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bŀǊŜƳōŜŜƴ ϧ 

/ƻǊǊƛƎƛƴ 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ 5ŀȅ 

tŀƎŜ мл 

COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at  9th February 2021  

Tested  807,004 

Confirmed Cases 907  

Recovered 889  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 9  

 COVID-19 in Australia  

WAñCases 907ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 118 ñDeaths 3  

NSWñCases 5,125ñDeaths 54  

NTñCases 102ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 1,315ñDeaths 6  

SAñCases 603ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 234ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 20,456ñDeaths 820  

.ŜƴŎǳōōƛƴ - .ǊǳŎŜ wƻŎƪ - /ƻǊǊƛƎƛƴ - 5ƻƻŘƭŀƪƛƴŜ - YŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴ - aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ - aƻƻǊƛƴŜ wƻŎƪ - aǳƪƛƴōǳŘƛƴ - bŀǊŜƳōŜŜƴ - bǳƴƎŀǊƛƴ - {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /Ǌƻǎǎ - ¢ŀƳƳƛƴ - ¢ǊŀȅƴƛƴƎ - ²Ŝǎǘƻƴƛŀ 

aǳƪƛƴōǳŘƛƴ ϧ 
YŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴ 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ 5ŀȅ 

tŀƎŜ мн-мо 

Merredin Celebrates Australia Day 
By KOHDEE HALL 

Celebrations kicked off at the 
Merredin Community Resource 
Centre for the annual Australia Day 
Breakfast on the morning on 
Tuesday, 26 January 2021. 
Approximately 200 community 
members attended from 8am and 
enjoyed a delicious plate of food 
cooked by the Merredin CRC staff 
and volunteers. 

During the breakfast, Merredin CRC 
Chairperson Romolo Patroni 
welcomed those in attendance and 
acted as MC for the morning. 

Later in the morning, Shire President 
Julie Flockart was welcomed to the 

stage to present the 2021 Community 
Citizen of the Year Awards. 
Speaking briefly about the 
importance of the awards, Councillor 
Flockart went on to announce the 
nominees and winners, who were all 
presented with a certificate by the 
Shire President and Temporary Chief 
Executive Officer Mark Dacombe.  

The nominees for Citizen of the Year 
announced included; 

¶ Tyler Winter 

¶ Debbie Morris 

¶ Yvonne Gray  

¶ Mark Briggs 

¶ Julie Nicoletti 

while the nominees for Senior 
Citizen of the Year included; 

¶ Mal Harper 

¶ Kerry Brown 

and the nominees for the Active 

Citizenship Award included; 

¶ Merredin Community Resource 
Centre 

¶ A Choired Taste 

The Shire of Merredin would like to 
congratulate the award winners, 
Yvonne Gray, Mal Harper, and A 
Choired Taste. 

A citizenship ceremony then 
followed on, with Merredin 
welcoming three new citizens who 
made the pledge in front of friends 
and family. This was the first 
citizenship ceremony since COVID-
19 restrictions came into place in 
March 2020. Congratulations to 
Rebecca Nunesca, Jennifer Reed and 
Stephanie Gregory. 

The Australia Day pool party 
commenced later in the day at 
12:00pm at the Merredin District 
Olympic Swimming Pool. All 
community members were granted 
free entry all day, and a free sausage 
sizzle for lunch. Both the kids and 
the adults enjoyed the giant 
inflatable slide and obstacle course 
brought down by the Merredin 
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service, 
as well as the PCYC disco provided 
by the Merredin Police.  

Over the 6 hours, approximately 300 
people attended the pool party, 

(Continued on page 3) 
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л-п !Ƴƛǘȅ IŜŀƭǘƘ tƭŀȅƎǊƻǳǇτŎŀƭƭ 
/ƭŀƛǊŜ {ƳƛǘƘ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ŎǎƳƛǘƘϪŀƳƛǘȅƘŜŀƭǘƘΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ 

! /ƘƻƛǊŜŘ ¢ŀǎǘŜς aƻƴŘŀȅǎ тǇƳτ
фǇƳ ŀǘ пт /ƻǊƻƴŀǝƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ /ŀƭƭ 
9ƳƳŀ !ƛǘƪŜƴ лпут орм мст ƻǊ /ƘƭƻŜ 
²ƛƭƭŎƻŎƪǎ  
лпоу уфм тсмΦ 

!ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘτ/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
tŀǳƭƛƴŜ флпп млтс ƻǊ {ǳ лпнт пмн 
тлфΦ 

