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By M MARKS—Shire of Merredin  

The Destination Merredin events made for a 
Mother’s Day weekend full of family fun, 
entertainment and laughter. It all began at 
Cummins Theatre on the Friday night with the 
premiere screening of the music videos 
produced by Cummins Kids. The Theatre was 
roaring with excited laughter from kids who 
planned, produced and starred in the films. I 
think there were plenty of giggles coming 

Destination Merredin 2016 

from the parents as well!  

Saturday night saw a fancy cocktail party at 
the Phil Doncon opening night art exhibition. 
More than 60 people attended the exhibition 
and were treated to two live art performances 
by Phil Doncon. One show was presented 
alongside Brian Goddard playing the piano.   

On Mother’s Day, the community came 
together at Roy Little Park for a combined 
church service and white dove release 
courtesy of Wheatbelt White Doves, followed 
by a day of games and the Heritage Markets. 
Highlights of the day included two live art 
performances by Phil Doncon, family photo 
booth run by the lovely girls from Amity 
Health, and a surprise visit by Elmo thanks to 
Crazy Fun Amusement Hire. The Merredin 
Army Cadets worked hard to assist in the 
setup up and pack down of the event.  

The Destination Merredin crew would like to 
thank all of the individuals, community groups 
and businesses who contributed to make the 
weekend a wonderful event for the 
community.  Phil Doncon is a very energetic artist 

Brian Goddard plays the piano at the art exhibition at Cummins 

Suzette Coetzee with her girls Lianie & Reze 
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Community 

Thursday 26th—Saturday 28th May  

GM5FK Golden Coin Trail 

Barrack Street, Merredin 

 

Tuesday 7th June 

Rural in Reach Community Talk—Mental Health 
Illness Series 1—Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD).  CRC 110 Barrack Street 10.15 am—12 
noon. 

 

Friday 10th June 

GM5FK Quiz Night and Auction—Merredin Rec 
Centre 6.30pm—tickets available from Merredin 
CRC $10 each. 

 

Sunday 12th June 

GM5FK Car Rally—contact Deb at the CRC for more 
information 9041 1041 

 

Regular Events 

0—4 Amity Health Playgroup  

Playgroup for 0—4 year olds.  Contact Emma 
Fitzsimons on 9041 0962 or 
efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au 

 

Bootscooting 

Monday nights, 7.30pm until 9.30pm at the Masonic 
Lodge in Coronation St.  First night is free.  
Beginners to advanced.  Come along and have 
some fun.  Call Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see Sue at 
the Chemist or Lyn at the Post Office. 

 

Camera Club 

Meeting 15th June at Merredin Playgroup, opposite 
the pool.  Photos due in 10 days prior (Sunday 
evening).  dainasutherland@bigpond.com 

June theme: Autumn 

 

Merredin Community Singers 

All levels welcome.  Monday nights 7.00pm at the 
Senior’s Centre. 

 

Merredin Museum & Historical Society 

Meets first Wednesday each month, 5.00pm at 
Railway Museum.  All Welcome. 

 

Merredin Senior Men’s Den 

Get-together for Senior Men.  Tuesdays, 9.00am—
noon, Tennis Club rooms, MRC&LC.  Pool, darts, 
bowls, table tennis, etc and morning tea.  Contact 
Trevor on 9041 4313. 

 

Playgroup 

Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 during the school 
term at Throssel Road, opposite the pool.  Contact 
Daina on 0409 089 252. 

 

Seniors Centre Craft Group 

Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, bring your own 
crafts or just come for a chat. 

 

Seniors Centre Morning Tea 

Every Thursday morning at the Seniors Centre.  All 
welcome. 

 

Storytime 

Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the Merredin Library 

 

Tales of Times Past 

All welcome to tell their stories or just listen. 
Mondays 10.00am and the Senior’s Centre.  Free 
morning tea. 

 

Tai Chi 

Thursdays 2.00—3.00pm,  CRC, 110 Barrack Street. 
Contact Kirsty 9041 1041. 

 

Tribal Belly Dancing 

Fun and fitness for all ages and levels of experience.  
Mondays 5.30—7.00pm, 110 Barrack Street. Contact 
Kirsty 90411041. 

Calendar 
Church  

Services 
All Saints Anglican Church 
Corner of Haig Road & South Avenue, 9am Sunday 
Worship (except 4th Sunday), 4th Sunday 11am 
Eucharist, Rev Brett Guthrie 
Su Riley paradmin@westnet.com.au 
 
Roman Catholic Church 
South Avenue, 6.30pm Saturday, 11am Sunday, 
Father Zygmunt Smigowski   
Ph 9041 1118 
 
Church of Christ 
Throssell Road, 10am Sunday Worship and Sunday 
School Ph 0408 484 711 
 
Seventh Day Adventist Church 
Kitchener Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship, 
9.30am Saturday Bible Study 
Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 3056 
 
People’s Baptist Church 
Kellerberrin, 10am Sunday Worship 
Ph 0435 284 796 
 
Revolution Youth 
Church of Christ, Throssell Road 
Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms) 
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167 
 
Merredin Churches Fraternal 
PO Box 463, Merredin,  
Malcolm Clark  9041 5215 
 
Merredin United in Prayer 
Cornerstone Christian Bookshop 
7pm last Thursday of the Month 
 
Uniting Church 
Fifth Street, 9am Sunday Service 
Ph 0457 329 850 

Fortnightly  

110 Barrack Street,  Merredin                

Ph: 9041 1041  Fax: 9041 1042 

Deadlines  

(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE) 

Advertising: Booking 5pm Thursday 

Copy finalised 11am Friday    

Classifieds: 10am Monday 

Articles:  5pm Wednesday 

Contacts:    

Content—Kirsty Rochford 9041 1041 

administration@merredincrc.com 

Advertising— Corey Tucker 9041 1041  

marketing@merredincrc.com 

Upcoming Editions 

10th & 24th June 

8th & 22nd July 

5th & 19th August 

Available as an online subscription, 

www.merredincrc.com 

Tales of Times Past 

When I was teaching, I developed the habit of 

saying to a child who had ‘forgotten’ “you 

have a head like a sieve with the bottom 

pushed out”. 

This saying came back to haunt me later. 

I was teaching principal in charge of a two-

teacher school in a small town.  My class 

consisted of 5 to 8 year old students and I had 

used the infamous statement to most of them.  

One day a new boy arrived so I set the class to 

work and said, “Jethro, I’ll go and get you 

some books.” 

As I went down the corridor towards the store 

room the phone rang so I dealt with that.  Then 

the teacher of the upper class called me into 

his room to show me some good work a 

student had completed.  Consequently I 

completely forgot my original errand. 

As I walked back into my class room, I saw 

the new student sitting at an empty desk and 

remembered why I had left in the first place.  I 

said, “Oh Jethro, I am so sorry I forgot to get 

your books—I’ll get them now.”  As I left the 

room for the second time, a chorus from the 

class echoed behind me, “You’ve got a head 

like a sieve with the bottom pushed out.” 

Later I asked the class, “What is a sieve?”  

They looked at each other blankly and said 

(with much shoulder shrugging), “We don’t 

know!” 

The Phoenix IS NOW 

available outside  

Merredin! 
 

The Phoenix is now available at: 

Puma Tammin Roadhouse 

Kellerberrin News 

Narembeen Rural Newsagency 

And will soon be available at: 

Bruce Rock Newsagency 
 

If you would like to see The Phoenix 

sold in your town, call the CRC on 

9041 1041. 

mailto:dainasutherland@bigpond.com
mailto:paradmin@westnet.com.au
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By SHEREE THOMAS—Shire 
of Narembeen 

On Monday 16th May 2016, the 
Shire of Narembeen was proud to 
host the US Consul General 
Cynthia Griffin. In 2015, Mr 
Craig Gmeiner's Year 9 students 
wrote to the US Consul General 
to show their concern for the 9/11 
event and their ability to show 
remorse and condolence to people 
who have suffered through acts of 
terrorism. It was these letters that 
inspired the diplomat to visit 
Narembeen.  

Gina DeLuis, Acting Shire 
President of the Shire of 
Narembeen said "It was 
wonderful to have the US Consul 
General in Narembeen. For 
someone of her importance to 
visit our community was a great 
coup. Congratulations to Mr 
Gmeiner’s class!”  

“Cynthia was engaging and 

Narembeen hosts US Consul General  

interested in what we do in 
Narembeen and how we do it. 
From riding on the tractor doing 
some seeding with Trevor Sprigg; 
to chatting with local Dr Lines; to 
Carol Currie, the Go Narembeen 
representative, talking about the 
butchers shop, Winstons Meat & 
Provisions; to Tash Hills and 
Maddie Main at IGA, speaking of 
mail runs and how far some 
clients travel from; to Andy 
Hardham at Narembeen 
Hardware chatting about the 
diverse range that is sold in 
there,” said Mrs DeLuis. Of 
course a trip to Narembeen 
wouldn’t be complete without 
having a look at Jordan Sprigg’s 
Hawk sculpture and the new 
Recreation Centre facilities, of 
which the diplomat was most 
impressed.  

The US Consul General, Cynthia 
Griffin said “I was really 
impressed with the sense of 

community in Narembeen, 
everyone was warm, welcoming 
and you could see that folks take 
pride in their town, and schools.”  

“The Shire has asked me to reach 
out to some towns in the US so 
that they may be able to start a 
“sister town” type relationship. 
I’m really excited to be able to 
put them in touch with a 
community in the US that has 
similar industries, histories and 
challenges. It’s really important 
that the U.S. and Australia 
continue to partner to share 
knowledge, experiences and to 
learn from each other”, said the 
US Consul General.  

Craig Gmeiner, teacher at 
Narembeen District High School 
said, “Since 2001, Narembeen 
DHS has been providing a unit on 
terrorism for the Year 9 class. 
After the atrocities of 9/11 it was 
identified by the staff that there 
was a need to educate and inform 
the students as to the reasons 
behind and effects of such acts.”  

“I am proud of how hard the Year 
9/10 class have worked in 
preparation for the visit of the US 
Consul General. That preparation 

The US Consul General experiences seeding in Narembeen with Farmer Trevor Sprigg  

US Consul General meets Student Councillors from Narembeen District High School – 
Jake Garlick and Georgia Atkins  

has shown the students just what 
an exceptional person they had 
coming to talk to them and also 
made them think deeply about the 
topics that they were covering in 
class, expectation was high. What 
the students got was phenomenal. 
“The Consul General sat down 
with the students for forty 
minutes and held their attention 
with ease. She answered 
questions on US History, Counter 
Terrorism, life in the US and 
what her job entails. It wasn't 
however just a delivery from a 
guest speaker, as the Consul 
General engaged the students for 
their opinions and it became a 
conversation about these topics 
rather than a question and answer 
session. She then took a tour of 
the school where she spoke with 
younger students and their 
teachers.”  

