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The beginning of construction at Merredin 
Hospital marks the next step towards major 
upgrades that will modernise and expand one of 
the Wheatbelt’s major health facilities. 

Member for Central Wheatbelt Mia Davies MLA 
said the $15.975 million upgrades, funded by 
Royalties for Regions through the $500 million 
Southern Inland Health Initiative (SIHI), will 
deliver new features as well as upgrades to the 
existing building. 

“The project includes a new emergency 
department, new building for Aboriginal health, 
allied health and outpatient services such as 
physiotherapy, school and child health clinics, 
mental health, consulting rooms for visiting 
specialists and telehealth amenities,” she said. 

“Palliative care, medical imaging, sterilising 
services and the kitchen, laundry and 
administration areas will all be upgraded.” 

West Australian company Pindan was awarded 
the construction tender in December 2016 and 
the design was completed by longstanding WA 
firm Peter Hunt Architect to blend old and new 
elements of the hospital. 

Ms Davies, who toured the site with Member for 
the Agruicultural Region Hon Martin Aldridge 
MLA last month, said it was likely to generate 
upward of 200 jobs during the two-year 
construction phase of the project. 

Merredin Hospital is one of 37 hospitals and 
health centres to benefit from a $300 million 

Merredin Hospital upgrade works underway 

Royalties for Regions SIHI capital works program 
improving hospital infrastructure. 

Other hospitals in the Central Wheatbelt 
undergoing upgrades include Northam ($42m), 
Wongan Hills ($5.6m), Boddington ($1.77m), 
Corrigin ($4.29m), Kellerberrin ($3.55m) and York 
($6.16m). 

Additional investment in a Primary Health Care 
Demonstration Program that includes sites at 

Cunderdin ($8.44m) and Pingelly ($8.4m) will 
provide the community with access to a range of 
health services and providers under one roof. 

“SIHI is not only focuses on hospital and 
equipment improvements, but delivering 
innovative dementia and aged care solutions, 
primary health care, revolutionary emergency 
telehealth services and attracting more health 
workers to regional WA,” Ms Davies said. 
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Community 

Every Saturday—Tammin Market Day—Puma Tammin 
Roadhouse—9am –1pm call Glenice Batchelor 0428 371 
221 for more info.  

Friday 17th March 

Messages from Heaven—Gypsy Maggie Rose—
Dimensions Wellness Centre, Merredin—7pm. 

Saturday 18th March 

MT MARSHALL COMMUNITY SHOW—Bencubbin Rec 
Grounds—gates open 11am. 

 Sunday 19th March 

Two Dogs Releaf Weekend—Beyondblue fundraiser—
9am—2pm, Merredin 

Thursday 23rd March 

Everybody Loves Lucy—Cummins Theatre, Merredin—
7.30pm. 

Friday 24th March 

Merredin Twilight International Food Festival—Cummins 
Theatre, Merredin—6pm. 

Saturday 25th March 

MERREDIN COMMUNITY SHOW Merredin Rec 
Grounds—gates open 10am.  

Saturday 1st April 

Narembeen Bolt & Twilight Triathlon—Narembeen 
Aquatic Centre—3.30pm. 

Regular Events 

0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for 0—4 year 
olds.  Contact Emma Fitzsimons on 9041 0962 or 
efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au 

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 9.30pm at 
the Masonic Lodge in Coronation St.  First night is free.  
Beginners to advanced.  Call Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see 
Sue at the Chemist or Lyn at the Post Office. 

Camera Club—Photos due in 10 days prior (Sunday 
evening).  dainasutherland@bigpond.com    

Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on  
0411 984 123 for more info. 

Merredin Community Singers—All levels welcome.  
Monday evening at the Senior Centre.  Community 
singing 6.30 to 7.30pm; Choir 7.30 to 9.00pm. 

Merredin Museum & Historical Society—Meetings first 
Wednesday of the month 5.00pm at Railway Museum.  All 
Welcome. 

Merredin Rifle Club—1st and 3rd Sunday of the month.  
9am—12noon. Call Stephen for more info on 0428 412 
213. 

Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 during the 
school term at Throssell Road, opposite the pool.  
Contact Daina on 0409 089 252. 

Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 12 noon, 
Shed Restaurant unless otherwise advised, contact Julie 
Townrow 0429 411 377 or email 
julietownrow@westnet.com.au  

Senior’s Centre Craft Group—Wednesday mornings 
9.30—11.30, bring your own crafts, learn a new craft or 
just come for a chat. 

Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday morning 
10.00—11.30am at the Senior’s Centre.  Free.  All 
welcome. 

Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00pm at the 
Senior’s Centre. Afternoon tea to follow.  Free. 

Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the Merredin 
Library, for children up to 5 years old. 

Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their stories or just 
listen. Mondays 10.00am—11.30am, starting with 
morning tea.  Senior’s Centre.  $1. 

Tribal Belly Dancing—Fun and fitness for all ages and 
levels of experience.  Mondays 5.30—7.00pm. Beginners 
classes starting May 2017. First night is free. 110 Barrack 
Street. Contact Kirsty 9041 1041. 

Calendar Church  
Services 

All Saints Anglican Church 
Cnr Haig Rd and South Ave.  First, Second, Third and 
Fifth Sundays at 10am.  Fourth Sunday at 11:30am 
followed by a shared lunch.  The Rev’d Brett Guthrie 
0427 605 331, Warden Su Riley 0427 412 709  
 

Church of Christ 
Throssell Road, 10am Sunday Worship and Sunday 
School Ph 0408 484 711 
 

Merredin Churches Fraternal 
PO Box 463, Merredin,  
Malcolm Clark  9041 5215 
 

Merredin United in Prayer 
Cornerstone Christian Bookshop 
7pm last Thursday of the Month 
 

People’s Baptist Church 
Kellerberrin, 10am Sunday Worship 
Ph 0435 284 796 
 

Revolution Youth 
Church of Christ, Throssell Road 
Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms) 
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167 
 
Roman Catholic Church 
South Avenue, 6.30pm Saturday, 11am Sunday, 
Father Andrew Bowron 
Ph 9041 1118 
 
Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Kitchener Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship, 
9.30am Saturday Bible Study 
Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 3056 
 
Uniting Church 
Fifth Street, 9am Sunday Service 
Ph 0457 329 850 

Fortnightly  

Merredin Community Resource Centre 

110 Barrack Street,  Merredin                

Ph: 9041 1041  Fax: 9041 1042 

Deadlines  

(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE) 

Articles:  5pm Wednesday 

Advertising: Booking 5pm Thursday 

Copy finalised 11am Friday    

Classifieds: 10am Monday 

Contacts:    

Content/production—Kirsty Rochford 9041 1041 

administration@merredincrc.com 

Content—Debbie Morris 9041 1041  

merredin@crc.net.au 

Advertising— Corey Tucker 9041 1041  

marketing@merredincrc.com 

Upcoming Editions 

31st March 

14th & 28th April 

Available as an online subscription, 

www.merredincrc.com 

Tales of the Past 

Lots of people have been complaining about the 
weather –too hot to do anything, too humid etc.  
Well, to me this is just perfect weather for reading.  
Come in to the Merredin Regional Library and see 
what’s on offer. 

For those who like Australiana how about trying 
“Boy from the Bush” by Lee Kernaghan and Colin 
Buchanan.  This large print book is an affectionate 
celebration of the sound, characters and milestones 
from the life of Australian music legend Lee 
Kernaghan.  Discover what destroys a caravan on 
Nine Mile Hill to what happened in the Albury High 
lunchtime music room. 

Did you ever enjoy James Herriot’s books about 
being a country vet?  How about trying “Tales from 
the tail end” by Emma Milne.  From 1996 Emma 
Milne started as a newly qualified vet for eleven 
series of BBC television’s ‘Vets in Practice.’  Emma 
talks about strange things like the numerous things 
that could get stuck in an animal’s stomach to how to 
stop a cow from exploding. 

Maybe talking books are more your style.  Try “Dog 
gone, back soon” by Nick Trout.  This story (about 
8.5 hours) is a story ‘packed with intriguing medical 
mysteries and a veterinarian hero who understands 
animals but is clueless about humans.’  Enjoy 
listening to the story next time you have to drive to 
Perth and back. 

Did you know that George R R Martin (yes the 
author responsible for “Game of Thrones”) is writing 
a prequel series.  The description in the book reads 
“Almost a century before A Game of Thrones, two 
unlikely heroes wandered Westeros…Before Tyrion 
Lannister and Podrick Payne there was Dunk and 
Egg.” 

As always this is only a taste of what’s new.  Come 
in and see what else there is.  Remember if the library 
doesn’t have what you are after, it may borrow the 
item from another WA public library.  Ask staff for 
details. 

I was teaching in Galway on the west coast of the 
Republic of Ireland when I had this amusing 
experience.  I add that the amusement came after 
the fact as at the time it was not particularly 
funny! 

My class at the time consisted of 10 to 12 year old 
boys and girls and one afternoon on of the older 
boys (Sean) became quite ill with an asthma 
attack. His “puffer” kept the symptoms at bay, but 
it was apparent that he needed to see a doctor, or 
at least go home where his parents could decide 
just what needed to be done. Fortunately the 
situation was not desperate because when I rang 
his mother’s mobile number she was not 
answering. Sean’s father was a television actor 
and was often away from home at work, but I had 
his cell phone number, decided to ring that and 
accordingly did so. The phone was answered 
almost immediately and this conversation ensued. 
“Cian O’Flaherty. Please  state your case quickly 
as I am at work .” I explained the problem and he 
replied. “I am at present in a  TV studio in 
London. I am in a set of armour waiting to be 
filmed and am so sorry that I cannot help either 
Sean or yourself! If you write down this number, 
you will be able to reach his granny and she will 
look after him.”  I did and she did and Sean was 
kept safe. It so happened that Granny and Mum 
were having afternoon tea out and Mum had left 
her mobile home on charge. 

The one thing about teaching is that it is never 
boring. 

