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COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at 19th October 2021  

Tested 1,826,820 

Confirmed Cases 1,112  

Recovered 1,099  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 4  

 

COVID-19 in Australia  

Vaccinations 18,293,506 (71.2%)  

Fully Vaccinated 14,360,419 

(55.9%) 

WAñCases 1,112ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 1588 ñDeaths 11  

NSWñCases 71,658ñDeaths 529  

NTñCases 225ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 2,071ñDeaths 7  

SAñCases 915ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 237ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 67,457ñDeaths 970  
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Shire of Bruce Rock of Bruce Rock 

has won the prestigious Department 

of Local Government, Sport and 

Cultural Industries Making a 

Difference Award at the 2021 

Western Australian Community 

Achievement Awards. With 

hundreds of nominations, Shire of 

Bruce Rock won the Award from a 

strong field of community 

contributors.  

The winners were announced at an 

Awards Gala Presentation Dinner at 

the Hyatt Regency Perth on Friday 

evening 15th October. The Awards 

were hosted by Noel Brunning, 

Presenter, GWN7 News.  

Over 300 guests gathered from 

across the State to celebrate regional 

Western Australiaôs high achievers.  

ñShire of Bruce Rock has acted 

swiftly to address essential 

community needs. On 25 March 

2020, at the height of the Covid-19 

pandemic, a fire destroyed Bruce 

Rockôs only supermarket and 

hardware store. With elderly 

residents and community members 

self-isolating and in need of supplies, 

the Shire acted quickly to establish a 

temporary supermarket in the Shire 

Hall. They worked with volunteers 

and community organisations to 

install security and 

telecommunications and source 

Shire of Bruce Rock wins  
major Award 

infrastructure, including shelving and 

fridges and an operating system for 

the checkout. They employed 

employees of the former supermarket 

to operate the store. The temporary 

supermarket continues to operate to 

this day.ò  

(Continued on page 3) 
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Have your Say  

Heather Giles ï Thumbs up 
to the CWA ladies for 
hosting Kings Park 
Fashions for our summer 
wardrobe shopping here in 
Merredin. 

Kat White ï Thumbs up to 
the new menu at the Rec 
Centre.  Yummy and 
catered for my dietary 
needs. 

Chloe Elizabeth Flockart ï Around the mallee fowl trail ï itôs beautiful 

every time of year, and thereôs always wildlife. 

Kevin Tengvall ï Merredin Peak has always had a special place in my 

heart for sure. 

Sacha Akesson-Werth ï Roy Little Park is a fantastic park. 

Kirsty Rochford ï I love the space inside Mulkaôs Cave, and the echos 

when you sing or drum in there. 

Jacqui Byrne ï Roy Little Park, wildlife about early in the morning and 

usually a lovely tranquil place to be.  

Penny Ann Lee ï Roy Little Park is a lovely park to visit.  

Debbie Morrisð Outback Western Australia, where there is red dirt 

and gold. 

 

Where is your favourite parkland or open space?  Why is this 
piece of public open space your favourite? 

Sandy Hooper ï Thumbs 
up to the Phoenix.  Great 
little paper. 

Penny Ann Lee ï Thumbs 
up to our caring 
community. 
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The eight category winners 

are:  

Djarindjin Aboriginal 

Corporation of Djarindjin ï 

Rinehart Development of Northern 

Regional WA Award  

Aboriginal Driver Training 

Program of Life Without Barriers 

of WA ï Insurance Commission of 

Western Australia Regional Safety 

Award  

Shire of Bruce Rock of Bruce 

Rock ï Department of Local 

Government, Sport and Cultural 

Industries Making a Difference 

Award  

Sue Sheridan of Tambellup ï 

Curtin University, School of 

Education Teaching Excellence 

Award  

Yurra of Gap Ridge ï Department 

of Primary Industries and Regional 

Development Economic 

Development Award  

Happy Days Coffee Pot of 

(Continued from page 1) Northam ï Ricoh Australia 

Customer Service Award  

Vasse Valley Hemp Farm of Vasse 

ï Prime Super Business Innovation 

Achievement Award  

Country Womenôs Association - 

Ord Valley Branch of Kununurra 

ï Woolworths Community Group of 

the Year Award  

Winners each received $500 cash, a 

$500 Woolworths Gift Card, $500 in 

Qoin, the new Crypto trade digital 

currency and a $500 Bartercard 

Tourism Gift Certificate.  

