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Over $14,000 raised at ‘Sonny Days Ahead’ Concert 

The community of Mukinbudin has 
rallied around local footballer and 
citizen Sonny King who was recently 
diagnosed with Acute Myeloid 
Leukaemia. Well over 400 adults 
(plus children) gathered at the 
Mukinbudin Sports Oval on 
November 2nd for the ‘Sonny Days 
Ahead’ concert. 

The concert was a fundraiser to aid 
Sonny and his family with ongoing 
medical and living costs as they 
relocate to Perth for treatment. The 

result – over $14,000 raised in a 
single night, through the sale of 
tickets, drinks, food and the auction 
of a Mukinbudin Rams fire drum.  

Four Acts from across the region 
provided the entertainment.  Dwayne 
Sprigg (Wyalkatchem), Sue Munns 
(Beacon), Erin Pope (Moorine Rock) 
and The Eastern Line (Mukinbudin),  
who were joined onstage by Stella 
Carlson, Dale Cronje and Allison 
Nixon. It was a brisk evening but the 
venue was packed until the end of 

the show – testament to the quality 
of the performances.  

The auction of a Mukinbudin Rams 
fire drum raised over $600, knocked 
down to the patron of rival footy 
club Beacon. In an extraordinary 
display of generosity, the successful 
bidder promptly donated the fire 
drum back, and it was gifted to 
Sonny as a momento of the night. 

Sonny was unable to attend the event 
(doctors orders) but was still able to 
be involved through video calls 

throughout the night. Sonny’s sister 
(Chloe), mother (Maxine), and other 
family members, attended the 
evening and were blown away by the 
show of support by the attendees and 
the amount raised by the event. 
Chloe provided a moving speech of 
what the community support meant 
to the family and Sonny. 

After the event Chloe posted this 
thank you on Facebook. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Erin Pope from Moorine Rock  
Stella Carlson, Dale Cronje and Allison Nixon join Jethro Sobejko, Hayden Sprigg and Tim 

Beckingham of The Eastern Line on stage  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Friday 22nd November 

Merredin GIANT Twilight Christmas Markets. Cnr 
Barrack and Queen Streets, Merredin.  5pm—
8pm. 

Saturday 23rd November—Sunday 1st 
December 

Comedy Allsorts, Merredin Rep Club at Cummins 
Theatre.  For more info see page 7. 

Sunday 1st December 

Nungarin Wheatbelt Markets. 

Monday 2nd December 

Christmas Pool Party 0—5 year.  Merredin. 

Thursday 5th December 

Thursday 12th December 

Merredin Gala Night. 

REGULAR EVENTS 

0-4 Amity Health Playgroup—call Claire Smith or 
email csmith@amityhealth.com.au 

A Choired Taste – A community singing group.  
All levels. Monday evening at 47 Coronation 
Street 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm. Call Langley Smith on 
0409 106 649. 

All Saints Anglican Church—Sundy 24th 
November 4.00pm Dice Games, Prayer & Tea.  
Christ the King 6.00pm Evening Prayer.  Sunday 
1st no service.  Sunday 8th December morning 
prayer 10.00am.  Contact Pauline 9044 1076 or 
Su 0427 412 709. 

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 
9.30pm at the Masonic Lodge in Coronation St.  
First night is free.  Beginners to advanced.  Call 
Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see Sue at the 
Chemist or Lyn at the Post Office. 

Church of Christ—Throssell Road, 10am Sunday 
Worship and Sunday School Ph  
0408 484 711. 

Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on 
0411 984 123 for more info. 

Merredin Army Cadet Unit 510—Tuesday 
nights 6:00 pm 9:00 pm during school terms. 
Cnr. Woolgar Ave and Kitchener Road Merredin  
For further information please contact Officer 
in Charge 2nd Lieutenant Karinda Smith Mob: 
0427 080 913  

Merredin Camera Club—Email Daina for more 
info at dainasutherland@bigpond.com. 

Merredin Churches Fraternal—Meet on the 
fourth Wednesday of the Month at 10am at the 
Uniting Church. PO Box 463, Merredin, John 
McKane 0457 329 850. 

Merredin Community Garden—anyone 
interested in being involved, please contact 
Gillian Ovans 0427 701 655. 

Merredin Community Resource Centre—
Meetings fourth Wednesday of the month at 
5.30pm.  All welcome. 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

Convos with K-Lee 

When is the best time to put up your Christmas Tree? 

 

Merredin Fine Arts Society—Meet each 
Thursday from 9am to 1pm at their Gallery in 
Queen Street (behind the CRC).  New members 
welcome. Enquiries to Margaret 0429 623 081. 

Merredin Museum & Historical Society—
Meetings first Wednesday of the month 
5.00pm at Railway Museum.  All Welcome.   

Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30am. Call 
Steve for more info on 0467 173 753. 

Merredin United in Prayer—28th November—
Seventh-day Adventist Church.  7pm.  

Moorditj Mia Services—Third Sunday of the 
month at 2.15pm.  

People’s Baptist Church—Kellerberrin, 10am 
Sunday Worship, Ph 0435 284 796. 

Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00am—
11.30am during the school term at Throssell 
Road, opposite the pool.  Contact Carissa Amm 
on 0433 340 441. 

Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 12 
noon, Shed Restaurant unless otherwise 
advised, contact Julie Townrow 0429 411 377 
or email julietownrow@westnet.com.au  

Senior’s Centre—Craft group Wednesday 
mornings 9.30am—11.30am, bring your own 
crafts, learn a new craft or just come for a chat. 
Friday mornings 10am  Carpet Bowls new and 
old players welcome. 

Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday 
morning 10.00—11.30am at the Senior’s 
Centre.  Free.  All welcome. 

Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00pm 
at the Senior’s Centre. Afternoon tea to follow.  
Free. 

Seventh-day Adventist Church—Kitchener 
Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship, 9.30am 
Saturday Bible Study.  0429 770 331. 

St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kellerberrin—
8:00am every Sunday. Father Andrew Bowron 
Ph 9041 1118. 

St Mary’s Catholic Church, Merredin—South 
Avenue, Sundays 10.30am. Saturday evenings 
6.30pm. Father Andrew Bowron, Ph  
9041  1118. 

Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the 
Merredin Library, for children up to 5 years old. 

Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their 
stories or just listen. Mondays 10.00am—
11.30am, starting with morning tea.  Senior’s 
Centre.  $1. 

Tribal Bellydance—5.00pm Mondays, 110 
Barrack Street.  For all ages, shapes and physical 
ability. Have fun, move your body and laugh 
your hips off!    Classes are FREE.  Call Kirsty on 
0400 206 616.  

Uniting Church—Fifth Street, 9am Sunday 
Service, Ph 0457 329 850. 

Westonia Croquet Club—call John Corsini on 
0429 467 170 or Keith Downsborough on 0482 
445 046. 
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Sherelle Mau—
mid November.  

Woody—I’m 
not too worried, 
it all seems a 
bit fishy to me. 

Narelle Driscoll—Thumbs up 
to a lovely lady who wanted to 
pass on $5 to a customer as an 
act of random kindness, so 
lovely to share. Thank you, the 
customer was very grateful 
too.  

Sandy 
Hooper—mid 
November. 

Jo Laird—October. 

Terry Pick—Thumbs down to 
the government building on 
the highway that needs to 
clean-up their garden area.  

Margaret Johnston—Thumbs 
up to the wonderful staff and 
volunteers who gave us such a 
wonderful lunch and 
entertainment at the recent 
Seniors Luncheon.  Keep up 
the good work.  

