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COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at  23rd February 2021  

Tested  857,169 

Confirmed Cases 913  

Recovered 901  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 3  

 COVID-19 in Australia  

WAñCases 913ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 118 ñDeaths 3  

NSWñCases 5,150ñDeaths 54  

NTñCases 104ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 1,323ñDeaths 6  

SAñCases 610ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 234ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 20,479ñDeaths 820  
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Roving ReportersðKellerberrin 
By PETER & JENNI BARRETð
Roving Reporters 

1. It was busy.  

We left home, which is in a far 
corner of the Kellerberrin Shire, at 
about 7:30 Saturday morning. It was 

cool and sunny, perfect weather for 
outdoor adventures. We turned onto 
Goldfields Road at Old Doodlakine 
and set course on the dusty gravel for 
town. It wasnôt long before we came 
across heavy traffic at Wooloundra 
North Road.  Following the growing 
procession of 4WDs, utes, horse 

floats and campers we came to local 
identity Peter Mitchellôs Hayshed 
venue.  An army of staff and 
volunteers at the gate told us we had 
arrived at Woodstock and the entry 
fee was $70. We flashed our roving 
reporter identities and got to sneak 
in.  Once inside I couldnôt help 
notice this was rather different from 
the Woodstock I remember from 
back in the sixties on a farm in upper 
New York state. Instead of hippies 
dressed only in flowers there were 
cowboys, bogans, bikers and ragers 
of every description.  The turnout of 
specially prepared vehicles was 
already impressive even at this early 
stage.  Motocross was in full swing. 
Steers were being prepared for 
roping.  A burnout pit had been 
carefully set up, and there were 
dozens of sideshows, rides and 
ñcarniesò getting ready for the 
onslaught of people.  We saw blokes 
and chicks in stetsons enjoying a 
Bundy and Coke for breakfast in the 
muddiest 4WD I had ever seen.  Utes 
bedecked in flags and cars with 
outlandishly large tyres were starting 
to arrive in larger numbers.  Brad 
Atkinson was there with his very 
pretty Squirrel helicopter.  We had a 
good look around for an hour and 
then left for town.  The influx of 
vehicles and people had increased 
tenfold.  This was getting huge. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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л-п !Ƴƛǘȅ IŜŀƭǘƘ tƭŀȅƎǊƻǳǇτŎŀƭƭ 
/ƭŀƛǊŜ {ƳƛǘƘ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ŎǎƳƛǘƘϪŀƳƛǘȅƘŜŀƭǘƘΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ 

! /ƘƻƛǊŜŘ ¢ŀǎǘŜς aƻƴŘŀȅǎ тǇƳτ
фǇƳ ŀǘ пт /ƻǊƻƴŀǝƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ /ŀƭƭ 
9ƳƳŀ !ƛǘƪŜƴ лпут орм мст ƻǊ /ƘƭƻŜ 
²ƛƭƭŎƻŎƪǎ  
лпоу уфм тсмΦ 

!ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘτ{ǳƴŘŀȅ 
нуǘƘ {ǘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
tŀǳƭƛƴŜ флпп млтс ƻǊ {ǳ лпнт пмн 
тлфΦ 

.ƻƻǘǎŎƻƻǝƴƎτaƻƴŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ тǇƳ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ǳƳƳƛƴǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΦ  CƛǊǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ 
ŦǊŜŜΦ  .ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘΦ /ŀƭƭ 
!ƴƧƻŜŜƴ ƻƴ флпм оллр ƻǊ ǎŜŜ {ǳŜ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ /ƘŜƳƛǎǘ ƻǊ [ȅƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜΦ 

Dƭƻōŀƭ /ŀǊŀǾŀƴ ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ 5ŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
5ǊǳƳƳƛƴƎτ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /w/Φ рǇƳΥ .ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ŘŀƴŎŜ 
ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  рΦолǇƳΥ ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ ŘǊǳƳƳƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  
сΦллǇƳ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  /ŀƭƭ 
YƛǊǎǘȅ ƻƴ флпм млпмΦ    

aŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜŘτ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ нǇƳτрǇƳΦ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ tŜǘŜǊ aŎ/ǊŀŜ ƻƴ лпнт снр 
лнт ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ !ǊƳȅ /ŀŘŜǘ ¦ƴƛǘ рмлτCƻǊ 
ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
hŶŎŜǊ ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƎŜ нƴŘ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ 
YŀǊƛƴŘŀ {ƳƛǘƘ aƻō лпнт лул фмоΦ  