Wheatbelt & Beyond Youth 

Mentoring Inc of Bruce Rock was 

announced as the 2021 Peopleôs 

Choice Award Winner and received 

a voucher for an overnight stay in 

Hyatt King Room with breakfast for 

two at the beautiful Hyatt Regency 

Perth!  

The Awards night was the 

culmination of a tremendously 

successful year with hundreds of 

nominations received from across 

regional Western Australia. 

Bruce Rock wins major Award 

 

Thank You 
The Lynch families would like to 
thank Brad Atkinson | Gilmac Hay 
Darren Mottershead | Liberty Fuels 
Truck owner and drivers and the 
Merredin Community for their 

support 

Collgar Wind Farm tops GRESB Renewable Power ranking 
globally in 2021 

Collgar Wind Farm (Collgar), 
Western Australiaôs most awarded 
windfarm, is pleased to announce it 
has been recognised by GRESB as 
number one in the category of 
Renewable Power - Wind Power 
Generation, and number three in all 
sectors globally for its sustainability 
leadership. Collgar is proud to have 
outperformed all other participating 
renewable assets not only in 
Australia, but globally. 

GRESB is a mission-driven and 
industry-led organisation providing 
standardised and validated ESG 
data to financial markets. 
Established in 2009, GRESB has 
become the leading ESG benchmark 
for real estate and infrastructure 
investments across the world, used 
by 140 institutional and financial 
investors to inform decision-
making. 

ñAcross the globe, organizations 
are demonstrating a deep 
commitment to ESG integration 
while making important strides 
towards a more sustainable future 
for us all,ò said Sebastien 
Roussotte, C GRESB.  ñSector 
Leaders are the organisations 
setting the pace and driving 
progress toward a net zero future. 
We are proud to recognise your 

determination, achievement, and 
leadership in creating a more 
sustainable world.ò 

Collgar Wind Farm | Ranked 1 of 
70ðWind power generation. 

Collgar Wind Farm | Ranked 3 of 
549 - All global Infrastructure 
assets. 

Global Sector Leaderð
Renewable powerðRenewable 
Power Wind Power Generation. 

 Collgar Wind Farm Star 
RatingðAgain awarded 5-star 
Infrastructure rating for ESG. 

Mr Thomas Scott-Morey, Collgar 
CEO commented: ñFor GRESB to 
recognise that Collgar is a global 
leader in the field of Renewable 
Power in 2021 is a significant 
achievement, one that demonstrates 
the huge amount of work undertaken 
throughout the year by the whole 
team with the support of the Collgar 
Board and owners, Rest.  It is even 
more meaningful given it is reported 
that global participation in GRESB 
expanded in 2021 by 26% to now 
include 1678 real estate and 558 
infrastructure entities.ò 

ñCollgar is passionate about 
renewable energy, and this yearôs 

result demonstrates Collgarôs 
continued effort to deliver 
sustainable, long-term value for all 
our stakeholders.  As we continue to 
grow the business, our ESG values 
reinforce all aspects of our ongoing 
approach to renewable energy.ò he 
added. 

Collgar Wind Farm consists of 111 
wind turbines with a gross capacity 
of 222MW, is located 25km south-
east of Merredin in Western 
Australia.  The wind farm generates 
and delivers clean, renewable 
electricity into the SWIS each year, 
thereby making a major contribution 
to Western Australiaôs greenhouse 
gas reductions. 

These reductions are equivalent to 
taking 150,000 cars off our roads 
each year, or planting up to nine 
million trees. Collgar Wind Farm 
produces enough electricity to power 
between 125,000 and 150,000 
Western Australian homes with 
renewable energy. 

Rest is one of the largest profit-to-
member industry superannuation 
funds in Australia, with over1.8 
million members and around $66 
billion in funds under management 
(as at 30 June 2021). 

Rest was established in 1988 and is 
open to all Australians. For more 
information visit www.rest.com.au 
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Court Report  
24th September 2021 

Mandurah Courthouse 

Reece Meekins appeared on 4 
charges of failed to comply with 
reporting obligations.  He was 
remanded to appear in Mandurah on 
the 22nd October 2021. 

28th September 2021 

Northam Courthouse 

Kenneth Farnhill appeared on a 
charge of breach of protective bail 
conditions.  He was remanded to 
appear in Northam on the 13th 
December 2021. 

4th October 2021 

Northam Courthouse 

Catrina Smith plead guilty to charges 
of without lawful excuse trespassed 
on a place, aggravated burglary and 
commit, and burglary with intent. 
She was remanded to appear in 
Northam on the 20th December 
2021. 

