
By KIRSTY ROCHFORD 

The corner of Barrack and Queen 
Streets came alive on Sunday 23 
April. 

39 market sites booked and there 
were loads of people coming to have 
a look at the huge variety of stalls 
including plants, rugs, clothes, 
honey, craft, jewellery, horse gear, 
candles, confectionery, bottles, 
books, garden ornaments, compost 
plus loads of household items and 
bric a brac. 

The kids were kept amused with a 
free bouncy castle and everyone was 
entertained by the Junk Room 
Gypsies dancing and drumming, and 
Tom and Olga Kittyea singing.   
There was even an impromptu jam 
session when some Merredin and 
York locals joined the gypsies to 
create some Sunday morning music.  
Something we’re hoping to see again 
next month. 

Many enjoyed having an area to sit 
under the trees and enjoy an ice 
cream or a burger or sausage sizzle 
and a drink to have a catch up with 
friends. 

Overall the day was a huge success 
with lots of positive comments about 
the new location and the amount of 
stalls.  Some of the comments were 
“it was great all being on the lawn 
and having some trees for shade”, “it 
was like a fete atmosphere”.  This 
was extremely pleasing, as the 
Committee and Staff of the CRC 
were a bit apprehensive about having 
to relocate the Markets away from 
the centre of town.  We’re hoping 
now to settle in our new location. 

April Merredin Markets a huge success 
The April markets had a Mother’s 
Day Raffle with the lucky winner 
being Jan Fox. 

The CRC Committee and Staff work 
hard to organise the Merredin 
Markets each month and welcome 
any feedback so that we can continue 
to make improvements to the 
Markets and make it something our 
community can be proud of and 
enjoy. 

The CRC are currently organising 
more signage to promote the 
markets, including signage on the 
highway to bring people driving past 

into town.  We are looking at quirky 
ways to promote the markets 
including a sign in a wheelbarrow 
full of flowers.  Our Chairperson Sue 
Olcorn mentioned this to Colin 
Martin and within a week, Colin had 
made a wheelbarrow for the CRC.  
The Committee and Staff are 
extremely appreciative of such a 
wonderful gesture by Colin.    

Colin Martin who made our new 
‘signage’ wheelbarrow with Sue Olcorn 

Impromptu music with the Junk Room Gypsies and locals from Merredin & York 

The Merredin Markets is organised 
and run by volunteers, and without 
them the markets simply wouldn’t 
happen.  If you’d like to be involved 
in the Merredin Markets we’d love 
you to join us so come down to the 
CRC. 

So next Markets look out for the 
wheelbarrow filled with plants and a 
sign – Merredin Markets. 

39 stalls lined the streets on the corner of Barrack & Queen 
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Community 

Every Saturday—Tammin Market Day—Puma 
Tammin Roadhouse—9.00am – 1.00pm call 
Glenice Batchelor 0428 371 221 for more info. 

Wednesday 3rd May 

High Tea at the Merredin CRC, celebrate 
Neighbourhood Week. 10am—11am. 

Friday 5th May 

Scooter Safety Workshop, Merredin CRC 110 
Barrack St, 10am, morning tea to follow.  Call 
9041 1041 to book your place.  

Sunday May 14th 

Small Voices Exhibition Opening—Cummins 
Theatre Merredin. 9am—12 noon.  Call 9041  
3295 for more info. 

Friday May 19th  

National Families Week Big Family Night Out—
Cummins Theatre Merredin.4pm—7pm call 9041 
3295 for more info. 

Saturday 20th May 

Free concert ‘Rag’n’Bone’ Bruce Rock District 
Club 8pm. 

Monday May 22nd 

A Leading Lady in Waiting Lunchtime Escapes 
Concert—Cummins Theatre Merredin.  High Tea 
at 11am, concert starts at 12 noon.  Call 9041 
3295 for more info. 

Regular Events 

0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for 0—4 year olds.  
Contact Emma Fitzsimons on 9041 0962 or 
efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au 

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 9.30pm at the 
Masonic Lodge in Coronation St.  First night is free.  
Beginners to advanced.  Call Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see 
Sue at the Chemist or Lyn at the Post Office.  

Camera Club—Next meeting 10th May 7pm, playgroup 
building, Throssel Road.  May’s theme: Sepia. Photos due by 
1st May.  Contact Daina for more info:  
dainasutherland@bigpond.com    

Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on  
0411 984 123 for more info. 

Merredin Community Singers—All levels welcome.  Monday 
evening at the Senior Centre.  Community singing 6.30 to 
7.30pm; Choir 7.30 to 9.00pm. 

Merredin Museum & Historical Society—Meetings first 
Wednesday of the month 5.00pm at Railway Museum.  All 
Welcome. 

Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30. Call Stephen for more 
info on 0428 412 213. 

Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 during the 
school term at Throssell Road, opposite the pool.  Contact 
Carissa Amm on 0433 340 441. 

Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 12 noon, Shed 
Restaurant unless otherwise advised, contact Julie Townrow 
0429 411 377 or email julietownrow@westnet.com.au  

Senior’s Centre Craft Group—Wednesday mornings 9.30—
11.30, bring your own crafts, learn a new craft or just come for 
a chat. 

Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday morning 
10.00—11.30am at the Senior’s Centre.  Free.  All welcome. 

Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00pm at the 
Senior’s Centre. Afternoon tea to follow.  Free. 

Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the Merredin 
Library, for children up to 5 years old. 

Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their stories or just 
listen. Mondays 10.00am—11.30am, starting with morning 
tea.  Senior’s Centre.  $1. 

Tribal Belly Dancing—Fun and fitness for all ages and levels 
of experience.  Mondays 5.30—7.00pm. 2017 Beginners 
classes starting 1st May 2017. First night is free. 110 Barrack 
Street. Contact Kirsty 9041 1041. 

Calendar Church  
Services 

All Saints Anglican Church 
Cnr Haig Rd and South Ave.  First, Second, Third and 
Fifth Sundays at 10am.  Fourth Sunday at 11:30am 
followed by a shared lunch.  The Rev’d Brett Guthrie 
0427 605 331, Warden Su Riley 0427 412 709  
 

Church of Christ 
Throssell Road, 10am Sunday Worship and Sunday 
School Ph 0408 484 711 
 

Merredin Churches Fraternal 
PO Box 463, Merredin,  
Malcolm Clark  9041 5215 
 

Merredin United in Prayer 
Cornerstone Christian Bookshop 
7pm last Thursday of the Month 
 

People’s Baptist Church 
Kellerberrin, 10am Sunday Worship 
Ph 0435 284 796 
 

Revolution Youth 
Church of Christ, Throssell Road 
Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms) 
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167 
 
Roman Catholic Church 
South Avenue, 6.30pm Saturday, 11am Sunday, 
Father Andrew Bowron 
Ph 9041 1118 
 
Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Kitchener Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship, 
9.30am Saturday Bible Study 
Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 3056 
 
Uniting Church 
Fifth Street, 9am Sunday Service 
Ph 0457 329 850 

Fortnightly  

Merredin Community Resource Centre 

110 Barrack Street,  Merredin                

Ph: 9041 1041  Fax: 9041 1042 

Deadlines  

(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE) 

Articles:  5pm Wednesday 

Advertising: Booking 5pm Thursday 

Copy finalised 11am Friday    

Classifieds: 10am Monday 

Contacts:    

Content/production—Kirsty Rochford 9041 1041 

administration@merredincrc.com 

Content—Debbie Morris 9041 1041  

merredin@crc.net.au 

Advertising— Corey Tucker 9041 1041  

marketing@merredincrc.com 

Upcoming Editions 

12th & 26th May 

9th & 23rd June 

Available as an online subscription, 

www.merredincrc.com 

Tales of the Past 

 

This year is going by so fast that it is time to 
remember the men and women who fought in 
the wars to protect our way of life.  The 
Merredin Regional Library has a number of 
books about ANZACs including some 
specifically written for children.  Come in and 
see “The Anzac Day Parade” by Glenda Kane 
and Lisa Allen, “The Anzac puppy” by Peter 
Milllett and Trish Bowles or “An Anzac Tale” 
by Ruth Starke and Greg Holfeld. 

Do you enjoy Australian authors?  The library 
now has the latest book by Fiona McCallum, 
“Finding Hannah”.  This is a tender story of 
one woman’s journey through grief, and 
learning to live life again. 

Looking for a job?  Want to maximise your 
chances with a great resume?  The library has 
a number of books to help including “the 
infographic resume: how to create a visual 
portfolio that showcases your skills” by 
Hannah Morgan.  Learn how to use 
pictograms to enhance your resume – instead 
of the same boring resumes as everyone else.  
Stand out from the crowd – and impress your 
future boss. 

Did you know that you can get rid of that 
sweaty foot small in hot weather by spritzing 
full-strength white vinegar onto your feet?  Or 
that you can make a lava lamp from a plastic 
bottle, vegetable oil, baking soda, vinegar, 
food colouring and an eye dropper?  (For 
those who are too young to know, these were 
very big in the sixties.)  Or that lemon juice 
and baking soda can be used to clean non-
stick pans?  All this and more is in “501 
amazing uses for salt, vinegar, baking soda, 
olive oil and lemons” by Laura M Westdale. 

The Merredin Library also has a growing 
collection of Graphic novels, including 
“Triton of the sea”, Buffy the Vampire 
slayer”, “Scott Pilgrim’s finest hour” and 
“Betty and Veronica”.  Remember, reading a 
graphic novel is just as good as reading a 
book – that’s why we no longer call them 
comics. 

Two families were holidaying at Mandurah 
in January 1975.  It was  on Saturday, a 
crowd of people were attending a fun day on 
the foreshore.  Ladies were lining up to 
throw a large wooden rolling pin. 

Two ladies decided to have a go, but when 
the first lady threw the rolling pin, it veered 
off course, missing people watching.  It then 
hit the tree breaking the rolling pin in half. 

  It took nearly one hour to find another one.  
At the time it was very embarrassing but 
now it’s a funny story. 

Library Musings 

mailto:dainasutherland@bigpond.com
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By LINDSAY MCNEILL 

A student with family connections 
to Merredin who received the 
lucrative Collgar Wind Farm 
scholarship was acknowledged 
along with the first graduates from 
Charles Sturt University Bachelor 
of Agricultural Business 
Management in front of a capacity 
crowd at a ceremony at Muresk 
Institute. 

Scholarship presented at Muresk Ceremony 

Shannon Brooke received the 
scholarship from company 
representative Fan Zhang at the 
graduation presentation ceremony 
on April 12. The event marked the 
successful end to three years' study 
for the inaugural WA intake of 
students for the degree offered in a 
partnership between CSU and 
Central Regional TAFE.  

More than 150 people from 

raduates and university staff ready for the graduation presentation ceremony (Front 
row L-R): Dr Catherine Bowen, course director Mr Matthew Hunt from CSU at Wagga, 
Wendy Dymond, graduates Brianna Hindle (Ballidu), Emily Miller (Beverley) and Kate-

land Jury (Morawa), Professor Christine Storer, Mrs Joanne Payne (CRTAFE), Dr Brenda 
Scott-Ladd and Mr Chris Antonio. At rear (L-R): Amy Corsini (Westonia), Jodie James 

(Meckering), Nick Hardie (Falcon), Mitchell Hutton (Morawa), Boston Whooley) 
(Denmark), Louise Fraser (Bakers Hill) and Courtney Humphrey (York). 

Shannon Brooke receives the Collgar 
Windfarm scholarship from company 

representative, Fan Zhang. 

By RICHARD 
SCHOONRAAD — RSPCA 

Two people have been 
sentenced at Merredin 
Magistrates Court for fourteen 
animal cruelty offences relating 
to horses and dogs at a property 
in South Trayning following an 
investigation by RSPCA WA 
Inspectors that commenced in 
March 2016.  

Melissa Sykes and Patrick 
Lawson, both of South 
Trayning, 236km east of Perth, 
were each ordered to pay a fine 
of $40,000 to the State 
Government; and both were 
handed a prohibition order, 
banning them from owning or 
coming into contact with any 
animal for a period of ten years.  

Responding to a cruelty report, 
RSPCA WA Inspectors attended 
the property and faced the 
confronting situation of 
numerous decomposing animal 
carcasses scattered around the 
home and property including 
sheep, horses, chickens and 
emus.  

Inspectors located three dogs at 
the property, two chained to a 
tree and all were emaciated. The 
dogs were seized by the 
Inspectors and an investigation 
commenced.  

At the same time, ten horses in 
fair body condition were found 
in paddocks of poor pasture 
with no access to proper food. 
Inspectors directed the owners 
to provide sufficient food and 
improve the animals’ condition.  

A follow up visit to check on 
the welfare of the remaining 
animals revealed two new dogs 
chained to trees and with 
varying welfare issues. Despite 
previously being directed to 
address the condition of the 
horses, it was discovered no 
improvement had been made 

10 Year prohibition for animal 

cruelty in Regional WA 
and in fact their condition had 
deteriorated. As a result the 
horses and dogs were seized.  