“Credit must go to the students, 
our current Year 10’s, who wrote 
letters of such depth and meaning 
that they moved a person of such 
stature to make the time to drive 
out to Narembeen and spend a 
day in our little town,” said Mr 
Gmeiner.  
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My Thoughts 

Do you have something to say?   
Send a “Letter to the Editor” at  
administration@merredincrc.com 

By ESTHER ROBARTSON 

Have you ever stopped to think 
about the fact that we are 
fortunate to live in a town such as 
Merredin?  I’ll admit that I had 
not done much of this thinking 
until recently…..all right, until I 
was asked to write this 
contribution for The Phoenix. 

Of course there are draw backs—
nowhere is perfect—but the 
benefits are there. 

Recently I had to go to Perth for 
some work on my hearing aids. 
(Yes we have an audiologist who 
comes to town to an easy to get to 
venue at the Senior Centre, but I 
have another in Applecross).  The 
9.30am appointment meant 
driving through early morning 
traffic to locate the business.  I 
arrived to find that I needed to 
negotiate two flights of stairs.  As 
I am (to quote a doctor) not in the 
first flush of youth, this took 
some time.  I commented that I 
had thought that a building with a 
lift would be better suited to the 

hearing-aid business only to be 
told, “Management (head office 
personnel in Sydney) chose this 
venue.  Most of our clients are 
between 40 and 60 years of age 
and the stairs are no problem, but 
we will pass on your comments.” 

In contrast to that state of affairs, 
is the attitude of helpful people in 
shops who ask, “Do you want 
some help to put your shopping in 
the car?” Or, a passer-by who 
seeing me lifting a shopping 
trolley back onto the footpath 
says, “Let me help you with that.  
I am going to IGA and will take it 
back for you.” 

As we go about our business here, 
perhaps we could 
look for and 
applaud the 
kindness and 
thoughtfulness of 
folk who provide 
help and a 
pleasant 
atmosphere 
while we are so 
engaged.  Esther Robartson 

By ROBYN MCARTHY 

I have an email enquiry from Mrs 
Sandra Hyde from the UK who 
will be visiting Merredin in 
November. Sandra’s purpose for 
this visit is to trace some early 
memories of her family’s time 
living in Merredin. She is hoping 
that this will jog some memories 
of our older Merredin residents 
so that she may be able to gain 
more information on the people 
and places she remembers as a 
child. If you have any 
information please contact Robyn 
visitor@merredin.wa.gov.au or 
9041 1666 

This is Sandra’s story. 

“I have always wanted to return 
to see where I lived and will be 
spending almost 5 weeks in 
Australia starting on 7 
November.  

My father's name was Richard 
Williams. In 1949 my parents 
and I immigrated to Australia and 
lived on an agricultural research 
station just out of Merredin. We 
had Lithuanian neighbours with 
children named Ludmilla (who 
must be 74 now), Vitalic and 
Titus and I wondered if any of 
them still lived in the area?  I 

Family History Quest  
know this is a long shot. 

I have supplied a photograph of 
the three Lithuanian children but 
I don't have a surname for them.   

My parents used to go to the golf 
club where it was run by people 
called Gishable (this is a phonetic 
spelling), my father used to play 
the saxophone there.  

I am hoping some older Merredin 
residents may know if they are 
still here or where they may be 
now.” 

Lithuanian children Ludmilla, Vitalic and 
Titus 

mailto:visitor@merredin.wa.gov.au
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Court Report 

Disabled Parking 
Problems 

 
I was recently in town doing my 
shopping and was going to the 
Post Office and noticed a car 
parked in the disabled parking 
bay.  The woman who got out of 
the car was a young agile women 
who wasn’t displaying a disabled 
parking permit on her car.  She 
ran into the Post Office and the 
car stayed parked there.  When I 
walked up the street to the 
chemist, I saw a work ute, loaded 
with work gear parked outside the 
chemist, also in the disabled car 
park.  Although I don’t need the 
disabled car parks myself, I have 
friends that do, and they often say 
that there are cars parked there 
who are also not displaying 
disabled parking permits and they 
have to park elsewhere making it 
hard for them to get to the shops.  
It would be really good if people 
didn’t park in these spots unless 
they need them as they are 
preventing a person who needs to 
park there from using it.  Now 
that they have been freshly 
painted, they are very obvious.  
Please be more considerate.  
Anonymous 

10th & 11th May 2016 

Ross Austin was found guilty of 
driving a motor vehicle under the 
influence of alcohol, fined $900, 
ordered to pay costs of $169.10 
and had his licence suspended for 
10 months. 

Andrew Bairstow was convicted of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(cannabis), fined $250 and ordered 
to pay costs of $169.10. 

John Barton was convicted of no 
authority to drive (never held), 
fined $250, ordered to pay costs of 
$169.10 and had his licence 
suspended for 3 months. 

Adam Cox was convicted of 
possessing a prohibited weapon 
and fined $300, he was convicted 
of possessing a prohibited drug 
(cannabis), fined $400 and ordered 
to pay costs of $169.10, and 
convicted of possessing drug 
paraphernalia in or on which there 
was a prohibited drug or plant, 
fined $400 and ordered to pay costs 
of $169.10. 

Lindsey Dadd was found guilty of 
exceeding 0.08g alcohol per 100ml 
of blood, fined $500, ordered to 
pay costs of $169.10 and had his 
licence suspended for 6 months. 

Darren Dimer was convicted of 
damaging property, fined $500 and 
ordered to pay costs of $169.10. 

Andrew Dorizzi was convicted of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(cannabis), fined $250 and ordered 
to pay costs of $169.10. 

Naomi Garlett was convicted of 
common assault, fined $600 and 
ordered to pay costs of $169.10. 

Brian Guess was found guilty of 
exceeding 0.08g alcohol per 100ml 
of blood, fined $1200, ordered to 
pay costs of $169.10 and had his 
licence suspended for 24 months. 

Tony Gutsell was convicted of no 
authority to drive (never held), 
fined $250, ordered to pay costs of 
$169.10 and had her licence 
suspended for 3 months. 

Jack Harris was found guilty of no 
authority to drive—suspended 
(other than fines suspension), 
received a community based order 
for 6 months, had his licence 
suspended for a further 9 months 
and ordered to pay costs of 
$169.10.  He was also found guilty 
of using an unlicensed vehicle on a 
road, received a community based 
order for 6 months and ordered to 
pay a penalty of $243.12. 

Christopher Hartley was convicted 
of no authority to drive—
suspended due to a disqualification 
notice, fined $400, ordered to pay 
costs of $169.10 and had his 
licence suspended for a further 9 
months. 

Howard McCall was convicted of 
exceeding 0.08g of alcohol per 
100ml of blood, fined $650, 
ordered to pay costs of $169.10 
and had his licence suspended for 8 
months. 

Billie-Jo McConnell was convicted 
of exceeding the speed limit in an 
unrestricted area, fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $169.10, 
she was also convicted of no 
authority to drive (fined 
suspended) and fined $300. 

Bradley Nelson was found guilty 
of driving or attempting to drive a 
motor vehicle on a public road with 
a blood alcohol content, fined 
$500, ordered to pay costs of 
$169.10 and had his licence 
suspended for 6 months. 

Samuel Nepia was convicted of 
common assault in circumstances 
of aggravation or racial 
aggravation and fined $600, was 
convicted of possessing drug 
paraphernalia in or on which there 
was a prohibited drug or plant, 
fined $400 and ordered to pay costs 
of $169.10, and again convicted of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited 
drug or plant, fined $400 and 
ordered to pay costs of $169.10. 

Tony Paterson was found guilty of 
exceeding 0.08g of alcohol per 
100ml of blood, fined $550, 
ordered to pay costs of $169.10 

and had his licence suspended for 
7 months. 

Lisette Pieke was convicted of 
unlawful wounding, fined $1500 
and ordered to pay costs of 
$150.80. 

Narelle Robinson was found guilty 
of no authority to drive (fines 
suspended), fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $169.10. 

Kimberley Ross pleaded guilty to 
being the driver of a vehicle 
involved in an accident in which 
property was damaged failed to 
report, fined $400 and ordered to 
pay costs of $169.10. 

Anthony Scrivener was convicted 
of possessing drug paraphernalia in 
or on which there was a prohibited 
drug or plant, fined $500 and 
ordered to pay costs of $169.10, 
convicted of possessing a 
prohibited drug (cannabis), fined 
$500 and ordered to pay costs of 
$169.10 and convicted of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(cannabis), fined $500 and ordered 
to pay costs of $169.10. 

Wayne Ugle was found guilty of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited 
drug or plant, fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $169.10. 

Bonnie Wallam was convicted of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(methylamphetamine), fined $350 
and ordered to pay costs of 
$169.10. 

Stanley Websdale was convicted 
of possessing a prohibited drug 
(amphetamine), fined $550 and 
ordered to pay costs of $169.10. 

Natalie Wilcox was convicted of 
possessing a prohibited drug, fined 
$350 and ordered to pay costs of 
$169.10. 

Michael Winner was found guilty 
of breach of police order, fined 
$500 and ordered to pay costs of 
$88.50. 

Michele Cole was found guilty of 
breach of bail undertaking, fined 
$250, ordered to pay costs of $292 
and forfeiture of bail of $1,000.  
She was also found guilty of 
common assault in circumstances 
of aggravation or racial 
aggravation and received a court 
based order of 6 months. 

Barry Dalgety was found guilty of 
breach of bail undertaking, fined 
$250, ordered to pay costs of $292 
and forfeiture of bond of $1,000.  
He was also found guilty of 
common assault in circumstances 
of aggravation or racial 
aggravation, and received a court 
based order of 6 months. 

Kayleen Riley was found guilty of 
breach of bail (fail to appear soon 
after), fined $250 and ordered to 
pay costs of $292. 

Letter to the Editor 
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By R. BRISTOW-STAGG 

Merredin College students are 
ready to create their own short 
science films after a recent 
workshop in preparation for the 
inaugural Sci Film competition.  

Year ten science students were 
selected for a free workshop with 
multimedia producer Adrian 
Gaspari and science 
communicator Anna Gardiner. 
The workshop was facilitated 
locally by Wheatbelt Science Hub 
(WSH).  

Sci Film is calling on regional 
Australians to show why science 
matters to them in under three 
minutes by entering a short film. 
Films should communicate 
science, tell a story, and inspire.  
“We believe this program will 
have a lasting impact on school-
aged young people, community 
and family members, education 
providers, teachers and young 
adults” said Scitech Science 
Partnerships Director, Simon 
Carroll. 

The workshop explained how film
-making has moved relatively 
recently from a physical process 
based on ‘film’ to a digital one.  
These days most people own 
smart-phones which are capable 

Merredin Set to Showcase Science  
of capturing high quality footage.   
It also highlighted that research is 
just one part of science, with 
communicating science just as 
important. Anna shared her top 
tips for incorporating science 
messages into film- make it 
relevant, memorable and smart.  

