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By MICHELLE MARKS—
Shire of Merredin 

Wow! What an absolutely 
fabulous weekend Festa Italiana 
was! Attendance at each event was 
at a maximum and everyone 
looked like they had a great time! 

The event began with a movie ‘La 
Meraviglie’ to celebrate Cummins 
Theatre’s 88th birthday.  

On Friday our residents welcomed 
visitors including Laguna Veneto 
Bocce Club for afternoon tea on 
the lawn of the Visitor Centre.  
Later that evening Elder’s hosted 
their Golden Sausage event at 
Cummins Theatre and over 100 
people came together to taste some 
of the very best homemade 
sausages. Congratulations to 
Wayne, whose wife of 22 years, 
Linda, accepted his on-stage 
proposal to renew their vows! 

Festa Italiana 
Saturday was a busy day indeed! 
Football West came to Merredin to 
teach our kids how to play soccer. 
Laguna Veneto Bocce Club also 
visited and held bocce 
competitions. Daniela and Stefania 
did two cooking demonstrations 
and were absolutely hilarious! 
Merredin College Choir performed 
three songs for the visitors 
including ‘Giro Tondo’, ‘Pasta’ 
and ‘Pizza’. The students 
performed incredibly well singing 
in Italian for such a large 
audience, and we received 
comments from out of town 
visitors on how good the choir 
was.  

The Festa Italiana dinner at 
Cummins Theatre was at 
maximum capacity. 200 patrons 
enjoyed delicious Italian dinner 
and desert followed by the 
wonderful singing voice of 
Anthony Tilli.  

Sausage tasting at Elders Golden Sausage 

Daniela and Stefania Merredin College Choir 

Shire of Merredin would like to 
extend our deepest thanks to 
everyone involved in making this 
event such an incredible success; 
Collgar Windfarm, Elder’s 
Merredin, Repertory Club, 
Nukarni Cricket Club, Merredin 
Women’s Hockey Club, Football 

West, Laguna Veneto Bocce Club, 
Merredin College Choir, Daniela 
and Stefania. Special thanks to 
Vicki Musca, Grace Capito and 
Marie Bartlett for going above and 
beyond to help with the 
coordination of this event.    
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Community 

Every Saturday—Tammin Market Day—Pumma Tammin 
Roadhouse—9am –1pm call Glenice Batchelor 0428 371 221 
for more info.  

Monday 31st October 

LightShine Party—4.30pm Seventh-day Adventist Hall.  All 
Welcome.  Call Su on 0427 412 709 for more details.   

Merredin College P&C Meeting—6pm at the Merredin 
College Library. 

Sunday 6th November 

All Saints—Centenary of the Original Church—now 
Apthorp Hall—Eucharist Service 10.30am.  

Tuesday 8th November 

Senior’s Luncheon—Cummins Theatre—call the CRC on 
9041 1041 to book your seat. 

Friday 18th November 

Christmas Bazaar—arts & crafts, party planners, market 
stalls, home businesses.  5.30—9.30.  Call 9041 1041 for 
more information. 

Sunday 27th November 

Merredin Markets—9am, - 1pm.  Visitors Centre lawn.  Call 
9041 1041 to book a stall. 

Monday 28th November 

Wheatbelt Business Network: Merredin Glazing 6pm—
7.30pm. 

Regular Events 

0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for 0—4 year 
olds.  Contact Emma Fitzsimons on 9041 0962 or 
efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au 

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 9.30pm at the 
Masonic Lodge in Coronation St.  First night is free.  
Beginners to advanced.  Call Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see 
Sue at the Chemist or Lyn at the Post Office. 

Camera Club—Meeting 9th November at Merredin 
Playgroup, opposite the pool.  Photos due in 10 days prior 
(Sunday evening).  dainasutherland@bigpond.com   
October theme: Graffiti. 

Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on  
0411 984 123 for more info. 

Merredin Community Singers—All levels welcome.  
Monday nights 7.00pm at the Senior’s Centre. 

Merredin Museum & Historical Society—Meets first 
Wednesday each month, 5.00pm at Railway Museum.  All 
Welcome. 

Merredin Riffle Club—1st and 3rd Sunday of the month.  
9am—12noon. Call Stephen for more info on 0428 412 213. 

Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 during the 
school term at Throssel Road, opposite the pool.  Contact 
Daina on 0409 089 252. 

Red Hat Lunch—Second Sunday of each month, 12 noon, 
Shed Restaurant unless otherwise advised, contact Julie 
Townrow 0429 411 377 or email 
julietownrow@westnet.com.au  

Seniors Centre Craft Group—Wednesday mornings 9.30—
11.30, bring your own crafts or just come for a chat. 

Seniors Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday morning 
10.00—11.30am at the Seniors Centre.  Free.  All welcome. 

Seniors Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00 at the Seniors 
Centre. Afternoon tea to follow.  Free. 

Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the Merredin 
Library, for children up to 5 years old. 

Tales of Times Past—All welcome to tell their stories or 
just listen. Mondays 10.00am—11.30am, starting with 
morning tea.  Senior’s Centre.  $1. 

Tribal Belly Dancing—Fun and fitness for all ages and 
levels of experience.  Mondays 5.30—7.00pm. First night is 
free. 110 Barrack Street. Contact Kirsty 9041 1041. 

Calendar 
Church  
Services 

All Saints Anglican Church 
Corner of Haig Road & South Avenue, 9am Sunday 
Worship (except 4th Sunday), 4th Sunday 11am 
Eucharist, Rev Dave Russell 
Su Riley paradmin@westnet.com.au 
 
Roman Catholic Church 
South Avenue, 6.30pm Saturday, 11am Sunday, 
Father Zygmunt Smigowski   
Ph 9041 1118 
 
Church of Christ 
Throssell Road, 10am Sunday Worship and Sunday 
School Ph 0408 484 711 
 
Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Kitchener Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship, 
9.30am Saturday Bible Study 
Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 3056 
 
People’s Baptist Church 
Kellerberrin, 10am Sunday Worship 
Ph 0435 284 796 
 
Revolution Youth 
Church of Christ, Throssell Road 
Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms) 
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167 
 
Merredin Churches Fraternal 
PO Box 463, Merredin,  
Malcolm Clark  9041 5215 
 
Merredin United in Prayer 
Cornerstone Christian Bookshop 
7pm last Thursday of the Month 
 
Uniting Church 
Fifth Street, 9am Sunday Service 
Ph 0457 329 850 

Fortnightly  

Merredin Community Resource Centre 

110 Barrack Street,  Merredin                

Ph: 9041 1041  Fax: 9041 1042 

Deadlines  

(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE) 

Articles:  5pm Wednesday 

Advertising: Booking 5pm Thursday 

Copy finalised 11am Friday    

Classifieds: 10am Monday 

Contacts:    

Content—Kirsty Rochford 9041 1041 

administration@merredincrc.com 

Advertising— Corey Tucker 9041 1041  

marketing@merredincrc.com 

Upcoming Editions 

11th & 25th November 

9th & 23rd December 

Available as an online subscription, 

www.merredincrc.com 

Tales of the Past 

Library Musings 
Did you get a chance to see the Merredin Italian 

Family History posters during Festa Italiana?  No?  

How about the map showing where in Italy all the 

visitors came from? 

All the family histories are now on display in the 

Merredin Regional Library, as is the map.  Come in a 

have a read. 

On a side note, do you have any Merredin 

Memorabilia (photos, trophies, knickknacks etc.) that 

you are looking at rehousing?  The Merredin Regional 

Library is building its local history collection and 

would like include local photos etc.  The library is 

planning on creating a Memorabilia / Reading area in 

part of the verandah and needs lots of history to 

display. 

Storytime is held in the Library every Tuesday 

morning during school term.  Come along at 10.30am 

for stories, singing and activities.  Kids, make sure you 

bring a parent with you. 

Remember, all library members have FREE access to 

downloadable ebooks, eaudiobooks and emagazines 

through the library.  You can download to almost any 

device – PC, Tablet, smart phone. (Some ebooks not 

available for Kindle devices).  Come in and ask staff 

for details. 

Want to know what the library has in stock?   How 
about what you have on loan and when they are due 
back?  The library catalogue is available 24/7 online.  
Go to http://120.151.175.217 to have a look or ask 
library staff for details. 

Tit for Tat 

Years ago a chain of service stations 
called Golden Fleece operated in W.A. 
They were noted for the cleanliness of 
their premises – and particularly their 
toilets. There was one on the Great 
Northern Highway which was very 
popular as it was at the beginning of a 
long stretch of empty road. The wife of the 
couple who owned this place told the 
following story. 

One morning she had cleaned everywhere 
thoroughly and had just finished sweeping 
the concourse when a man in a very 
expensive car drove in. He bought petrol 
and climbed back into the car. At this 
stage he decided to do a little bit of 
cleaning of his own. He took out his ash 
tray and tipped all the ash and butts onto 
the clean concrete at the side of the 
vehicle. The lady was dumbfounded for a 
moment and stood absolutely astounded at 
this action. She still held the dust pan full 
of the rubbish she had recently swept from 
around the place. The she noticed that the 
rear window on the driver’s side was 
down so quick as a flash she emptied all 
the rubbish on the dust pan through that 
window and into the back of his car. 

