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COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at 13 July 2021  

Tested 1,430,735 

Confirmed Cases 1036  

Recovered 1014  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 12  

COVID-19 in Australia  
Vaccinations 6,759,474  

Fully Vaccinated 2,254,598  

 

WAñCases 1036ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 124 ñDeaths 3  

NSWñCases 6,359ñDeaths 55  

NTñCases 188ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 1,739ñDeaths 7  

SAñCases 819ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 234ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 20,722ñDeaths 820  

.ŜƴŎǳōōƛƴ - .ǊǳŎŜ wƻŎƪ - /ƻǊǊƛƎƛƴ - 5ƻƻŘƭŀƪƛƴŜ - YŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴ - aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ - aƻƻǊƛƴŜ wƻŎƪ - aǳƪƛƴōǳŘƛƴ - bŀǊŜƳōŜŜƴ - bǳƴƎŀǊƛƴ - {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /Ǌƻǎǎ - ¢ŀƳƳƛƴ - ¢ǊŀȅƴƛƴƎ - ²Ŝǎǘƻƴƛŀ 
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By GEORGIA ATKINS, 
Administration and 
Communication Officer, 
Narembeen CRC 

On Monday we had a SOCK óCoffee 
Chatô with the Emergency Service 
Volunteers at the Narembeen Co-Op 
Caf®.  This begun the week nicely 
allowing members of the community 
and Emergency Service Volunteers 
to come together and discuss the 
importance that SOCK Week has on 
our community.  

On the Tuesday we held a óKnow 
Your CarôðBasic Mechanical Skills 
Workshop at AMAC Mechanical 
where we learnt about how to 
change a tyre, check water and oil 
and check tyre pressure.  Thank you 
to Marcus Cheetham for hosting this 
workshop for us.  

Wednesday was óWake-Up 
Wednesdayô where we encouraged 
members of the community to go to 
the Narembeen Co-Op and 
Narembeen Roadhouse and buy a 
coffee where they would receive a 
free SOCK Week keyring and $1 
would be donated towards SOCK 
Week 2022.  

On Thursday night after sports 
training, we had a óLetôs Talk Road 
Safetyô chat at the Rec Centre.  With 
about 50 people in attendance. 

SOCK Week 2021 a massive success!  
Rodney Thornton from Road Wise 
spoke about the importance of road 
safety and gave us all some 
important statistics that were a real 
eye opener to many.  

Des Smoker also spoke about his 
experience with a tragedy in his 
family.  

A big thank you to Rodney and Des.  

Friday was the popular óFlouro 
Fridayô where many people in our 
community dressed up in flouro to 
óBe Seenô.  It was fabulous to see 
other towns also participating in this 
activity:  Special thanks to the 
Narembeen District High School for 

their outstanding effort for Flouro 
Friday this year ï you guys are 
amazing!  

Finally, the SOCK Week finale was 
held at the Narembeen Recreation 
Centre on Friday night, where we 
premiered our óSOCK Poem Videoô 
which we have been working hard on 
for the past few months.  We had a 
vision and it came together and we 
couldn't be more proud of this video 
if we tried.  The video is available on 
the Narembeen CRC Facebook page, 
it is a reminder to do the right thing! 
The video currently has over 10.5k 
views and 280 shares which is an 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Shirley Horne - Thumbs down 
on the condition of Great 
Eastern Highway.  Not enough 
overtaking lanes and quite 
large potholes.  New road 
being built from Northam to 
Perth.  Great Eastern Highway 

gets left as is with huge 
number of large trucks, 
caravans and cars using it.  
Once again, rural WA is not 
looked after.  

Have your Say  

ñThe Merredin Show was this week and the committee will be starting 
preparations straight away.  Other than the sideshow, what other 

things would you like to see at the 2022 Merredin Show?ò 

 

Sharon Yates ï More rubbish bins around the oval. 

BekkyBoo Natt ð More seating areas for public to sit. 

Belinda Fanciulli - Livestock parade and contests for best of breed. 

Pam Kuhne - Please more air-conditioning in the hall where the inside stalls 

were, it was nothing short of stifling in there last year.  Everybody complained 

about it.  If itôs the same next year I know of quite a few who wonôt be 

participating.  

Kirsty Rochford - More committee members and/or coordinators so itôs not the 
same 10 people coordinating the biggest event in the central eastern wheatbelt 

every year.   

Christine Carew-HopkinsðReally like the motorbikes.  Some more local talent 
and more music throughout the day. 

Amanda CashðMore óTweenô entertainment. 