Students were then engaged in 
story-boarding before a lively 
session filming and editing. 
Everyone was given a set topic to 
develop and the team were very 
impressed with the creativity the 
students showed in their 
approach. Feedback from the 
students was that the event was 
fun and educational.    

That evening a community 
workshop was also held at 
Merredin Community Resource 
Centre where the team helped 
create a practice short film and 
shared some tips.  

Entries for Sci Film are open until 
July 22 2016 and there are 
resources available on the website 
at www.scifilm.com.au.  A 
special screening of the finalists 
will be held in cinemas in 
Geraldton, Kalgoorlie, Merredin, 
Albany and Busselton during 
National Science Week in 
August.   

“We encourage people across the 
Wheatbelt to have a go at making 
a Sci Film. There is plenty of 
amazing science in our region and 
it would be great to uncover this 
and show it to a wider audience,” 
said Rhiannon Bristow-Stagg 
from Wheatbelt Science Hub. 

WSH commenced work in late 

Adrian Gaspari and Anna Gardiner at Merredin College  

2015 and is a volunteer 
committee of science 
professionals from a range of 
disciplines. With a passion for 
engaging the community in 
STEM activities, they operate 
anywhere in the Wheatbelt they 
have partners and support. More 
information on WSH is available 
at www.wheatbeltscience.org.au 

http://www.scifilm.com.au
http://www.wheatbeltscience.org.au
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‘Keys for Life’ Program 

By DAVID O’NEIL 

The Year 10 students through their Health 
classes this year have been participating in the 
‘Keys for Life’ Program. This program is a 
pre-learner driver’s course that makes students 
aware of the road rules and how important it is 
to be a safe driver. At the end of the program 
students sit for their Learner licence test in 
class.  

Students have also been given talks by the 
RAC and the Paraplegics Benefit Fund (PBF). 
The RAC presentation was full of important 
information that students can use when 
travelling in the car as a passenger and the 
importance of not being distracted whilst 
driving, with a main emphasis placed on not 
driving and texting. Rob from the PBF came 
to talk to students about his personal, highly 
emotional story of how he became a 
paraplegic from a car accident. Students were 
captivated by his presentation which was 
about dispelling the mindset of “It’ll never 
happen to me.”  

The Wheatbelt has the highest rate of car 
crashes and fatalities in Western Australia and 
we at Merredin College are strong supporters 
of the ‘Elephant in the Wheatbelt’ project 
which is about talking about driving habits 
and staying safe on our roads.  

Merredin College Primary 
Assembly  
By LYNNE HERBERT 

Our Year 6 class hosted our Week 4 

Assembly and entertained us with a comedic 

drama performance.  Students were 

hypnotised and put through their paces – 

from being old ladies, comedians, fitness 

Merredin College Kindergarten 
News 
By PAULINE BENNETT 
To celebrate Mother’s Day and say ‘thank 

you’ to Mum for all the wonderful things 

she does to look after us we had a special 

day at Kindergarten. Mum came to play!  

Crazy Hair Day 
By BEVERLEY STANES 
Merredin College primary students held a 

Crazy Hair Day on Friday 20th May. Children 

used the theme of ‘56 red roses’ to crazy up 

their hair and made a gold coin donation to 

participate. In addition secondary students 

were allowed free dress also for a gold coin 

donation. Throughout the day we raised over 

$550 and all proceeds will go to the Cystic 

Fibrosis Foundation.  Cystic Fibrosis (CF) 

primarily affects the lungs and digestive 

system and there is currently no cure. In 

Australia, one in 2,500 babies are born with 

CF. 

 

We know that she doesn’t always have a lot of 
time to ‘just play’ so we treated her to an 
afternoon of fun activities followed by a 
yummy afternoon tea made by us. We 
especially enjoyed decorating cup cakes 
together, but we also painted, glued, 
constructed, created and generally had a great 
time together.  
Mum didn’t have to do any work. We had a 
lovely afternoon. 

instructors and entrants of Australia’s got 

Talent to being Fabio flirting with the Deputy 

Principals.   

We had a record number of students being 

recognised for excellent academics and 

citizenship and the School Captains reminded 

us in their report of how busy we have been 

this term. 
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Social Pages 

Local farmer Phillip Gray and 
accountant Olivia Grigson were 
married on Sunday 24 January 
2016 in Perth. 

Olivia was attended by 
bridesmaids Laura Grigson, 
Megan Anderson and Amy 
Carlshausen, and Phill by 
groomsmen Matthew Gray and 
Cale Beard. 

Olivia's dress was designed and 
made by Perth designer Steph 
Audino and bridesmaids wore 
custom dresses by On A Whim 
design in Leederville.  

Olivia and Phill were married by 
family friend and celebrant 
Leanne Meldrum who added a 
lovely personal touch. Olivia's 
grandfather Harry Rogers played 
a special role as "ring bearer". 
The ceremony was held in the 
Rose Garden at Lamont's Bishops 
House with champagne and 
canapés commencing at the 
conclusion of the ceremony. 

The bridal party had location 
photos taken at the newly opened 

Olivia and Phillip’s Dream Day 
Como the Treasury State 
Building along St Georges 
Terrace by photographer Teneil 
Kable. 

For the reception, guests moved 
to the other side of Lamont's 
Bishops House for a banquet 
style dinner. Shared platters of 
Peking duck, Angus beef and 
snapper were served, with a 
dessert buffet of wedding cake, 
macaroons, meringue kisses and 
rocky road.  

Flowers, ceremony and reception 
styling was co-ordinated by WED 
Style, a business co-owned by 
Olivia's father Craig.  

Guests were entertained by the 
Baker Boys Band until late.  

Olivia and Phill wish to thank 
their parents for all their support 
and encouragement both 
throughout their relationship and 
help in the lead up to the 
wedding, ensuring it was a day 
not to forget. 
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Blessing of the New 
Classroom 

St Mary’s School became a 
single stream school at the 
beginning of 2016. This change 
has allowed there to be one class 
per year level catering for 
students from 3 year olds to Year 
6. It has also made it easier for 
the teaching and learning 
programs to be delivered to the 
one cohort of students at the 
appropriate grade level standard. 

 With the approval of the School 
Board and much planning a new 
classroom was installed on the 

Raising Awareness of 
Cystic Fibrosis 
On Friday 20 May, St Mary’s was 
a sea of red as students dressed in 
red to help awareness and funds 
for Cystic Fibrosis. Cystic 
Fibrosis (CF) primarily effects the 
lungs and digestive system 
because of a malfunction in the 
exocrine system, responsible for 
producing saliva, sweat, tears and 
mucus. On average one in 25 
people carry the GF gene, most of 
whom are unaware that they are 
carriers. This special day raised 
funds of over $600 which is a 
fantastic effort from our small 
generous school community. A 
big thank you to Sybella Tyak-
White and her family for 
organising this event. 

school grounds at the end of 
2015. This new classroom has 
been fitted with the latest 
technology and classroom 
furniture which has been 
purchased with the help of a 
generous donation from Collgar 
Windfarm. The classroom has 
been set up to incorporate 21st 
century learning focusing on 
communication, collaboration 
and innovation. On Friday 20 
May, the new Year 4 classroom 
was officially blessed by Father 
Zyga with some of the School 
Board Members and a 
representative from Collgar 
Windfarm in attendance.  

Mother’s Day 
On Friday 6 May we celebrated 

our first whole school Mass for 

Term 2 with the special 

intentions for our Mothers.  

It was a beautiful Mass where 

Father Zyga and the congregation 

blessed and prayed for all of our 

mothers, grandmothers and future 

mothers, with each one of them 

receiving a prayer card too.  

The Mass was well attended by 

parents, families and friends and 

after the Mass, all mums, 

grandmothers and mother figures 

in our community were invited to 

Life Skills for Life 
The Year 6 students participated 
in the Surf Life Saving program 
‘Life Skills for Life’ on Monday 
16 May. The program is an 
interactive resuscitation 
workshop which equips students 
with the knowledge, skills and 
confidence to effectively respond 
in a first aid or emergency 

situation.  
The students were taught the 
important steps to take in an 
emergency situation and how to 
perform basic CPR.  
They also participated in hands 
on activities using CPR 
mannequins and a training 
defibrillator to assimilate real life 
emergency situations.  

morning tea in the school hall, to 

celebrate Mother’s Day and to 

say thank you for all they do for 

us.  

It was great to see the 

community getting together to 

celebrate our wonderful mums 

and appreciate everything they 

do for us each day. 
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CRC COMMUNITY NEWS 
The CRC is a community owned and managed organisation that supports volunteers, provides events, services, information (government and non-government) and 

facilities for the community which include the Seniors Luncheon, Australia Day Breakfast, Merredin Markets and Pet Cemetery to name a few. 

Ph: 90411041  |  Fax:  90411042   
110 Barrack Street, 

MERREDIN,  WA    
email: merredin@crc.net.au 

Tasting Plate 
As part of Neighbourhood Week 
the Merredin CRC hosted an 
event on Tuesday 10th May, 
through support from Linkwest 
which saw some ladies come and 
experience some new activities 
which included drumming, 
meditation, mandala art and boot-
scooting.  The morning 
concluded with a lunch of Israeli 

cous cous salad, Moroccan 
quinoa salad, nori rolls, rice paper 
rolls, wraps and fruit salad.  
Everyone was brave enough to 
try the dishes which was great to 
see. 

The feedback from the 
participants was very positive and 
so the CRC are looking to hold 
another event later this year. 

Governance Workshop 
Around 25 people representing 
16 community and sporting 
groups attended a Governance 
workshop hosted by the Merredin 
CRC and presented by Linkwest 
on Thursday 12 May at the CRC. 

The Workshop commenced with 
some very useful information on 
the changes to constitutions and 
requirements under the new 
Associations Incorporation Act 
2015.  All incorporated groups 
are urged to learn more about 
these changes to ensure that they 
are meeting legal requirements. 

The presenters then went through 
Principles of Governance, Roles 
and Responsibilities and Legal 
and Financial Responsibilities.   

There were lots of questions from 
the attendees, which initiated 
great discussion. 

This was the third and final 
workshop on Governance.  The 
CRC sourced funding from the 
Department of Regional 
Development to host the three 
workshops and from all the 
feedback they were all very well 
received. 

Upgrade to building 
With funding from Lotterywest 
work has commenced on the 
Merredin CRC which has 
included the installation of new 
lights in the main function room 
and the commencement of an 
Ambulatory toilet. 

The Shire through grant funding 
is having automatic doors 
installed, which will be a huge 
benefit to the CRC’s clients and 
visitors. 

Wheatbelt audiences will be able to enjoy a 

series of music tours and workshops, thanks to 

the State Government’s Regional Touring 

Boost program, funded through Royalties for 

Regions. 

