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COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at 18 May 2021  

Tested  1,141,61 

Confirmed Cases 1015  

Recovered 999  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 7  

COVID-19 in Australia  

Vaccinations 3,183,324  

WAñCases 1015ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 124 ñDeaths 3  

NSWñCases 5,560ñDeaths 54  

NTñCases 169ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 1,589ñDeaths 7  

SAñCases 742ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 234ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 20,545ñDeaths 820  
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By MELODY CHANTEUSE 
  
A Choired Taste forced to cancel 

their 2020 event ï one that was set to 

welcome both local and international 

acts ï the fact that Merredinôs 

SongFest got this far deserves an 

ovation in itself. 

The inconvenience associated with 

discontinuing before rerouting a 

festival isnôt envied, so as the ribbon 

was cut on Merredinôs 2021 

instalment, I can only imagine 

festival organisers Langley Smith 

and Emma Aitken and the committee 

of A Choired Taste relief when 

everyone arrived and tickets were 

sold. 

After venturing through the beautiful 

countryside to reach Merredinôs 

SongFest the visitors arriving in this 

town felt like stepping into a plague-

free oasis. Anyone would be 

apprehensive about crossing a state 

border right now, but the anxiety 

quickly dissipates in the face of a 

relaxed and friendly COVID-normal, 

Merredin.  

A comment from a visitor not 

associated with any choir, ñProbably 

the BEST music festival! There 

seems to be a festival event almost 

every week these days but 

Merredinôs SongFest is great. A 

wonderful list of choirs. Helpful 

organisers and locals to take care of 

all our needs. Then you have the 

location. Everything was well 

planned and made sure everyone had 

a great time. Thank you to all who 

worked to make this a friendly fun 

filled event.ò 

This SongFest event is the 
second, that the Shire of Merredin 
has given a Community Grant (in-
kind) for, Cummins Theatre, staff 
and amenities and help from the 

Merredin SongFest 2021 

 

Merredin regional Visitors Centre 
staff, for which we are very grateful. 
Praise must be given as well as 

thanks, but enormous praise to the 

Theatre staff headed by Justin 

Freind. The Theatre had well over 

330 patrons on Saturday evening, 

with the red tiered seating full and 

over 130 seats on the main floor. We 

are indeed very fortunate to have 

such professional and dedicated 

people for the town in that role who 

can accommodate professional 

people from the international stage. 

A Choired Taste hosted 10 Choirs. A 

Choired Taste and Born to Sing were 

(Continued on page 3) 

Same day appointments 

9041 2900 

 

https://songfest.com.au/
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Stephanie WelshðThumbs up 
to the organisers of the Song-
Fest over the weekend.  What a 
beautiful addition to our town 
all the extra people were just 
delightful. 

Yvonne GrayðThumbs up to 
all who supported the 
SongFest, the volunteers, 
businesses who opened extra 
hours, CRC who changed 
Market day. The 160+ visitors 
could not speak highly enough 
of their experience and the 
townspeople who made them  
so welcome. 

Melinda CarrðThumbs up, I 
really liked being serenaded 
doing my grocery shopping. 

Katy HuntðThumbs up to 
residents of Merredin and 
surrounds getting vaccinated 
for COVID and influenza. 
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both led by Hollywood Executive 

Director Writer and Film-

maker Martin Meader. Also at 

SongFest was Kelly Newton-

Wordsworth who has been singing 

internationally, for many years. She 

is a singer/songwriter from Australia, 

has sung commissioned concerts for 

the King of Thailand. Kelly was 

based in New York for many years 

and is now back living in Western 

Australia. Choirs from Perth, MD7, 

Joondalup, Melville, Midland and 

Rockingham, Born to Sing, Attadale, 

One Achord, Fremantle, VoiceMale, 

East Fremantle, Glyde-In Singers, 

Kalgoorlie/Boulder, Two Up Two 

Down, Beverley, Beverley Station 

Singers and A Choired Taste from 

Merredin. 