Sheree Lowe—Thumbs up to 
Merredin Volunteer Fire & 
Rescue Service for sending 
volunteers over to fight the 
NSW fires and to the 
employers who gave them 
time off to do so.  
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‘…To those who attended, thank 
you for showing your love and 
support, it meant so much to my 
family, Sonny and myself. We 
didn’t expect so many to be there 
but you all took us by surprise and 
left us speechless!!’ 

Drinks, food and the hire of the 
marquee and venue were all 

(Continued from page 1) 

Over $14,000 raised at ‘Sonny 
Days Ahead’ Concert cont. 

donated by local organisations, 
ensuring the great financial result. 
Just as important to the community 
was showing Sonny and his family 
that they have an army of support 
behind them through this tough 
time.  

The ‘Sonny Days Ahead’ Concert 
will long be remembered by all 
involved. 

Merredin Seniors ABBAlicious Lunch 
By DEBBIE MORRIS 

Over 100 seniors attended the 
luncheon at the Cummins Theatre as 
part of Seniors Week and the 
feedback has been overwhelmingly 
positive, from the entertainment, 
food, decorations and service. 

29% of Merredin’s population being 
over 55 years of age which equates 
to almost 1000 seniors. 

These people have contributed a lot 
to our community over time and 
have a wealth of knowledge and 
wisdom which they share. Seniors 
Week is the perfect time to celebrate 
our Seniors and show them they are 
valued. 

Lisa Fischer, who was the CRC 
Chairperson for many years, was MC 
for the day and did a great job.  
Merredin College Choir were first on 
stage singing ‘Colour My World’ 
and an ABBA medley which led 
nicely into a performance by ABBA 
Duo, which was followed by St 

Mary’s students dancing and singing 
to Mamma Mia and then ABBA Duo 
returning to the stage and enticing 
some seniors to get up on stage to  
join them. 

Merredin College students were the 
wait staff for the day and did a very 
professional job taking drink and 
food orders and delivering these 
back to the tables. 

Merredin CRC appreciated all the 
volunteers who helped over two days 
to make the luncheon such a great 
success.  Audiene McCrae, Jan 
Whisson, Sue Olcorn, Erika Munitz, 
Kim Muggridge, Glenda Starcevich 
and Thelma Downsborough prepared 
all the vegetables and fruit on the 
Monday and set up the tables.  Julie 
Nicoletti made all the delicious 
Tiramisu and the Men’s Shed set up 
and packed up the tables and chairs. 

Then on the Tuesday busy in the 
kitchen were Julie Nicoletti, Thelma 
Downsborough, Sue Olcorn and 
Audiene McCrae with CRC staff. 

A huge thank you to Collgar Wind 
Farm, Shire of Merredin and COTA 
(Council of the Ageing) Lotterywest 
and Department of Communities for 
their generous funding, to Merredin 
IGA, Chicken Treat and GO MAD 
for their support, to Merredin 
College Choir and St Mary’s 
Primary School whose performances 
were amazing, to the students from 
Merredin College who waited on the 
tables and to Lisa Fischer for 
stepping into the role of MC. 

Most importantly, a big thank you to 
all the seniors who came along to the 
luncheon.  What a wonderful 
community we live in. 

Merredin College Choir perform ‘Colour my world’ and an ABBA medley 

Many people joined ABBA Duo on stage 

Cummins Theatre, a great venue for the 
luncheon 

St Mary’s School sing and dance Mamma 
Mia for the seniors 

ABBA Duo loved the audience 
participation 

Lisa Fischer who did a wonderful job as 
MC for the event 
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Kevin 
 Tengvall 

My Thoughts 

Once again I ask people to remind 
me why we live in the desert? 

I know technically we live in the 
Eastern Wheatbelt, but when we get 
temperatures hovering in the 40’s is 
it any wonder I ask that question? 

40 plus temperatures in early 
November is not the norm in 
anyone's language, very few people 
in my opinion would think that it’s 
wonderful to be outside on days like 
this. 

The older I get the less I can tolerate 
the heat and as I get older the 
weather does play havoc with my 
health. 

What can we do about it I ask 
myself? Well there indeed is the 
million dollar question, has it 
anything to do with global warming? 
Is that the reason that the weather 
patterns seem to be all over the 
place? Are fossil fuels the reason the 
ozone layer is apparently dwindling?  

These and so many more questions 
need to be answered and something 
done? BUT WHAT? 

I have seen what I think are the 
ravages of global warming, it seems 
much more obvious in the Northern 
hemisphere, especially around the 
Arctic circle, but is that because I am 
open to the sometimes compelling  
arguments for it? 

But if we look closer to home how 
do we explain the changes we see in 
our local weather patterns, the 
Eastern States have been bombarded 
with catastrophic weather conditions 
which have resulted in life 
threatening, out of control bushfires, 
(personally I can’t remember a time 
when there have been such 
devastating conditions so early in the 
year) it’s Spring for goodness sake..! 

Now before you all think I have 
jumped on the Global warming band 
wagon, let me just say that I for one 
am not totally convinced that man 
has stuffed the planet and that we are 

What’s with this weather?! 

all doomed. I do think there is a case 
that weather conditions worldwide 
are following a cycle. 

 If you believe what some scientists 
say, the ice age which killed all the 
dinosaurs, was the fifth catastrophic 
weather event the world has seen and 
we are about to witness the sixth 
catastrophic event. 

Whether this event will be in our 
lifetime is a matter of pure 
conjecture, as its’s very necessary to 
remember that when we talk in 
decades, scientists talk in millions or 
billions of years. 

So apart from whinging about global 
warming etc, what can I do about it? 
On the whole as an individual, 
probably nothing, even as a 
community or a state or even a 
country, the things we can do to save 
our planet may not seem to achieve 
its desired purpose. 

But we can try, we can recycle, we 
can dispose of rubbish sensibly, we 
can plant trees, we can use our most 
precious resource, water, wisely, we 
can protect our remnant vegetation, 
we can protect the Great Barrier 
Reef. 

All these things are, I think, good 
things to do, after all protecting what 
we can, can’t be a bad thing can it? 

If in some way these things can help 
temper these crazy weather 
conditions and even if they can’t, at 
least we can say we tried. 

In the meantime stay cool people we 
have another week of 40 plus 
temperatures. 

By WENDY PORTER Librarian 
Merredin Library 

Nowadays everyone has heard of 
that thing called the internet and 
many businesses feel that they are 
losing business because of online 
shopping.  If this is you, have you 
thought of using the internet to 
enhance your business and attract 
new customers?  Remember the 
adage, if you can’t beat them, join 
them!  Don’t know where to start?  
Have a look at what the Merredin 
Library has to offer that may help. 

Twitter seems to be the preferred 
means of passing on Presidential 
comments in modern days, but did 
you know that you can use Twitter 
in your business? ‘Ultimate guide to 
Twitter for business,’  by Ted 
Prodromou shows you how to 
generate quality leads using only 
140 characters and explains how 10 
twitter tools can be applied to your 
business.  Learn how to instantly 
connect with millions of customers 
in under 10 minutes!  Learn who to 
follow, how often you should tweet, 
and how to Hashtag your way to the 
top. 

There are many platforms available 
for businesses to use online.  
“Starting an Etsy business for 
dummies,’  by Kate Shoup and Kate 

Library Musings 
Gatski, teaches you how to navigate 
the new homepage, manage stats 
and orders, increase local sales, 
market your Etsy shop, and protect 
your business and promote yourself 
on Facebook, Twitter and Pinterest.  
Never heard of Etsy?  Etsy was 
created in 2005 to help artists and 
craftspeople sell their handmade 
wares online.  