.ƻƻǘǎŎƻƻǝƴƎτaƻƴŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ тǇƳ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ǳƳƳƛƴǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΦ  CƛǊǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ 
ŦǊŜŜΦ  .ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘΦ /ŀƭƭ 
!ƴƧƻŜŜƴ ƻƴ флпм оллр ƻǊ ǎŜŜ {ǳŜ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ /ƘŜƳƛǎǘ ƻǊ [ȅƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜΦ 

Dƭƻōŀƭ /ŀǊŀǾŀƴ ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ 5ŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
5ǊǳƳƳƛƴƎτ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /w/Φ рǇƳΥ .ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ŘŀƴŎŜ 
ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  рΦолǇƳΥ ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ ŘǊǳƳƳƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  
сΦллǇƳ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  /ŀƭƭ 
YƛǊǎǘȅ ƻƴ флпм млпмΦ    

aŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜŘτ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ нǇƳτрǇƳΦ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ tŜǘŜǊ aŎ/ǊŀŜ ƻƴ лпнт снр 
лнт ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ !ǊƳȅ /ŀŘŜǘ ¦ƴƛǘ рмлτCƻǊ 
ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
hŶŎŜǊ ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƎŜ нƴŘ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ 
YŀǊƛƴŘŀ {ƳƛǘƘ aƻō лпнт лул фмоΦ  

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ŀƳŜǊŀ /ƭǳōτ9Ƴŀƛƭ 5ŀƛƴŀ 
ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ŀǘ ŘŀƛƴŀǎǳǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘϪ 
ōƛƎǇƻƴŘΦŎƻƳΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘτ{ǳƴŘŀȅǎ 
млŀƳ ƻƴ ¢ƘǊƻǎǎŜƭƭ wƻŀŘΦ  YƛŘǎ /ƭǳōτ
Yτ¸ŜŀǊ с CǊƛŘŀȅǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜǊƳ 
оΦмрǇƳτрΦллǇƳΦ  Dǳȅǎ hƴƭȅ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 
DǊƻǳǇ ¸ŜŀǊ сτ¸ŜŀǊ мнΦ  9ǾŜǊȅ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜǊƳ оΦолǇƳτ
рΦллǇƳΦ wƻǎǎ лпоф фсп пссΦ   

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ DŀǊŘŜƴ 
DǊƻǳǇτŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ WǳƭƛŜ 
bƛŎƻƭŜǩ ƻƴ лпну пмп тсо ƻǊ ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎƎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
/ŜƴǘǊŜτ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ нпǘƘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 
рΦолǇƳΦ  

/haa¦bL¢¸ /![9b5!w 

What are your thoughts on the border restricts between the Wheatbelt 
and Perth? 

 

 

 

 

 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ CƛƴŜ !Ǌǘǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅτbŜǿ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ 9ƴǉǳƛǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ лпнф сно лумΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ aǳǎŜǳƳ ϧ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 
{ƻŎƛŜǘȅτbŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 
оǊŘ aŀǊŎƘ рǇƳΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ wƛƅŜ /ƭǳōτ/ŀƭƭ {ǘŜǾŜ ŦƻǊ 
ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ƻƴ лпст мто троΦ 

aƻƻǊŘƛǘƧ aƛŀ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎτ/ŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘ 
ǳƴǝƭ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǝŎŜΦ  /ŀƭƭ лпнт пмн 
тлфΦ 

tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ .ŀǇǝǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘτ
YŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴ ммŀƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΦ 
tƘ лпор нуп тфсΦ 

tƭŀȅƎǊƻǳǇτ/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ YǊƛǎǘȅ {ƘŀǊǇ ƻƴ 
лплл нпс мноΦ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜτŎŀƭƭ WŜŀƴƴŜǧŜ CŜƎŀƴ 
лпнф птм пнр ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ ¢ŜŀτŜǾŜǊȅ 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŀǘ млŀƳΦ  

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ /ǊŀƊ DǊƻǳǇτ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ 
млŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ  

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ DŜƴǘƭŜ DȅƳτ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ 
нǇƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ 

{ŜǾŜƴǘƘ-Řŀȅ !ŘǾŜƴǝǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘτIŀǎ 
ǊŜ-ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ   /ŀƭƭ лпнф ттл оомΦ 

{ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 
aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴτCŀǘƘŜǊ !ƴŘǊŜǿ .ƻǿǊƻƴΣ 
tƘ  флпм мммуΦ 

