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COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at  12th January 2021  

Tested  670,126 

Confirmed Cases 878  

Recovered 855  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 14  

 COVID-19 in Australia  

WAñCases 878ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 118 ñDeaths 3  

NSWñCases 5,018ñDeaths 54  

NTñCases 90ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 1,278ñDeaths 6  

SAñCases 588ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 234ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 20,411ñDeaths 820  

.ŜƴŎǳōōƛƴ - .ǊǳŎŜ wƻŎƪ - /ƻǊǊƛƎƛƴ - 5ƻƻŘƭŀƪƛƴŜ - YŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴ - aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ - aƻƻǊƛƴŜ wƻŎƪ - aǳƪƛƴōǳŘƛƴ - bŀǊŜƳōŜŜƴ - bǳƴƎŀǊƛƴ - {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /Ǌƻǎǎ - ¢ŀƳƳƛƴ - ¢ǊŀȅƴƛƴƎ - ²Ŝǎǘƻƴƛŀ 
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tŀƎŜ мр 

Gala Night 2020 
By KOHDEE HALL, Shire of 
Merredin 

Hundreds of Wheatbelt locals 
attended Merredinôs biggest night of 
the year, Gala Night, on Thursday, 
17 December from 6pm onwards. 
The annual event was one to 
remember, with new aspects 
introduced including zones that were 
designed to keep everyone happy 
and safe! The zones included the 
Marketplace, Sideshow Alley, Eats 
Street, Leisure Zone, Toddler Zone 

and the Chillout Lounge.  

The streets were lined with market 
stalls and food vans that delivered 
enticing, delicious aromas into the 
air, while local businesses opened up 
their shops for late night trading. The 
buzzing atmosphere was ignited by 
wonderful local entertainment 
including Merredin College Choir, 
Churches Fraternal Choir, Brother 
and I, and Erin Pope.  

Shire of Merredin President Julie 

Flockart addressed the community 
on the main stage before inviting 
RAC representative Sarah to the 
stage to say a few words. This led 
into the official ribbon cutting 
ceremony for the pop-up piazza, 
which was created in partnership 
between the Shire and RAC through 
the Reconnect WA Initiative.  

As the sun set over Merredin, 
children let loose in their very own 
designated ñLeisure Zone,ò where 
they enjoyed water play and silly 
string in a contained environment. 
The Toddler Zone attracted a crowd, 
with a bouncy castle, face painting, 
and lots of fun games on offer. 
Sideshow Alley drew the teenagers 
in, while the pop-up bar was also a 
huge hit with the adults and was 
packed for the whole night! 

4 lucky Golden Ticket winners won 

(Continued on page 3) 
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л-п !Ƴƛǘȅ IŜŀƭǘƘ tƭŀȅƎǊƻǳǇτŎŀƭƭ 
/ƭŀƛǊŜ {ƳƛǘƘ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ŎǎƳƛǘƘϪŀƳƛǘȅƘŜŀƭǘƘΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ 

! /ƘƻƛǊŜŘ ¢ŀǎǘŜς aƻƴŘŀȅǎ тǇƳτ
фǇƳ ŀǘ пт /ƻǊƻƴŀǝƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ /ŀƭƭ 
9ƳƳŀ !ƛǘƪŜƴ лпут орм мст ƻǊ /ƘƭƻŜ 
²ƛƭƭŎƻŎƪǎ  
лпоу уфм тсмΦ 

!ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘτ/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ 
млΦллŀƳ Φ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ tŀǳƭƛƴŜ флпп млтс 
ƻǊ {ǳ лпнт пмн тлфΦ 

.ƻƻǘǎŎƻƻǝƴƎτaƻƴŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ тǇƳ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ /ǳƳƳƛƴǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΦ  CƛǊǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŦǊŜŜΦ  
.ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘΦ /ŀƭƭ !ƴƧƻŜŜƴ 
ƻƴ флпм оллр ƻǊ ǎŜŜ {ǳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘŜƳƛǎǘ ƻǊ [ȅƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜΦ 

Dƭƻōŀƭ /ŀǊŀǾŀƴ ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ 5ŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
5ǊǳƳƳƛƴƎτ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /w/Φ рǇƳΥ .ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ŘŀƴŎŜ 
ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  рΦолǇƳΥ ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ ŘǊǳƳƳƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  
сΦллǇƳ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  /ŀƭƭ 
YƛǊǎǘȅ ƻƴ флпм млпмΦ    

aŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜŘτ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ нǇƳτрǇƳΦ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ tŜǘŜǊ aŎ/ǊŀŜ ƻƴ лпнт снр 
лнт ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ !ǊƳȅ /ŀŘŜǘ ¦ƴƛǘ рмлτCƻǊ 
ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
hŶŎŜǊ ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƎŜ нƴŘ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ 
YŀǊƛƴŘŀ {ƳƛǘƘ aƻō лпнт лул фмоΦ  

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ŀƳŜǊŀ /ƭǳōτ9Ƴŀƛƭ 5ŀƛƴŀ 
ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ŀǘ ŘŀƛƴŀǎǳǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘϪ 
ōƛƎǇƻƴŘΦŎƻƳΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘτ{ǳƴŘŀȅǎ 
млŀƳ ƻƴ ¢ƘǊƻǎǎŜƭƭ wƻŀŘΦ  YƛŘǎ /ƭǳōτ
Yτ¸ŜŀǊ с CǊƛŘŀȅǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜǊƳ 
оΦмрǇƳτрΦллǇƳΦ  Dǳȅǎ hƴƭȅ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 
DǊƻǳǇ ¸ŜŀǊ сτ¸ŜŀǊ мнΦ  9ǾŜǊȅ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜǊƳ оΦолǇƳτ
рΦллǇƳΦ wƻǎǎ лпоф фсп пссΦ   

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ DŀǊŘŜƴ 
DǊƻǳǇτŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ WǳƭƛŜ bƛŎƻƭŜǩ 
ƻƴ лпну пмп тсо ƻǊ ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎƎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
/ŜƴǘǊŜτ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ нт WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
рΦолǇƳΦ  

/haa¦bL¢¸ /![9b5!w 

What features would you like to see at the new piazza? 

