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COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at 7th September 2021  

Tested 1,679,008 

Confirmed Cases 1072  

Recovered 1072  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 6  

 

COVID-19 in Australia  

Vaccinations 13,031,974 (51.4%)  

Fully Vaccinated 7,823,379 (30%)  

WAñCases 1087ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 528 ñDeaths 3  

NSWñCases 36,267ñDeaths 193  

NTñCases 203ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 1,991ñDeaths 7  

SAñCases 881ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 235ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 23,429ñDeaths 823  
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By KATE NEWTON 

The Burracoppin Daffodil Day was 
held on Friday 20th August, 2021 and 
was yet again a very successful day.  

A huge $10,500 was raised for the 
Cancer Council.  This takes the total 
amount raised by the Burracoppin 
Daffodil Day Event to just over 
$90,000 since its inception in 2005.   
Daffodil Day is a very important day 
for the Cancer Council and all funds 

raised from these events help them 
invest in life-saving research to give 
Australians the best chance of 
survival and beating this horrible 
disease. 

Attendance was fantastic with 186 
adults plus children. We were very 
lucky this year that the event 
coincided with the St Maryôs pupil 
free day and the Boarders weekend 
for the Perth Boarding Schools so we 
had more kids than usual enjoying 

Another successful day at the 
Burracoppin Daffodil Day 

the festivities of the day.   It was a 
great day out for everyone and a 
perfect chance for gathering with 
friends, doing a bit of shopping at 
the fantastic stalls and winning a 
raffle prize or two.   Creamy Cow 
Soft Serve provided delicious ice 
creams and were a big hit with the 
kids.   

For the first time this year we had 12 
students from Merredin College who 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Have your Say  

Sandow Jones: Thumbs down to 
the local tradie who regularly 
parks his you beaut white ute in 
the disable bays while he nicks 
into IGA. 

Doreen French: Thumbs up to 
the two police officers who 
photographed my vandalised 
fence and moved the loose 
bricks off my garden.  

Rebecca Celenza: Thumbs up to 
the amazing Mrs Caryn 
Adamson for taking the 
Merredin College Choir to One 
Big Voice. What an amazing 
opportunity our country kids 
have because of you Caryn.  

Robyn Jetta Boyce: Thumbs up 
to the wonderful honest citizen 
that handed in my key-card to 
the bank that I forgot to retrieve 
from the Westpac ATM. 

Susanna Polak: Thumbs up to 
the wonderful ladies that 
organise Daffodil Day at 
Burracoppin.  So many ladies 
from the whole community 
supporting a great cause year in 
and year out. 

The Gateway Merredin Festival is coming up.  What are you looking forward to 
the most? 

Annette Hombergen - Fitting in as many of the events as I can and really looking 

forward to the amazing "Poster Art Trail" around the CRC leading up to the 

Merredin Fine Arts Gallery on the Sunday morning after the parade and during the 

Bush Billy Tea 10 am to 2 pm. 

Sandra Watt Fleay - All of it, I hope my legs hold up.  

Terry Pick - Coming back to Merredin for the long weekend.  Havenôt been back 

for over 18 months. 

Kirsty Rochfordðgetting to dress up as a bar wench from 1893 and volunteering at 
the Canapes with the Conductor at the Merredin Railway Museum and the morning 

tea at the Merredin CRC. 
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Another successful day at the 
Burracoppin Daffodil Day cont. 

are studying Food Science come 
along to the day to help out.  They 
were stationed in the kitchen 
preparing morning tea and lunch and 
also helped out wherever they were 
needed.  They were a wonderful help 
to the Committee and a credit to 
Merredin College.  We look forward 
to welcoming them back next year.  
Thank you to Merredin College for 
allowing the students to attend the 
event and to the teacher in charge 
Susanna Polak, Education Assistant 
Rowena Dennis and of course the 
students for their excellent work. 

The amazing monster raffle prizes 
that were donated by local 
businesses were worth about $7500 
and the Sponsorship worth just over 
$2000.   We are very lucky to have 
these businesses in our community 
and their ongoing, and very generous 
support of the event is very much 
appreciated.   