¢ŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘτaŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 
млΦол ς мнƴƻƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅǎΦ 

¦ƴƛǝƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘτCƛƊƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ фŀƳ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ /ŀƭƭ лпну мнр смоΦ 

²Ŝǎǘƻƴƛŀ /ǊƻǉǳŜǘ /ƭǳōτ/ŀƭƭ WƻƘƴ 
/ƻǊǎƛƴƛ ƻƴ лпнф пст мтл ƻǊ YŜƛǘƘ 
5ƻǿƴǎōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ƻƴ лпун ппр лпсΦ 

²ƛƭŘƅƻǿŜǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ 
.ǊŀƴŎƘτ/ŀƭƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀƭ IŀǊǇŜǊ ƻƴ 
лпот оуу нфнΦ 

t¦¢ ¸h¦w /haa¦bL¢¸ 9±9b¢ Lb 
¢I9 /haa¦bL¢¸ /![9b5!w  
/ŀƭƭ флпм млпм 

Have your say ¢I9 tIh9bL· 
tǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŦƻǊǘƴƛƎƘǘƭȅ  
ммл .ŀǊǊŀŎƪ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ  aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ                
tƘΥ флпм млпм  CŀȄΥ флпм млпн 

5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ ό! ²99Y .9Chw9 L{{¦9 5!¢9ύ 
!ǊǝŎƭŜǎΥ  рǇƳ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 

!ŘǾŜǊǘǎΥ .ƻƻƪƛƴƎ рǇƳ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 
/ƻǇȅ ŬƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ммŀƳ CǊƛŘŀȅ    
/ƭŀǎǎƛŬŜŘǎΥ млŀƳ aƻƴŘŀȅ 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ флпм млпм 

/ƻƴǘŜƴǘκǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴτYƛǊǎǘȅ wƻŎƘŦƻǊŘ  
ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴϪƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎǊŎΦŎƻƳ 
/ƻƴǘŜƴǘτ5ŜōōƛŜ aƻǊǊƛǎ 
ƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴϪŎǊŎΦƴŜǘΦŀǳ 
!ŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎτ 

ƳŀǊƪŜǝƴƎϪƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎǊŎΦŎƻƳ 
¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9Řƛǝƻƴǎ 
нсǘƘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 

мнǘƘ aŀǊŎƘ ϧ нсǘƘ aŀǊŎƘ 
!ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ 
ǿǿǿΦǇƘƻŜƴƛȄƴŜǿǎΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ 

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƴƎ Ϫ слл ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
.ŜƴŎǳōōƛƴΣ .ǊǳŎŜ wƻŎƪΣ /ƻǊǊƛƎƛƴΣ 
5ƻƻŘƭŀƪƛƴŜΣ YŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴΣ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴΣ 
aƻƻǊƛƴŜ wƻŎƪΣ aǳƪƛƴōǳŘƛƴΣ 

bŀǊŜƳōŜŜƴΣ bǳƴƎŀǊƛƴΣ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ǊƻǎǎΣ 
¢ŀƳƳƛƴΣ ¢ǊŀȅƴƛƴƎ ϧ ²ŜǎǘƻƴƛŀΦ 

Shelley JettaðThumbs up 
to Merredin Hospital and 
staff, so compassionate in 
such a hard time. They are 
amazing.  Thank you 
Merredin Hospital. 

Tara CarrodðThumbs up 
to the new roundabout 
which has worked a treat 
on the pick-up drop-off 
congestion at school.  
Thumbs down for the road 
condition around it and the 
pot holes are terrible. 

Ash Smith: At this time I donôt think itôs necessary. 

Langley Smith: Proven beyond dispute that travel is the cause of this 
virus spreading and until theyôve found the right vaccine a cure or 
something else, Iôm very much in favour of keeping the borders tight. 

Melissa Mollenoyux: Doesnôt help when people donôt follow the rules.  
Especially ones who have returned from Perth and donôt wear masks 
and go to the shop. 

Sheree Lowe: WA is one of the safest places in the world to live at the 
moment, has been for the last 12 months.  The reason why you all think 
itôs not necessary at this time is because aggressive measures just like 
this are working incredibly effectively.  Iôm not going to argue with 
results just because Iôm slightly inconvenienced. 

Ashley Boardman:  Iôm supportive of them.  There are many theories 
around COVID-19, its origins, its treatment and its effect on people.  
Like with anything, division and difference in opinions is what keeps life 
interesting.  Where I sit, as someone who has travelled across the 
border recently is that it is a minor inconvenience that has kept WA in a 
relative state of normality for 10 months.  