Valery Valery - Thumbs 
down, would have been great 
if someone had interviewed 
the year 10s at Merredin 
Collee regarding their work 
experience and placement.  
These young people are up and 
coming in their community 
and town and should be 
recognised for effort as well as 
the businesses that take them 
on.  
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massive achievement! 

After watching the video everyone 
made their way to the oval to light 
a candle in memory of a loved one. 
This was a very special and 
emotional moment for all, this was 
followed by a minute of silence.  

The event touched many people 
and we received great feedback. 
Thank you to all that attended and 

(Continued from page 1) shared this special moment with us.  

Remember, just because SOCK 
Week is over, doesn't mean we stop 
doing the right thing.  It is something 
we should be thinking about each 
time we get into a car.  Please 
continue or start doing the right thing 
to save lives on country roads and 
#SaveOurCountryKids.  

Thank you to all those who got 
involved with the activities during 
the week!  

SOCK Week 2021  

By MEG GETHIN 

The Merredin Repertory Club 
welcomed a new life member on 
Saturday 3rd July - Kevin Tengvall.   

Kevin joined the club not long after 
its re-birth in late 2006 and made his 
stage debut as hilarious Officer 
O'Reilly in Ma Baker's Tonic in 
2007. 

Kevin well and truly caught the 
theatre bug after that and has not 
only appeared on stage in many 
plays but has also put up his hand to 
direct or co-direct no less than seven 
plays. 

He started by co-directing Sailing 
South in 2008 and followed up with 
Jack and the Beanstalk (2009), Up 
the Garden Path (2014), Hacienda 
Del Toro (2014), Alice in 
Cuckooland (2017) and Barbecue 
(2020).  

Kevin counts directing and acting in 
the club's box office breaking 
production of 'Allo 'Allo in 2019 as 
one of the absolute highlights of his 
career. 

Kevin has also served on the 
committee since 2007 and is always 
one of the first to offer to help in any 
capacity be it back stage, with set 
building or any other activities. 

Kevin is passionate about the 
Merredin Repertory Club and 
members like him are truly worth 
their weight in gold. 

Congratulations Kevin! 

YŜǾƛƴ ƛƴ wƻōƛƴ IƻƻŘ 

YŜǾƛƴ ŀǎ [Ŝ /ƭŜǊŎ ƛƴ !ƭƭƻ !ƭƭƻ 

Kevin Tengvall Awarded Life 

Membership 



п               ¢I9 tIh9bL· CǊƛŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ мсǘƘ нлнм 

 

Court Report  
28th June 2021 

Kalgoorlie Courthouse 

Siahn Schreuder was convicted of a 
reckless driving speed of 155 km/h 
or more.  She was fined $1200, 
ordered to pay costs of $248.70 and 
had her licence suspended for 6 
months. 

Northam Courthouse 

Tristan Barnes appeared on charges 
of unlawful wounding, assault 
occasioning bodily harm, and 2 
counts of being armed or pretending 
to be armed in a way that may cause 
fear.  He was remanded to appear in 
Northam on the 26th July 2021. 

Perth Courthouse 

Alessandro Fronterotta was 
convicted of having no authority to 
drive (fines suspended).  He was 
fined $200.  He was also convicted 
of using an unlicensed vehicle on a 
road.  He was fined $100, ordered to 
pay costs of $248.70, and a half 
annual licence fee of $109.67. 

29th June 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Christopher Biggers appeared on 
charges of no authority to drive - 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension), and failed to comply 
with requirement as to provision of 
oral fluid or blood sample for testing 
or analysis.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Perth on the 
20th July 2021. 

Jeffrey Thomas appeared on charges 
of common assault in circumstances 
of aggravation or racial aggravation, 
damaging property, caused smoke or 
excessive noise or left a substance on 
the driving surface in a confiscation 
zone, threats to injure, endanger or 
harm any person, no authority to 
drive - suspended (other than fines 
suspension), reckless driving to 
escape pursuit by police, obstructing 
Public Officers, breach of bail 
undertaking, possession of prohibited 
drugs with intent to sell or supply 
(Amphetamine), failed to comply 
with requirements of Police Officer 
(Sect. 25(1)), having ready access to 
both weapons and illegal drugs, 
disorderly behaviour in public, 
possess a prohibited drug (Cannabis), 
2 counts of threaten to kill, and 2 
counts of criminal damage or 
destruction of property.  He was 
remanded to appear in Perth on the 
20th July 2021. 

2nd July 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Charlie Sallery appeared on charges 
of stealing as a servant, and 
possession of prohibited drugs with 
intent to sell or supply.  He was 
remanded to appear in Perth on the 
23rd July 2021. 

5th July 2021 

Kalgoorlie Courthouse 

Troy Hinton appeared on a charge of 
having no authority to drive ï 
cancelled.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Kalgoorlie on 
the 2nd August 2021. 