Veterinarians inspected the horses 
and found that they were in poor 
body condition and suffering from 
a range of other conditions 
including overgrown hooves, lice 
infestations, and sand ingestion. 
Two of the horses were found to 
be pregnant, putting their lives at 
further risk given their poor 
condition.  

RSPCA WA Chief Inspector 
Amanda Swift said: “Sadly we 
didn’t get there in time for some 
of the animals, thank goodness we 
were able to rescue some and stop 
the suffering.  

“We are pleased with the outcome 
of today’s proceedings against 
these people who have shown 
utter disregard and reckless 
indifference for the animals they 
were responsible for.  

“The ten-year prohibition order 
imposed on them which prevents 
them from being within metres of 
any animals reflects the severity 
of their actions. This speaks 
volumes about the seriousness of 
the cruelty and suffering these 
animals endured.”  

The remaining animals were all 
rescued, placed in foster care and 
have made a full recovery. They 
have now been forfeited to the 
Crown.  

RSPCA WA relies on public 
generosity for over 90% of its 
income, with some support from 
the WA Government.  

RSPCA WA encourages anyone 
who witnesses animal cruelty to 
report it immediately to the 
RSPCA Cruelty Line on 1300 
CRUELTY (1300 278 3589).  

“The Phoenix received 
photographs of the animals, but 
the staff chose not to publish 
them as they would cause distress 
to some people.”  

Geraldton to the south coast 
attended the presentation of 
certificates of completion, 
academic prizes and scholarships 
held in the auditorium at Muresk.  

Head of the CRTAFE School of 
Agribusiness and host of the 
ceremony, Professor Christine 
Storer said: "We have looked 
forward with anticipation to this 
day since these students arrived at 
Muresk in February 2014. "I 
congratulate you all on your 
achievements," she said. 

All our graduates had jobs to go to 
when they completed their degrees 
at the end of last year. The jobs 
were in family businesses, as 
trainee area managers and 
agricultural officers, agronomists 
and in rural merchandising. Two 
are studying for a graduate diploma 
in teaching with the aim of 
teaching agriculture at secondary 
level. "Enrolments for a midyear 
intake are open until the end of 
June for anyone interested in 
enrolling in this highly regarded 
course," Professor Storer said. 

BABM course director Mr 
Matthew Hunt from CSU at Wagga 
who attended to present certificates 
to the graduates, said that CSU was 
making its mark through an 
innovative, responsive approach to 
equip students for the demands of 
tomorrow's workplace. “The 
university works with its partners 
and links with industry to provide 
practical, industry based work 
experience and uses the latest 

communication technology to 
challenge traditional approaches to 
teaching and learning," he said. 

In his farewell speech, graduate 
representative, Mitchell Hutton, 
said it was by chance that he 
enrolled for the CSU degree at 
Muresk. Having moved to Morawa 
to play football he worked on a 
farm and fell in love with 
agriculture and country living. 
"The experiences I've had at 
Muresk - local and overseas study 
trips, a range of work experience 
and the opportunity to network 
with others in the industry - shaped 
me into the person I am now," he 
said. 
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Kevin Tengvall 

Police Report My Thoughts 

You are part of our community.  We  

want to hear YOUR story.  Email it to  

administration@merredincrc.com 

By Senior Sergeant SHANE 
CROOK Officer in Charge 

Since the school holidays 
started we have been keeping a 
close eye on juveniles playing 
up in town.  It is good to see 
that in the main the kids have 
been pretty good, although at 
the start three juveniles were 
charged with trespass after 
going onto another person’s 
property without permission. 

A male adult has been charged 
with Assault Occasioning 
Bodily Harm and will appear in 
the Merredin Magistrates 
Court.  This is a timely 
reminder that the community 
and WA Police do not tolerate 
any domestic violence, Police 
have a zero tolerance towards 
this type of incident and where 
evidence exists we will charge 
offenders. 

In a separate incident a male 
adult has been charged with 
Common Assault that occurred 
on a licensed premises.  Again 
another warning that violent 
offences committed on licensed 
premises triggers an application 
for offenders to be prohibited 

from entering licensed premises 
such as hotels, night clubs, 
sporting clubs etc.  If you are 
served with a prohibition notice 
and enter such establishments 
you will be further charged with 
breaching the notice.  This is to 
protect patrons and people who 
own or work on licensed 
premises from violence.  I must 
say that incidents of this type in 
Merredin do not occur often. 

Congratulations to the Merredin 
community for a well behaved 
Easter period both in town and on 
the roads.  While my staff did 
issue a number of traffic 
infringements, mainly to users on 
Great Eastern Highway, with all 
the drivers breath tested in the 
Merredin area we did not have to 
charge anyone with a drink 
driving related offence. 

So well done and hope you all 
had a good ANZAC day. 

If you have information in 
relation to drug activity, or 
anything that appears suspicious 
please call us direct on 9041 
1322 or Crime Stoppers on 1800 
333 000 or go to their website.  

By KEVIN TENGVALL 

While I am sitting hear wondering 
what to write, my phone rings, and 
yet another damn telemarketer. 

Now I do realise that some people 
really do need a job and to give 
them credit where it’s due, they 
have been proactive and got one, if 
one can call ringing people with 
unsolicited calls trying to sell 
something or as in the case just 
now, cleverly disguising it as doing 
a survey on domesticity in regional 
Australia, a job.  

It turned out that she very nicely 
was trying to sell me funeral 
insurance. I politely told her that I 
wasn’t interested and then the true 
colours emerged; with questions 
like “are you willing to leave your 
family in debt because of 
horrendous funeral costs?”  When I 
said there should be enough money 
to cover expenses, she asked “have 
you put money aside? Because if 
you haven’t your family will be left 
with a bill they can’t afford”. 

My patience was now becoming a 
little stretched, so I said “and what 
do you know about my family’s 
circumstances?”  And just as I was 
about to say goodbye, she hit me 
with this little gem, “what about 
your children’s inheritance?” 

So you can guess it, she had pushed 
all my buttons, “INHERITANCE!” 
I shouted, “Bloody inheritance!” 
“Where is it written that I have to 
leave an inheritance to anyone?” 

My kids know that if they want 
money they need to work for it, we 
did. They think we have a money 
tree in the paddock as it is; trouble 
is they haven’t told me which one it 
is. 

So she asked if she could sell me 
any insurance for my children. And 
when I said NO she gave a curt 
goodbye and hung up leaving me a 
little miffed as I wanted to be the 
one that hung up first, blast! 

This led me to google responses to 
telemarketers, here are fifteen that I 
found, read and plot revenge, as I 
have, heh heh. 

 First you have to tell me what 
underwear you are wearing. 

 I’m sorry but I’m really busy 
right now give me your home 
number and I’ll call you back 
later tonight. 

 Shh! wait a minute I’m here 
robbing the place and I don’t 
want to wake anybody up. 

 When someone asks if a spouse 
is at home ask “why, are you 
selling one?” 

 When someone asks how you 
are say “well I’m having an 
existential crisis at the moment, 
let me explain…. 

 You want to sell me insurance? 
Great! I’ve been trying to get 
insurance for years and I keep 
getting knocked back. 

 Or to those carpet cleaning 
services, just ask if they can get 
blood, fibres and DNA Out? 

 Ask them to hold as you are on 
the toilet. 

 If it’s a carpet cleaning service 
again? Burst in to tears and ask 
if it’s a joke as your house burnt 
down last night. 

 Record the tele tubbies tune or 
play school and play that until 
they hang up. 

 My favourite is to pretend I 
don’t speak English, I’m 
learning to say “I don’t speak 
English” in three languages. 

 Say hold on then scream “if you 
take that knife out the blood will 
go everywhere “. 

 Ask if the deal is good for all 
your personalities. 

 Tell them the restraining order 
applies to phone calls as well as 
physical distance. 

 Or you could just hang up, but 
that is nowhere near as much 
fun. 

I hope I have helped to alleviate 
some stress for you the reader, 
when next you get a call from a 
telemarketer. 
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Court Report 
Kerry-Lee Booth plead guilty to 
driving or attempting to drive a motor 
vehicle on a public road with a blood 
alcohol content exceeding 0.05g, had 
her licence suspended for 8 months, 
fined $600 and ordered to pay costs 
of $188. 

Bradley Conduit was convicted of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(cannabis), fined $250 and ordered to 
pay costs of $188. 

Chloe Conduit was convicted or 
possession of stolen or unlawfully 
obtained property, fined $450 and 
ordered to pay costs of $188. 

Christopher Davis was convicted of 
without lawful excuse trespassing on 
a place, fined $300 and ordered to 
pay costs of $188. 

Scott Davis was convicted of burglary 
and stealing, received an 8 months 
suspended imprisonment order 
suspended for 12 months, ordered to 
pay costs of $325 and to pay 
compensation of $2000, he was also 
convicted of possessing drug 
paraphernalia in or on which there 
was a prohibited drug or plant, 
possessing a prohibited plant, 
cultivating a prohibited plant, and 
possession of a  prohibited drug with 
intent to sell or supply 
(methylamphetamine), received an 
intensive supervision order of 8 
months. 

David Dhu was convicted of having 
no authority to drive—suspended 
(other than fines suspension), had his 
licence suspended for a further 9 
months, fined $400 and ordered to 
pay costs of $188.  

Jessica Fussell plead guilty to having 
no authority to drive (never held), had 
her licence suspended for 3 months, 
fined $100 and ordered to pay costs 
of $188. 

Martin Griffiths was convicted of 
having no authority to drive—
suspended (other than fines 
suspension), had his licence 
suspended for a further 9 months, 
fined $1000 and ordered to pay costs 
of $188. 

Reginald Hayden was convicted of 
driving contrary to the conditions of 

21st March, 11th April & 12th April 2017  

an extraordinary licence, had his 
extraordinary licence suspended, 
fined $250 and ordered to pay costs 
of $188. 

David Kaczmarczyk plead guilty to 
driving or attempting to drive a motor 
vehicle on a public road with a blood 
alcohol content exceeding 0.05g, had 
his licence suspended for 10 months 
and fined $600. 

Patrick Lawson was convicted of 14 
counts of ill treatment of an animal 
that is contrary to the Animal Welfare 
Act and fined a total of $40,000. 

Riley Maddock plead guilty to 
exceeding 0.08g alcohol per 100ml of 
blood, had his licence suspended for 7 
months, fined $550 and ordered to 
pay costs of $188. 

Melinda Marchesano was convicted 
of having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended), fined $200 and ordered 
to pay costs of $188. 

John Martin was convicted of threats 
to injure, endanger or harm any 
person, fined $550 and ordered to pay 
costs of $98.50. 

Hubert Phillips was convicted of 
failing to comply with reporting 
obligations, fined $450 and ordered to 
pay costs of $188. 

Andrew Reiling plead guilty to 
having no authority to drive (never 
held) and fined $300, he plead guilty 
to possessing a controlled weapon 
and fined $300, he plead guilty to 
driving, causing or permitting a 
vehicle with a forged, replica or false 
plate to be driven on a road and fined 
$100, and plead guilty to using an 
unlicensed vehicle on a road, fined 
$50, ordered to pay costs of $188 and 
to pay a half annual licence fee of 
$168.78. 

James Richards was convicted of 
failing to comply with reporting 
obligations, fined $350 and ordered to 
pay costs of $188. 

Callum Richardson plead guilty to 
exceeding 0.08g of alcohol per 100ml 
of blood, had his licence suspended 
for 6 months, fined $500 and ordered 
to pay costs of $188. 

Kayleen Riley was convicted of 
common assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation, 
fined $400 and ordered to pay costs 
of $98.50. 

Selina Ring was convicted of 
disorderly behaviour in public and 
fined $250.  She was also convicted 
of obstructing public officers, fined 
$400 and ordered to pay costs of 
$98.50. 

Levi Roos was convicted of 
exceeding the speed limit between 10 
and 19km/h, fined $200 and ordered 
to pay costs of $188. 

Brodie Scorer was convicted of 
disorderly behaviour in public, fined 
$300 and ordered to pay costs of 
$188. 

Jed Shepherd was convicted of using 
an unlicensed vehicle on a road, fined 
$80, ordered to pay costs of $188 and 
to pay a half annual licence fee of 
$117.35. 

Lee Shuffle-Botham was convicted of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant and fined $250, he was 
convicted of possessing a prohibited 
drug (cannabis) and fined $300, and 
he was convicted of driving with a 
prescribed illicit drug in oral fluid or 
blood, had his licence suspended for 6 
months, fined $800, ordered to pay 
costs of $188 and to pay an analyst 
fee of $1500. 

Stewart Sing was convicted of 
criminal damage or destruction of 
property, fined $400, ordered to pay 
costs of $188 and to pay 
compensation of $58.18. 

Melissa Sykes was convicted of 14 
counts of  ill treatment of an animal 
that is contrary to the Animal Welfare 
Act and fined a total of $40,000. 