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ŀƳŜǊŀ /ƭǳōτ9Ƴŀƛƭ 5ŀƛƴŀ 
ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ŀǘ ŘŀƛƴŀǎǳǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘϪ 
ōƛƎǇƻƴŘΦŎƻƳΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘτ{ǳƴŘŀȅǎ 
млŀƳ ƻƴ ¢ƘǊƻǎǎŜƭƭ wƻŀŘΦ  YƛŘǎ /ƭǳōτ
Yτ¸ŜŀǊ с CǊƛŘŀȅǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜǊƳ 
оΦмрǇƳτрΦллǇƳΦ  Dǳȅǎ hƴƭȅ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 
DǊƻǳǇ ¸ŜŀǊ сτ¸ŜŀǊ мнΦ  9ǾŜǊȅ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜǊƳ оΦолǇƳτ
рΦллǇƳΦ wƻǎǎ лпоф фсп пссΦ   

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ DŀǊŘŜƴ 
DǊƻǳǇτŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ WǳƭƛŜ 
bƛŎƻƭŜǩ ƻƴ лпну пмп тсо ƻǊ ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎƎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
/ŜƴǘǊŜτ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ нпǘƘ aŀǊŎƘ 
рΦолǇƳΦ  

/haa¦bL¢¸ /![9b5!w 

Itôs the Wheatbelt Show season.  What is the thing you are looking 
forward the most at your local show? 

 

 

 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ CƛƴŜ !Ǌǘǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅτbŜǿ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ 9ƴǉǳƛǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ лпнф сно лумΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ aǳǎŜǳƳ ϧ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 
{ƻŎƛŜǘȅτbŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 
оǊŘ aŀǊŎƘ рǇƳΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ wƛƅŜ /ƭǳōτ/ŀƭƭ {ǘŜǾŜ ŦƻǊ 
ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ƻƴ лпст мто троΦ 

aƻƻǊŘƛǘƧ aƛŀ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎτ/ŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘ 
ǳƴǝƭ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǝŎŜΦ  /ŀƭƭ лпнт пмн 
тлфΦ 

tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ .ŀǇǝǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘτ
YŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴ ммŀƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΦ 
tƘ лпор нуп тфсΦ 

tƭŀȅƎǊƻǳǇτ/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ YǊƛǎǘȅ {ƘŀǊǇ ƻƴ 
лплл нпс мноΦ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜτŎŀƭƭ WŜŀƴŜǧŜ CŜƎŀƴ   
ƻƴ лпсл ллн рпо ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ  

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ ¢ŜŀτŜǾŜǊȅ 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŀǘ млŀƳΦ  

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ /ǊŀƊ DǊƻǳǇτ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ 
млŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ  

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ DŜƴǘƭŜ DȅƳτ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ 
нǇƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ 

{ŜǾŜƴǘƘ-Řŀȅ !ŘǾŜƴǝǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘτIŀǎ 
ǊŜ-ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ   /ŀƭƭ лпнф ттл оомΦ 

{ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 
aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴτCŀǘƘŜǊ !ƴŘǊŜǿ .ƻǿǊƻƴΣ 
tƘ  флпм мммуΦ 

¢ŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘτaŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 
млΦлл ς ммΦолΣ ŬǊǎǘ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  

¦ƴƛǝƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘτCƛƊƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ фŀƳ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ /ŀƭƭ лпну мнр смоΦ 

²Ŝǎǘƻƴƛŀ /ǊƻǉǳŜǘ /ƭǳōτ/ŀƭƭ WƻƘƴ 
/ƻǊǎƛƴƛ ƻƴ лпнф пст мтл ƻǊ YŜƛǘƘ 
5ƻǿƴǎōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ƻƴ лпун ппр лпсΦ 

²ƛƭŘƅƻǿŜǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ 
.ǊŀƴŎƘτ/ŀƭƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀƭ IŀǊǇŜǊ ƻƴ 
лпот оуу нфнΦ 

t¦¢ ¸h¦w /haa¦bL¢¸ 9±9b¢ Lb 
¢I9 /haa¦bL¢¸ /![9b5!w  
/ŀƭƭ флпм млпм 

Have your say ¢I9 tIh9bL· 
tǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŦƻǊǘƴƛƎƘǘƭȅ  
ммл .ŀǊǊŀŎƪ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ  aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ                
tƘΥ флпм млпм  CŀȄΥ флпм млпн 

5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ ό! ²99Y .9Chw9 L{{¦9 5!¢9ύ 
!ǊǝŎƭŜǎΥ  рǇƳ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 

!ŘǾŜǊǘǎΥ .ƻƻƪƛƴƎ рǇƳ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 
/ƻǇȅ ŬƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ммŀƳ CǊƛŘŀȅ    
/ƭŀǎǎƛŬŜŘǎΥ млŀƳ aƻƴŘŀȅ 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ флпм млпм 

/ƻƴǘŜƴǘκǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴτYƛǊǎǘȅ wƻŎƘŦƻǊŘ  
ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴϪƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎǊŎΦŎƻƳ 
/ƻƴǘŜƴǘτ5ŜōōƛŜ aƻǊǊƛǎ 
ƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴϪŎǊŎΦƴŜǘΦŀǳ 
!ŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎτ 

ƳŀǊƪŜǝƴƎϪƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎǊŎΦŎƻƳ 
¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9Řƛǝƻƴǎ 

мнǘƘ aŀǊŎƘ ϧ нсǘƘ aŀǊŎƘ 
фǘƘ !ǇǊƛƭ ϧ мнǘƘ !ǇǊƛƭ 

!ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ 
ǿǿǿΦǇƘƻŜƴƛȄƴŜǿǎΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ 

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƴƎ Ϫ слл ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
.ŜƴŎǳōōƛƴΣ .ǊǳŎŜ wƻŎƪΣ /ƻǊǊƛƎƛƴΣ 
5ƻƻŘƭŀƪƛƴŜΣ YŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴΣ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴΣ 
aƻƻǊƛƴŜ wƻŎƪΣ aǳƪƛƴōǳŘƛƴΣ 

bŀǊŜƳōŜŜƴΣ bǳƴƎŀǊƛƴΣ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ǊƻǎǎΣ 
¢ŀƳƳƛƴΣ ¢ǊŀȅƴƛƴƎ ϧ ²ŜǎǘƻƴƛŀΦ 

Penny Ann LeeðThumbs 
up to the Merredin Shire 
for our nice new road. 

Lesley WatsonðThumbs 
up to Anjoeen Wells and 
the Merredin Bootscooters 
who competed at the West 
State Line Up and walked 
away with some medals 
under their belt buckles. 

Clayton MurrayðBumper cars. 

Spike JonesðGood weather and for the biggest crowd ever after not 
having a show last year...letôs turn up. 

Cherie PointonðEverything, canôt wait to take our babies, I loved it 
when I was a kid/teenager.  Food vans, rides and Sideshow Alley. 

Cortney MarieðBeing able to enjoy a nice event out with my family 
without it being cancelled hopefully! (we hope so too Cortneyð
Merredin Show Committee). 

Aleece ShearerðHorses in action. 

Terri ClarkðEverything!  Itôs such a happy time for the community. 

Micheal CampbellðThe coin machines. 

Greg SheaðI like going to the show to catch up with everyone. 

Kirsty RochfordðFireworks! 

Jane Patroniða vibrant meeting of lots of people and a great 
atmosphere.  

Kelly KudasðThumbs 
down to the current parking 
situation.  Still damn 
danger in there, when is 
this trial over?? 

Peter DaltonðThumbs up 
to the best Court report in 
WA. 

Josie DuffieldðThumbs up 
to the staff that collect the 
shopping trolleys.  Lately 
they are left from one end 
of the street to the other.  
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2. Itôs a horse loverôs paradise 

Driving around town the interest in 
all things equestrian is obvious. The 
Central Wheatbelt Harness Racing 
Club season goes from late March 
through to November with a meeting 
every second Sunday.  There are 
pony clubs and Clydesdale breeders. 
Stables exercise yards and high 
white fences are conspicuous 
throughout the townsite.  Motorists 
learn to keep one eye out for 
mounted traffic. 

3. Get ya Phoenix at the Pharmacy 

Henry and his partner Fedora are the 
best drug dealers in town, keeping its 
inhabitants healthy and also well 
informed as they also operate as a 
news and lotto agent. They love the 
Phoenix and have it right next to the 
till where it canôt be missed.  We 
enjoyed an hour or so sitting out the 
front chatting with locals and eating 
a pie from the bakery.  Everyone 
agreed Keller is a great place to 
shop. 

(Continued from page 1) 4. Keller Rocks 

You have probably observed from 
our reports that we love big rocks 
and Keller has a large selection for 
your geological enjoyment.  On the 
Quairading road Mt Stirling and Mt 
Caroline are majestic examples of 
three billion year old granite and 
Kellerberrin Hill on the northern side 
of the townsite is a great vantage 
point to take it all in.  The access 
road winds around behind the 
cemetery to a lookout facing the 
townsite and the vista of these big 
rocks to the south.  A full round of 
golf at Kellerberrin involves a 
circumnavigation of this monolith. 

5. The Pipeline 

C.Y. OôConnorôs Goldfields 
Pipeline, Western Australiaôs 
greatest infrastructure engineering 
achievement runs right through 
central Kellerberrin on the northern 
side of Massingham Street, diving 
under the ground at West Crossing 
and re-emerging at East Crossing.  
This makes it the perfect name for a 
local newspaper, and we met one of 
The Pipelineôs editors Marilyn. A 
very knowledgeable very friendly 
long-time resident of the area, she 
has agreed to contribute to the 
Phoenix on a regular basis.  Our 
missionary work finally gets some 
results!  Congratulations Marilyn we 
look forward to your words! 

