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COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at 15 June 2021  

Tested 1,231,907 

Confirmed Cases 1018  

Recovered 1006  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 0  

COVID-19 in Australia  
Vaccinations 5,145,072  

Fully Vaccinated 689,674  

 

WAñCases 1018ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 124 ñDeaths 3  

NSWñCases 5,619ñDeaths 54  

NTñCases 175ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 1,652ñDeaths 7  

SAñCases 775ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 234ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 20,665ñDeaths 820  
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Western Australiaôs spirit was on 
show at the Annual West 
Australian Year of the Awards 
on Friday 4th June.  The Awards 
are held to celebrate the people 
making our State the vibrant, 
inclusive place we enjoy every 
day. 

Attending the Gala Dinner with 
Deputy Opposition Leader Shane 
Love, Ms Davies said it was a 
special evening showcasing 
WAôs talent. 

ñIt was a privilege to join past 
winners and finalists to learn 
about their contributions and 
aspirations for our State,ò she 
said. 

ñAt the core of our Western 
Australian spirit is a true desire 
to nurture relationships, lend a 
helping wherever needed and 
foster inclusive communities ï I 
believe this spirit has been the 
driving force behind those 
nominated to give back to their 
people.ò   

Ms Davies said along with the 
categories ranging a span of 
fields it was also fantastic to see 

2021 Youth Award to Kendall Whyte 
the diversity of finalists in age, 
experience, cultural background, 
sectors and location. 

Ms Davies noted the winner 
crowned Western Australian of 
the Year Richard Goyder AO 
hailed from Tambellup. 

Ms Davies also paid tribute to 
Kendall Whyte, recognised for 
her work on the Blue Tree Project 
to raise awareness about suicide 
and mental health and well being. 

ñThereôs over 600 blue trees 
painted to remind us all to check 
in with friends and family ï and it 
all started in the Wheatbelt,ò she 
said. 

ñHonoring her brother Jayden has 
led to a nationwide movement 
working to reduce suicide in 
regional and rural areas where it 
is more than twice as likely for 
men to take their own lives.ò 

ñTo the Western Australian of the 
Year Awards winners across the 
seven categories announced 
yesterday evening ï thank you for 
your service to our State.ò 

2021 Western Australian of the 
Year Awards winners: 
¶ Aboriginal Award ï Karla 
Hart 
Arts & Culture Award ï Alec  
Coles OBE 

¶ Business Award ï Julia 
Redwood 

¶ Community Award ï Richard 
Goyder  

¶ Professions Award ï Professor 
Jonathan Carapetis AM 

¶ Sport Award ï Murray 
McHenry 

¶ Youth Award ï Kendall Whyte 

YŜƴŘŀƭƭ ²ƘȅǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ aǳƪƛƴōǳŘƛƴ 
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Stacey Kermode ï Thumbs 
down to the giant pothole in 
the car park near the food van.  
Almost lost my car in that one 
today. 

Jess Spring ï Thumbs up to 
Vicki Hooper who has given 
35 years of valuable service to 
this regional area as a 
Sonographer and 
Radiographer. 

Kohdee Swinwood ï Thumbs 
up to Justin at Cummins 
Theatre for going above and 
beyond for my wedding at the 
Theatre. 

Have your Say  

Beryl Harmer ï Thumbs up to 
everyone involved in the com-
munity kitchen providing 
meals, what a fabulous bunch 
of people.  

With the Tokyo Olympics starting on the 23rd July, what event are you 

most looking forward to? 

Kirsty RochfordðSkateboarding. 

Mark Irvin ï Menôs 100m freestyle. 

Rose Bowen ï All the equestrian ones, dressage, show jumping and three day 

eventing. 

Deb Ransom ï The swimming 

Steven Beilken ï The closing ceremony 

Penny Ann Lee ï None ï I donôt think it should be going ahead. 

Rhonda Chapman ï All swimming, diving and gymnastics 

Jamie Houston ï Going ahead with the Olympics is idiocy.  Canôt travel to get 
home.  Canôt travel for work.  Canôt travel to visit the sick.  Canôt travel to 

attend funerals.  Want to go to a country ravaged by a pandemic to play games.  
Hell yeah, letôs do that. 