If Etsy isn’t for you, perhaps you 
should consider eBay.  Barbara 
Weltman’s ‘The complete idiot’s 
guide to starting an eBay business,’  
shows you the nuts and bolts of 
starting your business, from 
inventory storage to legalities such 
as insurance, tax, advertising and 
promotion and includes an overview 
of payment options such as Paypal.  
The book also contains reliable tips 
and strategies for improving your 
profit margin and more. 

Remember, the Merredin Library 
holds items on many subject areas, 
too many to name.  If the library 
doesn’t have what you are looking 
for, the Library staff are happy to 
try and find it for you.  Ask about 
how members can access free 
eBooks 24/7.  Library membership 
is free to all residents of the Shire.  
See you soon! 
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5th November 2019 

Troy Cook plead guilty to using an 
unlicensed vehicle on a road, was 
fined $100, ordered to pay costs of 
$225.90 and to pay a half annual 
licence fee of $238.70. 

Naomi Garlett was convicted of 
criminal damage or destruction of 
property and reckless driving and 
received a continued intensive 
supervision order, she was also 
found guilty of a breach of police 
order and received a 6 month 
community based order. 

Douglas Hayden was found guilty 
of failing to comply with reporting 
obligations and received a $500 
suspended fine, suspended for 3 
months. 

Thomas J Hayden was found guilty 
of 2 counts of common assault, was 
fined $1,500 and ordered to pay 
costs of $107.50. 

Thomas K Hayden was found 
guilty of common assault, was 
fined $800 and ordered to pay costs 
of $107.50. 

Younous Kone was convicted of 
reckless driving exceeding the 
speed limit by 45 km/h or more in a 
confiscation zone, was fined 
$1,400, ordered to pay costs of 
$225.90 and had his licence 
suspended for 6 months. 

Adam Mazurak was convicted of 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended), was fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $225.90. 

Court Report 
Delena Nelson was found guilty of 
a breach of family violence 
restraining order or violence 
restraining order and was fined 
$100. 

Alicia Regan was found guilty of 
disorderly behaviour in public, was 
fined $600 and ordered to pay costs 
of $225.90. 

Tracy Reynolds plead guilty to 
careless driving, carrying a load 
which makes the vehicle unsafe and 
driving a motor vehicle under the 
influence of alcohol, she was fined 
$3,200, ordered to pay costs of 
$225.90 and had her licence 
suspended for 30 months.   

Leanne Rushby was convicted of 
driving with a prescribed illicit drug 
in oral fluid or blood, was fined 
$1,200 , ordered to pay costs of 
$225 and to pay an analyst fee of 
$185. 

Shane Taylor was found guilty of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(Cannabis) and possessing drug 
paraphernalia in or on which there 
was a prohibited drug or plant, was 
fined $500 and ordered to pay costs 
of $225.90. 

Rhyse Walsh was convicted of 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended), was fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $225.90. 

Carrie Yarran was convicted of 
disorderly behaviour in public, was 
fined $1,500 and ordered to pay 
costs of $225.90. 

Police Report 
By OIC MARK TOBIASSEN 
Merredin Police 

Hello Readers, 

As the weather heats up and the 
holidays approach there is a 
tendency to drink more. That’s 
fine, I just ask that you be sensible 
and responsible in how much you 
drink so that it doesn’t affect your 
behaviour in a way that may lead to 
you being charged for something.  
It is an offence to walk down the 
street with an open bottle of alcohol 
in your hand and certainly to drink 
it outside of a private residence or a 
licensed premises. If you are 
planning to drink then plan how 
you will get home, don’t drink then 
drive and don’t walk if you’re so 
drunk that you do stupid things like 
kick over letterboxes or pull out 
someone’s plants, these things will 
surely lead to you being charged. 

I also remind you to be careful on 
the roads and exercise patience, we 

don’t want people putting 
themselves and others at risk.  
With the holiday period fast 
approaching there will be more 
vehicles on the road, so plan ahead 
to take breaks and have enough 
time to be patient. 

You may have seen my recent 
Facebook post about our front 
yard, thanks to Merredin Shire for 
taking care of that for us.  We have 
a plaque out the front now which 
you are welcome to come and 
read. It’s about a past Officer in 
Charge here in Merredin who was 
present at the siege of Ned Kelly.  
I will write more about that at a 
future time. 

As always, if you are aware of any 
information relating to crime and/
or drugs please contact us on 9041 
1322 or call Crime Stoppers on 
1800 333 000 if you wish to 
remain anonymous. 

Until next time. 

Letter to the Editor 

Congratulations once again to our 
wonderful Merredin Community 
Resource Centre (CRC). 

On Tuesday 12th November the 
Merredin seniors enjoyed a delicious 
lunch, ably served by the Merredin 
College students and prepared by the 
CRC staff and volunteers. 

During the meal we were entertained 
by our talented school choirs from 
Merredin College and  St Mary’s.  
Both choirs added another dimension 
to the act ABBA Duo from Perth, 
who also had the room swinging to 

all the well known ABBA songs. 

There was some dancing around the 
tables with the more striking dancers 
invited onstage to perform with the 
duo. 

All round a thoroughly enjoyable 
day. 

One comment heard was ‘how are 
they going to top this next year?’ 

Thank you so much. 

Meryl Harris 
Merredin 

ABBAlicious Lunch 

Firstly congratulations to the 
Merredin CRC Staff on a job well 
done. 

November 12th 2019 was a very 
special Tuesday for Seniors and 
Visitors to Merredin for our Annual 
Seniors Luncheon at Cummins 
Theatre. 

To walk into the venue, we were 
blown away with the table 
arrangements, which were just 
beautiful – we thought we were, or 
could have been, in the Crown 
Casino in Perth. 

ABBAsalutely Great 
Congratulations to the students from 
the Merredin College on a job well 
done with their waitressing duties – 
great job with our drinks, luncheon 
and sweets orders – did this all with 
a smile and happy to do it. 

The meal in itself was excellent and 
well presented. 

The entertainment was supa-dupa!  
Thumbs up to all involved. 

Babs Ricci, Jan Whisson, Kerry 
Brown & Lillian Armstrong 

Merredin 

Remembrance Day 
Remembrance Day (sometimes 
known informally as Poppy Day 
owing to the tradition of the 
remembrance poppy) is a memorial 
day observed in Commonwealth 
member states since the end of the 
First World War to remember the 
members of their armed forces who 
have died in the line of duty. 

Merredin Remembrance Day, Acting CEO Kellie Bartley, Aub Tompkin and Shire 
President Julie Flockart 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Remembrance_poppy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_of_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
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By KAYTLYN SPRIGG 

On Tuesday 12th November 77 
ladies and gentlemen from Bruce 
Rock, Narembeen (or was it 
Narembangbang!?), Hyden 
(wherever that is!), Kulin, Kondinin 
and Westonia gathered together at 
the Bruce Rock District Club to 
celebrate WA Seniors Week 2019 
with thanks to COTA Western 
Australia.  

The lovely Dame Edna and her side 
kick Tuktuk joined in once lunch 
was served and certainly livened 
things up!  

A massive thanks to all who got 
involved, to Kim McKenzie (Bruce 
Rock Cafe - Love That Food) for the 
beautiful catering and to the 
surrounding CRC's who gathered a 
bus load of lovely locals to join in on 
the fun. 

Thank you to COTA WA for the 
funding received as well as all who 
purchased tickets. 