5th October 2021 

Merredin Courthouse 

Daniel Brown was convicted of 
employed or permitted an unlicensed 
or unauthorised person to drive a 
motor vehicle.  He received a $300 
suspended fine, suspended for 3 
months. 

Peter Brown appeared on three 
charges of gains benefit by fraud and 
one charge of stealing as a servant. 
He was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 2nd November 
2021. 

Beau Desmond was convicted of 
unlawful assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation.  He received an 8 month 
community based order. 

Tony Dunkin plead guilty to driving 
a motor vehicle under the influence 
of alcohol, no authority to drive ï 
cancelled, and used an unlicensed 
vehicle on a road.  He had his licence 
suspended for 27 months.  He 
received a 6 month suspended 
imprisonment order, suspended for 6 
months.  He was fined a total of 
$2500, ordered to pay costs of 
$259.30 and ordered to pay a half 
annual licence fee of $86.05. 

Cameron Flint was convicted of 
criminal damage or destruction of 
property and behaving in a disorderly 
manner in a public place or in sight 
or hearing of any person in a public 
place.  He received a 6 month 
community based order and was 
remanded to appear in Merredin on 
the 21st December 2021. 

Reuben Guess appeared on charges 
of disorderly behaviour in public and 
criminal damage or destruction of 
property.  He was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 2nd 

November 2021. 

Allan Hayden appeared on a charge 
of unlawful assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation, plead guilty to 22 
charges of breaching a family 
violence restraining order, and was 
convicted on a charge of breach of 
protective bail conditions.  He was 
remanded to appear in Merredin on 
the 19th October 2021. 

Carl Hayden was convicted of 
disorderly behaviour in public.  He 
received a fine of $800 and was 
ordered to pay costs of $259.30. 

Reginald Hayden appeared on a 
charge of no authority to drive ï 
cancelled.  The matter was adjourned 
to appear in Merredin on the 19th 
October 2021. 

Thomas Hayden was convicted of 
disorderly behaviour in public.  He 
was fined $800 and ordered to pay 
costs of $259.30. 

Richard Miller appeared on charges 
of unlicensed person possessing a 
firearm/ammunition, inadequate 
storage facility for firearms, 
possessed drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant, and possessed a prohibited 
drug.  The matter was adjourned to 
appear in Merredin on the 2nd 
November 2021. 

Dale Payne was convicted of 
exceeding speed limit between 10 
and 19km/h.  He was fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $259.30. 

Samuel Sellwood plead not guilty 
impeding another personôs normal 
breathing or blood circulation by 
applying pressure to neck.  He was 
remanded to appear in Merredin on 
the 7th December 2021. 

Kevin Speed appeared on charges of 
unlawful assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation, and damaging property. 
The charges were dismissed.  He was 
convicted of unlawfully assaulted 
with circumstances of aggravation. 
He was fined $1000 and ordered to 
pay costs of $130.50. 

Tremaine Ward appeared on a 
charge of assault occasioning bodily 
harm.  He was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 19th October 2021. 

5th October 2021 

Perth Central Law Courts 

Kenneth Bullock plead not guilty to 
charges of possession of stolen or 
unlawfully obtained property, 
possessed drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant, possession of prohibited 
drugs with intent to sell or supply 
(cannabis), and obstructing public 
officers.  The matter was adjourned 
to appear in Perth on the 24th 
February 2022. 

William Riley plead not guilty to 
charges of assault public officer, 
unlawfully assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation.  He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 26th October 
2021. 

Kyle Brown appeared on charges of 
reckless driving and no authority to 
drive (disqualified from holding or 
obtaining.  He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 19th October. 

7th October 2021 

Bunbury Courthouse 

Jimayne Williams plead not guilty to 
a charge of unlawfully assault and 
thereby did bodily harm with 
circumstances of aggravation.  He 
was remanded to appear in Bunbury 
on the 18th November 2021. 

Perth Central Law Courts 

Aaron Mathews plead not guilty on a 
charge of unlawful wounding with a 
circumstance of aggravation and two 
charges of breach of protective bail 
conditions.  He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 9th March 
2022. 

8th October 2021 

Perth Central Law Courts 

Matthew Jetta appeared on charges 
of stealing, without lawful excuse 
trespassed on a place, possession of 
stolen or unlawfully obtained 
property, breach of bail (fail to 
appear soon after), and possess a 
prohibited drug (cannabis).  He plead 
guilty to charges of criminal damage 
or destruction of property, 

possession of stolen or unlawfully 
obtained property, disorderly 
behaviour in public, fail to obey 
order given by an officer, two counts 
of stealing, and three counts of gains 
benefit by fraud.  He was remanded 
to appear in Perth on the 5th 
November 2021. 