Debbie MorrisðHockey and Sailing. 

Braidie HolderðGymnastics. 

Gael and Firey Forrest ï 
Thumbs down for the lack of 
street lighting at the new 
roundabout. 
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By SALLY BLOCK 

The Field Day was extremely 
successful. 

After an overcast start the sun 
came out and stayed all day.  
There was a steady stream of 
about 7000 visitors coming in 
all day.   

The place was packed with 
great interest in all areas of the 
grounds, the Honey 
Festival,  the Alpaca 
Association Show, the 
Bullsbrook Poultry Association 
Show, Livestock areas 
showcasing cattle, sheep, goats 
and others.   

The entertainment areas and 
talks were very busy.  The 
Slow Food movement area was 
also very busy.  On the Bush 
Verandah children were 
painting and planting pots to 
take home.  The worm farm 
was handing out worms all day 
to help in the garden and a lot 
of children were following the 
Discovery Trail and learning 

more about our livestock.  The 
volunteer fire brigades were 
giving information on fire related 
information.   

Exhibitors in the Machinery area 
reported a great deal of interest 
with opportunity of follow up 
business in the next couple of 
weeks.   

The Food and Wine Hall was 
another area that was well 
attended with several wineries 
and gin distilleries and amazing 
food.  The caf® entertainment 
areas were busy with dance and 
music throughout the grounds 

Merredin 

Tuesdays 6ð7pm  

Cummins Theatre 

Phone 0458 429 072 

and the talks were packed out as 
was every area of the grounds. 

This certainly was the boost that 
the Gidgegannup community 
needed, as a way to forget for a 
while, the terrible bush fire that 
decimated 25% of Gidgegannup 
in February. 

We are looking forward to next 
year and doing it all again even 
bigger and better, but still a 
special day that demonstrates the 
sustainability and resilience of 
our area. 

Thanks for your support. 

Gidgegannup Small Farm Field Day 

aŀŘ ¢ŀǧŜǊǎ нм /ŀǧƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {Ƴŀƭƭ CŀǊƳ CƛŜƭŘ 5ŀȅ 

The Nungarin Wheatbelt Markets 
had a wonderful day on Sunday 
6th June, the weather was 
beautiful yet again. 

There were a lot of buyers 
possibly due to the long weekend 
(everyone wants to go some 
where) and also the Campfire 
Dinner Experience at the 
Museum on Saturday night, 
which saw approximately 25 
people attend and stay overnight 
for the Markets the next day.  
The Campfire Dinner Experience 
will be happening on the 
Saturday night before each 
Markets right up to December.  

We have a wonderful mix of 
stallholders who regularly 
support the Nungarin Markets, 
with others coming when they 
can, but the June Markets 
attracted several new stallholders 
with a great array of goods for 
sale and the busker playing the 
saxophone was  a welcome 
addition to the day. 

Our next Markets are Sunday 4th 
July and we will be celebrating 

our 23rd Birthday!  The 
Committee have worked very 
hard over the years to achieve this 
milestone.to get this far and we 
will be celebrating by having free 
ice creams for everyone, a raffle 
(scratchies), Birthday cake for 
stallholders and a free raffle for 
kids. 

Come along early for the 
bargains! There will be stalls all 
along the street, in the hall and the 
mall and the Cafe in the Hall will 
be open for light lunches. 

Nungarin Wheatbelt Markets 

23rd Birthday  
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Court Report  
31st May 2021 

Kalgoorlie Courthouse 

Jerrard Johnson appeared on 
charges of exceeding the speed 
limit between 10 and 19km/h, and 
having no authority to drive - 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension).  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Kalgoorlie 
on the 17th June 2021. 

Northam Courthouse 

Tristan Barnes appeared on 
charges of unlawful wounding, 
assault occasioning bodily harm, 
and 2 counts of being armed or 
pretending to be armed in a way 
that may cause fear.  He was 
remanded to appear in Northam on 
the 28th June 2021. 