Library Musings 

mailto:dainasutherland@bigpond.com
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CWA State President visits Merredin 
By VAL HOOPER 

Korbelka, Nukarni and Nungarin 

branches of CWA welcomes our 

State President, Mrs Heather Allen, 

to our area recently.  Shire 

President, Ken Hooper, joined us 

and his main information was of the 

11 Shires pulling together for Senior 

Housing in our own localities; 74 

houses are now coming into fruition 

over the region. 

Our State President spoke 

informally to the 22 ladies present 

over afternoon tea.  Some places she 

had planned to visit had to be by-

passed due to the flooding in the far 

south, but she and her husband 

‘soldiered on’ through some water 

and slippery roads.  It is rewarding 

when State Officers meet with 

members face to face.  A new 

branch was opened with lots of 

enthusiasm at Kalgoorlie (which had 

closed some years ago) and younger 

members were keen to take on 

office bearers positions. 

Among many items, she spoke of 

the $14,000 in bursaries awarded to 

secondary and tertiary students, 

based on need, endeavour and 

community involvement.  Also 

approximately $50,000 is disbursed 

annually to help with education, 

individual family support such as 

food and medical necessities. 

Bev Palmer, Heather Allen (State President CWA of WA), Cass Thornley and Kim Holland. 

We are a self-sustaining body, with 

no government funding, except for 

an occasional Lottery grant to 

maintain ageing buildings.  All 

money is raised by the hardworking 

members and wise investments of 

our earlier pioneering ladies.  Don’t 

ever believe that all our money goes 

to head office  in Perth, sure it does, 

but comes back to the country areas 

as needs are carefully assessed in 

strict confidence. 

Mrs Allen and her husband then 

travelled on to meet at Kellerberrin, 

Tammin and Cunderdin, before 

heading back to the family farm at 

Yuna.  
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1. School numbers dropped.  Merredin College 
has replaced North and South Merredin 
Schools.    A choice of primary school 
education has continued to be provided by St 
Mary’s School.  A much needed library has 
moved to North Merredin Primary School. 

2. In the 1980’s we desperately prayed for one 
doctor.  The Merredin Shire offering every 
possible incentive.  Today we have two 
surgeries in Merredin, both with several 
doctors and a nursing sister.   

3. Merredin has a daily Prospector service to 
Perth. 

4. Railway Station Museum,  certainly we were 
saddened to see the demise of the railway 
centre.  However in 1974 a dedicated 
committee fought to save the railway station 
building.  Resulting in the Railway Station 
Museum opened on 1st April 1978. 

5. Berringa Frail Lodge, Moorditj Mia high care 
facility were opened as well as the Merrittville 
Retirement Village now with 29 Units. 

6. The only Christian Bookshop between Perth 
and Kalgoorlie has been open for 15 years.  
Five churches are providing a choice of 
denominations. 

7. Merredin Recreation Centre provides sporting 
facilities, function centre and hydro pool. 

8. Discover the Wheatbelt tours operate as 
required. 

9. China Southern Flying School.  We are 
privileged to have groups of Chinese students 
do part of their training here. 

10.  Collgar Windfarm 

More recently Orana Cinema, Discount Store, 
upgrading Merredin Hospital. 

I apologise for any 
omissions.  We 
must continue to 
work for our 
wonderful caring 
town of Merredin. 

Without a vision, 
the people perish. 

Is your glass half 
full or half empty? 

Gloria Banks 

My Thoughts Letter to the Editor 
As Minister for Water I started the $32 million 
Farmlands Water Supply project to drive much-
needed improvements to the Wheabelt's ageing 
water pipe network. 

Over three years it is replacing 64km of pipeline 
and repairing 7500 pipeline joints. 

One year in, it has already invested $3.5 million 
to replace more than 14km of water pipes and 
install more than 4200 pipeline repair bands 
across the Wheatbelt, with one of the largest 
projects under the program having just been 
completed between Northam and Wongan Hills. 

Not only is the project designed to improve 
reliability and quality of water supply to 
Wheatbelt residents and reduce leaks, it 
is providing employment opportunities for local 
contractors. 

Twenty contracts have been awarded to date - all 
to local contractors -  including two wholly-
owned and operated Aboriginal companies.  

There will be many more opportunities for local 
businesses to bid for pipe replacement and repair 
projects in 2017 as works progress and I 
encourage them to contact the Water 
Corporation to discuss how they can bid for 
work. 

Mia Davies 

By GLORIA BANKS 

These words were headlined in Weekend News, 
Saturday, July 17, 1971. 

Quote “The sad truth is that the farmers, still 
reeling from fate’s delivery of drought, wheat 
quotes and tumbling wool prices are slowly 
squeezing the life out of Merredin by holding onto 
their money, and nobody knows when things will 
change.” 

The article went on in a very negative way.  
Certainly farmers are fewer in number as the ‘get 
big or get out’ theory spread. 

I note many positives since 1971. 
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Court Report Police Report 
Craig Brown plead guilty to 

driving with a prescribed illicit 

drug in oral fluid or blood, was 

fined $400, ordered to pay costs 

of $188 and an annual licence fee 

of $165. 

Michael Campbell plead guilty to 

having no authority to drive (fines 

suspended), fined $200 and 

ordered to pay costs of $188. 

Michael Carr was convicted of 

without lawful excuse trespassing 

on a place, fined $450 and 

ordered to pay costs of $188. 

Camaron Carroll was convicted of 

using an unlicensed vehicle on a 

road, fined $300, ordered to pay  

costs of $188 and to pay a half 

annual licence fee of $100.70. 

Kathy Clark was convicted of 

exceeding 0.08g of alcohol per 

100ml of blood, fined $600, 

ordered to pay costs of $188 and 

had her licence suspended for 8 

months.  

Jamie Dawes was convicted of 

having no authority to drive (fines 

suspended), fined $450, ordered 

to pay costs of $188 and had 

licence suspended for 6 months. 

Leah Domalain was convicted of 

having no authority to drive (fines 

suspended), fined $250 and 

ordered to pay costs of $188. 

Glen Dunn was convicted of 

driving, causing or permitting a 

vehicle with a forged, replica or 

false plate to be driven on a road, 

fined $400 and ordered to pay 

costs of $188.  He was also 

convicted of using an unlicensed 

vehicle on a road, fined $250 and 

ordered to pay a half annual 

licence fee of $133.20. 

Naomi Garlett plead guilty to 

driving with a prescribed illicit 

drug in oral fluid or blood, fined 

$400, ordered to pay costs of 

$188 and ordered to pay an 

annual licence fee of $165. 

Brett Griffiths was convicted of 2 

counts of criminal damage or 

destruction of property and found 

guilty of stealing a motor vehicle.  

He was ordered to pay costs of 

$98.50 and received a community 

based order of 12 months.   

Ruby Hayden was found guilty of 

disorderly behaviour in public, 

fined $500 and ordered to pay 

8th March 2017 

costs of $188. 

Damien Johnson was found guilty 

of having no authority to drive—

suspended (other than fines 

suspension), received a suspended 

imprisonment order  suspended 

for 14 months and had his licence 

suspended for a further 9 months.  

He was found guilty of stealing, 

fined $350 and ordered to pay 

costs of $188 and to pay 

compensation of $50. Found 

guilty of criminal damage or 

destruction of property, fined 

$350, ordered to pay costs of 

$98.50, and ordered to pay 

compensation of $200.  He was 

found guilty of a breach of bail 

undertaking, fined $250 and 

ordered to pay costs of $453.17 

and found guilty of a breach of 

bail (bail to appear soon after) and 

fined $250. 

Frederick Nunn was convicted of 

exceeding the speed limit in a 

speed zone, fined $800 and 

ordered to pay costs of $188. 

Sean Palmer plead guilty to 

possessing drug paraphernalia in 

or on which there was a 

prohibited drug or plant, fined 

$350 and ordered to pay costs of 

$188. 

Greta Riley was convicted of 

having no authority to drive (fines 

suspended), fined $200 and 

ordered to pay cost of $188.   

Dorothy Saggers plead guilty to 

having no authority to drive 

(expired), fined $200, ordered to 

pay costs of $188 and had her 

licence suspended for 3 months.  

Nicholas Webb was convicted of 

possessing a prohibited drug 

(cannabis), fined $250 and 

ordered to pay costs of $188. 

Donnelly Whincup was convicted 

of having no authority to drive 

(fines suspended), fined $200 and 

ordered to pay costs of $188. 

William Wilson was convicted of 

driving with a prescribed illicit 

drug in oral fluid or blood, fined 

$700, ordered to pay costs of 

$188, to pay an annual licence fee 

of $165 and had his licence 

suspended for 6 months.  He was 

also convicted of possessing a 

prohibited drug 

(Methylamphetamine), fined $300 

and ordered to pay costs of $188.  

By BRETT DORGE Acting Senior 
Sergeant 

Hello Merredin, firstly I must say in 
policing terms we have had a very 
good week with a reduction in crime 
being reported to police. 

We have been focussing our 
attention on the roads since our last 
report, with a heavy emphasis on our 
‘Category A’ offences, which are 
namely speeding, mobile phones, 
seatbelt and drink driving offences. I 
am sorry to say that speeding is still 
prevalent within our district and is 
appropriate to remind everyone to 
not speed. It is simply not worth the 
risk, the penalties are heavy and the 
consequences can be great. 

Further to the above, we had a 
person charged with a drink driving 
offence on the weekend. Remember 
every vehicle stopped by Police will 
result in the driver being breath 
tested, so please don’t drink and 
drive. 

We have had several reports of 
stealing from local businesses in 
town this last week. If you are 
shopping and see someone acting in 
a suspicious manner, do not 
approach them but alert staff who 
will call police. Police have charged 
one offender with shoplifting with 
enquiries ongoing into several other 
reports. Any person charged with a 

shoplifting offence runs the risk of 
being banned from the store for an 
indefinite period of time. After a 
banning notice is served, if this 
person re-enters the store during this 
banned period they may be further 
charged with trespass or other related 
offences.   