Dame Edna visits Bruce Rock 
for Senior’s Week 

Dame Edna entertained the crowd 

Judy Gould, Joy Lee, Floss Brownley, Jenny Austine and Jackie Neal from Bruce Rock  

Kerry Fricker, Glen Maringoni, Lou 
Maringoni, Wendy Fudge, Michael 

Lethlean, Maz Beechy & Lyn Cova from 
Narembeen 

Seniors from Narembeen Seniors from Narembeen 

Seniors from Hyden Joy Lee & Floss Brownley from Bruce Rock 
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By GRANT STAINER 

The Merredin Repertory Club is 
performing some hilarious comedies 
for its end of year productions.  

Comedy Allsorts consists of some 
one act plays that will have everyone 
in fits of laughter at the chaos that 
goes on.  

Dotty’s Inheritance follows the 
adventures of the elderly lady Dotty. 
Upon receiving the news that her 
brother Victor has passed away, 
Dotty now finds herself the owner of 
the family business. A business that 
her daughters are desperate to 
offload before they all end up in the 
headlines of the local paper.  

Traveller’s Table follows events at a 
small outback motel, where people 
travelling alone are invited to dine 
together at the Traveller’s Table.  

A bored fertiliser salesman with the 
gift of the gab amuses himself by 
picking a business card off the board 
at random and then pretending he is 
the person on the card.  

Then other people join him, and the 
chaos begins! 

Comedy Allsorts at the theatre 

The casts include a mix of old and 
new cast members. We are very glad 
to welcome new cast members Chloe 
Willcocks and Bev Hudson 
performing in Traveller’s Table, and 
Mel Edwards performing in Dotty’s 
Inheritance.  

We also have Rick Conti and Stewart 
Low performing, for whom this is 
only the second production they have 
been in.  

The performances will be on the 23, 
24, 30 November and the 1, 6, 7 
December 2019.  The Saturday night 
performances include dinner. The 
Friday night is BYO supper.  The 
Sunday matinees will have 
refreshments available. The bar (cash 
only) will be open.   

Comedy Allsorts is going to be a 
great night out for everyone, and will 
be the perfect time to have a relaxing 
Christmas night out.  

Tickets are available via the 
Cummins Theatre website or 
Trybooking at www.trybooking.com/
BGQIS. 

The cast of Traveller's Table.  Chloe Willcocks (‘Mandy’), Bev Hudson (‘Dora’), Kylee 
Crabb (‘Lurlene’), and Rick Conti (‘Keith’).  Image courtesy of Grant Stainer 

A truck on fire 
following a 

tyre blowing in 
the 40 degrees 

temperatures 
on Merredin-

Chandler Road 
on Monday 

evening 18th 
November.  No 

one was 
injured.  Image 
courtesy of OIC 

Mark 
Tobiassen. 

Wheatbelt in a Snap 
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By BEV FLOCKART 

Recently, the Merredin Regional 
Cooperative Bulk Handling [CBH] 
depot and distribution centre, 
donated the weigh bridge scales that 
had formerly been used at the 
Warralakin CBH bin between 1963 
and 1994 to the Merredin Men’s 
Shed. The weigh bridge is a Hawk-
Rinstrum model. 

The Men’s shed already houses a 
variety of vintage agricultural 
machinery and CBH authorities felt 
that the weigh bridge would be an 
appropriate addition to this 
collection. 

Warralakin is a farming area 
approximately 82 Kms North East of 
Merredin and was situated on the rail 
line that was opened in 1929 and ran 
between Mukinbudin and Bullfinch. 

It was officially declared a town site 
in May 1928 to serve the 120 settlers 
who lived and worked in the area. 

Grains were received at the 
Warralakin siding from the time the 
rail line began operating. 

At Warralakin, as in many other 
areas, grain was delivered to the 
siding in hessian bags, and after 

CBH Donation to the Merredin Community Men’ Shed Inc  
being weighed individually by the 
purchasing buyer, it was stacked at 
the station while waiting to be loaded 
onto the trains. 

By the 1940’s, there were two silos 
built and an open bulk head at 
Warralakin. It was the receival point 
for a number of domestic companies 
mainly due to the high protein level 
of the wheat which was excellent 
bread wheat. 

Total bulk delivery of grains 
commenced in 1954. 

The Warralakin area has had its 
share of good seasons over the years 
since it opened.  

Regularly through the 1980’s and 
1990’s up to 84,000 tonnes of wheat 
was delivered to the bin. There were 
up to 12 staff on site and because of 
the large deliveries, Warralakin was 
one of the first bins in the state to 
have new and larger accommodation 
provided for bin staff. 

In modern times, twenty four 
growers delivered 88,000 tonnes of 
grain in the 2003/2004 season.  

For the last 25 years, all grains 
delivered to CBH have been weighed 
and recorded electronically. 

Today, the nearest CBH bins to 
Warralakin are Burracoppin, 
Mukinbudin and Bullfinch. Grain is 
transported to Burracoppin from 
Warralakin, or farmers transport their 
own grain to a major receival point 
of their choosing. 

Being so far away from major towns, 
the local families usually had to 
make their own fun and there are no 
end of amazing tales told of the 
exploits of the families who settled 
out in that area. 

Names cannot be printed, but some 
of the stories are what legends are 
made of....like the farmer who let it 
be known that after his holidays he 
would be painting his house. Imagine 
the shock when he and the family 
arrived home to a totally green 
house! The perpetrators quickly 
rectified the situation and all was 
forgiven. 

Another time, one of the farming 
families stopped at the Edna May 
Tavern for a refreshing ale on the 
way back from Perth. They parked 
outside the tavern with a trailer 
loaded with luggage and other goods. 
By the time they were ready for 
home it was dark, so without a care 
in the world the driver set off for 
home.  Imagine their horror when 
they found that they had lost the 
trailer somewhere along the way!  
The family were all piled back into 
the car to try and locate the lost 
trailer. When they eventually got 
back to Westonia, they discovered 
that a person unknown had unhooked 
the trailer whilst the family were in 
the Tavern and it was still sitting 
safely where it had been parked 
originally. 

These stories will be remembered 

with humour and affection of times 
past, shared fun as well as disasters. 

One farmer had a serious accident 
during harvest, so the community as 
a whole rallied to take the crop off. 
This was done in one day with all 
local farmers involved, then they had 
a massive party which lasted all 
night. 

We do know that the Warralakin 
farmers and the bin staff claim that 
their post-harvest bin parties were 
the best in the whole of the West in 
fact they were legendary, with the 
farmers donating the food which 
included a sheep on a spit and all the 
rest. 

In all the years through good 
seasons, bad seasons and difficult 
times, the Warralakin growers, 
drivers and other staff have always 
been credited by CBH staff as being 
friendly and obliging, easy to deal 
with and who never complained.  

This is a great compliment paid, 
when times are not always easy in 
the farming game, particularly 
considering the isolation of the area 
and when dealing with issues such as 
breakdowns, grain quality, weather 
events and other hazards. 

Merredin Community Men’s Shed 
members would like to thank the 
CBH group for the generosity of this 
donation. 

The author thanks CBH staff current 
and retired for current information 
on grain handling at Warralakin and 
to Jocelyn Maddock for historical 
information gained from her 
book....”Westonia The wheel of 
change.” 

Weigh bridge scales formerly from Warralakin CBH bin 

The State Government has revised 
rules around the movement of 
oversize agricultural vehicles, 
ensuring that the industry can 
operate efficiently during its busy 
seeding and harvest periods. 

To ensure the safety of tourist 
traffic - for the past 15 years a 
curfew has applied to oversized 
vehicles over the Easter and 
Christmas periods - preventing 
them from moving across the 
State's road network during 
Western Australia's two busiest 
holiday seasons. 