Allan Hayden appeared on 
charges of breach of protective 
bail conditions, unlawful assault 
and thereby did bodily harm with 
circumstances of aggravation, and 
22 counts of breached a family 
violence restraining order.  He 
was remanded to appear in 
Northam on the 26th July 2021. 

Marcus Hayden appeared on a 
charge of common assault.  He 
was remanded to appear in Perth 
on the 9th August 2021. 

Perth Courthouse 

Christopher Biggers appeared on 
charges of having no authority to 
drive - suspended (other than fines 
suspension), and failed to comply 
with requirement as to provision 
of oral fluid or blood sample for 
testing or analysis.  The matters 
were adjourned to appear in Perth 
on the 29th June 2021. 

2nd June 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Kenneth Bullock appeared on 
charges of possession of stolen or 
unlawfully obtained property, 
possessed drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited 
drug or plant, possession of 
prohibited drugs with intent to sell 
or supply (Cannabis), and 
obstructing Public Officers.  He 
was remanded to appear in Perth 
on the 2nd September 2021.   

Brian Gill appeared on 3 counts of 
common assault in circumstances 
of aggravation or racial 
aggravation.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Perth on 
the 30th August 2021. 

Prabhjit Singh appeared on a 
charge of careless driving.  The 
matter was adjourned to appear in 

Perth on the 30th June 2021. 

3rd June 2021 

Kalgoorlie Courthouse 

Adrian Wall appeared on a charge 
of unlawfully possessed a 
controlled or prescription drug.  
The matter was adjourned to 
appear in Kalgoorlie on the 17th 
June 2021. 

Perth Courthouse 

William Riley appeared on 
charges of assault Public Officer, 
unlawful assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation, being armed or 
pretending to be armed in a way 
that may cause fear, criminal 
damage or destruction of property, 
and unlawful wounding.  He was 
remanded to appear in Perth on 
the 10th August 2021. 

8th June 2021 

Mandurah Courthouse 

Danielle Nannup was convicted of 
having no authority to drive ï 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension).  She received a 7 
months suspended imprisonment 
order, suspended for 1 year.  She 
was also convicted of exceeding 
the speed limit between 20 and 
29km/h.  She was fined $400 and 
ordered to pay costs of $248.70. 

Perth Courthouse 

Patrick Pickett appeared on a 
charge of obscene acts in public.  
He was remanded to appear in 
Perth on the 15th June 2021.  He 
also appeared on 2 counts of 
unlawful wounding.  He was 
remanded to appear in Perth on 
the 3rd September 2021. 

Melville Verhoeven appeared on 
charges of with intent to do 
grievous bodily harm unlawfully 
wounds another, possess a 
prohibited plant, drove with 
prescribed illicit drug in oral fluid 
or blood, 2 counts of being armed 
or pretending to be armed in a 
way that may cause fear, and 2 
counts of disorderly behaviour in 
public.  He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 22nd June 
2021. 

Zak Waru appeared on charges of 
having no authority to drive ï 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension), willfully mislead a 
person performing a function 
under a road law, failed to comply 
with requirements made by a 
member of the Police Force, and 
being the driver of a vehicle which 
failed to comply with a direction 

to stop.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Perth on 
the 20th July 2021. 

9th June 2021 

Merredin Courthouse 

Percy Hayden appeared on 
charges of without lawful excuse 
trespassed on a place, and being 
armed or pretending to be armed 
in a way that may cause fear.  The 
matters were adjourned to appear 
in Merredin on the 17th August 
2021. 

Tyrone Hayden was convicted of 
failing to obey an order given by 
an Officer.  He received a 6 
months community based order. 

Troy Hinton appeared on a charge 
of having no authority to drive - 
cancelled.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Kalgoorlie 
on the 5th July 2021. 

Kevin Humphries appeared on a 
charge of common assault.  The 
matter was adjourned to appear in 
Merredin on the 20th July 2021. 

Anna Jakopovic appeared on 2 
counts of assaulting a Public 
Officer.  She was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 20th 
July 2021. 