Lastly I would like to mention about 
the groups of youths that we have 
noticed roaming the streets very late 
at night or into the early hours of the 
morning. This is a concern for police 
and we would very much like to hear 
from any person who witnesses such 
behaviour and ask them to call us at 
once. Many times this may be an 
innocent group walking from A to B, 
but sometimes these groups have 
been known to get up to no good and 
commit offences. If you see such 
gatherings, please call us on 9041 
1322. 

Just remember, we rely heavily on 
you, the public, for our information 
and intelligence. Often members of 
the public are our eyes and ears on 
the street and we are very grateful 
for any information passed on to us, 
no matter how insignificant it may 
seem (it might be that piece of the 
puzzle we are looking for!) Please 
call us at any time on 9041 1322 or 
report anonymously to Crime 
Stoppers on 1800 333 000. 
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At this time of year snakes are doing 
their thing.  The males are looking 
for mates, and the females are 
foraging for food.  Now is the time 
when you are more likely to find 
snakes in your garden, sheds, chicken 
runs and your homes. 

Ways to minimize being bitten by a 
snake are easy.  Ensure that you are 
aware of your surroundings and 
where you are walking. Keeping long 
grass very low, wood piles away 
from the house, rubbish to a 
minimum, sheets of corrugated iron 
and colour bond fencing separate 
from the ground with bricks.  Control 
mice problems at home or on the 
farms and if you have pet birds 
please keep their environment clean 
and tidy.  When out walking wear 
appropriate clothing – long pants and 
enclosed shoes such as boots.  Snake 
activity is mainly during the dusk 
and dawn times but if disturbed 
during the peak heat time they can be 
more stiking.  Snakes can hide 
anywhere, though depend on where 
the food source is. 

Most common seen snakes in the 
Wheatbelt area are Dugites, Tiger, 
Gwarders, Brown and Gould snakes, 
these are venomous ones.  Carpet 
pythons and Stimsons are also seen 
but are not venomous. 

If you see a snake please leave it 
alone, do not aggravate it in any way 

A Snakey time of year 

Tiger Snake, Notechis scutatus occidentalis   

Western Brown Snake Pseudonaja textilis  

and avoid the area.  Don’t  attempt to 
catch it as this is when most bites 
occur when people accidentally step 
on snakes or whilst trying to kill 
them. 

Contact registered reptile removers 
(if in Merredin) James Kermode 
0429 043 185 or Chris Gilmore 0419 
325 592.  If they are unavailable, 
please contact Wildcare Helpline (08) 
94749055 to be referred to a 
volunteer reptile remover. Note 
whilst trying to get into contact with 
a reptile removalist please keep an 
eye on the snake and its current 
location (from a distance).  Regional 
reptile removalist are a limited 
resource. 

If you get bitten by a snake, the most 
important thing is seeking medical 
attention.  Should the snake have 
been killed it does help for correct 
identification but there are universal 
anti-venom that can be used.  Ensure 
First Aid training is up to date and 
seek medical attention as soon as 
possible.    Remember that snakes are 
protected by the Wildlife 
Conservation Act and by killing these 
animals without a valid reason can 
inflict hefty penalties. It is only when 
it constitutes an immediate danger 
to  human life, farm stock or 
domestic animals and birds that 
particular reptiles can be killed. 

Prevention options are always the 
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By MICHELLE MARKS Shire of 

Merredin 

Clean Up Australia Day is a day that 

inspires people all over Australia to 

clean up rubbish from their local 

streets, parks and nature reserves. In 

2017, over 550,000 volunteers around 

Australia cleaned up local parks, 

waterways, beaches, sporting fields, 

bushland and roadways. Ian Kiernan 

AO, Chairman and Founder of Clean 

Up Australia said, “Seeing so many 

Australians willing to get their hands 

dirty for Clean Up Australia Day 

always makes me proud to be an 

Australian.” 

One small group from Merredin 

registered for Clean Up Australia 

Day.  3 residents, including Mal 

Harper from the Wildflower Society, 

rose early to pick up rubbish before 

the heat of that day took over. Mal 

Clean Up Australia Day 

reports that they collected two ute 

loads of rubbish from Merredin areas 

including Bruce Rock Road (South 

Ave), Tamma Parkland, Old Pioneer 

Cemetery and Cohn Street.  

Clearing our town of rubbish is not an 

activity reserved for one day of the 

year. There are many local residents 

who take the time to remove rubbish 

from our parks, reserves and streets. I 

have seen Mal on several occasions 

removing rubbish from reserves and 

gardens around Merredin, Joe and his 

wife Sally regularly report rubbish 

that they have picked up from 

reserves and parks. Hands for Earth 

are a community group formed for 

the purpose of hosting fun and social 

rubbish removal events throughout 

the year. Our thanks go out to people 

like Mal who make the effort to make 

Merredin a cleaner place for the 

community. 

By JOY ARNOLD 

On the 15th of March 1922, a 

beautiful baby girl was born to 

Arnold and Doris Angwin.  Now, 

95 years later, she is still beautiful, 

and, thanks to the wonderful staff 

at Moorditj Mia nursing home, and 

their dedicated loving care, doing 

very well, and anticipating her 

letter from the Queen (or King?) in 

five years time. 

Her life hasn’t always been easy, 

but she wouldn’t have had it any 

other way, always happy, and 

accepting every trial and tribulation 

with her amazing strength.  Mum 

nursed her disabled mother from 

the age of eight, whilst also 

looking after her dad and two 

brothers, as well as going to 

school.  Her mother passed away 

when mum was only 14 years old, 

and she was sent to live with her 

uncle and aunt at the Shenton Park 

Hotel, which they owned, where 

she did housemaid work and 

looked after her baby cousin.  

Tragedy struck again when her 

brother was killed in action.  When 

the ship on which he was serving 

was sunk in the Mediterranean.  

The “Parramatta’ was a supply ship 

working between Alexandria and 

Tobruk. 

At the age of 21, mum met and 

married her handsome soldier, my 

Dad, Eddy Adams.  To cut a long 

story short, they purchased our 

farm at Booraan in 1952 and have 

Happy Birthday Joan Adams 
been here ever since.  Dad was 

born and raised in Nungarin. 

Not only did Mum bring up four 

children, she obtained a job as 

Senior Supervisor at the Merredin 

Hostel, and looked after hundreds 

of kids during her years in the role.  

Affectionately known to them all 

as ‘Mrs A’.  

Mum eventually had to terminate 

her employment at the Hostel, as 

my father’s health deteriorated and 

she cared for him full time until he 

passed away in 1991. 

Mum has four children, eight 

grandchildren and twelve great 

grandchildren.  An extraordinary 

lady, and an extraordinary life.  

Happy 95th Birthday Mum, we all 

love you.  
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Interm Swimming 

Aquatic life is a part of our Western 
Australian lifestyle and ensuring 
children can swim competently and 
safely is a must for all families.  

As part of their regular ongoing 
program, students at Nungarin 
Primary School once again 
participated in Swimming Lessons at 
Trayning Aquatic Centre this 
January. Students received their 
certificates of completion with some 
very impressive results being 
achieved.  

Nungarin Primary School thanks 

Faction Swimming Carnival 

Nungarin Primary School students 
joined with Trayning Primary School 
students in the 2017 Faction 
Swimming Carnival. 

Winners: 

Junior Girl Runner up: Ella Alcock 
and Rebecca Mullins. Junior Girl 
Champion: Zoe Vernon.  

Scitech visited Nungarin Primary 
School to teach the students and staff 
“The Rules of the Universe”. 

Students in Years 3-6 enjoyed the 
great hands on workshop making 
electrical circuits and creating a light 
source. Students learnt electricity 
travels in a loop and back to the 
source.  

Other great discoveries included:  

Lead is not used in pencils anymore- 
it has been replaced with graphite. 

Vegemite can be used as a power 
source! Who knew!! 

Students in Years K-2 participated in 
the “Move It” Workshop where they 
were required to question, predict 
and test as they learnt about motion 
using the best  scientific equipment 
of all: from the toy box! 

Thank you Scitech for a fantastic 
experience. 

Fantastic SCITECH 
Visit Linda Vernon and Valecia 

McDonald from Trayning PS for 
making this possible. 

Junior Boy Runner up: Lucus 
McKeagg. 

Junior Boy Champion: Mack Tyler. 

Intermediate Girl Runner up: - 

Intermediate Girl Champion: Isabel 
Vernon. 

Intermediate Boy Runner up: Kaden 
Alcock. 

Intermediate Boy Champion: 
Jackson McKeagg. 

Senior Girl Runner up: Zoe Leahy. 

Senior Girl Champion: Whitney 
Lawrence. 

Senior Boy Runner up: Carson Tyler. 

Senior Boy Champion: Jim Laffan. 
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CRC COMMUNITY NEWS 

Merredin CRC are working with 

the Shire of Merredin to ensure 

that there is lots to do at this year’s 

Destination Merredin on 13 and 14 

May. 

 
From feedback it was identified 
that there was some times 

Voting Made Easy 

Nearly 2000 voters came through the 

doors of the Merredin CRC over a 

period of three weeks to cast their 

vote in the recent State Election. 

The option of early voting at the 

CRC was extremely well supported 

by locals and people travelling 

through town.   

With nearly 1500 people taking the 

opportunity to vote early, election 

day was a lot quieter than usual and 

the waiting time for electors was 

definitely a lot shorter than the 

Federal Election that was held in 

July last year. 

For the CRC it was a chance, both 

with the early voting and on election 

day to get a large number of people 

through the door who may not have 

been into the CRC and see what 

services and facilities we have.   

CRC Staff and Volunteer El Lipman 

have been busy with Show Bookings 

and getting all the activities sorted.  

There is some exciting new exhibits 

and entertainment happening at this 

year’s show including Wood 

Chopping and Birds of Prey that we 

haven’t had in Merredin. 

 
If anyone would like to be involved 
in this year’s show or future shows 
please contact the Merredin CRC  
on 9041 1041 or email 
merredin@crc.net.au. 

