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COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at  23rd March 2021  

Tested  923,448 

Confirmed Cases 931  

Recovered 912  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 10  

COVID-19 in Australia  

WAñCases 931ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 123 ñDeaths 3  

NSWñCases 5,270ñDeaths 54  

NTñCases 106ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 1,422ñDeaths 6  

SAñCases 642ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 234ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 20,483ñDeaths 820  

.ŜƴŎǳōōƛƴ - .ǊǳŎŜ wƻŎƪ - /ƻǊǊƛƎƛƴ - 5ƻƻŘƭŀƪƛƴŜ - YŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴ - aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ - aƻƻǊƛƴŜ wƻŎƪ - aǳƪƛƴōǳŘƛƴ - bŀǊŜƳōŜŜƴ - bǳƴƎŀǊƛƴ - {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /Ǌƻǎǎ - ¢ŀƳƳƛƴ - ¢ǊŀȅƴƛƴƎ - ²Ŝǎǘƻƴƛŀ 
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ófun in the sunô was the perfect 
theme for this yearôs Merredin Show 
with the temperature a warm 34.5o. 

A record crowd attended the 2021 
Show and enjoyed a mix of 
entertainment, some of which had 
been planned for the 2020 Show, had 
COVID not hit and locked us all 
down, and also some brand new and 
never seen before.   

The oval and Recreation Centre 
looked amazing with lots of stalls 
and displays, range of food choices, 
rides and show bags to suit everyone, 
as well as the traditional Exhibition 
section. 

The Show was officially opened by 
Hon Mia Davies MLA, Member for 
the Central Wheatbelt, who 
congratulated the Show Committee 
on all the hard work to put on the 
2021 Show, hoped everyone had a 
great day and thanked the people of 
the Central Wheatbelt for their 
support in last weekendôs election. 

Chairperson Clayton Murray thanked 
the businesses and community for 
supporting this yearôs Show and the 
support from the sponsors, some 
from the cancelled 2020 Show and 
those from this year who gave the 
committee the confidence to think 
big and we did.  Clayton wished 
everyone an enjoyable day. 

MC and previous Show Committee 
Chairperson, Martin Morris spoke 
about Claytonôs dedication, 
commitment and passion to the 
Merredin Show and the enormous 
effort Clayton has contributed to 
coordinating the grounds and the 
sponsorship for the Show for many, 
many years. To acknowledge and 
recognise Claytonôs invaluable 
commitment, the Show Committee 
awarded Clayton Murray Life 

(Continued on page 3) 

Sideshow alley, full of fun 

ófun in the sunô at the 2021 Merredin Show  
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Pizza and Potatoes: To pineapple 
or not to pineapple? 

л-п !Ƴƛǘȅ IŜŀƭǘƘ tƭŀȅƎǊƻǳǇτŎŀƭƭ 
/ƭŀƛǊŜ {ƳƛǘƘ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ŎǎƳƛǘƘϪŀƳƛǘȅƘŜŀƭǘƘΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ 

! /ƘƻƛǊŜŘ ¢ŀǎǘŜς aƻƴŘŀȅǎ тǇƳτ
фǇƳ ŀǘ пт /ƻǊƻƴŀǝƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ /ŀƭƭ 
9ƳƳŀ !ƛǘƪŜƴ лпут орм мст ƻǊ /ƘƭƻŜ 
²ƛƭƭŎƻŎƪǎ  
лпоу уфм тсмΦ 

!ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘτ{ǳƴŘŀȅ 
нуǘƘ {ǘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
tŀǳƭƛƴŜ флпп млтс ƻǊ {ǳ лпнт пмн 
тлфΦ 

.ƻƻǘǎŎƻƻǝƴƎτaƻƴŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ тǇƳ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ǳƳƳƛƴǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΦ  CƛǊǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ 
ŦǊŜŜΦ  .ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘΦ /ŀƭƭ 
!ƴƧƻŜŜƴ ƻƴ флпм оллр ƻǊ ǎŜŜ {ǳŜ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ /ƘŜƳƛǎǘ ƻǊ [ȅƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜΦ 

Dƭƻōŀƭ /ŀǊŀǾŀƴ ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ 5ŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
5ǊǳƳƳƛƴƎτ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /w/Φ рǇƳΥ .ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ŘŀƴŎŜ 
ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  рΦолǇƳΥ ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ ŘǊǳƳƳƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  
сΦллǇƳ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  /ŀƭƭ 
YƛǊǎǘȅ ƻƴ флпм млпмΦ    

aŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜŘτ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ нǇƳτрǇƳΦ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ tŜǘŜǊ aŎ/ǊŀŜ ƻƴ лпнт снр 
лнт ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ !ǊƳȅ /ŀŘŜǘ ¦ƴƛǘ рмлτCƻǊ 
ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
hŶŎŜǊ ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƎŜ нƴŘ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ 
YŀǊƛƴŘŀ {ƳƛǘƘ aƻō лпнт лул фмоΦ  