Following discussions with 
agricultural industry 
representatives, the curfew has 
been lifted on all except Perth 
metropolitan roads and 11 major 
regional transport routes. The 
curfew will only apply to 
agricultural vehicles above 5.5 
metres in width. 

The curfew for oversize agricultural 
vehicles now only applies to the 
following roads: 

 All roads within the 
metropolitan area 

 Albany Highway 

Restrictions on movement of 
oversize agricultural vehicles 

eased 
 Brand Highway 

 Brookton Highway 

 Bussell Highway 

 Forrest Highway 

 Indian Ocean Drive 

 Muir Highway 

 North West Coastal Highway 
(Geraldton to Kalbarri turn-off) 

 Northampton Kalbarri Road 

 South Coast Highway 

 South Western Highway 

In association with the review of 
the movement of agricultural 
vehicles, Main Roads Western 
Australia has developed an 
Agricultural Combinations Order 
that will reduce the level of red tape 
for the agricultural industry 

The changes mean farmers only 
need to obtain a permit when an 
over-mass agricultural combination 
is required to cross a bridge. 
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2019 Seniors 
Luncheon 

On the 12th of November, Merredin 
College Choir went down to the 
Cummins Theatre to sing at the 
annual Seniors Luncheon.   

Also, some of our Year 9 and 10 
students had a wonderful time 
volunteering as wait staff at the 
Merredin CRC ABBA themed 
luncheon. 

On Friday 15 November, a number of 
our Year 6-10 students participated in 
the Noongar Girls Day. Thank you to 
everyone who was a part of the day 
and for organising this event. It was 
enjoyed by all!! 

Noongar Girls Day 

Primary Grow Awards 
Kindy/PP: P Russell—Caring, H 
Myers—Responsible 

PP/Year 1: L Shelton—Respectful, 
J McKinnon—Strive to Succeed 

Year 1: A Du Plessis—Strive to 
Succeed, B Wilcox—Strive to 
Succeed 

Year 2: S Jandi—Caring, R Wall—
Strive to Succeed 

Year 3: A Parkin—Strive to 
Succeed, T Pearce—Caring 

Year 3/4: S Major—Caring, S 
Wilcox—Caring 

Year 4/5: J  Hardy—Caring, J 
Bill—Striving to Succeed 

Year 5/6: N Ghir ardi—
Responsible, M Kett—Strive to 
Succeed 

Year 6: C Fardell—Strive to 
Succeed, E Jetta—Strive to Succeed 

Music Junior Primary: A 
Crowley—Strive to Succeed 

Music Upper Primary: C 
Fardell—Responsible 

Art Junior Primary: K Major—
Strive to Succeed 

Art Upper Primary: M Edwards—
Strive to Succeed 

Sport Junior Primary: J  Van Der  
Merwe—Strive to Succeed 

Sport Upper Primary—J Walker— 
Strive to Succeed 

Science: N Ockerby—Responsible 

By CONSUMER PROTECTION 

Seeing the recent bushfires is 
horrifying for most of us and we just 
want to help somehow. But 
unfortunately scammers see it as an 
opportunity to impersonate charities, 
or create fake charities. This can 
happen online, via social media or 
website pop-ups, or in person, such 
as at your front door or on the street.  

It’s doubly cruel because not only 
does it con the donor out of their 
money, it also denies the true cause 
much-needed funds for those truly 
affected.  

Prevent charity donations from 
ending up in the wrong hands by 
avoiding uninvited approaches 
altogether. Instead, approach your 
chosen charity directly, through 
contact details you are 100% sure of, 
to make a donation.  

If you happen to respond to an out-of
-the-blue email, phone call or face-to
-face request, triple check it’s the 
real deal.  

Online scammers might create a 
copycat version of a well-known 
charity website, so you need to be 
absolutely sure the url / web address 
you are using is the right one.  

Ask door-to-door collectors for their 

Bushfires equals fake charity scams  

ID and if in doubt call the charity via 
the number listed on their official 
website to check if the person truly 
represents them.  

Any charitable fundraising in WA 
should only happen with the 
appropriate licence or permit from 
Consumer Protection – see our 
licensed charities register at 
www.consumerprotection.wa.gov.au  

The licensing system is about 
preventing misuse of funds and 
means the charity’s finances are 
audited.  

We know it can be impractical to 
obtain a licence for short-term 
fundraising such as a one-off event, 
so in those circumstances you can 
collect under the authority of an 
existing licensed charity with their 
permission. Feel free to call our 
Charities Branch for information 
about that on 08 6552 9364 or for 
Country callers: 1300 304 074.  

Remember charities offering tax 
deductions for any donations made 
to them must be registered with the 
national regulator, the ACNC: 
www.acnc.gov.au/findacharity  

If you think you’ve lost money to a 
fake charity scam, call WA ScamNet 
for assistance on 1300 30 40 54.  
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By ROY BUTLER 

Merredin now has a State Champion 
Tree, recently listed on the National 
Register of Big Trees https://
www.nationalregisterofbigtrees.com.
au/index.php.   

This Champion Tree is a South 
Australian sugar gum (Eucalyptus 
cladocalyx), growing beside the 
highway near the western railway 
crossing into the shopping area. It is 
one of a number of big sugar gums 
growing in this area, extending to the 
Heritage Precinct (which includes 
the Railway and Military Museums 
and the railway water tank and 
tower). All these trees are thought to 
have been planted around 1920. 

Eligibility for entry onto the register 
is not solely determined by height, 
but on the basis of a formula that 
includes circumference, height and 
crown spread. A standardised 
scoring system is used in nominating 
trees for the register. Merredin’s 
Champion tree scored 350.  

On the National Register the highest 
scoring tree is a mountain ash 
(Eucalyptus regnans) at Geeveston 
in Tasmania, with a score of 1,125. 
The top four trees are all in 
Tasmania, but in number 5 position - 
with a score of 996 - is a red tingle 

Merredin’s State  
Champion Tree 

(E. jacksonii) at Walpole WA. There 
are approximately 70 big trees 
currently registered in WA.  

While Merredin’s Champion Tree is 
big, it is not particularly healthy. 
Here’s hoping that, with expert 
advice, measures can be taken to 
improve its health.    

Merredin’s State Champion Tree 

Travelling Phoenix 

Jane and Romolo Patroni with the Phoenix at the base of Mount Cook, New Zealand 

https://www.nationalregisterofbigtrees.com.au/index.php
https://www.nationalregisterofbigtrees.com.au/index.php
https://www.nationalregisterofbigtrees.com.au/index.php
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The Year One class did a fantastic 
job of presenting the Week Five 
Assembly where they entertained 
everyone with their brilliant circus 
performance. The highlight was 
watching the death defying tight rope 
walkers, the powerful strongmen, 
magical magicians, agile acrobats 
and funny clowns. 

Assembly 

St Mary’s held their annual 
Grandparents Morning Tea on Friday 
to celebrate the valuable and 
important contribution grandparents 
make to our community. The 
grandparents enjoyed watching the 
Year One assembly and then spent 
time with their grandchildren in their 
classrooms before enjoying a 
delicious morning tea. 

The Special Events Ministry led the 
school community in a reverent and 
reflective Remembrance Day Service 
on Monday.   

They spoke of the heroic actions of 
the soldiers in World War One and 
how we can be heroes in our words 
and actions. 

Remembrance Day Grandparents Morning Tea 
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Want a road trip or a spare bedroom? 
 

Millard caravan 1984. Single axle. Registered to May 2020. 

Two single beds, reverse cycle air-conditioning, gas-electric fridge and stove, 
sink, smoke alarm, annex. 

