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By JOANNE VAN UDEN 

On the weekend of September 2nd 
2017 we hosted our first ever horse 
endurance ride from our property in 
Merredin. We have been members 
of the Western Australian 
Endurance Rider’s Association for 
nearly 7 years. We have travelled as 
far north as Mt Magnet and as far 
south as Margaret River to ride 
distances ranging from 20km to 
160km. 

After purchasing our property we 
knew we would host a ride once we 
had some infrastructure in place to 
accommodate the riders and horses. 
We wanted our club members to 
experience the pleasure we get when 
riding around the large open spaces. 

We had 50 riders and horses attend 
the ride along with their “strappers”. 
Most riders arrived on the Friday to 
stay the night so they could attend 
the pre ride briefings and to get a 
rundown of the course they would 
be following, which consisted of 
following numbers, arrows and tape. 
Actual riding started at 7am with the 
80km riders heading off first, then 

First Merredin Horse Endurance Ride a success for all 

every half an hour to an hour the 
60km, 40km, 20km and 10km riders 
departed.  Checkpoints are placed 
every 10km offering horses and 
riders water and food.  The time it 
took to complete an 80km ride 
varied from 4.5 hours to 7.5 hours. 
We thank Robyn and Bill Lee, 
Shane and Cindy Jolly and Cliff 
Hannibal for graciously allowing us 
to ride on their properties. 

Our family and friends put their 
hands up to volunteer for the 

Bec Radny riding through the endurance 
course 

Ricci Adlam and Rona Grant   

Cassie and Liz Mulcahy participating in the endurance Course 2017  

weekend, without them the ride 
wouldn’t have proceeded and 
wouldn’t have run so smoothly. We 
were able to offer a lamb and pork 
spit roast for all our riders and 
volunteers courtesy of Bill and 
Robyn Lee. Nearly all of our prizes 
were generously donated by 

sponsors. Check out our Facebook 
page Merredin Endurance Ride for 
our sponsors list. 

Overall it was a great weekend and 
we look forward to hosting the ride 
again in August 2018. 

Do you value your local CRC?  Now 
is the time to tell us why.  Drop into 

your local CRC today.  See page 9 
for more info. 



2               THE PHOENIX Friday, September 29th, 2017 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Every Saturday & Sunday 

Tammin Markets—Puma Roadhouse, Tammin—
9am—1pm—Call Glenice on 0428 371 221. 

Tuesday 26th—29th September 
Circus Workshop for kids, Cummins Theatre 
Merredin.  Find more info at 
www.cumminstheatre.com.au 

Friday 29th Sept—Sunday 1st October 
Nungarin Harvest Festival 

Saturday 30th September 

Mangowine Concert, Mangowine Homestead, 
call 9046 5400 for more info. 
Footy Grand Final Party, Merredin Rec Centre. 
Live music from 4pm. 

Sunday  1st October 
Nungarin Markets, Railway Avenue Nungarin. 
Phone 9046 5174 for bookings 

Saturday 7th October 
Kununoppin Hospital Fete, Nungarin Rec Centre, 
11am. 

Tuesday 10th October 

1080 Accreditation Workshop, Merredin CRC—
12:30pm—4:30pm. Call 0488 471 727 for more 
information. 
Interview Essentials & Resume Workshop, 
Merredin CRC—1.00pm—3.00pm.  Call 9041 
1041 to book. 

Sunday 15th October 
Eleanor’s Story, Cummins Theatre Merredin—
5pm.  Book tickets online. 
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Monday 16th October 
A Musical Luncheon for Seniors, Tammin Town 
Hall—12:30pm—3pm. RSVP by 9th October. 
Contact Tammin Shire for tickets.  

Saturday 21st October 

Merredin Postal Council Election 
Tuesday 31st October 

Merredin Senior’s Luncheon, Cummins 
Theatre—12 noon.  Bookings Essential.  Call 
Merredin CRC to book on 9041 1041. 

REGULAR EVENTS 

0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for 
0—4 year olds.  Contact Emma Fitzsimons on 
9041 0962 or efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au 

A-Choired Taste (formerly Merredin 
Community Singers) – All levels welcome and all 
tastes catered for. Monday evening at the 
Senior Centre. 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm. Further 
information Langley Smith 0409 106 649. 

All Saints Anglican Church—Cnr Haig Rd and 
South Ave. 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 10am, 2nd & 
4th Sundays 11.30am.  Rev’d Brett Guthrie 0427 
605 331.   

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 
9.30pm at the Masonic Lodge in Coronation St.  
First night is free.  Beginners to advanced.  Call 
Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see Sue at the 
Chemist or Lyn at the Post Office. 

Church of Christ—Throssell Road, 10am Sunday 
Worship and Sunday School Ph 0408 484 711 

Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on 
0411 984 123 for more info. 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

SPIKE SAYS 

Same-sex marriage, Yes or No?  

Deb Ransom—I agree with same sex marriage. If two people love 
each other and want to get married, and raise a family then 
whose business is it but theirs. Love is love. 

Andrea Bertolini—I agree to same sex marriage as having family 
and close friends in the same sex relationships as long as they 
are happy that’s all that matters. 

Luke Rushby—It doesn’t worry me if they want to get married, 
that’s their decision I won’t lose sleep over it, bit annoying 
Federal Government spent so much tax payers money on a 1 
question ballot paper.  

Rob Gearing—It doesn’t worry me if they want to get married. 
As long as they’re happy and treat their kids with love if they 
have them. 

Merredin Camera Club— Next meeting 11th 
October 7pm, playgroup building, Throssell 
Road. October’s theme: ‘After Dark’. Image 
taken at night time, long after the sun sets and 
before it rises.  No sunsets, sunrises or 
fireworks. Photos due by 2nd October.  Contact 
Daina for more info: 
dainasutherland@bigpond.com. 

Merredin Churches Fraternal—PO Box 463, 
Merredin, Malcolm Clark  9041 5215 
Merredin Museum & Historical Society—
Meetings first Wednesday of the month 5.00pm 
at Railway Museum.  All Welcome. 

Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30. Call Steve 
for more info on 0428 412 213. 

Merredin United in Prayer—Cornerstone 
Christian Bookshop, 7pm last Thursday of the 
Month. 

People’s Baptist Church—Kellerberrin, 10am 
Sunday Worship, Ph 0435 284 796 
Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 
during the school term at Throssell Road, 
opposite the pool.  Contact Carissa Amm on 
0433 340 441. 
Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 12 
noon, Shed Restaurant unless otherwise 
advised, contact Julie Townrow 0429 411 377 or 
email julietownrow@westnet.com.au  

Revolution Youth—Church of Christ, Throssell 
Road, Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms), 
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167. 

Senior’s Centre Craft Group—Wednesday 

mornings 9.30—11.30, bring your own crafts, 
learn a new craft or just come for a chat. 

Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday 
morning 10.00—11.30am at the Senior’s Centre.  
Free.  All welcome. 
Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00pm 
at the Senior’s Centre. Afternoon tea to follow.  
Free. 
Seventh-day Adventist Church—Kitchener Road, 
11am Saturday Family Worship, 9.30am 
Saturday Bible Study.  Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 
3056. 

St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kellerberrin—
8:00am every Sunday. Father Andrew Bowron 
Ph 9041 1118. 

St Mary’s Catholic Church, Merredin—South 
Avenue, Sundays 10.30am. Saturday evenings 
6.30pm. Father Andrew Bowron, Ph 9041  1118. 

Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the 
Merredin Library, for children up to 5 years old. 
Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their 
stories or just listen. Mondays 10.00am—
11.30am, starting with morning tea.  Senior’s 
Centre.  $1. 

Tribal Belly Dancing—Fun and fitness for all ages 
and levels of experience.  Mondays 5.30—
7.00pm.  First night is free. 110 Barrack Street. 
Contact Kirsty 9041 1041. 

Uniting Church—Fifth Street, 9am Sunday 
Service, Ph 0457 329 850. 

Kat White—Thumbs up for 
school holidays! 

Ashleigh Buchanan—Thumbs 
down to people leaving their 
rubbish around Apex Park. 
Thumbs up to the Shire 
workers who clean it readily.   

Cathy Branch-Smith—
Thumbs down to the footpath 
in Growden Street.  

Verity Hughes—Thumbs up to 
Kirsty Jarvis who offers day in 
day out fitness classes to our 
community and without whom 
I may be a couch sloth.  

Estelle Madaffari—to cash 
sponsors to St Mary’s School 
Fair.  Way to go!  Two Dogs, 
Tyreright Merredin, Melissa 
Price MP, Cliff Haines Tyres 
and More, IGA, Ag Implements 
and Great Southern Fuels. 
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By ALEX MASSEY 

The McGowan Government has 
again shown its ignorance for the 
challenges faced by regional WA 
families by slashing the Boarding 
Away from Home Allowance 
(BAHA).  

Nationals Leader Mia Davies said 
confirmation by Education Minister 
Sue Ellery that the BAHA would be 
cut by $628 over the next four years 
was a cruel blow for regional 
families.  

“The BAHA is an important subsidy 
which assists families living in 
remote areas of our State send their 
children to school,” Ms Davies said. 
“Through no fault of their own, 
parents receiving the BAHA are 
unable to send their children to 
schools nearby because there are no 
schools within hundreds of 
kilometres of their home.  

“The allowance provides financial 
relief for these families, who are 
constantly having to find extra 
money within their budgets to cover 
increasing school and boarding 
fees.”  

Ms Davies said while in government 
The Nationals increased the BAHA 

McGowan Government slashes boarding allowance for regional kids  

by $785 through Royalties for 
Regions while investing heavily in 
regional residential colleges to 
provide access to quality education 
closer to home and in an affordable 
setting.  

“The Minister for Regional 
Development must be held to 
account for the BAHA cut, given 
that the Royalties for Regions 
funding is being siphoned away,” 
Ms Davies said.  

“How does the Minister expect 

Merredin Residential College.  Boarding students will be adversely affected by the Boarding Away from Home Allowance 
(BAHA) 

regional families to remain in or 
relocate to regional Western 
Australia when she is ripping away 
Government assistance for their 
children to attend school?  

“It is a heartless cut which will be 
felt across the State.”  

The Nationals education 
spokesperson Peter Rundle said the 
budget savings from cutting the 
BAHA would not go into reducing 
State debt, rather it would fund 
Labor’s $5 billion worth of election 

promises – most of which is tied up 
in Metronet.  

“I would like to say I am surprised 
but the McGowan Government has 
repeatedly shown a level of disdain 
for regional WA families,” Mr 
Rundle said.  

“Clearly this Government places 
greater importance on building Perth 
rail projects and multi-storey car 
parks at Mandurah train station than 
ensuring our regional kids get a 
quality education.”  
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The ‘Letter to the Editor’ section of the Phoenix is a place for the community to 
express their views and opinions on issues that directly or indirectly affect any part of 
it.  We typically print every letter sent to us.  However, the Editor would like to remind 
the community that the ‘Letters to the Editor’ section is not a vehicle for people to air 
personal gripes against another person/persons. The Phoenix reserves the right to 
refuse any contribution on the basis of ethics, which includes, but is not limited to, 
personal vendettas or attacks.  Please be aware that we do not ‘fact check’ ‘Letters to 
the Editor’ and therefore cannot guarantee the contents authenticity.  

My Thoughts Letter to the Editor 
Dear Elector  

To introduce myself, my name is 
Peter Romolo Patroni known as 
Romolo (retired farmer). I have lived 
my entire life in the Eastern 
Wheatbelt. 

I am standing for election to the 
Merredin Shire as I believe that now 
that I am retired in Merredin, I have 
the time and experience to act on 
your behalf as a Councillor and make 
a contribution. 

I have had 30 years Local 
Government experience both as a 
Councillor and Shire President in the 
Shire of Yilgarn. 

My past Local Government 
involvement includes: 

 Regional Development within 
this area through Regional 
Council. 

 Wheatbelt Development 
Commission. 

