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COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at 20 April 2021  

Tested  991,554 

Confirmed Cases 978  

Recovered 942  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 27  

COVID-19 in Australia  

WAñCases 978ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 123 ñDeaths 3  

NSWñCases 5,389ñDeaths 54  

NTñCases 123ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 1,518ñDeaths 7  

SAñCases 688ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 234ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 20,498ñDeaths 820  
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Χέ "ÁÔÅÓ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ 

-ÅÒÒÅÄÉÎ 

By Roving Reporters PETER & 
JENNI BARRETT 

1. It was peaceful. We got there in 
time for a morning of ñFUSEò, a 
free Shire event to end the Easter 
holidays. The townôs kids all get 
together for one last time for some 
fun and games before heading 
back to school, which more often 
than not involves departing 
Tammin for the city.  Many 
familiar favourites were there, 
including pony rides and the 
ñLittle Louieò, a meticulously 
scaled replica of a Ford Louisville 
road train. This little yellow rig, 
originally built by the apprentices 
at Farmpower Quairading is now 
30 years old, and still attracting 
kids keen to ride in her two mini-
grain-trailers. We had a yarn with 
Shire President Mike Greenwood 
and he was pleased that they were 
permitted to have an event of any 
kind this year.  The overall 
impression for us was of a 
peaceful town enjoying itself on a 
sunny day. 

2. Yorkrakine Rock. We took the 
ñback wayò to Tammin, which 
goes by one of our favourite 
rocks.  I have fond memories of 
picnics there in the 1970ôs. Since 
then some interpretive signs have 
been added to the site and a toilet 

has been installed. ñYorkò is the 
Nyoongar word for woman and 
the rock is a sacred place for them.  
The vast smooth gently sloping 
expanse of three billion year old 
stone has a soothing tranquil 
effect.  The township of 
Yorkrakine lies nearby.  A sleepy 
little hamlet off the beaten track, it 
also evokes peace and tranquillity. 

3. Bougainvilleas. There seems to 
be some healthy competition 
amongst the gardeners of 
Tammin, and Bogies are the most 
conspicuous beneficiary. Glorious 
explosions of lurid purple red 
orange and white spill over fences 
and laneways.  Numerous yards in 
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the townsite were carefully 
manicured and mulched for 
natives and vegetables.  We 
judged Troy and Sheree Cookôs 
fine display at 1 Ridley Street to 
be the best we saw, and we 
understand this decision could be 
controversial. 

4. They do Astronomy. The West 
Australian Astronomical Society 
have judged Tammin to have 
some of the darkest skies in the 
Southwest and have set up a small 
observatory just north of town on 
a site provided by the Shire.  More 
than one person we spoke to 
mentioned that they usually have 

¢Ǌƻȅ /ƻƻƪ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƎƻǊƎŜƻǳǎ ōƻǳƎŀƛƴǾƛƭƭŜŀ 

Same day appointments 

9041 2900 
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Penny Ann LeeðThumbs up 
to the Shire of Merredin for our 
rad sweep. 

Jessica AveryðThumbs up 
for the piazza benches around 
town, they look great and are 
actually being used.  Thumbs 
up to the Shire of Merredin 
who were quick to get to the 
trees on the road after the 
cyclone.  

Trudy CarsonðThumbs up 
for the Piazza spread all over 
town, always see them being 
used, top job.  

Frank MiltonðThumbs up to 
the Merredin CRC.  Itôs so 
wonderful to get help with 
smiles all round.  Thanks 
Guys. 

Kirsty RochfordðThumbs up 
to awesome landlords who 
understand that life happens 
and for making life easier.  

Julie TownrowðWords are just not enough to thank our returned soldiers, who put their lives 
on the line to keep our Australian lifestyle safe...Lest we forget. 

Aaron CrookðAlthough I donôt choose to celebrate ANZAC day.  It is the only national day 
I have respect for. 

Jane PatroniðLest We Forget. 

Nicholas MalaspinaðItôs a time when I reflect on my brother and his service for our country.  
I am so proud of his sacrifice and feel for him and his mates that have served with him as they 
seem to so easily be forgotten. 