$5,200  

Call Roy Butler 0478 640 155 

FOR SALE 
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BEAUTICIAN 

ROOF MAINTENANCE 

COMPUTER TECH SUPPORT EARTH MOVING 

ARCHITECT 

 

SARAH SOMERS               

LAWYER                                    

 

 

Family Law – Divorce – Separation -  Property 

Settlement – Defacto Relationships 

Children’s Issues – Contact/Residence 

Competitive hourly rates – Reduced fee for 

Initial Consultation 
 

Serving the Wheatbelt Community 
 

85 Fitzgerald St, Northam  

9622 9687 / 0427725501  

sarahsomers@iinet.net.au 

LAWYER LAWYER PEST CONTROL 

TRAVEL ADVISOR 

CABINET MAKERS 

 
for all domestic and  

commercial cleaning in 
the Wheatbelt 

 

Call Graeme on  

0458 391 232 

CLEANER 

TOURS 
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CARPENTER 

PHOTOCOPIERS COMMERCIAL YOUR TRADE 

CEMETERY 

GLASS SERVICES INTERNET & COMMUNICATIONS 

 

3 Easy Steps to 
Connect to Faster 

Internet 
  

The process to connect is just 3 easy steps to connect to 
faster internet 

 

FREE Connections from July 1, 2019 *Conditions Apply 
 

Step 1:  Register at www.crispwireless.com.au  
Step 2:  Visit www.crispwireless.com.au and consider 

our Plans. Make your selection and register. 
We will sort the rest. 

Step 3:   We complete a site survey of the premises, 
you complete the paperwork and we connect 
you. 

 

CRISP Wireless is not NBN and its not Satellite. Our support 
team are Australian based. 

 

JOIN US NOW AT www.crispwireless.com.au 
 

*Conditions apply – a site survey ensures you can be 
connected. 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 

By CONSUMER PROTECTION 

It’s been more than 10 years since Western 
Australia’s tenancy laws were reviewed and times 
have certainly changed.  So, Consumer Protection 
is set to review the Residential Tenancies Act 1987 
and we are going to want to hear from you.  

The high cost of owning a home means more 
people in WA are renting. Meanwhile people with 
investment properties might not want to sell in the 
current market, resulting in landlords seeking 
tenants who are looking for long term stable 
tenancy arrangements.  

We want our tenancy laws to not only meet today’s 
needs but also those of the future.  

Although a rental property belongs to a landlord, to 
a tenant it is their home and we need to strike a 
balance between long term investment returns and 
stable tenancy arrangements and what should this 
look like from both sides of the equation.  

In the coming months we will publish a discussion 
paper to ask for your experiences and feedback on 
key issues including:  

 improving security of tenure for tenants;  

 should termination of a tenancy require reasons 
and do away with “no grounds” terminations;  

 disclosure of important information before a 
tenancy begins;  

 what are the minimum standards for rental 
properties;  

 tenant liability for damage – what is fair wear 
and tear;  

 bonds, changes in rent and other charges;  

 making a rental property a home, including the 
right to keep pets and make minor 
modifications; and  

 regulation of boarding, lodging and room-by-
room rentals.  

Gathering your thoughts on the WA tenancy laws 
will help us to make lasting improvements that 
work for both tenants and landlords.  

We'll post updates, including the discussion paper, 
on the Consumer Protection website - if you use 
the short link commerce.wa.gov.au/rentingtools 
you can easily find the dedicated ‘tenancy laws 
review’ web page, to save to your favourites.  

If you prefer to receive updates to your inbox you 
can subscribe to one of our newsletters to be 
notified when the review is open for community 
feedback. Head to our website 
www.consumerprotection.wa.gov.au and search for 
either “tenant e-bulletin” or “landlord e-bulletin”.  

 Review of WA 
tenancy laws  

http://www.crispwireless.com.au/
http://www.crispwireless.com.au/
http://www.crispwireless.com.au
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Positions Vacant 

ARIES—March 21 to April 19 
A time for transformations in the way you handle 
relationships.  Diplomatic attempts to reach 
agreement and make peace are a thing of the past 
and you are about to discover your latent power 
and resources.  In your personal life you are more 
passionate and demanding and a little jealous! 

TAURUS—April 20 to May 20 
You are feeling quite comfortable with yourself 
and you enjoy a bit of pushback in relationships 
if it sparks passion and discussion..  You will 
experience intense encounters with people who 
are comfortable with power, but who are jealous 
and possessive. A time of good fortune. 

GEMINI—May 21 to June 20 
Although you have a feeling that you aren’t 
getting anywhere, this is actually a time when 
you need to gather everything you have learned 
together into a final package.  A powerful new 
colleague turns up now to act on everything and 
make the necessary decision.  

CANCER—June 21 to July 22 
There is a strong focus on creativity and self-
expression, as well as on digging up important 
information which is needed for you to proceed 
with your plans.  A time to work with loved ones 
to clear up stuff from the past and make new 
plans for the future.  Expect something great to 
happen connected to overseas countries. 

LEO—July 23 to August 22 
Something comes to light about home and family  
which convinces you that it’s time to make some 
reforms.  There may also be constructive moves 
at work that harness the strongest colleagues to 
work more powerfully together with you.  
Harness your imaginative ideas.  

VIRGO—August 23 to September 22 
Information which you may prefer to keep 
confidential, especially if connected with children 
or romantic matters, comes to light.  The drive to 
learn and discover continues with the arrival of 
someone new in your local environment, who 
will help you process all that you  now know.  

LIBRA—September 23rd October 22 
You will meet a wise and influential individual 
and share ideas with him/her.  You have had big 
dreams and an equal measure of disappointment, 
but you will not be disappointed at this time and 
developments now can have a knock-on effect in 
family life in a couple of weeks.  

SCORPIO—October 23 to November 21 
You have been feeling isolated and powerless, 
but from now until the end of the year, your most 
authentic nature can be expressed.  Expect some 
pretty big sparks. Gone is the need to 
compromise and lay low, now you can express 
your personal magnetism at full blast! 

SAGITTARIUS—Nov 22 to December 21 
A peak period for personal success and the 
realisation of all the hopes and dreams you have 
had this year.  A particularly good time for 
getting together with friends and getting involved 
in intellectual, cultural or spiritual projects.  
Make the most of this window of delight. 

CAPRICORN—Dec 22 to January 19 
An empowering time for you when you know 
what you want and are willing to make plans 
which will affect your future for years to come.  
What counts now is to build solid alliances and 
friendships and this involves getting involved in 
the power games that affect social interaction.  

PISCES—February 19 to March 20 
A year of high hopes professionally and 
creatively, but you have also had your fair share 
of disappointments, especially when expectations 
became too high.  Now is the time when you 
realise your dreams.  A time of good fortune and 
financial success.  Lucky you! 

AQUARIUS—January 20 to February 18 
A time when you become more aware of your 
own resilience and power.  You can expect a few 
unpredictable events to affect both your domestic 
and professional life, which reminds you a little 
too much about the domestic disruption you have 
experienced over the last couple of years.  This is 
the start of a strong and empowering period.  