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ŀƳŜǊŀ /ƭǳōτ9Ƴŀƛƭ 5ŀƛƴŀ 
ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ŀǘ ŘŀƛƴŀǎǳǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘϪ 
ōƛƎǇƻƴŘΦŎƻƳΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘτ{ǳƴŘŀȅǎ 
млŀƳ ƻƴ ¢ƘǊƻǎǎŜƭƭ wƻŀŘΦ  YƛŘǎ /ƭǳōτ
Yτ¸ŜŀǊ с CǊƛŘŀȅǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜǊƳ 
оΦмрǇƳτрΦллǇƳΦ  Dǳȅǎ hƴƭȅ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 
DǊƻǳǇ ¸ŜŀǊ сτ¸ŜŀǊ мнΦ  9ǾŜǊȅ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜǊƳ оΦолǇƳτ
рΦллǇƳΦ wƻǎǎ лпоф фсп пссΦ   

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ DŀǊŘŜƴ 
DǊƻǳǇτŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ WǳƭƛŜ 
bƛŎƻƭŜǩ ƻƴ лпну пмп тсо ƻǊ ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎƎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
/ŜƴǘǊŜτ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ нуǘƘ !ǇǊƛƭ 
рΦолǇƳΦ  

/haa¦bL¢¸ /![9b5!w 
aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ CƛƴŜ !Ǌǘǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅτbŜǿ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ 9ƴǉǳƛǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ лпнф сно лумΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ aǳǎŜǳƳ ϧ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 
{ƻŎƛŜǘȅτbŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 
тǘƘ !ǇǊƛƭ рǇƳΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ wƛƅŜ /ƭǳōτ/ŀƭƭ {ǘŜǾŜ ŦƻǊ 
ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ƻƴ лпст мто троΦ 

aƻƻǊŘƛǘƧ aƛŀ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎτ/ŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘ 
ǳƴǝƭ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǝŎŜΦ  /ŀƭƭ лпнт пмн 
тлфΦ 

tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ .ŀǇǝǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘτ
YŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴ ммŀƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΦ 
tƘ лпор нуп тфсΦ 

tƭŀȅƎǊƻǳǇτ/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ YǊƛǎǘȅ {ƘŀǊǇ ƻƴ 
лплл нпс мноΦ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜτŎŀƭƭ WŜŀƴŜǧŜ CŜƎŀƴ   
ƻƴ лпсл ллн рпо ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ  

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ ¢ŜŀτŜǾŜǊȅ 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŀǘ млŀƳΦ  

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ /ǊŀƊ DǊƻǳǇτ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ 
млŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ  

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ DŜƴǘƭŜ DȅƳτ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ 
нǇƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ 

{ŜǾŜƴǘƘ-Řŀȅ !ŘǾŜƴǝǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘτIŀǎ 
ǊŜ-ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ   /ŀƭƭ лпнф ттл оомΦ 

{ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 
aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴτCŀǘƘŜǊ !ƴŘǊŜǿ .ƻǿǊƻƴΣ 
tƘ  флпм мммуΦ 

¢ŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘτaŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 
млΦлл ς ммΦолΣ ŬǊǎǘ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  

¦ƴƛǝƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘτCƛƊƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ фŀƳ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ /ŀƭƭ лпну мнр смоΦ 

²Ŝǎǘƻƴƛŀ /ǊƻǉǳŜǘ /ƭǳōτ/ŀƭƭ WƻƘƴ 
/ƻǊǎƛƴƛ ƻƴ лпнф пст мтл ƻǊ YŜƛǘƘ 
5ƻǿƴǎōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ƻƴ лпун ппр лпсΦ 

²ƛƭŘƅƻǿŜǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ 
.ǊŀƴŎƘτ/ŀƭƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀƭ IŀǊǇŜǊ ƻƴ 
лпот оуу нфнΦ 

t¦¢ ¸h¦w /haa¦bL¢¸ 9±9b¢ Lb 
¢I9 /haa¦bL¢¸ /![9b5!w  
/ŀƭƭ флпм млпм 

Have your say ¢I9 tIh9bL· 
tǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŦƻǊǘƴƛƎƘǘƭȅ  
ммл .ŀǊǊŀŎƪ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ  aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ                
tƘΥ флпм млпм  CŀȄΥ флпм млпн 

5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ ό! ²99Y .9Chw9 L{{¦9 5!¢9ύ 
!ǊǝŎƭŜǎΥ  рǇƳ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 

!ŘǾŜǊǘǎΥ .ƻƻƪƛƴƎ рǇƳ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 
/ƻǇȅ ŬƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ммŀƳ CǊƛŘŀȅ    
/ƭŀǎǎƛŬŜŘǎΥ млŀƳ aƻƴŘŀȅ 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ флпм млпм 

/ƻƴǘŜƴǘκǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴτYƛǊǎǘȅ wƻŎƘŦƻǊŘ  
ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴϪƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎǊŎΦŎƻƳ 
/ƻƴǘŜƴǘτ5ŜōōƛŜ aƻǊǊƛǎ 
ƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴϪŎǊŎΦƴŜǘΦŀǳ 
!ŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎτ 

ƳŀǊƪŜǝƴƎϪƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎǊŎΦŎƻƳ 
¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9Řƛǝƻƴǎ 
фǘƘ !ǇǊƛƭ ϧ мнǘƘ !ǇǊƛƭ 
тǘƘ aŀȅ ϧ нмǎǘ aŀȅ 

!ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ 
ǿǿǿΦǇƘƻŜƴƛȄƴŜǿǎΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ 

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƴƎ Ϫ слл ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
.ŜƴŎǳōōƛƴΣ .ǊǳŎŜ wƻŎƪΣ /ƻǊǊƛƎƛƴΣ 
5ƻƻŘƭŀƪƛƴŜΣ YŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴΣ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴΣ 
aƻƻǊƛƴŜ wƻŎƪΣ aǳƪƛƴōǳŘƛƴΣ 

bŀǊŜƳōŜŜƴΣ bǳƴƎŀǊƛƴΣ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ǊƻǎǎΣ 
¢ŀƳƳƛƴΣ ¢ǊŀȅƴƛƴƎ ϧ ²ŜǎǘƻƴƛŀΦ 

Shara Cervantes-with Pineapple. 

Annette S Pope-pizza with, potatoes without. 

Skye-maree King-without pineapple on both. 

Meryl Harris-no pineapple please. I love pineapple...but on its own. 

Trudy Carson-pizza with pineapple, potatoes without pineapple.  

Elenore Ritchie-I'm with Trudy. 

Tommossy Moss-pineapple is a sin.  

Rick London-I've spent most of my life in Queensland, so I may be bias when I say, yes, 
pineapple on pizza please. 

Mel Claridge-yes please, I love pineapple. 

Emma Aitken-yes to both. 

Kasey Dc-without. 

Lesley Watson-yes to both. 

Melissa Bergeron-with. 

Tara Carrod-yes. 

Tim Inglis-no pineapple. 

Penny Ann Lee-pizza yes potatoes no. 

Kylie Garwood-pizza yes potatoes no. 

Shelley Jetta-pineapple on both. 

Tara Bailey-without on both. 

 

 

 

 

Marlene King-Thumbs down to 
cat owners who allow their cats 
to roam free at night and have 
loud fights. 

Shara Cervantes-Thumbs up to 
the Merredin Show Committee 
for all the hard work put into 
running a great day. Also to the 
community for supporting the 
show. 

Jill Tennant-Thank you to the 
lovely lady from AIM Dental for 
saving me getting out of the 
wheelie-walker once again and 
bringing my prescription to my 
car.  Bless you. 

Rose Bowen-Thumbs down in 
general to fireworks that terrify 
horses and send dogs running for 
their lives, not to mention 
polluting the atmosphere...much 
nicer to have laser lights and 
music, Son et Lumi®re style. 

 
Heather Giles-Thumbs up to 
everyone who respects our 
elderly drivers.  They are a 
precious part of our community 
and they are entitled to drive 
slowly and carefully. 
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Membership.  The Life Membership 
badge was presented to Clayton by 
Hon Mia Davies MLA. 

The crowd then enjoyed the singing 
by Merredin College Choir who 
performed óMusic Makes the World 
go Roundô, óThere will always be a 
reason to singô and óGet Upô.   

Kenny Pryer, our sound guy did an 
awesome job of keeping the show 
atmosphere energetic and fun!  

The entertainment continued all day 
with local live band The Rat Rods, 
the usual favourites being Birds of 
Prey with special guest Aussie the 
Eagle, Incredible Creatures with all 
the cute animals in the petting zoo 
and Snake exhibition with a chance 
to hold the slithery reptiles.  

Chloe Flockart had a childrenôs 
puppet workshop alongside Lewis 
Horne, who sponsored by Meridian 
Regional Arts Inc, was engaging 
with the community by building 
Lego and chatting about public art.  
A fire performance and some 
awesome mini circus workshops by 
Circus Challenge.  

Some more local talent with 
performances by the Rural Dance 
School and Merredin Bootscooters 
which were enjoyed by all. 

The action kept coming with some 
terrific and entertaining displays of 
skilled riding by the Hard Wired 
Entertainment freestyle motor bikes. 

At 4.30pm the crowd congregated 
around the veranda with excitement 
waiting for the raffle draw.  1st Prize 
$5,000 went to Ticket No 319 - 
Glenn and Kylie Crees, 2nd Prize 
$2,000 Ticket No 420 - Paul 
Dongary and 3rd Prize $1,000 Ticket 
No 485 ï Julie Della Bosca.   