Peter Johnston was convicted of 
stealing, and without lawful 
excuse trespassed on a place.  He 
received a $500 suspended fine, 
suspended for 6 months, and was 
ordered to return property. 

Danielle Mason was listed to 
appear on a charge of stealing.  
She failed to appear. A warrant 
was issued for her arrest. 

Jesse Munday was convicted of 
failing to comply with a 
requirement to provide a sample 
of oral fluid for drug testing.  He 
was fined $500, ordered to pay 
costs of $248.70, and had his 
licence suspended for 6 months. 

Brayden Pitkethly appeared on 
charges of common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation, dangerous 
driving, driving a motor vehicle 
under the influence of alcohol, and 
having no authority to drive - 
alcohol offender.  He was 
remanded to appear in Merredin 
on the 22nd June 2021. 

Charlie Sallery appeared on 
charges of possession of 
prohibited drugs with intent to sell 
or supply, and stealing as a 
Servant.  He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 2nd July 
2021. 

Brandon Simpson appeared on 
charges of exceeding the speed 
limit in a speed zone, having no 
authority to drive - cancelled, and 
willfully mislead a person 
performing a function under a 
road law.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Kalgoorlie 
on the 26th July 2021. 

Zoe Smith was convicted of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in 
or on which there was a prohibited 
drug or plant, unlawfully 
possessing a controlled or 
prescription drug, using an 
unlicensed vehicle on a road, and 
failing to display P plates.  She 
was fined $850, ordered to pay 
costs of $248.70, and a half annual  
licence fee of $180.60. 

Simone Taylor appeared on 
charges of breach of protective 
bail conditions, 2 counts of breach 
family violence restraining order 
or violence restraining order, and 
2 counts of common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation.  She was 
remanded to appear in Northam 
on the 27th October 2021. 

Andrew Tuffley appeared on 
charges of obstructing Public 
Officers, assault Public Officers, 
driving a motor vehicle under the 
influence of alcohol, 2 counts of 
having no authority to drive - 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension), and 2 counts of 
common assault in circumstances 
of aggravation or racial 
aggravation.  He was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 20th 
July 2021. 

Raymond Ward was convicted of 
without lawful excuse trespassed 
on a place, and damaging 
property.  He was fined $400 and 
ordered to pay costs of $248.70. 

Susan Welham was convicted of 
failing to comply with the 
requirements made by a member 
of the police force.  She was fined 
$300, ordered to pay costs of 
$248.70 and had her licence 
suspended for 3 months. 

11th June 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Lindsay George appeared on 
charges of breach of bail (fail to 
appear soon after). breach of 
conditional suspended 
imprisonment order, breach of bail 
undertaking, and 8 counts of 
breach family violence restraining 
order or violence restraining 
order.  He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 24th August 
2021. 
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Roy  

Butler 

A Nice Drive in the Country 

My Thoughts  Library Musings  
By WENDY PORTER, 

MERREDIN LIBRARIAN 

Time for something a little 

different.  The Merredin Library 

continues to receive new stock 

including Fiction, Non-Fiction, 

Junior, Large print, DVDôs and 

Talking Books, but you will have 

to come in to the library to see 

whatôs new. 

If you have been in to the 

Merredin Library since Christmas 

2020, you may have noticed the 

photo wall in the desk area.  

Library staff have been 

showcasing some of the local 

history photographs held by the 

library.  We have had a general 

Merredin display, in April there 

was an ANZAC display and this 

month itôs a school display, 

which includes school class 

photos, teacher photos as well as 

photos of North Merredin 

Primary School throughout the 

ages.  Unfortunately, not all the 

photos have the names of the 

students listed.  We would love to 

attach names to faces, so next 

time you are in the library make 

sure to check out the display.  

Who knows, you may see a 

picture of your parents or 

grandparents in their school 

uniforms. 

Library staff have also collected a 

selection of óWinter warmersô.  

These are books on a variety of 

subjects including knitting, 

cooking with a slow cooker, 

indoor games and much more.  

As the display says ï óWinter is 

coming, be preparedô. 