Skye-maree KingðANZAC Day is a day that I can reflect on the sacrifices that our soldiers 
and service personnel have made on our behalf to give us and protect this wonderful country 
we call home.  Lest we forget. 

Peter BarrettðThe only day of the year when I think about military stuff. 

Joan Hunter SmithðRESPECT for all those who served our country. 

Jamie HoustonðThat good men died so every Australian since could live in a democracy. 

Have your Say  
What does ANZAC day mean to you? 
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a telescope somewhere at the 
ready. 

5. This Fence. Welded together 
farm scrap and other assorted 
steel, festooned with colourful 
stones and painted brightly, this 
work of art on the northern side of 
town really caught our attention. 

6. Barra farming. Normally 
associated with tropical Northern 
Australia, Lates Calcifera is 
nonetheless an aquaculture 
success story for one group of 
Tammin farmers.  We met 
Glenys, and she mentioned the 
farm is now becoming a tourist 
attraction, with fish for sale 
whenever they have them 
available.  Just off the York-
Tammin Road in Rolston Road. 

7. Huntôs Well. This is probably 
the best preserved of the wells 

Roving Reportersð10 things about Tammin cont. 
sunk by surveyor Charles Cooke 
Hunt and his band of convicts 
before the days of rail.  It is quite 
close to the Barra farm, in Hinsley 
Road.  

8. A wildflower hotspot. When 
Charles Gardnerôs family 
emigrated to Yorkrakine from 
Lancashire in 1909 he was just 13 
years old but he quickly 
developed a deep love for the 
Australian bush, becoming 

Government Botanist and Curator 
of the State herbarium in 1929.  
The reserve 14km south of town 
named in his honour does justice 
to his unique individualistic style 
and is a magnet for wildflower 
enthusiasts.  Many species here 
are not found anywhere else. 

9. The winding rail. Whenever we 
travel Great Eastern Highway we 
canôt help noticing that the 
railway line crosses to the south 
side of the road when in the Shire 
of Tammin and then crosses back 
to the north side once near the 
border.  Can anyone explain 
why? 

10. Itôs close knit. We got chatting 
with a lady who has lived in 
Tammin all her life.  She said the 
majority of Tamminôs residents 
are similarly settled, and this 
familiarity breeds contempt at 

times.  She said although they are 
frequently cranky with each 
other, disputes never last and the 
familiarity breeds something 
much more cohesive profound 
and enduring.  

One Big Voice 

нлмф aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ {ƻƴƎŦŜǎǘ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀǘ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ tŜŀƪ 

By YVONNE GRAY 

After having to cancel in 2020, 
Merredin Choir, ñA Choired Tasteò 
are hosting their second óSongfestô 
on the 15th and 16th May. 
Approximately 180 singers will be 
participating in the weekend, 
attending a Workshop on Saturday 
morning, and then singing in the 
street from approximately 10.30am.  

On Saturday night, there will be a 
public concert at Cummins theatre 
from 6.30pm. With a 180 massed 
choir finale. Tickets are $15.50 or 
concession $12.50 available at 
www.trybooking.com/BIGVP.  

There is a óSongs of Praiseô service 
at Cummins Theatre at 10.00am on 
Sunday which is free and open to 
the public. Some of the choirs will 
be singing at the Markets on 
Sunday morning.  

A Choired Taste are excited to 
present this opportunity to 
showcase the Wheatbelt, with 
choirs attending from areas of 
Perth, Kalgoorlie and Beverly. This 
weekend promises to provide great 
entertainment and publicity for our 
town and community. 

нлмф aŜǊǊȅŘƛƴт /ƘƻƛǊ нлмф {ƻƴƎŦŜǎǘ tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ 

http://www.trybooking.com/BIGVP
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May 2021.  

Barry Smart appeared on counts of 
carries/possesses firearm when 
affected by alcohol and/or drugs, 
discharged a firearm to cause fear 
and inadequate storage facility for 
firearms the matters were adjourned 
to appear in Northam on the 27th 
April 2021.  

Ronald Snell was convicted of 
having no authority to drive 
(expired) and using an unlicensed 
vehicle on a road he was fined $500 
ordered to pay costs of $248.70 and a 
half annual licence fee of $155.55. 