Local Member for Central Wheatbelt Mia 

Davies MLA said the Western Australian 

Music Industry Association had received 

$62,400 towards visits to Bencubbin, 

Nungarin, Quindanning, Kellerberrin, 

Dowerin, Narrogin, Wongan Hills, York, 

Beverley, Toodyay and Merredin. 

Wheatbelt tours will be music to locals’ ears 

Jenny, Tracey and Tara doing Mandala art 

Community and sporting groups at the Governance Workshop 

Installation of the new sliding door 

Markets 
The May markets proved to be a 

great day, the weather trying, but 

not able to deter people.  Gino 

from Gino’s Soft Serve was there 

again and will be back in 

September ready to serve people 

cold treats when the weather is 

hot again.  The June markets will 

be held on the 26th.  Markets 

stalls are only $10 per stall site if 

you book at least a week in 

advance ($15 if you book any 

later than this) and marquees are 

available for hire. We welcome 

any entertainers who would like 

to perform on the day, call Corey 

to arrange this.  We look forward 

to seeing you there. 

A beautiful sunny day for the May 

Markets 

“Tours like this are important in enriching 
local lives and inspiring musicians, young and 
old,” Ms Davies said. 

“The touring circuit will involve 10 visits by 
professional contemporary WA musicians, 
presenting 90 performances and four 
workshops. 

“All up, we expect more than 3000 people to 
see the shows and participate in the 
workshops, with performances at local clubs, 
hotels and performing arts centres.” 

Ms Davies said the tours were especially 
important in encouraging and providing a 

platform for regional musicians to develop 
their skills. 

“Each visit will include performances over a 
three-day weekend, with the touring groups 
joined by local acts during the shows,” she 
said. 

“While in the Great Southern, the WA Music 
Industry Association will link up with the 
Narrogin Musicians Association to run a series 
of community workshops.” 

WAM’s performances and workshops will be 
held from 19 November 2016 through to 18 
June 2017. 
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By KAREN HANSEN 

Anyone affected by cancer in the 
Wheatbelt is being reminded 
about a local cancer support 
service.  

Barbara Brennan, who has a 
background in health, took up the 
role as cancer support  
co-ordinator for Cancer Council 
in the Wheatbelt earlier this year. 
Barbara works with Regional 
Education Officer for the 
Wheatbelt, Karen Hansen.  

“What we hear most often is 
clients telling us; ‘I wish I’d 
known sooner’ about Cancer 
Council services,” she said.  

“I would encourage anyone 
affected and in need of support, 
to get in contact.”  

She said Cancer Council offers a 
range of support services to 
anyone who is affected by a 
cancer diagnosis. 

“It could be information about the 
cancer or the treatments 
available; emotional support or it 
could be financial, practical and 
legal support,” said Barbara.   

Cancer Council can also provide 
accommodation for any regional 
West Australians who need to 
travel to Perth for cancer 
treatment.  

Barbara who lived part time in 
the Avon Valley area for the last 
seven years said she was also 
pleased to have recently become 
a ‘permanent’ local.  

Although she is based at the 
Bridgeley Community Centre in 
Northam, Barbara is also 

Cancer Support on Offer in 
the Wheatbelt 

available to contact and assist all 
clients across the Wheatbelt.  

Cancer Council CEO Susan 
Rooney said support for Cancer 
Council’s Ultimate Lifestyle 
Lottery 
www.ultimatelifestylelottery.com
.au will allow Cancer Council to 
continue its great work across 
research, education and 
prevention programs and support 
services. 

“We are the only charity in WA 
supporting anyone affected by all 
types of cancers, at any stage of 
their journey; from diagnosis, 
through to treatment and 
adjusting to life after cancer,” 
said Mrs Rooney.   

Barbara works part time (Tuesday 
– Thursday) and can be contacted 
in Northam on  
9621 1810. 

Anyone wishing to find out more 
about Cancer Council services 
can contact 13 11 20. 

Karen Hansen and Barbara Brennan of 

Cancer Council 

By M Marks—Shire of Merredin 

The Shire of Merredin is in the 
final stages of a creative and 
meaningful way to combat 
littering in our community. The 
project is to install a unique and 
monumental recycling receptacle 
that will stand in Apex Park, the 
largest children’s park and 
playground in Merredin. 
“Littering has become a major 
problem within some locations 
around town, namely Apex Park 
and along some stretches of major 
public roadways” says Rebecca 
Bowler, Environmental Health 
Officer. The Shire takes littering 
very seriously and is conscious of 
the effects it has on the aesthetics 
of the town. This project aims not 
only to combat littering, but to 
promote recycling in a fun way 
and to educate the community on 
the long term positive impact that 
they can have on the environment 
as individuals.  

The project is funded by a 
Beverage Container Community 
Recycling Grant awarded by Keep 
Australia Beautiful which is one 
of 8 grants awarded in Western 
Australia.  

To carry out the project the Shire 

have commissioned Karni 
Engineering, a Merredin based 
engineering company to construct 
a large metal sheep that will form 
the structure of the recycling 
receptacle. “We have chosen a 
sheep for its significance to the 
Wheatbelt region” says Bowler. 
The metal sheep stands at nearly 2 
metres high and is coloured bright 
red. Shire staff has nicknamed the 
sheep ‘Toddy’ after his creator, 
Todd, from Karni Engineering. 
“Toddy” is constructed with metal 
mesh, with several openings to 
allow the deposit of empty 
recyclable beverage containers 
such as cans and bottles to 
encourage the community to fill 
the structure with recyclables. The 
recyclables will be collected 
periodically and rather than put 
into landfill, they will be sent to a 
Materials Recycling Facility for 
sorting and processing. 

Toddy will be accompanied by 
educational signage to teach 
community members on what can 
and can’t be recycled, as well as 
what happens to recyclables once 
collected.  

“Toddy” is scheduled for 
installation in Apex Park in June 
2016. 

Toddy the Litter Battling Sheep 

http://www.ultimatelifestylelottery.com.au
http://www.ultimatelifestylelottery.com.au
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By CHRIS VAN DER MERWE 

Chain and Bar oil 

A customer has asked why they 

need to use chain and bar oil as 

opposed to engine oil to lubricate 

the chain on a chainsaw. Chain 

and bar oils special formula helps 

to reduce wear on chains, bars 

and sprockets. This special tacky 

formula resists being flung off the 

chain during operation, therefore 

Chris’s Corner 
providing better lubrication and 

less oil usage.  Engine oils do not 

have this tacky formula so the 

lubrication will be less effective. 

Each issue I will be providing 

information related to outdoor 

power equipment.  If you have a 

question you would like 

answered about your lawnmower, 

chainsaw, line trimmer or other 

piece of equipment just email it to 

chris@merredinmowers.com.au. 

By M MARKS—Shire of Merredin 

The Wool Bale Planters have 
been constructed and the flowers 
are growing. Now it is time for 
Stage 2 of the Wool Bale Planter 
Project where information will be 
gathered and compiled to share 
the stories and history of 
Merredin’s local farming 
families. We are still also seeking 
enthusiastic gardeners to help 
grown and maintain the planter 
flowers. 

If you are interested in displaying 
your family’s wool brand and 
farm history please contact 
Marilyn Sayers on 9041 1611 or 
project1@merredin.wa.gov.au  

Wool Bale Planters 
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MEDIA RELEASE 

Central Regional TAFE is your local State 
Government provider of vocational education 
and training across the Mid West, Gascoyne, 
Goldfields and Wheatbelt regions of Western 
Australia.   

The college has a solid platform from which to 
build on its past achievements, enhance and 
evolve its products and services, and grow its 
student and client base. 

By leveraging off the great strengths of the 
former Durack Institute of Technology, 
Goldfields Institute of Technology and CY 
O’Connor Institute, the merger of these three 
organisations will create a stronger TAFE 
presence across a significant part of the state.  

Central Regional TAFE has campuses from 
Northam in the south and Wiluna in the east, 
to Exmouth in the north. Additional campuses 
are at Carnarvon, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie, 
Merredin and Moora. 

The Geraldton campus will be the primary 
location for the college’s interim Managing 
Director Bill Swetman. Corporate executive 
staff will be situated at the major campuses to 
maintain a strong staff presence at these 
locations. 

“These positions will be part of the TAFE 
College Corporate Executive, which will 
provide assistance to the Governing Council 

Central Regional TAFE Strengthens Vocational Education and Training  
and collaborate with industry and communities 
throughout the region,” Mr Swetman said.  

“The college’s new Governing Council will 
meet in Northam next week to formalise the 
college’s commitment to expanding training 
services across the region. The Governing 
Council will rotate their meetings through 
each of the college’s campuses to develop a 
close understanding of the needs of business 
and communities across the Mid West, 
Gascoyne, Goldfields and Wheatbelt.  

“In addition, the new Executive team has met 
and established some underpinning principles 
for growing the TAFE business, and 
improving training access for people across a 
dispersed geographic area.” 

The TAFE college will be a major contributor 
to economic development in the region, with 
more than 400 staff and about 10,000 students 
studying across a suite of 220 courses. There 
will be further opportunity to enhance 
workforce development, with an increase in 
online and flexible delivery and the growing 
needs of the Health and Community Services 
industry.  

Central Regional TAFE will continue to be a 
leader in Maritime studies, Agriculture, Land 
Management, Mining and Nursing.  

Mr Swetman said as the Central Regional 
TAFE delivery region grew, the college would 
grow to meet the changing needs of the region. 

“Our larger operation will allow us to focus on 

quality in training and assessment,” he said. 

“Through increased collaboration with the 

other four colleges across the state we will 

have access to a wide range of support 

services and shared quality assurance 

mechanisms.”   

Mr Swetman said Central Regional TAFE 

would continue to put students, industry 

partners and strong links with community at 

the forefront of activities. 

“The establishment of Central Regional TAFE 

is an exciting time for the people of the Mid 

West, Gascoyne, Goldfields and Wheatbelt,” 

he said. 

“Our new college will be bigger and stronger, 

and is committed to ensuring we deliver on the 

training and workforce development needs of 

our region.  

“Through the period of merger we are 

continuing to deliver high quality programs 

with skilled, knowledgeable and dedicated 

staff.”  

Mr Swetman said the college was keen to hear 

from industries and communities who would 

like to discuss how Central Regional TAFE 

could better meet their needs for training 

services. 

24th June 2016 
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By KIRSTY ROCHFORD 
Recently I made a Moroccan Quinoa Salad as 
part of a health workshop, most of the people 
who tried it really enjoyed it, but as it’s not 
something most people have tried, the 
conversation naturally came around to ‘what’s 
quinoa anyway?” So here’s a little something 
about quinoa. 
1. Firstly, it’s pronounced ‘KEEN-wah’, not 

as it’s spelled.  And with so many ‘new age 
foodies’ calling it a ‘super food’ it’s easy 
to dismiss as just another fad.  However, 
it’s well worth giving a shot because of all 
the health benefits. 