Adrian Tominsek plead guilty to 
having no authority to drive (never 
held), had his licence suspended for a 
further 3 months, fined $100 and 
ordered to pay costs of $188. 

Tamika Woods was convicted of 
causing alarm in a dwelling by 
Breach of the Peace, fined $1000 and 
ordered to pay costs of  $188.00. 

By BEV FLOCKART 

The 2017 Conference, which is 
being held on Saturday 2nd and 
Sunday 3rd September, will be the 
first conference held outside the 
metropolitan area since the 
inaugural conference held in 
Mukinbudin in 2009. 

The Merredin Men’s Shed are 
keen to make this conference a 
success and attract an attendance 
of those in Perth, which is an 
average of 150.  The Merredin 
group are planning a publicity 
campaign to reach every Men’s 
Shed in WA.  The campaign will 
feature our town and surrounding 
regions. 

The conference is timed so that 
visitors can attend the Dowerin 
Field Days on 30th and 31st August 
then arrive in Merredin on Friday 
1st September and join the 
Merredin group for a Sundowner 
before the conference. 

There are some shed members 
throughout the state who cannot 
attend the conferences for 
financial reasons, so the Merredin 
Men’s shed are looking to attract 
sponsorship as a way for the 
WAMSA to keep the conference 
affordable for all members, many 
of whom are pensioners.  
Sponsorship packages will be 
available within the next month.   

The Merredin Delegates to the 
WAMSA Conference Organising 
Committee are – Dennis Scaddan 
(Chairman), Jim Flockart, Peter 
McCrae, Phil Sachse and Bev 
Flockart (Secretary). 

Merredin 
Men’s Shed 
hosting 2017 
WA Men’s 

Shed 
Conference 
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By MELODY CHANTEUSE  

A group of six members of the 
Merredin Community Singers 
made an impromptu visit to 
Northbridge Monday, April 3 to 
hear the International Staff 
Songsters from Britain.  

Perth was the first leg of their 
Australasian tour which visits, 
Perth, Brisbane, Auckland, 
Wellington, Sydney, Canberra, 
Hobart and Melbourne. It was a 
big day for the Merredin group, 
leaving by car at 2.30pm 
attending the concert at 7.00pm 
and arriving back in Merredin at 
1.00am. 

The Perth Fortress Auditorium in 
Northbridge was packed with 
extra seats brought in. A concert 
of over two and quarter hours of 
mainly modern and mostly 
sacred choral music. I.S.S. is the 
premier choir of the Salvation 
Army, one of the world's best 
choirs. 

The audience bristled with 
enthusiasm, from the moment the 
concert started, we were so glad 

Letter to the Editor 
By LANGLEY SMITH 

What a wonderful reply to my 800 
words ‘My Thoughts’ 31st March in 
the Phoenix in the last issue; a whole 
page answer providing a great 
Council report in unlimited detail 
including dollar values! Thank you 
Ms Green, for providing information 
that no member of the community 
could possibly know about or have at 
their disposal. Never-the-less the 
information provided in the article 
implying me is incorrect. You 
haven’t found out your facts and 
clearly do not know me. But that’s 
alright its par for the course. 

The writer explains in the clearest 
possible terms in paragraph two, how 
she is just a member of the 
community stating, “These are my 
own personal thoughts, as a resident 
of the place called Merredin. While I 
do work at the Shire, these comments 
are not to be taken as being said on 
behalf of Council” Ms. Green is the 
Executive Assistant to the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Shire and 
in that position would be privy to 
more information and detail than 
most on the Council on any matter 
that passes through the doors to staff 
or councillors. Sorry but it’s a bit 
naughty not divulging that bit. 

The article comments “Not getting 
the answer or response you want 
from Council doesn’t mean it’s 

unenergetic or that it doesn’t know 
what good work is.” Misses the point 
entirely and takes the reader in 
another direction, I was at Council 
meeting about two matters one 
which has been on the Councils 
agenda for four years, and had 
provided to Council the answers and 
evidence that had evaded Council for 
those four years, the other I provided 
the documentation policy from 
Western Power which allows the use 
of their poles for Community 
Banners, i.e. Christmas/ANZAC Day 
etc. The third item completely 
amazed me at that meeting was a 
local sporting club wanting to find 
out why after four years they still 
have no answers to getting two 
ceiling fans fitted above the indoor 
courts at the Recreation Centre, the 
same model, design and type that is 
fitted in numerous other Shire 
Recreation Centres around the State. 
This club had long raised their 
portion of the funds. The CEO 
advised a process needed to be 
followed as the project is not 
included in Council’s IPR Suite of 
Plans hence matters such as any 
ongoing maintenance, structural 
suitability of the building and who 
would fund the project (should it 
proceed) needed to be determined. It 
was suggested that further research 
be undertaken into cooling options at 
other sporting venues and other 
quotes for commissioning an 
engineer’s report be sourced. Once 

that information was gathered a 
clearer indication of possible options 
and costs could be known. The CEO 
further added that funding 
constraints at the Federal and State 
level would have significant impacts 
on Council’s forthcoming budgets 
and the priority projects able to be 
undertaken. (Extract from the 
minutes)  This is the answer after 
several years, not yet on the Councils 
plans! That’s not good work MS 
Green and in my opinion 
unenergetic! 

The rest of the article is diatribe 
adding all sorts of other coloured 
debate to take away from the crux of 
the matter I was raising in my article 
that we need to do things properly 
with meticulous competence doing 
good work and I will now add 
timely. 

To make example of what I am 
saying, on Tuesday the 18th April, I 
contacted by email a councillor 
asking what was the state of play 
with one ongoing project of growing 
Merritt trees as I didn’t get an 
answer. The Councillor was shocked 
by my question being in knowledge 
that I had been advised by email that 
Council would fund a tray of 
seedlings of Merritt Trees (60) at 
$36, which I would have to arrange 
to get from Blyth Tree Farm 
Katanning to collect and arrange the 
planting either by myself or with the 

help of the Men’s Shed (Which I had 
stated at Council at a last resort) and 
look after and maintain the trees until 
they become fully established. The 
email was apparently sent way back 
in March, BUT I never received it. 
Why? It was sent to the wrong e-mail 
address.  Wrong email addresses 
bounce back and tell the sender it’s 
failed. Such a small matter, one could 
say we all make mistakes, but it’s not 
just one or two. Well after more 
emails and a returned phone call on 
the day from Ms. Green the e-mail 
was resent, and I received it. Thank 
you. 

A couple of people and a local 
Community group have suggested to 
me that we should have an Avenue of 
Honour of Merritt trees leading into 
Merredin along Great Easter 
Highway similar to that of Kings 
Park, with plaques showing the 
names of the Fallen that are listed on 
the Merredin Cenotaph and perhaps 
our other Veterans from other 
theatres of War not named there. 
What do you think? 

Never Give Up. 

Internationally acclaimed  
Choir Visit 

to attend; it was a good prelude to 
our upcoming tour to the 
Goldfields where the Merredin 
Community Singers Choir is 
headed in August. 

The Dessert Heart Song Festival is 
a biannual songfest of choirs from 
around the State that perform over 
three days with the main event 
being on the Saturday evening at 
the Goldfield Arts Centre 
Kalgoorlie. If you would like to 
join us we rehearse at 15 French 
Avenue Merredin on Monday 
evening’s 7.30p.m.  

Merredin Community Singers attend the 
Staff Songsters from Britain 

Write a letter to the editor of up 

to 500 words and email it to  

administration@merredincrc.com 
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By DEBBIE MORRIS 

How it came about? 

In early 2000 our family dog “Blue” 
was getting older and was not very 
well and we knew her time was near.  
We wanted somewhere nice for her 
final resting place (and not in the 
back yard).  We had seen the 
Corrigin Dog Cemetery and thought 
it would be great if Merredin had a 
Pet Cemetery, not as a tourist 
attraction but just a Cemetery, so that 
people had a place to visit their 
deceased pets. 

My husband Martin commenced 
discussions with China Southern WA 
Flying College about leasing the land 
along Narembeen Road to a 
community group called “Merredin 
on the Move” which amalgamated 
with the Merredin Community 
Resource Centre (CRC).  

Merredin Pet Cemetery 

Unfortunately our dog passed away 
in March, well before the Pet 
Cemetery was established, so a kind 
farmer allowed us to bury Blue on a 
corner of his property on Narembeen 
Road, which he didn’t crop. 

Through lots of support and 
donations from businesses and 
individuals including  Martin Morris, 
Landmark, Warren Crook, CRT, 
Merredin Telephone Services, Shire 
of Merredin, Karni Farm & Co, 
Merredin Lion’s Club, Two Dogs 
Home Hardware and the Prisoner 
Work Camp.  The Lease was signed 
in May 2002, the fence was erected 
and the entrance was completed in 
early 2003. 

A plan of all the graves was 
prepared, Michelle Murfit made a 
mosaic entrance sign and volunteers 
planted trees.  The fee for a burial 

was set at $50 which included the 
grave being prepared and burial 
completed. 

The funds from the burial fees were 
to be used for improvements, 
maintenance and promotion of the 
Cemetery. 

Alan Ferrier volunteered to be the 
Caretaker in 2003 and the first burial 
occurred on 18 November 2003. 

Unfortunately due to ill health, Alan 
gave up the Caretaker position in 
January 2010.  Alan sadly passed 
away in October 2010. 

Trevor Elliott took on the role of 
Caretaker in February 2010 and has 
been doing a fantastic job ever since. 

Now 

The Merredin CRC still owns and 
manages the Pet Cemetery and has 
sourced some funding over the years 
to install signage, table and seats and 
a hand held auger Due to the gravel 
and rock at the Cemetery the auger 
didn’t last.  Trevor has been digging 
the graves by hand for a number of 
years with a little bit of help from 
Essential Personnel for a couple of 
them. 

The CRC has looked into funding for 

a second hand digger (approximately 
$13,000), however due to the low 
number of burials a year, funding 
bodies do not see this as a good 
investment of public money. 

The CRC Committee agreed at the 
March meeting to increase the burial 
fee to $75 as the fee had not changed 
from 2003.  The Committee also 
agreed to contract a local business to 
dig refill 6 graves and spread gravel 
for a path.   

The Pet Cemetery now has 154 pets 
buried and 3 plots reserved.  It is a 
great facility and service for not only 
the Merredin community but 
surrounding towns and even some 
metropolitan people.  Of the 154 pets 
buried 29 are from elsewhere – 6 
from Kellerberrin, 4 from Bruce 
Rock, 4 from Metropolitan area, 3 
from Westonia, 3 from Southern 
Cross, 2 from Narembeen, 2 from 
Tammin and 1 each from Nungarin, 
Kununoppin, Trayning, Northam and 
Mukinbudin. 

The Merredin CRC is very proud of 
the Merredin Pet Cemetery and 
extremely appreciative of all the 
wonderful work Trevor Elliott does 
as Caretaker, he is amazing. 

Pet Cemetery entry sign by Michelle Murfit 
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By EMMA DAVIS 

Finish the sentence "Merredin is..." 

This was the question that kicked off 
the beginning of the Small Voices 
Project at the Cummins Theatre. 
Responses were collected from over 
100 participants at the Merredin 
Show with responses ranging from 
the positive "my happy place", to the 
literal "a town in WA", to the 
inspirational "a warm and loving 
community", to the despondant "a 
place I want to leave behind". 

The aim of the project is to collect 
and listen to the smallest voices in 
our community, the voices of 
children, and project them for the 
rest of the community to hear. The 
opening question posed to all of the 
community was then focused 
towards 100 children who 
participated in a day of activities at 
the Cummins Theatre. 

Stage one of the Small Voices 
Project involved Alex Desebrock 
bringing her astonishing work 
"Small Voices...Louder" to 
Merredin. Throughout the course of 
7 hours over 100 children aged 7-12 
years were asked to interact with an 
art installation and answer the big 
questions in life "What is worth 
remembering?", "What does the 
world need to hear?", and "What is 
love?". 

Small Voices of Merredin 
The childrens responses were 
recorded and will be put together 
into a series of short recordings to be 
released in early May across multiple 
platforms for the public to hear. 

"I really liked being asked these 
tricky questions. It was really cool 
thinking about what I would say to 
an alien." - A young participant in 
Small Voices...Louder. 

Stage two of the project involved 
artists Jacqueline Warwick and Sarah 
Lando from Camera Story working 
alongside 20 young people aged 7-17 
years to learn camera skills and 
record images of how they view 
Merredin. 

The photographs the children have 
put together will be exhibited 
alongside the recordings. 

"It was so much fun. I learned about 
photography and I got to have fun 
with my friends while exploring 
what is important to me." - A young 
participant in the photography 
workshops. 

Stage three of the project is still 
taking place and there is still time for 
children in Merredin to take part. 
This part of the project involves 
children working with local artists to 
create tactile images of what 
Merredin means to them. To date 
children have created fabric 
paintings of their favourite places 

which will be sewn together to create 
a tent where adults will be invited to 
step inside and see the world through 
the eyes of children. 

