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COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at 14 December 2021  

Tested 1,998,595 

Confirmed Cases 1,124  

Recovered 1,113  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 2  

 

COVID-19 in Australia  

Vaccinations 19,264,759 (93.4%)  

Fully Vaccinated 18,454,334 

(89.5%) 

WAñCases 1,124ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 2,204 ñDeaths 15  

NSWñCases 87,248ñDeaths 640  

NTñCases 313ñDeaths 1  

QLDñCases 2,180ñDeaths 7  

SAñCases 1020ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 240ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 138,000ñDeaths 1,424  
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By MERREDIN CRC 

Just like the phoenix of Greek 
mythology that regenerates itself 
when needed, our community 
newspaper, The Phoenix will be 
reborn in 2022.  

It is with some sadness that this issue 
of The Phoenix, as a slick regionally 
distributed newspaper, will be the 
last printed in this format and will no 
longer be distributed regionally.  

The decision was difficult however, 
the Merredin CRC could no longer 
afford to support the financial loss of 
producing The Phoenix. 

However, from 2022, The Phoenix 
will be produced and printed locally, 
at the Merredin CRC, and available 
from several of our local shops and 
businesses. 

The Merredin CRC would like to 
take this opportunity to thank all 
those involved in the production and 
distribution of The Phoenix over the 
last six years, including Crystal 
Print, Merredin Freightlines, 
Allways Foods, our regional 
distributors, Bencubbin News & 
Post, Bruce Rock Newsagency, 
Corrigin Newsagency, Doodlakine 
Store, Kellerberrin Pharmacy, 
Moorine Rock General Store, 
Mukinbudin Caf®, Mukinbudin 
Trading Post, Narembeen Post 
Office, Southern Cross Hardware & 
News, Tammin Post Office, 

The Phoenix Reborn 
Trayning Post Office, Wegners Rural 
Nungarin and Westonia Co-op as 
well as our Merredin local 
businesses, Nextra Newsagency, 
Two Dogs Home Hardware, Puma 
Roadhouse and Andersonôs BP that 
sold The Phoenix too. 

In 2022, we will continue to provide 
a quality community newspaper 
focusing on Merredin, with only a 
few cosmetic differences.  

As always, we thank those that 
advertise with us and look forward to 
your continuing business, without 
you we would not be able to produce 
a community newspaper. 

A reminder to everyone that we are 
always on the lookout for articles, so 
if you are part of a community 
group, organising an event or simply 
have an interesting story to tell, then 
send your article and some photos to 
us. 
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Lillian Armstrong: Thumbs up 
to the Shire gardeners for their 
hard work in getting the lawn 
in front of the Visitor Centre to 
perfection for ñCarols by 
Candlelightò. Well done. 

Kristy Ashwin: Thumbs up to 
Erin Postans from IGA for 
helping me out down the street 
last week.  I really appreciated 
your speedy help in a not so 
nice situation. 

Tamra Hendriks: Thumbs up 
to our local posties and parcel 
delivery drivers in the heat this 
week, making sure everyone 
will receive their Christmas 
parcels on time. 

Jennifer Lee Ryan: Thumbs 
down to Merredin Shire 
Council disconnected 
numbers!! 

THE PHOENIX 
Produced fortnightly  

110 Barrack Street,  Merredin                
Ph: 9041 1041  Fax: 9041 1042 

Deadlines  
Articles: 5pm Monday before 

publication date 
Adverts: Booking 5pm Friday 
before publication date 

Classifieds: 10am Wednesday 
before publication date 
Contact 9041 1041 

Content/productionðKirsty 
Rochford  

administration@merredincrc.com 
Content/productionðDebbie 

Morris 
merredin@crc.net.au 
Advertisingð 

marketing@merredincrc.com 
Upcoming Editions 
14th January 2022 
28th January 2022 
11th February 2022 
25th February 2022 

Available as an online subscription 
www.phoenixnews.com.au 
Currently distributing @ 300 

copies 
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Nungarin Wheatbelt Markets 
By TRACY SCOTT 

It was quite warm for the Markets 
on Sunday 5 Decemberðfelt mainly 
by the Merredin Bootscooters, who 
performed several dances in the 
main street. 

An earlier start (eg 9.30am) may be 
the answer. 