Remember, all Merredin Library 
members have FREE access to 
eResources including eBooks, 
eAudiobooks and eMagazines.  
Ask Library staff about the 
Online Book Club and the 
literacy program for kids called 
Ziptales.  There is even free 
access to tutorials online, 
everything from Cybersafety to 
Coding to PhotoShop.   

Library Staff are always happy to 
help.  See you soon. 

As much as I like Merredin, recently 

I felt the need to get away, to ñgo for 

a driveò.  No caravan, no companion, 

just me and my thoughts.  I talked to 

a lot of people on my trip though.  

Some were working on playgrounds, 

some in shops, an art gallery, visitor 

centres and motels, and some who 

approached me when I was charging 

my electric car.  

I meandered south, through Lake 

Grace to Albany and returned via 

Kojonup, Katanning, Lake Grace and 

Corrigin.  All bitumen, three and a 

half days, 1,088 km easily handled 

by my little electric car. Electricity to 

charge my car for the full journey, 

(not including the starting full charge 

at home) cost a total of $27, from 

two fast charges at Lake Grace.  It 

would have cost a bit more if not for 

a free fast charge at Kojonup, 

courtesy of the Kojonup Shire, and a 

free slow overnight charge at the 

Albany motel where I stayed.   

Following are some thoughts and 

observations made on my brief 

Grand Tour. 

Country motels: A bit expensive. The 

two I stayed in (single rooms $110 

and $125) would qualify for museum 

status as examples of 60s or 70s 

motels (with a few modern items).  

The Albany motel where I stayed 

cost $125 (an executive room with 

free car charging) and oh what a 

difference! Could it be the 

competition from so many motels 

along the Albany Highway? 

Katanning  I could see evidence of 

the Royalties for Regions money 

spent since 2011 on Katanning 

Supertown (~$9 million).  The town 

looks better than when I last visited a 

few years ago, it has a very flash 

playground (for all ages, though I 

didnôt play ï no adult equipment). 

The men working there were very 

positive about Katanning and the 

great popularity of this Super 

Playground. 

The Katanning Shire has installed a 

fast EV charger outside their Visitor 

Centre, which I was told this was 

done after a Prominent Person 

complained about the absence of a 

fast charger near the beautifully 

restored Premier Mill Hotel.  Could 

that PP achieve the same result at 

Merredin? 

There have been comments that 

government Supertown support 

hasnôt yielded great results in most 

Supertowns ï including employment 

and population growth.  Katanning 

has some empty shops in the CBD 

but this is an Australian phenomenon, 

maybe improving a town is not 

entirely about more employment and 

more people. 

Kojonup I stopped at the Kodja 

Place Precinct, while my car was 

charging at the free, Council 

sponsored fast EV charger.  I had a 

good meal, then browsed (and spent 

money) in the Visitor Centre and 

wonderful museum. The Shire has an 

interesting vision Kojonup is 

a smart region featuring a 

technologically 

advanced agricultural community, an 

educational and 

historical destination and a healthy 

and enviable lifestyle.  

Canola itôs everywhere! Good times 

(i.e. profits) are coming for canola 

growers ï barring the usual possible 

setbacks till itôs harvested and sold. 

Albany (roundabout town) I saw an 

Australian movie, June Again with 

friends and expected a weepy, but not 

so.  See it if you can, itôs wonderful, 

so many great Australian movies 

recently, have you noticed? Also 

visited an impressive playground in 

Albany, near Middleton Beach.  The 

proud workers there gave me a 

guided tour, pointing out the flying 

fox (the most popular item), the 

wheelchair accessible trampoline, the 

rubberised surfaces (presumably no 

broken bones) and the restored old 

spinning thing (I donôt know what itôs 

called).  No pretence that the 

playground is for all ages, but I was 

told there is adult exercise equipment 

(not limited to adults) at another 

nearby park.  It is popular and more 

are planned.  

So thatôs a report on my pleasant little 

road trip.  Highly recommended as R 

and R from the fast life of Merredin.  