Gearing up for the 

Merredin Show 

On Tuesday 14 March the 
Independent Living Centre Mobile 
Van set up in Merredin opposite the 
CRC to give people the opportunity 
to view a range of equipment so that 
people make informed choices about 
equipment. 

ILC Occupational Therapist Lynda 
Quigley manned the display and 
gave a presentation at 10:30 in the 
CRC that was followed by morning 
tea.  Unfortunately, not many people 
took up this opportunity which may 
affect the need for future visits. 

Independent Living 

Centre Mobile Van visits 

Merredin 

Seeking Interest from groups to do activities at 

Destination Merredin 

throughout the weekend that had 
nothing to keep people occupied or 
entertained.  A suggestion was made 
that community or sporting groups 
may like to run some activities.  If 
your group is interested please 
contact the CRC on 90411041 or 
email merredin@crc.net.au. 

mailto:merredin@crc.net.au
mailto:merredin@crc.net.au
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 Established in 2014 by Garden 
Centres Australia (GCA) Garden 
Releaf is an innovative program to 
help people understand the 
benefits that; spending time in a 
garden, being surrounded by living 
plants and enjoying healthy fresh 
produce can have on a person’s 
health and wellbeing.  

The program aims to provide the 
community with ideas and 
inspiration, information and events 
through its supporting Independent 
Garden Centres about how they 
can get involved with immersing 
themselves in plants and gardens; 
whether they are apartment 
dwellers, city block residents or on 
the land.  

The Garden Releaf program also 
focuses on raising money to 
support selected charities. “We are 
delighted to advise that through the 
support of our Independent Garden 
Centres, the media, garden 
industry suppliers and the 
community in 2015 and again in 
2016 the Garden Releaf program 
raised around $70,000 for beyond 
blue. We hope to do the same 
again in 2017.” said Karen Moad 
GCA President.  

Chairman of beyondblue, The 
Hon. Jeff Kennett AC said he is 

Garden Releaf Program 

very grateful to the Garden Releaf 
program for raising money to help 
individuals and their families who 
have been affected by depression/
anxiety and suicide.  

“Gardening may not only improve a 
person’s physical and mental health, 
but also can help to reduce stress and 
anxiety.”  

It’s all about providing A Helping 
Hand. Garden Releaf is here to 
promote all the benefits that 
surrounding yourself with living 
plants can bring and to show there 
are so many ways to do this.  

So how do you get involved?  

Independent garden centres across 
Australia will be holding Garden 
Releaf Day 2017 on Sunday March 
19. Amongst other things there will 
be loads of fun, COLOUR themed 
activities and focusing on the 
benefits of plants and gardens to 
enrich our lives, garden centres will 
be exploding with beautiful plants 
and informative displays.  

Sunday March 19 has been declared 
National Blueberry Day so many 
centres will focus on Blueberry 
plants and their outstanding health 
properties.  
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By MEG GETHIN 

The Merredin Repertory Club is trying 

something new in 2017.  It is the concept of 

‘bite sized theatre’ whereby the club performs a 

short one act play in a smaller space such as the 

Tivoli Room and for a limited number of nights.   

The idea came from club member Michelle 

Gethin who saw an opportunity to involve 

others in the club.  “I’m at the stage of my life 

where having young children means I can’t 

commit to twice a week rehearsals for three 

months at a time” Mrs Gethin said.  “I’m also 

part of our family farming business and would 

miss too many rehearsals during seeding and 

harvest which is when our club is at its most 

active”.   

The club is still committed to two main plays a 

year but now can also offer an outlet for less 

mainstream performances.   

Mrs Gethin is directing the first “bite sized” 

play called “Yard Sale” by Michael Paul.  “Yard 

Sale” is a one act comedy about Mark and Julie 

Schrader whose marriage has been 

disintegrating for some time and they decide to 

hold a yard sale to get rid of some of the clutter 

in their lives.  With a varied assortment of 

eccentric visitors to the yard sale, Mark and 

Julie come to realise that some things are too 

good to throw away so easily.   

The title roles of Mark and Julie will be played 

by club veteran Clayton Murray and newcomer 

and morning Triple M radio presenter Verity 

Hughes.  The remaining six characters are a mix 

of old and brand new faces.  David Pettit, Grant 

Bennett and Mal Harper are regulars in the club 

and never fail to entertain the audience.  Dave 

O’Neill, Tanya Withers and Di Dixon are all 

making their stage debut and are enjoying 

throwing themselves into the great unknown.  

“Because it’s a shortened rehearsal time than 

normal, I had to find people that I knew I could 

trust to knuckle down and learn their lines” Mrs 

Merredin Repertory Club—Bite Sized Theatre 

Gethin said.  “We’ve had fun so far in rehearsals

- it’s been a really enjoyable process”.  Mrs 

Gethin hopes that this will be an ongoing project 

for the Merredin Repertory Club.  “I hope we 

can incorporate some more theatre for the youth 

of Merredin- particularly indigenous youth- and 

I also have aspirations to do theatre with people 

with disabilities” she said.   

“Yard Sale” will only run for three 

performances on Thursday 30th March, Friday 

31st March and Saturday 1st April.  All shows 

Cast and crew of ‘Yard Sale’; Mal Harper, Grant Bennett, 

Dave O’Neill, David Pettit, Diane Dixon, Clayton Murray, 

Verity Hughes and Tanya Withers. 

start at 7pm and only run for an hour, and your 

$15 ticket also includes nibbles after the show.  

Tickets will be available soon on 

www.cumminstheatre.com.au and will be 

limited due to the smaller seating capacity in the 

Tivoli Room. A bar will be available at each 

show.   

For further enquiries you can contact club 

secretary Gemma Romeo on 0438 814 339 or 

check out the Merredin Repertory Club 

Facebook page. 

http://www.cumminstheatre.com.au/
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St Mary’s School held their annual 
Faction Swimming Carnival on 
Monday 27 February. The students 
all competed brilliantly and the 
sportsmanship shown on the day was 
excellent. 

Faction Shield 

Winner—St Joseph’s—557 

Runner Up—Mackillop—491 

Third—Salvatorians—372 

Champions  

Year 3 Girls 

Champion Girl—Shelby Roberts 

Runner Up Girl—Lily Brooker 

Year 4 Boys 

Champion Boy— Tom Downsbor-
ough and Joshwa Ruiz 

Runner Up Boy—Angus Townrow 

Year 4 Girls 

Champion Girl— Makayla Geier 

Runner Up Girl—Mia Barnett and 
Ellie Criddle 

Year 5 Boys 

Champion Boy— Josh Lane 

Runner Up Boy—Todd lane and 
Toby de lacy 

Faction Swimming Carnival Results 

Year 5 Girls  

Champion Girl— Holly Alvaro 

Runner Up Girl—Chloe Carlson 

Year 6 Boys 

Champion Boy— Bailey Smith 

Runner Up Boy—Digby Caughey 

Year 6 Girls 

Champion Girl— Nathasha Ruiz 

Runner Up Girl—Chloe Lane 
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North Merredin Primary School in the 70’s (taken from the Bates Street side) North Merredin Primary School (now Merredin Regional Library) in 2017 (taken from the 

Bates Street Side) 

By WENDY PORTER 

In April 2012 the North Merredin 

Primary School closed its doors as 

a primary school for the final time 

as the students were transferred to 

the Merredin College.  It lay 

unused until the State Government 

The changing face of North Merredin Primary School 

invested the property to the Shire 

of Merredin.  After some 

renovations the School reopened 

as the Merredin Regional Library 

in April 2016. 

The North Merredin Primary 

School did not start at the 

Coronation Street site, but as the 

Merredin State School near to the 

No 4, Pumping Station.  In 1912 

the school was moved to a site on 

Todd Street, before finally moving 

to the current location in about 

1938. 

In 1948, due to rising student 

numbers and in response to several 

requests from the Parents 

Association, supported by the 

Merredin Road Board a Domestic 

Science Room was added to the 

school to allow students to attain 

practical skills as part of their 

education.  In 1949 the Coronation 

Street wing was completed, with 

several additional classrooms.  

Further additions were made in the 

70’s, 80’s and 90’s adding the 

west wing, new library canteen 

area and undercroft area. 

Staff at the Merredin Regional 

Library would like to include more 

photos and memorabilia from the 

school in its Local History 

Collection.  
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Career opportunities in agribusiness 
are proving a reality for the first 
graduates from the agribusiness 
degree at Muresk Institute. 

There has been an enthusiastic 
response to the first graduates from 
the Charles Sturt University 
Bachelor of Agricultural Business 
Management run at Muresk in a 
partnership with Central Regional 
TAFE. There are more jobs on offer 
than there are graduates to fill them. 

Those who graduated have jobs as 
agronomists with Primaries, Kalyx 
Australia and CSBP. Others are 
working as area managers for CSBP, 
while two are studying for a 
graduate diploma in education with 
the aim of teaching agriculture in 
high schools.  

Boston Whooley (Denmark) is 
studying for honours while working 
for CSBP. Jodie James (Meckering) 
is diversifying the family farming 
enterprise while offering a 
consulting service to other producers 
and studying for a masters degree.  

Courtney Humphrey (York) is an 
agronomist with Primaries in York, 
Nick Hardie (Falcon) is CSBP area 
manager at Moora and Mitch Hutton 
(Morawa) is CSBP area manager at 

Career Opportunities a Reality 
Dalwallinu. Several of the first 
intake of students are continuing to 
study part time while working and 
will graduate in a year or so. 

Head of the Central Regional TAFE 
School of Agribusiness at Muresk, 
Dr Christine Storer, said: "Our 
experience has confirmed statistics 
that show demand for agribusiness 
graduates exceeds supply. 
"Enquiries from employers mean we 
could have placed far more 
graduates than we have. "They are 
also looking for students to 
undertake work placements with 
them."  