 

 

 

 

 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ CƛƴŜ !Ǌǘǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅτbŜǿ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ 9ƴǉǳƛǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ лпнф сно лумΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ aǳǎŜǳƳ ϧ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 
{ƻŎƛŜǘȅτbŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 
мтǘƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнмΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ wƛƅŜ /ƭǳōτ/ŀƭƭ {ǘŜǾŜ ŦƻǊ 
ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ƻƴ лпст мто троΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ tǊŀȅŜǊτ/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘ мтǘƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ млŀƳΦ  

aƻƻǊŘƛǘƧ aƛŀ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎτ/ŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘ 
ǳƴǝƭ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǝŎŜΦ  /ŀƭƭ лпнт пмн 
тлфΦ 

tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ .ŀǇǝǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘτYŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴ 
ммŀƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΦ tƘ лпор нуп 
тфсΦ 

tƭŀȅƎǊƻǳǇτ/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ YǊƛǎǘȅ {ƘŀǊǇ ƻƴ 
лплл нпс мноΦ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜτŎŀƭƭ WŜŀƴƴŜǧŜ CŜƎŀƴ 
лпнф птм пнр ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ ¢Ŝŀτ
{ǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ ǳƴǝƭ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǝŎŜΦ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ /ǊŀƊ DǊƻǳǇτ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ 
млŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ  

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ DŜƴǘƭŜ DȅƳτ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ 
нǇƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ 

{ŜǾŜƴǘƘ-Řŀȅ !ŘǾŜƴǝǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘτIŀǎ 
ǊŜ-ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ   /ŀƭƭ лпнф ттл оомΦ 

{ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 
aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴτCŀǘƘŜǊ !ƴŘǊŜǿ .ƻǿǊƻƴΣ tƘ  
флпм мммуΦ 

¦ƴƛǝƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘτCƛƊƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ фŀƳ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ /ŀƭƭ лпну мнр смоΦ 

²Ŝǎǘƻƴƛŀ /ǊƻǉǳŜǘ /ƭǳōτ/ŀƭƭ WƻƘƴ 
/ƻǊǎƛƴƛ ƻƴ лпнф пст мтл ƻǊ YŜƛǘƘ 
5ƻǿƴǎōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ƻƴ лпун ппр лпсΦ 

²ƛƭŘƅƻǿŜǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ 
.ǊŀƴŎƘτ/ŀƭƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀƭ IŀǊǇŜǊ ƻƴ 
лпот оуу нфнΦ 

t¦¢ ¸h¦w /haa¦bL¢¸ 9±9b¢ Lb 
¢I9 /haa¦bL¢¸ /![9b5!w  

/ŀƭƭ флпм млпм 

Have your say ¢I9 tIh9bL· 
tǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŦƻǊǘƴƛƎƘǘƭȅ  
ммл .ŀǊǊŀŎƪ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ  aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ                
tƘΥ флпм млпм  CŀȄΥ флпм млпн 

5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ ό! ²99Y .9Chw9 L{{¦9 5!¢9ύ 
!ǊǝŎƭŜǎΥ  рǇƳ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 

!ŘǾŜǊǘǎΥ .ƻƻƪƛƴƎ рǇƳ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 
/ƻǇȅ ŬƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ммŀƳ CǊƛŘŀȅ    
/ƭŀǎǎƛŬŜŘǎΥ млŀƳ aƻƴŘŀȅ 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ флпм млпм 

/ƻƴǘŜƴǘκǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴτYƛǊǎǘȅ wƻŎƘŦƻǊŘ  
ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴϪƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎǊŎΦŎƻƳ 
/ƻƴǘŜƴǘτ5ŜōōƛŜ aƻǊǊƛǎ 
ƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴϪŎǊŎΦƴŜǘΦŀǳ 
!ŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎτ 

ƳŀǊƪŜǝƴƎϪƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎǊŎΦŎƻƳ 
¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9Řƛǝƻƴǎ 
нфǘƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 

мнǘƘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ϧ нсǘƘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 
!ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ 
ǿǿǿΦǇƘƻŜƴƛȄƴŜǿǎΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ 

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƴƎ Ϫ слл ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
.ŜƴŎǳōōƛƴΣ .ǊǳŎŜ wƻŎƪΣ /ƻǊǊƛƎƛƴΣ 
5ƻƻŘƭŀƪƛƴŜΣ YŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴΣ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴΣ 
aƻƻǊƛƴŜ wƻŎƪΣ aǳƪƛƴōǳŘƛƴΣ 

bŀǊŜƳōŜŜƴΣ bǳƴƎŀǊƛƴΣ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ǊƻǎǎΣ 
¢ŀƳƳƛƴΣ ¢ǊŀȅƴƛƴƎ ϧ ²ŜǎǘƻƴƛŀΦ 

J Thyneðthumbs down 
to the Shire of Merredin.  
No thought given to the 
elderly on Barrack 
Street.  

Michelle Gethinð
thumbs up to all the 
amazing volunteer 
firefighters already 
battling fires this 
summer.  Your sacrifice, 
courage and commitment 
is appreciated.  Thumbs 
down to those who either 
ignore fire bans or 
deliberately start fires.  

Clint Ritchieðthumbs 
up to the Fine Art 
Society for sprucing up 
the old library, it looks a 
treat.  

Clayton Murray: Non smoking as per usual, eating area guidelines. 