If you would like to take part in the 
final stage of the Small Voices 
Project there are still three activity 
days left: 

Saturday April 22nd 9am-12pm - 
Fabric painting and paper mache 
creatures 

Saturday April 29th 9am-12pm - 
Human sized flower creation and 
poetry writing 

Saturday May 6th 9am-12pm - 
Fabric painting and lantern creation 

The Small Voices Project was made 
possible by the Australian 
Governments regional arts program, 
the Regional Arts Fund, which gives 
all Australians better access to 
opportunitites to practise and 
experience the arts. The Regional 
Arts Fund is administered in Western 
Australia by Country Arts WA. 
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CRC COMMUNITY NEWS 

The Merredin CRC is prepared to 
organise a MYOB workshop 
should there be sufficient interest. 

With the end of the financial year 
only just around the corner, this is 
a great time for businesses, 
organisations and individuals to 
look at gaining some financial/
bookkeeping skills. 

If anyone is interested, please 
contact the Merredin CRC by the 
end of April 2017 by phoning 
90411041 or email 
merredin@crc.net.au 

Merredin CRC have held 
conversation with The Equal 
Opportunity Commission regarding 
delivery of a workshop on Equal 
Opportunity in the Workplace which 
would be suitable for Managers, 
Supervisors and Team Leaders.  

This follows on from the highly 
successful half-day workshop 
delivered by Work Safe WA on the 
Harmonious Workplaces. 

The Equal Opportunity workshop 
would be a 1 day workshop 
including morning tea, lunch and 
afternoon tea.   

The cost will be based on the number 
of attendees, so we are seeking 
Expressions of Interest from any 
business, organisation or individual 
who may be interested in attending. 

Please contact the Merredin CRC on 
90411041 or email 
merredin@crc.net.au 

Calling for Expressions 
of Interest – Equal  

Opportunity Essentials 
Workshop 

Only a couple of days left 
to register your interest 
in a MYOB workshop 

Travelling Phoenix 
The Phoenix recently travelled 
with Merredin CRC staff 
Members Corey and Kirsty to 
Blazing Swan in Kulin.  This 
year’s Blazing Swan theme was 
‘Elemental’ as shown on the 

neon (at night) metal sign behind 
us.   This photo was taken as we 
left site after 4 restless nights 
camping and no hot showers, 
which is why there is no close 
up, we weren’t looking our best. 

mailto:merredin@crc.net.au
mailto:merredin@crc.net.au
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Advertising in The Phoenix is easy, and  

less expensive than you’d think! 

Call 9041 1041 to get the  Advertising Rates today. 

Would you like to write an article for  

The Phoenix. 

Let us know what’s happening in your town. 

Email administration@merredincrc.com 

By LANCE FLEAY 

Recently Mrs Bernadette McGee 
presented Lance Fleay, President and 
Rosemary Lambert, Curator of the 
Merredin Railway Museum with the 
Western Australia Government Rail 
and Tramways (WAGRT) Institute 
Scroll that certifies that her father 
Bernard McGee held the office of 
Telegraph Instructor Merredin from 
1932 to 1934. 

This is now framed and on display at 
the Museum.  An added bonus was 
the complete life documentation of 
the whole family, which will be kept 
in a special folder at the Museum for 
interested visitors to see. 

The Railway Museum Committee 
thank the McGee family and 
especially Mrs Anne McGee for 
bringing her mother, Bernadette to 
Merredin for the presentation. 

Railway Museum presented 

with some history 

Bernadette McGee presents a scroll to 
Merredin Railway Museum’s Rosemary 

Lambert and Lance Fleay 

By MICHELLE MARKS—Shire 
of Merredin 

It has been 10 months since Toddy, 
the 2 metre high red sheep, was 
installed in Apex Park. His purpose 
was to encourage the community to 
recycle their beverage containers into 
a unique and quirky receptacle. 
Toddy has been collecting recyclable 
bottles every single day while he 
watches over families enjoying a 
picnic, or kids playing in the park. 
We are really pleased to report that 
members of the public are using him 
properly and are disposing of their 
bottles and cans into the receptacle 
ready for recycling.  

Household Recycling—Members of 
our staff who empty Toddy on a 
regular basis report that they are 
seeing members of the public 
bringing bags full of household 
recycling for deposit into Toddy. 
While it is great to see active 
recycling, it raises two questions: Do 
some residents not have a recycle bin 
to use? Do residents use Toddy 
because they believe their household 
recycle bin just goes to the tip? Let’s 
solve these problems: 

“I don’t have a recycle bin” - Shire 
of Merredin provides its residents 
with the yellow-topped recycle bin. 

Toddy’s Bottles and Dirty 
Nappies 

If you don’t have one on your 
property simply give the Shire office 
a call on 9041 1611 to arrange one.  

“I was told our recycling just goes 
to the tip” -  Are some residents 
recycling in Toddy because they 
have heard that their household 
recycle bin contents are just dumped 
at the tip? We have heard that 
rumour too. Be assured that your 
household recycling does get 
recycled. Avon Waste collect the 
contents of your recycle bin, takes it 
to their facility for sorting into 
categories, and disperses it to 
specialised centres for reuse.  

Toddy doesn’t like dirty nappies—
Let’s face it, no one likes a dirty 
nappy. Unfortunately, some Apex 
Park users decide they will change 
their babies and dump the dirty 
nappy right into poor Toddy instead 
of the general waste bins provided. 
This doesn’t make for a fun job for 
Shire staff who have to empty Toddy 
either. Please be considerate and 
dispose of dirty nappies in the 
rubbish bin and encourage others to 
do the same.  

To make it easier for park users to do 
the right thing, the Shire is planning 
on installing a general waste bin 
closer to Toddy for items that don’t 
belong in a recycling sheep.  

Toddy the sheep who collects recyclable bottles and cans at Apex Park 
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By KIRSTY ROCHFORD 

Blazing Swan is an annual event in 
Kulin which experiments in 
temporary community, where 
relationships are created, neighbours 
meet one another, and our collective 
survival is challenged, and this is one 
event not for the faint of heart.  

It is a wonderful opportunity to meet 
like-minded people, express your 
individuality, participate in 
workshops and spend a week in a 
community created reality. 

Blazing Swan is a not-for-profit 
organisation run by a volunteer 
committee who have a passion for 
creating this environment and 
experience for other ‘burners’.  Their 
objectives are to create an annual 
arts, music and cultural festival 
which is inclusive, accepting and 
safe, to support new art projects in 
WA, focus of workshops and 
training, fundraise to allow the event 
to happen, and undertake all of this 
in an environmentally sustainable 
manner.  

Blazing Swan is an event where 
anything goes (as long as it does not 
negatively impact any people or the 
environment!), but, like anything, 
there are some guidelines.  Blazing 
Swan is understood not only as an 
event, but as a way of life lived 
consistent with these 11 Principles.  
They are meant to be taken as a 
whole, as a set of commonly-
understood values. 

Radical Inclusion—Anyone may be 
a part of Blazing Swan. We welcome 
and respect the stranger. No pre-
requisites exist for participation in 
our community. Every person in our 
community is a valued member.  The 
diversity of people attending the 
blaze is amazing.  Teens dance with 
the older blazers, foreign speaking 
people converse with the Aussies in 
their own kind of sign language and 
clean cut virgin blazers are found in 
deep conversation with pierced, 
tattooed dreadlocked strangers.  

Gifting—Blazing Swan is devoted to 
acts of gifting: giving freely, without 
expectations of return or exchange. 
The value of a gift is unconditional. 
A gift is anything given in this spirit, 
whether it is a physical item, a 
service or performance, or 
something less tangible, such as 
friendship or companionship. 
Everyone has gifts to give. Blazing 
Swan is a money free and battering 
free environment, but gifting is a 
common thing.  Watching someone 
experience their first gifting moment 
is wonderful.  Giving and receiving 
comes so easily, from food and 
drink, to costumes, helping set up 
someone’s camp or even hugs or 
compliments.  

Decommodification—In order to 
preserve the spirit of gifting, our 

Kulin’s Blazing Swan 
community seeks to create social 
environments that are unmediated by 
commercial sponsorships, 
transactions, or advertising. We 
stand ready to protect our culture 
from such exploitation. We resist the 
substitution of consumption for 
participatory experience.  You won’t 
see paid advertising for Blazing 
Swan, you will hear about it spoken 
openly and lovingly by past blazers.  
Theme camps provide some of the 
entertainment, and these theme 
camps are developed and organised 
by their own groups. 

Radical Self-reliance— Blazing 
Swan encourages the individual to 
discover, exercise and rely on his or 
her inner resources.  Because 
Blazing Swan is a money free, barter 
free zone, there is nowhere to buy 
food, or anything else for that matter.  
It’s important to plan properly and 
pack everything you need for the 
week.  All the things to make life as 
comfortable as possible while on site 
(we even packed a chandelier and 
blow up couch!)  There are a number 
of gifting camps who will provide 
you with nourishment, but these 
aren’t to be relied on.  Two being 
‘Steampunk Pancakes’ who make 
delicious pancakes for breakfast each 
morning and ‘Church of 
Belligerence’ who did corn on the 
cob.  

Radical Self-expression—Radical 
self-expression arises from the 
unique gifts of the individual. No one 
other than the individual or a 
collaborating group can determine 
its content. It is offered as a gift to 
others. In this spirit, the giver should 
respect the rights and liberties of the 
recipient.  An opportunity to wear 
whatever you like and express 
yourself in any way you could 
imagine.  A week in your PJ’s if 
you’d like!  An open mind is needed 
at Blazing Swan as you’ll get to 
witness people in ways you never 
imagined. 

Communal Effort—Our community 
values creative cooperation and 
collaboration. Volunteers are the life 
force of our community. We strive to 
produce, promote, and protect social 
networks, public spaces, works of art, 
and methods of communication that 
support such interaction.  Blazing 
Swan isn’t just something you GO to, 
it’s something you participate in.  
Whether it be attending a yoga class 
in the morning, writing messages on 
the community noticeboard, helping 
out at a gifting camp, there’s 
something for everyone to do to get 
involved.  Local community 
involvement is important for this 
event, and the Kulin Shire, hardware 
and community as a whole are huge 
supporters. 

Civic Responsibility—We value 
civil society. Community members 
who organise events should assume 

responsibility for public welfare and 
endeavour to communicate civic 
responsibilities to participants. They 
must also assume responsibility for 
conducting events in accordance 
with local, state and federal laws.  
Even in an ideal world like Blazing 
Swan, there are still legal 
requirements to adhere to.  
Paperwork needs to be completed by 
the organisers, OH&S requirements 
must be met by theme camps, and 
the boys in blue visit on-site so laws 
outside the Blaze also apply.  

Leaving No Trace—Our community 
respects the environment. We are 
committed to leaving no physical 
trace of our activities wherever we 
gather. We clean up after ourselves 
and endeavour, whenever possible, 
to leave such places in a better state 
than when we found them.  This is all 
about MOOP (matter out of place).  
Moop is a hot topic at Blazing Swan, 
with the use of sippy cups 
encouraged over cans of drink.  All 
rubbish is taken away with the 
campers when they leave, even down 
to the tiniest sequin.  This means a 
lot of thought needs to be put in 
before the event to make sure the 
least potential rubbish is taken on 
site. 

Participation- Our community is 
committed to a radically 
participatory ethic. We believe that 
transformative change, whether in 
the individual or in society, can 
occur only through the medium of 
deeply personal participation. We 
achieve being through doing. 
Everyone is invited to work. 
Everyone is invited to play. We make 
the world real through actions that 
open the heart and create 
connection.  Blazing Swan is not a 
spectator’s event and how could it be 

with so much to do!  Dance, music, 
art, workshops, climbing the rocks, 
walking on the lake, making new 
friends, helping out at camps, there is 
just so much to do. 

Immediacy—Be Here Now. We seek 
to overcome barriers that stand 
between us and a recognition of our 
inner-selves, the reality of those 
around us, participation in society, 
and contact with a natural world. Be 
aware of yourself, of others, of your 
surroundings and your place in our 
community and the world. No idea 
can substitute for this experience.  
Living in the moment, such a 
difficult thing to do in our day to day 
lives.  Completely possible at 
Blazing Swan, wake up when you 
want to, eat when you’re hungry, live 
in the moment, focus, such a 
fabulous way of life, one that we 
could all benefit from by adding a 
little in our lives.  

Consent—Respect the autonomy of 
the individual: every person has the 
right to make decisions about their 
own body, property, and personal 
space. What you see as a gift might 
be a curse if it is unwelcome (or 
unwanted), so when giving a gift, 
entering someone’s personal space, 
taking a photo or video, or using 
someone’s property, ask permission 
first. Only proceed if there is consent 
between all parties.   

This is a week that I know that a lot 
of people look forward to, and count 
down the days to.  An opportunity to 
just be yourself, not Mum/Dad, not 
an employee, just yourself.  A time 
to express yourself, be yourself, and 
allow yourself, to just be you, and 
know you’ll be accepted and 
celebrated, just for being you.  
Sounds like a perfect world to me.  