"One of last year's first years, Jorden 
Mills (Corrigin), was snapped up by 
a consultancy in Narrogin during the 
summer break and was applying 
skills she gained during the year to 
plan site maps for clients to use in 
precision farming."The demand for 
graduates is the reverse of trends in 
employment in other disciplines 
made public in a report by the 
Grattan Institute published in August 
last year," she said.  

"The study showed science and IT 
are the courses business people and 
politicians tell students to study. 
"However, in 2015 fulltime 
employment for graduates with 
science degrees was 17% cent below 

the average for all university 
graduates. "On the other hand, 
employment of agribusiness 
graduates was 10% above the 
national average," Dr Storer said.   

Internationally recognized 
agronomist and director of 
Rothamsted Research in UK, 
Professor Achim Dobermann, said 
recently that crop production was 
becoming increasingly complex and 
agronomists would play a key role in 

translating the latest science and 
technology on farms where it could 
do the most good.  

For anyone wanting career 
advancement, to change careers or to 
improve management of their 
enterprise, applications are open for 
a midyear intake for the Bachelor of 
Agricultural Business Management 
at Muresk. Study can be fulltime, 
part time or a single subject. 

Dr Christine Storer addresses the graduates at their valedictory dinner in 

Northam last year. 
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Our 3 - 6 Inter-House Swimming 
Carnival was held on Friday 24 
February in wonderful conditions. 
There was a very excited buzz about 
the school before the Year 3 - 6 
students marched down to the pool. 
Everything began with a SPLASH 
and there was lots of yelling to 
encourage those in the pool.  

A big thanks must go to Mrs Zane 
Walker who organised the carnival 
and made sure all the behind the 
scene jobs were completed and also 
to all our wonderful parent helpers – 
without you, these things would 
never be possible!! 

3 – 6 Trophy Winners 

Congratulations to Growden on the 

win and thankyou to all the teachers, 

parent and student helpers that 

helped to make the day a great 

success. Well done to all the 

students who participated and big 

congratulations to the following 

medal winners. 

Year 3 Girls Champion - Milla Kett, 

Girls Runner Up - Matilda Smith. 

Year 3 Boys Champion - Sam 

Anderson, Boys Runner Up - 

Xander Boehme. 

Year 4 Girls Champion - Pheobe 

Hayden, Girls Runner Up - Ruby 

Truglio. 

Year 4 Boys Champion - Zeke Jetta,  

Boys Runner Up - Kurtis Jones. 

 

Merredin College 7 - 12 Inter-House 
Swimming Carnival was held on 
Wednesday 1 March. The day was a 
warm one and there was no better 
place to be than swimming in the 
pool. We had just fewer than 80 
students compete this year which is a 
growing number and it’s fantastic to 
see students putting their hand up to 
represent their House. Spectators 
witnessed some exciting swimming 
times, along with fantastic 
sportsmanship which is a credit to all 
involved.  

Merredin College would like to 
thank those parents who came and 
supported their children at this event. 
They really do enjoy performing in 
front of you. To those parents who 
helped with timing and starting the 
events we offer even bigger thanks. 
Without you the carnival wouldn’t 
have run so smoothly. 

 

On the 28 February all of our 63 
Year 7 students attended the ‘Big 
Day Out’. The day started in the 
library where students were asked to 
bring bullying ‘into the open’. 
Together they discussed various 
forms of bullying and the reasons 
that it occurs. 

Suggestions were made regarding 
how to deal with a bully and also 
ways in which teachers, community 
members and others can help. 
Students were then given time to 
play a sport or a board game 

Inter-house Swimming Carnival—7—12 

Year 7 ‘Big Day Out’ 

learning how to work together and 
include everyone. After recess 
students were involved in trust 
building exercises such as 4Up and 
Human Knot. 

In other small groups they were 
asked to get to know each other 
better and work together to solve 
problems. After lunch, all students 
then attended the Merredin Pool 
where they were free to swim and 
slide as well as attempt to cross the 
giant caterpillar. The day was a great 
success thanks to all the students, 

7—12 Trophy Winners 

Year 7 Boys Champion, Xavier 
Rajagopalan, Runner-up Champion, 
Joshua Grant.   

Year 7 Girls Champion, Sienna 
Shelton, Runner-up Champion, 
Trenaya Lawrence.   

Year 8 Boys Champion, Blake Jones, 
Runner-up Champion Arlo Adams.   

Year 8 Girls Champion Jasmin 
Griffiths, Runner-up Champion 
Paige Tiller.   

Year 9 Boys Champion, Trent 
Caplan, Runner-up Champion Robert 
Fitzsimons.   

Year 9 Girls Champion Charlee 
Brooker, Runner-up Champion 
Kaley McDonnell.   

Year 10 Boys Champion  Alexander 
Rajagopalan, Runner-up Champion 
Gavin Muir.   

Year 10 Girls Champion Amy 
Robartson, Runner-up Champion 

Inter-house Swimming 

Carnival—3—6 

Year 5 Girls Champion - Tyler 

Bush,  Girls Runner Up – Grace 

Shelton.  

Year 5 Boys Champion – Judd 

Major, Boys Runner Up – Mason 

Robartson. 

Year 6 Girls Champion – Abbey 

Caplin, Girls Runner Up – Ebony-

Rose Stone. 

Year 6 Boys Champion – Harry 

Farson, Boys Runner Up – Kris 

Hayden. 

Overall Boy Champion – Harry 

Farson. 

Overall Girl Champion – Pheobe 

Hayden and Abbey Caplin. 

Good luck to all the students who 

have been chosen to represent 

Merredin College at the Interschool 

Swimming Carnival Friday March 

3rd. 

3 - 6 House Results 

Growden 203 

Mitchell 198 

Law 167 

Kelly 131 

Rachael White.   

Year 11—12 Boys Champion Kaleb 
Roissetter, Runner-up Champion 
Tyren Stones.   

Year 11—12 Girls Champion, Lana 
Drakeford, Runner-up Champion 
Sophie Caplan. 

7—12 House Results 

Mitchell 342 

Growden 264 

Kelly 199 

Law 157 
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Entries are coming in for the Tyre 
Art Competition for the Merredin 
Show next week. There are some 
great ideas and most of them will 
be part of the Float Parade on 
Saturday morning. 

It is exciting to see the community 
participation and support. Entry 

Merredin Show Tyre Art 
Competition 

forms need to be submitted, anybody 
still wishing to submit an entry can 
still do so by letting us know, as 
soon as possible.  

Contact us at Cliff Haines Tyres & 
More, telephone 9041 1851 for any 
further information.” 

By CLAYTON MURRAY 

Summers ending, Easter is getting 

closer, and that means one thing 

for us in Merredin.  Yes the 

Merredin Community Show is 

almost here.  

The organising committee for the 

show has been hard at it again this 

last 12 months and we have a 

great show lined up for you all to 

enjoy. 

What can I say but “Dinosaurs”. 

Merredin Community Show 

“AIM” to be Surprised 
Yes you heard right we have 

actual live dinosaurs appearing at 

the show this year, well almost. 

Dinkum Dinosaurs will be one of 

the main features, with petting 

trail walks, stage shows and fossil 

digging, it’s sure to please the 

kids and the child in all of us. 

Anyone ever been to a silent 

disco? Well now’s your chance. 

The concept is simple enough, 

you wear headphones and dance 

away with all the others.  There’s 

three channels to chose from so if 

you don’t like the song, just 

change the channel.  No one else 

outside the disco can hear the 

music, and with different dancing 

rhythms, and singing out loud, its 

so much fun.  

Maybe prefer to be a spectator? 

Then the wood chopping might be 

more your style. PAAWA 

Competition wood choppers will 

be strutting their stuff, flexing 

their muscles and showing us how 

it’s done.  

The fun can start before show day 

even gets here. There’s the Tyre 

Art Competition with some very 

nice prize money up for grabs, 

also the exhibition entries with 

everything from Lego building 

and beer brewing to sewing and 

cooking to have a go at.  

Don’t forget the show raffle with 

three great motor bike prizes to 

win and only 300 tickets to be 

sold. Don’t wait till show day as 

the tickets are selling fast, go see 

Toota or the CRC for your ticket. 

There’s more free entertainment 

this year than any year I can 

remember, that doesn’t mean 

leave your wallet at home folks 

but you will get great value for 

your entry fee that’s for sure. 

 Adults $10, Kids 5 – 16 $5, Kids 

under 5 Free 

As usual the day begins with the 

float parade.  Gather behind Lisa’s 

Café at 9:00am to be part of the 

float parade open to any groups or 

individuals.  

And we all know it wouldn’t be 

the Merredin Show without 

fireworks at the end of the day. At 

around 7:15 - 7:30 the sky will 

light up once more to remind us 

we live in such a wonderful place. 

Here’s hoping for fine weather, 

See you-all there.  
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Chris’s Corner 
By CHRIS VAN DER MERWE 

Do I need a pressure tank on my 
water pump? 

A pressure tank allows you to draw 
water from the water tank without 
the pressure pump starting up.  The 
amount of water available varies 
depending on the size of your 
pressure tank.  It can save you 
money by having a pressure tank as 
the pump won’t need to start if you 
are just using a small amount of 

water.  It also helps to have a 
pressure tank if you have an 
evaporative air conditioner as these 
require small amounts of water and 
without one the pressure pump 
would be constantly starting. 

If you have a question you would 
like answered about your 
lawnmower, chainsaw, line trimmer 
or other piece of equipment  
just email it to 
chris@merredinmowers.com.au. 

Merredin 

Mower 

& 

Chainsaw 

Centre 

22 Railway Ave, Merredin WA 6415 
Phone: (08) 9041 3325 
Mobile: 0428 308 808 
Email: chris@merredinmowers.com.au 
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Health 

By OWEN AND THE TEAM  
Regional Men’s Health Initiative 

A wise man said to me recently the 
three things a man needs is to love 
someone; to do something 
meaningful and to have something to 
look forward to.  These three things 
are a constant through the different 
stages of a man’s life whether it be 
adolescence, mid-life, transition and/
or retirement.  