Naedine Cockram: It looks nice but wrong place to put it.  Stupid putting it in 
the busiest part of town. 

Rosemary Fraser: A lot more shaded areas especially now itôs so warm, maybe 
a cold water fountain for those hot days. 

Nicki Horne: It seems the only complaint is the parking it has taken away from 
the elderly.  Maybe they could add senior citizen parking like they do in Perth. 

Kirsty McLean: The seating cubes are an awesome idea, how about a shade 
cloth roof on them, have a cube outside Wild Poppy, a cube outside Subway, a 
cube outside Caf® 56. 

Sheron Robertson: If it goes ahead I would like to see the centre of Bates Street 
taken out to allow for more car parks and also make the other car park one 
way. 

Gareth Davies: Great idea, but poorly placed.  Could work well in the lawn 
area in front of the tourist centre. 

Ash Smith: It would be a lot better if we could use the back of IGA to park and 
to walk through. 

Donna Watson: Improve the foot paths, particularly as the disabled parking is 
such a long distance, more shade and sensible, suitable and sustainable.  
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Carols by Candlelight 
By JAMIE-LEE WALKER 

Merredin Community Carols by 
Candlelight was held on the evening 
of Sunday 13th December on the 
Visitor Centre lawn in the heart of 
Merredin. It was wonderful to see 
so many people from the 
community come along to lift their 
voices on what was quite a chilly 
night for this time of year. The local 
Merredin Churches have the 
privilege of organizing the annual 
event in turn and take great delight 
in allowing the message of Jesusô 
salvation to shine in the community 
through the special songs shared.   

This year the Merredin Seventh-day 
Adventist Church were the 
organizers and opened the evening 
with their Childrenôs Choir singing 
none other than óAway in a 
Mangerô. The Carols throughout the 
evening told the Story of Jesus birth 
from óThe First Noelô through to the 
declaration of Jesus birth in óAngels 
We Have Heard on Highô. The 
audience also enjoyed hearing 
monologues from key characters 
such as Mary, Joseph, the 

Innkeeper, a Shepherd, and a Wise 
Man explaining their experiences 
from their personal perspectives. 
The picture was complete as a lead 
singer illustrated that ñin our day 
we are excited to announce the 
birth of babies in many different 
ways and on various platforms but 
the birth of Jesus was such a big 
deal that the whole universe 
rejoiced as Angels shouted the 
good newsò. The music for the 
evening was led by an enthusiastic 
group of local singers and 
musicians and the audience further 
enjoyed special performances from 
local choir A Choired Taste singing 
óAfrican Noelô & óOn a Starlit 
Nightô and the fresh voices of the 
Merredin College Choir with óThis 
Christmas timeô and óBecause itôs 
Christmasô. 

The evening was a delightful 
celebration of Christmas and the 
Merredin Churches Fraternal would 
hope that the entire Merredin 
community and surrounding areas 
had a safe and wonderful Christmas 
season. May God bless you all! 

{ŜǾŜƴǘƘ 5ŀȅ !ŘǾŜƴǝǎǘ ǎƛƴƎŜǊǎ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ /ƘƻƛǊ 

the chance to ride in with Santa on 
the Menôs Shed train, before Santa 
took his seat on the Visitor Centre 
front lawn and posed for photos. A 
big thank you to Santa for taking the 
time out of his busy schedule to visit 
us down in Merredin ï we all loved 
seeing him! 

Thank you also to the Gala Night 
working group, stallholders, 
businesses and volunteers who gave 
their time to be at the event ensuring 
there was plenty to see and do for 
people of all ages. 

To the sponsors that assisted in the 
delivery of the event; Lotterywest, 

(Continued from page 1) 

Gala Night 2020 cont. 

Collgar, Risen Energy, Desert Eagle 
Helicopters, Merredin IGA, 
Merredin Community Resource 
Centre, Merredin Menôs Shed, CBH, 
Shire of Kellerberrin, Shire of 
Mukinbudin, Triple M, Merredin 
SES and Merredin Playgroup, we 
couldnôt of done it without you, 
thank you! 
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Court Report  
11th December 2020 

Perth Courthouse 

Lindsay George appeared on charges 
of a breach of conditional suspended 
imprisonment order, 8 counts of a 
breach of family violence restraining 
order or violence restraining order, 
an attempt to pervert justice, a 
breach of bail (fail to appear soon 
after) and a break of bail 
undertaking.  He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 8th January 
2021. 

14th December 2020 

Northam Courthouse 

Brian Gill appeared on 3 counts of 
common assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation.  
The matters were adjourned to 
appear in Perth on the 2nd February 
2021. 

16th December 2020 

Kalgoorlie Courthouse 

Peter Litwin appeared on 2 counts of 
dangerous driving causing bodily 
harm in a manner that was dangerous 
to the public.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Rockingham 
on the 25th January 2021. 

Perth Courthouse 

Dion Jaxon appeared on a charge of 
unlawfully did grievous bodily harm 
with a circumstance of aggravation.  
He was remanded to appear in Perth 
on the  27th January 2021. 

17th December 2020 

Albany Courthouse 

Dion Jetta appeared on 5 counts of 
breach of bail undertaking (fail to 
appear soon after), 2 counts of 
stealing, 2 counts of no authority to 
drive - cancelled, 2 counts of 
unlicensed person possess firearm/
ammunition, possess a prohibited 
drug (Cannabis), possessed a 
prohibited drug (Cocaine), give false 
personal details to Police, 2 counts of 
possession of stolen or unlawfully 
obtained property, burglary and 
commit, gaining benefit by fraud, 
steal motor vehicle and drives or 
assumes control without consent, 

steal motor vehicle (as defined in 
section 371A criminal code, carried 
(possessed) an article with intent to 
cause fear that someone will be 
injured or disabled), and behaving in 
a disorderly manner in a Police 
station or lock-up.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Albany on the 
7th January 2021. 

