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COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at 21st September 2021  

Tested 1,732,949 

Confirmed Cases 1,094  

Recovered 1,079  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 6  

 

COVID-19 in Australia  

Vaccinations 14,986,389 (59.1%)  

Fully Vaccinated 9,633,085 (38%)  

WAñCases 1,093ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 749 ñDeaths 3  

NSWñCases 52,922ñDeaths 299  

NTñCases 206ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 2,017ñDeaths 7  

SAñCases 898ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 235ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 29,008ñDeaths 832  
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By TRACY JONES 

The return of the Dowerin GWN7 
Machinery Field Days saw record 
breaking numbers with 25,000 people 
in attendance over the two days. This 
was our biggest Field Day in 20 years, 
and we are extremely grateful to 
everyone who contributed to this 
enormous success. 

This was the first year we had gone to 
online ticketing and to say it was a 
success would be an understatement, 
the online ticketing system made 
queues fly through the gate and tickets 
remained available right up to our 
gates.  

We were treated to two extremely kind 
days of weather. It was a beautiful 
sunny Wednesday and the Thursday 
held off with the rain until around 
6pm.  

There was something for everyone 
from Monster Trucks to fashion 
parades, to headers and sprayers to 
lawn mowers and chainsaws. The 

diverse range that is offered at the 
Dowerin Field Days is what makes it 
unique at the fact that there is truly 
something for everyone. 

We would like to thank our major 
sponsors GWN7 and Shire of Dowerin 
for their continuous loyalty and support.  

We sent out a heartfelt thank you to all 
the exhibitors who attended the 2021 
Field Days. The exhibitor set ups and 
attendance this year were something out 
of this world and each and every one of 
our exhibitors did a tremendous job 
with setting up of sites. We hope to see 
many of our exhibitors return to the 
2022 Field Days for another successful 
year.  

Our event would not be possible 

Dowerin GWN7 Machinery Field Days 
without the help of our wonderful 
volunteers from near and far. Our 
volunteers are the backbone of the 
event and can not be spoken more 
highly of. They contribute many hours 
of their time to come and make the 
Field Days what it is so we send out a 
thank you to every single one of you 
who contributed and made the time to 
help out.  

Thank you to all the visitors who 
attended the Field Days. We hope that 
you enjoyed the time you spent at the 
Field Days as much as we did 
organising it. We hope to see 
everyone back in Dowerin on the 24  
25 August in 2022 for another 
successful year.  
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Have your Say  

Gabby CaporasoðThumbs 
down to idiots who break glass 
all over town and in the bush and 
donôt put their rubbish in bins.  
Sick of it. 

Julie NicolettiðThumbs up to 
the Menôs Shed for always 
trying to help other community 
Groups, especially the 
Community Garden.  Well done 
boys! 

Kirsty JarvisðThumbs up to our 
beautiful small business owners 
for employing local teens and 
giving them a great head-start in 
life.  My kids love their part-
time jobs! 

Katy HuntðThumbs up to the 
great history lesson on Charles 
Hunt in The Phoenix. 

 
 

Dave HendriksðDelicate Sound of Thunder, Pink Floyd 

Steven BeilkenðThe Wall, Pink Floyd 

Aaron CrookðAja, Steely Dan 

Kerry KoperðShaved fish, John Lennon 

Kirsty RochfordðDisintegration, The Cure 

Robyn Jetta BoyceðHysteria, Def Leppard 

Tamra HendriksðGoodbye Yellow Brick Road, Elton John 

Gabby CaporasoðRumours, Fleetwood Mac 

Robin WolstenholmeðYellow Brick Road, Elton John 

Michelle Hart AlvaroðRattle n Hum, U2 

Nick AshðLive at Wembley Stadium, INXS 

Claudia ShepherdðRumours, Fleetwood Mac 

Terri ClarkðCrime of the Century, Supertramp 

Clint RitchieðEnter Sandman, Metallica  

Louise Pennyð10, Pearl Jam 

Sophia N Clancy Burnsð10, Pearl Jam 

Jamie HoustonðDays of Innocence, Moving Pictures 

Tracy-Claire May-LancasterðBeach Boys 

Sacha Akesson-WerthðEdges of Twilight, The Tea Party & Danzig (self titled 
album), Danzig  

What is your favourite album of all time? 

Beryl HarmerðI always enjoy 
what Peter Barrett has written.  
Some clever and interesting 
topics indeed, keep it up I 
always go looking for his stories. 
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My name is Michelle Louise 
Cheeseman 

I have nominated to be a Councillor 
for Merredin, to work and support 
the other Councillors and help to 
give them ideas and plans to make 
Merredin a better, tidy town.  