The highlight of the Show for most, 
was Jetpack Entertainment, all the 
way from the east coast of Australia.  
The boys performed 3 shows 
throughout the day and the show 
stopper being the night performance 
at 7.15pm which went hand in hand 

(Continued from page 1) 

ófun in the sunô at the 2021 Merredin Show cont. 

with the fantastic fireworks display.  

With COVID restrictions still in 
place this year, there was a huge 
increase in the workload and the 
Show Committee take this 
opportunity to firstly, acknowledge 
and thank Kirsty Rochford and the 
Merredin CRC staff for all the extra 
work they undertook ensuring the 
Show could go ahead by complying 
with all the COVID plans, permits 
and obligations, which meant 
devoting many, many voluntary 
hours.  One of the obligations was to 
have COVID marshals at float 
parade, gates, building entrances and 
throughout the grounds and the Show 
Committee are extremely thankful to 
all the wonderful community minded 
volunteers who put their hands up to 
take on these roles.  

The Show Committee are also very 
appreciative of the many other 
volunteers who took on an array of 
jobs that without their support, the 
Show could not go ahead, including 
manning of the gates from 7am to 
4pm.  This was the first year the 
tickets were scanned and an eftpos 
machine was available at the gates, 
so it was a very steep learning curve 
for the 20 wonderful volunteers, but 
to their credit, they all rose to the 
challenge brilliantly.  

Overall the Show was a great success 
and the Committee have had some 
very positive feedback. 

The Show Committee aim to make 
the next Show bigger and better and 
therefore welcome any further 
feedback or participation from the 
community.   

If you are not interested in being on 
the Committee, you may like to 

consider taking on a Coordinator role 
or an assistant to a Coordinator.  
Coordinators are assigned to Float 
Parade, Gates, Indoor Stalls, Oval 
Stalls, Raffle, Exhibition, Catering, 
Entertainment, Promotion and 
Marketing, Sponsorship, Grants/
Funding and Grounds (of which 
Clayton Murray is looking for a 
trainee).  

If you would like to submit 
feedback, become involved in the 
Show Committee, a Coordinator or 
assist a Coordinator please email 
administration@merredincrc.com or 
call into the Merredin CRC, we 
would love to hear from you. 

Images courtesy of Grant Stainer. 

¢ƘŜ wŀǘ wƻŘǎ 

IŀǊŘǿƛǊŜŘ 9ƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ {Ƙƻǿ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ tƻƭƛŎŜ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƳǇŜǊ-ŎŀǊ 
ŀŎǝƻƴ 
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ƎŜǘ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǿƛǘƘ !ǳǎǎƛŜ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ {Ƙƻǿ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ [ƛŦŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōŀŘƎŜ ōȅ Iƻƴ aƛŀ 

5ŀǾƛŜǎ  

mailto:administration@merredincrc.com
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Court Report  
8th March 2021 

Kalgoorlie Courthouse 

Beau Champney appeared on a 
charge of possession of prohibited 
drugs with intent to sell or supply 
(Cannabis).  He received a 9 month 
suspended imprisonment order, 
suspended for 12 months. 

Northam Courthouse 

Tennessee Knapp appeared on a 
charge of having no authority to 
drive - cancelled.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Northam on 
the 6th April 2021. 

9th March 2021 

Armadale Courthouse 

Andrew Sayas appeared on charges 
of possessing drug paraphernalia in 
or on which there was a prohibited 
drug or plant, and possession of a 
prohibited drug with intent to sell or 
supply (Methylamphetamine).  He 
was remanded to appear in Perth on 
the 14th May 2021. 

11th March 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Patrick Pickett appeared on charges 
of obscence acts in public, and 2 
counts of unlawful wounding.  He 
was remanded in custody to appear 
in Perth on the 22nd April 2021. 

Darren Fitzpatrick appeared on a 
charge of exceeding 0.08g alcohol 
per 100ml of blood. He was fined 
$1050, ordered to pay costs of 
$248.70, and had his licence 
suspended for a further 9 months. 

12th March 2021 

Midland Courthouse 

Joshua Macri appeared on charges of 
breach of bail (fail to appear soon 
after), and 2 counts of assaulting a 
public officer.  He received an 
intensive supervision order for 9 
months, and was ordered to pay costs 
of $130.50. 

Perth Courthouse 

Lindsay George appeared on charges 
of breach of bail undertaking, breach 
of conditional suspended 
imprisonment order, attempt to 
pervert justice, breach of bail (fail to 
appear soon after), and 8 counts of 
breach of family violence restraining 

order or violence restraining order.  
He was remanded to appear in Perth 
on the 14th May 2021. 

15th March 2021 

Kalgoorlie Courthouse 

Jerrard Johnson appeared on charges 
of having no authority to drive - 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension), and exceeding the speed 
limit between 10 and 19 km/h.  The 
matters were adjourned to appear in 
Kalgoorlie on the 29th March 2021. 

Thomas Oliver appeared on a charge 
of having no authority to drive - 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension).  He was disqualifed 
from driving for 9 months, fined 
$400 and ordered to pay costs of 
$248.70. 