18th December 2020 

Joondalup Courthouse 

Callum Tranter was convicted of 
driving a motor vehicle under the 
influence of alcohol.  He was fined 
$1600 and ordered to pay costs of 
$130.50. 

21st December 2020 

Northam Courthouse 

Daine Bradley appeared on a charge 
of driving with prescribed illicit drug 
in oral fluid or blood.  The matter 
was adjourned to appear in Northam 
on the 22nd February 2021. 

Perth Courthouse 

Nathan Smith appeared on charges 
of criminal damage or destruction of 
property, and breach of family 
violence restraining order or violence 
restraining order.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Perth on the 
26th February 2021. 

22nd December 2020 

Merredin Courthouse 

Bacopak Pty Ltd plead guilty to 
allowing clearing of native 
vegetation to occur without 
authorisation.  They received a fine 
of $2500, and ordered to pay costs of 
$905.70.  They also appeared on 2 
further counts of allowing clearing of 
native vegetation to occur without 
authorisation.  These charges were 
both dismissed. 

Adam Cox appeared on charges of 
causing smoke or excessive noise or 
left a substance on the driving 
surface in a confiscation zone, and of 
disorderly behaviour in public.  The 
matters were adjourned to appear in 
Merredin on the 2nd February 2021. 

Leigh Ferris was convicted of assault 
occasioning bodily harm.  He 

received a 7 months suspended 
imprisonment order, suspended for 
10 months. 

Ryan Hemsley plead guilty to having 
no authority to drive - suspended 
(other than fines suspension).  He 
received a 6 months and 1 day 
suspended imprisonment order, 
suspended for 6 months and had his 
licence suspended for a further 9 
months.  He also plead guilty to 
exceeding the speed limit between 
10 and 19km/h.  He was fined $200 
and ordered to pay costs of $248.70. 

Sheaylee Jeanes appeared on charges 
of common assault, and common 
assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation.  
She was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 2nd February 2021. 

Joshua Macri appeared on a charge 
of breach of bail (fail to appear soon 
after), and 2 counts of assault Public 
Officer.  He was remanded to appear 
in Merredin on the 19th January 
2021. 

Aaron Mathews appeared on charges 
of driving a motor vehicle under the 
influence of alcohol, used an 
unlicensed vehicle on a road, carried 
(possessed) an article with intent to 
cause fear that someone will be 
injured or disabled, never held a 
drivers licence and drove, caused or 
permitted a vehicle with a forged, 
replica or false plate to be driven on 
a road.  He was remanded to appear 
in Merredin on the 2nd February 
2021. 

Archibald McPhillips plead guilty to 
cultivating a prohibited plant.  He 
was fined $800 and ordered to pay 
costs of $248.70. 

Robert Parish appeared on a charge 
of having no authority to drive - 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension).  The matter was 
dismissed. 

Scott Paton appeared on a charge of 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended).  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Merredin on 
the 12th January 2021. 

Craig Taylor appeared on a charge of 
impeded another person's normal 

breathing or blood circulation by 
applying pressure to the neck.  He 
was remanded to appear in Perth on 
the 19th January 2021. 

Andrew Tuffley appeared on charges 
of common assault in circumstances 
of aggravation or racial aggravation, 
driving a motor vehicle under the 
influence of alcohol, assault Public 
Officer, obstructing Public Officers, 
and of having no authority to drive - 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension).  He was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 2nd 
February 2021.  

Allan Hayden appeared on a charge 
of unlawfully assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation, breach of protective bail 
conditions, and 22 counts of 
breached a family violence 
restraining order, He was remanded 
in custody to appear in Northam on 
the 18th January 2021 

Damian McPhillips appeared on 2 
counts of common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation, 5 counts of 
breached a family violence 
restraining order, and possess a 
prohibited drug (Cannabis).  He was 
remanded in custody to appear in 
Perth on the 23rd December 2020. 

Perth Courthouse 

Jamie-Lee Purser appeared on a 
charge of damaging property by 
graffiti.  The matter was adjourned to 
appear in Armadale on the 12th 
January 2021. 

Kim Friis appeared on charges of 
possess or copy an indecent or 
obscene article, inadequate storage 
facility for firearms, and failed to 
ensure safe-keeping of firearm/
ammunition.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Perth on the 
11th January 2021. 

Dwight Dodd appeared on a charge 
of obstructing Public Officers.  The 
matter was adjourned to appear in 
Perth on the 19th January 2021. 

23rd December 2020 

Perth Courthouse 

Christopher Milosz appeared on a 
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charge of possession of stolen or 
unlawfully obtained property.  He 
was remanded to appear in Perth on 
the 4th January 2021. 

Ralph Palmer appeared on previous 
charges.  He was remanded to appear 
in Perth on the 8th January 2021. 

Damian McPhillips appeared on 
charges of possessing a prohibited 
drug (Cannabis), 2 counts of 
common assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation, 
and 5 counts of breaching a family 
violence restraining order. He was 
remanded in custody to appear in 
Perth on the 4th January 2021. 

4th January 2021 

Northam Courthouse 

Rose-Maree Ezeh appeared on a 
charge of having no authority to 
drive - cancelled.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Northam on 
the 13th July 2021. 

Perth Courthouse 

Christopher Milosz appeared on a 
charge of possession of stolen or 
unlawfully obtained property.  He 
was remanded to appear in Perth on 
the 25th January 2021. 