One of the many artworks scattered around the Blazing Swan site in Kulin 



12               MERREDIN COMMUNITY & REGIONAL NEWS  Friday, April 28th, 2017 

 

By CHESNEY MALONEY 

Two Dogs Hardware had our 
annual Lucky number on Thursday 
13th April.  Congratulations to all 
winners. All others that came in 
collected a prize as well. 

Two Dogs would like to thank 
everyone who came in and 
supported our lucky number 
promotion, what an amazing day 
we had. We had a full car park and 

Two Dogs Lucky Number 
lots of happy customers. If you 
don’t know about our Lucky 
Number Competition, we send out 
5000 numbers in the post and you 
have to come in between 2pm and 
6pm to win a major prize. We had 
over 300 people come in and check 
their numbers with 1st prize going 
off quite early in the day. The other 
three major prizes went into the 
second chance draw. 

Thank you so much to our staff 
who worked so hard, amazing 
work. 

We are already working on next 
years lucky number and what we 
can do better. This year we had 
5000 numbers and we didn't have 
any left over. 

Congratulations to our winners this 
year. 

1st prize- Nick Ash 
2nd prize- Robyn Hutchings 
3rd prize- Kaye Whitehead 
4th prize- Ethel Haywood 

Plus congratulations to everyone 
who came in between 2pm and 
6pm for getting a prize. 

Thanks from Jen, Lloyd, Mark, 
Chesney and all staff at Two 
Dogs. 

Two Dogs was very busy on Lucky Number day Mark Maloney, 1st prize winner Nick Ash and ?? 
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POSITION VACANT 

PRACTICE / BUSINESS ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGER 

A well established and fast growing primary healthcare organisation with 
operating sites in the outer metropolitan and country side requires to employ 
the service of an enthusiastic Practice/Business Administrative Manager. 

Essential criteria for this role requires the candidate to have a high level 
degree qualification in business administration, must be  MYOB Account 
certified, be experienced in the use of Best Practice Software and have a 
certificate qualification on how to interpret and apply medical terminology 
appropriately. 

Possession of strong financial background, human relations, administrative 
skills and experiences are also essential for this role. 

This role will require successful candidate to: 

 Develop a unified operating culture, structure and policy for the business 

 Liaise professionally with the clients, clinical and administrative staff of 
the practices 

 Oversee the day to day operations of the practices 

 Maintain correspondence and compliance with all relevant regulatory 
and legislative authorities 

 Payroll, bookkeeping and basic accounting functions 

 Support clients, management and other stakeholders related to the 
practice as the need arises 

This role  requires working on weekends and traveling between our country 
side and outer metropolitan locations which are three hours drive apart, for 
effective co-ordination and smooth running of the practice operations. 

A competitive salary will be offered based on skills and experience. 

If this sound great for you and you want to be part of our ever proactive 
work force, kindly email your CV to myramosses.abah@gmail.com or 
telephone 0451 661 680 for more information. 

By WENDY PORTER 

The Merredin Regional Library will 
be hosting the Returned & Services 
League of Australia WA Branch 
Incorporated (RSLWA) From War to 
Remembrance - A Living History of 
the RSL, a travelling exhibition 
created to celebrate the formation, 
purpose and the many and varied 
activities of the RSL throughout 
WA. 

Visitors to the travelling exhibition 

From War to Remembrance – 
a living history of the RSL 

can read about the history of the 
organisation, the RSL’s involvement 
in supporting veterans and their 
dependents, and role within the local 
community.  The exhibition features 
photographs from the archives of the 
RSL and the State Library of 
Western Australia. 

The exhibition will be in the library 
from 13th April until 20th May 2017 
during library opening hours and 
entry is free. 

mailto:myramosses.abah@gmail.com
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SHIRE OF MERREDIN 

ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAWS 

The Council of the Shire of Merredin resolved on 21 March 2017 to adopt the following local laws: 

 Activities on Thoroughfares and Public Places and Trading Amendment Local Law 2017; 

 Bush Fire Brigades Amendment Local Law 2017; 

 Cemeteries Amendment Local Law 2017; 

 Fencing Amendment Local Law 2017; 

 Local Government Property Amendment Local Law 2017; and 

 Standing Orders Local Law 2017. 
 

The purpose and effect of the local laws are as follows: 

Activities on Thoroughfares and Public Places and Trading Amendment Local Law 2017 

Purpose: To amend the local law relating to activities in thoroughfares and public places and trading. 

Effect: Some activities are prohibited; some activities are permitted only under permit in thoroughfares and public places. The local  law 
also enables a local government to require house numbering and the erection of fences in certain circumstances. 
 

Bush Fire Brigades Amendment Local Law 2017 

Purpose: To amend the provisions about the organisation, establishment, maintenance and equipment of bush fire brigades. 

Effect: To align the existing local law with changes in law and operational practice. 
 

Cemeteries Amendment Local Law 2017 

Purpose: To amend the local law to provide for the orderly management of the public cemetery in the Shire of Merredin.   

Effect: To ensure compliance by all persons engaged in the administration of the cemetery, burying deceased in the cemetery, or 
otherwise providing services to or making use of the cemetery. 
 

Fencing Amendment Local Law 2017 

Purpose: To amend the local law to provide a sufficient fence for purposes of the Dividing Fences Act 1961 and to state the materials to 
be used and safety measures to be taken for some types of fencing. 

Effect: Augments the compliance requirements of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1960 with respect to the 
erection and maintenance of fencing. 
 

Local Government Property Amendment Local Law 2017 

Purpose: To regulate the care, control and management of all property of the local government except thoroughfares.  

Effect: To control the use of local government property. Some activities are permitted only under a permit or under a determination and 
some activities are restricted or prohibited. Offences are created for inappropriate behaviour in or on local government property. 
 

Standing Orders Local Law 2017 

Purpose: Is to provide the rules for the conduct of meetings of the Council, Committees and electors. 

Effect: To result in: 

a) the orderly and effective conduct of meetings; 

b) greater community understanding of the meeting process; 

c) better decision making by the Shire; and 

d) better outcomes from decisions made. 

A copy of the local laws may be inspected at or obtained via the website www.merredin.wa.gov.au or from the Shire of Merredin, corner King and 
Barrack Streets Merredin between the hours of 8.30am and 4.30pm Monday to Friday. 

The local laws were gazetted in the Government Gazette on 26 April 2017 and will come into effect on 11 May 2017. 

Greg Powell 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

http://www.merredin.wa.gov.au
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On Friday 7 April Merredin College 
students participated in two ANZAC 
services. Year 10 students with the 
support of teachers, Mr Matthew 
Baltovich and Mrs Rebecca Ryan 
did a fantastic job of the secondary 
ceremony.  We were delighted to 
welcome our Veterans, Mr Aubrey 
Tonkin, Mr Eddie Johnston, Mr 
Brett Postans and Mr Kim Friis who 
joined us for the service.  Mr Mick 
Hayden began proceedings with a 
Welcome to Country.  

Highlights of the secondary service 
were the ANZAC addresses prepared 
and read by students Amy Robartson 
and Rachael White, and Jack 
Downsborough and Gavin Muir. 
These were followed by four very 
moving and thought provoking Odes 
written by Chloe Walsh, Kassidy 
Fuller, Callum Penny and Chelsea 
Willis. Wreaths were laid by our 
Head Boy and Girl (Josh Dixon and 
Lauren Barrass), P&C Treasurer (Mr 
Darren Gardiner) and School Board 
Chair (Mrs Julie Flockart), Senior 
Sergeant Shane Crook and our 
Veterans. We are indebted to 
members of the Army Cadets, 
Bowden De Waal and Jarryd Hurle 
who attended to the flag. We also 
appreciate the efforts of the primary 
school Choir under the guidance of 
Mrs Caryn Adamson who sang In 
Flanders Fields and We Will Not 
Forget.  

The primary commemorative 
function followed the secondary 
service and was professionally 
presented by our primary student 
leadership team. As this year marks 

Merredin College ANZAC Commemorative 

the 75th anniversary of the Kokoda 
campaign which was said to be one 
of the bloodiest campaigns of World 
War II, our primary students gave 
thanks to those men and women who 
served to protect our country.  

In their ANZAC addresses, Jack 
Truglio, Hallie Anderson, Campbell 
Gardiner and Chelsea Routledge 
outlined several facts about the 
Kokoda campaign. More Australians 
died in seven months of fighting in 
New Guinea than in any other 
campaign. Many young Australians 
with an average age between 18 and 
19 never returned home and lie in 
graves at the Bomana War Cemetery. 

Most of the village people in New 
Guinea worked during the war, 
helping to support by carrying 
supplies for the troops. Teams also 
carried the wounded soldiers back to 
hospital tents. These people were 
fondly known as the Fuzzy Wuzzy 
Angels. They were called this 
because of their fuzzy hair and their 
wonderful assistance to our soldiers. 
The last Fuzzy Wuzzy Angel passed 
away recently. His name was Faok 
Bokoi and was the last living link 
between Australia and New Guinea 
history.  

At the primary service, students were 
given the following advice: ‘Today, 
when we hear someone speak about 
the ANZAC spirit, think of courage, 
bravery, endurance, mateship, 
determination and sacrifice. These 
are the values that were 
demonstrated so strongly by the 
soldiers at Gallipoli and are 
important in defining Australia as a 

nation’.  

Following both of the ANZAC 
services our returned servicemen, 
cadets, staff, student leaders and 
other special guests attended a 
beautiful morning tea organised by 
Mrs Lee Wilcox. 
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Chris’s Corner 
CHAINSAW CUTTING 

ON AN ANGLE 

By CHRIS VAN DER MERWE 

If you are finding your chainsaw is 

cutting on an angle, here are some 

ways to fix the problem. 

 Make sure the angles of the tooth 

on the chain are sharpened at the 

correct angle on both the left and 

right side of the chain. 

Make sure the length of the tooth is 

the same on both the left and right 

side of the chain once sharpened. 

Check your guide bar for wear. If 

this is worn this will also contribute 

to the chainsaw cutting on an angle. 

If you have a question you would 
like answered about your 
lawnmower, chainsaw, line trimmer 
or other piece of equipment just 
email it to 

chris@merredinmowers.com.au. 

Merredin 

Mower 

& 

Chainsaw 

Centre 

22 Railway Ave, Merredin WA 6415 
Phone: (08) 9041 3325 
Mobile: 0428 308 808 
Email: chris@merredinmowers.com.au 

continued …………….. 

“Excerpt from “The History of the 
Merredin District” by FA Law” 

Harling Street and Barr Street we get 
from board members of that name but 
the origin of MacDonald Street is 
unknown. 

Golf Road leads to the Golf links and 
Telfer Avenue perpetuates the name of 
William Francis Telfer. 

Lukin Street in the old townsite we get 
from the association of the District with 
Surveyor Lukin. 

Going to the residential area south of the 

Street Names of Merredin and  
their Derivation  

main railway line the streets named in 
the first sub-division date from soon after 
the first World War when the names of 
war leaders were prominent.  So we got 
French Avenue (General French), Todd 
Street (General Todd), Kitchener Road 
(Field Marshall Lord Kitchener), Haig 
Road (Field Marshall Lord Haig), 
Craddock Road (Admiral Craddock), 
Hobbs Road (Lt. General Hobbs), 
Allenby Street (Lord Allenby), Jellicoe 
Road (Admiral Jellicoe), and Throssell 
Road (Lt Throssell, a Western Australian 
V.C. Winner). 

South Avenue is the main arterial road 
leading south to Bruce Rock (sometimes 
called Bruce Rock Road).   
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“Excerpt from Landgate” (Western Australian 
Land Information Authority) 

Baandee 

Baandee is a townsite on the Great Eastern 
Highway near Doodlakine, between Kellerberrin 
and Merredin. It was gazetted in April 1912, and is 
an Aboriginal word, sometimes spelt "Barndi", and 
possibly meaning "to smell". "Barndy" is also a 
word for "swan" in one SW dialect.  
Note: C. W. Massingham, a very early settler in the 
Merredin district, recorded the Aboriginal name of 
Hines Hill, a hill about 8km NE of Baandee, as 
"Baandui". He was of the opinion that this was 
where Baandee got its name. 

Burracoppin 

A townsite on the Great Eastern Highway east of 
Merredin, Burracoppin was gazetted in 1891. It 
takes its name from Burracoppin Rock, a nearby 
granite rock, the name of which was first recorded 
in 1864 as Burancooping Rock. It was also shown 
as Lansdowne Hill in 1836. It is an Aboriginal 
name said to mean "near a big hill". 

Hines Hill 

The townsite of Hines Hill is located on the Great 
Eastern Highway between Merredin and 
Doodlakine, 240 km east of Perth. The railway line 
from Northam to Southern Cross was constructed 
through here in 1893-4, and this section opened for 
traffic in January 1895. Hines Hill was one of the 
original stations when the line opened, and the 
government subdivided land in the area. The 
townsite is named after the siding, and was 
gazetted in 1910. 