A huge thank you to everyone that 
donated money or prizes to the day, 
your support is greatly appreciated 
and the raffle is such a huge 
drawcard for the crowd.  There were 
a variety of different raffle winners 
on the day and some very lucky 
multiple winners, so a lot of people 
went home very happy with their 
prizes. 

A big thank you to the Westonia 
Shire for their continued support of 
the event by providing the Marquee 
and to the Merredin Shire for the 

(Continued from page 1) extra tables, chairs and shades, they 
were all put to good use. Once again 
we were very lucky to have the 
lovely Sophie Jane from Westonia to 
entertain the crowd with her 
beautiful singing, thank you.   

This event could never happen 
without the support of all the helpers.  
A massive thank you to Karin Day 
for organising the kitchen and to the 
ladies and Merredin College students 
who worked tirelessly to help her 
out. A big thank you to the 
Burracoppin CWA and to everyone 
who cooked all of the delicious food, 
to the stall holders for travelling 
from near and far to be a part of the 
day and to  the men who worked so 
hard setting up and taking down the 
marquee and shades and getting 
everything cleaned up and ready for 
the day.  A final big thank you to all 
those people who attended the day to 
make it such a success and to all 
those that still supported the day in 
some way even if they could not be 
there. 

Next year we will be celebrating 18 
years of the Burracoppin Daffodil 
Day Event and we have high hopes 
of reaching that very special amount 
of $100,000 raised for the Cancer 
Council.  We look forward to seeing 
you all there and achieving this goal.  

By ROMOLO PATRONI 

On Thursday 26th August, Phil 
Sachse, President of the Merredin 
Mens Shed, took delivery of their 
new Heli forklift.  The new 
acquisition has been a result of 
some months of waiting and 
negotiation, by the look of the smile 
on Philôs face, it was worth the wait. 

The Menôs Shed Members have 
battled with an older forklift for 
some years and the need to replace 
had some priority. 

With a state election imminent 
earlier in the year, it was an 
opportune time to lobby our Local 

Merredin Menôs Shed take 
delivery of new forklift 

Members standing for re-election 
that the time was right for support 
in obtaining a grant to replace and 
upgrade. 

Daren West MLC on a visitation to 
the Shed agreed, and so the ball was 
put in motion to apply for a grant 
through the Wheatbelt 
Development Commission. 

The Menôs Shed Secretary 
submitted an application pointing 
out the value a new forklift would 
have to its members 

On the 23rd June Administration 
Officer Gemma Bovington for the 
Development Commission advised 
the Shed Members that they were 
successful in obtaining a grant of 
$20,000. 

It did not take long for President 
Phil to find a suitable replacement 
and an order to Allied Forklifts for 
the Heli Forklift was placed within 
days. 

The shortfall in the cost was met by 
the sale of the old forklift 

The Shed can boast a new 2.5-ton 
machine from Allied Forklifts 
which will see and provide good 
service for years to come. 

tƘƛƭ {ŀŎƘǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ IŜƭƛ ŦƻǊƪƭƛƊ 

By HEATHER GILES 

Merrittville Common Room 
received a facelift thanks to the 
generous time and energy of the 
RSM staff who gave the room a new 
coat of paint recently.  

Part of the revamp was noticing that 
the photo of Joan Crook who was 
awarded an Order of Australia 
Medal in 2004 for her service to the 
Merredin Community, particularly 
aged care, for example Merrittville 

Photo restoration of Joan Crook 

Retirement Village was in a 
dilapidated state and falling apart. 

Holly Crook, Joan's eldest 
granddaughter took on the 
unenviable task of repairing the 
photo, pixel by pixel.  The result is 
a lovely renewed photo that now 
hangs in the Merrittville Common 
Room that Joan gave many hours of 
time and energy to, to see the 
facility built for the aged residents 
of Merredin and surrounds. 

Wƻŀƴ /Ǌƻƻƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŜƭŘŜǎǘ DǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ Iƻƭƭȅ /Ǌƻƻƪ 
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Court Report  
Northam Courthouse 

23rd August 2021 

Talisha Hart appeared on a count of 
common assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation and 
disorderly behaviour in public. She 
was remanded to appear in Perth on 
the 23rd September 2021. 

