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COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at 16 November 2021  

Tested 1,908,338 

Confirmed Cases 1,113  

Recovered 1,103  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 0  

 

COVID-19 in Australia  

Vaccinations 19,563,025 (76.2%)  

Fully Vaccinated 17,872,077 

(69.6%) 

WAñCases 1,113ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 1,953 ñDeaths 14  

NSWñCases 78,556ñDeaths 610  

NTñCases 231ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 2,109ñDeaths 7  

SAñCases 920ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 238ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 105,000ñDeaths 1,131  
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[ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ  
tŀƎŜ мо 

By ANDREW GALBRAITH, 
Sergeant, Merredin Police Station 

Thank you to the Merredin 
community for attending in your 
droves to our Merredin Police 
Station Open day on Saturday 13th 
November and for making it such a 
huge success. 

The tours were a big hit with the 
public as they got to see the nearly 
two million dollarsô worth of 
renovations first hand on our 
building that was originally opened 
in 1961.  They also got to see the 
inner sanctum and workings of the 
Merredin Police Station and meet the 
staff throughout the day. 

Some of the parents out there 
appeared very keen to utilise our 
cells as a óprospective day careô for 
some future peace and quiet. 

The biggest attractions of the day 
were our high-risk vehicle stops and 
K9 demonstration out the front of the 
Police Station.  This saw the crowd 
thoroughly entertained as they saw 
what can be the very serious side of 
Policing.  PD JOHNNY, the 
Belgium Shepherd enthralled all with 
his biting and detecting ability, his 
handler, Senior Constable Craig 
Garth showed just highly trained 
these dogs are. 

Merredin Police Open Day 
Face painting, a colouring in 
completion, the Menôs Shed Train, 
dressing up in riot gear and óradar 
speedô running meant that the kids 
that came to visit have plenty to do. 
We also catered for our older 
population with a Historical Police 
Display, Road Alliance Information, 
concept Police Cars and several live 
taser deployment demonstrations.  

There really was something for 
everybody and a wonderful day was 
had by all. 

The official opening and cutting of 

the ribbon at the Police Station was 
performed by Wheatbelt District 
Superintendent Scantlebury.  

A plaque will be placed at the front 
of the Police Station commemorating 
this.  Merredin Police Station has 
been at this site since 1912, a very 
long history indeed. 

Senior Sergeant Soutar said: 
ñConstable Mathew Larsen was 
responsible for the organisation of 
the day.  His efforts were responsible 
for it being such a huge success.  He 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Have your Say  

Kirsty McLean: Thumbs down 
to the crazy Merredin ducks 
risking their lives on the 
highway, my heart stops every 
time I see them there. 

Belinda Lee: My then 8 year old daughter got her head stuck inside a cat 
scratching post.  I finally freed her when I got back off the floor.  It was 
hilarious. 

Sacha Akesson-Werth: My youngest used to tell me that his brother was 
squaring, which was swearing. 

Murray Bell-Hastie:  My older brother stuck his tongue to the inside of the 
freezer.  When he yanked it off, his tongue was bleeding like crazy, so him 
being as smart as he was, did it again to show Mum exactly why his tongue 
was bleeding so much. 

Annette Hombergen: Sitting in church many years ago, the Minister was 
talking about suicide.  My then 4 year old turned to me wide eyed and in the 
loudest voice said ñIôm never going to eat suicide 
againò (silverside)....needless to say the laughter bought the sermon to an 
abrupt end.  

What is the funniest/silliest thing your kid has ever done? 

James Corby: Thumbs up to 

Sergeant Galbraith from 
Merredin Police Station for his 
top 3 nomination in the 
prestigious WA Police 
Excellence Awards.  Hope he 
brings the award back to 
Merredin. 

Tracy-Claire May-Lancaster: 
Thumbs up to the man at the 
Menôs Shed who gave money 
to pay for a driving lesson to 
the youngest member of the 
Menôs Shed.  It was very kind. 

Jo Heppleston: Thumbs down 
to all the snakes being sighted 
in town at the moment.  They 
can all go away. 
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put in so much work behind the 
scenes, I cannot thank him enough.  

The Merredin Police Station team 
also stepped up to the plate and were 
there in the lead up and on the day 
putting in an effort to ensure the 
Merredin community had a great 
day.  