Damien Sonneman was convicted of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant, driving with prescribed 
illicit drug in oral fluid or blood and 
using an unlicensed vehicle on a road 
and was fined $800 ordered to pay 
costs of $248.70 an analyst fee of 
$185 and a half annual licence fee 
227.87.  

Brittney Thomas was convicted of 
having no authority to drive ï 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension) and had her licence 
suspended for a further 9 months and 
was fined $1000 and ordered to pay 
costs of $248.70.  

Matthew Tobin appeared on counts 
of failed to leave licensed premises 
when required to do so by an 
authorized person, re-entered 
licensed premises within 24hrs and 
obstructing public officers the 
matters were adjourned to appear in 
Merredin on the 3rd August 2021.  

Andrew Tuffley appeared on two 
counts of common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation. A count of 
driving a motor vehicle under the 
influence of alcohol, assaulting a 
public officer, obstructing public 
officers and two counts of having no 
authority to drive ï suspended (other 
than fines suspension) and was 
remanded to appear in Merredin on 
the 9th June 2021.  

Court Report  
1st April 2021 

Northam Courthouse 

Jonathon Carter was convicted of 
possession of stolen or unlawfully 
obtained property.  He received a 12 
month community based order.  He 
also appeared on a charge of having 
no authority to drive ï suspended 
(other than fines suspension).  This 
charge was dismissed. 

Perth Courthouse 

Vernon Murphy appeared on a 
charge of murder.  He was remanded 
to appear in Perth on the 22nd July 
2021. 

6th April 2021 

Midland Courthouse 

Jayden Fanning appeared on charges 
of stealing, and without lawful 
excuse trespassed on a place.  The 
matters were adjourned to appear in 
Midland on the 30th April 2021. 

Northam Courthouse 

Tennessee Knapp appeared on a 
charge of having no authority to 
drive ï cancelled.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Northam on 
the 5th July 2021. 

7th April 2021 

Merredin Courthouse 

Tristan Barnes appeared on a count 
of unlawful wounding and was 
remanded to appear in Rockingham 
on the 27th April 2021.  

Beau Desmond appeared on a count 
of unlawfully assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation and was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 4th May 
2021. 

John Daddow appeared on a count of 
damaging property the matter was 
adjourned to appear in Northam on 
the 12th April 2021. He also appeared 
on a count of being without lawful 
excuse trespassed on a place and 
unlawfully assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation and was remanded to 
appear in Northam on the 12th April 
2021. 

9th April 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Ralph Palmer appeared on previous 
charges.  He was remanded to appear 
in Perth on the 6th May 2021. 

12th April 2021 

Northam Courthouse 

Daniel Preuss was convicted of 
driving (or attempting to drive) a 
motor vehicle on a public road with a 
blood alcohol content exceeding 
0.05g.  He was fined $500 and 
disqualified from driving for 8 
months.  He was also convicted of 
possessing a prohibited weapon.  He 
was fined $500.  He also appeared on 
2 counts of possession of stolen or 
unlawfully obtained property.  These  

matters were dismissed. 

20th April 2021 

Merredin Courthouse 

Joshua Box was convicted of 
exceeding 0.08g alcohol per 100ml 
of blood and had his licence 
suspended for 14 months and 
received a fine of $1200 and ordered 
to pay costs of $248.70.  

Jason Bushell was convicted of 
being without lawful excuse 
trespassed on a place and was fined 
$800 ordered to pay cost of $248.70 
and ordered to pay compensation of 
$100. He was also convicted of 
damaging property and was ordered 
to pay compensation of $100. He 
also appeared on a count of common 
assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation and 
was remanded to appear in Merredin 
on the 22nd June 2021.  

Diana Canal was convicted of 
driving with prescribed illicit drug in 
oral fluid or blood and was fined 
$500 ordered to pay cost of $248.70 
and pay an analyst fee of $185.  

Samuel Clarke appeared on a count 
of having no authority to drive 
(disqualified from holding or 
obtaining) the matter was adjourned 
to appear in Merredin on the 4th May 
2021.  