Jerrard Johnson was convicted of 
having no authority to drive ï 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension).  He was fined $3000 
and ordered to pay costs of $248.70.  
He was also convicted of exceeding 
the speed limit between 10 and 19 
km/h.  He was fined $200 and had 
his licence suspended for a further 
10 months. 

Northam Courthouse 

Tennessee Knapp appeared on a 
charge of having no authority to 
drive ï cancelled.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Northam on 
the 19th July 2021. 

Jimayne Williams appeared on a 
charge of unlawfully assault and 
thereby did bodily harm with 
circumstances of aggravation.  He 
was remanded to appear in Northam 
on the 30th August 2021. 

Janice Taylor appeared on a charge 
of common assault in circumstances 
of aggravation or racial aggravation.  
She was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 20th July 2021. 

Kerry Smith appeared on a charge of 
assault occasioning bodily harm.  He 
was remanded to appear in Northam 
on the 19th July 2021. 

6th July 2021 

Merredin Courthouse 

Tahlya Paciente was listed to appear 
on charges of having no authority to 
drive - suspended (other than fines 
suspension), failing to comply with 
requirements made by a member of 
the police force, and possession of 
drug paraphernalia in or on which 
there was a prohibited drug or plant.  
She failed to appear.  A warrant was 
issued for her arrest. 

Jessey Stanley was convicted of 
criminal damage or destruction of 
property.  He was fined $1000, and 
ordered to pay costs of $130.50. 

Jake Day appeared on charges of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(Cannabis), 2 counts of possessed 
drug paraphernalia in or on which 
there was a prohibited drug or plant, 
and stealing.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Northam on 
the 12th July 2021. 

Courtney Hayden was convicted of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant, and 2 counts of possessing 
a prohibited drug (Cannabis).  She 
was fined $500, and ordered to pay 
costs of $248.70. 

Brendon Nunn was convicted of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant, and 2 counts of possessing a 
prohibited drug (Cannabis).  He was 
fined $500, and ordered to pay costs 
of $248.70. 

Patrick Shields appeared on charges 
of refuse a preliminary breath test, 
and possessed a controlled weapon.  
The matters were adjourned to 
appear in Merredin on the 17th 
August 2021. 

Robyn Creusot appeared on charges 
of common assault in circumstances 
of aggravation or racial aggravation, 
and criminal damage or destruction 
of property.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Northam on 
the 12th July 2021. 

John Daddow appeared on charges of 
damaging property, without lawful 
excuse trespassed on a place, and 
unlawfully assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation.  He was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 3rd 
November 2021. 

Talisha Hart appeared on charges of 
common assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation, 
and disorderly behaviour in public.  
She was remanded to appear in 
Northam on the 23rd August 2021. 

Ralph Palmer appeared on previous 
charges.  He was remanded to appear 
in Merredin on the 20th July 2021. 

Cameron Vecchio was convicted of 
driving with prescribed illicit drug in 
oral fluid or blood.  He was fined 
$500, ordered to pay costs of 
$248.70 and an analyst fee of $185. 

Perth Courthouse 

Michael Hallett appeared on 21 
counts of being a person who was 
cruel to an animal.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Perth on the 
11th August 2021. 

Nigel Hallett appeared on 13 counts 
of being a person who was cruel to 
an animal.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Perth on the 
11th August 2021. 

Hallett Farm Group Pty Ltd appeared 
on 9 counts of being a person who 
was cruel to an animal.  The matters 
were adjourned to appear in Perth on 
the 11th August 2021. 

Hillview Farm Pty Ltd appeared on 4 
counts of being a person who was 
cruel to an animal.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Perth on the 
11th August 2021. 

Pinehill Farm Pty Ltd appeared on 5 
counts of being a person who was 
cruel to an animal.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Perth on the 
11th August 2021. 

Sunpride Sheep Pty Ltd appeared on 
14 counts of being a person who was 
cruel to an animal.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Perth on the 
11th August 2021. 
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Peter 

Barrett 

Green 

My Thoughts  Library Musings  

Itôs early July.  A very deep 
depression is traversing the South 
West Land division.  A cozy fire is 
my main solace as this humongous 
cold soggy vortex of penguin 
manure, direct from Antarctica, 
waters the paddocks that surround 
me.  I look out the window and see 
an ocean of iridescent green from my 
feet to the horizon.  Here and there a 
shaft of sunlight shines through the 
maelstrom above.  The effect on the 
young grain shoots is almost like 
fluorescence as the whole landscape 
seems to explode in a vast orgasm of 
chlorophyll. 