The Lucky Stallholder this month 
was Val Tilbrook who makes all of 
those lovely cakes for sale in one of 
the gazebos. 

The winners of the Markets 
Christmas Raffle were: 1st Prize 
(Multi Function Cooker): Gillian 
Ovans from Merredin Bootscooters, 
2nd Prize (Yoghurt Maker): Val 
Tilbrookôs daughter, Anne and  
3rd Prize (Jigsaw Puzzle) Daz (from 
ñJust Craftinô Aroundò Kellerberrin 
- another of our  
stallholders in the hall). 
Congratulations to all winners and 
thank you to all who supported the 
raffle. 

The Markets Committee would like 
to thank all of our volunteers and 
helpers who have worked so hard 
behind the scenes to keep the 
Markets running smoothly. 

We would also like to thank our 
loyal stallholders who turn up 
regularly to sell their goods. 
They have helped to keep Nungarin 
on the map. 

By CLAYTON MURRAY 

Planning for the Merredin Show, 
which will be held on the 2nd April 
2022, is now in full swing.   The 
coordinators are working hard to 
bring the community even more fun 
and entertainment for the day. 

As of Saturday 5th February 2022, 
the borders will be eased leading into 
Western Australia and some new 
restrictions will be in place for larger 
events such as the Merredin Show.  
Even further restrictions will be put 
in place for those communities that 
havenôt reached an 80 per cent 
vaccination rate at this time.  

What does this mean for the 
Merredin Show next year?  It means 
that for events over 1000 people 
there are certain requirements made 
by the Health Department, including 
being able to provide proof of being 
double dose vaccinated against 
COVID-19 and checking in using the 
SafeWA app or manual contact 
register.   

The Merredin Show Committeeôs 
personal beliefs about vaccination do 
not come into this requirement, as all 
these are a stipulation of the event 
being held.  A huge amount of effort 

2022 Merredin Show 
goes into creating a COVID Safety 
plan, ensuring there are enough 
trained COVID Marshalls and 
sanitisation stations, and this is just 
another requirement of the 
committee to enable the show to go 
ahead. 

The committee respect the rights of 
those who choose not to be 
vaccinated, however, we would like 
to see as many people enjoy the day 
as possible, and so encourage those 
who intent on being vaccinated, to 
do so now. 

Your proof of COVID-19 
vaccination can be accessed many 
ways, including by linking your 
Medicare to your myGov account 
and creating your Digital Identity in 
preparation for the WA 
Governmentôs new mobile app 
which will be available in early 
2022.  

If youôd like to be involved in the 
Show, or would like to tell us what 
youôd like to see at the Show, email 
merredinshow@gmail.com, or pop 
into the CRC. 

See you at the Show! 

mailto:merredinshow@gmail.com
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Court Report  
23rd November 2021 

Merredin Courthouse 

Allan Hayden appeared on charges 
of assault occasioning bodily harm 
and unlawfully assault and thereby 
did bodily harm with circumstances 
of aggravation, plead guilty to 22 
charges of breached a family 
violence restraining order and was 
convicted on a charge of breach of 
protective bail conditions.  He was 
remanded to appear in Merredin on 
the 7th December 2021. 

Perth Central Law Courts 

Matthew Jetta appeared on a charge 
of criminal damage or destruction of 
property.  He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 22nd 
December 2021. 

24th November 2021 

Joondalup Courthouse 

Kevin Abbott plead not guilty to a 
charge of threats to injure, endanger 
or harm any person.  He was 
remanded to appear in Joondalup on 
the 20th April 2022. 

29th November 2021 

Northam Courthouse 

Kerry Kordell Smith plead guilty to a 
charge of assault occasioning bodily 
harm. She was remanded to appear in 
Northam on the 17th January 2022. 

29th November 2021 

Bunbury Courthouse 

Jimayne Williams plead not guilty to 
a charge of unlawfully assault and 
thereby did bodily harm with 
circumstances of aggravation.  He 
was remanded to appear in Bunbury 
on the 13th December 2021. 

Northam Courthouse 

Craig Thompson plead not guilty to a 
charge of common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation, two charges of 
unlawfully assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation and two charges of 
breach of protective bail conditions. 
He was remanded to appear in 
Northam on the 16th February 2022. 