Bereavements 

CASUAL OR FULL TIME  
POSITION AVAILABLE 

Merredin Freightlines are currently seeking an 
MC Operator  

Driver will be based out of our Merredin depot 

Experience in Tipper Work is required 

All applicants please email resume to  
merredinfreightline@bigpond.com or call  

08 9041 3444 

Public Notices 

 

 

 

Bush Fires Act 1954 
Section 38(1) & (2A) 

 
The Shire of Yilgarn hereby gives notice of 
the following new appointments: 

 Chief Bush Fire Control Officer—Ron 
Burro 

 Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 
North—John Roberts 

 Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 
South—Alan Nicholson  

 Fire Control Officer – Ryan Burro 

 

Peter Clarke  
Chief Executive Officer 
Shire of Yilgarn 

For Rent 

CLASSIFIEDS 

Employment Wanted 

Clean HR Licence 

National Police Certificate 

Current Drivers Medical 

15 years overnight experience, Merredin to 
Kalgoorlie (multi drop) 

References Available 

Very Reliable 

None Smoker 

Call Anthony 0428 331 487 

Boilermaker/Welder  

Boilermaker/welder required for immediate start in 
Bruce Rock. 

Send resume and covering letter to  

transtruct@westnet.com.au 

 

 

 

Disability Access and Inclusion Plan (DAIP) 

Do you have a disability? Care for or know 

someone with a disability? 

The Shire of Merredin is reviewing its 2015-2020 

Disability Access and Inclusion Plan (DAIP) and 

wants to hear from individuals and 

organisations who would like to have input into 

the review of current initiatives and the 

development of a new plan. 

The Shire would also like to hear from other 

groups on how to be accessible and inclusive to 

those from culturally and linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, seniors and others. 

Comments close 6th December 2019 and can be 

completed online at www.surveymonkey.com/r/

shireofmerredin 

Written surveys are also available at: 

 Shire of Merredin Administration building 

 Merredin Visitor Centre 

 Merredin Community Resource Centre 

 Merredin Library 

A focus group will be held at the Merredin 

library from 10.00am to 12.00pm on Thursday 

12th December 2019. Please register your 

interest by calling 9041 1611. 

Mail out copies of the survey available – phone 

9041 1611. 

The existing DAIP is available on our website 

www.merredin.wa.gov.au 

A new DRAFT plan will be available from the end 

of March 2020, please check the Shire of 

Merredin website for updates. 

Kellie Bartley 
Acting Chief Executive Officer 

House For Rent Merredin.  3 bedroom 1 
bathroom.  Part furnished quiet area close to shops, rev/
cycle air cond.  sola.   sat dish on roof, w/machine, d/
washer, fridge, lounge suite, dining suite, double bed 
room furnished, application forms available,  references 
required.  $210.00 per week please call 0427702102. 

HOBSON, DENIS—Gwen, Bevan, Yvonne, 
Janine and families thank everyone for their 
messages of support, flowers, and their attendance 
at Denis’s funeral.  Thanks to Dr Femi and 
wonderful staff at Merredin Hospital for their care 
of Denis.  

mailto:merredinfreightline@bigpond.com
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/shireofmerredin
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/shireofmerredin
http://www.merredin.wa.gov.au
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CLASSIFIEDS Astronomy 

Notification of Business Closure 

Donovan Ford / Merredin 
Nissan 

20th December 2019 
The service business and car dealership trading 
as Donovan Ford and Merredin Nissan will be 
ceasing business on the 20th December 2019. 

After 20 years of business I have decided to 
finish working and operating Donovan Ford and 
Merredin Nissan. 

I would like to thank everyone for their business 
and support over the years and look forward to 
tinkering with my car restoration work and 
spending time with my family and 
grandchildren. 

Arrangements for Warranty work and general 
service work are in the process of being put in 
place with local operators in Merredin where 
possible. 

Business Owner and Dealer Principal 

 

Rick Hatch 

Public Notices 

By PETER BARRETT 

A bright moonlit fortnight is always followed by a 
nice dark fortnight and this one should be ideal for 
viewing the night sky. The weekend of the 23rd 
and 24th should have excellent viewing conditions.  

The sun passes from Libra to the head of Scorpius 
but only traverses a small corner of it before 
entering Ophiuchus the snake charmer. Mercury 
crossed in front of the sun last week, a rare transit. 
It all happened while we slept. Only the Americas 
were able to witness it. Now the little planet 
quickly begins to show itself in the morning, rising 
an hour before the sun by the end of the fortnight. 
This is also the best time to view Mars, which is 
now well established near Spica (Virgo) in the 
eastern sky before sunrise. Evening skies feature 
Venus passing Jupiter tomorrow night on her way 
to a similar alignment with Saturn. This will be 
quite a spectacular conjunction of the two brightest 
objects in the sky besides the moon and sun. Start 
watching for them in the West as twilight 
approaches. By the end of the fortnight Venus 
doesn't set until after nine.  

The moon will pass in front of Jupiter on Thursday 
eclipsing it. The same will happen to Saturn on the 
following day. This is called occultation. The word 
"occult" means "hiding". The two gas giants 

What's Up 22nd November -5th December 
continue to wallow in Sagittarius as the sun edges 
closer.  

After 9pm the galaxy begins to tip over from it's 
alignment with us revealing the stars which lie 
further out towards the edge of the spiral arms. 
Some of the brightest and closest stars are so 
positioned and we start to see Sirius the brightest 
star rising. Orion and Taurus also lie opposite the 
centre of the Galaxy and they are rich with clusters 
and nebulae. Taurus to the North contains the 
Pleiades or "seven sisters". Nearby is the V-shaped  
Hyades with bright red Aldebaran at one of the 
points. Orion contains the brilliant blue Rigel, 
bright red Betelgeuse and the "three sisters" in the 
centre of them.  These three stars form a handy 
signpost which points to Aldebaran in the north 
and Sirius the Dog Star in the south. Also within 
the rectangle formed by Orion is the Great Nebula, 
which can easily be seen without binoculars. Red 
mega-supergiant Aldebaran "the follower" is so 
named because it follows the beautiful Pleiades 
around the sky.  

Until next fortnight I will be following them too, 
amongst all those other things. Hope you enjoy it 
as much as I. 

Cervical Screening 
All women aged 25 to 74 years who 
have ever been sexually active should 
have a Cervical Screening Test every 5 
years.  This includes well women, 
pregnant women, women who have 
sex with women, women who no 
longer have periods, women who are 
no longer sexually active, women who 
have been vaccinated against human 
papillomavirus (HPV), women who 
have only had one sexual partner, 
women with an intellectual or physical 
disability and transgender men who 
still have an intact cervix. 

A Cervical Screening Test is for 
women who are well without any 
unusual signs or symptoms. If you 
have any symptoms, such as abnormal 
bleeding or discharge, see your 
healthcare provider as soon as 
possible. 

You can have a Cervical Screening 
Test at your GPs surgery, Aboriginal 
Medical Service, Women’s Health 
Centre or Community Health Clinic. 

Your Cervical Screening Test can be 
taken by a GP, nurse, midwife, 
Aboriginal Health Worker or 
gynaecologist. 

It is important you feel comfortable 
with the healthcare provider taking 
your Cervical Screening Test and you 
can request a different person if you 
want. Some women feel more 
comfortable with a female and request 
a female for their appointment, even if 
their usual healthcare provider is a 
male. 

When you have chosen a healthcare 
provider you feel comfortable with, 
call to make an appointment. Make 
sure you tell the receptionist the 
appointment is for a Cervical 
Screening Test as you may need to 
book a longer appointment. 

If you are unsure of when you are due 
to screen, please speak with your 
healthcare provider or contact the 
National Cancer Screening Register on 
1800 627 701. 

http://healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Human-papillomavirus-HPV
http://healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Human-papillomavirus-HPV
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7th November 2019 

Men 

Thunder (31) d. Bull (16) 

Demons (42) d. Titans (37) 

Women 

Sonics (23) d. Mystics Pink (14) 

Mystics Blue (54) d. Vets (19) 

Burra (37) d. Fury (30) 

Sharks (45) d. Titans (5) 

Under 12s 

Red (16) d. White (12) 

Light Blue (13) d. Black (6) 

Green (16) d. Maroon (7) 

Blue (20) d. Yellow (8) 

Boys under 16s 

White (45) d. Blue (17) 

Best 

Lawrence Winmar, Campbell 
Woodfield, Kris Hayden. 