Revenge is sweet! 

mailto:dainasutherland@bigpond.com
mailto:paradmin@westnet.com.au
http://120.151.175.217
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By WORKSAFE 

A farmer was seriously injured 
when he tried to extinguish a 
barley grain fire inside a large 
grain silo. The farmer had climbed 
the external silo ladder to access 
the hatch on the roof 
approximately eight metres high. 
As he attempted to extinguish the 
fire by squirting water into the silo, 
the suspended grain dust in the silo 
ignited, causing an explosion that 
blew the roof off. The farmer fell 
to the ground, resulting in serious 
injury. The explosion blew off the 
silo roof, and the remaining 
structure was demolished to access 
the fire. 

Contributing factors included 

Grain fire and dust explosion in silo  
squirting water into the silo which 
introduced more air and may have 
raised more grain dust into the air. 
There are four elements which 
must be present for a grain dust 
explosion to occur.  Firstly, fuel; 
small particles of dust were 
suspended in the space of the silo, 
second, oxygen; air supply was 
increased by opening the hatch on 
the silo roof, thirdly, confinement; 
barley grain and dust was ignited 
in the confined space of the silo, 
and lastly, ignition source; a grain 
dryer unit was in use at the time.  

Action required for an incident like 
this would be to stay clear of the 
silo if smoke or steam is observed 
coming out of openings or if 
rumbling or vibration is evident. 

The explosion blew off the silo roof, and the remaining structure was demolished to 
access the fire. 

By REBECCA WALLACE 

Last week the Year 12 students at 
Merredin College celebrated their 
last days as secondary school 
students. In honour of the leaving 
class of 2016, the staff at Merredin 
College held a special morning tea 
where the Year 12 cohort was invited 
to attend an unofficial awards 
ceremony. Teachers handed out fun 
awards to their students, with the 
Student Councillors signing off from 
their duties by turning the tables on 
their teachers, handing out a number 
of hilarious and heart-warming 
awards. With most teachers and 
students in attendance, it was a 
fitting farewell to the students who 
were the first cohort to complete 

Farewell to Merredin College Graduates of 2016 

Do not add water or foam to a fire 
contained within a silo or spray 
water on the external wall without 
first obtaining expert advice, and 

contact the Department of Fire 
Emergency Services immediately 
for assistance. 

their entire secondary schooling at 
Merredin College. 

On Thursday night, the Graduation 
ceremony was held at the Cummins 
Theatre. The ceremony publicly 
recognised Merredin College’s 
leaving class of 2016 and highlighted 
those students who had excelled 
academically, culturally and in the 
sporting environment. Hosted by the 
new Year 11/12 Student Council, the 
night ran spectacularly, highlighted 
by a very entertaining and inspiring 
keynote address by Ian 
Downsborough, and an emotional 
and captivating visual presentation 
organised by Ms Erin Burnett. As the 
curtain drew across the stage of 
Cummins Theatre, so too did the 

Graduating class of 2016 

curtain draw on the leaving class of 
2016’s schooling adventure. There 
were many memories made, 
unbreakable friendships established, 
and the teachers at Merredin College 
wish the Year 12 students all the 
very best in their future endeavours. 

Of course the night would not be 
possible without the support of the 
Merredin community and our 
sponsors. Thank you very much for 
the contributions you have made to 
our school and the lives of these 
special students.   

Hon Mia Davies presents Ashleigh Silver 
with the Long Tan Leadership & 

Teamwork Award 

Mr Kim Lane presents Trent Starcevich with 
the Most Consistent ATAR Student Award.  

Trent also won the ATAR Mathematical 
Methods Award.  

Mrs Julie Tiller presents Claudia de Lacy 
with the Tiller Shield 
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My Thoughts 
By BRAD DAVEY—Acting 
Senior Sergeant 

On Tuesday 18 October 2016 
Merredin Police in conjunction 
with Wheatbelt Detectives 
achieved a great result where a 
male was charged with serious 
offences inclusive of Grievous 
Bodily Harm and Armed Robbery. 
An Incident occurred on Todd 
Street prompting an immediate 
police response after a male had 
been seriously assaulted. Merredin 
Police and the Wheatbelt detectives 
conducted an extensive 
investigation into the offences 
resulting in the mentioned charges. 
The male has been remanded to 
appear in the Stirling Magistrates 
Court (Supreme Court). Merredin 
Police request further information 
as to the incident on Todd Street 
Merredin which occurred between 
1230 and 1300 hours.  

Merredin Police conducted an 
extensive investigation into a 
property theft from a farm within 
Hines Hill and charged a male 
person with stealing a motor 
vehicle and stealing a trailer. The 
male will appear in the Merredin 
Magistrates Court after Police 
located and seized the stolen 
property. Merredin Police are 

By MARTIN MORRIS 

As time goes on, the world is getting 
more and more over populated, but 
societies are working out more and 
more ways to attempt to sustain that 
growth. 

At some stage, the world will not be 
able to support the population we are 
encouraging. 

There needs to be some hard 
decisions made. I can see no future 
in large families. They will need to 
become a rarity. Families of 4-10 
children may be fine for the first 
generation, but do the sums. 

For arguments sake. We will work 
with families having seven children. 

Start with one couple. 

They have 7 children. 

They all get married (maybe) and 
some people want same sex 
relationships to be able to have 
children, but don’t start me on that 
one. 

Each have 7 children. That would be 
49 children. Grandchildren of the 
original couple. 

Each of those have 7 children. That 
would be 343 children. Great 
Grandchildren of the original couple. 

Each of those have 7 children. That 
would be 2401 children. Great Great 
Grandchildren of the original couple. 

For the future of our country and the 
world, there is something very 
unsustainable about this. 

We, as the lucky country that we are, 
actually encourage families to grow 
through family payments and the 
like. However there is a lot of short-
sightedness in this. 

A point I would like to make, but it 
is probably not politically correct to 
do so is as follows: 

I don’t know how much people get 
paid for each child with family 
payments, but for the sake of 
argument, it’s $100 per fortnight. 
(it’s a nice round figure) That would 
equate to $2,600 per year tax free. 
Over the dependant life of the child 
(18 years) that equates to a $46,800 
tax free gift. That is for one child. I 
am not sure what the payments are 
for each child after that, but are 
about $50,000 for one, it could be 
about $350,000 for 7. 

That is with minimal paperwork, or 
planned outcomes, no community 
benefit no responsibility or 
accountability etc. 

If a not for profit community group 
wanted to get a government grant of 
$50,000 for a very worthwhile 
project that will have huge benefit to 
the community, can you imagine the 
rigmarole that would be needed? 

Strategic Plan 

Proof of Incorporation 

Detailed budgets 

Needs Study 

Comprehensive Written Application. 

Letters of Support 

Partnership funding 

Management Plans 

On top of all that, the application 
would need to be the assessed and be 
a part of a prolonged process of 
selection with the result that there 
may only be half a dozen successful 
applicants for that fund in the state, 
or Australia as the case may be. 

Then the successful applicant would 
need to acquit the grant as to how 
the funds were expended and how 
successful the project was. 

Family payments are not assessed or 
acquitted. At no time is anyone 
asked how their families are turning 
out etc. The payments are just a free 
gift. 

$50,000 is for one child only. I have 
no idea how much a family with four 
– seven children receive, with 
absolutely no accountability. As of 
this year, the requirement of 
immunisation is the only caveat. 

Maybe parents should need to 
qualify in some way in order to get 
family payments. 

No wonder we have got such a 
welfare based society and the 
country is going broke. 

Go figure. 

How much money, and in turn, 
population growth would be saved if 
people were given the option of 
either having large families at their 
own cost, or being paid a substantial 
amount of money to voluntarily have 
an operation  to permanently stop 
them being able to have children. 

If each person was given a one off 
payment of say $25,000 to have the 
operation, based on the above 
scenario, there would be a saving to 
the government, and therefore to us 
the taxpayers, of $25,000 for one 
child they didn’t have. 

Another option would be to cut out 
family payments along the lines of: 

1 child = 100% 

2 Children = 100% 

3 Children = 0% 

Just a bit of a rant, but there needs to 
be some hard decisions made in 
regard to the continuing trend of 
over populating the world, and to 
stop the continued reliance of 
welfare type payments in our 
country. 

Politically 
correct? No. 
Common 
sense? Yes. 

Martin Morris 

Police Report 
thankful to the community who 
provide valuable information about 
these offences which often lead to 
the recovery of property and a 
prosecution. If you have any 
information as to property and drug 
offences please call Merredin 
direct on 90411322 or Crime 
stoppers on 1800 333 000. Any 
information is important and your 
contact details will remain 
anonymous.   