Perth Central Law Courts 

Karl Mogridge plead not guilty to a 
charge of aggravated robbery.  He 
was remanded to appear in Perth on 
the 21st December 2021. 

6th December 2021 

Northam Courthouse 

Marcus Hayden plead not guilty to a 
charge of common assault. He was 
remanded to appear in Northam on 
the 13th December 2021. 

7th December 2021 

Merredin Courthouse 

Scott Cunningham was convicted on 

charges of common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation, being armed or 
pretending to be armed in a way that 
may cause fear, unlawful wounding 
with a circumstance of aggravation, 
breach of protective bail conditions, 
and no authority to drive ï cancelled. 
He had his licence suspended for 9 
months, was fined a total of $1500 
and ordered to pay costs of $259.30. 

Cecil Fitzgerald plead not guilty to a 
charge of common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation.  He was 
remanded to appear in Merredin on 
the 10th February 2022. 

Troy Fitzgerald appeared on charges 
of made a statement/gave 
information which was known to be 
false which indicated a threat, and 
stealing and was convicted on 
charges of damaged property by 
graffiti, and unlawfully possessed a 
controlled or prescription drug.  He 
was remanded to appear in Merredin 
on the 18th January 2022. 

Paul Harder appeared on charges of 
possession of prohibited drugs with 
intent to sell or supply, possessed 
drug paraphernalia in or on which 
there was a prohibited drug or plant, 
cultivate a prohibited plant with 
intent to sell or supply and two 
charges of unlicensed person possess 
firearm/ammunition.  He was 
remanded to appear in Perth on the 
13th January 2022. 

Yasmin Hayden was convicted on a 
charge of common assault.  She was 
fined $800 and ordered to pay costs 
of $134.50. 

Sheaylee Jeanes appeared on charges 
of reckless driving, assault 
occasioning bodily harm and two 
charges of no authority to drive 
(never held).  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Collie on the 
22nd December 2021. 

Dale Laws appeared on a charge of 
failed to comply with notice issued 
under subsection (1) of this act.  The 
matter was adjourned to appear in 
Merredin on the 21st December 
2021. 

Jamie McCarthy appeared on 
charges of reckless driving, and 
drove with prescribed illicit drug in 
oral fluid or blood.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Merredin on 
the 21st December 2021. 

Rommel McGrath appeared on 
charges of reckless driving speed of 
155 km/h or more, driver of a vehicle 
failed to comply with a direction to 
stop (circumstances of aggravation), 
stealing, and reckless driving speed 
of 155 km/h or more to escape 
pursuit by police.  He was remanded 
to appear in Kalgoorlie on the 23rd 
December 2021. 

Richard Miller appeared on charges 
of inadequate storage facility for 
firearms, possessed drug 

paraphernalia in or on which there 
was a prohibited drug or plant, 
possessed a prohibited drug, and 
unlicensed person possess firearm/
ammunition.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Merredin on 
the 21st December 2021. 

Kevin Muchira was convicted on 
charges of reckless driving speed of 
155 km/h or more, no authority to 
drive ï suspended (other than fines 
suspension), and failed to display P 
plates.  He had his licence suspended 
for 15 months, was fined $1500 and 
ordered to pay costs of $259.30. 

Logan Olney-Kemp was convicted 
on a charge of no authority to drive 
(disqualified from holding or 
obtaining).  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Kalgoorlie on 
the 10th January 2022. 

Matthew Paterson was convicted on 
charges of behaving in a disorderly 
manner in a public place or in sight 
or hearing of any person in a public 
place, behaving in a disorderly 
manner in a police station or lock-up, 
and obstructing public officers.  He 
received a 9 month community based 
order. 

Charmane Pearce was convicted on a 
charge of possessed drug 
paraphernalia in or on which there 
was a prohibited drug or plant.  He 
was fined $200 and ordered to pay 
costs of $259.30.  

Andrew Reiling was convicted on a 
charge of breaching a violence 
restraining order.  He was fined $500 
and ordered to pay costs of $134.50. 

Samuel Sellwood plead not guilty to 
a charge of impeded another 
personôs normal breathing or blood 
circulation by applying pressure to 
neck.  The matter was dismissed. 