Danny Cole was convicted of using 
an unlicensed vehicle on a road and 
was fined $50 and ordered to pay 
costs of $248.70 and to pay a half 
annual licence fee of $575. 

Dylan Coleman appeared on a count 
of criminal damage or destruction of 
property, the matter was dismissed. 
He also appeared on a count of 
unlawful assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation and criminal damage or 
destruction of property and received 
an intensive supervision order.  

Debra Cook appeared on a count of 
assault occasioning bodily harm and 
was remanded to appear in Merredin 
on the 3rd November 2021. 

John Daddow appeared on a count of 
damaging property the matter was 
adjourned to appear in Merredin on 
the 8th October 2021. He also 
appeared on a count of being without 
lawful excuse trespassed on a place 
and unlawful assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation and was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 20th 
October 2021. 

Tracey Damjanovic was listed to 
appear on a count of assaulting a 
public officer she failed to appear 
and a warrant was issued for her 
arrest.  

Muhammad Ismail appeared on a 
count of reckless driving speed of 
155km/h or more, the matter was 
adjourned to appear in Merredin on 
the 18th May 2021. 

Anna Jakopovic appeared on two 

counts of assaulting a public officer 
and was remanded to appear in 
Merredin in the 18th May 2021. 

Sheaylee Jeanes appeared on a count 
of common assault and common 
assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation and 
was remanded to appear in Merredin 
18th May 2021.  

Dayon Jude was convicted of 
reckless driving at a speed of  
155km/h or more and had their 
licence suspended for 6 months and 
received a fine of $1500 and ordered 
to pay costs of $248.70.  

Nicholas Mongoo appeared on a 
count of burglary and commit and 
stealing a motor vehicle (as defined 
in section 371A criminal code) and 
was remanded to appear in Merredin 
on the 18th May 2021. 

Jesse Munday was convicted of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(Cannabis) and was fined $300 and 
ordered to pay costs of $248.70. He 
also appeared on a count of failure to 
comply with requirements to provide 
a sample of oral fluid for drug testing 
the matter was adjourned to appear 
in Merredin on the 9th June 2021.  

Danielle Nannup appeared on a 
count of having no authority to drive 
ï suspended (other than fines 
suspension) and exceeding the speed 
limit between 20 and 29km/h the 
matters were adjourned to appear in 
Mandurah on the 11th May 2021. 

Taraeta Nicholls appeared on a count 
of being without lawful excuse 
trespassed on a place the matter was 
adjourned to appear in Merredin on 
the 3rd November 2021. 

Rocky Osborne appeared on a count 
of unlawful assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation and impeded another 
personôs normal breathing or blood 
circulation by applying pressure to 
neck and was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 4th May 2021. 

Laurie Phillips was convicted of 
inadequate storage facility for 
firearms and was fined $800 and 
ordered to pay costs of $248.70.  

Brayden Pitkethly appeared on 
counts of common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation, dangerous 
driving, driving a motor vehicle 
under the influence of alcohol and 
having no authority to drive ï 
alcohol offender and was remanded 
to appear in Merredin on the 9th June 
2021. 

Prabhjit Singh appeared on a count 
of careless driving the matter was 
adjourned to appear in Perth on the 
28th April 2021.  

Brett Simpson appeared on a count 
of exceeding the speed limit in a 
speed zone and also on a count of 
having no authority to drive ï 
cancelled the matters were adjourned 
to appear in Merredin on the 18th 
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Roy  

Butler 

Cyclists and pedestrians ï disastrous for 
the economy? 

My Thoughts  

Sanjay Thakrar, CEO at Euro Exim 
Bank had economists thinking.  He 
said: 

ñA cyclist is disaster for a country's 
economy. 

He does not buy a car and does not 
take a car loan. Does not buy car 
insurance. 

Does not buy fuel. Does not send his 
car for servicing and repairs. 

Does not use paid parking. 

Does not become obese. 

Yes,....and well, damn it!! 

Healthy people are not needed for an 
economy. 

They do not buy drugs. 

They do not go to hospitals and 
doctors. 

They add nothing to a country's 
GDP. 