 Wheatbelt North Regional Road 
Group. 

 Merredin Zone of WA Local 
Government  Association. 

 Life Member of the WA Local 
Government Association 
(WALGA). 

Outside Local Government, I have 
spent my life farming, serving on 
numerous Rural Industry 
Committees and Boards.   For over 
twenty years I represented the 
Kwinana Zone (Merredin area) of 
CBH as a Director which included 
the development stages of the 
Merredin Grain Terminal. 

Library Musings 

By WENDY PORTER 

Do you like quiz nights or just random 
facts?  How about these? All books 
available in the Merredin Regional 
Library. 

Thomas Jefferson kept sheep on the 
White House lawn.  They were vicious 
and attacked anyone who went near them 
(maybe they were a new breed of 
watchdog – you think they are fluffy 
sheep but watch out).  Or, there are more 
bacteria in your armpit than there are 
people in the world;  Lisa is Russian for 
‘fox’; and it is illegal in New York City 
to take a selfie with a tiger.  All this and 
much more in ‘1,234 Qi facts to leave 
you speechless’ compiled by John Lloyd, 
John Mitchinson and James Harkin. 

Maybe facts aren’t your thing.  Maybe 
you lean more towards sporting 
activities.  ‘So you think you’re a 
skateboarder? 45 tales from the streets 
and the skate park’ by Alex Irvine could 

be for you.  Learn about the freestyler, 
the Vert skater and the grizzled 80’s 
veteran.  How do you distinguish the 
Mosher from the Model or the Wannabe 
Gangster.  Illustrations have been added 
to the book by Paul Parker. 

Over the years recipes for diabetics have 
improved as people realise that being 
diabetic doesn’t mean never enjoying 
food again.  Try ‘Asian flavours Diabetes 
Cookbook: simple, fresh meals perfect 
for every day’ by Corinne Trang for 
some interesting ideas.  How about spicy 
brown rice congee with chicken and 
lemongrass or stir-fried glass noodles 
with beef and spinach or even 
pomegranate-ginger leg of lamb. 

Remember, members of the library also 
have free access to eBooks, eAudiobooks 
and eMagazines.   In the near future there 
will even be access to Kanopy, a video 
streaming site.    

Come in and ask for details. 

By GLORIA BANKS 

As I write these words, we are all 
bombarded with SAME SEX 
MARRIAGE on the television and 
in the newspapers.  As a Christian 
we are taught to love God and love 
our neighbor. In my opinion we 
have generally come a long way 
with accepting and loving those 
who are different, lifestyles, poor, 
rich, gay, lesbians, those with 
disabilities, religions. I prefer not to 
discuss my political persuasion with 
friends, that is a free choice and I 
want some friends in the end. 
However, I cannot remain quiet 
about changing the marriage act to 
allow Marriage between same sex 
couples. I believe that marriage is 
between a man and a woman as the 
Marriage Act states. And that 
should not be changed. Australia 
used to be declared a Christian 
country but I believe a previous 
Prime Minister changed that, which 
saddens me.  I am proud to be 
Australian with English and Welsh 
parents. I recall a woman on a 
television Show some months ago 
admitting she has a relationship 
over 27 years with a female and has 
no wish to be married. Couples who 
live together whether defacto or 
same sex have the same rights as 
married couples financially. I agree 
with Margaret Court on her 
comments, even if they mean she 

If elected I commit to communicate 
with you the residents, be 
transparent and available to all.  

Merredin is the Wheatbelt centre, 
geographically, economically and 
socially.  We can work together to 
make it better. 

With my wife Jane, we have made 
Merredin our home and wish to 
actively contribute to this 
community. I am a Justice of the 
Peace and Volunteer Ambulance 
Officer with St John. 

Your support, by way of your vote in 
the postal ballot would be 
appreciated.  

Romolo Patroni 
Merredin 

Disappointed Traveller 

Very disappointed as a visitor to 
town that the visitors centre was not 
open on the weekend. We arrived 
late on Friday and by the time we set 
up out “camp” the centre was closed.  

On Sunday I observed heaps of 
tourists in town but no visitors centre 
was open not a very welcoming sign. 
Many people would be tempted to 
keep driving. 

I would have looked into hiring a 
bike as advertised in the brochures 
had the centre been open. We were 
here for 3 days but when the centre is 
open on Monday we will be leaving 
town, would be good to go the at the 
start not the end of our stay. 

Mr & Mrs D&J Baker 
Winthrop Perth    

could lose the MARGARET 
COURT ARENA title. I am told 
twenty-seven countries have voted 
for Marriage between same sex 
couples, do we need to follow 
them? 

As a senior person, you could ask, 
"why do I care", well I care for my 
grandchildren and their future. 

A friend of mine wrote in My 
Thoughts August 18th 2017 and I 
quote 

‘I can't speak for anyone else, but I 
for one am heartily sick of hearing 
about gay marriage rights. For 
goodness sake, if that's what people 
want to do, let them do it. What 
business is it but theirs?" 

I cannot agree with that comment, it 
won't just be their business, next 
thing children could be taught in 
schools and role play that anything 
is okay. Paul Keating once advised 
the electorate in regards to an 
important election issue that "if you 
don't understand 
it, vote NO". I 
do not fully 
understand the 
consequences. 
Therefore, I say 
VOTE NO. 

Gloria Banks 
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By OIC MARK TOBIASSEN 

Hello Readers,  

I can’t believe how fast each 
fortnight comes around, and I 
certainly can’t believe it’s almost 
October already. With the weather 
warming up, we are getting into gear 
for an increase in activity around 
town. This isn’t a problem for you if 
you are acting in a responsible way 
of-course. We have had another 
couple of burglaries in the light 
industrial area at the east end of 
town, so if you see any suspicious 
activity or vehicles in that area 
please let us know. We have 
continued our focus on drugs this 
last fortnight with more search 
warrants and charges coming out of 
that action. Again, if you are aware 
of any drug activity in town please 

Police Report 
let us know directly or 
anonymously through Crime 
Stoppers on 1800 333 000. 