We take our community engagement 
very seriously at Merredin and to see 
so many people attend and actively 
take part in the day was 
tremendous.ò 

(Continued from page 1) 

Merredin Police Open Day cont. 

Big changes for The Phoenix 
By DEBBIE MORRIS and 
KIRSTY ROCHFORD 

The Phoenix will be seeing some big 
changes at the end of the year and 
will be transitioning from a regional 
newspaper to a local one.  It will still 
be distributed on a fortnightly basis 
and will be printed óin-houseô as an 
A4 booklet.  It will be sold at the 
Merredin CRC as well as some 
businesses in town who will be 
willing to sell it from their 
businesses for no commission, with 
an óhonestyô tin alongside, so that it 
doesnôt impinge on their 
administration and finances. 

Merredin CRC has been producing 
The Phoenix newspaper since 
February 2016 on a fortnightly basis, 
following the closure of the 
Merredin Wheatbelt Mercury in 
December 2015.  The original goal 
was to produce a regional newspaper 
that was able to bring the entire 
region together and provide a way of 
sharing good news stories 
throughout the Eastern Wheatbelt.  
Itôs circulation now covers 14 
communities in the eastern 
Wheatbelt region and the CRC has 
received lots of support and positive 
feedback about the newspaper. 

There are a number of reasons for 

this change.  One of the reasons is 
that many communities produce their 
own newsletter, which has made it 
difficult to source advertising and 
articles for The Phoenix, as they are 
generally covered in their own 
papers.  A lot of effort has always 
been put in to not take away from 
these local newsletters and to publish 
different news stories to keep them 
both important. 

The second reason is the expense.  
Expenses for The Phoenix include 
printing (approx. $2500 per 
fortnight), commission to those 
outlets that sell the newspaper and 
staffing costs ï sourcing advertising 
and content, production, and 
administration which means that 
around $4,000 of advertising and 
sales are required every fortnight. 

CRCs have a contract with State 
Government to deliver a range of 
community and government 
information, services and activities 
however the production of The 
Phoenix newspaper is not one of the 
eligible deliverables, so none of the 
contract funds can be allocated to 
this activity. 

There have been lots of initiatives 
over the years to stimulate more 
advertising and sales so that the 

Phoenix can continue, however, it 
has come to a time to re-think how 
the CRC can continue to keep the 
community informed without 
running at a loss of around $15,000 
annually. 

Staff have looked at various 
possibilities over the past few 
months in regard to reducing costs 
for The Phoenix, but still being a 
fortnightly newspaper.  An option 
was presented to the CRC 
Management Committee at the 
October meeting, which was 
supported and will be implemented 
in January 2022.  This will result in 
cheaper advertising and the Phoenix 
being a local newspaper. 

A massive thank you must go to WA 
Distributors (Allways Foods) who 
have been generously transporting 
the newspaper to the other 
communities free of charge since the 
very beginning.  Thank you. 

Long term advertising will still be 
available.  Advertisers with current 
long-term agreements will be 
contacted over the next few weeks. 
We will provide some more 
information in the next two 
December 2021 editions of The 
Phoenix and would appreciate some 
feedback from the community. 
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Court Report  
2nd November 2021 

Merredin Courthouse 

Kevin Abbott plead not guilty to a 
charge of threats to injure, endanger 
or harm any person.  He was 
remanded to appear in Joondalup on 
the 15th November 2021. 

Jodie Adams plead guilty to a charge 
of did drive (or attempt to drive) a 
motor vehicle on a public road with a 
blood alcohol content exceeding 
0.05g.  She had her licence 
suspended for 8 months, was fined 
$1250 and ordered to pay costs of 
$259.30. 

Peter Brown appeared on a charge of 
stealing as a servant and three 
changes of gains benefit by fraud.  
He was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 18 January 2022. 

Belinda Fanciulli plead guilty to 
driving with prescribed illicit drug in 
oral fluid or blood.  She had her 
licence suspended for 6 months, was 
fined $500, ordered to pay costs of 
$259.30 and to pay an analyst fee of 
$200. 

Leigh Ferris was convicted on a 
charge of breached a family violence 
restraining order.  He was remanded 
to appear in Merredin on the 3rd 
November 2021. 

Cecil Fitzgerald appeared on a 
charge of common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation.  He was 
remanded to appear in Merredin on 
the 7th December 2021. 