6. They make silos 

Driving through Keller itôs 
impossible to miss the enormous 
phalanx of Moylan silos gathered in 
their hundreds ready to do service on 
the farm. This is a family owned 
manufacturing success story going 
back 45 years. 

7. Interesting Architecture 

Massingham Street has a few 
architectural oddities still standing. 

The old Post Office is a particularly 
splendid example of the style in 
vogue during the mid 20th Century. 
The shopfronts between Sewell 
Street and Ripper Street feature some 
unusual leadlighted display cases 
that have sadly fallen into disrepair. 
Unusual skylight ceiling spires add 
to the curiosity. 

8. Pie Face 

The Kellerberrin Roadhouse was 
rebuilt a few years ago and has 
rapidly became the Great Eastern 
Highway fuel miserôs stop of choice, 
due to their consistently low prices, 
which frequently undercut even 
those in the metro area. We have 
taken a fancy to their fish and chips 
and Rover may frequently be seen 
parked there. 

9. A man his dog and a dead 
kangaroo 

The Shire of Kellerberrinôs official 
motto is ñLife as rich as the 
landscapeò but the townôs main catch
-cry is featured on a large steel entry 
statement at the townsô western end, 
featuring the three aforementioned 
characters.  This goes back to 1897 
when Kellerberrin was granted 250 
pounds to build an agricultural hall.  
This enraged the Member for rival 
electorate of Yilgarn, a young 
mouthy politician named Charles 
Moran.  A fit of envy prompted him 
to stand up in parliament and 
proclaim they were wasting good 
money on a town that ñconsisted of 
nothing more than a man, his dog 
and a dead kangaroo.ò The phrase 
became the rallying call for 
Kellerberrinites for whom the irony 
is part of its power.  

10. The Keller-Merredin rivalry 
thing 

It can readily be deduced from the 
above scenario that Kellerberrinôs 
characterisation as a rival and an 
underdog begins almost at its 
foundation.  Locals are quick to 
point out that Keller has everything 

Roving ReportersðKellerberrin cont. 

the so called big town to the East 
has, and they like to show the good 
things around the place that Merredin 
does not have.  We think this 
friendly rivalry is healthy for 
regional development and when it is 
combined with the Wheatbelt 
trademark wry sense of humour the 
future for Keller is surely bright. 

tŜǘŜǊ .ŀǊǊŜǧ ǿƛǘƘ DǊŀƴǘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ 

ΨwƻŘŜƻ .ƻǎǎΩ ŦǊƻƳ aƻƎǳƳōŜǊ 

WŀŎƪƛŜ aŎYƴƛƎƘǘ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊǊŜƭ 

wŀŎŜǎ 

.ǊŀŘ !ǘƪƛƴǎƻƴΣ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ ǇƛƭƻǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ 

tŜǘŜǊ .ŀǊǊŜǧ 
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Court Report  
8th February 2021 

Kalgoorlie Courthouse 

Christopher Bennett appeared on a 
charge of driving with prescribed 
illicit drug in oral fluid or blood.  
The matter was adjourned to appear 
in Kalgoorlie on the 15th March 
2021. 

Northam Courthouse 

Tennessee Knapp appeared on a 
charge of having no authority to 
drive - cancelled.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Northam on 
the 8th March 2021. 

Rockingham Courthouse 

Peter Litwin appeared on 2 counts of 
dangerous driving causing bodily 
harm in a manner that was dangerous 
to the public.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Rockingham 
on the 5th August 2021. 

12th February 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Ralph Palmer appeared on previous 
charges.  He was remanded to appear 
in Perth on the 5th March 2021. 

Simon Nelson was convicted of 
driving with prescribed illicit drug in 
oral fluid or blood.  He was fined 
$450.  He was also convicted of 
having no authority to drive (never 
held).  He was fined $100. 

15th February 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Christopher Milosz appeared on a 
charge of possessing stolen or 
unlawfully obtained property.  He 
was remanded to appear in Northam 
on the 22nd February 2021. 

16th February 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Craig Taylor appeared on a charge of 
impeding another person's normal 
breathing or blood circulation by 
applying pressure to the neck.  He 
was remanded to appear in Perth on 

the 24th February 2021. 

Dwight Dodd was listed to appear on 
a charge of obstructing public 
officers.  He failed to appear.  A 
warrant was issued for his arrest. 

Brian Gill appeared on 3 counts of 
common assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation.  
The matters were adjourned to 
appear in Perth on the 2nd June 
2021. 