I want to support the residents of 
Merredin and surrounding districts, 
the elderly and frail seniors and give 
Merredin, the town where I was born 
a better future.  

I want to bring Merredin forward, 
not backwards and try to make Mer-
redin a place where people would 
like to have a business once again, 
like it was years ago. 

I will listen to people to see what 
their concerns and likes are for Mer-
redin, I would like Merredin to be a 
much cleaner and tidy town to attract 
tourists and visitors. When all the 
roses were in town and blooming 
people would come just to see the 
roses but sadly, they are not the same 
anymore.  

In closing, I would like you to vote 
and support me in my campaign.,  

Authorised by Michelle Cheeseman.   
2 Hopkins Lane, Merredin.  

To introduce myself, Peter Romolo 
Patroni. I have lived my entire life in 
the Eastern Wheatbelt.  

I am standing for re-election to the 
Merredin Shire Council as I believe I 
have an understanding and 
experience to represent you, the 
electors, I have the time to act on 
your behalf as a Councillor and make 
a contribution.  

I have Local Government experience 
both as a past Councillor and Shire 
President.  Now completed 4 years 
as a Councillor with the Shire of 
Merredin.  

My interests in the Merredin 
Community extend to.  

¶ Work as a volunteer with St John 
Ambulance.  

¶ Chair and Committee member 
Community Resource Centre,  

¶ Secretary of Merredin Community 
Menôs shed  

¶ Representative of Merredin on the 
District Health Advisory 
Committee  

¶ Council representative and Chair 
of Local Emergency Management 
Committee  

¶ Life Member of the WA Local 
Government Association 
(WALGA)  

Outside Local Government, I have 
spent my life farming, serving on 
numerous Rural Industry 
Committees and Boards.  

If elected I commit to continue to 
communicate with you, the residents, 
be transparent and available to all.  

With my wife Jane, we have made 
Merredin our home and we wish to 
continue to actively contribute to this 
community.  

Your support, by way of your vote in 
the postal ballot would be 
appreciated.  

Authorised by P R Patroni .  7 Caridi 
Close Merredin.  Ph 0428 401 014.    
romolopatroni@bigpond.com 

I am seeking your support to vote for 
me as a Councillor for the Shire of 
Merredin in the upcoming Local 
Government Elections. 

My family are 4th generation 
farmers in the Shire of Merredin. We 
have 2 adult children.  My son and 
his family are a part of the family 
business and reside locally. 

I am also employed as a Senior 
Project Officer with the Department 
of Finance.   

I am passionate and committed to 
Merredin. Over the years, I have 
been involved in a wide variety of 
community organisations, including 
school P & Côs, local sporting clubs, 
aged care, St John Ambulance and 
an elected member.  This has given 
me an insight into the wants, needs 
and expectations of the community. 

If elected as a Councillor, as well as 
utilising my knowledge of Merredin 
and my experience in working in 
government, I will work with and 
involve the community to help 
deliver outcomes that ensure 
Merredin is a place where people 
want to live, work, play and retire. 

Written and authorised by Donna 
Crook, L987 Merredin-Nungarin 
Road, Merredin, Phone: 0400 264 
168.  Email: wdcrook@wn.com.au 

Shire of Merredin Local Election Nominees 
The following nominees have requested this information to be published in The Phoenix 

ROMOLO PATRONI MICHELLE CHEESEMAN DONNA CROOK 

Lƴ /ǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ !ƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ tǊŀǧ 

Travelling 

Phoenix 
Some of the Merredin CRC 

Committee have recently taken the 

Phoenix on holidays with them.   

aŀǊǝƴ ϧ 5ŜōōƛŜ aƻǊǊƛǎ ƛƴ YŀƭōŀǊǊƛ  

5ŜōōƛŜ ϧ aŀǊǝƴ !ōǊƻƭƘƻǎ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎ 

YŀȅŜ 5ǳŶŜƭŘ ƛƴ .ƛƴƴǳ 

mailto:wdcrook@wn.com.au
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Library Musings  
By WENDY PORTER, Merredin 
Librarian 

Slowly but surely the weather is 
warming up.  Spring is the time for 
change.  Maybe the library has 
something to help you make a 
change in you home, your childrenôs 
activities or even yourself.  Here is a 
sample of whatôs new at Merredin 
Library. 