I would like to re-invigorate 
something called ‘Coffee with a 
Cop’, this is an opportunity for you 
to sit down with us and have a chat 
about what’s happening in your part 
of town, or simply ask us some 
advice. Please watch out for 
advertising on social media and 
posters around town for the next 
event and where you’ll find us. 

With school holidays upon us, 
please be aware of what your kids 
are up to, we don’t want to have to 
ring you with bad news. 

Have a great fortnight and I’ll drop 
you a line again next time, until 
then, be safe and enjoy school 
holidays. 

Tales of the Past 
Several years ago there was a small 
“farmlet” on a back road near a major 
highway. This property had three 
homes. One the new owners renovated 
for themselves, the second was leased to 
a tenant and the third (a small home) 
was empty. The new owner inspected 
the third house and found that it had 
been used for storing hay and bags of 
grain. It was not suitable for habitation 
and was tenanted by spiders, mice –and 
possibly RATS.  

One evening in the burning season 
when all was in order he decided to 
burn the building. Accordingly, he set it 

alight. It burned beautifully and he was 
sure that all the “nasties” would be done 
with. 

Unfortunately, some folk from interstate 
driving towards the local town saw the 
house alight. They immediately rang 
triple 0 and reported the fire. The next 
thing our new owner knew was that the 
local fire-brigade had arrived to 
extinguish the fire.  

He had some explaining to do, but was 
forgiven and everyone had a laugh at his 
expense. 

Court Report 
Allan Hayden was convicted of 
stealing, was fined $500 and ordered 
to pay costs of $325, was convicted 
of criminal damage or destruction of 
property and fined $400 and was 
convicted of threats to injure, 
endanger or harm any person, was 
fined $500 and ordered to pay costs 
of $100. 

Damen Smith was convicted of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 

20th September 2017 

on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant, was fined $300, ordered to 
pay costs of $188 and to pay an 
analyst fee of $230. 

Laura Yarran was convicted of 
assaulting a person who was 
providing a health service to the 
public and was fined $1,500, she was 
also convicted of common assault, 
was fined $1,000 and was ordered to 
pay costs of $188. 

Paid Advertisement 
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By EMMA DAVIS 

A grant from The Department of 
Local Government, Sport and 
Cultural Industries (DLGSC) will 
support the Cummins Theatre to 
continue to deliver the Cummins 
Kids program and aid in its 
expansion throughout 2018 to 
enable more wheatbelt children 
access to arts and cultural 
activities. 

Cummins Kids was started in 2015 
by the then Cummins theatre 
manager, Desiree Munroe, as a 
way of providing high quality, low 
cost arts activities including 
performances, workshops, 
incursions, and exhibitions. 
Starting with twenty two members 
between the ages of seven and 
seventeen, the program now has 
over one hundred members and 
runs programs for children between 
the ages of five and eighteen. 

"This funding will allow us to not 
only deliver this program for 
another twelve months, but it will 
also assist us to reach more 
children, provide a more diverse 
range of activities, and to undertake 
some needed consultations with the 
under eighteen age group to find 
out what they want the program to 

DLGC Funding Supports Cummins Kids Expansion 
be in the future." said current 
Cummins Theatre manager, Emma 
Davis. 

Past activities have included 
photography workshops, a silent 
film making workshop, musical 
theatre classes, ukelele workshops, 
Have Fun with Shakespeare, and 
performances including Marty's 
Party and Benjamin and Me. 

"In 2018 we want to build on the 
success of the program while still 
offering the workshops and 
performances that have proved so 
popular. We will be offering 
workshops for the under fives for 
the first time, and bringing more 
classes including a weekly drama 
program to the theatre." 

Workshops already confirmed for 
the next twelve months include the 
Join the Circus workshop, a short 
film making course, and the return 
of Christmas Wonderland. There 
will also be weekly classes in 
drama and singing, as well as a 
backstage skills workshop series. 

There is a small cost involved with 
an annual membership to be 
introduced in 2018 for a whole 
year. Membership includes a 
Cummins Kids polo shirt, 

Jacqueline Warrick teaching photography skills as part of the Cummins Kids program 

membership card, all workshop 
supplies for the year, and access to 
every Cummins Kids programmed 
event. 

The full program of events for 2018 
will be released in November and 

will be available as a printed 
booklet and on the Cummins 
Theatre website. 

For more details please visit http://
www.cumminstheatre.com.au/
cummins_kids/ 

By KATHLEEN BROWN Electorate 
Officer to Mia Davies MLA 

Local Member for Central Wheatbelt 
Hon Mia Davies MLA has called for 
entries for the 2017 Arc Infrastructure 
Wheatbelt Art Prize, an exhibition in 
the Central Wheatbelt designed to 
showcase works by artists of the 
region. 

This year the major prize has been 
sponsored by Arc Infrastructure, who 
have generously provided $5,000.00 for 
the overall winner of the competition.  

“This event continues to grow in stature 
and size, and gives our Wheatbelt 
artists the opportunity to exhibit their 
work here in the region,” Ms Davies 
said. 

The 2017 Arc Infrastructure Wheatbelt 
Art Prize is an open medium 
competition for artists aged 15 years 
and over, both amateur and 
professional, however only artists who 
reside in the Central Wheatbelt 
electorate are eligible for prizes.  

Categories introduced to the exhibition 
this year include Dry, Oil and Water 
Based Media and Mixed Media/Print 
Making/2D 3D Object Art/Textiles and 
Wearable Art. Also included is an Iron 
Man Sculpture category and 
Photography has been announced for 
the first time. 

Young artists aged from 15 years old 
are also encouraged to enter the Young 
Artist Award. 

“In past years the show has attracted a 
very high calibre of artist and works 
and I encourage our local artists to get 
involved,” Ms Davies said.  

“It provides a great forum to promote 
the talent in the region, and many of 
the works are sold on opening night or 
on subsequent days. 

“Past sponsor Collgar Wind Farm have 
this year sponsored two photography 
sections, an open themed and a Collgar 
Wind themed section which must 
depict the wind farm in Merredin,” she 
said. 