Southern Cross Courthouse 

David Sweetser appeared on charges 
of using visual display while driving, 
and reckless driving exceeding the 
speed limit by 45 km/h or more on a 
length of road.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Kalgoorlie on 
the 16th July 2021. 

Karl Williams appeared on charges 
of failing to accompany police to a 
police station or some other place 
and to wait at that place, obstructing 
public officers and possessing a 
prohibited drug (Cannabis).  The 
matters were adjourned to appear in 
Kalgoorlie on the 15th March 2021. 

Ty Anderson was convicted of 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended) and driving with 
prescribed illicit drug in oral fluid or 
blood.  He was fined $600, ordered 
to pay costs of $248.70 and an 
analyst fee of $185. 

Troye Brunalli was convicted of 
failing to comply with reporting 
obligations.  He was fined $300 and 
ordered to pay costs of $248.70. 

David Kelberg appeared on 2 counts 
of breaching a family violence 
restraining order.  He was remanded 
to appear in Southern Cross on the 
13th May 2021. 

Mc Lovin appeared on a charge of 
damaging property and 3 counts of 
stealing.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Southern 
Cross on the 13th May 2021. 

Thomas Oliver appeared on a charge 
of having no authority to drive - 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension).  The matter was 

adjourned to appear in Kalgoorlie on 
the 15th March 2021. 

Esmael Sakhie was convicted of 
having no authority to drive - 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension, and driving with 
prescribed illicit drug in oral fluid or 
blood.  He had his licence suspended 
for 6 months, was fined $1500, 
ordered to pay costs of $248.70, an 
analyst fee of $185 and had his 
licence suspended for a further 9 
months. 

Mike Tencer appeared on charges of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant and driving with prescribed 
illicit drug in oral fluid or blood.  
The matters were adjourned to 
appear in Midland on the 30th March 
2021. 

Leopold Vinson was convicted of 
driving contrary to specified time, 
purpose, locality or road on an 
extraordinary licence.  He was fined 
$400 and ordered to pay costs of 
$248.70. 

Dylan Watson appeared on a charge 
of disorderly behaviour in public, 2 
counts of criminal damage or 
destruction of property and 3 counts 
of without lawful excuse trespassed 
on a place.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Southern 
Cross on the 13th May 2021. 

Aaron Winn appeared on a charge of 
careless driving causing death, 
grievous bodily harm or bodily harm.  
The matter was adjourned to appear 
in Southern Cross on the 13th May 
2021. 

Melissa Batka appeared on charges 
of careless driving, and having no 
authority to drive (breach condition 
of schedule 7 RT (Authorisation to 
Drive) Regulations). The matters 
were adjourned to appear in Perth on 
the 22nd February 2021. 

17th February 2021 

Merredin Courthouse 

Symone Andrews was convicted of 
driving with prescribed illicit drug in 

oral fluid or blood.  She was fined 
$500, ordered to pay costs of 
$248.70 and an analyst fee of $185.  
She also appeared on a charge of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant.  The matter was dismissed. 

Lachlan Grant-Williams was 
convicted of breaching a family 
violence restraining order.  He was 
fined $300 and ordered to pay costs 
of $118.50. 

Peter Johnston appeared on a charge 
of breaching a family violence 
restraining order.  He was remanded 
to appear in Esperance on the 23rd 
February 2021. 

Jeffrey Thomas appeared on charges 
of disorderly behaviour in public, 
possess a prohibited drug 
(Cannabis), possession of prohibited 
drugs with intent to sell or supply 
(Amphetamine), failing to comply 
with requirements of a Police 
Officer, having ready access to both 
weapons and illegal drugs, common 
assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation, 
damaging property, caused smoke or 
excessive noise or left a substance on 
the driving surface in a confiscation 
zone, threats to injure, endanger or 
harm any person, no authority to 
drive - suspended (other than fines 
suspension), reckless driving to 
escape pursuit by Police, obstructing 
public officers, breach of bail 
undertaking, 2 counts of threaten to 
kill and 2 counts of criminal damage 
or destruction of property.  He was 
remanded in custody to appear in 
Perth on the 18th May 2021. 

Perth Courthouse 

Kenneth Bullock appeared on 
charges of obstructing public 
officers, possession of prohibited 
drugs with intent to sell or supply 
(Cannabis), possessing drug 
paraphernalia in or on which there 
was a prohibited drug or plant, and 
possession of stolen or unlawfully 
obtained property.  He was remanded 
to appear in Perth on the 2nd June 
2021. 
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By ANITA METCALF 

The following snippets appeared in 
the local FEBRUARY newspapers 
of the time. 

17th, 1916: In has been decided that 
any child who will be six during the 
year 1916 may be admitted to State 
Schools. 