On the contrary, every new 
McDonald's outlet creates at least 30 
jobs: 

10 cardiologists, 10 dentists, 10 
weight-loss experts apart from 
people working in McDonald's 
outlets. 

Choose wisely: 

A bicycle or a McDonald's?  Worth 
thinking about.  WALKERS are even 
worse.  Those people do not even 
buy a bicycle. aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ ŎȅŎƭƛǎǘ DǊŀƴǘ {ǘŀƛƴŜǊ  

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ ŎȅŎƭƛǎǘ /ŀƳ ²ƛƭŘ 

óLoneliness: the solution is 
communityô theme is in 
recognition that now ï more than 
ever, and particularly in light of 
the COVID pandemic ï the 
support, resources and 
opportunities that Centres provide 
for their communities to engage 
and connect are absolutely 
essential. 

The Merredin CRC were 
successful in obtaining Small 
Grant Funding through Linkwest 
with support from Lotterywest to 
host a free morning tea at the 16 
May Merredin Markets.   

The Markets are an ideal 
community event for people to get 
to know other people in the 
community and the CRC will be 
providing an opportunity for 
people to sit and have free 
morning tea in a communal area.  
They will be given a few question 
cards (and some will be available 
at the morning tea area) to use as 
óice-breakersô to initiate 

Connecting the community ï 
free morning tea and chat at 
the Merredin Markets 

conversation with other people and it 
is hoped that some common interests 
may be unearthed and some 
friendships formed. 

The May Markets will have some of 
the Choirs from Songfest, which is 
being held the same weekend, 
performing at the Markets and 
hopefully attract more people to 
attend. 

At the morning tea area, there will be 
information about community groups 
and the Merredin CRC and 
opportunities to get involved in 
volunteering, which is also a great 
way to meet people.  Those 
participating in the morning tea will 
be entered into a draw for a prize. 

So come along to the Merredin 
Markets on Sunday 16 May and 
connect with your community 
through a free morning tea 10am ï 
12 Noon. 

This event is supported by Linkwest 
and  Lotterywest and coordinated by 
Merredin CRC. 

By MICHELLE GETHIN 

Do you have a child who loves to be 
on stage? The Merredin Repertory 
Club is trialling a Junior Rep Club 
concept to provide a creative outlet 
for young people in Merredin.  
Children will audition for and attend 
weekly rehearsals working towards 
putting on a public performance in 
August. 

The production is aimed at 6-15 
year olds and will involve learning 

Junior Rep Club 
lines as well as some songs and 
dances. A cast of at least 26 children 
is required but we can accommodate 
more. 

Auditions will take place on Tuesday 
27th April and Thursday 29th April 
at the Cummins Theatre 4-5pm.  

For further enquiries contact Meg on 
0428 128 153 or 
megethin@gmail.com 

mailto:megethin@gmail.com
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Tales from the Rails 

RAIL WA 150 ï 2021 Celebrating 150th Anniversary of Railways in Western Australia 

By JANE PATRONI Chairperson, 
Merredin Railway Museum 

All troop trains heading to the east 
coast for military deployment passed 
through Merredin.  As ANZAC Day 
approaches, I take the opportunity to 
share this story with you as 
researched and written by Philippa 
Rogers ñTroops, Trains and 
Tradesò (1999; page 26-27; Success 
Print). This book is available from 
PO Box 128 Bassendean WA 6934. 

Sam Inglis, who was a WAGR driver 
based at Kellerberrin from 1940 to 
1943, recalled a very wet night when 
he was on the lead engine of a 
ñdouble-headerò (two locomotives) 
train travelling west from Southern 
Cross.  The train was a ñmilitary 
Westlandò carrying military 
personnel of various services who 
had entrained at Kalgoorlie after a 
trip across the Nullarbor.  His son 
Noel recounts an incident that night:  

éTo the east of Merredin, Sam 
could see ahead from the cab of the 
Pr locomotive to a culvert, that had 
water lapping the sleepers, with a 
strong flow of flood water running 
underneath it. 