Ned Kelly: Itôs costing money for businesses.  

Geoff HerbertðThumbs 
down to the condition of 
the Piazza , a lady tripped 
on the Astro surface and 
was lucky not to be injured. 

Gloria BanksðMy vote 
for Australia Day Award 
goes to Merredin CRC for 
their contribution to the 
community. 
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enjoying activities such as thong skimming, and 
coin tossing, while others enjoyed the crystal blue 
pool water and the big water slide. Many also 
enjoying taking a snap in the Australia Day selfie 
screen! 

Australia Day celebrations in Merredin wrapped up 
with a Sundowner in the Pop-Up public piazza on 
Barrack Street. From 6.30pm, many families, 

(Continued from page 1) 

Merredin Celebrates Australia Day cont. 
friends, and individuals arrived at the event to 
dance in Merredin Policeôs Blue Light Disco, enjoy 
a picnic dinner from one of our local eateries or the 
PCYC Blue Light Canteen fundraiser, and have a 
drink in the Pop-up bar courtesy of the Sports 
Council sponsored by Belgravia Leisure. 

Activities ran late into the night, with adults and 
teens enjoying the bean bags, pallet furniture, and 
the parklets, and the kids had giant Jenga, chess, 
and a chalk zone to keep them occupied throughout 
the night. The night finished after 10pm, with the 
adults enjoying some late-night dancing with the 
kids at the PCYC disco.  

The Shire of Merredin would like to thank event 
sponsors the Australia Day Council, as well as 
Merredin VFRS and the Merredin Police.  !ǿŀǊŘ ƴƻƳƛƴŜŜǎ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ tƻƭƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ [ƛƎƘǘ 5ƛǎŎƻ 

!ŎǝǾŜ /ƛǝȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ !ǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎΣ ! /ƘƻƛǊŜŘ ¢ŀǎǘŜΣ wƻȅ 

.ǳǘƭŜǊ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊ /ƛǝȊŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊΣ aŀƭ IŀǊǇŜǊ 

/ƛǝȊŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊΣ ¸ǾƻƴƴŜ DǊŀȅ 
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Court Report  
25th January 2021 

Northam Courthouse 

Shawn Bateman was convicted of 
driving with a prescribed illicit drug 
in oral fluid or blood.  He was fined 
$500, ordered to pay costs of $248.70 
and an analyst fee of $187. 

Perth Courthouse 

Christopher Milosz appeared on a 
charge of possession of stolen or 
unlawfully obtained property.  He 
was remanded to appear in Perth on 
the 1st February 2021. 

Rockingham Courthouse 

Peter Litwin appeared on 2 counts of 
dangerous driving causing bodily 
harm in a manner that was dangerous 
to the public.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Rockingham 
on the 8th February 2021. 

27th January 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Dion Jaxon was convicted of 
unlawfully doing grievous bodily 
harm with a circumstance of 
aggravation.  He received a 
conditional suspended imprisonment 
order for 1 year. 

29th January 2021 

Midland Courthouse 

Joshua Macri appeared on a charge of 
breach of bail (fail to appear soon 
after), and 2 counts of assaulting a 
public officer.  He was remanded to 
appear in Midland on the 12th March 
2021. 

1st February 2021 

Northam Courthouse 

Allan Hayden appeared on charges of 
breach of protective bail conditions, 
unlawfully assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation, and 22 counts of 
breaching a family violence 
restraining order.  He was remanded 
to appear in Northam on the 22nd 
February 2021. 

Perth Courthouse 

Christopher Milosz appeared on a 
charge of possession of stolen or 
unlawfully obtained property.  He 
was remanded to appear in Perth on 
the 15th February 2021. 

2nd February 2021 

Mandurah Courthouse 

Zak Waru appeared on charges of 
having no authority to drive- 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension), willfully mislead a 
person performing a function under a 
road law, failing to comply with 
requirements made by a member of 
the police force, and being the driver 
of a vehicle which failed to comply 
with a direction to stop.  The matters 
were adjourned to appear in 
Mandurah on the 23rd February 2021. 

Merredin Courthouse 

Geoffrey Cardy appeared on a charge 
of failing to comply with 
requirements made by a member of 
the police force.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Merredin on 
the 4th May 2021. 