Ralph Palmer appeared on previous 
charges.  He was remanded to appear 
in Perth on the 19th October 2021.  

24th August 2021 

Perth Courthouse  

Lindsay George appeared on charges 
of breach of bail (fail to appear soon 
after), breach of conditional 
suspended imprisonment order, 
breach of bail undertaking, and 8 
counts of breach family violence 
restraining order or violence 

restraining order. He was remanded 
to appear in Perth on the 14th 
September 2021. 

26th August 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Vernon Murphy appeared on a 
charge of murder. He was remanded 
to appear in Perth on the 20th 
December 2021. 

30th August 2021 

Northam Courthouse 

Allan Hayden appeared on charges 
of breach of protective bail 
conditions, unlawful assault and 
thereby did bodily harm with 
circumstances of aggravation, and 22 
counts of breached a family violence 
restraining order. He was remanded 
to appear in Merredin on the 5th 
October 2021. 

Jimayne Williams appeared on a 
charge of unlawfully assault and 
thereby did bodily harm with 
circumstances of aggravation. He 
was remanded to appear in Bunbury 
on the 7th October 2021. 

Perth Courthouse 

Brian Gill appeared on 3 counts of 
common assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation. 
The matters were adjourned to 
appear in Perth on the 7th October 
2021. 

31st August 2021 

Perth Courthouse  

Melville Verhoeven appeared on 
charges of with intent to do grievous 
bodily harm unlawfully wounds 
another, possess a prohibited plant, 
drove with prescribed illicit drug in 
oral fluid or blood, 2 counts of being 
armed or pretending to be armed in a 
way that may cause fear, and 2 
counts of disorderly behaviour in 
public. He was remanded to appear 
in Perth on the 9th November 2021. 

Mandurah Courthouse 

Tony Dunkin appeared on charges of 
driving a motor vehicle under the 
influence of alcohol, no authority to 
drive ï cancelled, and using an 
unlicensed vehicle on a road. The 
matters were adjourned to appear in 
Merredin on the 21st September 
2021. 

2nd September 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Kenneth Bullock appeared on 
charges of possession of stolen or 
unlawfully obtained property, 
possessed drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant, possession of prohibited 
drugs with intent to sell or supply 
(Cannabis), and obstructing Public 
Officers. He was remanded to appear 
in Perth on the 5th October 2021. 

6th September 2021 

Kalgoorlie Courthouse 

Troy Hinton appeared on a charge of 
having no authority to drive - 
cancelled. He was fined $1200.00 
and ordered to pay costs of $251.50 
and had his licence suspended for a 
further 9 months.  

Perth Courthouse 

Patrick Pickett appeared on charges 
of obscene acts in public, and 2 
counts of unlawful wounding. He 
was remanded to appear in Perth on 
the 8th October 2021. 

Northam Courthouse 

Catrina Smith appeared on charges 
of burglary with intent, aggravated 
burglary and commit, without lawful 
excuse trespassed on a place, and 
stealing. She was remanded to 
appear in Northam on the 4th 
October 2021. 

Library Musings  
By WENDY PORTER, Merredin 
Librarian 

Havenôt been to the Merredin 
Library for a while?  Did you know 
that Library staff are constantly 
swapping titles in the library with 
other libraries in WA?  Come in and 
see what is new.  Hereôs a teaser. 

Did you ever read óSeven Little 
Australiansô by Ethel Turner?  A 
modern biography along those lines 
is óBeyond Aliceô by Tanya Heaslip.  
Follow Tanyaôs story as she leaves 
her home in Outback Australia at the 
age of 12 to attend boarding school 
1600 kilometres away to the south.  
Tanya speaks of her pain at losing 
family and the trauma of dislocation 
that are ultimately transformed into 
5 life-changing years. 

Sustainability seems to be the 
buzzword the last couple of years.  
Have you ever thought about how 
this could translate to how you eat?  
ñUse it allô by Alex Elliott-Howery 
and Jaimee Edwards provide a 
Cornersmith guide to a more 
sustainable kitchen.  Their by-line is 
buy less, buy whole, use it all.  
There are over 230 recipes with 
alternate flavour combinations as 
well as waste hacks for turning tired 
produce or offcuts into something 
special. 