On a brighter side Merredin Police 
would like to wish the farmers 
within the area a safe harvest and 
ensure they manage their fatigue 
when working long hours. Also a 
reminder to the community to be 
conscious of farming equipment 
travelling along roads within the 
area. This in conjunction with the 
oncoming weather which 
encourages the wildlife to be more 
active at night crossing the busy 
highway and various roads within 
the sub district. Merredin Police 
will continue to patrol the roads 
within the Merredin sub district 
targeting drink driving, speeding, 
use of mobile phones whilst 
driving and failing to wear a 
seatbelt. We urge all road users to 
drive in a safe manner and get to 
their destination without incident. 
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Advertising in The Phoenix is easy, and  

less expensive than you’d think! 

Call 9041 1041 to get the  

Advertising Rates today. 

Court Report 
BLD Group Pty Ltd T/A BLD Group 
was convicted of being a responsible 
person who permitted an unlicensed 
vehicle to be used on a road, fined 
$250, ordered to pay costs of $188 
and to pay a half annual licence fee 
of $226.70. 

Marjorie Bromfield was convicted of 
exceeding the speed limit in a speed 
zone and fined $200, she was also 
convicted of having no authority to 
drive (fines suspended), fined $200 
and ordered to pay costs of $188. 

David Bruce was convicted of 
wilfully & unlawfully destroying or 
damaging property, fined $750 and 
ordered to pay costs of $88.50, he 
was also convicted of unlawfully 
assaulting and thereby did bodily 
harm with circumstances of 
aggravation and fined $1,250. 

Jason Bushell was found guilty of 
criminal damage or destruction of 
property, fined $600 and ordered to 
pay costs of $188, found guilty of 
disorderly behaviour in public and 
fined $100, found guilty of driving a 
motor vehicle at a speed equal to or 
exceeding 155km/h, had his licence 
suspended for 6 months, fined $1250 
and ordered to pay costs of $188, and 
found guilty of failing to display P 
plates and fined $100. 

Ben Carmichael plead guilty to 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant, fined $200 and ordered to 

11th & 12th October 2016  

pay costs of $188. 

Frank Carroll was found guilty of 
driving with a prescribed illicit drug 
in oral fluid or blood, fined $250 and 
ordered to pay costs of $388. 

Adam Cox was convicted of without 
lawful excuse trespassing on a place, 
fined $400 and ordered to pay costs 
of $188. 

Peter Dalton plead guilty to driving 
or using a vehicle that did not 
comply with the vehicle standards 
regulations, fined $250 and ordered 
to pay costs of $188. 

Shane Dobson plead guilty to 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant, fined $250 and ordered to 
pay costs of $188, and plead guilty to 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(cannabis) and fined $300. 

Shane Eriksen received a community 
based order for aggravated burglary 
and committing an offence in a 
place, he was also found guilty of 
criminal damage or destruction of 
property, fined $400, ordered to pay 
costs of $188 and to pay 
compensation of $396. 

Finbar Ford was convicted of 
disorderly behaviour in public, fined 
$600 and ordered to pay costs of 
$188. 

Rex Glass was found guilty of 2 
counts of having no authority to 
drive (never held), had his licence 

suspended for 6 months, fined $650 
and ordered to pay costs of $286.50, 
and found guilty of 2 counts of using 
an unlicensed vehicle on a road, 
fined $275 and ordered to pay a half 
licence fee of $313.12. 

Joseph Hale was convicted of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant, fined $200 and ordered to 
pay costs of $188, he was also 
convicted of possessing a prohibited 
drug (cannabis) and fined $250. 

Allan Howard was convicted of 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended), fined $200 and ordered 
to pay costs of $188. 

Jason Jetta was found guilty of 
driving a vehicle which failed to 
comply with a direction to stop, 
fined $300 and ordered to pay costs 
of $188, and found guilty of having 
no authority to drive (expired) and 
fined $250. 

Michael Nagy was convicted of 
having no authority to drive (never 
held), had his licence suspended for 
3 months, fined $250 and ordered to 
pay costs of $188. 

Cohan Peek was convicted of having 
no authority to drive (never held), 
had his licence suspended for 3 
months, fined $250 and ordered to 
pay costs of $188, he was also 
convicted of having no authority to 
drive (never held), had his licence 
suspended for 3 months and fined 
$400. 

James Richards was found guilty of 
possessing a prohibited drug, fined 
$250 and ordered to pay costs of 
$392.50, he was also convicted of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant and fined $200. 

Kenneth Riley was found guilty of 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended) and fined $200. 

Caine Russell plead guilty to having 
no authority to drive (fines 
suspended), fined $200 and ordered 
to pay costs of $188. 

Luke Ryan was re-sentenced to an 
intensive supervision order for 12 
months for 2 counts of common 
assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation, he 

also received a 7 month 
imprisonment order suspended for 
12 months for 2 counts of common 
assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation. 

Bruce Salter was convicted of using 
an unlicensed vehicle on a road, 
fined $100, ordered to pay costs of 
$188 and to pay a half annual licence 
fee of $173.22, convicted of having 
no authority to drive (fines 
suspended), and fined $350, and was 
convicted of without lawful excuse 
trespassing on a place, fined $400 
and ordered to pay costs of $169.10.  

Damien Smith was convicted of 
disposing of interest in a vehicle 
subject to surrender notice, fined 
$1200 and ordered to pay costs of 
$188. 

Kyle Stroinski was convicted of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(cannabis) fined $400 and ordered to 
pay costs of $188, convicted of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(methylamphetamine) and fined 
$400, he was also convicted of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant and fined $250. 

Allan Tilbrook plead guilty to 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(methylamphetamine), fined $400 
and ordered to pay costs of $188. 

Bonnie Wallam was convicted of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant, find $250 and ordered to 
pay costs of $188. 

Noelene Whisson received an 
intensive supervision order for 12 
months for assaulting a public officer 
and 2 counts of damaging property. 

Quentin White plead guilty to 
driving a motor vehicle under the 
influence of alcohol, had his licence 
suspended for 18 months, fined 
$1600 and ordered to pay costs of 
$188. 

Alexander Young was found guilty 
of having no authority to drive 
(expired) fined $150 and ordered to 
pay costs of $188, he was also found 
guilty of dangerous driving, had his 
licence suspended for 12 months and 
fined $600. 
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By MARTIN MORRIS 

A group of some 33 Bocce players 
from the Laguna Veneto Bocce 
Club in Perth made the journey from 
Perth to be a part of the recent Festa 
Italiana. 

The group participated in all the 
events over the weekend, but 
required transport as most of them 
came to Merredin by train. 
Merredin’s two tour operators – 
Discover the Wheatbelt (Martin 
Morris) and Njaki Njaki Tours 
(Mick Hayden) teamed together and 
used their buses to be the Bocce 
Club’s dedicated transport for the 
whole weekend from Friday 
afternoon through to Sunday 

Laguna Veneto tour Merredin 

afternoon. 

Their transport included getting 
them to and from their 
accommodation and to various 
locations and events around 
Merredin over the weekend. 

On Sunday, some of the Bocce Club 
did tours with both Martin and Mick 
and were impressed with what 
Merredin has to offer. 

A number of the Bocce club 
members want to come back and 
spend more time here as the Festa 
Italiana weekend was very full and 
enjoyable with little time to 
experience the rest of Merredin and 
surrounds. 
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By VICKI BANKS 

George Ronald (Joe) Banks was the only surviving 
son of Isobel and George James Banks.  Joe’s 
father was a ganger on the railways and Joe and his 
sisters went to school in Ardath.  Joe left school at 
14 to work on a farm.  His mum had spent time on 
a farm growing up and farming was, as they say, 
“in the blood.”  It would be a few years, and 
several career changes before Joe Banks obtained 
and successfully cleared and farmed his own land. 

As a teenager, Joe loved working on the farm but 
realised his future was limited working for farmers 
who had sons to inherit the land.    

In 1954 Joe went to compulsory army training 
”Nashos”.  He wasn’t really cut out for army life 
but always said that it was an experience that 
changed his life.  When he left Nashos, he joined 
the railways and became a fireman on the steam 
trains.  This was when he moved to Merredin.  He 
intended to stay in Merredin for 18 months and 
then travel around the country.  Merredin was the 
place he was to call home from then on.  He met 
Gloria Rae Goddard and they got engaged on his 
21st birthday.  

It was difficult to get a house as a single man in 
Merredin at that time.  Seeing this only as a 
challenge to be overcome, Joe decided to build his 
own house.  “With a book in one hand and a 
hammer in the other” he was joined by two railway 
mates and they created family homes in Farrar 
Parade.  The story went around about the outdoor 
dunny which went from one backyard to the other 
until Joe chopped it up for firewood when its job 
was done. 

Joe, at 25, became a deacon in the Merredin 
Church of Christ.  He had been instrumental in the 
new Church building being completed in 1958, just 
in time for his own wedding.  George Ronald 
Banks married Gloria Rae Goddard on 6 April 
1958.  They had three children. 