Damian McPhillips was convicted of 
2 counts of common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation.  He received a 9 
months community based order for 
each charge. He was convicted of 
breaching a family violence 
restraining order.  He received a 9 
months community based order.  He 
was convicted of breaching a family 
violence restraining order.  He 
received a fine of $250.  He was 
convicted of 5 counts of breaching a 
family violence restraining order.  
He received fines of $1,000 and a 9 
month community based order..  He 
was also convicted of possessing a 
prohibited drug (Cannabis).  He was 
fined $100 and ordered to pay costs 
of $130.50. 

Rockingham Courthouse 

Annette Luke appeared on a charge 
of assaulting a Public Officer.  She 
received a community based order 
for 1 year. 

7th January 2021 

Albany Courthouse 

Dion Jetta was convicted of 2 counts 
of being an unlicensed person who 
possesses firearm/ ammunition and 
was fined $400, of stealing a motor 
vehicle and received a 4 month 
imprisonment order, of carrying an 
article with intent to cause fear that 
someone will be injured or disabled 
and received a 2 month 
imprisonment order, 2 counts of 
having no authority to driveð
cancelled and received a 6 month 
imprisonment order and had his 
licence suspended for 9 months, of 
behaving in a disorderly manner in a  
police station or lock-up and was 
fined $1,000, 2 counts of a breach of 

bail (fail to appear soon after) and 
was fined $600, 2 counts of 
possessing stolen or unlawfully 
obtained property and received a 2 
month imprisonment order and was 
fined $400, 3 counts of a breach of 
bail undertaking and was fined $600 
and received a 2 month 
imprisonment order, of stealing a 
motor vehicle and driving or 
assuming control without consent 
and received a 4 month 
imprisonment order, of gains benefit 
by fraud and was fined $500, of 
burglary and commit and received an 
8 month imprisonment order, 2 
counts of stealing and received a 
$400 fine, of giving false personal 
details to police and was fined $300 
of possessing a prohibited drug 
(Cannabis) and was fined $300 and 
of possessing a prohibited drug 
(Cocaine) and was fined $300.  

Perth Courthouse 

Adrian Dolbey appeared on a charge 
of being a person connected with a 
vehicle on a road that failed to 
comply with the mass, dimension or 
loading requirement that applied to 
that vehicle or its load or to the 
vehicle and its load.  He was fined 
$5000 and ordered to pay costs of 
$225.90. 

8th January 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Lindsay George appeared on charges 
of a breach of conditional suspended 
imprisonment order, 8 counts of a 
breach of family violence restraining 
order or violence restraining order, 
an attempt to pervert justice, a 
breach of bail (fail to appear soon 
after) and a break of bail 
undertaking.  He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 5th February 
2021. 

Ralph Palmer appeared on previous 
charges.  He was remanded to appear 
in Perth on the 22nd January 2021. 

11th January 2021 

Kalgoorlie Courthouse 

Christopher Bennett appeared on a 
charge of driving with prescribed 
illicit drug in oral fluid or blood.  
The matter was adjourned to appear 
in Kalgoorlie on the 8th February 
2021. 

Northam Courthouse 

Tennessee Knapp appeared on a 
charge of having no authority to 
drive - cancelled.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Northam on 
the 8th February 2021. 

Perth Courthouse 

Kim Friis appeared on charges of 
possess or copy an indecent or 
obscene article, inadequate storage 
facility for firearms, and failed to 
ensure safe-keeping of firearm/
ammunition.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Perth on the 
25th January 2021. 

Court Report  

The óBallaaratô 

By JANE PATRONI 

Chairperson, Merredin Museum 
and Historical Society 

The ñBallaaratò was the first steam 
locomotive used in Western 
Australia, effectively transforming 
the existing slow tramway services 
into the early colonial railway 
networks in the timber areas of the 
south of the State.  

Assembled in the Victoria Foundry 
at Ballarat in 1871 and named after 
the city using the old way of 
spelling, ñBallaaratò was 
transported by ship to Wonnerup 
near Busselton. Offloading was 
hampered due to winter high winds 
and rough seas.  

From 1871 ñBallaaratò operated for 
the WA Timber Company from the 
Lockeville Jetty (near Busselton) 
over some 30kms inland through 
what is now known as the 
Jarrahdale State Forest to Yoganup 
and onto Maryvale. It was the first 
of the 3ô6ôônarrow gauge to be 
manufactured in Australia; 0-4-0 
WT. The engine, costing 780 
pounds + shipping was painted 
black. The first driver, named as 
Mr. Jackson, operated ñBallaaratò 
for 5 years. 

The specifications note ñhas 2x7ò 
cylinders of 3ô6ò gauge with 
coupled wheels, weighs 8 ton, 16HP 
nominal speed but will draw as 
much as 60 horses and is made for 
iron rails 12-15 miles in 
lengthò (Vic Newspaper Ballarat 
1871). 

In the early 1900s, it was left 
damaged and abandoned on the 
beach at Lockeville. In 1925 
ñBallaaratò was donated to the Shire 
of Busselton who offered it to the 
WA Museum and eventually 

Tales from the Rails 

housed at the Midland Railway 
Workshops.  

In 1937, after a clean-up and some 
minor repairs, it was returned to 
Busselton and exhibited in Victoria 
Square. 

With a successful Lottery West 
Grant (2012) and the efforts of a 
local machining business, A Rail 
Heritage Consultant and volunteers, 
commenced the preservation works. 
By 2017 ñBallaaratò was restored to 
her former glory and is now on 
display in a dedicated area at 
Railway House on the Busselton 
foreshore. 

Creative Spaces worked closely 
with Hocking Heritage Studio and 
the City of Busselton to design a 
large mural, interpretive panels (to 
celebrate the Engine, the local rail 
network and timber industry, and 
the history of the Busselton Jetty 
precinct), a timeline and cut-out 
timber workers that provide a 
backdrop for photo opportunities. 

This project was completed in 
March 2017. 