1920: Branch of the National Bank 
of Australasia has been opened at 
Trayning.  Open each Wednesday 
from 7.30am to 10.00am. 

1940: The Kellerberrin Trotting 
Club was officially formed with 
George Saunders being the 
inaugural president, a position he 
held until 1954. 

27th, 1966: All Saints Church was 
consecrated by the Most Rev. 
George Appleton, Archbishop of 
Perth. 

12th, 1969: What is believed to be 
the first time in the history of the 
Merredin Shire Council, insufficient 
members were present to form a 
quorum, so the meeting for February 

From the History Room  
4 was suspended. 

11th, 1976: Central Wheatbelt 
farmers have narrowly missed 
providing a record harvest this year, 
but it has been the second best in 
history taking the overall picture.  
CBH received 3,810,500 tonnes.  
The record of 3,989,083 was set in 
the 1973-74 season.  The previous 
year was 3,058,000 tonnes. 

20th, 1976: The new Narembeen 
Shire Council administration and 
library building in Longhurst Street 
was officially opened. 

19th, 1981: A special childrenôs 
crossing is now in operation in 
Kellerberrin.  A óGuarded 
Childrenôs Crossingô for the safe 
passage of pedestrians, especially 
school children crossing 
Massingham Street. 

14th, 1990: Gary & Jenny Church 
purchase and restore the Southern 
Cross Deli on Antares Street.  The 
store was built in 1904 by Edward 
Bancroft for Thomas King, 
greengrocer and ironmonger. 

I Love Dancing 

My Thoughts  

By SHELBY ROBERTS 

Iôm Shelby and l absolutely LOVE 
dancing. Iôm an amazing dancer. 
Dancing is so much fun, Iôm in love 
with it. Every Saturday I go to 
Toodyay to dance at Toodyay Ballet 
School. On a Wednesday I have 
dance class in Merredin because it is 
where I live. I have got full and 
partial scholarships in the past 2 
years. Dancing is something that 
makes me happy, itôs something that 
gets me moving and out of the 
house.  If I had one thing left in my 
life and it was dance I would use 
every last minute of it. 

During COVID-19 we had to do 
dance classes on zoom, which was 
still really fun, the best thing about it 
was that we didnôt have to travel all 
the way there and back. Something 
that gets annoying about dance 
comments, is that people say that 
dance is a sport, but really it is a 
discipline. I have done many dance 
comps through my dance years, I 
have many solos and dances to 
memorise, which people say is really 
hard to remember but really it is not. 

I have many dance friends that are 
amazing at dance. Darci and Casey 
are two girls in my class that travel 
to Toodyay Ballet School as well. 
We are great friends and absolutely 
love dancing, we all have full 
dedication to becoming a star dancer.  

Dance is something for everyone to 
do and try. Merredin dance is called 
RDSWA, which stands for Rural 
Dance Schools WA. My dream is to 
be a professional dancer that travels 
around the world to dance at 
different competitions. 

My sister Camee dances with me at 
Merredin and Toodyay, sometimes 
she can be a bit of pain. But I just  
dance.  

The óLetter to the Editorô and óMy Thoughtsô 
section of the Phoenix is a place for the 
community to express their views and 
opinions on issues that directly or indirectly 
affect any part of it.  The Editor would like to 
remind the community that The Phoenix 
reserves the right to refuse any contribution 
on the basis of ethics, which includes, but is 
not limited to, personal vendettas or attacks.  
Please be aware that we do not ófact checkô 
óLetters to the Editorô or óMy Thoughtsô and 
therefore cannot guarantee the contents 
authenticity.   The Phoenix may or may not 
have the same opinion as the authors.  If you 
would like to reply to a particular author, 
please send a óLetter to the Editorô by 
emailing administration@merredincrc.com, 
or visiting the Merredin CRC.  

Library Musings  
By WENDY PORTER, 
MERREDIN LIBRARIAN 

The Merredin Library is continually 
receiving new stock.  Library staff 
are working hard to bring in new and 
interesting titles.  Perhaps these will 
be of interest to you. 

óMoney basics for tough timesô by 
David Koch is a guide for managing 
your finances in the wake of Covid-
19, giving suggestions on how to 
turn a recession into an opportunity.  
Find out how to have a plan to 
recover from financial disaster.  The 
book has everything from negotiating 
with your landlord to buying 
groceries on a shoestring budget.  It 
evens includes investing in crashing 
stock markets. 

If that is a little to serious for you 
how about trying óWhatôs it like to be 
chased by a cassowary?ô by the 
explainers from The Age and The 
Sydney Morning Herald.  Explainers 
give you the context that you need to 
get to grips with events in the news, 
and sometimes offer fresh 
perspectives on everyday life.  
Questions answered include óWhy do 
we have leap years?ô (Each solar 

year is a quarter of a day too long for 
the calendar), óWhy is there a boom 
in dinosaur fossils? (Fresh eyes in 
the field can sometimes spot what 
was missed) and óHow did the Esky 
become a cultural icon?ô (Because 
we like cold drinks when we picnic). 