“We thank our returning sponsors 
including CBH Group and Vestas, and 
welcome new sponsors The Nationals 
WA, Perdaman Group, WA Country 
Chemist Goomalling and RSM. 

Winners of the Wheatbelt Art Prize 
from previous years include local 
artists Nellie Crees, Jo Millington and 
Anne Sutherland. 

The exhibition will award $8,700.00 in 
prize money across a number of 
categories. 

Opening night and presentation of 
awards will be held at Cummins 
Theatre on Friday 3 November 2017, 
with the exhibition running until 
Sunday 5 November. 

Entry forms are available by 
contacting the Electorate Office of Mia 
Davies MLA on 08 9041 1702 or 
email kathleen.brown@mp.wa.gov.au 

Calling all Wheatbelt Artists 

http://www.cumminstheatre.com.au/cummins_kids/
http://www.cumminstheatre.com.au/cummins_kids/
http://www.cumminstheatre.com.au/cummins_kids/
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On Tuesday 5th September we 
were lucky enough to have the 
Constable Care Show visit our 
school.  

The Pre Primary to Year 3 
students were shown an 
informative and fun puppet show 
about Protective Behaviours. They 
learnt the difference about safe 
and unsafe feelings. The Year 4 – 
6 classes watched a performance 
that looked at Resilience and 
Bullying. Students learnt 
strategies on dealing with 
playground issues.  

All students thoroughly enjoyed 
both performances. 

Constable Care 

On Wednesday 30th August, the year 
3 and 5 classes from St Mary’s had 
the opportunity to visit the newly 
painted Merredin CBH silos and meet 
with artisit Kyle Hughes-Odgers.  

We were very excited to be so close 
to these amazing paintings and ask 
Kyle some of our questions. We 
learnt that he used 200 litres of paint, 
the fingers on the people are 1-metre-
long, he has always enjoyed art 
(which he could do anywhere as his 
parents travelled around) and that he 
likes using geometric shapes in his 
artwork. We also really enjoyed 
reading four of his books before we 
visited and could see that his artwork 
has a similar theme.  

We would like to thank Kyle and 
Rhianna for answering all our 
questions and Merredin Residential 
College for the use of their bus.  

Public Silo Trail 

A fantastic day was had by all who 
attended the St Mary’s Faction Athletics 
Carnival. The weather managed to hold 
out for us and everyone tried their best 
on the day. Congratulations to all the 
participants and all the winners.  

Results are as follows: 

Marching Trophy   
Salvatorians 

Faction Shield 
3RD Salvatorians 594 

Runners Up 
St Joseph 671 

Winner 
Mackillop 690 

Junior Boys 
Runner Up 
Tyler Geier 18 

Faction Athletics Carnival 
Champion 
Sam Adamson 29 

Junior Girls 
Runner Up 
Ellie Atkinson 24 

Champion 
Lucy Newton 32 

Intermediate Boys 
Runner Up 
Austin Roberts 24 

Champion 
Vincent McCormack 34 

Intermediate Girls 
Runner Up 

Laura Atkinson & Ellie Criddle 26 

Champion  
Makayla Geier 30 

Senior Boys 
Runner Up 
Jarrah de Lacy 19 

Champion 
Digby Caughey 30 

Senior Girls 
Runner Up 
Alannah Rose Taylor 22 

Champion 
Gabrielle McCormack 27 

All dads and father figures were 
invited to school to share breakfast 
with their children, which was 
cooked and served by the staff. It 
was a wonderful start to the day and 
fantastic to see so many making the 
most of this special time. 

Father’s Day Breakfast 
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CRC COMMUNITY NEWS 

When the McGowan Government 
handed down the 2017-18 State 
Budget they announced that as part of 
the review of all Royalties for 
Regions (R4R) initiatives Community 
Resource Centres (CRCs) would see a 
38.5% cut  in allocated funding from 
the 19/20 budget onwards (dropping 
$13m per year to $8m per year).   

Prior to this drastic cut in funding, in 
April 2017 the new Minister for 
Primary Industries and Regional 
Development, Alannah MacTiernan, 
announced that there would be a full 
review of the CRC program and that 
CRC contracts would be shortened 
from 33 months to 18 months. 

Currently, the Department funds 106 
CRCs across WA.  This cut represents 
the closure of approximately 50 
CRCs.  Most of these place-based, 
mainly community run not-for-profits 
have been serving their communities 
for over 25 years and their loss would 
be deeply felt in communities that rely 
on their services and support. 

The Department’s response to “Will 
CRCs eventually be closed?  Is this 
the expected outcome of the review?” 
was “There is considerable variation 
in the level of usage and services 
offered between the 106 CRCs, as 
well a disparity in how resources are 
allocated between regions.  A review 
of the program will be undertaken to 
look at the future function and 
location of CRCs, to ensure the model 
of service delivery makes the most 
impact for people in regional 
communities and the program is 
delivering value for money.” 

With both the Premier and the 
Minister for Regional Development 
inferring that CRCs are only used for 
internet access indicates that the 
McGowan Government are not aware 
of all the essential services, facilities 
and community initiatives that CRCs 
deliver.   

At the Linkwest Conference last 
week, which was attended by 
approximately 300 representatives 
from CRCs and Neighbourhood/
Family Centres, Hon Darren West, 
MLC representing the Minister for 
Regional Development opened Day 2 
and spoke on the proposed $5m cut in 
funding in the 2019/20 forward 
estimates.  He spoke on this 
government’s priorities being health, 
employment and wellbeing and that 
there will not be any closing of CRCs 
and that the review will be open, 
transparent and will involve the 
CRCs. 

This was fantastic news to the many 
CRC representatives in the room. 

However even with Darren’s 
reassurance that the Government will 
not be closing any CRCs there is a 
need for the CRCs to demonstrate and 
raise the awareness of what CRCs do. 

CRCs are different in every 
community, as they focus on the 
needs and gaps in their community.  
For some very small communities this 
might be providing information on a 
range of government services eg 
health, whereas in larger communities 
that may have government 
departments in their town or close by, 
the CRC may focus on helping people 
gain employment, offer workshops 
and courses or act as a Centrelink 
Access Point/Agency.  All CRCs 
provide a range of social initiatives 
that improve the liveability of their 
community. 