In these difficult times, with 
pandemics, threats of war, terrorism 
and economic depression, it is more 
important than ever to look after 
your mental and physical health.  
Does your heart race whenever you 
need to speak up for yourself or in 
public?  óThe 10 best-ever anxiety 
management techniquesô by 
Margaret Wehrenberg may help.  
Dr Wehrenberg gets to the 
biologically based heart of the 
problem and offers practical, 
effective tips to manage anxiety on 
a day-today basis and train your 
brain to take back control of your 
life. 

Remember, Library staff are always 
happy to help you with your 
enquiries.  The Merredin Library 
catalogue is available 24/7 for you 
to see whatôs available or to check 
up on when your items are due for 
return.  You can even renew them 
online.  Just go to 
www.library.merredin.wa.gov.au.   

Access to Free e-Resources is  
available to Merredin Library 
members, including an Online 
Book Club, Online Tutorials and 
much more.  Just ask Library staff 
for details.  See you soon. 

http://www.library.merredin.wa.gov.au
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My Thoughts  

It was really disappointing to see that 
Merredin has one of the lowest rates 
of vaccinations in Western Australia 
for COVID 19. 

To me it could mean a number of 
things. 

The information is incorrect and that 
not all the information is collated 
together properly, such as the totals 
of people vaccinated at the hospital, 
medical practices, state operated 
vaccination clinics or even possibly 
chemists.  I somehow doubt that this 
would be the case as it would also be 
affecting the figures for other Shires. 

Merredin is just really poor at the 
uptake of vaccinations.  This could 
possibly be the case, but why would 
Merredin be different to other places, 
so I doubt that this is the reason. 

People are not informed as to where 
or when to get vaccinated.  To me, 
this could be a major part of the 
reason.  In Merredin, who knows 
that you can get vaccinated for 
COVID at either of the Medical 
Centres or at the Hospital?  If it is 
too hard to get into a Merredin 
facility, how hard is it to get 
vaccinated in other towns? How hard 
is it to get into one of the state run 
vaccination clinics in Perth? 

Or is it that Merredin people are just 
not taking this COVID issue as 
seriously as every other place in 
Western Australia.  This could be the 
case, but if so, these people should 
open their eyes.  Just because we are 
not in the Metropolitan area does not 
mean we are not susceptible to 
infection happening here.  Just look 
at the past week or so where infected 
truck drivers drove through this area 
of Western Australia.  Fortunately, 
they did the right thing and kept their 
masks on etc, but it could have so 
easily gone wrong.  Following that, a 
man lied about his travel history and 
was arrested outside Merredin.  Once 
again, I believe that we may have 
dodged a bullet. 

The low uptake is reflecting poorly 
on Merredin and I have personally 
received calls from different areas 
around the state asking what is the 
problem with Merredin. 

If we are trying to attract workers to 

the area, or people to move here to 
live, many would be hesitant to move 
here given our perceived poor 
attitude to vaccinations. 

Whose responsibility is it to correct 
this poor situation in Merredin.  On a 
state-wide basis itôs probably the 
Health Department, or the State 
Governmentôs role to ensure the 
correct information is published but I 
also think the Shire should be 
holding the appropriate oganisations 
to task to promote how and where to 
get the vaccinations and the positives 
of getting a higher vaccination rate, 
not buck passing it (not our role) and 
hoping someone else will do it.  The 
Shire are after all, our civic leaders, 
responsible for doing what is best for 
our community which includes 
ensuring the proper organisations are 
doing their jobs, rattle some cages if 
need be to ensure that Merredin and 
the wheatbeltôs best interests are 
pushed to the fore, and inform the 
community of what is being done. 

I fully agree that some people are 
against vaccination for a number of 
reasons, thatôs a given.  But I think a 
big percentage of the people who fall 
into this category have based their 
decisions on incorrect information 
distributed, particularly applicable to 
mainstream media, who should be 
made accountable for the 
misinformation they are and have 
spread as well as the repercussions 
resulting from it. 