2. It’s full of healthy goodness!  Copper, 
Vitamin E, folate, zinc, phosphorus, fibre, 
manganese, magnesium, potassium, iron, 
B1, B2, B3, B6, calcium, omega-3, etc etc, 
it’s so good for you! 

3. It contains anti-inflammatory properties, 
and is also an antioxidant and lowers your 
cholesterol.  

4. It tastes great.  Slightly nutty and grainy 
and very filling.  It can be used in salads, 
cereal, breads, cakes, soups, fritters, sushi, 
meatballs and pretty much anything! 

5. It’s a complete protein.  Quinoa is one of 
the only plant foods that can boast being a 
complete protein.  Good news for the 
vegetarians among us who understand this 
battle. 

6. It’s gluten free. Quinoa can be purchased 
as flakes, puffed, rolled, flour etc so great 
news for the gluten intolerant. 

7. It comes in different colours.  This means 
you can make some really interesting 
different dishes with it and never get bored. 

7.  It looks like a grain but is actually a seed 
so is much healthier than your average 
grain. 

8. It’s low GI, great news for your blood 
sugar levels and if you are trying to lose 
weight or are diabetic. 

So what’s QUINOA anyway? 
Roasted Pumpkin and Quinoa Salad 

Ingredients 

 500g butternut pumpkin, peeled, cut into 2.5cm 

cubes 

 1 tablespoon extra virgin olive oil 

 2 teaspoons Moroccan seasoning 

 3/4 cup quinoa, rinsed, drained 

 2 tablespoons lemon juice 

 1 tablespoons lemon juice 

 1 tablespoon finely chopped preserved lemon or 

lemon zest 

 1/2 cup fresh coriander leaves 

 Pink Himalayan salt to season 

 

Method 

1. Preheat oven to 200c fan-forced.  Place 

pumpkin, oil and seasoning in a bowl.  Toss to 

coat.  Transfer to a baking tray lined with baking 

paper.  Roast for 20—25 minutes, turning once, 

or until golden and tender. 

2. Meanwhile, place quinoa and 1/12 cups cold 

water in a saucepan over high heat.  Cover.  

Bring to the boil.  Reduce heat to low.  Simmer 

for 10 to 12 minutes or until liquid is absorbed. 

3. Place quinoa in a heatproof bowl.  Add pumpkin, 

lemon juice, preserved lemon and coriander.  

Season with salt and pepper.  Toss gently to 

combine.  Serve.  

Chicken and Quinoa Soup 

Ingredients 

 1.3kg chicken 

 1 leek, white part only, sliced 

 3 celery sticks, coarsely chopped 

 10 black peppercorns 

 4 garlic cloves, peeled 

 Handful fresh parsley 

 100g (1/2 cup) quinoa, rinsed and drained 

 1 large carrot, peeled, finely chopped 

 1 large zucchini, trimmed, finely chopped 

 75 g baby spinach leaves 
 

Method 

1. Rinse chicken cavity.  Place in a large saucepan 
with the leek, celery, peppercorns, garlic and 
parsley.  Cover with cold water.  Slowly bring to 
boil over medium heat.  Skim fat from surface.  
Reduce heat to low.  Partially cover.  Simmer for 
1 hour.  Remove chicken.  Set aside to cool 
slightly.  Simmer stock for a further 15 minutes 
to develop the flavours. 

2. Strain stock through a sieve over a bowl, discard 
solids.  When chicken is cool enough to handle, 
remove and discard skin and bones.  Shred meat 
from breasts and thighs and set aside.   

3. Place 1.5L of the stock in a saucepan over high 
heat.  Bring to boil.  Reduce heat to medium.  
Add quinoa.  Simmer for 15 minutes or until 
tender.  Add carrot, zucchini and shredded 
chicken.  Simmer for 5 minutes or until vegies 
are tender.  Stir through spinach until it wilts.  
Season.  
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By KAT WHITE 

My son has Cystic Fibrosis (CF).  A life 

shortening genetic illness that affects the 

whole body, mainly the respiratory and 

digestive systems. He is two and a half and 

visits PMH on a regular basis. He takes lots 

of medicine to keep him well. Last year he 

(and I) spent three months in hospital while 

he was on IV antibiotics to clear infections 

in his lungs. He wakes most nights with 

tummy aches.  

We are well supported by PMH and Cystic 

Fibrosis WA. They educate us, look after 

our health, answer our questions and raise 

awareness about CF.  

May is Cystic Fibrosis' major fundraising 

month. We try to raise funds and awareness 

across Australia to support our little guys.   

Support for Royce 

Big sister Sybella Tyak White with Royce and friend 

Hannah Hutchings 

This year my daughter Sybella decided she 

wanted to help her brother. She spoke to her 

principal, Mr Rose and together they planned 

a 'wear red for CF' day at St Marys school. 

Sybella wrote a wonderful article outlining 

what CF is and that she wanted to raise 

money for Cystic Fibrosis WA to help them 

support families like hers.  

Unbeknown to us the Merredin College had 

also planned a fundraiser to support Cystic 

Fibrosis.  

On Friday the 20th May we turned the town 

red!!! My Facebook news feed was filled with 

pictures of crazy red hair as Merredin College 

students prepared for their fundraiser. The 

high school had a free dress day to raise 

funds, dedicated to the recent loss of one of 

their friends with CF.  When we arrived at St 

Marys that morning we were amongst a sea of 

red. Everyone had dressed up to show their 

support!   In fact over $600 was raised at St 

Mary’s on the day. I am so grateful to live in 

such a wonderful supportive town.  

By GRANT STAINER 
An “ordinary or mundane” object was the theme 
for the Merredin Camera Club’s May meeting, 
and it showed that even the simplest things can be 
very interesting. 
Eighteen photos of ordinary/mundane objects 
filled the theme section, and another 18 photos 
were entered in the open section.  
The judge this month was Bunbury’s Denise 
Aitken, who has judged a variety of photographic 
competitions.  
In the theme section Mrs Aitken awarded gold to 
Kate Caughey’s “Empty glasses”, silver to Kate 
Caughey’s “Mailbox”, and bronzes to four 
different people’s photos.  
In the open section, Mrs Aitken awarded gold to 
Caryn Adamson’s “Hungry slug”, silver to 
Margret Schell’s “Mum” and Megan Simmonds’ 

Making “ordinary” interesting 
“Charge”, and several bronzes. 
Club members voted similarly to Mrs Aitken, 
giving first place to Kate Caughey’s “Empty 
glasses”, equal second place to Caryn Adamson’s 
“Spoon and fork” and Pippa DeLacy’s “Daily 
reading”, and equal third place to Daina 
Sutherland’s “Chalk” and Sally Robson-Thomas’ 
“In the kitchen”.  
In the open section, club members awarded first 
place to Kate Caughey’s “Seeding sunset”, 
second place to Diane Last’s “White birds”, and 
third place to Megan Simmonds’ “Charge”. 
The Merredin Camera Club holds it’s meetings at 
the Merredin Playgroup building on Throssell 
Road, and will have it’s next meeting on 
Wednesday 15 June 2016, where the theme is 
“autumn”.  
Email dainasutherland@bigpond.com for more 
information about the Merredin Camera Club. 

Empty Glasses by Kate Caughey 

Spoon and fork by Caryn Adamson 

Chalk by Daina Sutherland 



20          MERREDIN COMMUNITY & REGIONAL NEWS  Friday, May 27th, 2016 

By PAM FORBES 

Judy and Eric Doncon celebrated 

their Golden Wedding 

Anniversary on Saturday 16th 

April. 

To mark the occasion, a party 

was held at their farm, The Pines. 

Judy sent out invitations and 

about 30 people came to help 

them celebrate.  The guests were 

old friends from school and 

farming days, including the Best 

Man and his wife, who came all 

the way from Geraldton.  The 

weather was delightful, which 

was really good as it had been 

cold and wet in the previous days, 

so we were all able to sit outside 

Golden Wedding Anniversary 
on the wide verandahs and enjoy 

chatting with old friends. 

Greg made a delicious punch the 

original way by starting the 

recipe with cold tea. It was very 

popular.  

Judy had decided that a barbecue 

lunch would be the best option, as 

most of the guests were, as Judy 

said, “Over 80-year-old farmers 

and their wives.”  So the family 

got into gear and organised it.  

Many of the women were school 

friends of Judy’s so, as you can 

imagine, there was lots to talk 

about.  Greg was the barbecue 

chef and Jenny and the girls had 

prepared the salads.  There was 

By M MARKS—Shire of Merredin 

Plans for an exciting event 

celebrating Merredin’s Italian 

families and their heritage are 

underway.  ‘Festa Italiana’ events 

will take place on the 14th, 15th 

and 16th of October and will 

include family activities such as 

the Elder’s Golden Sausage 

competition, dinner and show, 

games, sports and lots of 

delicious food!  

An important element of the 

festival will be the celebration of 

the Italian families in our 

community and sharing the 

stories of the family’s heritage, 

traditions and significant life 

moments. We are calling on all 

Italian families to share their 

stories with us and the 

community by contacting 

Marilyn Sayers on 9041 1611. 

Seeking Italian 
Family History plenty of really good food.  Well 

done, all. 

The delicious cake was made by 

Succulent Foods, Kellerberrin, 

and decorated by Judy’s old 

friend, Margaret Murfett. 

Judy would like to thank the 

family, Julie Townrow who 

loaned the barbecue, chairs, 

tables and cutlery and all the 

guests who brought food and 

helped to make the occasion the 

success that it was. 

Congratulations to Judy and Eric 

on reaching such a milestone—50 

years together is really a 

wonderful achievement. 
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By BEVERLEY STANES 

Every two or three years, the 
Minister for Education announces 
a new opportunity for schools to 
apply for IPS status. Currently 
Merredin College is not an 
Independent Public School. 2016 
is the next opportunity to apply 
for IPS status and this was 
announced in Term 1. This year, 
there is an opportunity for up to 
50 schools to become Independent 
Public Schools for 2017. It 
appears about 120 schools plan to 
apply this year. There is no 
guarantee that there will be further 
opportunities. 

For a school to apply for IPS 
status they must: 

 Demonstrate the capacity to 
assume greater autonomy 

 Show that they have the support 
of the school community 

 Attend the information session 
and two Development Days 

The purpose of the information 
below is to increase the 
knowledge of the Merredin 
community before the 
consultation process begins.  

What is an IPS school? 

IPS is an acronym for 
Independent Public School which 
is a government school with the 
ability to make more of its own 
decisions within some limits. It is 
not a private school.  An IPS 
school must abide by all of the 
government legislation and 
Departmental policies which non-
IPS schools are bound by. For 
example: the curriculum is still 
overseen by the School, 
Curriculum and Standards 
Authority. Administrators must 
ensure that they comply with the 
industrial agreements for all of the 
staff they employ.  Staff cannot be 
paid less or made to work longer 
hours. Parents cannot be charged 
higher contributions or charges.  