Troy Fitzgerald was convicted on 
charges of damaged property by 
graffiti and unlawfully possessed a 
controlled or prescription drug, and 
appeared on charges of made a 
statement/gave information which 
was known to be false which 
indicated a threat, and stealing.  He 
was remanded to appear in Merredin 
on the 7th December 2021. 

David Hatch appeared on charges of 
stealing as a public servant, and 
gains benefit by fraud.  He was 
remanded to appear in Northam on 
the 22nd November 2021. 

Tyrone Hayden was convicted on a 
charge of re-enter licensed premises 
within 24hrs.  He was fined $300 and 
ordered to pay costs of $134.50.  He 
plead not guilty on charges of 
disorderly behaviour in public and 
criminal damage or destruction of 
property.  He was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 21st 
December 2021. 

Yasmin Hayden appeared on a 
charge of common assault.  She was 
remanded to appear in Merredin on 
the 23rd November 2021. 

Rikehia Indich was convicted on 
charges of possess a prohibited drug 
(cannabis) and possessed drug 
paraphernalia in or on which there 

was a prohibited drug or plant.  She 
was fined $500 and ordered to pay 
costs of $259.30. 

Amanda James was convicted on 15 
charges of person who breaches 
CRO or community order without 
reasonable excuse.  She was fined 
$400 and ordered to pay costs of 
$134.50. 

Sheaylee Jeanes appeared on charges 
of assault occasioning bodily harm, 
reckless driving and two counts of no 
authority to drive (never held).  The 
matter was adjourned to appear in 
Merredin on the 7th December 2021. 

Matthew Jetta was convicted on a 
charge of failing to obey order given 
by an officer.  He was fined $300 
and ordered to pay costs of $259.30. 

Dylan Kitson plead guilty to charges 
of no authority to drive ï cancelled, 
and did drive (or attempt to drive) a 
motor vehicle on a public road with a 
blood alcohol content exceeding 
0.02g.  The matter was adjourned to 
appear in Merredin on the 23rd 
November 2021. 

Derek Mason was convicted on a 
charge of exceeding 0.08g alcohol 
per 100ml of blood.  He had his 
licence suspended for 10 months, 
was fined $1700 and ordered to pay 
costs of $259.30. 

Richard Miller appeared on a charge 
of unlicenced person possessing 
firearm/ammunition.  He was 
remanded to appear in Merredin on 
the 7th December 2021.  He also 
appeared on charges of inadequate 
storage facility for firearms, 
possessed drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant, and possessed a prohibited 
drug.  The matter was adjourned to 
appear in Merredin on the 7th 
December 2021. 

Kevin Muchira appeared on charges 
of reckless driving,  speed of 155 
km/h or more, no authority to drive ï 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension), and failed to display P 
plates.  The matter was adjourned to 
appear in Merredin on the 7th 
December 2021. 

Simon Nelson was convicted on a 
charge of breached a post sentence 
supervision.  He was fined $400 and 
ordered to pay costs of $259.30. 

Daniel Norris was convicted on a 
charge of exceed 0.08g alcohol per 
100ml of blood.  He had his licence 
suspended for 7 months, was fined 
$850 and ordered to pay costs of 
$259.30. 

Matthew Paterson appeared on 
charges of behaving in a disorderly 
manner in a public place or in sight 
or hearing of any person in a public 
place, behaving in a disorderly 
manner in a police station or lock-up, 
and obstructing public officers.  He 
was remanded to appear in Merredin 

on the 7th December 2021. 

Trent Willcox was convicted on a 
charge of no authority to drive (never 
held).  He was fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $259.30. 

3rd November 2021 

Merredin Courthouse 

John Daddow was convicted on a 
charge of damaging property.  He 
was fined $750 and ordered to pay 
costs of $118.50.  He was acquitted 
of charges without lawful excuse 
trespassed on a place, and common 
assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation. 

Taraeta Nicholls plead not guilty to a 
charge of without lawful excuse 
trespassed on a place.  The matter 
was adjourned to appear Merredin on 
the 11th March 2022. 

Leigh Ferris was convicted of 
charges assault occasioning bodily 
harm and breached a family violence 
restraining order.  He was fined a 
total of $1500 and ordered to pay 
costs of $134.50. 