Karl Williams appeared on a charge 
of failing to accompany police to a 
police station or some other place 
and to wait at that place.  He was 
fined $1600, ordered to pay costs of 
$225.90 and had his licence 
suspended for 18 months.  He also 
appeared on  charges of obstructing 
public officers and possessing a 
prohibited drug (Cannabis).  These 
charges were dismissed. 

Christopher Bennett appeared on a 
charge of driving with prescribed 
illicit drug in oral fluid or blood.  He 
was fined $300, ordered to pay costs 
of $248.70 and an analyst fee of 
$185. 

Northam Courthouse 

Christopher Milosz appeared on a 
charge of possession of stolen or 
unlawfully obtained property.  The 
matter was adjourned to appear in 
Northam on the 14th September 
2021. 

Perth Courthouse 

Jayden Fanning appeared on charges 
of stealing, and without lawful 
excuse trespassed on a place.  The 
matters were adjourned to appear in 
Midland on the 30th March 2021. 

19th March 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Ralph Palmer appeared on previous 
charges.  He was remanded to appear 
in Perth on the 9th April 2021. 

Letter to the Editor  

To the Merredin Shire Councillors 

After a lot of talking and also 
receiving written forms of the 
Piazza Survey, I have collected the 
following information. 

First of all thank you for trying 
something new BUT next time 
before making drastic changes, a 
consultation process should have 
been done especially with the 
effected businesses. 

Why was it decided to close the 
main street? 

1. The idea of closing part of 
Barrack Street ï itôs great for a 
few hours only for Special 
occasions, but on the West side, 
to create foot movement in front 
of a variety of shops that are 
often overlooked because they 
are not essential. 

2. A more suitable position for the 
Piazza will be on the green lawn 
in front of the Tourist Bureau, 
with umbrellas, lovely seatings 
made out of the tree logs, a 
lovely feature to look at and 
contemplate could be the horse 
and plough.  The position is 
also near three food outlets and 
the public toilets. 

3. Also another place to create a 
pleasant area to sit is adjacent 
the train station where visitors 
and locals alike, can relax and 
mingle.  It is close to two food 
outlets and few shops. It would 
provide an attraction for train 
travellers who might think that 
Merredin is a lovely place to 
return to. 

4. Revitalise all the rose gardens, 
they are neglected and 
unattractive. 

5. Revitalise the lawns between 

Presentation of personal Survey on the Piazza 

the trees, dead or inexistent grass 
is not a good look for the CBD. 

6. The present Piazza is an 
obstruction for the essential 
shopping for everybody, but 
especially for the Seniors.  It has 
been described to me as a trauma 
to come down the street and do 
the weekly shopping.  Another 
problem is that by not being able 
to have easy access to the shops, 
some Seniors donôt come down 
the street as per their usual 3 or 4 
times a week, this in the long run 
will have an effect on their 
mental health. 

7. To close the main street of a 
small town like Merredin, means 
cutting off the passing traffic.  
The lack of parking bays has 
turned a normal trip down town 
into a nightmare. 

8. This is what has been happening 
ï the caravans are bypassing 
Merredin, the people out of town 
are bypassing Merredin. 

9. The carpark has turned into a 
highway without rules.  The near 
misses of accidents has been 
horrendous. 

10. More seatings with benches 
between the trees all along 
Barrack Street. 

11. Create a nature park in the park, 
revitalise the Childrenôs park, 
itôs boring for teenagers. 

12. Merredin has already plenty of 
public spaces, we donôt need to 
block the main street. 

Great concept, but wrong location. 

Giuliana Nicoletti 

Merredin 

Library Musings  
By WENDY PORTER, 
MERREDIN LIBRARIAN 

Havenôt been into the Merredin 
Library for a while?  Remember we 
add new stock every month, so there 
is always something new.  Here are 
some of the new items. 

óThe Comeback Summer: when 
Smith and Stokes got the magic 
backô by Geoff Lemon is an 
insightful, lively and sharp 
observation of cricket and the 
sporting myth.  The book looks at 
the scandals and the comeback 
through the World Cup and the 
Ashes. 

Do you need new ideas for quilting?  
How about óAdorable animal 
quiltingô by Ingrid Alteneder.  This 
book shows how easy and fun 
quilting can be with simple paper-
piecing patterns including cats, 
turtles, elephants, crocodiles, 
dolphins and zebras.  The book also 

includes information on tools and 
supplies, as well as some instructions 
on paper-piecing with lots of 
pictures. 

óSketching womenô from the master 
artists at Atelier 21 teaches beginners 
how to draw lifelike female figures.  
The book includes 55 step-by-step 
lessons with over 600 illustrations, 
expert advice, dozens of poses and 
easy to understand notes and tips 
including how the skeleton, muscles 
and posture come together to express 
the female form. 