The diesel era was bringing to an end the steam 

A Tribute to George Ronald (Joe) Banks 
train and opportunities in the railways were 
diminishing.  In 1960, Joe left the railways to sell 
insurance, which he did very successfully for 22 
years. 

In 1968, when the government opened up some 
new land for farming, Joe brought 4500 acres, on 
conditional purchase with a loan from the 
government.  He brought some rudimentary farm 
equipment and went on to clear and farm the land 
for 33 years. 

Throughout his life, Joe was an active and 
colourful member of the local community.   

In the early 60s, Joe was a member of the Merredin 
Repertory Club and appeared on stage in several 
musicals.  Geoff Gibbs was the director at the time 
so the productions were rather professional. 

Alongside John Rutherford, Joe fought a successful 
battle to save the old railway station.  When the old 
station became the home of the Merredin Museum 
and Historical Society, Joe was a faithful member 
and volunteer for many years. 

Joe was a renowned public speaker, critic and life 
member of Rostrum. Joe was also a dynamic 
member for many years of the Lions Club, who 
also honoured him with a life membership. 

Joe Banks was always up for a challenge.  His 
motto was “I did what I thought was right at the 
time”.  He didn’t live with regrets and withstood 
the death of his son in 1974 to continue farming 
and contribute to the community for many years to 
come.  Joe will always be lovingly remembered by 
his wife Gloria, daughters Vicki and Debbie and 
nine grandchildren.  Vale, Joe Banks.  You did 
what was right. 

One of Joe’s favourites: 

Somebody said that it couldn't be done 
But he with a chuckle replied 
That 'maybe it couldn't,' but he would be one 
Who wouldn't say so till he'd tried. 
So he buckled right in with the trace of a grin 
On his face. If he worried he hid it. 

He started to sing as he tackled the thing 
That couldn't be done, and he did it!  
 
Somebody scoffed: 'Oh, you'll never do that;  
At least no one ever has done it; ' 
But he took off his coat and he took off his hat 
And the first thing we knew he'd begun it. 
With a lift of his chin and a bit of a grin, 
Without any doubting or quiddit, 
He started to sing as he tackled the thing 
That couldn't be done, and he did it. 
 
There are thousands to tell you it cannot be done, 
There are thousands to prophesy failure, 
There are thousands to point out to you one by one, 
The dangers that wait to assail you. 
But just buckle in with a bit of a grin, 
Just take off your coat and go to it;  
Just start in to sing as you tackle the thing 
That 'cannot be done,' and you'll do it.  

Edgar Albert Guest 

http://www.poemhunter.com/edgar-albert-guest/poems/
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By LISA O’NEILL 

The Wheatbelt Business Network 
(WBN) recently held their October 
Business After Hours (BAH’s) at 
Hutton and Northey Sales in 
Merredin.  

A great night was had by all and a 
special thanks to the Hutton, 
Trunfio and Lombardini families! 
The night started with some 
delicious snacks and cold drinks, 
followed by an excellent tour of the 
business and workshop. This was 
then followed by Juliet Grist – 
Executive Officer of Regional 
Development Australia (Wheatbelt) 

WBN BAH Hutton & Northey 
giving the businesses an overview 
of the ‘Build your Business’ 
workshop that is currently 
available. This workshop if criteria 
is met, can also be subsidised. 
Certainly not an opportunity to be 
missed. Then the night was capped 
off with some business 
brainstorming on the ‘Growing 
Merredin’ Project.  

A great night and one that 
shouldn’t be missed. The WBN 
look forward to seeing all Merredin 
Businesses at the next BAH’s at 
Merredin Glazing Service on the 
28th of November.  
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By GRDC 

Grain growers are being 
encouraged to implement 
strategies to ensure harvest 2016 is 
a safe one. 

The Grains Research and 
Development Corporation 
(GRDC) is backing calls by the 
Australian Centre for Agricultural 
Health and Safety for the 
prioritisation of the welfare of all 
those involved in harvesting this 
year’s crops. 

Alan Umbers, GRDC Manager 
Grower Services, says harvest is a 
testing time of the year for the 
nation’s growers so being well 
prepared is critical. 

“It is important that growers 
remain firmly focused on planning 
for a safe and successful harvest, 
especially after having to contend 
with numerous challenges during 
the 2016 growing season, from 
frosts in the west through to 
flooding and waterlogging in the 
southern and northern cropping 
regions,” Mr Umbers said. 

Dr Tony Lower, Director of the 
Australian Centre for Agricultural 
Health and Safety, says now is the 
time to make sure that growers and 
their most important resource – the 
people who work with and for 
them – are safe and up to the tasks 
ahead. 

Prioritising Safety this Harvest 
“Growers experience intense 
pressure and fatigue during harvest, 
and there is usually a higher number 
of inexperienced seasonal workers 
employed – all factors that expose 
the industry to a heightened risk of 
danger,” said Dr Lower, whose work 
is supported through the Primary 
Industries Health and Safety 
Partnership, of which the GRDC is a 
partner. 

Dr Lower says risks can be reduced 
by growers employing key strategies, 
such as:   

 Making sure all guards on 
machinery and equipment 
(harvesters, tractors, chaser bins, 
silos, field bins and auger), are in 
place; 

 Ensuring all people working 
during harvest – whether employees, 
contractors or family members – are 
inducted into the way safety will be 
managed during the harvest, 
including fatigue. Expectations for 
safety should be made very clear to 
everyone; 

 Having a standard policy where 
all harvester/machinery engines are 
stopped and keys removed from the 
ignition during maintenance. Before 
working under raised hydraulics, 
header fronts and combs, ensure 
hydraulic and ram locks have been 
fitted and that the comb is chocked 
and supported. Replace all guards 

after servicing/repairs; 

 Making everyone aware of 
electrical hazards and where they 
exist on the property. Consider 
having no‐go areas, if practical. 
Look up and live; 

 Fire is always a risk at harvest. 
Check that the water trailer is full, 
regularly clean down headers to keep 
trash and straw away from pulleys, 
belts and bearings, and fit a fire 
extinguisher on headers, tractors and 
fuel trailers. 

Dr Lower says the mix of people, 
machinery, extended working hours 
and fatigue, makes for a potent 
cocktail increasing the risk of injury 
and downtime during harvest. 

“It is in everyone’s interest to 
manage fatigue and while there is no 
one‐size fits all solution, there are 
things that you can do. Talking with 
all workers and family members 

about fatigue and how you will 
manage fatigue during the harvest as 
part of the induction is vital.” 

To help start this discussion with 
workers and contractors, a self‐
assessment fatigue checklist poster 
has been developed and can be 
downloaded from the Australian 
Centre for Agricultural Health and 
Safety website’s Resources for 
Farmers (Fatigue Management) at 
http://sydney.edu.au/medicine/
aghealth/. 

“One error made in tiredness can 
have tragic consequences for 
individuals or others working on the 
harvest. Let’s make this harvest a 
productive and injury-free one,” Dr 
Lower said. 

Further information on harvest safety 
is available by phoning the 
Australian Centre for Agricultural 
Health and Safety on 02 6752 8210. 

http://coxinall.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=87f4462512400a53a67349d86&id=bb30645b8c&e=0f4e383539
http://coxinall.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87f4462512400a53a67349d86&id=df6804f92d&e=0f4e383539
http://coxinall.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87f4462512400a53a67349d86&id=df6804f92d&e=0f4e383539
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CRC COMMUNITY NEWS 

Merredin Markets 

The October Markets were huge!  
With very strong winds and 
marquees flying around it served as a 
timely reminder to peg your 
marquee.  A record number of 
stallholders on the day meant that we 
had to put some stalls in the middle 
of the grass.  Despite it being such a 
beautiful day, the number of 
shoppers were down.  Please don’t 
forget to support your local markets 
so that the stallholders attend and 
continue to allow the markets to 
grow.  With this in mind, and with 
the markets popularity increasing we 
are considering shifting the markets 
to the carpark adjacent to the Visitors 
Centre with the entertainment and 
food stalls remaining on the lawn.  
This will allow bigger stall spaces 
with easier access for set-up.   

We’d love to hear what you think  
of this, so please email 
marketing@merredincrc.com to let us 
know your thoughts. 

Senior’s Luncheon 

The CRC will again be holding the 
Senior’s Luncheon at Cummins 
theatre.  We will be entertained by 
the beautiful voice of Emma Davis 
and Brian Goddard on the piano as 
well as the Merredin College Choir.  
We will be serving a roast dinner this 
year with fruit salad or chocolate 
cake and ice-cream for dessert. Don’t 
forget to drop in, or call the CRC to 
book your seat as places are limited.   
Thank you to Collgar Wind Farm, 
Shire of Merredin, COTA and 
Lottery West for supporting this 
event. 