As blokes we need to remember 
these three needs and actively stay 
engaged as they are a strong conduit 
to maintaining a healthy disposition 
and aids in building something else 
into our life other than just our work 
to identify ourselves by. 

Many people talk about resilience, 
which is the individual capacity to 
deal with stuff in our lives (this 
varies from person to person).  The 
majority of us operate within the 
bounds of the stretching of a rubber 
band (non-stretched and stretched).  
This innate capacity often boils 
down to how we are individually 
hardwired and it may also be a 
reflection of our upbringing and/or 
events experienced through our life’s 
journey.   What we do know is that 
we all need to unplug the dam to let 
some stuff out every now and then so 
that the dam doesn’t burst its banks 
and cause us to crash. 

When we link the three things a man 
needs (that is to love someone; do 
something meaningful and to have 
something to look forward to) to our 
capacity to deal with stuff in our 
lives (eg stopping the dam wall from 
bursting) it helps:- 

 maintain balance;  

 make sense of some of the basic 
fundamentals in our DNA (our 
warrior attitude); and  

 improve our individual resilience 
to both survive and thrive. 

We need to be mindful of living in 
the present and connecting with 

The Three Things a Man Needs 
others.  For a bloke this 
connectedness is really important 
and can be maintained simply by 
attending a local men’s shed, playing 
bowls or participating/watching our 
preferred sport with a friend, having 
a cuppa with a neighbour or 
spontaneously dropping in on a mate.   
So remember take time to laugh with 
others and enjoy what we do, talk to 
a mate about our health and 
wellbeing and/or ask him how he is 
going and make sure we block out 
some time at the end of our busy 
periods to have a break. 

On another matter - RMHI is hosting 
the Warrior Ambassador Awards 
Celebration Dinner at Joondalup 
Resort on Saturday, 1st April 2017.  
This is going to be a celebration of 
men’s wellbeing and health for rural 
and regional WA whilst 
acknowledging past contributors and 
inducting six new ambassadors.   

Please feel welcome to join us for 
dinner and a night full of 
celebrations. Ticket includes, 
entertainment, guest speaker, pre-
dinner drinks with canapes, garden 
buffet and beer, wine & soft drinks. 
Ticket price $100/head or alternately 
you can organise your own table of 8 
for a discounted price of $640. To 
purchase tickets please contact our 
office telephone (08)9690 2277. 

The Federal Department of 

Health has reached agreement 

with representatives of the 

Australian Pathology providers 

which will ensure that women 

will be able to continue to access 

the current Pap Test to screen for 

cervical cancer until a new 

testing program begins on 

December 1 2017.  

Last week I announced that, due 

to the complexity of assimilating 

and migrating data from eight 

state and territory cancer 

registers into one register, the 

start date for Australia’s first 

National Cancer Screening 

Register has been delayed. This 

meant also that the introduction 

of the new cervical cancer 

screening test would also be 

delayed as the new testing 

regime was contingent on the 

establishment of the new national 

register.  

 Pathology providers 
guarantee to continue to 

provide Pap Tests for 
Australian women  

Following this announcement there 

was some speculation that 

pathology providers would not 

have the workforce or capacity to 

continue to offer the current Pap 

Test as they had restructured their 

businesses to provide the new test.  

To ensure that Australian women 

could be guaranteed to continue to 

have the existing Pap Test, I have 

held constructive discussions with 

pathology providers and we have 

reached agreement which includes:  

 a proposed Medicare fee of $28 

for the Pap Smear Test to reflect 

the costs of maintaining this test 

and,   

 a new Medicare item for a more 

automated form of the Pap Test, 

a liquid based cytology test, at a 

Medicare fee of $36 per test.  

The new Medicare benefit for 

pathologists when they use the 

liquid based cytology test will help 

reduce workforce pressures on the 

sector associated with the delay of 

introducing the new test and is a 

positive move towards partial 

implementation of the new 

technology. It is good news for 

women also who currently pay 

when this liquid cytology test is 

used.  

These changes will help the 

pathology sector to continue to 

provide cervical screening for this 

transitional period 
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By MICHELLE MARKS Shire of 
Merredin 

Following the recent rains in the 
district mosquito breeding activity is 
on the rise. To combat this, the Shire 
of Merredin are implementing 
additional monitoring and treatment 
programs for some of the larger 
water bodies in the area.  

Mosquitoes lay their eggs on the 
surface of water, preferring still and 
stagnant water. While hot and humid 
conditions are optimal for mosquito 
breeding, they will breed in dry or 
cool conditions. Mosquitoes can 
breed in bodies of water of any size, 
from marshes and ponds through to 
small bodies of water such as 
buckets and gutters.  

Residents can assist with mosquito 

Mosquitoes Out In Force 
control by taking some time to 
minimise availability of breeding 
areas on their own properties. Ensure 
there is no standing water in 
receptacles such as buckets, pot 
plants, containers and tyres. Septic 
tank lids should be sealed and gutters 
should be cleared to prevent pooling 
of water. Standing water in gutters 
are a suitable breeding areas, and if 
allowed to flow into rainwater tanks 
can introduce mosquito eggs and 
larvae into stored water.  

Mosquitoes are most active early in 
the morning and in the evenings. 
Precautions such as mosquito 
repellents and nets can be used to 
reduce mosquito bites and removing 
potential breeding areas will help to 
minimise the amount of mosquitoes 
on your property. 

Last month Make Smoking History 
(MSH) launched the brand new WA
-made campaign ‘From Every 
Quitter’.  The campaign features a 
diverse group of twelve Western 
Australians who have recently quit 
smoking or are currently attempting 
to quit.  In the television 
advertisement each person delivers 
an authentic heartfelt plea directly to 
camera, asking smokers, “If you 
can’t quit with me, don’t smoke 
around me.” 

‘Seeing other people smoke’ was 
uncovered as a key trigger to light 
up by smokers involved in focus 
group research that was 
commissioned by Make Smoking 
History in November 2015. The 
same study, found that having loved 
ones who smoke was the number 
one barrier to quitting smoking for 
both males and females. This 
campaign aims to help people on 
their quitting journey by rallying the 

From Every Quitter 
support of their friends and family, 
especially those who continue to 
smoke.  It will run throughout WA 
until Saturday 6 May 2017. 

Research shows that 2 out of 3 long 
term smokers will die from their 
cigarette addiction, ie of the 257,000 
adults in WA who smoke, 171,000 
will die due to their smoking habit; 
every day approximately 50 people are 
admitted into hospital due to tobacco 
smoking and 1,600 (4 people per day) 
die from tobacco use every year in 
WA alone.    

Now is as good a day as any to quit. 
There is help out there.  Talk to your 
GP or call Quitline on 13 78 48, visit 
makesmokinghistory.org.au for 
information and resources or contact 
the Wheatbelt Cancer Council WA 
office or your closest Public Health 
Unit for any local quit smoking 
courses.”  For confidential cancer-
related information and support call 
Cancer Council 13 11 20.  

https://makesmokinghistory.org.au/more-information/latest-campaign
https://makesmokinghistory.org.au/more-information/latest-campaign
http://makesmokinghistory.org.au
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FREE ADVERTISING!! 
 

Selling things through The Phoenix 
really works! Have you got 

something to sell?  If it’s under 
$250 and you are not a business, 

you can advertise in the classifieds for FREE! So get rid of  
your unwanted items and make some cash.  

Call 9041 1041 to place your free advert. 

CLASSIFIEDS 

Public Notices 

Garage Sale 

“Spike Says” 

Bumper Garage Sale—Retired and Downsizing—

household, workshop, camping, outdoor.  Over 2 

weekends. 18—19 & 25—26 March and any day 

in between. 5 Harling Street Merredin.   

Sale of Vacant Land by Tender (T2017086) 
Whitfield Way Stage 2 & Caridi Close, Merredin 
 
Pursuant to Section 3.58(2)(b) of the Local Government 
Act 1995 the Shire of Merredin proposes to sell by 
Public Tender the following properties: 
 

 Lot 1498 on Plan 24318, 14 Caridi Close, Merredin 

 Lot 102 on Plan 72476, Maiolo Way, Merredin 

 Lot 103 on Plan 72476, Maiolo Way, Merredin 

 Lot 105 on Plan 72476, Maiolo Way, Merredin 

 Lot 106 on Plan 72476, Maiolo Way, Merredin 

 Lot 107 on Plan 72476, Maiolo Way, Merredin (cnr 
Goldfields Road) 

 Lot 108 on Plan 72476, Goldfields Road, Merredin 

 Lot 109 on Plan 72476, Goldfield Road, Merredin 
(cnr Whitfield Way) 

 Lot 110 on Plan 72476, Whitfield Way, Merredin 

 Lot 111 on Plan 72476, Whitfield Way, Merredin 

 Lot 112 on Plan 72476, Whitfield Way, Merredin 
 
Further information on the above land can be found in 
the tender specifications available by contacting Vanessa 
Green on 9041 1611 or tenders@merredin.wa.gov.au.  
Prospective purchasers are required to complete and 
submit a tender form indicating their preferred lot(s) and 
the purchase price(s) offered. 
 
Completed Tender Forms are to be marked “Private and 
Confidential – Tender T2017086”, addressed to the 
Chief Executive Officer and can be emailed to 
tenders@merredin.wa.gov.au, posted to PO Box 42, 
Merredin WA 6415 or hand delivered to the 
Administration Office, Cnr King & Barrack Streets, 
Merredin during normal business hours and are to be 
received by no later than 4pm on Friday 31 March 2017.  
No late tenders will be accepted. 
 
GS Powell 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Sandy Fleay  “Love it, 

been several times.  

Great for the town.  

Thumbs up to the 

owners.” 

Asha Carr “Amazing! 

We are very lucky to 

have this venue in our 

town.  My Matilda loves 

it.” 

Sheryl Ghirardi “I 

have been a few times 

and I think it’s 

fantastic for the town.  

Loved it.” 

Corey Tucker “Great 

venue, awesome 

customer service and 

yummy food.  A great 

night out.” 