How Many IPS Schools are 
There? 

More than 70 per cent of W.A. 
government school teachers and 
students (445 schools) are in IPS 
schools. Locally Kellerberrin, 
Mukinbudin and Narembeen DHS 
are IPS. There is a strong 
possibility that others in our 
region will apply this year. IPS 
schools have total freedom to 
select their own staff (within the 
rules). For every position that 
becomes available in non- IPS 
schools like Merredin, we must 
first accept any redeployees who 
may be available. This does not 

Proposal for Merredin College to Apply for Independent  
Public School (IPS) Status 

happen for IPS schools. This 
especially impacts on our fixed 
term staff who have no confidence 
at the end of each year that we 
will be able to provide them with 
a position at Merredin College. 
We have limited ability to select 
our own staff being non-IPS. 

What are the advantages of 
becoming IPS for our students? 

 The ability to select our own 
teachers and Education 
Assistants means we can select 
the best available staff for our 
students. 

 Being IPS provides an ability to 
positively brand the school. 
There is a perception that IPS is 
better than non-IPS. This may 
enable Merredin College to 
attract more students and 
teachers. 

 Improved motivation of staff. 
The difference between an IPS 
and a non-IPS school can be 
likened to the difference 
between working for yourself in 
your own business and working 
for someone else.  Working for 
yourself where you make your 
own decisions but also wear the 
consequences (IPS) means that 
staff are more motivated to 
succeed. 

 The community has a greater 
say in the direction of the 
school through the School 
Council/Board. The School 
Board assumes much greater 
responsibility in the governance 
of the school. They cannot hire 
or fire but can have more than a 
“rubber stamp” say in decisions 
made at strategic level. 

 The school is externally 
reviewed every three years and 
this can only be a good thing 
for students. 

 The principal is directly 
accountable to the Director 
General of Education. 

What process must be followed 
to apply for IPS? 

The principal and members of the 
School Council must attend an 
IPS Information Day and two IPS 
Development Days. Whilst this is 
occurring, the principal and 
members of the Leadership Team 
must consult with the school 
community to determine levels of 
support for IPS. 

In addition we must survey the 
School Council and members of 
the wider school community to 
assess areas of strength and areas 
requiring improvement with 
respect to School Council 

governance. Both staff and 
parents were provided with a link 
to a very short survey to assess 
their knowledge of the 
membership and role of the 
School Council.  This was 
provided by email, Facebook and 
on school IPads. Students 
surveyed parents/carers as they 
entered the school grounds and 
during recent assemblies. On 
Monday 23 May, the School 
Council held a special meeting to 
determine the focus areas based 
on the information gained from 
their own more in-depth self-
analysis as well as survey results 
for the staff and wider 
community. Strategies were 
brainstormed and a plan devised 
to improve aspects of School 
Council governance. This will be 
taken to the next IPS 
Development Day on 9 June.   

As principal, I am holding 
consultation meetings with 
parents and staff to find out if the 
community is keen for me to 
proceed with an application for 
IPS status. I have spoken to 
parents in the following forums – 
at School Council and P&C, and 
following both the primary and 

secondary assemblies. I have a 
meeting with the Merredin Shire 
Councillors on 21 June and am 
presently arranging a meeting 
with the Wheatbelt Business 
Network. Any community 
member/group who has particular 
IPS questions should feel free to 
convene a meeting with me at any 
time.  

Proposed parent meetings are: 
Wednesday 1 June at 5 pm 
(Merredin College Library) and 
Thursday 2 June at 9 am 
(Primary Staffroom at school). 
All are welcome and encouraged 
to attend. I have conducted some 
meetings with staff and have 
further meetings planned for the 
next few weeks.  

Should the school community 
decide that they would like me to 
proceed in applying for IPS, the 
selection meeting will be held in 
Narrogin on 4 August. As you can 
see the timeline is quite short. 

Members of the broader school 
community can support our 
school’s application by 
participating in meetings and 
surveys that are designed to assess 
community support. 
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By M MARKS-Shire of Merredin 

The Western Australian Regional 
Achievement and Community 
Awards have been launched for 
2016. These awards highlight the 
people who are passionate and 
committed to making regional 
Western Australia a better place 
to live.  
Members of the community can 
nominate an individual, business 
or group for one of eleven Award 
categories. 
 “If you know someone who has 
provided support and made a real 
difference in your life, why not 
give them a pat on the back and 
nominate them for an award,” 
Shire President Ken Hooper says, 
“It would be great for our 

WA Regional Achievement and 

Community Awards 2016 
community contributors to be 
showcased in these Awards.” 
Each category winner will receive 
a $2,000 Awards prize from 
Foundation Partner, 
Commonwealth Bank and a 
trophy.  
One of the eleven category 
winners will be selected as the 
Department of Regional 
Development Overall State 
Winner and will receive an 
additional $2,000 Award prize 
from Commonwealth Bank and a 
hand crafted State trophy.

To nominate visit:

www.awardsaustralia.com  
Nominations close Wednesday 3rd 
August 2016. 
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Trades 
CABINET MAKING 

EARTH MOVING 

PLASTERING 

PEST CONTROL 

CARPENTRY 

GLASS SERVICES CLEANER 

EARTH MOVING 

ELECTRICIAN 

PEST CONTROL 

PLUMBER 
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By TARA CARROD 

Avon Youth held a Youth Art 

Competition as part of 2016 

National Youth Week  and there 

have been some great entries 

from Merredin Youth. 

It was great to see the youth step 

out of their comfort zone and get 

creative, then to take a risk and 

Avon Youth Art Competition 

Youth Art Competition winners, Sandrina Nunesca, Ashton Little and Chloe Coomber 

enter an Art competition which 

can be fairly daunting on its own. 

Congratulations to our three 

winners Sandrina Nunesca 12, 

Ashton Little 13, Chloe Coomber 

15.  

All the winners won a $200 

Target gift card and were very 

happy with their winnings.  

By GRANT STAINER 

Around 50 people recently came 
to listen to adventurer 
extraordinaire Tara Mulvany talk 
about her 2015 circumnavigation 
of the Svalbard Islands by kayak, 
and were inspired and enthralled 
by her tales of daring in the face 
of such a harsh environment.  

Tara Mulvany began by talking 
about her chance meeting with 
Canadian Jaime Sharp during one 
of her New Zealand adventures. 
Looking for a new challenge, they 
decided to do Norway’s Svalbard 
Islands.  

Adventurer visits Merredin 
After much organisation, Tara, 
Jaime and Norwegian “PJ” set off 
on their journey.  

One of the biggest risks were 
polar bears. Early in their trip, 
Tara woke in her tent to find a 
polar bear standing on her feet. 
Tara objected to “playing 
footsies” with the polar bear, and 
they managed to scare it off. On 
the way out as it ran away, the 
polar bear triggered the double 
trip wires that they had set around 
their tent. It had snuck past the 
trip wires on the way in.  

This was a wake up call to them, 
and from then on, each night they 
did polar bear watch in two hour 
shifts. They were able to see the 
polar bears even at ‘night’ due to 
the 24 hour daylight.  

Apart from polar bears, they also 
came across a variety of other 
artic wildlife, including arctic 
terns, arctic foxes, reindeer, and 
lots of birds.  

During their journey, they by 
chance came across a team of 5 
Norwegians who were also 
attempting to be the first to kayak 
around Svalbard. Tara’s team and 
the Norwegian team ended up 

Tara Mulvany with a polar bear in 

Svalbard (photo supplied by Dana 

Mulvany) Tara Mulvany (right) with some inspired attendees (photo by Grant Stainer) 

leapfrogging each other in their 
journeys multiple times.  

One particular night, they were 
harassed by so many polar bears 
that they used half of their 
ammunition and bangers in that 
one night, and ultimately had to 
abandon that camping location.  

After 71 days and 2,200 km, 
Tara’s team completed the first 
ever kayak circumnavigation of 
Svalbard, five days ahead of 
Team Norway.  

In the question and answer 
session at the end, it was asked 
how you go to the toilet when 

you are kayaking on the ocean. 
Tara’s answer was that you put 
one foot on the seat of your 
kayak, the other foot on your 
colleagues’ kayak, and then aim 
between the two kayaks! You 
would want to have good balance 
when doing that! 

Merredin Shire’s Marilyn Sayers 
said that Tara’s journey was a 
good demonstration of 
commitment to a task, 
perseverance and resilience, and 
is a good example of what can be 
achieved when you have these 
characteristics.  
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CLASSIFIEDS 

For Sale (Under $500) 
Advertising for non-business items under 

$500 is FREE 

Wanted to Buy 

Cash paid FJ Panel Van or similar running or not, 

wanted for restoration.  Phone Barry on 0468518528. 

Public Notices Positions Vacant 
Merredin and Districts Agricultural Society AGM 
Monday June 13th at 7pm. 110 Barrack Street, Merredin 
CRC.  All welcome.  Call 9041 1041 for more 
information. 

TV Cabinet $10, TV Cabinet $100, Computer desk $40, 

coffee machine & grinder $50.  Call 0455 566 306. 

Double Bed and mattress, no head board.  Buyer to 

take away. $100 Call 9041 2062  

The Merredin and Districts Farm Improvement Group 

(MADFIG) recently formed to address agricultural 

research, development and business issues in the eastern 

Wheatbelt. 
 

In order to grow the membership and further develop 

research programs and activities, they are seeking a 

part-time Administration Officer. Knowledge and 

experience in agriculture is desirable though not 

essential. 
 

This paid position includes the following roles: 

- Organising & attending monthly committee meetings 

-  Managing group communications 

- Co-ordinating and managing key events 

-  Other administrative duties 

 

For further information and remuneration details please 

contact Nic McGregor on 0447 996 430 or 

nmcgregor@agvise.com.au. 

Auction Sales Act 1973 - Application for a General 

License – William George Morris of 13B Rosea Close 

Maida Vale WA 6057 hereby notifies his intention to 

apply for the grant of general license to act as an 

Auctioneer throughout the state working for Elders 

Rural Services Ltd. The application will be heard before 

The Magistrates’ Court at 20 Mitchell Street, Merredin 

on the 6th July 2016 at 9.30am. Any person wishing to 

object to this application should lodge with the above 

court and serve on the applicant at least 7 days prior to 

the hearing date a notice stating the grounds of the 

objection. 

Yardman/Cleaner  
 

Must have driver’s license class C 

Location: Marley’s Transport, Nangeenan 

Hourly rate: $25. 

3 days per week, 5 hours per day. 
 

GENERAL DUTIES: 

· General yard tidiness, including removing build-up 

of leaves and other debris from around the 

buildings. 

·  Clean the kitchen, toilets and showers. 