Christmas Bazaar 

A one-stop shop for all your 
Christmas shopping!  The Bazaar 
will be held on the 18th of 
December with heaps of great 
Christmas gift ideas and stalls with 
arts & crafts, home businesses, 
party planners and much more.  
Entry is $10 per person and you 
will get a glass of bubbly (or cool-
drink) on entry and nibbles 
throughout the night.  It’s been 
wonderful to see so many people 
working together to coordinate this 
event and wanting to be involved 
by having a stall.  We are 
expecting a really fun night.  If 
you’re interested in a stall call the 
CRC to book. 

Merredin Community Show 

Now is the time to book your 
stall.  The Merredin Show will be 
held on the 25th of March next 
year and we are already receiving 
booking forms.  The Merredin 
Show Raffle is on again this year 
with prizes being 2 quad bikes 
and a peewee.  Tickets will go on 
sale after Christmas and will be 
available at Newtons Home 
Furnishings and at the CRC.  
Winners will be drawn at the 
show. 

Tartuffe 

Cummins Theatre will be showing a 
live broadcast of Tartuffe, straight 
from the State Theatre Centre of 
WA.  

Tartuffe is a comedy about self-
serving, truth-denying, power-
seeking hypocrites.  “Orgon leads a 
blissful, happy life. His extravagant 
and wealthy lifestyle is perfectly 
complemented by a marriage to a 
much younger woman. His daughter 
is engaged and his son is in love. But 
when he welcomes the deceptively 
slick Tartuffe into his family, he 
unwittingly injects his home with a 
lethal dose of chaos. Nothing is off 
limits as Tartuffe exploits Orgon to 
pilfer his fortune and attempt the 
seduction of his wife and his 
daughter. Can the family fight back 
before it’s too late?  First performed 
in 1664, Molière’s side-splitting 
classic combines adultery, betrayal, 
seduction, lies and deceit with the 
precisely organised chaos that is 
known as farce.” 

Call the Cummin’s Theatre on 9041 
3295 to book. 

Blokes Brekky 

A joint breakfast between the 
Merredin CRC, Eastern Wheatbelt 
Primary Health, Holyoake, The 
Regional Men’s Health Initiative and 
WA Primary Health Alliance was 
held on the 12th of October on the 
lawn outside the CRC.  It was great 
to see such a big bunch of blokes 
there to raise awareness for men’s 
mental health.  Over 100 brekky 
wraps were eaten and everyone left 
with a smile on their faces.  Thanks 
so much to our volunteers who 
arrived at 6am to help set up.  
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By TRENT STARCEVICH 

“The Department of Education, 
through the Pathways and 
Transitions Branch, Statewide 
Services, offers outstanding 
academic students in public schools 
the opportunity to participate in a 
series of course specific tutorials. 
These tutorials have been developed 
to extend students’ understanding of 
the course content, prepare them for 
both school and WACE examinations 
and maximise their academic 
achievement.”  

I consider myself very fortunate to 
have been identified and invited to 
participate in the 2016 Purposeful The Year 3 class at Merredin 

College had a lot of fun engaging in 
a Skype session with a class from 
India. Grade 3 and 4 students of 
Vidya Niketan Bira Public School 
in Pilani, had prepared a 
demonstration of the different 
aspects of India such as India’s 
map, flag, food, festivals and 
monuments. During the 
presentation the students also sang 
some songs and showed a dance.  

After the presentations students 
from both schools took time to ask 
questions about each other’s 
country and schools. The students 
enjoyed learning about the 
similarities and differences between 
India and Australia, especially that 
they also liked ice-cream and 
learning facts such as the national 
sport.  

After the connection, students 
participated in an online quiz 
created by the class teacher Ms 
Sharma about the information 
presented. All the students agreed 
that it was fun learning and meeting 
other children from another 
country. 

Student quotes: 

I enjoyed the presentations and 
how the boys introduced us to India 
– Imogen 

I thought it was fun learning about 
some of the differences and the 
things that were the same - 
Catherine 

I liked finding out that they liked 
ice-cream too – Georgia 

I liked it when they sang some 
songs and showed us some dancing 
- Chloe 

Purposeful Academic Classes for Excelling Students (PACES) Program 

Academic Courses for Excelling 
Students (PACES) Program in 
Mathematics Methods based on my 
Year 11 results. These course 
specific sessions were held at Curtin 
University on four selected Saturday 
mornings from 9am – 12pm in June, 
August, September and October.  

The Maths Methods presenter for all 
the sessions was Mr O.T. Lee, who is 
a renowned mathematician and 
writer of Maths books.  

I feel privileged to have been invited 
to join with other Maths Methods 
PACES students (approx. 30 of us). 
The experience and opportunity has 
been thoroughly enjoyable, 

Connecting with India 

Friday 14th October the Merredin 
College and St Mary’s Year 4-6 
students competed at the T20 Blast 
Merredin Primary Cricket 
Carnival. 

10 mini games of cricket were 
spaced out all over the Rec Centre 
oval with 10 girls teams and 10 
boys teams. The kids had such a 
fun day competing against each 
other.  

Thanks so much to Paul the 
regional Cricket Manger for 
organising such a wonderful event. 
Thanks also to the teachers, parents 
and helpers who came along and 
volunteered their time so the day 
was a great success.  

Congratulations to St Mary’s 
Teams 1 and 2 who won the boys 
and girls competition.  

enlightening and challenging! 

I would like to especially thank my 
Maths teacher at Merredin College, 
Mr Mike Gibbon, for all his 
expertise, guidance and passion that 
has contributed to me being accepted 
into the Maths Methods PACES 
program. 
Thank 
you! 

T20 Blast 

Have you got your enrolment forms in for your child for 
Kindergarten in 2017?  Those children that have will receive an 
invitation this week for our orientation program for Kindergarten. 

  Orientation will run on 3 consecutive Tuesdays commencing on 
the 1st November from 9am until noon.  Get your enrolment 
forms in or collect an application pack from the Merredin College 
office to receive an invite. 

Kindy Orientation for  

2017 Kindergarten students 

Over Term 3 and 4 all Year 11 
students have had the opportunity to 
participate in a 3 day nationally 
accredited course, ‘Provide First 
Aid’. Students learnt the basics of 
first aid and life support, learning 
many useful skills that they would be 
able to use in an emergency 
situation. 

Students covered 

 chain of survival 

 assessing the situation 

 signs of life 

 performing CPR 

 demonstrated use of an automated 
external defibrillator 

 care of the unconscious person 

 special techniques for children and 
Infants 

 CPR in special circumstances 

 breathing emergencies including 
choking and asthma 

 cardiac emergencies 

 severe allergic reaction 

 shock 

 bleeding and wound care 

 burns and scalds 

 extremes of Heat and Cold 

 poisoning 

 altered conscious states 

 bites and stings 

 musculoskeletal injuries 

 infection control 
First aid is a great qualification to 
get, not only does it equip students to 
potentially save a life but also 
enhances their CV and job 
applications.  

Year 11s Providing First Aid 
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Water Week 16th to the 22nd 
October, 2016 

National Water Week is held in 
October each year to help us 
understand and take action to 
protect and conserve our precious 
water resources and habitats.  

National Water Week provides an 
opportunity to remind us and teach 
others that water must be used 
wisely if there is to be enough to 
meet the needs of our future 
generations. 

The students participated in lots of 
fun activities this week to remind 
them to take action to protect our 
vital water sources. 

Merredin T/20 Blast Primary School Carnival 

On Friday the Year 4-6 students 
attended the Merredin Rec Centre 
to participate in the annual T/20 
Blast Primary School Carnival. 

The students travelled by bus to the 
town oval and were split into our 
seven teams ready to play against 

Merredin College. The day was 
amazing, thanks to the organisation 
of Paul Reid, Regional Cricket 
Manager for the Wheatbelt. Paul 
had the students motivated to play 
and even had music and spot prizes 
for the students. 

Cummins Theatre Incursion 

The Year 4 and 5 classes were 
lucky enough to have two amazing 
experiences on Monday 17th 
October thanks to AWESOME 
Festival and the Cummins Theatre 
for providing us with the 
opportunity to experience. First we 
had a session in class with 
cartoonist Campbell who shared 
with us how he draws cartoons. He 
made it look really easy and he 
was able to draw all sorts of 
amazing things. He helped us to 
change how we draw stick people 
using the circle and sausage 
method as he called it.  He also 
explained that anyone can draw, it 
just takes practice.  

After lunch we went to the hall and 

watched a production by The Trick 
of Light Theatre Company from 
New Zealand called ‘The Book 
Binder’. It was an amazing one 
man show which took us deep into 
the world of a boy leaving home to 
become an apprentice book binder. 
He was warned against taking 
short cuts in his craft and ended up 
inside the book. He was saved by 
his handkerchief. The play was 
very cleverly performed by one 
man and one of his props was a 
hand crafted paper-mache boy, 
made with the encyclopaedia 
meaning of book binding.  

We were very lucky to have these 
experiences brought right to our 
door. 