What’s your thoughts on the new Orana movie theatre? The Merredin Netball Association are seeking a 
canteen coordinator for the upcoming 2017 season. 
Selected individual will be responsible for 
management and general running of the canteen 
each Saturday during the season. Please contact 
jacintaherbert@gmail.com or 0400653531 for full 
position description, more information and 
applications. Applications close Friday 31st March 
2017. 

Positions Vacant 

Richard John (Dick) Cooper—Gary, Kim, Trish, 
Sandy and families would sincerely like to thank 
everyone who attended the funeral of their beloved 
father.  Thank you also to those who sent 
messages, cards and flowers.  We will never forget 
the kindness shown to each of us. 

Thank you 

Excerpt from “The History of the Merredin 
District” by FA Law 

When the first twenty lots of land were surveyed 
in the Merredin Townsite, two street names 
appeared on the plan of the ‘town’. They were 
Barrack Street and Bates Street. 

Barrack Street was the main shopping street as 
the town railway barracks standing on the street.  
Bates Street ran north from Barrack Street and 
was named in honour of a pioneer settler Henry 
Bates part of whose farm is now the Recreation 
Ground. 

The names were recommended to the Lands 
Department by the Merredin Progress 
Association and approved in 1910. 

Street Names of Merredin and their 
Derivation 

With further surveys Mitchell Street emerged, 
named after the then Minister for Lands James 
Mitchell, who was later State Premier and then 
Governor of Western Australia. 

To commemorate the coronation of King George V 
and Queen Mary, the streets King Street, George 
Street, Fifth Street, Queen Street and Mary Street 
were laid out with Coronation Street intersecting 
them. 

Look for the next lot of street names in the 31 
March edition of the Phoenix. 

Note - Lots 1-20 near Merredin Peak were 
surveyed in 1892. 

mailto:tenders@merredin.wa.gov.au
mailto:tenders@merredin.wa.gov.au
mailto:jacintaherbert@gmail.com
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PET LODGE PEST CONTROL PLUMBER 

GLASS SERVICES 

CARPENTER CABINET MAKING 

ELECTRICIAN 

COMPUTER TECHNICIAN 

EARTH MOVING 
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By GRANT STAINER 

“Shadows” was the theme of the 
Merredin Camera Club’s March 
meeting, bringing out the 
shadowy side of all of us!  

The night began with the annual 
general meeting, where there 
were some changes to the 
committee. We welcomed new 
President Margret Schell, 
replacing outgoing Megan 
Simmonds who is going off 
travelling around Australia.  

We also welcomed Caryn 
Adamson as new Vice President. 
Daina Sutherland remains 
Secretary, and Glen Riethmuller 
remains Treasurer.  

Sixteen shadow photos filled the 
theme section this month, and 
another 15 photos filled the open 
section. The judge this month 
was Ian Conway.  

In the theme section, Mr Conway 
awarded gold to Daina 
Sutherland’s “Shadow tree”.  

He awarded silver to Sally 

Camera Club shadows 

Robson-Thomas’s “Bottles”, 
Caryn Adamson’s “Fingers”, and 
Kate Caughey’s “Seaweed 
shadow” and “Forks”. Bronze 
was awarded to Karen Slater’s 
“On your bike”.  

In the open section, no gold was 
awarded by Mr Conway. Silver 
was awarded to Poppy Atheis’s 
“View of her pony”, Karen 
Slater’s “Move it”, and Sally 
Robson-Thomas’s “Flooded 
landscape”. Bronze was awarded 
to Karen Slater’s “Lilly”, Margret 
Schell’s “Maternity photo”, and 
Glen Riethmuller’s “Pumping 
concrete”.  

Mr Conway highlighted that 
when considering the impact of a 
photo, you need to ask yourself 
whether the photo would make 
you stop and take a second look 
at it.  

Club members voted moderately 
similarly to Mr Conway. In the 
theme section, members gave 
first place to Kate Caughey’s 
“Seaweed shadow”, second place 
to Sally Robson-Thomas’s 
“Bottles”, and third place to 

Kate Caughey’s ‘Seaweed Shadow” 
Sally Robson-Thomas’ ‘Bottles’ 

Sally Robson-Thomas’ “Flooded Landscape’ 

Karen Slater’s “Standing tall”.  

In the open section, club 
members awarded first place to 
Sally Robson-Thomas’s “Flooded 
landscape”, second place to 
Karen Slater’s “Move it”, and 
third place to Sally Robson-
Thomas’s “Fishing”.  

The Merredin Camera Club holds 
it’s enjoyable and relaxing 
meetings at the Merredin 
Playgroup building on Throssell 
Road.  

The next meeting will be on the 5 
April, where the theme will be 
“rust”. So if you see any 
photographers rummaging 
through rusty old stuff, it could 
be one of us! 

The Merredin Camera Club 
welcomes new members. For 
more information about the 
Merredin Camera Club, please 
email Daina Sutherland at 
dainasutherland@bigpond.com 
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By GRANT STAINER 

The Carboniferous Period was 

filled with a plethora of ferns and 

large dragonflies, among many 

other fascinating flora and fauna. 

Stretching over 60 million years, 

from 359 to 299 million years ago, 

the Carboniferous was also 

renowned for its vast swamplands 

and peaty soils.  

The start of the Carboniferous was 

humid and tropical, with plants that 

have similarities to those in 

tropical areas today. This was a 

more uniform climate than today, 

though there was still polar ice that 

locked up large amounts of water, 

leading to a larger terrestrial 

habitat. Towards the end of the 

Carboniferous, the climate was 

drying, which led to another burst 

of evolution.  

Brachiopods, bryozoans and 

foraminifers were abundant in the 

warm, shallow, marine waters that 

dominated the continents, and this 

has led to a wide variety of faunal 

fossils. 

Swamp forests were abundant, 

The Carboniferous Period 

Science 

with extensive plant life. Lycopsids 

dominated the early Carboniferous, 

followed by an increase in ferns 

and sphenopsids later in the 

Carboniferous, as well as early 

relatives of conifers.  

Insects with wings that don’t fold 

back, such as mayflies and 

dragonflies became very common, 

along with land snails, scorpions, 

millipedes and spiders. These 

insects were often far larger than 

we know them nowadays, and 

played an important part in the 

ecosystem.  

The large size of terrestrial 

invertebrates and amphibians was 

due to the highest concentration of 

atmospheric oxygen in geological 

history of 35%, as compared with 

just 21% today.  

Early lizard-like animals, often 

with rather flat-shaped heads and 

short limbs developed. These 

tetrapods (four legged animals) 

later evolved into two main groups, 

firstly marine reptiles, lizards and 

snakes, and secondly, crocodiles, 

dinosaurs, and birds.   

What the Carboniferous Period would have looked like 

During the Carboniferous Period, 

the continents of Laurasia and 

Gondwana collided to form the 

supercontinent Pangea, which also 

resulted in the formation of various 

mountain belts.  

It was during the warm, humid, 

swampy Carboniferous that most 

of the world’s coal deposits 

formed, as dead plant matter 

accumulated in the swamps to form 

peat, as well as in shallow marine 

areas, where transgression and 

regression of the ocean resulted in 

seams of peat being captured in the 

stratigraphy and being transformed 

into coal.  

Overall, the Carboniferous Period 

had extremely abundant plant life, 

along with oversized insects, 
amphibians, and various other 

creatures both on land and in the 

water. It was a period of great 

evolution, and led to the bulk of 

today’s coal deposits.  

It would be fascinating to travel 

back in time and visit!  

Koorda Drive In celebrated a 
milestone on Saturday night when 
Member for Central Wheatbelt 
Mia Davies MLA opened its 
upgraded canteen and kiosk as 
movie-goers enjoyed the venue’s 
first screening of 2017.  

Ms Davies said $32,934 of 
Royalties for Regions funding 
allocated through the 2016 
Wheatbelt Community Chest Fund 
and a collective community effort 
was making sure the drive in’s 
renaissance continued.  

“Royalties for Regions funds 
smaller community-driven projects 
such as the drive in revamp to 

 Hot food back at Koorda Drive In 
make sure towns like Koorda remain 
vibrant and residents can enjoy 
modern film – in this case through a 
unique big screen experience,” she 
said.  

“Thanks to multiple upgrades over 
the years including the introduction 
of digital projection in 2015 and new 
sound, the drive in has made a 
resurgence in Koorda and 
contemporary film nights have sold 
as many as 318 tickets.”  

Final touches including the paintjob 
were put on the canteen over the last 
week, and an overhauled sound 
system made for a great atmosphere 
as films Sing and Hidden Figures 

were projected back-to-back on the 
22m screen.  

Ms Davies said the project included 
gutting the former kitchen, replacing 
electrics, flooring, counters and 
appliances to create a small-scale 
commercial kitchen with better 
customer flow.  

The venue’s original Simplex 
projector, which dates back to 1927, 
is now on display in the canteen after 
being replaced last year and the Shire 
has funded wiring for a new sound 
system, to which new speakers will 
soon be connected.  

“An illuminated menu board has also 

been fixed and updated, a new 
register installed and the big screen 
repainted thanks to donations from 
the Shire and CBH,” Ms Davies said.  

“It’s fantastic to think only 30 years 
back Koorda Drive In was shut, yet 
thanks to ongoing interest and 
support for its operation from the 
Shire, CRC and Koorda Primary 
P&C there has been a modern-day 
surge in its popularity.”  

Koorda is home to one of only three 
operational drive ins left in WA, 
with the other two located in 
Dongara and Kingsley (Perth).  
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Lawn Bowls 

Winner of the Men’s Singles 
championship, Brian Bush. 

Winners of the Championship Mixed Pairs—Jeb Shephard & Kay Bush 

Civic Bowling Club 

Gail Lane & Norma Henderson 

By MARGARET JOHNSTON 

One of the prestigious events in 
the Ladies Bowling calendar, is 
the Singles Championships.  This 
event was held on a Wednesday 
for the first time in many years, 
but unfortunately the weather 
turned out to be very hot.  The 
players played in a block system 
which proved popular. 