A Choired Taste is a member of 

VoiceMoves Inc. and SongFest Inc. 

and are extremely fortunate that our 

city cousins not only sponsor us but 

also support us so well. During the 

weekend I was able to have a 

meeting with the Executive of these 

organisations giving them the plans 

for the town redevelopment scheme, 

they were very impressed with the 

(Continued from page 1) 

Merredin SongFest 2021 cont. 
initiative of the RAC Piazza and 

even more so for the CBD 

redevelopment. The bollard idea on 

the roadway will be invaluable 

during the performances. As an 

example on Saturday morning, I 

counted about 40 locals that were 

doing their shopping came across 

the road, but with bollards in place in 

the future will really enhance a safer 

and more enjoyable experience 

The Executives said several times 

that they hoped it would be ready by 

May 2023 for our next SongFest.  

Among the tourists for the weekend 

were members of the Happy Days 

Caravan Club, who said that they 

would return in mass in 2023, they 

were so impressed with the 

atmosphere and fun of the weekend. 

All accommodation in the town was 

booked out! We also had folk 

billeted, an overflow, with several 

members of A Choired Taste as well, 

some put up folk in their caravans on 

their properties. It really was 

wonderful to see the sign at the 

caravan park "Booked Out". An 

interesting little story is that St John 

Sub Centre started this weekend a 

series of two-day training courses. 

Unfortunately, those attending could 

not find accommodation and had to 

sleep at the centre, 

There are truly amazing townsfolk, 

not members or even associated with 

A Choired Taste who gave up their 

weekend to help us host our 

SongFest and highlighted the town 

of Merredin. Peter and Audiene 

McCrae, provided a complete taxi 

service even driving around the 

streets looking for lost souls, in the 

loaned Fire and Rescue bus, thanks 

to Phil Van der Merwe. Thanks also 

to Grant Stainer photography, 

Repertory Club members led by 

Robyn Hutchings, Dr Louise French 

Merredin Veterinary Clinic and 

Hospital, Kevin and Debbie Tengval, 

Rob and Sue Newton, Greg Shea, 

Central Wheatbelt Visitors Centre, 

Merredin CRC for changing the 

market date and many local 

businesses, including two cafes who 

normally don't open on weekends 

that did. THANK YOU to those 

wonderful folk. 

The Merredinôs 2021 Citizen of the 

Year proved why she is Merredinôs 

Australian of the Year, Mrs Yvonne 

Gray, Treasurer of A Choired Taste 

was the glue behind so many 

volunteer teams and members too 

much to write up here... thank you 

Yvonne. 

As for the shows, Saturday 

downtown, the fantastic Merredin 

Bootscooters, warmed-up the crowd 

and were then joined by A Choired 

Taste singing and Bootscooting 

Freddy Mercury's Crazy Little Thing 

Called Love, the free show continued 

with all the choirs singing songs by 

Billy Joel, Stevie Wonder and heaps 

of other well-loved top songs to a 

very appreciative audience. The 

Cummins Theatre highlight on 

Saturday Night was massed choirs 

all 182 of them singing Do You Hear 

the People Sing from Les Miserable 

and Queensô We are the Champions. 
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Court Report  
4th May 2021 

Merredin Courthouse 

Geoffrey Cardy plead guilty to driving 

with prescribed illicit drug in oral fluid 

or blood.  He was fined $500, ordered 

to pay costs of $248.70 and an analyst 

fee of $185.  He was also convicted of 

failing to comply with requirements 

made by a member of the police force.  

He was fined $600, ordered to pay 

costs of $248.70 and had his licence 

suspended for 6 months. 

Beau Desmond appeared on a charge 

of unlawful assault and thereby did 

bodily harm with circumstances of 

aggravation.   He was remanded to 

appear in Merredin on the 18th May 

2021. 

Majier Garang was convicted of 

having no authority to drive 

(disqualified from holding or 

obtaining).  He was fined $1000, 

ordered to pay costs of $248.70 and 

had his licence suspended for a further 

9 months. 