Water Week—16th—22nd October 2016 
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By EMMA DAVIS 

The Cummins Theatre played 
host to the AWESOME 
Festival Roadshow recently 
with children of all ages 
enjoying a day out aT the 
theater with a multitude of 
activities on offer. 

Each year in the October school 
holidays, the AWESOME 
Festival presents a spectacular 
array of theatre, dance, early 
childhood activities, music, 
film and hands-on activities in 
the Perth Cultural Centre. 

In 2016 The Cummins Theatre, 
with the assistance of 
Lotterywest and The 
Department of Culture and the 
Arts, was fortunate to take part 
in a pilot program to bring the 
festival to country children and 
their families. 

The AWESOME festival 
roadshow brought a selection of 
the best the festival has to offer 
with a variety of free and 
ticketed events spread out 
throughout the theatre, theatre 
gardens and Tivoli room.. 

Everything is AWESOME at the 
Children participated in the 
Imagination Playground, large 
oversized blocks of various sizes 
that could be used to build a 
rocket ship, a house, a giraffe, or 
anything the children could 
imagine! 

Alongside the playground was 
the Better Beginnings Book 
Cubby where children wrote and 
published their very own 
storybook. Presented by the State 
Library of Western Australia, the 
books are published and archived 
for children across the state to 
read. 

Aspiring artists had the 
opportunity to learn about 
drawing cartoons from talented 
cartoonist and illustrator 
Campbell Whyte. The hands on 
workshop took children through 
the basic building blocks of 
creating their own comic book. 

The festival was topped off with 
multiple performances of the 
award winning production The 
Bookbinder by New Zealand 
theatre company Trick of the 
Light. This very clever and 
beautiful production mixed 

puppetry, shadow play, pop up 
books, and expert storytelling to 
tell the slightly spooky story of a 
young boy who becomes trapped 
in a book. 

The festival was a fantastic 
opportunity for Merredin and we 
hope to present the AWESOME 
Festival Roadshow again. 
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Chris’s Corner  

By CHRIS VAN DER 
MERWE 

Water pump leaks 

If you have a petrol or electric 
powered water pump it is 
advisable to make sure there is 
always water in the pump before 
starting it up.   

These pumps have a ceramic seal 
inside, and if started without 
water the seal can become very 

hot.   

If the pump then sucks in water it 
can crack the ceramic seal due to 
the cold water contacting the hot 
surfaces. 

If you have a question you would 
like answered about your 
lawnmower, chainsaw, line 
trimmer or other piece of 
equipment just email it to 
chris@merredinmowers.com.au 

By MICHELLE MARKS—Shire 
of Merredin 
 
Bushfires are a serious risk to 
families in Australia, particularly 
during summer. They can be 
devastating to communities and 
cause severe damage to properties. 
Residents must prepare their 
properties for the upcoming bush fire 
season as a measure for preventing 
the outbreak or spread of bush fires.  
Burning is strictly prohibited from 1 
November 2016. 

By SU RILEY 

All Saints Merredin are taking a walk 
down "Memory Lane" getting ready 
for the Centenary Celebrations on 6th 
November. 

These Shots appear to have been 
taken around Easter 1989 when Rev 
Norman and Barbara Apthorp 
concluded their time with All Saints 
Church Merredin.  Can you put 
names to any of the people standing 
outside All Saints Church? - Max 
and Louise Dixon, Gwen Jasper, Mrs 
Gethin on extreme left? Ms Teadsale 
on extreme right? possibly Lillian 
Armstrong hiding in the back of the 
shot along with Philip Cornish. 

Indoor photos appear to be in the 
Senior Centre.  People we suspect are 

Bush Fire Season Approaches 

Shire of Merredin will be conducting 
property inspections during the first 
week in November to ensure 
properties comply with the 
requirements of the Bush Fires Act 
1954 Fire Break Order. For 
information on how to prepare your 
property contact Shire of Merredin 
on 9041 1611.  

Fire safety information can be 
obtained from the Department of 
Fire and Emergency website: 
www.dfes.wa.gov.au  

Can you name these people? 
present in the shots with Rev 
Norman and Barbara Apthorp 
include  the Dixons and Peter and 
Faye Maughan.   Can anyone help 
with any names and contacts for 
others? 

The folk at All Saints would love to 
have a display of memorabilia at 
Apthorp Hall on Saturday 5th 
November.   If you have photos from 
Weddings, Baptisms and other 
Celebrations – particularly those in 
Apthorp Hall when it was still All 
Saints Church;   we would love a 
copy to add to display and retain in 
our collection.  

If you can help us with contact 
details for former parishioners or 
donations of photos and even stories 

about events in the churches 
history;  Please contact our Parish 
email paradmin@westnet.com.au,  or by 
sending us a "Personal Message" or 
public post to our Facebook pages - 
All Saints Church Merredin and 
Merredin Saints,  posting us a letter 
to PO Box 110 Merredin WA 6415 
or  calling our Warden Su on 0427 
412 709. 

The “Year of Celebration” at All 
Saints Church will  conclude with a 
special Eucharist at 10:30am on 
Sunday 6th November 2016.   This 
Service  is to  Celebrate the 
Centenary of the Consecration of the 
original All Saints church,  which for 
over 25 years has been known as 
Apthorp Hall.   Your RSVP to the 
above contacts will enable us to 
correctly cater for the day. 

mailto:paradmin@westnet.com.au
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It’s All About You 

By OWEN—Regional Men’s 
Health Initiative 

Sometimes even when we do 
everything possible to get it right 
the ball still bounces the wrong 
way. When this happens it is a 
natural reaction to ask ourselves 
“what did I miss” which often 
leads us to blame ourselves for 
something that was beyond our 
control. These challenges can 
include any form of personal 
crisis such as relationship, 
financial, family, neighbour and 
weather issues. They can affect 
any of us any time, the ball can 
bounce the wrong way! 

With the latest challenges of frost 
facing farmers, it is easy to start 
blaming ourselves for the 
increasing number of challenges 
needing to be dealt with, when 
the reality is most people made 
good choices based on the 
knowledge had at the time. 

As human beings when we 
become aware that we are facing 
new, serious and unexpected 
challenges our response is to 
either ignore them, hoping they 
are an apparition, or we go to the 
other extreme and visualize the 
worst possible outcomes.  

While both these positions are 
legitimate, depending on your 
personality type, the reality of the 
situation and the solution to the 
challenge is somewhere in 
between. 

I believe there are several things 
that can be done to help us deal 

When the Ball Bounces the Wrong Way 
with the difficulties we are facing 
right now (in particular frosts for 
the farmers) in a positive way to 
protect our wellbeing. However 
these points can be used for any 
contextual issue we may be 
facing in our lives. 

Keep a positive personal 
attitude. Recognize your  ability 
as a good farmer (or in another 
context a good bloke) who made 
the right decisions but the ball 
has bounced the wrong way. 

Talk to whoever needs to be 
informed about your situation. 
This includes family, financiers, 
advisors and legal positions 
(especially in relationships and 
child custody). 

Look for realistic solutions not 
someone to blame. These 
problems have caught most 
people off guard and unprepared. 

Don’t panic or over-react. Most 
challenges take a little time to 
unfold and hasty decisions can 
create additional problems. 

Start to consider your options. 
As you consider your alternatives 
keep those affected in the loop. 

Consider this as a challenge 
more than a problem. When 
things are problems we usually 
think negatively when they are 
challenges we think positively. 

In life we have many experiences 
that require us to use our best 
judgment, based on the 
knowledge we have, to ascertain 

the best way forward. If we are 
well informed it is easier to 
respond when the ball bounces 
the wrong way. This is always 
helped by increasing 
communication by both talking 
and listening with all concerned 
in the challenges facing us.  
Down the track with the benefit 

of hindsight we are able to test 
the wisdom or our responses. 

It has been said before but it is 
worth repeating “success has its 
greatest impact on our ego, 
challenges are the things that 
strengthen our characters”. 
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Science 

By GRANT STAINER 

Have you heard about superbugs? 
Most likely you have. This is a major 
issue that has big implications for 
society. So, what are superbugs…? 

“Superbug” is the name the media 
has given to bacteria that have 
become resistant to one or more 
antibiotic drugs.  

The main method through which 
these bacteria have become resistant 
is through evolution. When an 
antibiotic is applied to bacteria, it 
kills all those bacteria that are 
susceptible to that antibiotic. 
However, due to the genetic diversity 
in any population of bacteria, there 
are some that have genes that 
provide resistance to the antibiotic. 
The resistant bacteria are therefore 
preferentially selected for, and they 
then grow, conferring their resistant 
genes to their offspring.  

Bacteria can and do also become 
resistant through genetic mutation, as 
well as direct transfer of genes 
between bacteria (yes, bacteria have 
sex!).  

Many bacteria have become resistant 
to multiple types of antibiotics, 
known as multi-drug resistance. This 
means that infections are no longer 
able to be easily treated, and diseases 
that were once able to be fairly easily 

Superbugs on the rise 
controlled, could once again become 
as deadly as they were before the 
discovery of antibiotics.  