Remember, all Merredin Library 
members have access to free eBooks, 
eMagazines, eAudiobooks, Video 
streaming, online Literacy programs 
and an online Book Club.  Ask 
library staff for more information.  
You can access our catalogue at 
http://library.merredin.wa.gov.au .  
See you soon. 

Letter to the Editor  

Thank you to Merredin 

CRC (Show) Committee  

Thank you to all the people for 
coming to our 2021 Show and all the 
sponsors of the Show. 

Due to COVID-19 we couldnôt have 
a show in 2020 but this yearôs was 
the best show we have ever had. 

Thanks again and good luck for 
2022.               

  Laurel Cookson 

Merredin 

Note: Laurelôs sister Dorothy 
Howard from Perth, had a stall at this 

yearôs show raising money for 
Muscular Dystrophy WA.  Dorothy 

has supported the charity since it 
started in the late 1960s, having 

personal experience with the genetic 
disease.  Dorothy is an author and 
has written books, the third a poetry 

book Celestial Verses through 
Heavenôs Gate. Dorothy was 

awarded City of Nedlands 
Community Citizen of the Year 

2020. 

http://library.merredin.wa.gov.au
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Friendships 

My Thoughts  

ñFriendship. Noun. The state of 
mutual respect, trust and support 
between friends.ò 

The idea of what friendship is has 
always been quite puzzling to me. I 
have never been able to describe why 
it is that some people I just click 
with, and others I donôt. Itôs almost 
like a vibe, maybe a personality 
match, but still I think itôs a little 
strange to just find another human 
and go ñyep, thatôs the one. They 
will be the person whom I have the 
most mutual respect, support and 
trust with.ò Ok maybe thatôs not 
exactly how friendships happen, but 
you understand where Iôm going 
with this. 

Take me and my best friend for 
instance - I met her when I was 15 
years old. We found each other on 
twitter through mutual interests, and 
even though she was 7 years older 
and lived on the other side of the 
country - we bonded instantly and 
became inseparable despite the fact 
that she was from Melbourne and I 
from Perth. 

After we met in person for the first 
time in person, we talked every 
single day. It was unbelievable just 
how much we had in common 
despite being from two completely 
different generations. She had an old 
soul but a big heart, and I just knew 
that she was going to be in my life 
forever.  

Despite this, it was hard to ignore the 
voices over my shoulder who told 
me a long-distance friendship created 
online would never be as valid as a 
friendship with a person youôve 
known since you were 2, or grew up 
with, or lived next door to. Looking 
back now, I canôt help but realise 
how silly that was! 

But the reality of a long-distance 
friendship is that itôs very hard! You 
have to work twice as much to make 
sure you keep in touch and know 
whatôs going on in each otherôs lives 
because you donôt get to see each 
other every day. You donôt get to go 
on fun nights out or just go over to 
each otherôs houses because you can. 
And the hardest part is when you go 
through the worst heartbreak and you 

Kohdee 

Hall 

just want your best friend, they are 
3,500km away. You canôt just get on 
a plane, and you certainly canôt just 
drive to their front doorstep. 

The harsh truth is that as you get 
older, life gets in the way, and 
friendship can fade. But itôs your 
choice whether or not you do 
something about it. My best friend 
and I still talk often, but not as often 
as we should. Our lives took 
different turns, and though itôs not 
easy to accept, I still think about her 
often. In 2.5 months sheôll be flying 
to Perth and standing next to me on 
my wedding day as I marry the love 
of my life, and for that I am so 
grateful. Who would have thought 
that a friendship built from Twitter 
would end up here?! 

I really do believe that we are 
destined to find our friend, soul 
mates just as we are to find our life 
partners, even though I still canôt 
quite find the right words to describe 
what friendship is. For many they 
could search for years and never find 
the person that makes them laugh so 
hard they canôt breathe, or who they 
can tell every secret to and know that 
they are safe. But when you do find 
that person, make sure you hold 
them dear. Even if you canôt explain 
exactly why you chose them, the 
happiness they bring you is what 
really counts.  

Whether you met you friends when 
you were young, lived on the same 
street, went to school or worked 
together, or whether you met online 
in a chat or on a social media 
platform, your friendship is just as 
important as the next. And even 
though you may not talk as often or 
share as many secrets, remember this 
saying - true friends never part. 
Maybe in distance, but never at 
heart.  

Many people believe electric vehicles 
(EVs) are alright for rich city 
dwellers but impractical out in the 
wheatbelt. Itôs thought they donôt 
have sufficient range and there are 
practically no EV chargers outside 
cities. This short story presents 
another view. 

I have a Hyundai Kona EV. It runs 
solely on batteries (itôs not a hybrid). 
I usually charge it at home, on my 
charger, on solar power if charging in 
daylight. Fully charged, the car has a 
range of about 440km, travelling at 
100km/hour, on cruise control, with 
aircon or heater possibly running for 
driver only. EVs vary in their range, 
following a full charge. A few models 
match or exceed my Konaôs range, 
but most have a shorter range (say 
200 ï 300 km). 