Where did the Town names come from? 
Hines Hill is a nearby physical feature, and C.W. 
Massingham, a very early settler in the Merredin 
district, has stated that this feature was named after 
Jack Hines who collected sandalwood around 
there. Massingham recorded the Aboriginal name 
for this hill as "Baandui". Other records show the 
name as Bainding. 

Muntadgin 

Muntadgin townsite is located in the eastern 
agricultural region, 293 km east of Perth. When the 
railway from Narembeen to Merredin was 
constructed Muntadgin was one of the sites 
selected for a siding. The district surveyor also felt 
the location was suitable for a townsite, and 
recommended lots be surveyed and a townsite 
declared. Following survey the townsite was 
gazetted in 1925. The name is Aboriginal, and 
derived from nearby Muntadgin Soak. This name 
was first recorded on maps of the area in 1912. 

Nangeenan 

Nangeenan townsite is located in the central 
agricultural region, 245 km east north east of Perth 
and 15 km west of Merredin. The area was opened 
up for farming in 1895, and a railway station on the 
main railway to Southern Cross established here in 
the late 1890s. In 1899 settlers requested the 
Department of Lands & Surveys make land 
available for a townsite, but it was 1904 before a 
subdivision was designed, and 1905 before lots 
were surveyed. The declaration of the townsite 
took place the same year. It is not known why this 
Aboriginal name was used for the railway station 
and the townsite, as there are no nearby features 
with this name. There is a Nangeen Hill, but this is 
over 50 km away, south of Kellerberrin. The 

meaning of the name is not known. 

Nukarni 

Nukarni is located 283 km east north east of Perth 
in the central agricultural region. It is 23 km north 
of Merredin. It is also located on the railway line 
from Goomalling to Merredin, and when the 
Kunnoppin to Merredin extension of this line was 
planned in 1910, a location for a siding at 
"Newcarnie" was proposed. Land was also set 
aside for a townsite at the proposed siding, but the 
spelling was changed to "Nukarni" in accordance 
with rules for the spelling of Aboriginal names 
adopted by the Department of Land & Surveys. 
After survey a townsite was gazetted in 1912. The 
spelling of the siding was not changed from 
Newcarnie until 1924. The name is derived from 
Nukarni Rocks, located about 12km west of the 
townsite. The meaning of the name is not known. 

Nukarni Store 1950’s 
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Health 

Youth and 
cancer  

By KAREN HANSEN—CANCER 
COUNCIL WA 
 

Youth make up approx. 2% cancers 
diagnosed in Australia.  Common 
cancers, breast, testis, most common 
melanoma, lymphoma and thyroid.  
Youth living outside cities more likely to 
be diagnosed with cancer than city youth 
 

How to reduce cancer risk when adults  

 By instilling good healthy behaviours 
in children and youth can reduce their 
cancer risk when adults 

 Parents can help by being good role 
models  

 Biggest risk factor for young people is 
being overweight and obese.   In WA 
1:4 children and teenagers are 
overweight or obese. 

 Recent modelling shows that young 
adults are gaining more weight than 
they were in previous generations and 
by 2025, 35% of population will be 
obese. 

 Overweight children have a 
much greater chance of becoming 
obese adults.  

 Obesity is a risk factor for 13 cancers 
(including bowel, breast, pancreas, 
ovarian, kidney, blood and brain 
cancer) and toxic fat leads to fatty liver 
disease - linked to liver cancer.   

 

Key messages – (as per adults) 

 Don’t smoke!  

 Eat healthy food – young people are 
not eating enough fruit/veges! 

 Be physically active - during 
adolescence, minimum 60 minutes 
moderate/vigorous activity every day. 

 Maintain a healthy weight  

 Be SunSmart – most common cancer 
melanoma in this age group, also 
most preventable.    

 Avoid alcohol – don’t binge drink  

 Tune in to your body – what’s 
normal, see GP with any changes 

 Younger ‘youth’ – have the Human 
papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine against 
cervical cancer. Immunising boys 
helps girls by decreasing their chance 
of getting HPV and therefore cervical 
cancer. High-risk HPV can cause 
other cancers, such as penile cancer, 
or cancers of the head and neck, By 
vaccinating boys they too are being 
protected against certain cancers. 

By IAN SCHELL 

The worst number in Australia right 
now is 8.3. Every day in Australia, 
8.3 people take their own lives. 1 

I was nearly one of those statistics. 
On my 21st birthday in 2000, I tried 
to take my own life. Again, in 2014, 
I hit rock bottom, and contemplated 
it for a second time. 

The silly thing is that on paper, I had 
it all - lovely wife, great house, good 
paying job and two wonderful kids. 
And yet I was severely depressed 
and wanted it to stop.  

I had been on anti-depressants for 
years, but none of them fixed the 
problems. They just masked the 
symptoms. I wanted a solution.  

We found a holistic retreat in 
Queensland - It worked VERY well. 
In the 3 weeks there, I lost 16kg and 
felt like a million bucks.  

I regard my depression as one of the 
best things that has happened to me. 
Because of the darkness, I can 
appreciate the light. I got the help 
that I needed, gaining new 
information, tools and techniques to 
cope. And now, I am on a mission to 
help others, to pass on the 
information that I found effective in 
a hope to reduce that statistic.  

Bruce Rock man tackles a national problem 
It’s all about getting back to Basix – 
yes that spelling is correct, meaning 
basics but ends with a six, because 
there are six essential elements to 
build a better life: 

1. Choice, Decision and 
Commitment. The solutions 
come from within; they start 
with a choice, are possible with 
a decision and happen with 
absolute commitment. 

2. Goals, Habits and Growth.  If 
you aren’t growing, you are 
decaying. Develop regular 
habits to support your goals for 
growth, and you can’t help but 
succeed by default.  

3. Thoughts and Beliefs. 

The four crappy beliefs that 
cause us stress: 

a) Things aren’t going to plan 

b) Missing out on things 

c) Should have done things 
differently 

d) I am worth-less (degrading 
ourselves) 
And their four acceptance 
upgrades to reduce that stress 

 Things happen – life is a 
rollercoaster. Take the good 
with the bad. 

 I gain when I lose – there is 
valuable learning in every 
situation. 

 We always do the best we 
can with what we have at 
the times. 

 I am always worthy – my 
value as a human being is 
always the same. 

4. Food.  Keep it clean, natural and 
unprocessed. It’s how we 
evolved as a species. What can 
be more natural than eating 
natural? It is the best way to 
correct your body/brain 
chemistry. 

5. Exercise.  Don’t exercise to lose 
weight, exercise for the natural 
endorphins to feel great. Move it 

or lose it, move your body or 
lose your health - both physical 
and mental.  

6. Peace of Mind.  It is the opposite 
of feeling stressed, the ability to 
turn off the chatter and the 
clarity to make better decisions. 
To build peace of mind: make 
sure you get enough regular 
sleep, meditate or mindfulness, 
live in the moment and have 
some fun.  

You may be doing a cracking good 
job of some of these already, but like 
any strong foundation we need to 
build them all equally. Otherwise, 
under stress, cracks may appear.  

For some people, medications may 
be necessary, but what this way of 
living does is improve your natural 
body/brain chemistry, ease the mind, 
and hopefully reduce the need for 
meds.  

Three crucial pieces of advice for 
anyone suffering from stress, 
depression or anxiety: 

1. ALWAYS hold on to hope that 
life can get better. 

2. Look after yourself, put your 
own health needs first. 

3. Get back to Basix – build all six 
elements to live a better life. 

For more, grab a copy of the book 
‘DeFunkMe: The Basix’, available 
on Amazon from May 8th.  

Iam Schell, author of DeFunkMe 

http://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Reports-and-publications/Population-surveys
http://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Reports-and-publications/Population-surveys
http://healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/N_R/Overweight-and-obesity-in-children
http://healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/N_R/Overweight-and-obesity-in-children
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Australia Funeral Directors 

Association Award, 2016  

I’ve spent fifteen years trying to 

numb the hurt and push down the 

pain.  I’ve tried to drown the 

darkness in wine and whiskey. 

Stuffed in food to squash and silence 

the sorrow. Run marathons hoping to 

outrun the demons. For fifteen years 

I have failed. Finally, I have given 

into the grief.  For the past six days I 

have cocooned myself in my doona 

and cried the deepest, darkest, ugliest 

tears. When my mother killed herself 

fifteen years ago I didn’t shed a 

single tear. It was as if the shock 

froze the tears. Six days ago the tears 

thawed and spilled out like Niagara. 

These past few days I cannot recall 

leaving my bed cocoon and yet I 

know I must have sought water, 

food, bathroom. Today is the first 

day that I am conscious of being, of 

breathing and of needing sunlight, 

sustenance and cleansing. My eyes, 

nose, throat and lungs ache from 

crying and my body is weak and 

waned like a wooden chair left too 

long in the rain. Despite these 

physical protests, my heart and head 

Finding Grief Jen MacCulloch  
feel lighter and freer than they have 

since my mother’s death. It occurs to 

me that all the years I’d been 

eschewing the pain I should have 

been embracing it, eyeballing it. All 

these years I’d been hiding had only 

made the grief keep on seeking. Now 

I was the seeker and I had found 

grief, called him out and won the 

game. I stand under the shower 

which is surely my first in six days. I 

feel every hot droplet. I feel the suds 

singe my eyes. I feel my toes grip the 

tiles. I am aware of every hair that 

the pink plastic razor severs. I feel 

everything. It is overwhelming and a 

relief at once. I wrap a scratchy 

towel around my middle and peer 

into the foggy mirror. For the first 

time in forever I see me and I stare at 

me. I smile. The first sincere, 

guiltless, unrehearsed smile since her 

death. I have finally grieved for my 

mother. Let her go. Forgiven her. 

Released my guilt. Understood her. 

Known her. Laid her to rest. My 

days of trying to drown, stuff and 

outrun my grief are over. I will never 

spend another day that way. I am 

free.  
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By VANESSA WITTSTOCK 

This idea was born when the CRC 
visited the student council in 
September to find out what they 
would like to do this year. A few 
ideas were thrown around including 
a dirt bike day; but eventually we 
came up with a camp out. All the 
student councillors got involved, 
they wrote letters of support to be 
attached to the Grant and once the 
Grant was approved they all 
submitted artwork to be included in 
the advertising. We even had two 
brave students who participated in a 
radio interview.  

At 3:30 on Friday cars starting 
rolling onto Avoca Farm and kids 
pilled out armed with their tents 
and excited chatter. We divided the 
camps into “boys” and “girls” 
camps and before long they were 
getting stuck into setting up camp, 
if we had a competition on who 
could be the loudest the girls would 
win by a mile! With a little help 
from our volunteers we had an 
impressive looking camp.  

Our Tribe leaders Sara Nation, 
Jolie Cheetham, Chloe Kuhne-
Munroe, Nikau Brown, Jei-Kwjuan 
Brown and Joel Fitzgerald picked 

Narembeen Survival Campout 
who would be in their tribes we ended 
up with Team Kapanua, the Warriors, 
the Survivors, the ferocious Bees, the 
Sock Monkeys, the feisty Foxes.  

Not long after the tribes got together, 
we sent them off with a map of 
Avoca farm to find our hidden 
orienteering flags, one volunteer 
following each team. It wasn’t going 
to be easy as Leanne made sure to 
hide them to make sure they really 
had to look for them! The 
Orienteering Game was a fantastic 
activity to develop navigational and 
orienteering skills focusing on the 
motto: Stay as a team, work as a 
team, come back as a team, fastest 
team wins. 

It didn’t take the winning team long 
to return! The sock monkeys returned 
to the camp gaining their first 6 
points, followed by team Kapanua. 
Waiting for the other tribes to return 
some decided to join the teams that 
had not found all the flags. It was 
great to see such amazing team 
support. 

Our second game was ready to really 
test our tribes’ survival skills, Fire 
Starting! The winner of the 
orienteering game was first to pick 
one of the three methods: the hand 

drill, the flint and steel set and the 
batteries and steel method. Not 
knowing which one was the easiest or 
hardest method tribe by tribe picked 
the method they thought would be 
easiest. After everyone picked theirs, 
they had to create a small fire pit 
using rocks and dry wood, once that 
was done they got given the 
instructions. First tribe to make a 
small fire wins, sounds easy but we 
can guarantee you, it wasn’t. Nearly 
all tribes got sparks but it took some 
help of our brave volunteers to show 
them how it was done. Unfortunately 
there were no winners, but they all 
got stuck into the challenge and had a 
blast! After the non-fire starting it 
seemed like the perfect time for 
dinner to cheer up some of the 
frustrated kids. The burgers satisfied 
everyone and it seemed that everyone 
came back for seconds, but the 
smores (marshmallow, crackers & 
chocolate) brought grins to 
everyone’s faces including the 
volunteers. 