Georgia Wotherspoon  was 
convicted on charges of no authority 
to drive (fines suspended), and 
provided false or misleading 
personal details.  She had her licence 
suspended for 3 months, was fined 
$1000 and ordered to pay costs of 
$259.30. 

Allan Hayden appeared on charges 
of assault occasioning bodily harm 
and unlawfully assault and thereby 
did bodily harm with circumstances 
of aggravation, plead guilty to 22 
charges of breached a family 
violence restraining order and was 
convicted on a charge of breach of 
protective bail conditions.  He was 
remanded to appear in Merredin on 
the 9th February 2022. 

Jason Hill appeared on charges of 
being armed or pretending to be 
armed in a way that may cause fear, 
common assault, threatened to kill, in 
circumstances of aggravation, 
unlawfully assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation, and criminal damage or 
destruction of property.  He was 
remanded to appear in Merredin on 
the 21st December 2021. 

Perth Central Law Courts 

William Riley plead not guilty to 
charges of assaulting a public officer, 
unlawful assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation, being armed or 
pretending to be armed in a way that 
may cause fear, criminal damage or 
destruction of property, and unlawful 
wounding.  He was remanded to 
appear in Perth  on the 10th 
December 2021. 

Melville Verhoeven appeared on two 
charges of being armed or pretending 
to be armed in a way that may cause 
fear and a charge of with intent to do 
grievous bodily harm unlawfully 
wounds another, he indicated plea of 
not guilty on two charges of 
disorderly behaviour in public and 
charges of drove with prescribed 
illicit drug in oral fluid or blood, and 
possess a prohibited plant.  He was 
remanded to appear in Perth on the 
11th January 2022. 

8th December 2021 

Northam Courthouse 

Reginald Hayden plead not guilty to 
a charge of no authority to drive ï 
cancelled.  He was remanded to 
appear in Northam on the 31st 
January 2022. 
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Sandy 

Hooper 

My Thoughts  Letters to the Editor  

Domestic 
Violence 

There are many reasons we hurt 
another, be it human or animal.  Why 
can we inflict this pain and 
suffering?  What drives a person to 
be able to do this?   

This brings me to the individual 
themselves by exploring the science 
of identity through our personality.  
To understand ourselves and other 
people, we must separate what is 
common to all humanity; how 
humans reliably differ from one 
another in their thoughts, feelings 
and behaviour and how the same 
person acts differently in different 
situations.  Personality often equates 
to traits and strengths.  For example, 
if we are power motivated people 
with a desire to have an impact on 
others and to be seen as dominant.  
In its most destructive form, the 
power motive can make a person 
controlling and abusive or both 
which may lead to someone being 
hurt.   

In addition to this, a personôs moral 
judgement and reactions also colour 
his or her actions, as moral issues 
can assume greater or lesser 
importance.  Feeling anotherôs pain 
and suffering or not, ideas of justice 
and rights, ability to self-sacrifice, 
respect for another, or acceptance to 
immoral activities all play a role in 
how we act as an individual in 
different situations.  It really is in us 
if we can hurt another living being, it 
is in the building blocks of our inner 
self.   

When it comes to domestic violence 
a small number of cases are 
perpetrated by women against men, 
children, or animals.  Men have a far 
greater percentage of committing a 
violent act onto another and this is 
usually committed by someone in the 
victimôs domestic circle that they are 
dependent on.  Itôs about power and 
control.  Abuse can take the form of 
physical, sexual or psychological 
abuse.  Betraying the trust of another 
can cause anxiety, depression, 
impairing social skills and increasing 
the likelihood the victim then 
themselves will engage in harmful 
practices, such as self-harm, 
substance abuse or suicide.   

An absolutely vicious cycle to say 
the least.  The abuser uses fear, guilt, 
shame and intimidation to wear their 
victim down and to keep their victim 
under their thumb.   