Recently I travelled to speak at a 
Perenjori workshop about native 
grasses. Perenjori is about 380km 
from Merredin, depending on route 
taken, so do-able for my car on one 
charge. However, the meeting started 
at 9 am so I decided to stop overnight 
at Dalwallinu, top up the batteries at 
the motel, then go on to Perenjori in 
the morning.  

There are no fast EV chargers en 
route to Perenjori and not even any 
slower chargers. This scarcity of fast 
chargers outside Perth or away from 
the SW coast is an annoyance for EV 
drivers who want to go touring. This 
deficiency should soon be rectified, 
as the WA Governmentôs State EV 
Strategy (Dec 2020) comes into 
effect.  

The only charging option for me on 
this trip was to plug into normal 
power points. These are plentiful, 
although not always easily accessible 
(I take an extension cord). They 
charge very slowly. It would take 
about 27 hours to fully charge from 
flat, but I never allow the batteries to 
get that low. The motel power point 
was a good overnight option, topping 
up my batteries from about half full 
while I dined, then slept.  

At Perenjori, while I was attending 
the workshop, my car was refuelling 
again courtesy of a Perenjori Shire 
power point. 

It was late in the day when the 

Touring the wheatbelt in an EV. 

Letter to the Editor  

workshop finished. Iôm wary of 
running into kangaroos so decided to 
stay again at Dalwallinu, again top 
up the batteries, then have a leisurely 
drive back to Merredin via Wongan 
Hills and Dowerin. 

I travelled a total of 786 km, 
Merredin to Perenjori and return. I 
left home with the car batteries fully 
charged, which costs me $10-$15 
(for around 430 km travel!). 
Charging at the Motel (twice) and at 
Perenjori cost me nothing. I arrived 
home with the batteries about 2/3 
depleted and a remaining range of 
~130km. 

So, are EVs suitable for wheatbelt 
drivers? Yes, of course. You can 
travel around the wheatbelt and 
country WA in an electric vehicle 
without ñrange anxietyò. Unlike my 
route north, there are more chargers 
in country towns south of the Great 
Eastern Highway, including a few 
fast chargers (at Lake Grace, 
Katanning and Kojonup). See 
PlugShare www.plugshare.com/ for 
locations of EV chargers throughout 
Australia and overseas. Depending 
on your route, you may not be able 
to travel long distances in one day. 
This is not necessarily a problem, 
and may even prove beneficial (i.e. 
safer). Plan your route and your 
stops, and take time to explore our 
wonderful state. 

What I saw on my travels: I hadnôt 
been up that way for at least a few 
years so was keen to see the changes. 
I stopped and wandered around 
Koorda, Dalwallinu, and Perenjori 
and, on my return, stopped at 
Wongan Hills, Dowerin and 
Nungarin. Thanks to the plentiful 
recent rain, all those towns and the 
countryside looked great ï green and 
lush, with lots of water in the salt 
lakes. Itôs clear the residents and 
their Councils are taking pride in 
their towns ï with great artwork, 
signage, landscaping, Community 
Gardens, museums and good toilets! 
These towns are very attractive, and 
provide a good range of services. 
The friendly proud residents I spoke 
to told me the only thing their towns 
lack is people! 

Roy Butler 
Merredin 
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Tales from the Rails 

RAIL WA 150 ï 2021 Celebrating 150th Anniversary of Railways in Western Australia 

By JANE PATRONI Chairperson, 
Merredin Railway Museum 

Our visitor numbers swelled at the 
Museum last week with the arrival of 
the medical students and their 
mentors from the Universities of 
Curtin and Notre Dame.  As part of 
their country experience program, 
students were invited to explore the 
Museum and partake in a great 
opportunity to learn about the 
importance of the railway in the 
establishment and mainstay of 
Merredin.   

For some students it was the first 
time they had ventured to the 
Wheatbelt, many being more 
familiar with the cooler and verdant 
environments of the coastal towns.  
For others who were raised in the 
country, the opportunity to share 
information and familiar experiences 
of rural life with their 
contemporaries was an added bonus 
to the visit.   

Of interest, one student commented 
that in previous studies she had 
completed a PhD researching the 
safe working structures within the 
railway system and had worked for 
the Public Transport Authority 

(PTA) in Perth.  She was particularly 
interested in the safe working 
exhibits of the electronic and manual 
Staff and Ticketing systems on 
display.  Staff and Ticket working 
was introduced by the WAGR in 
1886 and remained in daily use for 
almost 100 years.  It was a form of 
regulating the movement of trains to 
avoid a ñhead onò collision.  

When viewing the exhibits in the 
signal box, of particular interest to 
the students was the cane hoop and 
leather pouch used to exchange the 
staff ñon the go.ò  The writer 
recalled being told of an incident that 
apparently happened at Burracoppin 
(circa 1950s) whereby an 
unsuspecting Station Master was 
handed a racehorse goanna in place 
of the Staff as the driver moved the 
train through the station. Not sure 
which party had the last laugh!  