In Merredin, our CRC provides 
government and community 
information and services, is an agent 
for a number of government 
departments and offers a range of 
workshops, training and community 
events.  We identified the need for a 
newspaper when the Wheatbelt 
Mercury closed and now produce the 
very successful regional newspaper, 

The Phoenix which is distributed to 
12 towns.   

In addition to these activities, the 
Merredin CRC ensured we consulted 
with the Merredin Shire and other 
organisations to establish what their 
focuses were and then identified any 
gaps that the CRC could look at.  This 
resulted in the Merredin CRC 
focusing on Volunteers – 
encouragement, training and 
identifying opportunities, as well as 
some community events – Australia 
Day Breakfast, Seniors Luncheon, 
Christmas Bazaar and Merredin 
Markets, as these were not being 
delivered by other organisations. 

Now is the time to ensure everyone, 
including the government is aware of 
what CRCs do and their importance 
and relevance within the community. 

The CRCs currently have postcards in 
each centre and we are encouraging 
anyone in the community who 
supports their CRC to take 5 minutes 
to drop into your local CRC and fill 
out the postcard saying things like – 

I love my CRC because……… 

My CRC helped me………….. 

I attended (………) event/workshop/
training and this provided me with 
………… 

If our CRC wasn’t here 
…………………… 

These postcards will be used to 
demonstrate the community support 
and the value of the CRCs to 
government and stakeholders, so 
please call in and write your thoughts. 

Funding for Westlink has ceased and 
the program will be decommissioned 
as at 30 September 2017. 

Westlink is the Western Australian 
Government owned and operated 
television station. 

Westlink produced both live 
broadcasts and pre-recorded 
programs, provided an innovative 
communication tool that helped 
engage rural, remote and regional 
communities. Westlink was available 
at over 100 Community Resource 
Centres, many other regional and 
remote sites and 60,000 other sites in 
Western Australia. 

Westlink 
These broadcasts have included the 
many simulcasts held at CRCs and at 
the Cummins Theatre in Merredin 
over the years.  Including 
SWITZERLAND, Opera in the Park, 
WASO Symphony in the City and 
Moliere’s TARTUFFE, to name a 
few. 

The Department of Primary Industries 
and Regional Development advised 
that the budget for Westlink was 
removed due to the need to repair the 
State’s budget.  They acknowledged 
that there is no doubt that Westlink 
will be missed by CRCs and the wider 
regional community. 

The Merredin CRC in conjunction 
with Directions Career Centre in 
Northam are looking to host some 
FREE workshops in Merredin that 
cover Resume Writing, Interview 
Skills, Cover Letters, Selection 
Criteria, Employability Skills and 
Career Pathways. 

The first workshop is Interview 
Essentials and Resumes which is 

Can’t find employment!  Don’t get an interview! 

aimed at anyone in the community 
(young and old) to gain better skills 
that may assist to gain employment. 

The workshop is on Tuesday 10th 
October at the Merredin CRC from 
1pm – 3pm. 

Please register your name with the 
CRC by phoning 90411041 or email 
merredin@crc.net.au by Tuesday 3rd 
October. CRC Staff from throughout the state meet with Mia Davies MLA in Perth City  

CRC’s seeking community support for their future 

mailto:merredin@crc.net.au
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On Friday 8 September, many prospective 
parents and other community members 
took advantage of the opportunity to 
observe ‘in action’, the secondary part of 
Merredin College. The day included visits 
to our purpose-built classrooms to see 
classes in progress as well as student work 
on display. These included the 
gymnasium, Rutherford Trade Training 
Centre, Art and Woodwork rooms, 
Science laboratories, and Mathematics and 
ICT rooms. 

Highlights of the day were the Dance and 
Drama performances coordinated by 
teachers, Miss Natalie Beale and Mr Tom 
James. Both staff and students put a great 
deal of time into preparing for the 
performances with outstanding results!   

The Student Leaders also did a 
magnificent job of assisting our visitors 
during the tour of the College. Hospitality 
students, under the supervision of Mrs 
Nicole Newton, provided all in attendance 
with a sumptuous afternoon tea.  

We acknowledge Ms Rebecca Wallace for 
her professional coordination of the Open 
Day and thank all staff for their 
contribution to its success. We also 
express our appreciation to the parents and 
wider community who attended the day to 
‘see us in action!’  

Merredin College Open Day 

In 2014 the Collgar Community Fund set 
up by Collgar Wind Farm agreed to support 
two Merredin College VET scholarships 
each school year. 

The scholarships are awarded to students 
enrolled in either the ‘trades’ at the 
Rutherford Trade Training Centre or any 
VET program offered at Merredin College 
and are for students who, in Semester 1, 
demonstrated not only the ability to do well 
academically, but also a passion for, and 
dedication to, their chosen VET program. 

Each scholarship is worth $1000 ($500 for 
each year of the two year programs). 

The $500 for the second year is dependent 
upon the student achieving satisfactory 
results in all of his/her school programs/
courses in the first year. 

Last Year’s winner, Christian Subiza 
completed Year 11 successfully and has 
been awarded the second part of his Collgar 
Wind Farm Scholarship. 

The second recipient of last year’s 
scholarship no longer attends Merredin 
College and we had permission from 
Collgar Wind Farm to award $500, the 
second half of the scholarship, to a current 
Year 12 VET student. 

The worthy winner was Kane Kahika-

N Barnes 
 
Year 6 
Champion Boy 
C Gardiner  
R/Up Champion 
Z Dancey  
Champion Girl 
C Mndbelle  
R/Up Champion Girl 
J Jaxon & C Wagas 
 
Overall Champion Boy: C 
Gardiner & M Pickett 
  
Overall Champion Girl: L 
Mongoo 
 
House Points: 
1st:  Mitchell 873 
2nd:  Kelly 840 
3rd: Law 749 
4th: Growden 709 

Year 1 
Champion Boy 
R Van Der Merwe 
  
R/Up Champion 
A Cole   
Champion Girl 
B  Wahlsten  
R/Up Champion Girl 
N Ockerby 
 
Year 2 
Champion Boy 
D Putter   
R/Up Champion 
L Mason  
Champion Girl 
A Pickett  
R/Up Champion Girl 
T Cole 
 
Year 3 
Champion Boy 
X Boehme  
R/Up Champion 

Collgar Wind Farm- VET Scholarships awarded at assembly 

Lewis. 