Full of sugar it was time to send the 
young kids home, wishing them a 
good night and making sure they 
would return to support their tribes in 
tomorrow’s games. For the rest this 
meant it was time to play Spotlight!!
Because of the rocky terrain they 
were only allowed to hide in one spot 
and coudnt run ,after waiting for 3 
minutes two seekers with their 
spotlights set off to find the hiders. 
Once found they had to join the team 
as a seeker. This game was loved by 
many, even more by those ones found 
last.  

With time passing and the night 
getting cooler, we gathered around 
the fire and decided it was time for 
some ‘Two Truths and a Lie’, 
‘Chinese Whispers’, ‘The continuing 
Story’ and some warm Milo to warm 
our cold hands.  

By 10pm we had the first requests to 
go to bed, whoever wanted to play 
some more Chinese Whispers was 
allowed to join the volunteers till 
10.30pm, then everybody got sent off 
to use to Porta Loos one last time and 
brush their teeth. 11pm passed and it 
would have definitely been time for 
us volunteers to clink our glasses to 
such a successful afternoon, but 
responsibly and tiredness put a stop to 
those plans. One last wander around 
to make sure everybody understood 
the rules of whispering (the girls 
needed a lesson on the art of 
whispering) and it was time to get 

some sleep before the next morning’s 
activities.  

Bright eyed and bushy tailed we 
jumped out of our swags before 6am 
to find the first survivors gathered 
around the still going fire. This was a 
bit of free time for everyone to have a 
chat and go for a walk before a 
breakfast of Bacon and eggs. 

7am come and the first younger kids 
arrived back at the scene to support 
their tribes in: The Survival Exercise.  
Purpose of this exercise is to compare 
individual and group problem solving 
and to explore the group. The 
situation described in the problem 
(crash-landed in the Antarctic) is 
based on actual cases in which men 
and women lived or died depending 
upon the survival decisions they 
made. The task was to rank different 
items according to their importance to 
their survival, starting with “1” the 
most important, to “15” the least 
important. Unfortunately only three 
of our six tribes would have survived. 
Although the volunteers would not 
have done much better. 

The last and deciding game before 
packing up camp and presentations 
was Capture the Flag. After a few 
false starts the ground rules were 
established and chaos rained on 
Avoca Farm as 35 kids scattered in all 
direction to become the ultimate 
Capture the Flag winner, each tribe 
had to try to capture as many other 
flags as possible and boy did they 
take this seriously! After 20minutes 
the overall winner was decided, Team 
Kapanua, won with 15 points, 
followed by the Sock Monkeys and 
the Warriors.  

All in all we are all survivors and the 
Feedback Forms made it more than 
clear that everybody really enjoyed it 
and would have just liked to extend it 
for a few more extra days. This will 
obviously have to be discussed but 
seeing some kids still running around 
wearing their bandannas, three days 
after camp makes us feel even more 
happier. 

Thank you to the Department of 
Local Government and Communities 
for funding and thank you to Elders 
Narembeen for  

Thank you to all our great volunteers; 
even though none of us got a good 
night of sleep that night we really 
appreciate everyone’s help!! We will 
let you know when the next camp out 
is. 
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Science 

By GRANT STAINER 

You could be forgiven for thinking 
of mistletoe as a European plant 
given the stories and myths it has 
been included in, but Australia easily 
trumps Europe in the variety of 
mistletoes that grow here.  

Australia has 91 native species of 
mistletoe that have been identified so 
far, compared with just 4 species in 
the whole of Europe.  

Despite common belief, all 
mistletoes growing in Australia are 
native, not introduced. 

Mistletoes are woody, usually aerial, 
parasitic plants that take their water 
and nutrients from other plants, 
rather than directly from the soil.  
Mistletoes use a specialised organ 
called a haustorium to attach to their 
host and take the water and nutrients 
from the xylem tissue.  

Mistletoes leave their leaf stomata 
(breathing pores) open all the time, 
which results in a strong moisture 
gradient between the mistletoe and 
the host, providing the mistletoe with 
a continuous supply of water.  

Whilst most mistletoes are aerial, 
growing on branches of trees or 
shrubs, some mistletoes are root-
parasitic, such as the Sandalwoods. 
The world’s largest, and most 
impressive mistletoe is the Western 
Australian Christmas Tree (Nuytsia 
floribunda), which is a root-parasitic 
mistletoe.  

Mistletoes currently fall into four 
families, being the Christmas 
mistletoes (Viscaceae), the showy 
mistletoes (Loranthaceae), the 
Sandalwoods (Santalaceae), and the 
feathery mistletoes 
(Misodendronaceae).  

The friendly parasite 
Mistletoe seeds are distributed 
mainly by birds, with the birds eating 
the fruits and then depositing the 
seeds in their poop onto branches. 
The seeds have a sticky coating 
called viscin, that helps the seeds 
stick to the branch and provides a 
source of moisture for the 
germinating seed. The germination 
rate of the seeds is very high, but the 
successful rate of attachment to 
branches is very low.  

Mistletoes tend to be more common 
in disturbed and degraded 
environments rather than healthy 
native bushland. Mistletoes usually 
have a negligible effect on the host 
plant, as it is not in the interest of the 
mistletoe to harm it’s host.  

Mistletoes are important sources of 
food and shelter for a wide variety of 
birds, insects, and other animals. 
Over the easter weekend at Merredin 
Peak, I observed various birds and 
insects feeding on the flowers of the 
box mistletoes (Amyema miquelii) 
currently flowering there.  

For further reading, check out the 
book Mistletoes of Southern 
Australia by David Watson and 
Robyn Hulley (CSIRO Publishing, 
2011).  

A female Wood White (Delias aganippe) butterfly feeding on a box mistletoe (Amyema 
miquelii) flower at Merredin Peak on 17 April 2017.  Photo by Grant Stainer 

A box mistletoe (Amyema miquelii) 
growing on a eucalypt tree at Merredin 
Peak on 17 April 2017.  Photo by Grant 

Stainer 
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Fantastic exposure for your business 

Min 4 editions—$30 per issue 

8 editions—$25 per issue 

12 editions—$22 per issue 

Any Artwork is $30 

Email  

administration@merredincrc.com 

or phone 9041 1041 to place your 

trades today. 

PET LODGE 

PEST CONTROL PLUMBER GLASS SERVICES 

CARPENTER CABINET MAKING 

ELECTRICIAN 

COMPUTER TECHNICIAN 

EARTH MOVING ELECTRICIAN 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

For Rent 

Positions Vacant 

Hockey 

“Spike Says” 

What would you say to your AFL Football coach? 

Alby Koper—St Kilda 

“Keep plugging away 
we will win one 

shortly.” 

Gary Anderson—

Melbourne 

“Enjoy the Premiership 

celebrations this year.” 

Ed Chrisp—Eagles 

“Stop stupid handball 
especially in the 

centre.” 

Sarah Vicary—Fremantle 

“Stop focusing on the 

older players and start 

playing these younger 

ones that are proving that 

they can play well.” 

Football 

Administration Officer 

Engineering & Development Services 

Commencing: Immediately 

Position Status: Contract 4 Month Period 

The Shire of Merredin is seeking an experienced 
person to join our Administration Team. The 
successful applicant should have well developed 
communications, time management, and customer 
service skills.  

Conditions of employment will be in accordance with 
the Local Government Industry (WA) Award 2010 
with the current salary being (Level 6, Step 3) $50,162 
per annum plus superannuation. 

Initially the position will be for 4 months period with 
the possibility of extension to a full time position. 

A position description is available on our website: 
www.merredin.wa.gov.au. Please forward your 
resume and covering letter to 
careers@merredin.wa.gov.au. Applications close 4pm 
on Friday 12 May 2017.   

If you require any further information please do not 
hesitate to contact Charlie Brown on 9041 1611. 

Greg Powell 

Chief Executive Officer 

Plant Sale 28th & 29th April at 93 Kitchener Road 

Merredin.  8am—5pm.  There are Chrysanthemums 

ready for Mother’s Day, native plants & shrubs, hanging 

baskets, vegie seedlings and much much more. 

Garage Sale 

Trainee Pharmacy Assistant required.  Mer redin 

Pharmacy has a Level 3 Traineeship position available.  

Please deliver your resume in person to the Pharmacist 

on duty to be considered for this position.  

House for Rent.  Cottage style, 3 bedroom, fire place, 

a/c, ceiling fans.  Nice country feel.  $240pw.  Security 

screens.  Open day 1st May at 4pm.  Rental applications 

available on the day.  22 Duff St Merredin.   

0436 464 150. 

Liberty Rural Results Round 1  

Corrigin vs Burracoppin - 26.15(171) vs 11.10(76) 

Hyden/Karlgarin vs Narembeen - 11.18(84) vs 7.9  
(51) 

Bruce Rock vs Southern Cross - 18.10(118) vs 10.7  
(67) 

Kulin/Kondinin vs Nukarni - 11.8(74) vs 6.5(41) 

 

By KIM 

On Saturday April 22nd Merredin Chicks with 
sticks travelled to Tammin for the EAWHA 
lightning carnival. We played against Meckering, 

EDFL Reserves 

Corrigin vs Burracoppin - 12.17(89) vs 0.0 (0) 

Hyden/Karlgarin vs Narembeen - 7.11(53) vs 4.12  
(36) 

Bruce Rock vs Southern Cross - 10.18(78) vs 3.3  
(21) 

Kulin/Kondinin vs Nukarni - 9.11 (65) vs 1.9(15) 

 

EAWHA Lightning Carnival 

This team battles it out with that team 

Cunderdin & Quairading and drew all three games 
nil all.  

Great effort by everyone involved. Quairading 
were all the over all winners.   

Future Fixtures 

Ballard Seeds Round 2 

Saturday 29th April 2017 

Southern Cross v Burracoppin 

Corrigin v Kulin/Kondinin (NG) 

Sunday 30th April 

Narembeen v Bruce Rock 

Nukarni v Hyden/Karlgarin      

Eastern Districts Football League 



26               MERREDIN COMMUNITY & REGIONAL NEWS  Friday, April 28th, 2017 

 

Sprintcar Racing 

Lawn Bowls 

By DANIEL POWELL 

Rookie Tom Hooper couldn’t have 
been happier with his performance 
in last weekend’s Australian 360 
Sprintcar Championship at the 
Perth Motorplex, coming away 
with an impressive sixth-place 
feature-race finish. 

Hooper’s two-night Australian 
Championship campaign began 
with a mixed bag of results, which 
saw him collect an eighth and 
second-place finish in his heat 
races, before finishing 15th in the 
preliminary feature race on Friday 
night, due to being caught up in an 
earlier incident which caused 
damage to the car. Heading into 
Saturday night’s competition 14th 
in points, the 23-year-old racer was 
thrilled to earn the final direct 
transfer position into the feature 
race, after finishing eighth and 
sixth in his remaining heat races, to 
line up 18th in the Australian 
Championship feature-race field. 

Powering his way through the pack 
and consistently picking off his 
rivals throughout the 40-lap 
distance, Hooper had managed to 
steer his WX # 79 GLW Freight 
Management / Merredin 
Freightlines supported Schnee 
machine into sixth place by the fall 
of the chequered flag, becoming the 
highest-placed 360 Sprintcar 
regular in what was a stellar 
performance up against some of 
Australia’s best 410 Sprintcar 
drivers, such as Jamie Veal and 
Luke Dillon.  

Hooper Rises to the Challenge 
“Initially, our goal was just to qualify 
for the feature race, which we were 
just able to do, so to come home with 
a sixth-place finish in an Australian 
Championship in just out 10th show 
is more than I could’ve imagined,” 
expressed Hooper, who didn’t attend 
the Australian Championship practice 
session on Wednesday night, due to 
work commitments.  

“It was a really fast track and we 
made some changes for the feature 
race, which ultimately gave us a great 
car and paid off with a great result. 
This result is was definitely a team 
effort and it’s a huge confidence 
boost for us all.” 

No stranger to speedway racing, 
Hooper spent three seasons in 
Formula 500s prior to joining 360 
Sprintcars, where he was a force to 
reckoned with, winning a Western 
Australian Title, a Bunny Burrowes 
Memorial and two Perth Motorplex 
Track Championships. Purchasing a 
2013 Schnee chassis from Dass 
Atkinson mid-way through last 
season, he spent the off season getting 
the team ready for their debut season. 

Hooper, who receives a lot of support 
from his local town of Merredin, 
made his 360 Sprintcar debut at the 
beginning of this season and set about 
gaining as much experience as 
possible, contesting nine shows prior 
to the Australian Championship 
event, five of which were at the Perth 
Motorplex, allowing him to build up 
his knowledge of the track. During a 
Fast Series round at the Perth venue 
earlier in the season, Hooper was 

running third in the feature race 
amongst the heavy-hitters when he 
suffered a flat left-rear tyre; however, 
despite this disappointing result, the 
event was a large confidence booster 
for Hooper, who has continued to 
become more competitive. 