Luke Keamy appeared on charges of 

stalking, using a carriage service to 

menace, harass or cause offence, and 

129 counts of breaching a violence 

restraining order.  He was remanded to 

appear in Northam on the 19th July, 

2021. 

David Lindroth appeared on a charge 

of assault occasioning bodily harm.  

He was remanded to appear in Perth on 

the 15th June 2021. 

Terry Lindroth appeared on a charge of 

assault occasioning bodily harm.  He 

was remanded to appear in Perth on the 

15th June 2021. 

Aaron Mathews appeared on a charge 

of unlawful wounding with a 

circumstance of aggravation, and 2 

counts of breach of protective bail 

conditions.   He was remanded to 

appear in Merredin on the 22nd June 

2021. 

Warren John McKinlay plead guilty to 

driving a motor vehicle under the 

influence of alcohol.  He was fined 

$1600, ordered to pay costs of 

$248.70, and had his licence suspended 

for 18 months. 

Nicholas Mongoo appeared on charges 

of burglary and commit, and stealing a 

motor vehicle (as defined in section 

371A Criminal Code).  He was 

remanded to appear in Merredin on the 

18th May 2021. 

Jacob Moulin was convicted of driving 

a motor vehicle under the influence of 

alcohol.  He was fined $900, ordered to 

pay costs of $248.70, and had his 

licence suspended for 10 months. 

Rocky Osborne appeared on charges of 

unlawful assault and thereby did bodily 

harm with circumstances of 

aggravation, and impeded another 

person's normal breathing or blood 

circulation by applying pressure to the 

neck.   He was remanded to appear in 

Merredin on the 22nd June 2021. 

Kevin Speed appeared on a charge of 

damaging property, and 2 counts of 

unlawful assault and thereby did bodily 

harm with circumstances of 

aggravation.  He was remanded to 

appear in Merredin on the 22nd June 

2021. 

Andrea Speer was convicted of 

dangerous driving.   She was fined 

$1600, and ordered to pay costs of 

$248.70. 

Janice Taylor appeared on a charge of 

common assault in circumstances of 

aggravation or racial aggravation.  She 

was remanded to appear in Northam on 

the 5th July 2021 

Allan Wok was convicted of 

possessing a prohibited drug 

(Cannabis), and having no authority to 

drive (fines suspended).  He was fined 

$500, and ordered to pay costs of 

$248.70. 

Tristan Barnes appeared on charges of 

unlawful wounding, assault 

occasioning bodily harm, and 2 counts 

of being armed or pretending to be 

armed in a way that may cause fear.  

He was remanded to appear in 

Merredin on the 18th May 2021. 

Midland Courthouse 

Jayden Fanning appeared on charges of 

without lawful consent trespassed on a 

place, and stealing.  He was remanded 

to appear in Midland on the 7th May 

2021. 

Perth Courthouse 

Hallett Farm Group Pty Ltd appeared 

on 9 counts of being a person who was 

cruel to an animal.  The matters were 

adjourned to appear in Perth on the 6th 

July 2021. 

Michael Hallett appeared on 21 counts 

of being a person who was cruel to an 

animal.  The matters were adjourned to 

appear in Perth on the 6th July 2021. 

Nigel Hallett appeared on 13 counts of 

being a person who was cruel to an 

animal.  The matters were adjourned to 

appear in Perth on the 6th July 2021. 

Hillview Farm Pty Ltd appeared on 4 

counts of being a person who was cruel 

to an animal.  The matters were 

adjourned to appear in Perth on the 6th 

July 2021. 

Pinehill Farm Pty Ltd appeared on 5 

counts of being a person who was 

cruel to an animal.  The matters were 

adjourned to appear in Perth on the 6th 

July 2021. 

Sunpride Sheep Pty Ltd appeared on 

14 counts of being a person who was 

cruel to an animal.  The matters were 

adjourned to appear in Perth on the 6th 

July 2021.  