Re my interest in playgrounds - at my 

age, I have little recent experience of 

them, so as a Shire Councillor, I need 

to update myself, given the plan to 

upgrade Apex Park in Merredin. 
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Tales from the Rails 

RAIL WA 150 ï 2021 Celebrating 150th Anniversary of Railways in Western Australia 

By JANE PATRONI, 

Chairperson 

Many of us have great tales of 

shared experiences, both 

personally and professionally on 

the Kalgoorlie Express.  As this 

iconic train travelled the eastern 

length of the narrow gauge from 

Perth to Kalgoorlie both under 

steam and diesel power, it was 

often the only mode of passenger 

transport available to many 

travellers from the 1900s till 

1971.  This city-grown author has 

very fond memories travelling 

between Perth and Kalgoorlie 

where the great anticipation of a 

holiday with a much loved 

Grandma was exceeded only by 

the ubiquitous excitement of 

travelling overnight on the 

Kalgoorlie Express!  

We hope you enjoy Di OôDowdôs 

(nee Norwood) story which you 

will find in the Ladiesô Waiting 

Room at the Museum and we 

invite you to delight us with your 

own recollections of travelling on 

the Kalgoorlie Express. 

The 1950ôs Train Journey from 

Kalgoorlie to Perth 

As a young child in the 1950s, 

the greatest thrill was taking a 

train journey from Kalgoorlie to 

Perth. 

There were separate 

compartments on the train so you 

had your own room, double 

bunks, wash basin and toilet.  We 

had the greatest delight of 

hanging our heads out of the 

window and watching everything 

go by so fast.  Of course we got a 

few clips on the backside as when 

we pulled our heads back in we 

had black on our faces, which 

mother was not amused about. 

The Kalgoorlie Express left at 

7pm from Kalgoorlie and arrived 

in Perth at 9am, so by todayôs 

standards it was a very long trip, 

14 hours in all.  For young 

children it didnôt matter about the 

length of time as it was night time 

and the thrill of being on the train 

and sleeping on the train was all 

that mattered. 

One of the exciting parts of the 

trip was when the steward came 

around and pulled out the back 

rest of the bench lounge seat and 

it was hooked up which then 

made the top bunk bed.  The 

bottom bench seat was also 

turned into a bed.  Both beds 

were made up by the steward 

with white, crispy sheets, 

pillowcases and blankets.  I can 

still remember going to sleep 

listening to the clickety clack of 

the trainôs wheels and wonder 

now if it was the rhythm that used 

to put us to sleep. 

There was no dining car on the 

train so you had to take food with 

you on the trip.  The main stop I 

remember was at Merredin some 

hour through the night, and on the 

platform there were trestles with 

hot pies, pasties, tea and other hot 

drinks.  I think there was a 

Refreshment Room though I 

canôt remember.  Thatôs when we 

woke up and it seemed everyone 

was out of the train getting 

refreshments.  As we were awake 

(probably due to the silence of 

the train and the voices outside), 

mother used to get down and buy 

some hot food and drinks for all 

of us then we would go back to 

sleep. 

The longest part of the journey 

seemed to us young ones, was 

from Northam to Perth though I 

didnôt know the names of the 

towns then.  I can still remember 

all the houses that faced the 

railway tracks when we went 

passed towns as it was daylight 

then and we were fascinated by it 

all.  

We were just as excited when we 

finally arrived at the Perth 

Railway Station, even having to 

wait for luggage to be unloaded 

from the goods van at the end of 

the train and then we were finally 

able to meet up with my 

grandparents who were there to 

pick us up. 

Those train trips will stay with 

me foreveréé.. 

Snippets from the Signal Box: 

As part of an interview on ABC 

radio many years ago the 

following incident was revealed 

by a retired engineman.  

A driver and fireman had crewed 

the Kalgoorlie Express into Perth 

and had knocked off.  Knowing 

that a Sheffield Shield Cricket 

match was being played at the 

WACA it was decided that being 

in Perth and being able to watch 

the cricket was perhaps a good 

idea.  Armed with a couple of tool 

boxes (possibly empty!) they 

presented themselves to the entry 

gate at the WACA, mentioned the 

word ñMaintenanceò to the ticket 

collector who noted their tool 

boxes in hand, and proceeded 

inside to watch the dayôs play. 