Are you discouraged by the sheer 
number of chemicals we are 
subjected to everyday?  Want an 
alternative? óThe ultimate guide to 
Aromatherapyô by Jade Shutes and 
Amy Galper provides an illustrated 
guide to blending essential oils and 
crafting remedies for body, mind and 
spirit.  Find out how essential oils 
are distilled from plants, which oil is 
best for which result and even how 
to use essential oils safely, including 
what parts of the plants to use and 
how much (or how little) of the 
essential oil should be used. 

Library staff are always happy to 
help you find what you need.  Ask 
about our free e-resources for 
members or check out our online 
catalogue at library@ 
merredin.wa.gov.au 

See you soon. 
What town are you from? 

Kellerberrin 

What business are you from? 

Kellerberrin Pharmacy and 
Newsagency 

How long have you been selling The 
Phoenix? 

Since March 2020 (almost 12 
months) 

Tell us about your business? 

We are a small community pharmacy 
and newsagency at Kellerberrin 

Pharmacy - pharmacist advice, 
prescriptions medications, over the 
counter medications, first aid items, 
supplements, hair and body care, foot 
care, incontinence products, baby 
products, nicotine replacement 
products, giftwares, cosmetics etc 

Newsagency - Newspapers, 
magazines, greeting cards and 
wrapping papers as well as lotto 

What do you like about your town? 

Overwhelming welcome and support 
from local community, a peaceful 
living environment and a friendly 
and nice community 

What do you like about The 
Phoenix? 

Colourful and value for money.   
Many interesting contents covering 
the nearby towns within Wheatbelt 
areas 

Get to know 

your Distributor 

mailto:library@merredin.wa.gov.au
mailto:library@merredin.wa.gov.au
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Tales from the Rails 

RAIL WA 150 ï 2021 Celebrating 150th Anniversary of Railways in Western Australia 

By JANE PATRONI Chairperson, 
Merredin Railway Museum 

The children of the pipeline workers 
had an interesting, if not quaint life 
by todayôs standards. Many tales of 
being appointed to one teacher 
schools was the destination of newly 
graduated teachers. Often these 
teachers fulfilled a greater social 
and pastoral role within these small 
communities dotted along the 
Eastern Goldfields railway line.  Dot 
Morris ï Mum and Mum-in-law to 
Martin and Deb Morris kindly 
shares her story.   

Dot now living in Busselton, recently 
celebrated her 90th Birthday, still 
remembers their time and students at 
Number 5 Pumping Station. 

ñIn 1953 my husband was appointed 
to Number 5 Pumping Station 
(Yerbillon) on the Eastern Goldfields 
line.  He was a school teacher. 

As a former city dweller, for me it 
was a new experience to be so 
dependent on the railway service.  
All commodities came by rail.  
Parcels, furniture, medical 
requirements sent on by a pharmacy, 
bread and other bakery items and of 
course our meat supply. 

The bread came twice a week, 
unwrapped, uncut and in an unsealed 
cardboard box.  It was the 
individualôs responsibility to attend 
the siding and take from the box the 
loaves the family had ordered.  All 
was well when each person abided 

by this discipline but if some person 
in error or deliberately took the 
wrong loaf, the code of honesty was 
sorely tested.  Harsh words were 
bandied around and apologies given 
and were eventually accepted. 

Something seen a few times, was 
young, hungry members sent to 
collect the bread and unable to 
contain the urge and the pangs, 
commence to eat the middle open 
end of the loaf.  I dare say Mum 
would not have been best pleased 
with them or the condition of the 
bread. 

Meat came in a hessian bag, tied at 
the neck.  Inside were several 
parcels, depending on the size on the 
order.  Parcels had an outer wrapping 
of newspaper and white paper inside 
against the meat.  The bags were 
tossed from the train in the same 
manner as the bread when it came 
through the siding.  The force with 
which the bag hit the ground 
sometimes resulted in the well 
wrapped meat bursting the outer 
cover and an unpleasant parcel the 
outcome.  No person was blamed.  
Acceptance was normal that this 
would happen. No ill effects were 