Adam Cox appeared on charges of 
caused smoke or excessive noise or 
left a substance on the driving surface 
in a confiscation zone, and disorderly 
behaviour in public.  The matters 
were adjourned to appear in Merredin 
on the 9th March 2021. 

Christopher Davis was convicted of 
having no authority to drive - 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension), and exceeding the speed 
limit between 10 and 19 km/h.  He 
was fined $1200, ordered to pay costs 
of $248.70, and had his licence 
suspended for a further 9 months.  

Graham Hayden appeared on charges 
of assault occasioning bodily harm, 
being armed or pretending to be 
armed in a way that may cause fear, 
breach of protective bail conditions, 
common assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation, and 
2 counts of having no authority to 
drive - cancelled.  He was remanded 
to appear in Merredin on the 9th 
March 2021. 

Sheaylee Jeanes appeared on charges 
of common assault, and common 
assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation.  
She was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 23rd March 2021. 

David Lindroth appeared on a charge 
of assault occasioning bodily harm.  
He was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 9th March 2021. 

Terry Lindroth appeared on a charge 
of assault occasioning bodily harm.  
He was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 9th March 2021. 

Jacqueline Mansour appeared on a 
charge of using an unlicensed vehicle 
on a road.  She was fined $50, 
ordered to pay costs of $248.70, and a 
half annual licence fee of $227.85. 

Bronwyn Parkins appeared on a 
charge of driving with a prescribed 
illicit drug in oral fluid or blood.  She 
was fined $400, ordered to pay costs 
of $248.70, analyst fee of $185, and 
had her licence suspended for 3 
months. 

Joshua Powell appeared on a charge 
of breaching a family violence 
restraining order.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Merredin on 
the 23rd February 2021. 

Andrew Reiling appeared on a charge 
of damaging property.  He was fined 
$700 and ordered to pay costs of 
$248.70. 

David Sweetser appeared on a charge 
of reckless driving exceeding the 
speed limit by 45 km/h or more on a 
length of road.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Sourthern 
Cross on the 16th February 2021. 

Ashley Taylor appeared on charges of 
disorderly behaviour in public, 
common assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation, 
driving with prescribed illicit drug in 
oral fluid or blood, having no 
authority to drive- suspended (other 
than fines suspension), breach of bail 
undertaking, being armed or 
pretending to be armed in a way that 
may cause fear, steal a motor vehicle 
(as defined in section 371A Criminal 
Code), breach of police order, 
damaging property and 2 counts of 
stealing.  He was remanded to appear 
in Merredin on the 9th March 2021. 

Courtney Taylor appeared on a 
charge of conveying an unauthorised 
article into a prison likely to 
jeopardise good order/security/
government.  She was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 9th March 
2021. 

Janice Taylor appeared on a charge of 
common assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation.  
She was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 23rd March 2021. 

Andrew Tuffley appeared on charges 
of driving a motor vehicle under the 
influence of alcohol, assaulting a 
public officer, obstructing public 

officers, 2 counts of having no 
authority to drive - suspended (other 
than fines suspension), and 2 counts 
of common assault in circumstances 
of aggravation or racial aggravation. 

Barbara Walley appeared on charges 
of common assault in circumstances 
of aggravation or racial aggravation, 
damaging property, and being armed 
or pretending to be armed in a way 
that may cause fear.  The matters 
were adjourned to appear in Merredin 
on the 9th March 2021. 

Mark Fletcher appeared on a charge 
of assault occasioning bodily harm.  
The matter was dismissed. 

Aaron Mathews appeared on charges 
of driving a motor vehicle under the 
influence of alcohol, using an 
unlicensed vehicle on a road, carried 
(possessed) an article with intent to 
cause fear that someone will be 
injured or disabled, never held a 
drivers licence, drove, caused or 
permitted a vehicle with a forged, 
replica or false plate to be driven on a 
road.  These matters were adjourned 
to appear in Merredin on the 9th 
March 2021.  He also appeared on 
charges of unlawful wounding with a 
circumstance of aggravation, and 2 
counts of breach of protective bail 
conditions.  He was remanded in 
custody to appear in Merredin on the 
23rd February 2021. 

Perth Courthouse 

Brian Gill appeared on 3 counts of 
common assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation.  
The matters were adjourned to appear 
in Perth on the 16th February 2021. 

5th February 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Lindsay George appeared on charges 
of 2 counts of breach of bail (fail to 
appear soon after), attempt to pervert 
justice, breach of conditional 
suspended imprisonment order, 
breach of bail undertaking, and 8 
counts of breaching a family violence 
restraining order or violence 
restraining order.  He was remanded 
to appear in Perth on the 5th March 
2021. 