6th May 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Ralph Palmer was convicted of 9 

counts of driving with a prescribed 

illicit drug in oral fluid or blood, and 

was disqualified from driving for 8 

months for each charge.   He was 

convicted of being an unlicensed 

person possessing firearm/ammunition 

and   received a $300 suspended fine, 

suspended for 6 months.  He was 

convicted of possessing a prohibited 

weapon and received a $500 

suspended fine, suspended for 6 

months.  He also appeared on previous 

charges.  These matters were 

adjourned to appear in Merredin on the 

22nd June 2021.  

7th May 2021 

Midland Courthouse 

Jayden Fanning appeared on charges 

of without lawful excuse trespassed on 

a place, and stealing.  The matters 

were adjourned to appear in Midland 

on the 6th August 2021.  

10th May 2021 

Kalgoorlie Courthouse 

Jerrard Johnson appeared on charges 

of exceeding the speed limit between 

10 and 19km/h, and having no 

authority to drive - suspended (other 

than fines suspension).  The matters 

were adjourned to appear in Kalgoorlie 

on the 31st May 2021. 

Northam Courthouse 

Wiremu Noble was convicted  of 

having no authority to drive - alcohol 

offender.  He was fined $400, ordered 

to pay costs of $248.70 and had his 

licence suspended  for        9 months. 

11th May 2021 

Mandurah Courthouse 

Danielle Nannup appeared on charges 

of exceeding the speed limit between 

20 and 29 km/h, and having no 

authority to drive - suspended (other 

than fines suspension).  The matters 

were adjourned to appear in Mandurah 

on the 8th June 2021. 

13th May 2021 

Southern Cross Courthouse 

Christopher Biggers appeared on 

charges of having no authority to drive 

- suspended (other than fines 

suspension), and failing to comply 

with requirements as to provision of 

oral fluid or blood sample for testing or 

analysis.  The matters were adjourned 

to appear in Perth on the 31st May 

2021 

Kevin Corey plead guilty to did drive 

(or attempt to drive) a motor vehicle on 

a public road with a blood alcohol 

content exceeding 0.05g.  He was fined 

$300 and ordered to pay costs of 

$248.70. 

Shannan Hauraki plead guilty to 

exceeding 0.08g of alcohol per 100ml 

of blood. She was fined $500, ordered 

to pay costs of $248.70 and had her 

licence suspended for 6 months.  

David Kelberg appeared on 2 counts of 

breaching a family violence restraining 

order.  He was remanded to appear in 

Perth on the 27th May 2021. 

Joel Korhonen was convicted of 

possessing drug paraphernalia in or on 

which there was a prohibited drug or 

plant.  He was fined $500 and ordered 

to pay costs of $248.70. 

Mc Lovin appeared on a charge of 

damaging property and 3 counts of 

stealing.  The matters were adjourned 

to appear in  Southern Cross on the 

12th August 2021. 

Jesse Munday was convicted of driving 

with prescribed illicit drug in oral fluid 

or blood.  He was fined $200, ordered 

to pay costs of $248.70 and an analyst 

fee of $185. 

Philip Nolan appeared on a charge of 

exceeding the speed limit between 20 

and 29 km/h, and 5 counts of 

contravening a red traffic control 

signal by proceeding beyond the stop 

line.  The matters were adjourned to 

appear in Southern Cross on the 4th 

November 2021. 

David Norton appeared on 2 counts of 

failing to comply with reporting 

obligations.  The matters were 

adjourned to appear in Southern Cross 

on the 12th August 2021. 

Julie Petersen appeared on a charge of 

failing to comply with requirements 

made by a member of the police force.  

The matter was adjourned to appear in 

Merredin on the 20th October 2021. 

Jodie Sayers was convicted of driving 

with prescribed illicit drug in oral fluid 

or blood.  She was fined $600, ordered 

to pay costs of $248.70, an analyst fee 

of $185, and had her licence suspended 

for 6 months. 

Aaron Smith was convicted of being a 