Creative Spaces provided the 
Interpretation Concepts for the 
Merredin Railway Museumôs 
Interpretation & Design Concept 
Plan which was completed in June 
2020 and is currently working with 
the Museum Committee on the 
Interpretation Panels in the 
Museum entry. 

(Sources: www.busselton.wa.gov.au; 
www.hothamvalleyrailway.com.au; https://
Irrsa.org.au; www.railheritagewa.org.au; 
Rail Museum Merredin) 

Snippets from the Signal box: You 
can never tell which way the train 
went by looking at the track! 

RAIL WA 150 ï 2021 Celebrating 150th Anniversary of Railways 
in Western Australia 

https://www.hockingheritagestudio.com.au/
http://www.busselton.wa.gov.au
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Western Australian theatre company 
THEATRE 180 and new 
entertainment platform CinemaStage 
are thrilled to announce their unique 
account of the beloved West 
Australian true story A Fortunate 
Life by AB Facey will be presented 
at the Cummins Theatre on Saturday 
20th February 2021. 

Adapted and written for the stage by 
Jenny Davis and Stuart Halusz and 
using AV projections as the 
backdrop to re-create significant 
landscape scenes filmed by Green 
Man Media, the live performance 

A Fortunate Life heads to the Cummins 
from THEATRE 180 will take place 
within the Cummins Theatre as a 
cast of three bring to life the story of 
AB Faceyôs much-loved and award-
winning A Fortunate Life. 

A Fortunate Life is 
an autobiography by Albert 
Facey published in 1981, nine 
months before his death. It 
chronicles his early life in Western 
Australia, his experiences as 
a private during the Gallipoli 
campaign of World War I and his 
return to civilian life after the war. A 
documentation of Faceyôs 

perfect project for the evolution of 
the company addressing our vision 
for all three pillars and bringing the 
work of an entirely Western 
Australian project to a potentially 
greater audience in WA. It brings 
together our 25-year history of 
creating theatre from oral and written 
histories, our passion for narrative 
storytelling and deeply held belief in 
the power of theatre for audiences of 
all ages to connect with each other 
on a human level. Storytelling, 
through theatre and cinema is the 
best possible way to learn from our 
past, reflect on our present and 
imagine a better future. ñ 

THEATRE 180 evolved from 
Agelink Theatre, a 25-year success 
story creating theatre from oral 
histories founded by Jenny 
Davis OAM and has added Main 
Stage theatre and Education pillars to 
the trajectory into a new and 
challenging future.  

A Fortunate Life includes West 
Australian cast favourites: Rebecca 
Davis, Benj DôAddario and Michael 
Abbercromby. 

Writers are Jenny Davis and Stuart 
Halusz, the Director is Stuart Halusz 
and the Composer is Ron 
Siemiginowski.  Audiovisual 
Designer is Green Man Media and 
the Sound Designer is Ben Collins. 

The production will be at the 
Cummins Theatre on Saturday 20th 
February 2021 at 7:00pm. 
For all tickets head to 
www.cumminstheatre.com.au or in 
person at the Central Wheatbelt 
Visitors Centre. 

extraordinary life of hardship, loss, 
friendship and love the story is a 
favourite amongst readers from all 
over the world and continues to be 
studied within the school syllabus. 

This landmark theatrical tour has 
already broken new ground for 
cinema owner and composer Ron 
Siemiginowski of Orana 
Productions, who together with long-
time collaborators Adrian and 
Josephine of Albany-based 
audiovisual storytellers Green Man 
Media, has established a new 
platform for live exhibition ï 
CinemaStage. The tour has already 
enjoyed sell-out seasons and critical 
acclaim in cinemas in Midland, 
Albany, Busselton, Rockingham, 
Geraldton and Warwick. 

As the financial backer for A 
Fortunate Life, Ron brings a 
passion for quality live entertainment 
and shares the vision of THEATRE 
180ôs Artistic Director, Stuart 
Halusz, who is focused on 
bringing great stories, well told, to 
life. 

ñTheatre also lives outside of theatre 
venues and Iôve always been 
passionate about site-specific works 
which extend the possibilities of 
audio-visual creativity as well as the 
talent of WA writers, actors, set and 
costume, lighting and sound 
designers. This exciting, new project 
marries the immediacy of theatre 
with the visual impact of cinema and 
AV projection,ò Stuart Halusz, 
Artistic Director THEATRE 180 
said. 

Said Halusz, ñA Fortunate Life is a 

wŜōŜŎŎŀ 5ŀǾƛǎΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ !ōōŜǊŎǊƻƳōȅ ŀƴŘ .ŜƴƧ 5Ω!ŘŘŀǊƛƻ 

.ŜƴƧ 5Ω!ŘŘŀǊƛƻΣ wŜōŜŎŎŀ 5ŀǾƛǎ ŀƴŘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ !ōōŜǊŎǊƻƳōȅ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autobiography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Facey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Private_(rank)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallipoli_campaign
http://www.cumminstheatre.com.au
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Library Musings  

By WENDY PORTERð
Merredin Library 

Welcome to 2021.  Staff at the 
Merredin Library are looking 
forward to a new year with new 
activities.  Check out the following. 

Online Book Club 

Join a book club across Western 
Australia!  

Western Australian Public 
Libraries Online Book Club 
launched on January 7, 2021. 

There are no membership or 
subscription fees. Joining the book 
club is completely free! 

Just sign up at your library for a 
membership card and join the book 
club at  https://www.pbc.guru/
WAPLibrary 

Pick one or even up to three titles 
to read this summer. They are: 

Å  Boy Swallows Universe by 
Trent Dalton 

Å  The Mystery Woman by 
Belinda Alexandra 

Å Too Much Lip by Melissa 
Lucashenko 

As a library member, you'll also 
have access to a free ebook copy of 
the titles for the duration that they 
are discussed. Please contact your 
local library for assistance.  