Ralph Palmer appeared on previous 
charges.  The matters were adjourned 
to appear in Perth on the 12th  
February 2021. 
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Martin 

Morris 

Political Correctness has ruined our lives as we knew it 

My Thoughts  

It is a sad indictment the world over, 
but I see it as particularly relevant to 
Australia. Nowadays, everyone has to 
be so cautious in what they say in 
case someone gets offended. The 
focus then always reflects back to the 
person making the comment as being 
in the wrong, instead of maybe 
sometimes the comments are ójust 
and correctô and the person/people 
who are offended need to harden up 
and accept the reality of life. 

Let me give an example: In Formula 
1, the Mercedes car is incredibly 
superior to all others, making it easy 
for Lewis Hamilton to win his world 
titles. There are only two of their cars 
in the competition, and more often 
than not, they easily finish first and 
second. 

A couple of the other drivers have 
made their observations public, either 
by social media or in the press. They 
have basically said they believe that 
Hamiltonôs only competition is the 
driver in the other Mercedes. Itôs 
actually the car that is providing him 
the platform to win, not simply only 
his skill. 

They were forced to rescind their 
comments as they were deemed as 
offensive and disrespectful to 
Hamilton.  

Surely they can have an opinion! 

People should stop being so precious. 
Grow a spine and toughen up. It is a 
real shame that people canôt just be 
honest any more in case someone 
doesnôt like it. 

I know that I will probably get 
condemned for having some opinions 
myself, but so be it.  Many of those 
who get offended so easily are part of 
the perpetually offended brigade.  It 
seems a perennial discussion. 

I am a very strong supporter of the 
AFL. 

My opinion is that the AFL Womenôs 
competition should stand on its own, 
and not ride on the coat tails of the 
traditional Menôs competition. The 
teams should have their own identity 
and not be called the same name as 
their male counterparts. To me the 
Eagles ï Dockers derby is between 
the Menôs teams of those names. The 
Womenôs competition should have 
different names as other sports do - 
Hockey has the Kookaburras (Mens) 
and Hockeyroos (Womens), 
Basketball has the Opals (Womens) 
and Boomers (Mens) etc. Each 
competition should be uniquely 
identifiable and stand alone. 

I am on a role here. The Australian 

Menôs Cricket team plays for the 
Ashes against England and has done 
so since 1882. It is very symbolic as 
it stands for the death of English 
Cricket when they were beaten on 
home soil for the first time. There is 
only one Ashes Trophy. 

The Womenôs competition should not 
play for the Ashes. In doing so, they 
have eroded cricket history. 

I fully support their competition, but 
they need to build their own history 
and culture. Build great rivalries, but 
donôt ride on the coat tails of 
something that has been etched into 
cricket tradition and history for 
approaching 140 years. 

Australia Day 

One of the most stupid decisions this 
year was for Cricket Australia to 
denounce the fact that they had three 
games of cricket on Australia Day 
and rule that there would be no 
reference to it at all. 

A couple of points: 

¶ What gives them the right to be 
Australiaôs conscience? 

¶ The only reason that they could 
have those games is that it was a 
Public Holiday! 

¶ Why was it a Public Holiday? Oh 
thatôs right - It was Australia 
Day. 

¶ They were hoping to get an 
income from spectators who 
could attend due to the fact that it 
was a holiday. This is equally 
relevant whether the people 
attended in person or watch it on 
TV. The sponsors and advertisers 
still paid money for the privilege 
of being associated with the 
games. 

¶ One of the reasons people enjoy 
sport is it is a way to block out 
the rest of life for a small period 
of time. It should not be used as a 
political tool. The Prime Minister 
even said the Cricket Australia 
should focus more on cricket and 
a lot less on politics. 

How pathetic and short-sited are 
Cricket Australia? As with many 
things at this time of year, it was 
simply a cheap publicity stunt. 

Please people, let us unite as one 
country, not be so divisive. Some of 
us may have differences, but we are 
one country. It would appear that 
some people want to divide Australia, 
not unite us. 