One of the key causes of antibiotic 
resistance is the misuse of 
antibiotics. Such misuse includes 
attempting to use antibiotics (drugs 
targeting bacteria) against viral 
infections, patients not completing 
their prescribed course of antibiotics, 
use of antibiotics as an animal 
growth promoter (such as in chicken 
farms), and use of the wrong doses.  

The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) has demonstrated that 
antibiotic resistance is present in 
every country in the world. Diseases 
that have resistance to some or all 
classes of antibiotics include, but are 
not limited to, tuberculosis (TB), 
malaria, Staphylococcus aureus, 
Klebsiella pneumoniae, many E. coli 
strains, and Enterobacteriaceae.  

Australia is one of the highest users 
of antibiotics in the world. Unlike 
other developed countries though, 
Australia’s usage has been slowly 
declining. It has been estimated that 
Australia could safely cut its 
antibiotic usage by half. 

It is up to everyone to use antibiotics 
responsibly, lest we all return to the 
days before antibiotics where most 
people died of disease.  
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“Guess what I am” 

By LANCE FLEAY 

Unfortunately no winners for last 
editions ‘Guess what I am”. 

The answer to last editions quiz 
was:  a kerosene lantern with a red 
lens on one side and a green on the 
other which was used by the 
railway guard to signal to the train 
driver to either stop or go. 

This weeks quiz item: once again, 
this item is at the museum, but has 
no connection to the railways, 
however has a huge connection to 
the town and was used in the 
1950’s.  Clue:  if you were hot you 
went there to cool off. 

To win a family pass to the 
Merredin Railway Museum, email 

merredin@crc.net.au, and the first 
correct answer wins. 
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CABINET MAKING CARPENTER 

Trades 
CABINET MAKING 

Shack-toberfest hits Shackleton 
Shack-toberfest was held at the Shackleton 
District Club  on the 22nd October and saw 
300 happy traditional German Oktoberfest 
Fraulein and Hansel Lederhosen wearing 
party goers. 

Jermyn Street was blocked off, and everyone 
enjoyed German traditions such as beer, wine, 
sausages, sauerkraut, pretzels and bratwurst 
along with competitions of keg rolling and 
stein carrying. 

Buses transported people to the fun from 
Bruce Rock, Corrigin, Kellerberrin and 
Quairading for entertainment that went from 
11am—11pm.  With free camping on the oval 
for those who wanted to see the night through.  
Great entertainment was provided with 
modern live music from Queensland and Perth 
playing on the back of a truck as a makeshift 
stage.   

This is the beginning of a yearly tradition, so 
don’t miss out in 2017. 

Shack-toberfest participants dressed in Oktoberfest Fraulein and Hansel Lederhosen enjoy traditional German beer. 

Bands from Queensland and Perth provided live 

entertainment 

Traditional German food and drink available all day 
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Trades 
COMPUTER TECHNICIAN 

PLASTERING 

PEST CONTROL 

GLASS SERVICES EARTH MOVING ELECTRICIAN 

PEST CONTROL PLUMBER 

PLASTERING 
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By AGWORLD 

Farmers and agronomists can throw 
the notepad and pen from the top 
pocket this harvest and eliminate the 
frustration of double entering data 
thanks to a range of apps that allow 
real-time, in-paddock recording and 
data sharing. 

The apps have been developed by 
leading agricultural technology 
provider Agworld to enable farmers 
and harvest employees to capture key 
data during this busy time on their 
iPads and iPhones and make it 
instantly accessible to their 
agronomists and other farm staff. 

Agworld general manager Simon 
Foley said farmers can use the 
platforms to quickly and easily create 
current records of  harvest area, crop 
yields, paddock or production 
constraints noted or suspected, costs 
of harvest operations and any other 
notes that are relevant to particular 
paddocks or paddock zones. 

“They can also access, on-the-go, a 
range of handy tools via their mobile 
devices, including a library of product 
labels, Material Safety Data Sheets 
(MSDS) and technical documents,” 
he  said. 

“All of this data helps to produce a 
better picture of the farming business’ 
performance and is instantly 
reportable for gross margin analysis. 

“The information collected at harvest 
is  easy to view throughout the season 
and, combined with a range of 

High Tech Farming 

Agworld general manager Simon Foley   

agronomic and production 
information generated by the farmer 
and agronomist during the year, builds 
a comprehensive set of farm records 
for a particular year and to monitor 
trends across years.” 

Harvest functionality is among the 
many features of Agworld’s apps that 
can provide valuable  insight to whole 
farm management – with the aim of 
boosting business productivity and 
reducing production and financial 
risks. 

“The iPad and iPhone apps easily 
extend the functionality of the 
Agworld website to provide 
production information and insights to 
better assist with in-paddock decision 
making,” Mr Foley said.  

Agworld’s Collaborative Farming 
Solutions can be used in both online 
and offline situations to manage any 
internet connectivity issues. 

Mr Foley said despite parts of rural 
and regional Australia continuing to 
face internet access issues, the move 
by farmers  and agronomists to mobile 
technology continues to grow. 

“Our technology has both online and 
offline capabilities to overcome the 
issue of black spots,” he said. 

“Its design ensures farmers  can still 
record data offline in the paddock 
before syncing at home, when there is 
typically better internet connectivity 
and capacity.” 

Mr Foley said since Agworld was 
launched in Australia in December 

2009, the company has connected 
more than 17,000 farmers and 
agronomists across Australia and New 
Zealand. 

“Our aim is to provide software 
solutions that enable farmers and 
agronomists to work more efficiently 
and effectively as one unit that is 
connected, in real-time, wherever they 
both are,” he said. 

“On average, in the past 12 months, 
each agronomist using our platform is 
connected to 27 farm companies 
through Agworld. 

“Total connections of farmers to 
agronomists during the past 12 
months have increased by 15 per cent. 

“Agronomists, on average, access 
Agworld via mobile device three 
times a day, in comparison to growers 
who typically use it twice a day.” 

Mr Foley said the success of the 

system could be demonstrated in the 
finding that, during the past 
year,  Agworld has been accessed by 
users via mobile devices more than 
one million times. 

Almost 70 per cent of this mobile 
useage of Agworld platforms has been 
on an iPad and about 30 per cent on 
iPhones. 

Agworld apps are designed to be 
intuitive and user- friendly, but the 
company has locally-based support 
staff spread across Australia, 
providing  complimentary support and 
training to users. 

Agworld is available via web browser 
or through its iPad and iPhone apps 
from the Apple App Store. 

For more information visit 
www.agworld.com.au  

http://coxinall.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=87f4462512400a53a67349d86&id=7c4d252785&e=0f4e383539
http://coxinall.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87f4462512400a53a67349d86&id=85b5745972&e=0f4e383539
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Thank You 

Positions Vacant 

Wanted For Sale (Over $250) 

Private Collector looking to buy all things farm 
related.  Tractor sets, old steel wheels, oil bottles, 
tops and racks, oil and petrol tins, old signs, bowsers 
and anything farm related.  Happy to look through 
dusty sheds.  Don’t throw it out I’ll clean it out.  Call 
Glen on 0408 920 941. 

Public Notices 
Classifieds are a great way to get the 

message out there.  Charged at $12 for 
12 words, then 50c per word after that. 

Housing and Property Services Officer Pool 
Recruitment—Housing Authority Wheatbelt 
The Housing Authority is currently advertising for 
Housing and Property Services Officers in the Merredin, 
Northam and Narrogin offices. 
Level 3 $67,896—$73,717 PSGOGA + super 
Please refer to jobs.wa.gov.au Ref# HOU5916 for 
further information.  

Merredin Hobby Farm 479 acres, 3kms from town, 
water on property, great cropping/grazing land.  
$275,000.  Phone 0433 699 485. 

The Burracoppin Football Club will hold their  
Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 2nd 
November 2016 at 7:00pm at the Merredin Recreation 
and Leisure Centre. Please come along and support 
your local football club and help make the 2017 
season even more successful than 2016.  Thank you 
and we look forward to seeing you there. 

To the many friends and family of the late Jim 
Medlen, we would like to express our  most sincere 
gratitude and thanks for the kindness shown to us 
after his passing.  All the cards, flowers & well 
wishes have meant so much.  Noel Medlen & Family. 

Merredin Club Inc Raffle drawn Saturday 22nd 
October—1st Prize - Ticket # 199 Heather Adamson, 
2nd Prize-Ticket # 151, Gordon Nelson, 3rd Prize - 
Ticket # 049 Liz Moody 

Merredin Residential College Firepit Raffle 

results.   