·  Load the ute and drive to the tip/dump for rubbish 

removal. 

·   General rubbish removal from site. 

·   Other tasks as required.  
 

We are after a reliable person who can keep the place 

tidy and who can commit to work 3 days per week, 5 

hours per day. 
 

This position would suit a local person.  

 

To express your interest, please contact Ivana Brown on 

9410 4611, or send your email to 

employment@marleys.com.au 

The shortlisted candidates will be contacted and  an 

interview will be arranged at Marley’s Transport 

Nangeenan. 

 

 

 
 

Shire of Merredin 

Invitation for Public Comment - Feedback on 
2016/17 Differential Rates 

In accordance with Section 6.36 of the Local 
Government Act 1995 the Shire of Merredin proposes to 
apply differential rates on Unimproved Values for the 
financial year 2016/17. Details of the proposed rates are 
as follows: 
 

Unimproved Value Minimum Rate Rate ($) 

UV1 - Rural $1,010 0.019871 

UV2 – Urban Rural         $1,010  0.026388 

UV3 – Mining $200 0.039583 

UV4 - Special Zone Wind Farm $1,010 0.039583 

UV5 – Special Use Airstrip    $1,010 0.039583 

UV6 – Merredin Power $1,010 0.039583 
 

The objectives and reasons for these differential rates 
may be inspected at: 

 The Shire Administration Office, corner of King 
and Barrack Streets Merredin between the 8:30am - 
4:30pm Monday to Friday. 

 The Merredin Regional Library, Coronation Street, 
Merredin between 10:00am - 5:00pm Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday; between 10:00am-6:00pm 
Tuesday and Thursday; and 10:00am - 12:00pm 
Saturday 

 Online at Council’s website at 
www.merredin.wa.gov.au  

 

The Shire invites feedback on this proposal. 
Submissions must be in writing and can be addressed to 
Chief Executive Officer, PO Box 42, Merredin WA 
6415, faxed to 9041 2379 or emailed to 
admin@merredin.wa.gov.au  

The closing date for submissions is 4:00pm on 20th 
June 2016. 

Please note that all submission will become a public 
record. However, the Shire will not release your 
personal details if a written request to withhold these 
details is received. 
 

Greg Powell 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Merredin Amateur Swimming Club AGM Monday 

June 13th at 6pm.  Rec Centre meeting room.  All 

welcome.  Call 0403 818 121 for more information. 

Firewood If you want jarrah go to Twodogs.  If you still 

want Jarrah go to Nungarin North Road.  If you want 

better WOOD (salmon gum) call Stuart 0428 465 181.  

Wood cut to order.  $160 per shuttle includes chips and 

smaller wood.   

Fridge/Freezer second hand wanted large to XL ‘Beer 

Fridge’ 0487 212 617. 

mailto:nmcgregor@agvise.com.au
mailto:employment@marleys.com.au
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By KIP STAPELY 

On Sunday 8 May, a windy 
Mother’s Day afternoon, the red 
and black travelled to Kondinin 
to face the blues for Round 4. A 
big shout out to all the Mums out 
there, you raised some fine lads 
here.   

Reserves had a great day out, 
making the tally 4 wins = 0 losses 

Best players  

Eden Matsumoto, Aubrey 
Nelson, Eric Enright and Cam 
Smith 

Reserves  

Nukarni – 4.11 35 

Kulin/ Kondinin – 2.4 16 

League had a challenging day 
ahead playing against the Blues. 

Best players 

Dan Whitehead, Scott 
Summerfield, Dave Whitehead 
and Kane Swarts. 

League  

Nukarni – 5.4 34 

Kulin/Kondinin – 16.9 105 

Nukarni Demons 
The boys had a well-earned break 
on the weekend of the 14th May 
before taking on Hyden/Karlgarin 
for round 5 last weekend. 

Round 5 we were home with 
Hyden/Karlgarin. 

Reserves had another great day 
on the field making it 5 wins = 0 
losses. 

Best Players  

Jackson Schuts, Aubrey Nelson, 
Aaron Ludke, James Garrett  

Nukarni 17.13-127 

Hyden/Karlgarin 6.4-40 

League had another tough game.  

Best Players  

Dan Whitehead , Garry Anderson 
and Daniel Giles  

Nukarni 3.9-27 

Hyden/Karlgarin 23.21-159 

Next stop for Round 6 sees us 
head south to Corrigin this 
coming Saturday to take on the 
Mighty Tigers. They won’t be so 
mighty once we are done with 
them. We kick off at 12:30pm.  

Nukarni league player Sam  Hooper    

Football 

Quiz Night and Games  

Friday June 17  

Starts at 7:30pm  

Booking is essential. Tables of 8 
people max. $80 per Table 

RSVP to Katie at 
Katie@cullinan.net.au   

 

Nukarni Ladies Day  

In support of Breast Cancer 
Research  

Sunday June 26th  

Lancaster wines will be coming 
down for the afternoon  

RSVPS to Katie at 
Katie@cullinan.net.au 

 

Upcoming Events save Dates  

mailto:Katie@cullinan.net.au
mailto:Katie@cullinan.net.au
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Here in the Wheatbelt  we LOVE our sport.   

Show the community how great your team is by sending articles and photos to  

administration@merredincrc.com 

Results Round 1 
Junior B 
Titans (30) def Gems (24) 
Best players: 
3 votes: Molly Walsh 
2 votes: Emily Berryman 
1 vote: Ethan Creek 
 
Karni (31) def Blues (8) 
Best Players: 
3 votes: Olivia Downsborough 
2 votes: Emily Lane 
1 vote: Chloe Carlson 
 
Junior A 
Gems (58) def Titans (23) 
Best Players: 
3 votes: Shayley Hendricks 
2 votes: Charlee Brooker 
1 vote: Chloe Walsh 
 
Blues (27) def Karni (22) 
Best Players: 
3 votes: Brooklyn Garlett 
2 votes: Hannah Gardiner 
1 vote: Chloe Mann 
 
A2  
Gems (35) def Jets 3 (12) 
3 votes: Chloe Walsh 
2 votes: Shyra Clark-Watts 
1 vote: Jess Duffy 
 
Titans (39) def Karni (14) 
3 votes: Georgia Baker 
2 votes: Jenna Muir 
1 vote: Tash Crees 
 
Pulse (46) def Blues (40) 
3 votes: Tracy Berryman 

Netball 

2 votes: Kelsey Adamson 
1 vote: Nat Beale  
 
A1 
Titans (33) def Gems (29) 
3 votes: Leonie Grant 
2 votes: Mel Carr 
1 vote: Sharnee Kent 
 
Blues (81) def Karni (24) 
3 votes: Lana Drakeford 
2 votes: Kelsey Osbourne 
1 vote: Renee Manning 
 
Results Round 2 
Junior B 
Jets (35) def Gems (18) 
Best players: 
3 votes:  Ellie Downsborough 
2 votes: Molly Walsh  
1 vote: Ella Delacy 
 
Titans (26) def Karni (18) 
Best Players: 
3 votes: Ethan Creek 
2 votes: Emily Berryman 
1 vote: Isabella Barnett 
 
Junior A 
Gems (27) drew Jets (27) 
Best Players: 
3 votes: Jelara Daddow 
2 votes: Shayley Hendricks 
1 vote: Hayley Lawrence 
 
Titans (44) def Karni (20) 
Best Players: 
3 votes: Chenynae Mongoo 
2 votes: Charlee Brooker 
1 vote: Febe Irving 

A2  
Jets (40) def Karni (35) 
3 votes: Kiesha Hubble 
2 votes: Bronte Jeffereys 
1 vote: Marie Bartlett 
 
Titans (39) def Pulse (16) 
3 votes: Nat Beale 
2 votes: Georgia Baker 
1 vote: Maddy Hooper 
 
Jets (37) def Gems (27) 
3 votes: Caitlyn Lawrence 
2 votes: Shayley Hendricks 
1 vote: Chloe Walsh 
 
A1 
Jets (40) def Gems (18) 
3 votes: Ashleigh Silver 
2 votes: Kristie Higgins 
1 vote: Emma Growden 
 
Titans (47) def Karni (34) 
3 votes: Katie Cullinan 
2 votes: Jessica Parsons 
1 vote: Sharnhee Kent 
 
Results Round 3 
Junior B 
Jets (38) def Karni (10) 
Best players: 
3 votes:  Chenynae Mongoo 
2 votes: Ella Delacy 
1 vote: Ellie Downsborough 
 
Titans (39) def Bues (10) 
Best Players: 
3 votes: Emma Irving 
2 votes: Chloe Carlson 
1 vote: Kassidy Spencer 

By JODIE BROOKER 

Pink Sock Day and a Junior and 
Senior netball morning and 
afternoon tea was held at Round 
3 to raise funds for Breast Cancer 
Network Association.  It was 
great to see everyone enjoying 
themselves with all the yummy 
treats that the clubs provided. 

 Players all wore long pink socks 
and accessories to show their 
support.  Money raised through 
Pink Sports Day goes directly to 
BCNA to support our work in 
ensuring Australians affected by 

Netball Pink Sock Day 
breast cancer are provided with 
the very best information, 
services and support.  

 On May 21st Merredin NA 
promoted the Belt Up message 
with all clubs receiving Belt Up 
balls. 

 This partnership between Netball 
WA and the Insurance 
Commission of WA is helping 
save lives on our roads by 
promoting the importance of 
wearing seatbelts among the 
State’s young netballers, who 
will help spread the word.  Jets 2 and Karni play on Pink Sock Day 

Netball Results 
Junior A 
Karni (20) drew Jets (16) 
Best Players: 
3 votes: Angel Wise 
2 votes: Jelara Daddow 
1 vote: Chloe Mann 
 
Titans (53) def Blues (45) 
Best Players: 
3 votes: Shiobhan Hayden 
2 votes: Brooklyn Garlett 
1 vote: Febe Irving 
 
A2  
Blues (30) def Titans (27) 
3 votes: Sarah Drakeford 
2 votes: Magdelene Duffy 
1 vote: Heather Jardine 
 
Pulse (45) def Jets 3 (13) 
3 votes: Andrea Roberts 
2 votes: Jess Duffy 
1 vote: Steph Milford 
 
Jets 2 (74) def Karni (13) 
3 votes: Kara Power 
2 votes: Kiesha Hubble 
1 vote: Caitlyn Lawrence 
 
A1 
Jets (50) def Karni (26) 
3 votes: Ashleigh Silver 
2 votes: Shae Browning 
1 vote: Ellen Silver 
 
Blues (55) def Titans (37) 
3 votes: Kristy Cooper 
2 votes: Caitlen Crees 
1 vote: Erica Carlson 
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Football 

By MATT  BALTOVICH 

On a gloomy Saturday afternoon 
at the Merredin Recreation 
Centre, the Burracoppin Cats 
celebrated their two best wins in 
nearly  two years. Having only 
won one game in the League and 
half a dozen in the Reserves last 
season, the 30 point victory in the 
1s and 50 point victory in the 2s 
was celebrated long into the 
night. The victory in the League 
is our biggest since Round 14, 
2014. 