We are a multi-cultural country with 

The óLetter to the Editorô and óMy Thoughtsô section of the Phoenix is a place for the community to express their views and opinions on 
issues that directly or indirectly affect any part of it.  The Editor would like to remind the community that The Phoenix reserves the right to 
refuse any contribution on the basis of ethics, which includes, but is not limited to, personal vendettas or attacks.  Please be aware that we 
do not ófact checkô óLetters to the Editorô or óMy Thoughtsô and therefore cannot guarantee the contents authenticity.   The Phoenix may or 
may not have the same opinion as the authors.  If you would like to reply to a particular author, please send a óLetter to the Editorô by 
emailing administration@merredincrc.com, or visiting the Merredin CRC.  

a history dating back thousands of 
years. As with all history in all 
countries, things change as time 
marches on, but one thing is certain ï 
you canôt change history. 

Letôs celebrate what we are. As a 
country, we have not got everything 
right all the time, but in that, we are 
no different to anywhere in the world, 
or within any group of people. Many 
decisions have been made based on 
knowledge at the time. Hindsight is a 
marvellous thing. It gives you 20/20 
vision. You can see things in a 
different light, but it still doesnôt and 
canôt change history. 

No matter what decisions are made 
on anything, it is impossible to make 
everyone happy all the time. 

An interesting comment I heard: 
ñAustralia has changed to cope with 
the changing needs of those who have 
called it home over the thousands of 
yearsò. What we also need is for 
people to have an attitude change as 
well. Let us be a united country, not a 
divided one. 

The old adage rings true ï United we 
stand, divided we fall. Maybe that is 
the intention. 

On issue of change 

The Pop Up Piazza in Barrack Street 
in Merredin. 

I take my hat off to the Shire of 
Merredin in trying something to help 
liven up the centre of town. 

They responded to feedback from the 
community surveys and workshops 
and developed the Piazza. It may not 
be perfect and can obviously be 
improved, but the concept and the 
Shireôs actions and intent are 
commendable. 

I have had a lot of feedback that 
supports the idea, along with some 
who donôt appreciate it.  

Once again, you canôt keep everyone 
happy all the time and everyone is 
entitled to have their opinion. 

Letter to the 
Editor  

What a splendid Australia Day 
Breakfast put on by the 
Community Resource Centre as 
well as providing the venue for the 
Australia Day Awards and 
Citizenship Ceremony conducted 
by the Shire of Merredin.  

The event sponsored by Collgar 
and the work coordinated and done 
by the Community Resource 
Centre and its myriad of 
volunteers, the setting up by 
Merredin Community Men's Shed 
inc. 

I have continually commented 
most every year through this and 
many mediums about the lack of 
children indeed one year when the 
Menôs Shed train was provided 
there were only a couple of kids 
there. This year, children were 
everywhere with their parents, how 
good is that and finally, our New 
Citizens who took the pledge and 
granted citizenship at the ceremony 
like most other places around 
Western Australia instead of being 
held behind closed doors at the 
Council Chambers, very exciting, 
didn't they look wonderful, so 
happy, one waving a happy 
Australian flag.  I saw many people 
going up and welcoming them after 
the service.  

The CRC did a splendid job the 
breakfast superb, under the 
leadership of Debbie Morris and 
her team of wonderful volunteers. 
The crowd was wonderful too, one 
lady told me afterwards she had 
teared up as the choir sang "I am 
Australian" I am you are we are 
Australian and the visual 
appearance of so many Councillors 
present with their families which in 
the past hasn't been that good.  

I for one came away with a 
wonderful warm feeling of 
community comradeship, of a 
community pulling together and a 
community recognising its people's 
talents and generosity.  

Well done CRC  Merredin,  Shire 
of Merredin and all who were 
involved.  

 
Langley Smith 
Merredin 
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By JANE PATRONI, 
CHAIRPERSON 

On Wednesday 3 February the 
Railway Museum hosted a get-
together of former WAGR/Westrail 
employees to celebrate and 
reminisce on hard work, rough 
justice (sometimes!) but otherwise 
mostly good times in their employ 
on the railway.  

Hosting the event were the Rail 
Museum Volunteers who had 
worked tirelessly to ensure the 
guests had an enjoyable experience. 
Julie Nicolettiôs scrumptious 
morning tea of scones, jam/lemon 
butter and cream as well as Sue 
Newtonôs delicious sausage rolls did 
not disappoint!  

Deserving a mention were our 

Tales from the Rails 

nonagenarians: Ita Walker and Frank 
Playforth and our good supporters ï 
the Menôs Shed.   

Aubrey Tompkin kindly donated his 
coaling shovel and crib box to our 
collection which was a pleasure to 
receive. He drove ñFlying Scotsmanò 
in 1988. 