We are fortunate to still enjoy the 
freedom in Western Australia, and in 
the Wheatbelt in particular, 
compared to the Eastern States and 
the rest of the world. But that doesnôt 
mean we are going to continue to do 
so. 

 From the History Room  

Martin 

Morris 

COVIDðVaccination Rates By ANITA METCALF 

The following snippets appeared in 
the local SEPTEMBER newspapers 
of the time. 

15th September 1920 

The first show organised by the 
Bruce Rock and District Agricultural 
Society was held on Wednesday, 
September 15.  President of the 
Society was Mr J. Lethlean and the 
Secretary was J. Miller.  Admission 
was 2 shillings for adults (20cents), 
1 shilling for children 12-16 
(10cents), sixpence for children 
under 12 (5cents), 2 shillings & 
sixpence for motorcars (25cents), 1 
shilling for a vehicle or a hack. 

30th September 1930 

At a well-attended meeting at 
Merredin last week it was resolved 
to form a body to be known as the 
Merredin and District Aero Club.  
Captain Nesbit of Wings Ltd. said it 
was the intention of his company to 
arrange for a suitable landing 
ground, form a depot and station a 
machine at Merredin for the purpose 
of giving tuition.  40 members were 
enrolled and 16 handed in their 
names for flying tuition. 

18th September 1941 

Time enough to worry about ñwhyò 
and ñhowò when weôve won the 
war.  Forget everything but how to 
win it!  Enlisting in the A.I.F. is the 
surest way. 

23rd September 1964 

FARMERSô TOUR OF N.Z. ï From 
Sydney 11.3.1965 by óOronsayô, 
returning 6.4.1965 on Qantas, 
inclusive cost of Ã321/9/- ($642.90). 
Boans Travel Service Perth. 

23rd September 1976 

The biggest crowd ever to witness a 
grand final in the Eastern Districts 
was treated to a football spectacle at 
the Bruce Rock oval last Sunday 
when Corrigin, ably led by captain-
coach Peter Stephens, downed the 
undefeated Merredin Lions in a hard 
fought game to win 16.9 (105) to 
13.14 (92). 

20th and 21st September1997 

The 4th Central Wheatbelt Games 
are once again to be held in 
Merredin.  Efforts are being made to 
involve as wide a range of 
community groups as possible 
including seniors and disabled 
athletes. 
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Merredin Menôs Shed, Miaôs 
Local Hero Grant Recipient 

Scitech visits  
Wheatbelt in Westonia 

On Sunday the 22nd August 
Westonia CRC hosted Scitech to the 
Wheatbelt in Westonia.  It was such 
a fantastic event with in excess of 75 
people attending throughout the day.  

A great time was had by all and the 
kids were so interactive with the 
shows and experiments that were 
delivered by Zara and Julie.   

A huge thank you to you both for 
coming to Westonia, we greatly 
appreciate it. Also big thank you to 
Travis Glass and Clare McAuliffe for 

cooking the sausage sizzle and 
feeding everyone (braving the cold). 
Of course massive thank you to all of 
our attendees, as always nothing we 
do would be as successful if it wasnôt 
for every single one of you, we hope 
you had an awesome Science Week 
2021 and hopefully we will see you 
all next year.  

Thank you to our sponsors Inspiring 
Australia and National Science 
Week, this event would not have 
been possible without your support. 

By ROMOLO PATRONI 

Funds from Miaôs Local Hero Grant 
was used for part payment of 
materials to put a cover over the 
historic generator donated to the 
Menôs Shed by Western Power for 
preservation and as a reminder of the 
backup power unit on standby to 
provide power for the Merredin 
townsite. 

The generator was transported to the 

site from the Marleyôs transport yard. 
The plaque placed on the motor 
shows the generous support from 
Marley Transport, while the 
certificate held by Shed President, 
Phil Sachse, acknowledges the Miaôs 
Local Hero Grant. 

The photo shows Menôs Shed 
members in front of the shed holding 
the plaque and certificate. The shed 
was fabricated and built by the 
members. 