At the assembly on Thursday 14 September 
Mr Rennie announced the scholarship 
winners for  

2017/2018 and Mr Barry Sayers, Manager 
of the Merredin site of Collgar Wind Farm 
presented each of them with their 
scholarship certificate. 

The very worthy winners of the Collgar 
Wind Farm Vocational Education and 
Training scholarships were Nicola Beck 
and Sophie Caplan. 

We are indeed fortunate to have Collgar 
Wind Farm as a benefactor and Merredin 
College would like to acknowledge the 
continuing support from the Collgar 
Community Fund. 

 

Congratulations to our all of our Year 10s 
who competed in the State Schools 
Volleyball Cup this weekend. The boys 
won the grand-final against Trinity 
College in the grand final and the girls 
were runner-ups to St Hilda's Anglican 
Girls School. Well done to S.Alberti who 
took out Most Valuable Player for his 
division! 

This year saw the most students 
participate in the Inter House Athletics 
Carnival than in the previous 3 years. It 
is fantastic to see students passionate 
about competing for their House and 
earning vital points towards their House 
totals. The Carnival was held at the 
College and there was a wonderful 

State Schools Volleyball Cup 

Secondary Inter-house Athletics Carnival 
display of colour and costumes not only 
by the students, but teachers as well.  

Being the closest finish in years, the 
relays played a vital part of deciding final 
places for the Houses. The final results 
were as follows: 

1st: Growden - 1297 

2nd: Law – 1212 

3rd: Kelly – 1194 

4th: Mitchell – 941 

Thank you to all the parents that helped 
on the day and Qcame and supported 
their children it truly makes the day 
more enjoyable for staff and students 
when parents do support events such as 
the Athletics Carnival. All results can be 
found on the Merredin College website 
and the new Sportstrackerapp using 
your child’s login. 

Primary Inter-house Carnival Championships 
O Parker & N Shelton  
Champion Girl 
H Brown  
R/Up Champion Girl 
D Dimer 
 
Year 4 
Champion Boy 
A Gardiner  
  
R/Up Champion 
Z Jetta    
Champion Girl 
L Mongoo  
R/Up Champion Girl 
A Little 
 
Year 5 
Champion Boy 
M Pickett   
R/Up Champion 
J Major    
Champion Girl 
S Saunder  
R/Up Champion Girl 
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By EMMA DAVIS 

Imagine having access and 
connection to one of the most 
epic, true, and fascinating stories 
you will ever hear.  That was the 
reality for Ingrid Garner when she 
set out to create a one-woman 
show based on the award-winning 
'young adult' autobiography of 
her grandmother, Eleanor 
Ramrath-Garner. The result is the 
award winning Eleanor's Story: 
An American Girl in Hitler’s 
Germany set to take centre stage 
at the Cummins Theatre on 
Sunday October 15th for one 
performance only. 

"An amazing theatrical 
experience that delivers a unique 
historical perspective." - Orange 
County Register Review 

Eleanor’s Story is a one woman, 
multi-media, hour-long dramatic 
play by Garner depicting her 
grandmother, Eleanor growing up 
as an American in Nazi Germany 
during WWII. It details her youth 
struggling to maintain stability, 
hope, and identity in a world of 
terror and contrasts. Her family 
faces hunger, Gestapo threats, 
carpet bombing, the final fierce 

Award Winning Story Takes Centre Stage at Cummins 
battle for Berlin, the Russian 
invasion and the terrors of Soviet 
occupancy. 

"Garner completely embodies the 
vulnerability of the child, the 
terror of Berlin during the air 
raids, and also the joy of survival" 
- The Advertiser Review 
Adelaide. 

Ingrid condenses seven years into 
a 60 minute show, portraying her 
grandmother from ages 9-16, her 
family, neighbors, teachers, and 
others who contributed to the 
ordeals young Eleanor endured in 
war-torn Germany, as an 
American citizen. 

It is through Eleanor’s innocent 
eyes we see her confusion, shock 
and education of the realities of 
war, while trying to maintain her 
identity, dignity, and life. Vivid 
sound effects and video-screen 
projection add to the immersive 
experience, to help transport the 
audience to experience a unique 
story from World War II. 

The production is stunning and 
has already been performed 
around the world to dazzling 
praise including winning 

numerous five star reviews, the 
best theatre award at Adelaide 
Fringe, critics choice award at 
Perth Fringe, and winner of best 
of the festival at Edmonton 
Fringe. 

The play will expose audiences to 
an entirely unique story about the 
horrors of war and help them to 

understand that every casualty of 
war is a person, not a number. 

Tickets to this production are just 
$10 and available from the 
Central Wheatbelt Visitors 
Centre, Cummins Theatre box 
office, or online 
www.cumminstheatre.com.au 

Ingrid Garner and Eleanor Ramrath-Garner 
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By SHARON MCANDREW 

The Members of the Kununoppin 
& Districts Hospital Auxiliary 
Incorporated are from the four 
surrounding Shires (Mukinbudin, 
Mount Marshall, Trayning, and 
Nungarin) and we meet every 2 
months.  Since forming in 1988 we 
have raised in excess of $500,000.   

Each year we hold our Fete 
alternating between the towns of 
Bencubbin and Mukinbudin and 
for the first time this year it will be 
held in the town of Nungarin on 
Saturday 7th October from 11am 
until 4pm. 

We are extremely proud of our 
Annual Fete and are grateful for 
the overwhelming support of 
community members.  Our main 
aim is to raise funds to help 
purchase items and equipment to 
assist and make more comfortable 
our aged care, and acute patients, 
nursing and domestic staff and 
doctor. 