Philip Smith appeared on three 
charges of breached a family 
violence restraining order.  He was 
remanded to appear in Merredin on 
the 18th January 2022. 

4th November 2021 

Southern Cross Courtroom 

Ross McLeod was convicted on a 
charge of exceed speed limit 
between 10 and 19km/h.  He was 
fined $200. 

Philip Nolan was convicted on three 
charges of contravene a red traffic 
control signal by proceeding beyond 
the stop line.  He was fined a total of 
$900.  He plead not guilty to a 
charge of exceed speed limit 
between 20 and 29km/h and two 
charges of contravene a red traffic 
control signal by proceeding beyond 
the stop line.  These matters were 
dismissed. 

Kaziah Cann plead guilty to a charge 
of drove with prescribed illicit drug 
in oral fluid or blood and two 
charges of no authority to drive ï 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension).  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Southern 
Cross on the 10th February 2022. 

Jayke Connon was convicted on a 
charge of possessed drug 
paraphernalia in or on which there 
was a prohibited drug or plant.  He 
was fined $200 and ordered to pay 
costs of $259.30. 

Adam Gatt was convicted on charges 
of possess a prohibited drug 
(cannabis), possessed drug 
paraphernalia in or on which there 
was a prohibited drug or plant, drove 
with prescribed illicit drug in oral or 
blood, and no authority to drive 

(expired overseas or interstate 
licence).  He was fined a total of 
$1150, ordered to pay costs of 
$259.30 and pay an analyst fee of 
$200. 

Nathan Gormley plead guilty to a 
charge of drove with prescribed 
illicit drug in oral fluid or blood. He 
had his licence suspended for 6 
months, fined $1250 and ordered to 
pay costs of $259.30. 

Mckayla Jenkins was convicted on 
charges of possess a prohibited drug 
(cannabis) and possessed drug 
paraphernalia in or on which there 
was a prohibited drug or plant. She 
was fine a total of $500 and ordered 
to pay costs of $259.30. 

Trevor Jetta was convicted on a 
charge of no authority to drive 
(disqualified from holding or 
obtaining). The matter was adjourned 
to appear in Southern Cross on the 
10th February 2022. 

Andrew Koushappis was convicted 
on a charge of failed to comply with 
a requirement to provide a sample of 
oral fluid.  He had his licence 
suspended for 6 months, fined $1250 
and ordered to pay costs of $259.30. 

Matthew Neil was convicted on a 
charge of possess a prohibited drug 
(cannabis). He was fined $400 and 
ordered to pay costs of $259.30. 

Peter Perkin plead guilty to a charge 
of drove with prescribed illicit drug 
in oral fluid or blood.  He was fined 
$400 and ordered to pay costs of 
$259.30. 

Kahukura Roberts was convicted on 
charges of disorderly behaviour in 
public and possess a prohibited drug 
(cannabis).  He was fined a total of 
$750 and ordered to pay costs of 
$259.30. 

Mary Ross appeared on a charge of 
possessed drug paraphernalia in or 
on which  there was a prohibited 
drug or plant. The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Southern 
Cross on the 10th February 2022. 

Jarrad Smith was convicted on 
charges of no authority to drive 
(never held) and exceed speed limit 
between 20 and 29km/h.  He was 
fined a total of $850 and ordered to 
pay costs of $259.30. 

Reed Spurling was convicted on 
charges of exceed speed limit 
between 10 and 19km/h and failed to 
comply with a requirement to 
provide a sample of oral fluid.  He 
was fined a total of $700 and ordered 
to pay costs of $259.30. 

Vernon Strange plead not guilty to a 
charge of did drive (or attempt to 
drive) a motor vehicle on a public 
road with a blood alcohol content 
exceeding 0.05g. The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Southern 
Cross on the 5th May 2022. 
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My Thoughts  

Tis the season 
to be jolly! 

Letôs get into the Christmas Spirit.  
There is a lot of doom and gloom 
talked about and promoted, but this 
time of year should be one of 
happiness. 

A very small way we can put a little 
brightness into peopleôs days is to 
put up some Christmas Lights on our 
houses. 

You donôt have to go over the top 
like some of us do, but if the 
majority of houses simply put up one 
set, how joyous and happy would our 
town look. 

The Community Resource Centre is 
running a raffle again this year.  To 
enter, you just need to put some 
lights up at home, or at work to be in 
the draw for cash prizes. 