Red Flags: 

�x�� Extreme jealousy 

�x�� Possessiveness 

�x�� Unpredictability 

�x�� Bad temper 

�x�� Cruelty to animals 

�x�� Verbal abuse 

�x�� Extremely controlling behaviour 

�x�� Antiquated beliefs about roles of 
women and men in relationships 

Examples of abusive behaviour are: 

�x�� Intimidation 

�x�� Coercion 

�x�� Ridiculing 

�x�� Harassment 

�x�� Treating an adult like a child 

�x�� Isolating from family and friends 
or regular activity 

�x�� Use of silence to control 

�x�� Yelling or swearing 
Should any of these signs manifest in 
a relationship it would be my advice 
to run a mile.  Abusive people 
believe they have rights because 
their own feelings and needs should 
take priority or because they enjoy 
exerting the power that such abuse 
gives them.  Abuse is a learned 
behaviour and may well run in 
families.  In an abusers mind they 
donôt want their victim to have a life 
separate from them, or an equal 
voice in the relationship.  When 
children are subjected to any form of 
domestic violence, be it direct or on 
another family member, they may 
complain of physical symptoms such 
as tummy aches or start wetting the 
bed, they may have temper tantrums 
or become aggressive.  Children may 
have problems at school or 
internalise their distress and 
withdraw from other people.  One 
thing is for sure they are likely to 
have mental health issues life long 
should they never experience the 
safety of a loving and caring 
relationship that can turn things 
around for them.   

Domestic and family violence is a 
crime and should be reported to 
police immediately.  Should anyone 
be in the unfortunate position of 
being subjected to any form of 
physical assault, stalking or 
unwanted sex, or any type of threat, 
report this!  Police officers are 
committed to using all lawful means 
to police this crime.   

Finally, should we be this kind of 
human that narratives of redemption 
have failed, and we continue to hurt 
another, let it be known we are the 
lowest form of life on earth, and the 
embarrassment and shame is not so 
much on their victim, but themselves 
for being an absolute failure towards 
another.  Fancy being that person 
that can inflict pain and suffering 
onto the innocent.  There should be 
more harmful penalties for this 
crime.  

Dear Editor, 

I would like to put it to the public on 
their usage of bins.  In this day and 
age of cans, bottles, tins, milk 
containers and every other sort of 
packaging available, how many 
people fill their recycle bin 4 times 
faster than their general waste bin? 

Every week my recycle bin is full 
and I am hanging for the next week 
when Avon Waste do their next 
fortnightly run.  This results in bags 
tied up, accumulating in my 
driveway which in turn fills the bin 
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Recycling 
again as soon as it is empty. 

My general rubbish bin however, is 
hardly used and on bin day every 
week it presents only quarter full.  
Of course it isn't prudent to put 
recyclables into land fill, but how 
many people would opt for a change 
in the bin run where the recycle bin 
is emptied every week, and the 
general rubbish emptied every 
fortnight. I am just wondering if 
anyone else has this same problem.  

�-�R�H���*�R�H�G�K�D�U�W 
�0�H�U�U�H�G�L�Q 

I realise that people have the right to 
choose what medical treatment they 
have but I am bemused by several 
factors in regards to the COVID 19 
vaccination. 

In my early days at school, it was 
acceptable that students would get 
Measles, Mumps, Whooping Cough, 
Chicken Pox (and sometimes Scarlet 
Fever or Rubella).  Now most of 
these diseases are almost a thing of 
the past due to childhood 
vaccination. 

During the summer season, in my 
late teens, there could be an outbreak 
of Poliomyelitis.  Several of my 
friends (and I) contracted the 
complaint.  Some folk who suffered 
became paralysed, some died.  I was 
only lightly affected but suffered in 
later life from Post-Polio Syndrome.  
In my first year of teaching, onto the 
school campus came the Polio 
vaccination van.  All children were 
vaccinated.  Now I believe itôs drops 
on a sugar lump, but Iôm not sure.  

When did you last hear of a Polio 
outbreak in Australia? 

When I went to work on the island of 
New Britain in 1965, I was not 
allowed to travel there without a 
Smallpox vaccination.  I believe that 
there is no longer Smallpox in the 
world. 

Come  to early 2000.  Professor 
Barry Marshall and his partner 
floated the idea that some stomach 
ulcers were caused by a germ.  He 
could not convince many of his 
peers, so gave himself a stomach 
ulcer which he treated with antibiotic 
and both men were given the Nobel 
Peace Prize for medicine in 2005. 

Folks, look into history and think 
again.  Edward Jenner and Louis 
Pasteur to name just two, were 
subject to disbelief and ridicule.  
Letôs protect our neighbours by our 
actions.  
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