The Reserves had a full bench for 
only the second time this season, 
with rain the night before giving 
farmers a few hours off to play a 
game. The main message was to 
have a strong first and last 
quarter, and the boys did just that. 
Leading at quarter, half and three 

Burracoppin Cats 
quarter time, the boys pulled 
away in the last to run our 9 goal 
victors. Ruckman Nathan Smith 
amassed countless hitouts and 
gave the midfielders precision 
service. James Everett is slowly 
finding form again after a knee 
reconstruction, with young gun 
Craig Farmer playing only his 
second game and dominating in 
the middle and up forward. It was 
a huge step forward for the boys 
who are hoping to welcome back 
skipper Jason Partington this 
week. 

With the two powerhouse sides 
of the competition over and done 
with, the League finally had a 
chance to put close to their best 
team forward and give the chance 
at a W a real strong crack. After 
an excellent opening quarter, the 
boys took inspiration from the 

Shane Troy  from the Burracoppin Cats  and Damon Guinness and Josh Pirie from 

Corrigin 

Matt Baltovich 

Zac Gartrell, Crag Farmer and Sheldan Hutchings from the Burracoppin Cats and Rhett Miller and 

Sam Howie from Corrigin  

By MEG GETHIN 

Merredin drove through buffeting 
winds and torrential rain to meet 
the Meckering Mudsliders on 
their home turf however when 
they arrived, the weather was 
surprisingly clear.  The dirt was in 
good nick despite the 20mm of 
morning rain and both teams were 
ready for a showdown.   

Merredin got their nose in front 
early with several morale 
boosting penalty corners but were 
unlucky to not convert and both 

Hockey 

Merredin Women's Hockey Club 
teams entered the half time break 
scoreless.  Merredin coach 
Vaughan Smith acknowledged 
the sluggish conditions and 
difficulty using the long ball and 
directed his team to hunt in packs 
and better utilise the short sharp 
passes.  With Rebecca Hutton 
guest starring in the goals, regular 
goalie Amanda-Lee Lockyer was 
unleashed as a high roaming and 
unpredictable half back.   

Midway through the second half 
Jessica Wallace had the 
opportunity to shoot at goal from 

the top of the circle.  
Heartbreakingly, the ball 
ricocheted off the post another 
chance at a goal was seemingly 
thwarted when out of nowhere 
Lockyer pounced and sent the 
ball back towards the goals and 
over the line.  An ecstatic 
Lockyer enjoyed her rare moment 
in the sun- probably one of the 
very few dedicated goalies who 
can also claim to be a goal 
scorer.   

Buoyed by Lockyer's efforts, 
Merredin's Mikaela McCall 

bagged her own goal just minutes 
later to make the score 2-0 to the 
visitors.   

Amanda-Lee Lockyer was 
deservedly named Merredin's 
Best Player (sponsored by Mia 
Davies MLA) and the coach's 
award sponsored by Two Dogs 
went to Meg Gethin.   

The Merredin ladies then enjoyed 
a fun international themed bus 
trip home.  Thanks to Kim Lane 
for being the patient bus driver 
and Chris Fryer for umpiring.  

magoos and led at every break, 
including a big one at half time. 
A third quarter fightback from 
the Tigers in the third quarter had 
everyone on edge, however a 
settling goal against a howling 
breeze from Hayden Tanner gave 
us a slight margin heading to the 
final quarter. With the breeze 
behind us in the last, the Cats 
powered home to run out 5 goal 
winners. It was truly sensational. 

The League awards were 
sponsored by Merredin Supa IGA 
and the reserves were sponsored 
by Byfields Merredin and Cut 
Curl and Colour. The recipients 
were: 

Reserves BOG: Nathan Smith 

Reserves 2nd: Craig Farmer 

Reserves 3rd: Zac McQuistan 

Coach's Award: Mat Southall 

League BOG: Hayden Tanner 

League 2nd: Ben Litterick 

League 3rd: Darren Flockart 

Coach's Award: Fraser McDonald 

Merredin Panel and Paint Mark of 
the Day: Adam House 

Merredin Panel and Paint Goal of 
the Day: Josh Perry 

See you at Southern Cross this 
week! 
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Hockey 

By KRISTY SHARP 

Burra played their second game 

of the season against Meckering 

at home, on Saturday. Never an 

easy team to play, they have a 

similar style of play to Burra. 

Burracoppin Hockey Club 
The game starts off quickly with 

a lot of play in the midfield. 

Each defence held up well to 

quick attacks by both teams. 

Tenielle Hooper, playing in the 

half back, stopped everything 

that came her way. Burra's first 

By CHESNEY MALONEY 

Derby- Pink Round 

What a day this turned out to be, 

the weather was nice and sunny. 

Perfect for hockey!!! This being 

the first derby since the GF was 

always going to be a great game. 

It was Merredin’s home game and 

as every year they were raising 

money for Breast cancer. 

Merredin have had a few 

members diagnosed with Breast 

cancer so it means so much to 

their club. 

Pink Derby—Burracoppin vs Merredin 

Claudia de Lacy making a great pass under 
pressure Hannah de Lacy swarmed by the opposition 

Merredin and Burracoppin hockey teams at the Pink derby 

Burra started off great and with a 

beautiful play down the field and 

an amazing goal from Beth 

Antonio to finish within the first 

10 minutes. Merredin were a little 

bit shaky to start and for a good 

15 mins, but levelled the scores 

with a great goal from Maxine 

Christie on a short. Not long after 

another short corner a deflection 

from Jessica Wallace. Going into 

the break Merredin were up 2-1. 

Both teams came out pumped in 

the second half, both goalies were 

making beautiful saves and 

supporting their team, there was a 

goal came from an excellent run 

down the wing by Hannah de 

Lacy, a pass into the D to Sophie 

Hooper who passed it across to 

Jorja Downsborough, who was 

in textbook wing position, who 

slotted in past the goalie. Jorja's 

first goal of the season. Burra 

continued more plays into the 

forward line as did Meckering 

who scored their first goal late in 

the second half.  

The second half began better for 

Burra with Claudia de Lacy and 

Nat Partington doing well in the 

fullback and Jordan de Lacy, 

Beth Antonio and Hannah de 

Lacy keeping the pressure on up 

forward. Burra's second goal 

was scored off a short corner by 

Kristy Sharp. Meckering were 

able to score in the last 3 

minutes of the game to equalise 

to take the game score to 2 all. It 

was a fitting result considering 

both teams played great hockey 

with lots of skill in passing and 

teamwork.  

Burra's best player sponsored by 

Mia Davies went to Claudia de 

Lacy. Coaches Award sponsored 

by Elders Insurance, went to 

Hannah de Lacy 

This week was the event that 

stops EAWHA, the Burra v 

Merredin derby!  

few knocks with Amanda 

coming off with the blood rule. 

Another goal came for 

Merredin off a short again and 

from Max. Burra were not 

going away by any means and 

Claudia scored a great goal off 

a short corner. With both 

teams wanting the win badly 

everyone was playing out of 

their skins. End score was 3-2 

with Merredin taking the win. 

Both teams has amazing support 

from the side lines, Merredin 

would like to thank Lynn 

Hedland for coming to present 

the shield and we wish her all the 

best in her recovery. 

Merredin Awards 

Best Player (sponsored by 
Merredin IGA) – Maxine Christie 

Coaches Award (sponsored by 
Sports power Merredin) – Janelle 
Millar 
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By SHARON SOUTHALL 

Saturday 7th May Merredin 

Rural Supplies sponsored a 

Stroke Competition. Winner with 

a great score of 80 (nett 70) was 

Yvonne Heinrich. Runner up 

Kerry Hunter Nett 71. Third on a 

countback was Graham Motzel 

72 from Justin Watts also on 72. 

Good scores Brian Gearing, Brad 

Manning and Simon Kenward all 

on 73. Nearest the pin #4 - Shaun 

Avery, Longest Putt #6 Gerard 

Rennie and Best Third Shot on 

#12 Robbie Gearing. 

Sunday 8th May Club Day. 

Winner Kael Crees 42 points on a 

countback also on 42 points 

Lyndsay Barker. Good scores 

Brian Gearing 39pts and Shaun 

Waterhouse 37pts. 

Saturday 14th May. Round 2 of 

LB's Matchplay. A great match 

between Justin Watts and Lionel 

Price. Justin played a solid game 

“Golf is the closest Game to the Game we call Life” 
to take Lionel to the 17th hole, 

finally taking the match 3 up. The 

match between Lyndsay Barker 

and Sharon Southall was slightly 

closer with the match coming 

down to the last hole. Lyndsay 

taking the match in the end 2 up. 

The final will be played between 

Justin and Lyndsay on Sunday 

29th May. Club Day stableford 

also played. Winner was Shaun 

Crees with great score of 41pts. 

Sunday 15th May Commercial 

Hotel Merredin sponsored a 

4BBB Stableford competition. 

Winners with 49pts was Justin 

Watts and Graham Motzel. 

Runners-up winning on a 

countback with 45pts was Alex 

Manning and Brad Manning or 

was it just Alex Manning, not 

sure we saw many scores on the 

card from Brad!!! Losing the 

countback also on 45pts was Mr 

Reliable Syd Crees and Sharon 

Southall. Good scores from 

Lyndsay Barker and Kael Crees 

43pts, Brian Gearing and Peter 

Western also on 43pts. 

A big thankyou to all the 

Sponsors. 

Coming Events:  

Saturday 28th May Merredin 

Olympic Motel Par 

Saturday 4th June Eastern 

Districts Panel Beaters 4BBB 

Draw Partners Stableford 

General Reminder to all members 

that Golf on Saturday and Sunday 

is names in by 11.30am for a 

draw at 11.50am and first group 

hitting off at 12.00pm. If you are 

intending to come to golf and 

running late then please phone 

one of the captains to put your 

name in the draw. 

Ladies Wednesday Golf: 

May 4th : Yvonne Heinrich 

Golf 

winner on 31pts. May 11th the 

ladies played for Sharon 

Southall's Trophy. Winner with 

83 (Nett 73) was Yvonne 

Heinrich. Runner up Leanne 

Crouch with 92 (76 Nett). 

Reminder to all Ladies that 

Eastern Districts Championships 

at Bruce Rock on 10th - 12th 

June, please let Sharon or 

Yvonne know if you are 

intending to play so nominations 

can be sent off. 

Coming Events: June 1 Sue 

Barlett's Trophy Hidden pairs 

Stableford. 

"Golf is the closest game to the 

game we call life. You get bad 

breaks from good shots; you get 

good breaks from bad shots - but 

you have to play the ball where it 

lies." 

-- Bobby Jones  