Permit Number: LS208938416.  Winners: 1st Louise 

Discenza ticket 109, 2nd Michelle Lowe ticket 73, 3rd 

Erica O’Neill ticket 154, 4th Neville O’Donnell ticket 

133, 5th Erica O’Neill ticket 152, 6th Kristy Yew 

ticket 76, 7th Courtney Andrews ticket 96, 8th Nessie 

Western ticket 161, 9th Michelle Lowe ticket 71, 10th 

Mark Crees ticket 180, 11th Krysta Weston ticket 84, 

12th Kylie Squire ticket 98. 

Public Notices 

By EMMA DAVIS 

On October 13th, Barking Gekko 
Theatre Company made a visit to 
the Cummins Theatre for two very 
spooky shows of their newest 
production In A Dark Dark Wood. 

Loosely based on the story of 
Hansel and Gretel, the story 
followed the adventures of Pippa 
and her little brother as they went 
in search of the beach, ice-cream, 

Spooky Fun at the Theatre 
and excitement but found there were 
other things waiting for them in the 
dark woods. 

The production  took 338 kids and 
teachers from Tammin Primary 
School, Saint Mary's School and 
Merredin College on an amazing 
journey and sent them home with a 
little more imagination to play with. 

"It was amazing! All the students 
(and adults) loved the performance 

and we took away so many 
theories, thoughts and ideas. Each 
child that I asked had a different 
response to the show. Superb 
quality stage management and 
performance." said Deidre Fardell 
who attended with her students. 

In A Dark Dark Wood was part of 
the new Theatre Education 
Program at the Cummins Theatre 
that aims to connect local schools 
with high quality arts workshops 

and productions and was made 
possible thanks to Lotterywest. 



26          MERREDIN COMMUNITY & REGIONAL NEWS  Friday, October 28, 2016 

 

By GRANT STAINER 

“Two” was the theme for the 
Merredin Camera Club’s October 
meeting, and it was great to see 
the variety of approaches to the 
idea of two. In photos, it is often 
very tricky to get two objects to 
make a good photo, as odd 
numbers usually work better. So it 
was a tricky subject!  

Twenty-one “two” photos filled 
the theme section, and another 20 
photos were entered in the open 
section. The judge this month was 
local photographer Brett Guthrie.   

In the theme section, Mr Guthrie 
awarded equal gold to Kate 
Caughey’s “Beach wanderers” 
and Daina Sutherland’s “Two 
precious feet”. Silver was 
awarded six different photos, and 
another 5 photos received bronze.   

In the open section, Mr Guthrie 
awarded gold to Sally Robson-
Thomas’s “Delicate”. Equal silver 
went to Daina Sutherland, 
Margret Schell, and Megan 
Simmonds. Bronze went to eight 

Double the fun at Camera Club 
different photos.  

Mr Guthrie highlighted the 
importance of identifying and 
using the correct exposure, as well 
as composition of photos and the 
use of depth of field.  

Club members voted similarly to 
Mr Guthrie, giving first place to 
Kate Caughey’s “Beach 
wanderers”, second place to Dot’s 
“Two lonely pines”, and third 
place to Megan Simmonds’ 
“Twins” in the theme section.  

In the open section, club members 
awarded first place to Sally 
Robson-Thomas’s “Delicate”, 
equal second place to Megan 
Simmonds’ photos “Light painted 
bunker” and “Bunker in the bush”, 
and equal third to Poppy Atheis’s 
“Up and away” and Kate 
Caughey’s “Jetty remains”. 

The Merredin Camera Club holds 
it’s enjoyable and relaxing 
meetings at the Merredin 
Playgroup building on Throssell 
Road, and will hold it’s next 
meeting on Wednesday 9 

Kate Caughey’s ‘Beach wanderers’ 

Daina Sutherland’s ‘Two precious feet’ Sally Robson-Thomas’ ‘Delicate’ 

Margret Schell’s ‘Pretty little weeks’ 

November 2016, where the 
rebellious theme is “Graffiti”.  

The Merredin Camera Club 
welcomes new members. For 
more information about the 
Merredin Camera Club, please 
email Daina Sutherland at 
dainasutherland@bigpond.com 

Novembers Theme 

Graffiti 

Photo’s Submitted by 

30th October 2016 
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Lawn Bowls 
By MARGARET JOHNSTON 

The Summer Pennant Season is well 

underway at the Civic Bowling Club. 

On Wednesday October 12th the 

ladies commenced their Pennants 

with the Derby, with Blue just falling 

across the line against Gold and 

having a 4—0 win. 

On Wednesday October 19th, Civic 

Gold travelled to Bruce Rock and 

with another close game, they had a 

1—3 loss.  Civic Blue had a bye. 

The men have continued their 

Pennants on Saturday October 15th.  

Civic Gold hosted Narembeen 

Maroon and had a tie 4—4.  Civic 

Blue hosted Narembeen Gold and 

lost 2—6.  Civic Gold v Bruce Rock 

Purple and lost 2—6.  Civic Gold v 

Bruce Rock Gold and had a 7—1 

win. 

On Sunday October 16th the bowling 

club hosted the Italian Laguna 

Veneto Bocce Club.  The bowlers 

were playing for the Alp Family 

Trophy, it was also the Bowl Over 

Cancer Fundraiser.  It turned out to 

be a very successful afternoon, with 

the Bocce players having not played 

bowls before, they were all very 

enthusiastic and entertaining.  The 

winning team was Shane Hollington, 

Suzi Fitzgerald, Rosario Spagnolo 

and Elizabeth Lane, and runners up 

being Norma Henderson, Alan 

Walker, Blazenko Kuscevic and 

Margaret Johnston.  After all the 

formalities, a very enjoyable BBQ 

was held.  A big thank you to all that 

made it such an enjoyable day. 

On Sunday October 23rd the bowlers 

had a  club day and we welcomed 

some visitors from Nungarin and the 

club.  The winners were Steve Cepi 

and Syd Crees and runners up Bev 

Drakeford and Lorraine Seward, a 

visitor from Nungarin. 

Coming Events 
 

Ladies 
Wednesday 26th October  

Pennants 
Civic Gold v Westonia 

Civic Blue v Bruce Rock 
 

Saturday 29th & Sunday 30th October 
Gala Weekend 

 

Men 
Saturday October 29th 
Westonia v Civic Blue 
Yilgarn v Civic Gold 
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Tennis 

By GRANT STAINER 

Sunday 16th October saw the 
Merredin Districts Lawn Tennis hold 
it’s Handicap Doubles 
Championships.  

Men’s Captain Ian Lane welcomed 
everyone to the day and explained 
how it all worked. Handicap Doubles 
works where, if pair A and pair B are 
playing, and pair B wins the first 
game, then pair B begins the next 
game with a negative score (-15). If 
they win that game too, then they 
start the following game at -30. If 
pair B then lose that game, then they 
return to -15 for the next game. If 
pair B lose that game too, then both 
sides begin at 0-0 for the next game.  

The system means that everyone has 
a good chance at winning.  

In the Men’s doubles, Cameron Wild 
and Camray Gethin (Cam-squared) 
came out winners, with runners up 
being Tom Kearse and Thami 
Ngwenya.  

In the Women’s doubles, all matches 
by all pairs were all drawn 4-all, 
resulting in all pairs finishing with 
equal scores. Therefore, they all 
came first and simultaneously last!  

The Handicap Championships were 
followed by the usual social tennis, 
albeit somewhat later than the usual 

Districts Handicap Doubles 

start time.  

Social tennis is held every Sunday 
from 3pm onwards, and the Merredin 
Districts Lawn Tennis Club 
welcomes everyone, both new and 
old alike, for a good fun hit of tennis.  

Interested people can check out the 
club’s Facebook page for more 
information, or contact club 
Secretary Tenielle Hooper on 
0437 886 855 to get the most up to 
date details.  

Cam Gethin puts the effort into serving.  
Photo courtesy of Grant Stainer. 

WOMENS BASKETBALL RESULTS 20/10/16 

Mystics Blue 20 d Burra White 18 
Best players: Lana Drakford, Ashlynn Osbourne, Erin Keamy  

Lakers (2) 72 d Dimensions 15 
Best players: Siobhan Hayden, Rishaye Shaw, Taliesha Collard 

 
Lakers (1) 39 d Fury 22 

Best players: Danielle Hayden, Theresa Jetta, Kat White  
 

Sonics 30 d Vets 16 
Best players: Brooke Cragan, Nicole Newton, Judy Jeffries 

 
Opals 17 Benchwarmers 8 

Best players: Makeisha Hunter, Kristy Cooper, Kara Power 
 

MENS BASKETBALL RESULTS 20/10/2016 

Snakes 40 d Mustangs 26 

Best players: Eden Matsumoto, Leighton Trunfio, Will Morris 
 

Burra Topics 40 d Young Guns 12 
Best Players: Michael Vynuchal, Jack Dowsborough, Leigh Fulker 

 
Lakers 25 d Titans 23 

Best players: Kris Hayden, Mark Maloney, Corey Nelson 
 

Bulls 36 d Long Shots 20 
Best players: Jamie Pascoe, Ryan Jaxon, Jessie Price  

 

Basketball 