From the point of view of the local 
wedgetails my house would appear 
as a small island in a green ocean.  

Not just the landscape is green. 
These days green is also a political 
colour, associated with the socialist 
narrative.  This originally started in 
the 1970s largely as a result of the 
Builders Labourers Federationôs use 
of the term ñGreen Banò to describe 
strikes organised along 
environmental or cultural lines. 
Before that, the political Left were 
usually considered rather more 
pinkish in hue, and green tints were 
reserved for dope-smoking hippies 
who just wanted to legalise 
psychedelic recreation.  This was the 
narrative of the American 
conservative movement back in 
those cold war days and much of it 
remains unchanged, such is the 
conservative drive to conserve old 
thoughts and opinions.  

Despite such opposition considerable 
research has been directed at the 
1970s dope-smoking hippyôs 
favourite, Cannabis.  One of the 
most surprising discoveries was that 
humans along with most mammals 
naturally secrete chemical agents 
very closely analogous to THC, the 
ñactive ingredientò of Cannabis. 
Also fascinating is that there are 
specific receptors on many of our 
individual cells that are activated and 
suppressed by the balance of these 
chemical agents, known as the 
ñendocannabinoidò system.  Not 

surprisingly many of these are 
situated in the nervous system but of 
particular interest is the proliferation 
of these receptors among our 
immune cells. Neurologists, pain 
specialists and Immunology experts 
alike are hard at work investigating 
the clinical significance of the 
cannabinoid system and establishing 
the viability of Cannabis as a proven 
therapy.  General practitioners are 
also taking a particular interest in 
this health issue and many are 
conscious that there is no lethal dose 
for Cannabis, in contrast with most 
of the other drugs in their 
pharmacopoeia.  No one knows this 
better than former Kunno Doctor 
Brian Walker, who mysteriously 
disappeared from his surgery at the 
hospital only to reappear a few 
months later on a ballot sheet for the 
Legislative Council of W.A. as a 
candidate for the Legalise Cannabis 
Party.  This was a surgery where he 
had cured me many times, and 
although I was a little annoyed to 
lose such an excellent and witty GP I 
was totally in awe of his energy and 
his mission.  To my complete 
surprise he not only secured a seat 
but the Legalise Cannabis Party have 
won two upper house seats giving 
Western Australia a truly deep green 
complexion in the most traditional 
political sense.  In his maiden speech 
he described Kununoppin as ñthe 
centre of the universeò and made it 
clear he was prepared to fight not 
just for Cannabis law reform but also 
for regional health delivery under 
W.A.C.H.S. and the Wheatbelt in 
particular. 

By WENDY PORTER, Merredin 
Librarian 

Come to the Merredin Library and 
see whatôs new.  Here is a small 
taste. 

Itôs winter ï and often too wet to 
go outside.  So how can you keep 
the kids entertained without using 
TVôs or tablets, yet not creating a 
huge mess to clean up?  Why not 
try óLow-mess crafts for kidsô by 
Debbie Chapman.  The book 
contains 72 projects to create your 
own magical worlds.  These 
creations use everyday items such 
as pipe cleaners, pom poms and 
pegs as well as paper plates, 
cardboard and toilet rolls.  Make a 
rubber glove dragon puppet or a 
toilet roll octopus.  Maybe 
glittering space rocks or a wiggly 
worm puppet are more your style.   

For those who donôt mind a little 
mess try óUltimate Slimeô by 
Alyssa Jagan.  This book contains 
over 100 new, Borax-free slime 
recipes and projects.  It starts with 
essential ingredients, including 
slime safety and ends with colour 
changing slime and how to make 
slime sculptures. 

Have you ever thought, are there 

just a few things and events that 
have had the biggest impact on 
Australian history.  John Hirst has 
suggested ñAustralian history in 7 
questionsô.   The questions include 
why did Aborigines not become 
farmers, what effect did convict 
origins have on national character 
and why is Australia not a republic.  
This book is written for the novice 
and expert alike. 

Do you find it frustrating trying to 
find information over the internet?  
Not sure what is real and what is 
ófake newsô.  The Merredin Library 
is offering free access to 
LIBRARY eResources.  This site 
contains links to pages ranging 
from the latest Covid-19 
information to live safaris in 
Africa.  The Merredin Library has 
always offered free online courses, 
but now these include courses from 
prestigious schools like Harvard 
and Cambridge.  All resources are 
vetted by teachers, librarians and 
academics.  Ask library staff for 
details. 