мфро {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  .ŀŎƪ Ǌƻǿ ς WƻƘƴ .ŀǊǘƭŜǧΣ ¦ƴƪƴƻǿƴΣ WǳƴŜ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ aŀǊƛŀƴƴŜ !ōŘƛōŀǎƛŎΣ 
WƻǎŜǇƘ .ŀǊǘƭŜǧΣ YŜƛǘƘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎΣ .Ŝǧȅ 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎΣ CǊŜŘ aƻǊǊƛǎ όǘŜŀŎƘŜǊύΦ  CǊƻƴǘ Ǌƻǿ ς 
wƻōŜǊǘ .ŀǊǘƭŜǧΣ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ aƛǊƪƻǾƛŎΣ Dŀƛƭ IŀǊŘƳŀƴΣ YǊƛǎǝƴŜ aƛǊƪƻǾƛŎ όƴƻǿ {ŜŀǘƘύΣ 

9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ aƛǊƪƻǾƛŎΣ YŜǾƛƴ .ŀǊǘƭŜǧ 

CƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ ς 5ƻǘ aƻǊǊƛǎΣ aŀǊǝƴ 
aƻǊǊƛǎΣ {ƘŀǊƭŜƴŜ WŜũǊŜȅ όƴŜŜ aƻǊǊƛǎύΣ 
.ƛƭƭƛŜ ŀƴŘ .ƻŘŜƴ WŜũǊŜȅ ό!ǳƎǳǎǘ нлнлύ 

felt by the recipients.  Life and 
situations like this were no big issue 
because we were all grateful of the 
service provided by the rail men and 
the providers of these items which 
made life comfortable for people in 
areas not in the towns.ò 

{ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ 

Merredin CRC is very fortunate to 
have a lot of wonderful volunteers 
who help out with community 
events, Pet Cemetery, Markets, 
Centrelink Agency and day to day 
office jobs.  These volunteers have 
some great ideas which included 
one from our Australia Day 
Breakfast volunteer, Audiene 
McCrae, which was to have a 
debrief of the event and invite all 
the volunteers to come and give 

Listening to the Volunteers 
their feedback on what worked well 
and what could be improved. 

So Friday 19 February, all the 
volunteers were invited to a 
morning tea at the CRC, as a thank 
you and a chance to make 
comments.   

There were lots of suggestions that 
the CRC Committee and Staff will 
take on board and investigate before 
the 2022 Australia Day Breakfast. 
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Police Report  

By Acting Sergeant BENJAMIN 
REID, Merredin Police 

We would like to give the new 
Officer in Charge of the Merredin 
Police Station a big warm 
welcome. Senior Sergeant Heath 
Soutar joins us from Collie Police 
Station. He is looking forward to 
his new posting and is excited to 
meet the community. 

Merredin Police have some great 
Blue Light events approaching 
which will continue throughout the 
year.  If you any ideas for a Blue 
Light event please contact the 
Merredin Police and we can sit 
down for a chat. 

Recently Merredin Police charged 
an adult female with possession of 
1.75kg of Cannabis. This is a 
positive result as it deters this type 
of criminal activity within 
Merredin and can minimise drug 

By LADY RANTHAM 

Tales from the Train. We have a new 
character joining us in today's cast. 
Today we meet Funky and 
Technologically Savvy Grandpa. 
This new entry into the stage of one's 
morning commute is an elderly gent 
who reckons you and your societal 
norms can go hang Thanks ta. He's 
in shiny sneakers with neon trim, 
cargo pants, an admittedly very 
granddad collared polo shirt, but 
sports an Apple watch, cordless 
earphones and is tap tapping away 
(two-fingered) on a flashy slimline 
laptop, peering through specs on a 
string. He has a sports scooter tucked 
under his seat and .... has chosen the 

Tales from the Train 
A modern take on travelling by train 

priority seat! He looks like he's fitter 
(and more effortlessly hip) than 
everyone else in the carriage, but is 
sitting in the priority seating with an 
anorak blocking above from using 
the adjoining seat. This is such a 
delightful juxtaposition of 
contradictions I can't look away. 
Half the things about this guy 
signpost him as Grumpily Entitled 
Senior Citizen and the other half as 
Millennial Skater Boy. It is a joy to 
behold. He is being glared at by Dad 
on His Day Off who has forgotten to 
take the tag off his new shirt and 
would like to sit down, but is 
confused by the rich mixture of 
contradictory cues radiating from the 
priority seats of Carriage 4. 

related offending.  There have been 
a number of burglaries across town 
and we urge people to ensure that 
your doors and windows are locked 
and security screens are in order. 

If you have security cameras and 
wish to register their location with 
the WA Police, please visit Cam-
Map WA. This voluntary program 
enables police to effectively 
identify possible investigative leads 
when a crime is committed in your 
area.  Camera locations are not 
publicly accessible and are secured 
on a database. 

As always you can report any 
suspicious or illegal activity to 
Merredin Police on 9030 0175, 131 
444 or through Crime Stoppers on 
1800 333 000. Anonymous 
information can be reported to 
www.crimestopperswa.com.au. 