Not liking the look of the situation, 
he applied the brake, but the driver 
of the second engine, a much older 
man, who was fond of the gentle art 
of bending the elbow, wasnôt too 
happy with this young bloke up front 
stopping at an unscheduled halt, and 
wished to keep going.  Sending his 
fireman back to the second unit to 
explain the situation, he waited for 
his mate to return, and directed him 
to take a walk forward to see what 
the situation was. 

The young fireman tentatively 
walked forward, got fairly close and 
came back saying ñthe rails appear 
to move.ò Leaving the fireman on the 
locomotive, Sam then climbed onto 
the permanent way and walked 
forward.  He got to the culvert, 
discarded his boots and socks, 

overalls and coat and walked on the 
sleepers.  To his horror, he 
discovered that the rails and the 
sleepers were the only part of the 
structure intact over the water.  The 
force of the water had washed away 
the wood (culvert) and ballast.  One 
must remember that in wartime not 
as much maintenance was carried 
out, due to a lack of staff and the 
extra trains running.   

The result was that after putting his 
gear on again, conferring with the 
other crew and the guard as well as 
the senior officers on the train, they 
had to put back into the siding 
behind them, advise Merredin of the 
problem, and await a gang being 
sent out to divert the water supply 
and pigsty the culvert up.  For his 
attention to his work, and preventing 
the loss of many lives, Sam Inglis 
was commended by the WAGRé 

Interesting War History Snippets  

Nursing staff and wounded troops 
were transported by train to the 
2nd/1st Australian General Hospital 
located on the eastern side of town. 

The RAAF store buildings north of 
Merredin had sidings constructed 
connecting them to the WAGR rail 
system. 

Nokanning housed an explosives 
depot. 

Nungarin Museum houses a search 
light used in WW2 for spotting 
aircraft. 

During 1941 the Western Australian 
Government Railways (WAGR) 
prepared an ambulance train which 
they handed over to the Army in 
March 1942 to be manned by the 
10th Australian Ambulance Train 
which had been raised at Helena 
Vale, and this remained their base 
for the rest of the war. Carriages 
based at Helena Vale were used to 
operate from Fremantle to Northam 
and Merredin. With the reduction of 

troop numbers in Western 

Australia, individual carriages were 
returned to the WAGR until the unit 
was disbanded in March 1945. 

Note: This content has come from 
The Unit Guide - Volume 4 - The 
Australian Army 1939-1945,page 
4.173 - Graham R McKenzie-Smith - 
Big Sky Publishing ï 2018 

On 8 March 1942, the main body of 
2/1 Australian General Hospital 
boarded trains for El Kantara, and 
then after crossing the canal, trains in 
Ismailia for Port Tewfik.  Here they 
boarded the SS Laconia for Bombay 
where they were transhipped onto 
one of the following ships -
Devonshire, Duntroon, Katoomba, 
or Holbrook, returning to Fremantle 
via Colombo, Mombasa, and 
Durban, a total journey of 12 weeks. 

Following two weeks leave, the 
hospital began to gather in Western 
Australia where they established a 
tented hospital in Merredin. The 
male staff were required to construct 
the hospital, so the nursing staff 
remained for a time in Guildford 
where they established a temporary 
250 bed hospital in the Guildford 
Grammar School. Located on the 
north-eastern fringes of Merredin, 
the Hospital was located at a junction 
in rail lines, with plentiful water 
courtesy of a large dam connected to 
the Goldfields water pipeline.  

An area of lightly wooded land at the 
base of Merredin Peak was cleared 
and a tent hospital erected. The 
wards consisted of 24 large tents, 
each holding 20 patients. The staff 
lived in smaller tents, each 
containing four or six camp 
stretchers. At the beginning the 
floors were simply dirt but these 
were later replaced with timber. 
Kerosene lamps were used until 
electricity was connected. 

The corrugated iron ablutions block, 
consisting of showers, wash troughs 

and deep trench latrines, was located 
in front of the wards. 

The 221 patients who were admitted 
in 1942 were joined by another 267 
in January 1943. They were 
transported to Merredin by special 
ambulance trains and then 
transferred to the hospital by 
ambulance. The staff consisted of 
five medical officers, 9 other officers 
and 188 enlisted personnel. 