Our visitors left with an appreciation 
of the traditional pathways taken by 
the Aboriginal people over the land 
and a respect for the labours of the 
early pioneers in transforming 
Merredin into what is today a 
modern town for transport and 
commerce. 

Tales from the Train 
A modern take on travelling by train 

 

Police Report  
By Acting Senior Sergeant 
CHRIS THOMPSON, Merredin 
Police 

Hi Readers,  

Merredin Police were kept very 
busy last weekend due to a number 
of alcohol fuelled family violence 
incidents. Some of the victims 
from these incidents required 
hospitalisation for the injuries they 
sustained.  

The offenders for these violent 
offences were arrested by police 
and all are currently remanded in 
custody awaiting future court 
appearances. Unfortunately, these 
types of violent alcohol related 
incidents are becoming too 
common.  The courts and police 
have a no tolerance stance to this 
type of behaviour in our 
community.  

It was great to see the Merredin 
Show up and running again for 
2021. Constable Care was amongst 
the crowd for a short time but 
found the weather a bit on the 
warm side. Police were very 
pleased with the crowd behaviour 
throughout the day and into the 
evening. There was very little 
trouble reported from the event.   

On Sunday 22nd March a very 
intoxicated driver thought it was a 
good idea to drive his vehicle 
around Carrabin and then the 
townsite of Westonia. The driver 
did several burnouts in the middle 
of town before colliding with a 

limestone wall near the front of the 
Westonia Tavern. The force of the 
collision with wall caused a large 
limestone block to be hurled into 
the beer garden narrowly missing 
patrons that were seated there. A 27 
year old male from Moora was 
apprehended and found to more 
than three time over the legal 
alcohol limit with a reading of 
0.188 %. 

The driver was charged with 
number of offences including; DUI, 
dangerous driving, and no authority 
to drive, he will also have to foot 
the bill for the damaged 
wall.  Fortunately, none of the 
tavern patrons were harmed by the 
flying limestone block and rumour 
has it (with credit to the punters) 
that not one drop of beer was spilt! 

As we move into Autumn, it is a 
good time to make sure your 
vehicles are ready for the wet 
weather. Make sure you have 
plenty of tread on your tyres and 
your windscreen wipers are 
working effectively. If you are 
heading down the city, the roads 
will be very greasy with the early 
rains so remember to increase you 
braking distance to keep you safe.  

Donôt forget to set the date on 1st 
May 2021 for the Merredin Blue 
Light Quiz Night at the Merredin 
Regional Community and Leisure 
Centre. The theme is the 80ôs and 
no doubt the fashion will be 
cringeworthy.  

Until next time, take care. 

By LADY RANTHAM 

Squeaker Edition. This morning we 
bagged a seat next to Earnest 
Japanese Student who had 
LadyBeard blasting from her 
earbuds and her rubber soled 
sneakers resting against the seat in 
front. We had the misfortune to jag 
the driver who thinks he's a 
Formula 1 driver and speeds up to 
the extent that the train rocks quite 
violently from side to side on the 
longer stretches. This caused EJS's 

sneakers to make a squeaking sound 
as we wobbled along the Cockburn 
track. Squeak. .... 
squeaksqueaksqueak ...... 
SQUEAKSQUEAKSQUEAK ...... 
squeak. .. HBIIS (Handsome 
Businessman In Impractical Shoes) 
got a fit of the giggles. And I mean 
girly giggles! They would have 
better suited EJS! She left us at 
Murdoch and HBIIS shared my seat 
and left me with a private and 
slightly shame-faced smile at 
Betty's Jetty.  
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By KOHDEE HALL 

More than one hundred community 
members treated their senses to an 
array of exquisite dishes at the 
Merredin Twilight International 
Food Festival on Friday, 19 March 
2021. The Festival kicked off at 
Cummins Theatre at 6pm, with 
representatives from eight different 
countries offering a taste of their 
delicious authentic recipes. 

Within 20 minutes of the doors 
opening, the Theatre was packed 
with people of all ages, who 
gathered around each of the tasting 
stations ready to experience a rich 
culinary experience. Volunteers in 
the community offered a number of 
dishes including Scottish tablet, 
Chinese sweets, Aussie BBQ, 
Japanese sushi, Italian 
profiteroles, Sfinci di san Giuseppe, 
and gnocchi two ways, Mexican 

Another Successful International Food Festival Event 
tacos, and Indian lamb curry.  
Concetta Sulton also returned for the 
second year running with a live 
middle eastern cooking 
demonstration, which the crowd was 
able to try afterwards.  

The Shire would like to thank the 
sponsors of this event, Department of 
Local Government, Sport and 
Cultural Industries and Collgar Wind 
Farm, as well as the cooking and 
serving volunteers on the night. 
Without our wonderful sponsors and 
volunteers, this event would not be 
possible.  