Remember library staff are always 
happy to help you find what you 
need, and even, sometimes, things 
you didnôt even know you needed.  
Come and see us today. 
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Tales from the Rails 

RAIL WA 150 ï 2021 Celebrating 150th Anniversary of Railways in Western Australia 

By JANE PATRONI, Chairperson 

One of the Railway stalwarts 
responsible for the saving and 
preservation of the Merredin 
Railway Museum was Jim Medlen. 
His story forms part of a valuable, 
historical record of life in a Railway 
town preserved in the Merredin 
Library archives.  In this edition we 
take a look at starting railway life in 
Merredin for Jim and his young 
family.  I thank Wendy Porter 
(Librarian) for access to this 
information and permission to share 
this extract from Jimôs story.  

Part 1 ï Starting Railway Life in 
Merredin for Jim and his Family  

I was born in Kalgoorlie in June 
1927 and came to Merredin on 
transfer with the railways.  When I 
first came here I was residing in a 
railway house in Todd St.  After 
retiring I was shifted down to 
Growden Street.  The main reason I 
chose Merredin is because one of my 
children suffered asthma but there 
was also good education facilities 
and some good opportunities for my 
children after they left school.  

Merredin as a town was a bit 

different from Bunbury, where I was 
transferring from, but I did have an 
idea of what the town would be like 
because I was in the army in 
Nungarin in 1946.  When I first 
arrived in Merredin, I had to leave 
my wife and family behind me 
because there was no housing 
available in Merredin.  That wasnôt 
unusual in that era.  I was looking 
forward to railway house 
accommodation but because they 
were all full, I had to reside in the 
old Barracks which were situated in 
Barrack Street opposite the old Shire 
buildings.  A lot of single men used 
to use them ï it was more or less 
ñThe Single Mensô Barracksò.  I 
suppose it wasnôt uncomfortable 
living because of the companionship 
formed between us.  A lot of single 
blokes formed a bit of a cricket 
association.  We got an old cricket 
bat and played a bit of cricket against 
the old latrine wall.  So thatôs where 
our local cricket team more or less 
started from.  Fortunately, I only had 
to wait 6 weeks for a house to 
become available and I was then able 
to shift my wife and family to a brick 
home in Todd St.  A tin bath, chip 
heater and a toilet in the back yard 
was described as comfortable back 

then. 

Around that time (we moved to 
Merredin) the whole of the Railway 
would have been about four to five 
hundred (400-500) people, not only 
the loco crews.  Gang workers, light 
and signal maintainers, tradesmen 
were also part of the population. The 
other thing I found different when I 
was living in my home, the block I 
was living in was generally railway 
men.  So you used to pop in next 
door for a cup of tea.  This was also 
a good communal life for children. 
In Todd Street there were at least 40 
children among the residents.  That 
was just in one block, so it was a 
hive of activity all the time.  I 
remember the Nealeôs, Williamsonôs, 
Meadowôs, Sadieôs who had a great 
pride of children and the Pippses.  

We all related to each other (in Todd 
Street).  I could have been a fireman 
and it could have been a driver next 
door and I could have been working 
with him the whole time.  So you 
had your association of work as well 
as your living standards and then 
your wives and children all knew 
each other so you had that communal 
group as well.  And you got involved 

in a lot of other things in the railway 
town as well, because some would 
play tennis, some would play bowls, 
some were involved with the 
Railway Institute which had a fairly 
strong and committed Committee.  
So you had a fairly close 
involvement with nearly all the 
people in the community.  It was 
like one big happy, well sometimes 
happy ï but one big family.  They 
were very loyal ï they had to be 
loyal because when you went to 
work on the footplate which on a 
locomotive is not a very big area you 
had to depend on one another.  The 
fireman would feed the steam up for 
the driver and the driver had to 
handle the locomotive so he didnôt 
cause any friction for the fireman.  It 
was a team effort for you to move 
the train from one section to another, 
then when you arrive (at Yellowdine 
or Pantapin) you were in close, 
nearly as close association as me and 
my wife.  (At the Barracks ) because 
you had one room with 2 beds and 
you cooked in a communal kitchen 
and if your mate snored youôd sleep 
with disruption!  

(to be continuedé)  Merredin Oral 
History Program (18 April 2004) 

Snippet from the Signal Box: Have 
you ever lost a train ticket?  In 1974 
the following tickets were issued for 
travel but deemed lost: Mrs J 
Angelinovich (Merredin-Perth Rtn); 
Mr S Kennington (Perth-Merredin 
Rtn); Paper Passenger ï Missing 
from Book.  

ñA good service is the finest answer 
to criticism and is the only one the 
Public really ever acceptsò. 

(Weekly Notice ï for Information of 
Staff Only ï No 20 ï for Week 
ending Saturday 1 June 1974) 
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