The Reverend Bill Crews has been 
named as one of Australiaôs 100 
most influential people, in spite of 
the fact that he is often a thorn in the 
side of his own church.  óTwelve 
rules for living a better lifeô   by the 
Reverend is a straight talking and 
uplifting memoir, for the secular and 
spiritual alike.  It is a book for those 
who believe and those who donôt, 
wonôt or canôt.  This guide for a 
better life looks at becoming better 
human beings through compassion, 
tolerance, acceptance, and love. 

Tired of your home looking the 
same, but not sure what to do?  óMy 
creative spaceô by Donald M Rattner 
is a guide to design your home, 
stimulate ideas and spark innovation.  
The book looks at the science of 

creativity, the creative process, the 
psychology of space as well as 
creativity tactics.  Find out how to 
install a fireplace or freestanding 
stove; Install human-centric 
lighting; Apply whiteboard or 
blackboard paint; and it even has 
hints for children. 

Thinking about the up-coming 
holidays and feeling at a loss for 
something to do with the kids at 
home?  óWonder Art Workshopô by 
Sally Haughey is a hands-on, play-
based approach to childrenôs 
activities including science and 
literacy, art, and child-centred 
educational movements such as 
Reggio Emilia, Waldorf and 
Montessori.  Help your kids create 
a magic shoe, make flower 
playdough, even paint with salt. 

Remember Library staff are always 
happy to help you find what you 
need.  Ask staff about the wide 
range of library resources available 
online for FREE to Merredin 
Library members, including online 
tutorials from institutions such as 
Cambridge and Oxford, even MIT.  
See you soon. 

By LESLEY WATSON 

Merredin Bootscooters are warm and 
toasty this year thanks to a generous 
sponsorship from Collgar Windfarm.  

A generous sponsorship from the 
Collgar Community Fund for $1870 
has purchased jackets with the 
Collgar logo on them to keep our 
dancers warm on the chilly Monday 
nights when we meet to learn new 
dances. Not only do they keep the 
dancers warm, but easily 
recognisable when we go out, with 
the Merredin Bootscooters logo 
embroidered on the back.  

Bootscooting is popular throughout 
WA, with many clubs across the 
state having open invite social 
nights, hoedowns, where clubs can 
get together for social connection 
and to dance the night away. The last 
hoedown we attended as a club was 
in May in York, and it was COLD!  

Merredin Bootscooters provides an 
avenue for people of all ages to 

dance, stay fit, stay engaged, be 
supported and cared for in a group 
setting. Our dancers range in age 
from 8 to 72. We meet weekly to 
dance, have fun, and learn new 
dances. We regularly attend other 
bootscooting club socials throughout 
the state, and we also put on public 
demonstrations (Merredin Show, 
Nungarin Markets, Merredin 
Songfest, Seniors Luncheon, 
performances at Aged Care facilities, 
and Merredin Gala Night to name a 
few). We also had a team of dancers 
compete this year at the West State 
line up, which is the state's premier 
line dancing competition and 
pathway to Nationals championships. 

Merredin Bootscooters meet on 
Monday nights at 7pm at Cummins 
Theatre, thanks to a grant from the 
Shire of Merredin. If youôre 
interested in dancing to great music, 
or learning some line dancing, come 
along! Classes cost $5, and your first 
class is free.  

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ .ƻƻǘǎŎƻƻǘŜǊǎ 

Merredin Bootscooters receive 

Collgar Wind Farm support 
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My Thoughts  

Kevin 

 Tengvall 

I was sitting at my computer one day 
and unusually I was getting a tad 
frustrated when things werenôt going 
quite as smoothly as one would have 
hoped, (I may have been venting my 
spleen just a little). 

When number two son asked 
ñWhatôs the matter Dad?ò ñThis 
damn computer wonôt let me inò 
says I, feeling just a little vexed. 
ñWell,ò says much loved number 
two ñCalm the farm, itôs a first world 
problem.ò Brilliant thinks I, when 
did he become a worldly 
philosopher? Suffice it to say that 
my already high blood pressure quite 
probably reached epic proportions. 

That little story happened sometime 
in 2020 but was brought to my mind 
last week, when once again I was 
sitting at my computer trying to log 
into my internet provider to check 
our data usage, when once again 
things started to go awry, or as I 
really thought, everything turned to 
crap and nothing I did worked, 
Aaaaaarrrrgh!!!   

Taking a deep breath I will continue 
with this little melodrama, breathe in 
breathe out. 