You just have to be in it to win it. 

Merredin has a great history of 
getting into the Christmas spirit, with 
lights, street BBQs and the like.  Itôs 
great fun and not only makes you 
feel good, but also has a great 
positive impact on the whole 
community. 

Overpopulation 

On a more serious note, the recent 
Climate Change Conference in 
Glasgow, Scotland has got people 
thinking.  The goal of zero emissions 
is commendable, and maybe 
obtainable, but I donôt think that it is 
actually striking at the heart of the 
major problem the world is facing in 
the forthcoming years. 

That is the problems caused by 
overpopulation. 

Consider if you will.  If the worldôs 
population continues to spiral as it is, 
not only is it going to impact on the 
climate aspects that are currently the 
flavour of the month, but on our very 
existence. 

In years to come, how are we going 
to feed the worldôs populations?  
How are they going to be housed, 
where are they going to live? 

Look around the world at the size of 
some of the cities.  Places like Tokyo 

in Japan, Delhi in India, Shanghai in 
China, Sao Paulo in Brazil plus a 
myriad of others having populations 
greater than or similar to the total 
population of Australia, and 
continuing to grow at an alarming 
rate. 

In the decades to come, where is the 
food going to come from, building 
materials etc? 

The worldôs population is currently 
around 8 Billion people and 
increasing at about 1% per year or 
about 400,000 per day. 

The Climate Change goal is zero 
emissions by 2050. 

If we use the same date to predict our 
population it will equate to over a 
30% increase that is well over 
another 2.5 Billion people.  Yep, 
thatôs a world population of well 
over 10 Billion people in less than 30 
years. 

The world canôt feed or house a very 
big percentage of the population at 
the moment, so how are we going to 
address it in the future?  I pity our 
future generations if we donôt do 
something about it. 

Itôs really easy to simply say that it 
does not affect me because I live in 
Australia.  It does and will continue 
to affect everyone at rapidly 
increasing levels into the future. 

We actually need to look at ourselves 
and see how we can reign in our own 
population growth.  Ridiculously 
large families should be discouraged. 

Steadily increasing populations are 
creating more problems than simply 
the current much publicised Climate 
Change focus, but nobody seems to 
be discussing it.  

Maybe itôs not Politically Correct to 
do so! 

Martin 

Morris 

Moetahi Taingahue was convicted 
on charges of no authority to drive 
(never held) and entered premises 
contrary to a barring notice. She was 
fined a total of $400. 

Leslie Whiti plead not guilty to a 
charge of did drive (or attempt to 
drive a motor vehicle on a public 
road with a blood alcohol content 
exceeding 0.05g. The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Southern 
Cross on the 10th February 2022. 

4th November 2021 

Perth Central Law Courts 

Brandon Welshman plead not guilty 
to a charge of aggravated grievous 
bodily harm.  He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 16th 
December 2021. 

5th November 2021 

Court Report  
Perth Central Law Courts 

Matthew Jetta appeared on a charge 
of criminal damage or destruction of 
property.  He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 23rd 
November 2021. 

9th November 2021 

Perth Central Law Courts 

Melville Verhoeven appeared on a 
charge of with intent to do grievous 
bodily harm unlawfully wounding 
another and two counts of being 
armed or pretending to be armed in a 
way that may cause fear and plead 
guilty to charges of drove with 
prescribed illicit drug in oral fluid or 
blood, possess a prohibited plant, 
and two charges of disorderly 
behaviour in public.  He was 
remanded to appear in Perth on the 
7th December 2021. 

Countdown to Christmas 
36 days 
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Tales from the Rails 

RAIL WA 150 ï 2021 Celebrating 150th Anniversary of Railways in Western Australia 

By JANE PATRONI, Chairperson 

As we approach the celebration of 50 
years of continuous Prospector 
service from Perth to Kalgoorlie 
through Merredin on Monday 29 
November 2021 the following items 
depict the modern features of the 
new service when it commenced on 
Monday 29 November 1971 as 
promoted by the WAGR   

¶ It was the first airconditioned train 
in Western Australia. 

¶ The interior of the saloon cars 
included carpets, curtains and 
fully reclining seats. 

¶ Railcars accommodated 60 
passengers and trailers 64 with the 
trains coupled to meet demand. 