Having had Australian Speedway 
Hall of Famer Geoff Murphy, who 
assisted him when he first joined 
Formula 500s, on his team for the 
past three race meetings, along with 
his dad, Peter, and crew member 
Toddy, Hooper has been able to 
utilise Murphy’s extensive experience 
in order to improve on his 
consistency, as evident in last 
weekend’s Australian Title assault. 

For his final 2016-17 season outing, 
Hooper will return to the Perth 
Motorplex to contest the final Fast 
Series round on the Saturday night of 

April 22. 

Hooper would like to thank the 
following 2016-17 season sponsors: 
GLW Freight Management, Merredin 
Freightlines, Ross’s Diesel Service, 
Merredin Auto Electrics & Air 
Conditioning, Discover the Wheatbelt 
Tours - Merredin, Cliff Haines Tyres 
& More - Merredin, Merredin Panel 
& Paint, Hendriks F & L R Bus 
Charter, Merredin Palace Chinese 
Restaurant, MDN Electrical 
Contractors, Subway - Merredin, 
Newton’s Home Furnishings, Trans-
Plus, and Merredin French Hot Bread 
Shop. Special thanks: Peter (dad), 
Toddy, Geoff Murphy, Sharnhee 
(partner), along with all of the rest of 
his family and friends. 

To find out more about Hooper and 
his team, like them on Facebook by 
searching Hooper Racing Team. 

Tom Hooper competes in the Australian 360 Sprintcar Championship 

By JOAN SMITH 

What a fantastic weekend at Kellerberrin for the 
WA Country Zone Interzone Round Robin Fours 
2017 hosted by Eastern Zone at the Kellerberrin 
Bowling Club. 

90 players and Officials descended on Kellerberrin 
on Friday afternoon for a practice and a delicious 
curry tea.  

The first events were on Saturday 1st April and 
were completed on Sunday 2nd April. The Four 
Zones vying for the Country Shield were Eastern 
Zone, Northern Zone, South West Zone and 
Southern Zone.  Players traveled from as far as 
Northampton, Geraldton to Bunbury, Albany, 
Esperance, Boulder, Kalgoorlie and all Wheatbelt 
towns  in between. 

Games were very tight over the two days and the 
results weren't known until the last two rinks 
finished playing. 

The Winners were Eastern who have never won 
this event.  They won with a score of 4 points, 8 
rink wins, +32 shots.  2nd was- Northern Zone 4 
points, 8 rink wins, +6 shots.  3rd - was South 
Western  Zone- 2 points, 9 rink wins, -15 shots.  

WA Country Zone Interzone  
4th - was Northern Zone - 2 points, 5 rink wins, -
23 shots. 

Congratulations to all the Eastern Zone Team 
represented by Marlene Garn: Wylkatchem, Di 
Hudson: Dowerin, Helen Moylan: Kellerberrin, 
Lyn Yates: Trayning, Sarah Trow: Kalgoorlie, 
Janet Perks: Kalgoorlie, Pippa Button: Tammin, 
Clare Smith: Mukinbudin, Sian Smith: York, 
Carol Ashworth: York, Jenny Parker: Northam, 
Elaine Higgs: Northam, Irene M Leahy: Boulder, 
Chris Ace-Watson: Boulder, Joan Smith: 
Westonia, Dorothy Glass: Northam, Nola Forbes: 
Corrigin, Joanne Lancaster: Beacon, Debbie 
Heinrich: Civic Merredin, Trish Jolly: 
Mukinbudin. Reserve: Lepe Tadman: York, 
Manager Joan Button: Tammin. Zone President 
Jenni Bunce: Beacon. 

Picture: Top left Lyn Yates(Trayning)Helen Moylan
(Kella)Di Hudson(dowerin)Marlene Garn (Wyley).  Top 
right Joan Smith(Wesy) Irene Leahy (Kal) Chrissy Ace 

watson (Kal) Dot Glass(Northam), Middle Pic Trish Jolly 
(Muka) Nola Forbes(Corrigin) Jo Lancaster(Beacon) Deb 

Heinrich (Merredin).  Bottom left Pip Button(Tammin) 
Janet Perks(Kal) Claire Smith (Muka) Sarah Trow (Kal).  

Front right  Elaine Higgs(Nthm) Sian Smith (York) Carol 
Asworth(York) Jenny Parker (Nthm) 
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By CRAIG GMEINER 

On Saturday 15th of April, on what 
could only be described as a beautiful 
autumn afternoon the Narembeen 
(Been) community, as well as some 
from as far away as Albany, gathered 
together for the inaugural Narembeen 
Bolt. The Narembeen Bolt is the 
name given to the extended 
Narembeen Triathlon. The Triathlon 
was moved from a Sunday morning 
event to a Saturday twilight event 
which then saw the crowd move to 
the oval where four 100metres sprints 
were run in front of a healthy crowd. 

Early competitors in the triathlon may 
have been small in stature but they 
more than made up for what they 
lacked in size with effort and heart. 
Bowden Cole and Jack Cusack, both 
only eight years old, completed the 
course on their own for the first time. 
Theirs was an effort that set the tone 
beautifully for the rest of the day. 
Sarah Lines expressed a large amount 
of nerves before she ran for her team 
but she finished her run with an ease 
that showed those nerves had no hold 
over her. 

As the categories became more senior 
in nature the efforts just grew. Jeik-
Wjuan Brown competed in the 
medium course on his own for the 
first time and he left many in his 
wake with his efforts. His swim was 
strong, although he needed a mate to 
count his laps, while his finish to his 
run showed such a high level of 
fitness and determination in a young 
Narembeen athlete. 

It was however not just the young 
who put in efforts worthy of 
admiration. Hannah Kerse won the 
Medium Individual race in a strong 
effort from Emma Hooper and Jeik-
wjuan Brown. This race also included 
the oldest competitor Lorraine 
Lethlean who completed the 16.5 
kilometre course in an admirable 
54min 51sec. 

The teams event for 2017 was 
perhaps the most hotly contested the 
Narembeen Triathlon had ever seen. 
The two football club teams did fancy 
themselves early and some strong 
swim legs from Ben Gill and Justin 
Fidge put the Hawks in a good 
position.  The class of bike riders Jeff 
Hooper and Gary Sprigg brought the 

Hawks back to the pack and made for 
an intriguing contest which would be 
eventually won by Team 
Spriggoletties. 

The Enduro Triathlon is an event not 
for the faint hearted and in Narembeen 
it is a competition that has been 
dominated by the irrepressible Russ 
Arnold. In a strong field Arnold was 
back in the pack when he first got out 
of the water but he was in front by the 
time he got off the bike. The leader of 
the chasing pack was Loretta Kerse, a 
first time competitor in the Narembeen 
event Kerse never let Arnold get too 
far ahead and would finish in a strong 
second position just four minutes 
behind. 

As the event moved to the oval and the 
lights came on there was great interest 
in how the Narembeen Bolt would be 
received, who would be crowned the 
fastest in the ‘Been’. All races were 
hotly contested, Levi Duffy led a 
strong field of young people in the 
first race as he held off the fast 
finishing Alicia Hills. The teenage 
race was quick and the newcomer to 
the Been, Chris Shaw, showed a clean 
set of heels to Joel Fitzgerald, Ryan 
Mortimore and the two Brown boys. 

While there was some suggestion that 
Bonnie Cole may actually achieve a 
Steven Bradbury type victory in the 
ladies event the speed of Britt Duncan 
and Tyneil McMahon at the start put 
paid to any efforts from Cole. As 
many ladies questioned the official 
length of the track some were more 
than happy just to finish this one. 

Then there was the Blue Ribbon event 
of the night, the Mens Narembeen 
Bolt. Going into this event there was 
some suspicion that Mike Morrone 
may ride Kyle Della like a horse to 
victory but like Cole these plans were 
scuttled at the start. Cody Duncan got 
away early and although Mike 
Mortimore threw everything at him, 
Duncan could not be reined in. 

It was a wonderful afternoon of 
community spirit and commitment to a 
healthy lifestyle. The wonderful ladies 
at the CRC are to be commended 
again for working so hard to provide 
Narembeen with reasons to be in town 

and love it. Such a fine town running 
such a fine event will surely see it only 
grow from here. 

Please see a full list of results below: 

Enduro Individual —1st—Russel 
Arnold - 1.18.45, 2nd—Loretta Kerse 
– 1.22.46, 3rd—Bruce Wilson – 
1.25.19 

Medium Individual —1st—Hannah 
Kerse – 41.55, 2nd—Emma Hooper – 
45.24, 3rd—Jeik-Wjuan Brown – 
46.58 

Short Individual —1st—Ashton 
Fidge – 24.44, 2nd—Annika Happel – 
25.47, 3rd—Belinda Fidge - 30.18 

Primary Individual (Under 12) - 
1st—Sophia Lopez - 16.40, 2nd—
Bowden Cole – 19.36, 3rd—Jack 
Cusack – 20.20 

100m Sprints Under 12—1st—Levi 
Duffy, 2nd—Alicia Hills, 3rd—Sophia 
Lopez 

100m Sprints 14-18—1st—Chris 
Shaw, 2nd—Joel Fitzgerald, 3rd—
Ryan Mortimore 

Enduro Team—1st—Cooper Sprig, 
Gary Sprigg, Hayden Sprigg 

(Spriggoletties) – 1.15.56, 2nd—Ben 
Gill, Cody Duncan, Trent Davis 
(Hawks1) – 1.18.10, 3rd—Brit 
Duncan, Jeff Hooper, Holly Cusack 
(Dozers Bobcats) – 1.19.15 

Medium Team —1st—Richard 
Carstairs, Nikau Brown – 40.48, 
2nd—Tenille Cole, Kell Lyon, Amy 
Hardham (Mumma Hawks) - 50.50 

Short Team—1st—Sheldon Kuhne 
Munroe, Ryan Mortimore, Levi Duffy 
- 22.25, 2nd—Sheree Thomas, Bevan 
Thomas, Bonnie Cole (Last Minute 
Decision) - 29.15 

Primary Team (Under12) - 1st—
Amelia Currie, Alice Hardham, 
Cameron Hills (Awesome Aussies) – 
14.07, 2nd— Alicia Hills, Leihyah 
Butler, Taliyah Cole (Pink Fluffy 
Unicorns) – 14.40, 3rd—Lucy Currie, 
Amber Kuhne-Monroe, Sari Cusack – 
16.48 

100m Sprints Women—1st—Tyneil 
McMahon, 2nd—Britt Duncan, 3rd—
Tenille Cole 

100m Veteran Sprint—1st— 
Rosemary Smoker, 2nd—Lorraine 
Lethlean 

Gary Sprigg addresses the crowd 

Russel Arnold  who came first in the 

Lorraine Lethlean who completed the 
16.5km course 

Jeik-wjuan Brown complete in the 
medium course 

Participants revel in their success 

The Narembeen Bolt & Twilight Triathlon 

Competitors begin the swim 
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Senior’s Games 

By LANCE FLEAY 

Well, the Seniors Games for 2017 are 
done and dusted. 

On Tuesday morning of the 28th 
March we gathered at the old Nukarni 
rooms where we had group photos 
taken by Megan Simmonds.  We then 
boarded the bus and headed for 
Tammin where the Games were to be 
held. 

Some very good jokes told by Jan 
Whisson and Audienne McCrae had 
us in good spirits. 

There were 10 teams competing this 
year, two from Corrigin, two from 
Kondinin/Kulin and single teams 
from Hopetoun, Southern Cross, Lake 
Grace, Merredin and Tammin with a 
new team joining in from Kellerberin 

Seniors Games 2017 
which was great to see. 

Throughout the day we played 
assorted games like Basketball, 
Volleyball, Shuffleboard and Golf.  
The day was finished off with a quiz.  
Filled up on morning tea, afternoon 
tea and the humongous dinner at 
night. 

The winners this year were Corrigin 
Team 2, followed by the host town 
Tammin and third place went to 
Corrigin Team 1.  Sadly the best 
Merredin managed this year was a 
credible fifth.  We really missed 
having Dot Robinson and Vera Bevis 
in our team and I know they certainly 
missed being there due to ill health. 

Our team decided to stay overnight in 
Cunderdin at the Ettamogah Motel 
and after breakfast we took a tour of 
the Cunderdin Agricultural College 
with our guide Kim.  The College 
blew us away with the facilities and 
the whole set up they have there is 
just amazing.  Our second port of call 
was the Cunderdin Museum which 
was another amazing place, could 
have spent much more time there, 
wonderful displays. 

Lastly we headed homewards, 
stopping for lunch at the Tammin 
roadhouse, then home after a 
thoroughly enjoyable time. 

Many thanks to Collgar Wind Farm 
for making this possible for our 
seniors, it means a lot to them. 

Collgar Windfarm sponsored the 
Merredin team Glenda Starcevich gets into the spirit of things  

Lance Fleay and Jim Lambert proudly 
hold the Merredin Merinos banner 

Merredin Merinos on their way to the 
Games 