13th October 2021 

Perth Central Law Courts 

Michael Hallet appeared on 21 
charges of being a person who was 
cruel to an animal.  He was 
remanded to appear in Perth on the 
17th November 2021. 

Nigel Hallet appeared on 13 charges 
of being a person who was cruel to 
an animal. He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 17th 
November 2021. 

Hallett Farm Group Pty Ltd appeared 
on nine charges of being a person 
who was cruel to an animal.  They 
were remanded to appear in Perth on 
the 17th November 2021. 

Hillview Farm Pty Ltd appeared on 4 
charges of being a person who was 
cruel to an animal.  They were 
remanded to appear in Perth on the 
17th November 2021. 

Pinehill Farm Pty Ltd appeared on 5 
charges of being a person who was 
cruel to an animal.  They were 
remanded to appear in Perth on the 
17th November 2021. 

Sunpride Sheep Pty Ltd appeared on 
14 charges of being a person who 
was cruel to an animal.  They were 
remanded to appear in Perth on the 
17th November 2021. 

By AMANDA CASH 

On Tuesday 19th October the 
Merredin CRC hosted a Get Online 
Week event where participants 
explored and travelled the world 
using QR Codes.  

The rain kept a few participants 
away, but those who braved the 
elements enjoyed a delicious 
morning tea while navigating their 
way around the world.  

Val and Eric Trounson were joined 
by Year 5 Merredin College students, 
Milla Walker, Josh Van der Merwe 

Get Online Week 
and Jordan Billing with their Deputy 
Principal Lynne Herbert.  

As everyone delved into the activity, 
friendly competition soon took over 
to see who could travel the world 
fastest.  

I have to say it was a pretty even 
competition and more than one 
world trip may have been planned.  

Thank you to our sponsors ï Be 
Connected and Good Things 
Foundation Australia for supporting 
Merredin CRC in hosting this Get 
Online Week event. 
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My Thoughts  

Roy  

Butler 

Letter to the Editor  

Parks and 
other public 
opens spaces 
Merredin is fortunate to have many 
parklands and other areas of public 
open space.  From Shire information, 
and some additions, I have compiled 
a - probably incomplete - list of these 
places.  How many of the places 
listed do you know?  

Apex Park; Roy Little Park, Great 
Eastern Highway Gardens; Lenihan 
Park; Upper French Avenue Park; 
Mary Street Park; Barrack Street 
Park; Railway Dam; Merrittville 
Gardens; Memorial Park Gardens; 
Fifth Street Gardens; Lower French 
Avenue Gardens; Administration 
Centre Gardens; Bates Street 
(Adjacent to Dog Park); Bates Street 
Carpark Gardens; Dog Park; 
Gamenya Avenue Gardens; LF Kelly 
Park; Library Gardens; Merredin 
Peak; Merredin Plantation, New 
Cemetery Gardens; Old 
Administration Building Gardens; 
Pioneer Cemetery Gardens; Pioneer 
Park Gardens; Railway Museum 
Gardens; Railway Oval; Swimming 
Pool Gardens; South Avenue 
Gardens; Tamma Parkland; and Zig 
Zag Garden. 

They are variously owned by the 
Shire, the Public Transport 
Authority, or by some other 
government or private authority.  

You may not know but our Sub 
Centre has been ñLegally 
Stolenò (my term) by St Johnôs 
Ambulance Western Australia.  As 
far as I am aware, St. Johns 
Ambulance has been eerily silent 
over this event as have the local St 
Johns committee now abandoned. 
No announcement, No media 
coverage that I am aware of.  Why? 

Earlier this year the local committee 
decided that because things were 
tough ñwithin the committeeò to 
hand over control and running of our 
local Sub Centre to Perth.  It was not 
because we did not have enough 
volunteers to service the town needs, 
we actually had the most volunteers 
the centre has had for many years 
and a wonderful Chairperson.  No it 
was because the committee was 
dysfunctional, gave no support for its 
Chairperson and absolutely NO 
support from St Johns Perth.  The 
Chairperson resigned in frustration, 
and the committee (of which I was 
one, very sadly not present at that 
decisive meeting) decided it was all 
too hard and gave it away.  There 
was no Community consultation or 
indeed a public meeting.  It was just 
done. 