¶ Railcars and trailers boasted air 
suspension and disc brakes for a 
smooth ride.  The railcars were 
powered by two 280kw (375 
horsepower) underfloor diesel 
engines. 

¶ For the first 20 months, an 
overnight service was provided 
from both Perth and Kalgoorlie. 

¶ For the first 3İ years, a technician 
was employed on each train to fix 
any engineering or electrical 
problems that may have been 
encountered. 

¶ In keeping with the better working 
conditions and the fact that the 
new train emulated the modern 
ñairlineò facilities, young 
stewardesses were employed. 
Their uniform, reflecting the style 
and fashion of the day, was orange 
mini-dress uniforms with a 
matching hat and black high heel 
shoes. (WAGR Promotional 
Material 1971) 

After 30 years of service, the original 
Prospector was retired.  In December 
2000 Westrail awarded a contract to 
United Goninian, Broadmeadow for 
seven new TransWA WDA/WDB/
WDC railcars to replace the original 
railcars.  The now familiar yellow/
blue/white/orange livery railcars first 
entered service on 28 June 2004.  
Although capable of attaining 
200km/h, track restrictions limit top 
speed to 160km/h.  Nonetheless, they 
further reduced journey times to 6 
hours and 45 minutes. (TransWA 
promotional material 2004) 

Upgraded facilities reflecting 
convenience and modern customer 
expectations included: 

¶ A single class of seat 

¶ Touchscreen entertainment at 
every seat featuring a selection of 
movies, TV shows, music, journey 
map and driver cam vision 

¶ WiFi and in seat power points 

¶ Refreshment buffet 

¶ Cabin crew referred to Customer 
Service Assistants 

We cordially invite you to join us 
for morning tea at the Merredin 
Railway Station on Monday 29 
November 2021 from 10.15am to 
welcome both Prospectors to 
Merredin and to cut the 50th 
Birthday cake. 

RSVP for catering: Text Jane 
(0417860046) or email 
merredinmuseum@gmail.com 

tǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ мфтм hŶŎƛŀƭ hǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ мфтм 
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A modern take on travelling by train 

Tales from the Train 

By LADY RANTHAM 

óThe Halo Effect.ô  

This is a psychological concept 
whereby people will make 
assumptions, deductions, indeed 
will leap to tall conclusions in a 
single bound, based on one, 
solitary observation about another 
person.  How a glimpse of 
someone's ill - fitting shoe 
OBVIOUSLY means that they're 
cheating on their partner - without 
seeing the rest of the actual person.  

The sort of conclusion you reach 
based on previous experience and 
Hollywood movies.  This is the 
Halo Effect.  Today, we have the 
Serial Killer.  The girls sitting in 
front of me, who have set up an 
entire cosmetic department in their 
double seat and are in the middle of 
an elaborate stage-makeup look 
(each), have decided that a bloke 
sitting further down the carriage is 
a serial killer.  All this poor man 
has done was to be born with his 
eyes slightly too close together for 
the comfort of these two character-
assassins who should be having a 
closer look in their travel mirrors 
before discounting the entire and 
lifelong community contribution 
that this rather-sweet-but-
admittedly-slightly-gormless-
looking youth and labelling him 
arbitrarily as this most extreme 
example of heinous-ity based 
wholly on the placement of his 
zygomatic arches!!! That is all. 

óWannaboozeô 

There was one lovely, somewhat 
overwrought, yet tolerant lady and 
one very overtired little girl on the 
train home today.  The poor little 
one was in that stage of having 
overdone it so completely, that one 
sits and verbally drools at one's 
parent about one insignificant 
detail that to your diseased and 
exhausted mind, encapsulates 
every single ounce of cognitive 
dissonance and dissatisfaction into 
one massive ball of tortured pathos. 
As she leaned up against her 
forbearing mother, she was almost 
incoherently drooling the words 
"Wannaboozewannawannaboozew
hywon'tyougimmedaboozemybooz
ewannaboozemummybooozeboooo
ooooooozewannawannaBOOooooo
zemummymummyboozeBOOOZE
mummywannawanna". 

Now there was a fair bit of 
sideways disapprobation going on 
amongst the worthy, high-
principled posse that ride my train, 
largely built on some rather unfair 
racial stereotypes in my opinion, 
but it was becoming hard to 
disagree until Mummy, the soul of 
tolerance, endurance, forbearance 
and gentleness chimed in quietly 
with "Boots honey.  Your new 
boots are at home remember?" 