Lots of laughter, memories and 
stories echoed from the old 
Refreshment Room as our guests 

RAIL WA 150 ï 2021 Celebrating 150th Anniversary of Railways in Western Australia 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ aŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜŘ 

were reminded of life on the rails 
over many years.   

We hope to host another event in a 
couple of months.  If you would like 
to join in or if you would like to 
volunteer at the Museum please 
contact Jane or Debbie at the 
Community Resource Centre. Even 
better ï come and see us at the 
Railway Museumé.. 

9ƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ŀ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ǘŜŀ WƻƘƴ ¢ǳǇǇŜƴ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ мфллΩǎ 

CƛǊǎǘ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǘƻ /ƻƻƭƎŀǊŘƛŜ муфс 

!ǳō ¢ƻƳǇƪƛƴ 

Lǘŀ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ CǊŀƴƪ tƭŀȅŦƻǊǘƘ 
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By JUSTIN FREIND 

A high energy celebration of dance 
and song, The Lounge Suite beckons 
you to peek behind, through its 
curtains. Swoon and sway to timeless 
tunes from The Rat Pack and Nat 
King Cole alongside classics from 
musical theatre favourites such as 
Singin' in the Rain, The Boy from Oz, 
Chicago, and Hot Shoe Shufþe. 

Travel back to the way it was. 
Discover the allure of nostalgia and 
be carried on a journey through Dale 
Pengellyôs incredible career in the 
world of artistic performance. 

At the helm of Pengelly Productions 
is Dale Pengelly. This born and bred 
Queenslander has an extraordinary 
body of work over his 
career including The Australian 
Ballet, Queensland Ballet, The Royal 
New Zealand Ballet Company and 
Sydney Dance Company. His Musical 
Theatre credits include Hot Shoe 
Shufþe, Chicago, The Boy from Oz, 
Singin' in the Rain, Crazy For You, 
Sweet Charity, Little Shop of 
Horrors, Hello Dolly, Mary Poppins, 
Shout! The Legend of the Wild One... 
just to name a few! As Director and 
Choreographer his credits include 
Cabaret, Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, 
Guys & Dolls and The Addams 
Family.   

Dale is also an accomplished teacher 
with a string of successes in dance, 
musical theatre, singing and acting. 
He is also a ýne adjudicator and as a 

Australiaôs own legend of the stage - Dale Pengelly - visits WA  
performer he is one of the ýnest triple 
threats in the business. He is currently 
starring in his own production The 
Lounge Suite. 

But weôre missing somethingé
Showgirls! Supported by his Loungin' 
Ladies, youôll be hard pressed to 
resist singing and dancing your way 
through the swing era hit with this 
sensational trio. 

Dale and his Lounging Ladies will be 
starting o  their WA regional tour 
with an all singing, all dancing 
performance at Perthôs Astor Theatre 
on Friday 26th March at 7.30pm. WA 
fans may recognise Dale Pengelly 
from when he performed here in the 
National Touring productions of 
ñSaturday Night Feverò, ñSinging in 
the Rainò and the original ñHot Shoe 
Shu eò.  

After the Astor Theatre show, their 
troupe will travel on to Toodyay/
Northam, Merredin, Kalgoorlie, 
Esperance, Albany, Margaret River, 
Bunbury, and Mandurah delivering 
Musical Theatre Workshops for 
regional performers, who will then 
have the opportunity of performing in 
ñThe Lounge Suiteò with Dale & his 
cast, at local venues on each stop.  

The tour will commence in Perth on 
22nd March and will head to the 
Cummins Theatre on Thursday 8th 
April 2021. 

For all details and tickets head to 
www.cumminstheatre.com.au  

5ŀƭŜ tŜƴƎŜƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǳƴƎƛƴƎ [ŀŘƛŜǎ 

Shire of Merredin 

The matter regarding China 
Southern West Australian Flying 
College is in the hands of 
liquidators. The Shire has been 
satisfied that the Liquidators have 
made arrangements to keep the 
airport operational for emergency 
services and other users while they 
go through their processes. 

Target will definitely be closing 13 
March. 

Keeping the community 
informed  

The Shire is sourcing specialist 
contractors to undertake the work 
on the Water Tower which must 
take place in an enclosed space at 
height. This is being done in 
consultation with the PTA who are 
funding the work. Advice has been 
sought from WALGA on any 
suppliers registered with them who 
may be qualified to undertake the 
work. 

Feedback on the Piazza closes 31 
March and will be published after 
the project is completed.  

http://www.cumminstheatre.com.au