Right here goes, as I have afore 
mentioned I was trying to log into 
my internet provider to check on my 
data usage, a simple act you would 
think but oh no, not so simple 
apparently.  When I logged in I got 
the message, ñ it appears you have 
used an email address, use your user 
nameò. So I typed in my username 
and got a message saying ñHello 
Kevin to log in click here and use 
your email address.ò 

I do so and after a couple of attempts 
I am then told that there seems to be 
a security breach and would I now 
change my password. 
Aaaaaaarrrrrrrgh!!!! 

This little frolic around these 
brilliant security measures of this 
provider are driving me to distraction 
and causing me serious health 

consequences. Anyway, I digress.  I 
changed my password for the 
umpteenth time and finallyé.. NO! I 
get a message that I have run out of 
time and please start again at a later 
date and in the meantime I will be 
sent an SMS informing me of a 
security breach. 

Dear Lord, Moses didnôt have these 
problems with his tablet! 

So I gave up, yes me, the one who 
makes a stubborn mule look sweet 
admitted defeat.  On the up side, I 
must still have some data left 
because Iôm still using said 
computer.  End of problem one 
would think, HA! Not on your Nelly, 
I then get another SMS saying that I 
have used 75% of my peak data and 
none of my off peak data and if I 
want to top up said data I should log 
in to my account and top up my peak 
data. 

I wonder if this and other providers 
give any thought to the consequences 
of their supposed protocols on those 
of us who ócomputerishô, is our 
second language, not one that we 
grew up with. 

If I wonder, ones wife was to walk 
into the office and find one dead at 
said computer would she be able to 
rightfully claim compensation? As it 
would be blatantly obvious that it 
was their impossible to navigate 
protocols that caused said writerôs 
early demise. 

This is a first world problem, Well 
said number two, Aaaaaaaaaarrrrrgh! 

 

First World Problems 

Letter to the Editor  
IN RESPONSE AND ADDENDUM 
TO Martin Morris Clerk of Courts 
Article in THE PHOENIX, 
SEPTEMBER 10, 2021 

Morrisôs article is titled Covid- 
Vaccination Rates on page 5, 
making reference about the 
supposed low uptake of 
vaccinations in our region. 

Perhaps people in Merredin are 
better informed as to the risks 
versus the benefits of the 
experimental injection, 
(misleadingly called vaccination ï 
check definition of vaccine for 
confirmation), and merely choosing 
to opt out, as is their right.  

Martin Morris is probably aware, as 
an Officer of the Court, that  

¶ Mandatory vaccination is a 
direct violation of the 
Nuremburg Code, of which 
Australia is a signatory.  

¶ Any discussion about who is 
and isnôt vaccinated is in breach 
of the Privacy Act and therefore 
anyone and any institution like 
Local Government etc should 
stay out of it.  

Compensation suits regarding long 
term side effects are a possible 
outcome over time for this 
provisionally only, TGA approved 
injection, (which by no means 
automates TGA approval in the 
future). Letôs be clear, Iôm not anti-
vax, and fully vaccinated myself, 
(except for flu vaxes), but I am 
worried about unsafe, untested non- 
properly- approved TGA drugs that 
are rushed onto the market in a 
panic.  

On 60 Minutes (12/9/21) it was 
highlighted that employers who 
insist that their staff are Covid 
vaccinated, lend themselves to the 
risk of being sued by employees for 
adverse reactions and side effects, 

now and in years to come, (this 
falls in the grey areas of industrial 
law, yet to be tested).  

60 Minutes expounded that the 
Federal Government is NOT 
protecting businesses in general 
who mandate vaccination in their 
workplace. Instead, the Federal 
Government is leaving it to 
businesses to implement (eg. No 
jab, no job) AND RUN THE 
LEGAL RISK OF DOING SO.  

This is an enormous responsibility 
for small Merredin businesses, 
and indeed, any business. The 
ramifications could well lead to 
bankruptcy, especially as this 
would be occurring in a climate 
where the PM Scott Morrison has 
categorically said that there will 
be NO MANDATORY POLICY. 
So why should Merredin follow 
the hot air of popular fear and 
suffer the consequences of 
litigation, or worse, later down the 
track? 

Martin Morris says there is a lot 
of misinformation in the 
community; indeed, no-one 
knows enough about the covid 
injection, as it has not gone 
through the customary long- term 
trials. Just looking at the facts that 
litigation is a worry, could just be 
one of several worthwhile reasons 
to hold off.  

At the moment large studies 
coming out of Israel and the UK 
are showing that mass 
vaccinations have overall proved 
to be a detrimental policy (please 
look it up yourself). 

I would say ñwell done, 
Merredinò, make your own 
decision based on your needs and 
health, rather than on crowd 
manipulation and panic. 

Sophie Oska 
Location Unknown 