St. Johns Ambulance Perth now 
owns and runs the Merredin Sub-
Centre, with a 2-day a week office 
person and three (12-hour shift) 
paramedics.  Most of the local 
volunteers have been made 
redundant or left.  The unpaid 
volunteers that are still there, are to 
do the night shift call outs, you know 
the 10, 11, 12pm, 1, 2, 3, 4am call 
outs and if they do a 12-hour shift St 
Johnôs will give the volunteer $50 if 

Legally Stolen 
they want it, while the young paid 
paramedics do the day shifts. 

The many hundreds of thousands of 
dollars that had been raised by our 
volunteers and donated by you the 
public that was in our bank account 
have now gone to the coffers in 
Perth.  The Ambulance Membership 
that many of you have now goes to 
the coffers in Perth.  Importantly as 
a side please keep up your Annual 
Ambulance Membership but think 
about paying it through another 
close by country town.  By doing 
that, you are not only covered but 
you are keeping the money in the 
Wheatbelt for the people of the 
Wheatbelt. 

So to summarise you still have an 
Ambulance Service in Merredin, itôs 
run by Perth, all money raised goes 
to Perth.  Locals for locals no longer 
run it. 

There are plenty of people to stage 
protests for inconvenience 
lockdowns, but where are the people 
for the real protests such as our local 
Ambulance service. Thatôs right it 
has been hidden, you donôt know 
about it. 

Note: St Johnôs Ambulance is a 
private company, which contracts to 
the State Government.  It is not 
funded by the Government.  It 
provides a service for which it is 
paid for every individual job.  St 
Johnôs pays paramedics in Perth and 
the five major cities and now 
Merredin.  Volunteers cover the 
remainder of the state under the 
umbrella of St Johns. 

Langley Smith 

I wish to thank you, the electors of 
Merredin, for your confidence in 
electing me for another term of 
office.  

I look forward to representing you 
with the new Council for the next 4 
years.  I will continue to support our 
interests for the Merredin 
community. 

I congratulate newly elected 
Councillors and look forward to 
working with you over the next 
period. 

Well done to all candidates who 
participated in the election, your 
interest adds strength to our 
community. 

Romolo Patroni 

Merredin 
Shire Council 
Elections 2021 

Some areas are small, unremarkable 
and oddly shaped leftovers from road 
or rail realignments or land 
subdivisions.  Others are clearly 
parkland, and graced with a sign (or 
two). 

Apex Park and Roy Little Park are 
well known and enjoyed, but others 
are mainly known to nearby 
residents and the children who play 
there.  There are some parks - even 
ones with signs - that are unfamiliar 
to most people.   

Merredin doesnôt have a Botanical 
Garden, but Roy Little Park and the 
much smaller Zig Zag garden have a 
variety of planted trees and shrubs. 
With the addition of plant labelling 
both areas could have greater 
educational potential.  We donôt have 
a designated arboretum either, as do 
Mukinbudin and Trayning, but we do 
have a large plantation with a variety 
of tree species, although they also 
lack labels. 

Do you know where these two 
plaques (see photos) are in Merredin, 
and do you know anything about the 
people commemorated? 

[C YŜƭƭȅ tŀǊƪ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ aŀǊƧƻǊƛŜ aŀǳƎƘŀƴ /²! tƭŀǉǳŜ 
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Tales from the Rails 

RAIL WA 150 ï 2021 Celebrating 150th Anniversary of Railways in Western Australia 

By JANE PATRONI, Chairperson 
Merredin Railway Museum 

Recently Deb Morris (Treasurer), 
volunteer Martin Morris and I had 
the opportunity to represent the 
Merredin Railway Museum at the 
annual RailFest Open Day at the 
location of Rail Heritage WA 
Bassendean.  We had been invited to 
participate in the event by Rail 
Heritage WA President, Philippa 
Rogers, who had attended our recent 
Gateway Merredin ï Troops, Trains 
and Treasures weekend.  Philippa 
had been our key note speaker at the 
Rail Museum on the topic of her 
book Troops, Trains and Trades 
detailing the importance of the 
railways in WA during World War 2.  