Red (50) d. Green (29) 

Best 

Kyle Wilcox, Jack Paglia, Mitch 
Geier. 

Maroon (42) d. Black (34) 

Best 

Codan Daddow, Zane McQuistan, 
Jay Fuller. 

Girls Under 16s 

Green (35) d. Yellow (19) 

Merredin Basketball 
Best 

Chennaye Mongoo, Alyssa Taylor, 
Georgina Squire. 

White (21) d. Blue (16) 

Best 

Lexi Mongoo, Emma Irving, Jesse 
Fitzgerald. 

14th November 2019 

Men 

Titans (34) d. Bulls (25) 

Bucks (32) d. Thunder (30) 

Women 

Vets (27) d. Burra (25) 

Mystics Blue (49) d. Mystics Pink 
(20) 

Sonics (22) d. Titans (7) 

Sharks (44) d. Fury (25) 

Under 12s 

Blue (24) d. White (10) 

Light Blue (18) d. Yellow (12) 

Red (25) d. Maroon (19) 

Green (20) d. Black (17) 

Boys under 16s 

White (34) d. Black (22) 

Best 

Lawrence Winmar, 

Callum Creek, Kris Hayden. 

Maroon (39) d. Green (37) 

Best 

Basketball 

As at 14 Nov Played Win Loss Points % 

Demons 4 4 - 8 135% 

Bucks 4 3 1 6 118% 

Titans 4 2 2 4 93% 

Thunder 4 1 3 2 94% 

Bulls 4 - 4 - 67% 

2019/2020 Season Men’s Ladder 

As at 14 Nov Played Win Loss Points % 

Sharks 4 4 - 8 298% 

Mystics Blue 4 4 - 8 227% 

Burra 4 2 2 4 112% 

Sonics 4 2 2 4 96% 

Vets 4 2 2 4 78% 

Fury 4 1 3 2 63% 

Titans 4 1 3 2 22% 

Mystics Pink 4 - 4 - 48% 

2019/2020 Season Women’s Ladder 

Jay Fuller, Jack White, Harrison 
Sharp. 

Red (38) d. Blue (18) 

Best 

Mitch Geier, Judd Major, Lucas 
Griffiths. 

Girls under 16s 

Green (38) d. White (32) 

Best 

Georgina Squire, Bailey-rose Grant, 
Shanae Mongoo. 

Yellow (32) d. Blue (26) 

Best 

Jess Lloyd, Phoebe Hayden, Alyssa 
Taylor. 
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By ALYCE LAST 

Merredin Railways Tennis Club held 
their annual Patrons Day on the 10th 
of November.  Players showed up for 
a slight twist on social tennis. There 
was a mixture of doubles 
tournaments organised by the 
Railways Captains, with the number 
of games won going towards their 
overall score.  

The Men’s winner was Brian 
Waterhouse, followed by Kim Lane. 

Patrons Day at Railway  
Tennis Club 

The Women's winner was Panashe 
Mudimu, with a tie for second place 
between Janelle Lane and Alyce 
Last.  

Railways Tennis Club would like to 
thank our Patrons, Les and Ruth 
Johnson. This was a special day of 
tennis for our members, as it was the 
last year that Les and Ruth were our 
Patrons. We thank them both for 
their generous support for many 
years and wish them all of the best.  

Tennis 

SURVIVE THE DRIVE 
Statistically, Christmas and New Year are the busiest and most 
dangerous times of the year on Australian roads.  

Speeding, fatigue, alcohol and drugs, unfamiliar roads, traffic congestion 
and distractions caused by mobile devices are all big risk factors, so it's 
vital to plan ahead and play it safe. While obviously we hope you'll never 
need it, now's also the time to make sure your current car insurance 
provides adequate cover, such as the costs of a replacement hire car 
and towing should you need to make a claim. While you're at it, be sure 
to check that your car is in good working condition – especially critical 
safety features like tyres, brakes, windscreen wipers and lights (front 
and rear). True, it might cost a little extra at the mechanic workshop 
before you leave. But it could save you everything in the event of an 
accident. 

Lawn Bowls 

Civic Bowling Club 
By MARGARET JOHNSTON 

The Mens Pennants have continued 
in very hot conditions recently, with 
the Club hosting Bruce Rock on 
Saturday November 9th.  There was 
mixed results with Civic Blue 
defeating Bruce Rock Purple and 
Civic Gold losing to Bruce Rock 
Gold. 

In extreme conditions on Saturday 
16th November, Civic teams played 
at the Merredin Club.  Civic Blue 
defeated Merredin Blue and Civic 
Gold defeated Merredin Red. 

On Saturday November 23rd Civic 
will host the Corrigin Teams. 

The Ladies had a general bye in 
Pennants on Wednesday. 

Thursday morning Bowls is proving 
popular and it is pleasing to see 
bowlers from Westonia enjoying the 
bowls.  On Thursday November 7th, 
the winners were George Cooper and 
Christine Robartson and on 
Thursday November 12th, the 
winners were Kay Bush and Joan 
Smith. 

Bowlers and Non Bowlers are 
cordially invited  - names in by 9.00 
am. 

On Friday November 15th, the first 
night of evening bowls was held.  
The weather proved to be ideal after 
a very hot day and the eventual 
winners were Norma Henderson and 
Syd Crees. 

The Club wish Kay Bush and Norma 
Henderson  good bowling when they 
compete in the Inter League Round 
Robin at Corrigin  this weekend. 

Coming Events 

Men 

Sunday November 24th  Bruce Rock 
Open Fours 

Saturday November 30th  
Championship Singles 

Saturday December 7th Pennant 
Derby 

Ladies 

Wednesday November 27th  
Pennants Westonia v Civic 

Thursday November 28th Morning 
Bowls 

Saturday November 30th Champ of 
Champs Fours  Narembeen 

Norma Henderson and Syd Crees 

Alyce Last, Janelle Lane, Brian Waterhouse, Panashe Mudimu and Kim Lane 
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By CARYN ADAMSON 

Last Sunday 10th November, the 
Burracoppin Tennis Club held their 
Open day which attracted almost 30 
pairs of tennis players from around 
the district and further afield. This 
was a fantastic result and a full day 
of tennis was enjoyed by everyone, 

Tennis 

Burracoppin Tennis  Open Day 
making the most of the fantastic 
weather conditions.  

Congratulations to the A Grade 
winners – Renee Reinhard and Terry 
Willis who showed a great amount 
of talent with the runners-up being 
Meg and Cam Gethin.  

Congratulations also to the B grade 
winners being Lara Kent and Darryl 
Kudas who beat Kate 
Downsborough and Matt Baltovich 
in a thrilling tie-breaker.  

We had a very strong C grade and 
the winners were Erin Pope and Josh 
Lindley with the runners-up being 
Kylee and Duane Crabb.  

Our day finished with pizzas 
supplied by Fire and Splice which 
tasted fantastic. A big thank you 
must go to all of the sponsors for the 
day. Well done to all involved.  

A Grade winners, Terry Willis and Renee Reinhard 

Terry Willis and Jason Wahlsten  

C Grade winners, Josh Lindley and Erin Pope  B Grade winner, Lara Kent Scorer Norelle Jefferys  Bridgette Currie  