Ongoing, the book club will read 
one book every two to three 
months, so you'll have plenty of 
time for each book. Sign up today 
and get ready. 

Project SketchBook 

The Sketchbook Project is a 
collaborative and visual 
experience that provides an 
opportunity for young people to 
share their own personal stories 
and passions with the wider 
community across Western 
Australia. 

Merredin Library is one of the 
libraries partnering with Propel 
Youth Arts WA to invite young 
people, aged 12 to 26 to 
participate in the 2021 
Sketchbook Project.  Once a 
young person registers, they will 
be sent a sketchbook that is ready 
to be cut, painted and inked, filled 
with designs, stories or drawings.   
All completed sketchbooks will 
be displayed in the State Library 
of Western Australia as part of 
Youth Week.  Following the 
conclusion of Youth Week the 
sketchbooks will embark on a tour 
of regional and suburban libraries 
in an ongoing event called The 
Travelling Sketchbook exhibition. 

To participate, complete the 
online registration form at the 
Propel website https://
www.propel.org.au  and choose 
the Merredin Library as the hub 
library to collect your sketchbook 
from.  Fill your sketchbook 
however you like ï from drawings 
to intricate math problems ï there 
is no limitations.  Return your 
completed sketchbook to the 
Merredin Library by 15 March or 
send it in directly to Propel by 7 
March.  Your sketchbook will be 
returned to you after the 
Travelling Exhibition has 
completed its regional tour. 

Library staff are always happy to 
help. Come in and see us soon. 

Kohdee 

Hall 

One of my favourite actors once 
said, ñMy body is my journal, and 
my tattoos are my story.ò 

This quote resonates with me on a 
significant level, especially as 
someone who has inked my skin 
quite a bit. Each of my 15 tattoos 
have stories behind them, or a reason 
why I chose to have that piece 
tattooed. Iôm also an artist, so I can 
see the beauty in having pictures 
captured permanently on skin. Iôve 
also travelled through 20 countries, 
so you can understand why I would 
want to capture those memories by 
talented artists who are at the peak of 
their profession. 

Yet so often when I meet new 

Thereôs no Taboo in Tattoos 
people, the same remarks and 
sentiments are repeated over and 
over... 

ñYou know ink is permanent? Why 
would you wreck your body? How 
unprofessional, youôll never get a 
real job!ò 

Believe it or not, when I worked in 
Subiaco, I wasnôt allowed to show 
any of my tattoos in the office and 
was made to cover up even during 40 
degree days with a broken air 
conditioner. Or if I did show one off, 
I would be met with an angry glare. I 
must be naive to have thought that 
we were past that type of 
discrimination in todayôs society.  

My Thoughts  

We need to normalise tattoos 
because the bottom line is - tattoos 
are not taboo in our culture, they are 
beautiful, and they tell stories just 
like art on a canvas. If they are not 
your thing, thatôs fine too! But donôt 
take it out on those who make the 
decision to ink their skin. You donôt 
know what that person has been 
through, or what they are dealing 
with.  

For instance, one of the symbols 
tattooed on my arm is the national 
Alzheimer's awareness symbol 
which I had tattooed to honour my 
late grandma who suffered from 
Alzheimerôs for years before 
passing. To anyone else, itôs just a 
tattoo, but to me, it represents love. 

So next time you see a person with 

tattoos, instead of being negative 

toward them, just donôt mention it! If 

you see me out on the street, ask me 

what the meanings are behind mine 

and Iôll happy share. I have some 

great stories to tell! 

The óLetter to the Editorô and óMy Thoughtsô section of the Phoenix is a place for the community to express their views and opinions on issues that directly or indirectly affect any part of it.  
The Editor would like to remind the community that The Phoenix reserves the right to refuse any contribution on the basis of ethics, which includes, but is not limited to, personal vendettas 
or attacks.  Please be aware that we do not ófact checkô óLetters to the Editorô or óMy Thoughtsô and therefore cannot guarantee the contents authenticity.   The Phoenix may or may not 
have the same opinion as the authors.  If you would like to reply to a particular author, please send a óLetter to the Editorô by emailing administration@merredincrc.com, or visiting the 
Merredin CRC.  

https://www.pbc.guru/WAPLibrary
https://www.pbc.guru/WAPLibrary
https://www.propel.org.au
https://www.propel.org.au
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By Roving Reports PETER and 
JENNI BARRETT 

1.  It was Merry. We took Rover 
down to the Christmas Gala night 
on Thursday 17th December. The 
place looked very different from 
the Merredin I was familiar with. 
Instead of the usual traffic in 
Barrack and Bates Streets, there 
was a huge pedestrian mall 
complete with play areas 
pergolas, and a bar. The smell of 
fresh chips and donuts filled the 
air. This town knows how to 
throw a big party and everyone 
turned out for an evening of 
festive fun. Live music, beer, 
burgers, Santa, singing, raffles, 
and games. The kids enjoyed 
climbing all over Rover while we 
enjoyed the entertainment and 
food. More than one kid told us 
this was their favourite day of the 
year and I understood why, there 
is only one thing better than a 
Merry Christmas and that is a 
óMerredin Merry Christmasô. 

2.  It was grainy. Merredin is a 
major grain receivable hub and 
that means mountains of it at 
Christmas time. As the road trains 
begin to retreat one can drive 
down Gabo Ave and see a fairly 
large slice of the entire districtôs 
economy huddled under 
enormous blue tarps reminiscent 
of circus tents. 

3. It is cosmopolitan. Ethnic 
diversity is conspicuous in 
Merredin, and people from every 
continent call this town home. 
Iôm constantly impressed by the 
welcoming and cooperative 
nature of the inhabitants which 
more than anything else makes 
Merredin a great place to work 
and play. 