We set up a stall at RailFest to 
profile Merredin, give information 
about the Rail Museum including the 
works that have been completed 
within our Interpretive Design and 
Concept Plan and most importantly 
to promote Merredin and its Rail 
Museum as a ñwant to visitò country 
experience for city people.  We were 
pleasantly surprised to talk to many 
people whose families shared a 
history in the railway life of our 
town.  We learnt of fathers, 
grandfathers, uncles and cousins who 
had been rail employees within the 
various branches of the WAGR/
Westrail over many years.  We heard 
stories of mothers and children who 
had accompanied husbands stationed 
at the fettlersô camps along the 
Nullarbor with the Commonwealth 
Railways serviced by the iconic ñTea 
and Sugarò.  We were able to meet 
representatives of the new Metronet 
project advancing the railway from 
Bassendean to Ellenbrook and to the 
Perth Airport.  Definitely a marriage 
of the new and the old.  One of the 
highlights of the day was the 
steaming up of Greenmount ï a 
restored steam engine which ran to 
and fro along a 200m track.  Ah, the 
smell of coal, the scream of the 
whistle and the sight of a young fella 
on the shovelé  

One of those who visited our stall 
was Brian Williams ï past President 
of Rail Heritage WA, Merredin 
resident, former railway employee 
and above all avid rail enthusiast, 
who kindly shared his story. 

ñMy first contact with Merredin 
occurred in the early hours on 
Monday 18th September 1944 when I 
was born at the Merredin District 
Hospital.  My mother, Patricia 
Williams (nee de Largie), and my 
grandmother had walked from the 
family home at Duff Street. 

My maternal grandparents moved to 
Merredin in June 1939, with my 
grandfather employed as a Rural 

Inspector with the Agricultural Bank 
(later to become the R & I).   

After my birth I then moved to 
Clackline where my father was the 
Assistant Station Master at the 
Railway station.  The war was 
almost over but there was still a lot 
of military traffic between the 
Metropolitan area and the Northam 
Army Camp. 

Merredin has always been one, if not 
the only one, best towns I have been 
associated with.  I would enjoy 
spending holidays with my 
grandmother and young aunts and 
uncle (4 years older than I).  One 
event that I recall was a group of 
boys, including myself and my uncle, 
were playing in a homemade tunnel 
in a backyard and I was the last one 
into the tunnel, and naturally the last 
out, but I got trapped at the exit as 
the other boys had covered the 
opening with a sheet of galvanised 
iron and sat on it.  After much 
yelling and banging I was eventually 
let out.  

Apart from family visits to Merredin 
over the ensuing years my next 
contact with Merredin took place in 
mid-1967 when I transferred to 
Merredin, with the Railways, and 
spent most of my time working in the 
District Office acting as the 
Livestock Clerk; managing the 
movements of rail hauled livestock 
into and out of Merredin and 
Kalgoorlie. 

In 1968, when the railway yards 
within Merredin were closed and 
West Merredin Yard was 
commissioned and opened, I took up 
duties as Night Station Master at the 
former Merredin Station ï now the 
Railway Museum.  I spent twelve 
months in this job and thoroughly 
enjoyed working.  During this time, I 
got to know the Drivers and Guards 
from Merredin, Perth and Kalgoorlie 

who worked both the Westland and 
Kalgoorlie Express.  I recall Doug 
Hughes, Bill Watson, Charles 
Walmsley, Pat and Vince Satie, 
George Beaton, Jim Medlin, Gavin 
and Bob Duffy, Frank Playforth, Jim 
Baird and numerous other members 
of the staff.   

In the District Office was Charlie 
Youngman, Merv David, Stewart 
Thompson, Stuart Campbell, Len 
Williams and the Superintendent 
Don Warden.  It became a working 
experience in Merredin and 
something that I never forgot over 
the following years. 

A particular incident I recall was 
when a standard gauge iron ore 
train, from Koolyanobbing to 
Kwinana, became derailed west of 
Merredin in the vicinity of the 
Agricultural Farm.  I was one the 
first railway officers to attend this 
scene and at 3.30am on a Saturday 

morning, it was very eerie.  That 
particular piece of railway line 
became the most expensive and best 
ballasted piece of rail line in the 
State. 

Apart from travelling through 
Merredin on the Prospector and the 
Indian Pacific, I have not, in all 
honesty, returned to Merredin for a 
visit to establish old sites and the 
growth taking place in the town and 
district. This is something I will have 
to correct in 2021.ò 

Snippets from the Signal Box:   
Surplus goods, parcels, luggage are 
on hand for collection at the 
following stations: 1 x 9 tooth 
sprocket (Kulin); 1 x Valentinu tool 
kit (Robb Jetty); 2 x bags Mastermix 
Baby Chick Crumble (Meekatharra); 
1 x coil plastic coated wire ï green in 
colour (Newdegate). (Weekly Notice  

29; 3 August 1974). 
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