Media Article Reports on the 

Kalgoorlie Express 

(trove.nla.gov.au) 

Monday 5/10/1936: Baby Left 
on Station (Examiner 
Launceston Tasmania) 
Just as the Express train was 
leaving the station a frantic 

woman passenger jumped out 
and picked up her baby she had 
forgotten and left on a seat.  She 
boarded the train which resumed 
its journey. 

Saturday 30/3/1901: ċ pulled 
the wrong leveré. (Western 
Mail) The Perth-Kalgoorlie 
Express was run into by a special 
goods trains at Werribee Siding 
(10 miles from Chidlow Well) 
waiting for mainline to clear 
partly telescoping the mail and a 
composite carriage. 

Monday 25/8/1919: Brutal 
Train Robbery ï Kalgoorlie 
Express (The West Australian) 
When the Kalgoorlie Express 
reached Perth two detectives 
were given details of a brutal 
assault and robbery perpetrated 
on the train the previous night.  

Sunday 7/2/1926: Unusual 
Incident ï Baby Born on Train 
(Sunday Times)      
The birth of a baby was 
responsible for the delay for an 
hour of the Kalgoorlie to Perth 
Express at Kellerberrin in the 
early hours of yesterday 
morning.  
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Police Report  

By ANDREW GALBRAITH, 
Acting Senior Sergeant 

Merredin Police Station have 
recently spent a number of 
hours on our local roads 
ensuring that roads users were 
displaying appropriate 
behaviour over the Western 
Australia Day (WA Day) long 
weekend.  

Double demerit points were in 
place over this period and it 
was extremely pleasing to see 
that our staff detected only a 
small number of individuals 
that were displaying 
inappropriate road user 
behaviour.  

Speeding continues to be an 
issue, with one male person 
charged with Reckless Driving 
as a result of an incident on 3rd 
June 2021 in Burracoppin.  In 
this instance, the male driver 
of the vehicle was detected 
travelling at 161 km/h on Great 
Eastern Highway.  This kind of 
incident highlights the 
requirement for increased 
traffic patrols to ensure the 
safety and wellbeing of our 
local community.  

It is pleasing to report that, on 
the back of our last article in 
The Phoenix, we have had no 
reports of stolen bicycles and 
scooters.  Thank you to the 
local community who have 
taken additional measures to 
ensure the safety and security 
of their personal property.  A 
number of these types of 
stealing offences are purely 

opportunistic and I again 
encourage people to ensure 
they are taking the appropriate 
measures to secure their own 
property.  

On Wednesday 9th June 2021 
Police Officers and staff from 
Aboriginal Affairs Division 
(AAD) attended Merredin to 
host a workshop with the local 
community.  The insight 
gained from this meeting will 
go towards forming the second 
edition of the Western 
Australian Police Force 
Reconciliation Plan - Innovate 
(RAP).  Thank you to those 
people who attended and 
provided their thoughts and 
comments on issues affecting 
our local community.  

With additional staff 
commencing at Merredin 
Police Station we will be 
increasing our focus on the sale 
and supply of prohibited drugs 
within the community, in 
particular those willing to sell 
drugs to persons under the age 
of 18.  If you have information 
about drug dealing activity 
within our community please 
contact Crime Stoppers on 
1800 333 000.  Acting Senior 
Sergeant GALBRAITH said, ñI 
can assure you that if you 
provide information, the staff 
at Merredin Police Station will 
act on it at every opportunity.   

If you are someone who is 
involved in the sale and supply 
of prohibited drugs, expect a 
loud knock on your door in the 
foreseeable futureò.  

 

St Mary's School celebrated 
LifeLink Day by bringing in a 
gold coin to be able to wear 
their pyjamas to school.  The 
students and staff loved coming 
to school in their pyjamas.  The 
money raised goes to supporting 
the LifeLink agencies in the 
important work that they do. 

LifeLink Day 

Faction Cross 

Country 
Students in Pre Primary to Year 
Six participated in the annual 
faction cross country last week.  
It was fabulous to see the 
students all trying their hardest 
and to have so many parents 
come to offer their support. 