4. Monsters of the Deep. The 
Merredin Railway Dam in 
Benson St was originally built 
for? You guessed it... trains. 
Steam engines were extremely 
thirsty beasts, and also rather 
fussy about the water they drank. 
This made it a very attractive 
swimming hole. The opening of 
the Merredin public swimming 
pool in Throssell street changed 
all that. Then someone put some 
giant Koi in there...... 

5.  Did someone say 
trains? Railway enthusiasts 
would be foolish indeed to leave 
Merredin off the itinerary, as it 
has always been part of the core 
infrastructure of West Australian 
rail. In its heyday, Merredin was a 
major hub with at least four 
different lines converging. The 
West Merredin freight yards were 
a hive of activity. There is 
political pressure to reopen the T3 
lines. If this were to happen 
Merredin could perhaps relieve 

Roving Reportersð10 Things about Merredin 
its heyday. A visit to the Merredin 
Railway Station Museum is a 
must for anyone with even the 
slightest interest in trains. 

6.  A military buffôs paradise. Just 
as Nungarin was militarised for 
WWII so was Merredin, and there 
are a lot of relics from that 
conflict dotted around the 
countryside. The General Army 
Military Hospital site, the Radar 
Hut on Chandler Rd, the ammo 
igloos on Nokaning East Rd, 
these sites speak of the important 
role played by Merredin during 
the hostilities. Behind the BP 
servo can be seen the remains of 
a six-million-litre aviation fuel 
storage facility. Then there are the 
two enormous barns on Railway 
Ave which was the RAAF No10 
store, mainly holding technical 
and radio equipment. They are 
now the headquarters of 
Phillbourne Engineering. Drivers 
going through Merredin along Gt 
Eastern Highway inevitably 
become aware of a large cannon 
pointed at them. Itôs worth 
stopping to investigate and pay a 
few bucks to see the Merredin 
Military Museumôs impressive 
display of obsolete combat 
equipment. 

7.  The Belarus tractor. The Minsk 
Tractor Factory (MTZ) has been 
making farm machinery since the 
end of the second world war. 
During the eighties under Soviet 
rule, they had factories in Belarus 
and the Ukraine which back then 
was part of the USSR. The 1507 
and the 1770 models were 
considered to be cutting edge 
technology when they were 
introduced, with a powerful turbo 
V6 186hp engine, 4WD, and a 
reputation for ruggedness. 

 An example of this Soviet 
communist technology can be 
seen in the corner of a yard in 
Railway Ave next to the railway 
crossing. Despite Belarus 
impressive specifications, it was 
no match for what was being built 
across the roadé 

7. The Acre master. Before he 
became Phillbourne Engineering 
Laurie Phillips was designing and 
building tractors in the 70s as 
Phillips-Merredin. The 500hp 
plus Acre master was amongst the 
largest and most powerful tractors 
available at the time. The late 70s 
and early 80s was a period of 
tremendous upheaval in 
agriculture. ñGet big or get outò 
was the catch-cry as farmers 
adapted to this new scaling 
paradigm with large 4WD 
tractors such as these. The 
volatility of the manufacturing 
sector resulted in the Acre master 
business being swallowed up by 
bigger fish. Undeterred, Laurie 

came up with another new design, 
the Phoenix. A good name that! 
Still the innovator, he now 
manufactures superior retrofit 
harvester components, among 
other things. 

8. The Merrit tree Eucalyptus 
flocktoniae is the tree that gives 
Merredin its name. Usually 
growing as a Mallee and 
occasionally as a single-stemmed 
small tree (a ñmalletò), it is easily 
recognized by its smooth whitish-
grey bark and dark oily leaves. 
The buds have a horn-shaped cap 
that pops off to reveal a white 
flower. This pretty little tree 
produces ñhonky nuts'' not unlike 
the familiar red gum nut but 
smaller and wrinklier. They are 
common in shady spinneys 
throughout the eastern wheatbelt 
and should be planted more often. 

9. They do science. Merredin 
Dryland Research Institute in 
Crooks Road has been going for 
well over 100 years with a simple 
mission: to make farming in this 
dry climate as productive as 
possible by investigating every 
trick in the book. They have been 
so successful they can claim to 
have written the book. Everything 
from GMO to deep ripping is 
investigated thoroughly. The 
Merredin and District Farm 
Improvement Group (MADFIG) 
dedicate themselves to 
implementing new and emerging 
technology such as the Internet of 
Things and remote area 
broadband.  

10. Alice Cummins, quencher of 
mighty thirsts. The only child of 
wealthy Kalgoorlie businessman, 
politician and investor James 
Cummins, she demonstrated early 
that she was a person of great 
intelligence. She became the first 
female barrister admitted to the 
bar in 1930 but it was another 
skill that set her apart. She started 

doing the accounting for her 
fatherôs company, The Kalgoorlie 
Brewing Company, but it wasnôt 
long before she knew the brewing 
business from barley to bar tap. 
James loved Merredin. The 
Cummins Theatre was so named 
because he built it, as well as a 
brewery in 1929. Alice was 
appointed manager. She was a 
pioneer in the production of lager 
beer rather than the heavier 
English style ale. It is reasonable 
to say she invented Hannanôs 
Lager which is still remembered 
fondly to this day. When she died 
of a heart attack in 1943 she was 
the 83% shareholder in 
Kalgoorlie, and the executors of 
her estate sold it to the Swan 
Brewery in 1945. The Kalgoorlie 
Brewing Company was closed 
down by Alan Bond back in the 
80s but their products are still 
advertised on the best billboard in 
town. If only that water tank held 
what it says it did. 

If Alice were alive today Iôm 
certain she would see the trend 
toward microbreweries and the 
potential for adding local value to 
our barley produce. Merredin 
would be an even merrier place I 
like to think. 