Almost snorted myself into 
Disapprobation County!!! Classic! 

The Pirate Prince  
a hilarious success 

wǳǘƘƭŜǎǎ wǳǘƘ ό{ǳŜ /Ǌƻƻƪύ ǎǘƻǇǎ .ǳǎǘȅ .Ŝǧȅ όwƻōȅƴ IǳǘŎƘƛƴƎǎύ ŦǊƻƳ ōƭǳǊǝƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǘǊǳǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ 

[ƛȊŀ όYȅƭŜŜ /Ǌŀōōύ ƎƛǾŜǎ IŜƴǊȅ ό/ŀƳŜǊƻƴ 
²ƛƭŘύ ŀƴ ŀȄŜ 

.ǳǎȅ .Ŝǧȅ όwƻōȅƴ IƛǘŎƘƛƴƎǎύ ƎƛǾŜǎ IŜƴǊȅ 
ό/ŀƳŜǊƻƴ ²ƛƭŘύ ŀ ǎƘŀǾŜ 

By GRANT STAINER 

Crowds of people came to the 
Merredin Repertory Clubôs recent 
production of The Pirate Prince at 
the Cummins Theatre, and were 
treated to a hilarious show.  

The shows were a great success, with 
the audiences laughing merrily and 
the actors clearly having a good 
time.  

The Pirate Prince tells the story of 
Hamish the Scottish Pirate (played 
by Stewart Low) who returns to a 
tropical island after an absence of 20 
years to collect his treasure.  

However, he discovers that a hut has 
been built over the very location 
where he buried his treasure. It also 
turns out that a number of the 
inhabitants of the island remember 
Hamish from his earlier visit.  

A few shenanigans occur, and it 
turns out that which child came from 
which parents is certainly not what it 
appears at first sight. After initially 
appearing that Matilda (played by 
Chloe Willcocks) and Caleb (played 
by Bowden DeWaal) would not be 
able to be together due to island 
parentage secrets, the fact that Caleb 

is actually Hamishôs son means that 
Caleb and Matilda can take the 
pirate ship and sail away together.  

The cast and chorus were a 
wonderful mix of young and old, 
and experienced and newer actors. A 
large production such The Pirate 
Prince involves a lot of work and 
commitment, with several of the 
rehearsals going quite late into the 
night. However, everyone worked 
together as a team to put on a 
wonderful production, for which all 
can be proud of.  

The Merredin Repertory Club will 
now be having a break over 
Christmas, although we will now 
also be looking for new scripts for 
next year and beyond. We also plan 
to hold some workshops to develop 
our skills further, as we are always 
looking to do better all the time.  

For the latest information, follow our 
Facebook page to see what is 
coming up.  

Feel free to also contact Meg Gethin 
at merredinrepclub@gmail.com to 
be added to our email contact list.  

LƳŀƎŜǎ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ DǊŀƴǘ {ǘŀƛƴŜǊ 

From the History Room  
By ANITA METCALF 

RECIPES OF YESTERYEAR  

From the history room at the 
Merredin Library. 

These recipes are from theð
Merredin Mercury and Central 
Districts Index 1949. 

GRANDMAôS PUDDING 

Crumble stale bread without crust, 
tie up tightly in a pudding-cloth, put 
into a saucepan of boiling water and 
boil for 1 hour.   

Turn out and serve hot with jam, 
marmalade, butter and sugar or 
custard.  Currants, sultanas and 
lemon peel may be added to the 
bread but are not necessary. 

MINTED EGGS 

6 eggs, 1İ tablespoons freshly 
chopped mint, 1 lettuce, few celery 
sticks, 1 cup grated carrot, İ cup 
grated cheese, brown bread 
sandwiches cut into finger lengths.  
Place the eggs in cold water and 
bring to simmering point and cook 
slowly for 15 minutes.   

Cool quickly in cold water.  Shell 
and roll in freshly chopped mint.  
Cut lettuce in wedges and split and 
curl celery sticks in cold water.  Mix 
carrot and cheese.  Serve eggs on 
salad platter with lettuce wedges, 
celery curls and cheesed carrot.   

Serve with or without dressing but 
season lightly with pepper and salt. 