After lunch the Semi Finals were 
played with Gail Lane playing 
Jenny Wolfenden with Gail being 
the winner and Norma Henderson 
playing Debbie Heinrich with 
Norma being the winner.  After a 
long break the players were 
hoping for a cool change before 
they played the finals, it was not 
to be, so the two players battled it 
out with the eventual winner being 
Gail Lane with Norma Henderson 
being runner up.  Congratulations 
to all players who participated. 

A meeting was held with the 
following being voted in for the 
2017-18 Season.  Norma 
Henderson Ladies President and 
the Club’s Vice President, Beth 
Gearing Ladies Secretary.  Thelma 
Motzel Ladies Captain, Vice 
Captains Kay Bush and Gail Lane. 

On Sunday March 12 the Bowlers 
played the Annual Mixed Pairs 
Championships.  It was pleasing 
to see a good number 
participating.  Playing a block 
system, the block winner played 

off.  The Semi Finalists being Jed 
Shepherd and Kay Bush playing 
Maurice and Gail Lane, Jed and Kay 
winning the Semi Final.  Darren and 
Wendy Postans playing John and 
Beth Gearing with John and Beth 
winning the Semi Final. 

The Final was played in very good 
spirit, with some great bowls being 
played.  The eventual winners were 
Jed Shepherd and Kay Bush and 
John and Beth Gearing being 
Runners Up. 

All the Bowlers voted a very 
successful day finished off with an 
enjoyable meal. 

A team of Kay Bush, Debbie 
Heinrich, Christine Stapely and 
Thelma Motzel travelled to Southern 
Cross, to compete in their Open Day 
and were successful in winning the 
day. 

Coming Events 

Men – Champ of Champ Singles at 
Westonia on Saturday and Sunday 
18 and 19 March 

Wishing the Civic Representative 
Brian Bush good bowling 

Sunday March 19 – Club Day names 
in by 1.30pm 

Men – Sunday March 26 – 
Championship Triples 

Ladies – March 20-26 Countryweek 

Wheatbelt in a Snap 
Just one photo and just one sentence to share what’s happening in your town.  Email contributions to administration@merredincrc.com. 

An amazing shot taken by Peter Meharry recently at Merredin-Narembeen Road of the 

lightning storms the hit the Wheatbelt. 
Professional boxer Danny Green visited Merredin recently and had a few beers with the 

Burracoppin Football Club. 
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By MERREDIN COLLEGE & ST 
MARY’S SCHOOL 

Friday 3rd March had perfect weather 
for the 2017 Interschool Swimming 
Carnival between St Marys and 
Merredin College which was held at 
the Merredin Swimming Pool.   Well 
done to all the students who were 
selected and competed in the 
Interschool Swimming Carnival – you 
all did a great job.  The students 
performed brilliantly and the 
sportsmanship displayed on the day 
was a credit to all students. 
Congratulations to Merredin College 
who won the day. 

St Marys did a wonderful job of 
organising the day.  A special 
thankyou to the parent helpers, all the 
teachers, Merredin Swimming Club, 
Merredin Shire and Merredin 
Swimming pool, and especially the 
students.  Thanks also to IGA 
Merredin for their donation of 
watermelon and bottled water for the 
students and helpers.  

Here are the results from the day: 

Overall Shield Winner—Merredin 
College 

Handicap Shield Winner—St Mary’s 
School 

Year 3 

Champion Boy—Sam Anderson—
Merredin College  

Runner Up Boy—Xander Boehme—

Interschool Swimming Carnival 2017 
Merredin College 

Champion Girl—Milla Kett—
Merredin College  

Runner up Girl—Shelby Roberts—St 
Mary’s 

Year 4  

Champion Boy—Tom 
Downsborough—St Mary’s  

Runner Up Boy—Joshwa Ruiz & 
Angus Townrow—St Mary’s 
Champion Girl—Makayla Geier—St 
Mary’s  

Runner Up Girl—Mia Barnett—St 
Mary’s 

Year 5 

Champion Boy—Judd Major—
Merredin College  

Runner Up Boy—Mason Robartson—
Merredin College 
 
Champion Girl—Tyler Bush—
Merredin College  

Runner Up Girl—Grace Shelton & 
Katherine Hayden—Merredin College 

Year 6 

Champion Boy—Bailey Smith—St 
Mary’s  

Runner Up Boy—Digby Caughey—St 
Mary’s 

Champion Girl—Nathasha Ruiz—St 
Mary’s  

Runner Up Girl—Chloe Lane—St 
Mary’s 

Merredin College—overall Shield winners St Mary’s School—Handicap Shield 

winners 

Swimming 
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By KATE CAUGHEY 

The swimmers of the Merredin 
Amateur Swimming Club are not 
only busy training twice a week and 
challenging themselves at weekly 
time trials, they have also been 
travelling around the district 
competing at invitational swim 
meets. 

On the 19th of February, 19 Merredin 
Seals travelled to Corrigin.  This was 
a wonderful day with many PB’s 
being achieved and a number of 
swimmers competing for the first 
time away from the club.   We had a 
very successful meet returning home 
with quite a large medal haul, 20 
Gold, 9 Silver and 7 Bronze in total. 

A smaller contingent of 13 
swimmers headed to Quairading the 
following Sunday.  This was 
different to past experience as the 
Quairading pool has recently been 
completely overhauled and reduced 
from 33m down to 25m.  They had 
overcome many challenges in the 
previous weeks to get ready for this 
event as much of the new work in the 
pool area had been almost destroyed 
during the deluge of rain that they 

Merredin Swimming Club 

had recently experienced.  This was 
another successful and enjoyable day 
for our swimmers coming home with 
4 Gold, 7 Silver and 4 Bronze 
medals. 

Our most recent meet was on the 12th 
March where 24 swimmers made the 
trip to Narembeen.  Thankfully the 
weather had cooled slightly for the 
volunteers as although it is nice and 
cool in the pool, the sidelines can be 
very hot indeed.  Unfortunately the 
medal tally is not at hand but all 
Merredin Seals came home feeling 
proud of their achievements either 
making personal bests or receiving 
medals or both.  The highlight of the 
day was the Robartson family 
representing the club in the Open 
relays, both freestyle and medley.   

Two parent members have recently 
attended a coaching course, which is 
great.  This combined with our large 
number of young swimmers makes 
for a bright future of our swimming 
club. We are in the wind down stages 
of the season with only 2 weeks of 
training left, one time trial and 
culminating in our Club 
Championships on 26th March.  

Fire & Rescue Swimming 

By NEVILLE MIDDLETON 

The Merredin Running team 
recently competed in the 2017 State 
Open Championships held in 
Bunbury.  

Eighteen teams coming from 
thirteen Brigades around Western 
Australia attended the competition. 

Merredin performed well with 
being awarded placings in four 
events. 

The events are made up of both dry 
work and wetwork and utilise the 
joining of hoses and couplings in a 
time based competition with some 
events being run against time and 
also running against another team . 

The team consisted of  seven 

Merredin Volunteer Fire & 
Rescue Service—Running 

Team 
members with three of them 
competing for the first time. Coach 
Adam Hughes was very pleased 
with the performance of his team 
who had to compete with some very 
experienced Brigades in hot 
weather conditions. 

Merredin also participated in a joint 
training session with Northam the 
week before the State Open to give 
both teams some competition 
conditions prior to the Open. 

Merredin will be hosting the Zone 
Championships on the second of 
April in the lead up to the State 
Championships. 

A big thank you goes to team 
manager Tarlisha O’Donnell for her 
assistance over the weekend. 

Teams competing in the 2017 State Open Championships 

By CARYN ADAMSON 

If you feel like a casual hit of tennis, 

why not head out to Burracoppin 

Tennis Club.  

We play every Sunday from 2:30pm 

and welcome any new members to 

come and play.   We have a 

children’s playground to keep the 

little ones entertained.  

As this season is winding up why not 

come out and have a look. Our 

closing day is April the 2nd so we 

Tennis 

Tennis at Burracoppin 
would love to see some new and old 

faces come and have a game.  

If you have any questions please 

contact Caryn Adamson on 0427 411 

219 or Kael Crees on 0448 411 136. 
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Basketball Tennis 

By AMANDA SWARTS 

The weekend of the 4th & 5th of 
March, Merredin Basketball 
Association sent down a group of 10 
women to compete in 2017 Country 
State Champs (or "Countryweek" as 
is it better known). To say the team 
was thrown together at the last 
minute is a bit of an understatement, 
but in spite of this, the team actually 
did very well.  

Merredin were placed in Division 

Countryweek—Women’s Team 

Countryweek 2017: A pretty accurate representation of the clowning around that went on over the 
weekend...Front—Makeisha Hunter (having a laugh), middle row—Amanda Swarts, Erin Keamy, 

Teagan Pascoe, Kelsey Adamson, back row— Maddy Hooper, Sophie Hooper, Zoe Burns (with the 
lovely pose), Asha Carr, Ashleigh Silver and Coach Mark Maloney. 

Three and faced some tough 
opposition, winning two and losing 
two games by only 1 point.   Mostly, 
a lot of fun was had by a great group 
of ladies. 

A big thank you goes to Mark 
Maloney for his coaching (no easy 
feat co-ordinating 10 players) and 
Morgan Jefferys for umpiring. 
Thanks also to Zoe Flockart for 
scoring all of our games,  very much 
appreciated. 

By ALYCE ROGERSON 

Railways mixed doubles 

championships was held on the 12th 

March in memory of Alf and Helen 

Hayden. It was a fantastic day of 

tennis with ten pairs being divided 

into two pools, playing first to 9 

games.  

Alf and Helen Hayden 
Memorial Championship 

Thank you to all members that 

participated in this event. Matthew 

Berryman and Lisa O’Neill were 

victorious in the final against Lionel 

Price and Tracy Berryman.  

Congratulations to Matthew and Lisa 

on winning this very special trophy. 

Winners of the Alf and Helen Hayden Memorial Championship, Lisa O’Neill and 
Matthew Berryman 