Ultimately the expected invasion of 
Australia did not occur and in 
August 1943, the 2/1 Army General 
Hospital left Merredin, first for Port 
Moresby and then the Solomon 
Islands. It returned to Australia in 
1945. 

The Central Eastern Wheatbelt 
played a significant role in preparing 
for the defence of Australia in World 
War 2. Merredin hosted an Army 
Field Hospital and many RAAF 
installations, while Nungarin had a 
large Army Ordnance Depot based 
near the town.  A major flight 
training base was located at 
Cunderdin. 
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Tales from the Train 
A modern take on travelling by train 

By LADY RANTHAM 

Tales from the Train. The Nasal 
Landscape.   I have adopted a 
practice of mindfulness and 
meditation on my morning 
commute. I plug in my Calm app 
for background music and run a 
Buddhify guided meditation over 
the top. It is a wonderful way to 
start the morning, calm and relaxed. 
So this means I spend the majority 
of the trip with my eyes shut. I was 
doing the ñSenseò meditation this 
morning and had come to the sense 
of smell ï now usually on a train, 
you need to be a bit careful before 
enthusiastically whiffing up the 
smells around you ï just in case the 
cleaners had missed a spot the night 
before, or the people around you 
can also look at you a bit funny if 
you start sniffing loudly. So I was 
breathing normally, just being 

aware of the fragrant world around 
me when I was suddenly aware of 
the glorious scent of rosewater and 
talc from the person who sat on my 
right side (squitty sideways 
commuter car again) and two stops 
later, my olfactory orchestra was 
augmented by the strong scent of 
bacon and wood smoke on my left. 
So in my mindôs eye I was sitting 
between a delicate geisha with 
amazing fan skills and a Canadian 
Mountie. Now I totally admit that 
this could have been Dame Ednaôs 
dressing assistant and an unluckily 
scorched lumberjack or someone 
wearing an adult nappy and a 
pyromaniac ï but I went with the 
Geisha/Mountie duet scenario. I 
was halfway through 
choreographing the worldôs first 
Hanamachi Hatchet Dance when I 
realised Iôd drifted off. 

By DEBBIE MORRIS 

Merredin CRC truly appreciate and 
value the many wonderful volunteers 
who have supported the CRC and 
Merredin Show over the past twelve 
months, along with the fantastic 
commitment that volunteers in the 
Emergency Services do, keeping our 
community safe.   

The CRC enjoyed showing their 
appreciation to the volunteers by 
inviting them to a  
Thank a Volunteer Dinner, originally 
set to be held in February on the lawn 
in front of the CRC however due to 
the COVID lock down in February, 
the event was postponed until April 
15th with the venue changing to the 
Cummins Theatre, due to the colder 
weather. The CRC very much 
appreciated the Department of 
Communities support in allowing the 
date to be extended. 

Invitations were themed óMexican 
Dinner Dateô with the idea behind 
ódateô being that volunteering means 
less time with loved ones, so we 
wanted to thank the partners of the 
volunteers as well.  Interestingly, 
many ódatesô were also volunteers 
with other community groups.  

Invitations were sent out to fifty 
individual volunteers and the three 
emergency services, Merredin 
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service, St 
John Ambulance and Merredin State 
Emergency Service.  It was very 
pleasing to have forty three 
volunteers attend. 

The volunteers mingled in the Tivoli 
Room at the Theatre prior to being 
ushered into the auditorium, where 
they were pleasantly surprised with 

Mexican Dinner Date for 
Volunteers 

the Mexican decorations and table 
settings. 

CRC Chairperson, Romolo Patroni 
welcomed everyone and thanked the 
volunteers who assist the CRC with 
community events (Australia Day 
Breakfast, Seniors Luncheon, 
Merredin Show, Markets and with 
various other activities, including 
helping with the preparation of the 
Volunteer Dinner) and the 
emergency services volunteers.   

The motto displayed on the stage 
summed up the value of volunteers 
with a Mexican flavour ñWe would 
be Cactus without youò. 

The Thank a Volunteer Mexican 
Dinner Date event was supported by 
Collgar Wind Farm, Shire of 
Merredin, Department of 
Communities and hosted by 
Merredin CRC. 