We encourage community 
members serviced by the hospital 
to contribute in any way they can 
by making preserves, sewing craft 
items, contributing to the pre loved 

Kununoppin & Districts  
Hospital Fete 

stall, purchasing tickets in the 
annual raffle and attending the 
fete. 

We invite outside vendors to join 
us and showcase their wares.  The 
children can be kept busy all 
afternoon with a bouncy castle, 
fairy floss, popcorn, show bags, 
face painting, slushies, Sumo 
Suits, Velcro Wall and games.  
Old Macdonald’s Travelling Farm 
Animals bring a variety of baby 
farm animals which can include 
lambs, kids, piglets, calf, guinea 
pigs, rabbits, ducklings and baby 
chicks.  The animals love all the 
attention!!  

Within the last 12 months we have 
purchased a new coffee machine, 
pigeon holes for staff mail, new 
blinds in hospital patient rooms 
and nurses’ quarters, an 
intraosseous training leg, tea room 
equipment for staff, a television 
for the patient waiting area and 
plants for the hospital gardens. 

If you would like to have a stall at 
our Fete this year please contact 
The Secretary Sharon McAndrew 
on 0428 825035 or email 
sharonraemcandrew@gmail.com. 

Merredin Community Garden 
By JENNY LYNCH 

After helping with the Busy Bee 
clean-up at the Merredin 
Community Garden (MCG) on 
Sunday September 10, Hughie and 
Catherine Fardell asked Mum, 
Deirdre, if they could go back to the 
garden on Monday after school to do 
some more work. 

On Sunday Hughie and Catherine 
planted succulents, emptied soil 
from pots and tidied up in the 
undercover area in preparation for 
next month’s Garden Party on 
Sunday October 29th between 1 and 

Hughie, Deirdre & Catherine in the garden 

4pm. 

They also happily picked ripe 
chillies to pass on to Merredin’s 
best chilli sauce maker, Sam Musca. 

Thank you Catherine and Hughie, 
we love your enthusiasm and 
willingness to help. 

Busy Bees take place at the MCG 
between 1-4pm on the first Saturday 
and third Sunday of every month. 

We welcome newcomers to stroll 
through the garden to check the 
progress or to get your hands dirty 
weeding, pruning and planting. 
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By CSIRO 

With almost two in three Australian 
adults overweight or obese, a new 
CSIRO report has analysed the five 
main diet related personality types of 
more than 90,000 Australian adults to 
gain a comprehensive picture of why 
many people find it hard to maintain a 
healthy diet. 

In what is Australia's largest-ever diet 
and personality survey, food cravings 
were found to be one of the most 
common reasons diets get derailed. 

"For anyone who has found eating to 
lose weight difficult, your personal 
Diet Type, daily habits and lifestyle 
factors could provide the answer to 
why some weight loss methods haven't 
worked for you in the past," the report's 
co-author, CSIRO Behavioural 
Scientist Dr Sinead Golley said. 

CSIRO's report focussed on the five 
most common diet personality types 
across the surveyed population, and 
looked at the major stumbling blocks 
for each personality type. 

For the second-most common 
personality type, the 'Craver', the report 
found resisting certain delicious foods 
is a significant challenge. 

"One in five Cravers have tried to lose 
weight more than 25 times and they say 
that chocolate and confectionery are the 
biggest problem foods to resist," Dr 
Golley said. 

"On the other hand, people with the 
most common diet personality type – 
known as the 'Thinker' – tend to have 
high expectations and tend to be 
perfectionists, giving up when things 
get challenging." 

Dr Golley said they also found some 
interesting food personality trends 
across generations. 

"Baby boomers and the older, silent 
generation (aged 71 years and over) 
were more likely to be Socialisers and 
Foodies – suggesting lifestyle and 
social connections influence a person's 
eating patterns at different stages of life 
– while millennials and Gen X were 
more likely to be Cravers, Thinkers and 
Freewheelers," she said. 

"We also found younger people 
commonly used fitness trackers and 
apps to lose weight, while older 
generations turned to diet books and 
support groups." 

Dr Golley said CSIRO's online Diet 
Type survey can provide behavioural 
insights to increase a person's potential 
to successfully lose weight. 

"If you're frustrated by unsuccessful 
weight loss attempts, having a better 
understanding of your personal triggers 
and diet patterns can be the crucial 
piece of the puzzle," she said. 
The five most common diet personality 
types found across the surveyed 
population, including differences in 

weight status, diet behaviour, gender 
and generation, were: 

The Thinker (37%) is the most 
common Diet Type. Predominantly 
women (86%), Thinkers tend to over-
analyse their progress and have 
unrealistic expectations. This can result 
in a sense of failure and derail a diet. 

The Craver (26%) One in four  
respondents is a Craver and finds it 
hard to resist temptation. More than 
half of all Cravers (58%) are obese. 

The Socialiser (17%) Food and 
alcohol play a big role in the 
Socialiser's active social life, so 
flexibility is key to maintaining a 
healthy diet. 

Health 

Personality Bites: Scientists find biggest diet derailers 

The Foodie (16%) Foodies are most 
likely to be a normal weight. Passionate 
about food, this type has the healthier 
diet with a high variety of vegetables in 
their diet. Alcohol makes up one-third 
of their discretionary food and 
beverage intake. 

The Freewheeler (4%)Spontaneous 
and impulsive eaters, Freewheelers 
have the poorest quality diet. With a 
higher proportion of men in this group, 
Freewheelers avoid planning meals and 
over half (55%) are obese. 

To learn more about your diet 
personality and how best to personalise 
your eating habits, visit 
www.diettypes.com.aug 

Free Meningococcal 
Vaccines for Teens 

A vaccination to protect against 
meningococcal strains A, C, W and 
Y will be offered to 15—19 year 
olds in an Australian-first, state 
wide program. 

The school based vaccination 
program for the Wheatbelt will be a 
program to provide immunisations 
in school to year 10, 11, and 12 
students.  Additional vaccinations 
will be conducted at community 
health clinics to capture 18—19 
year olds and other age-eligible 
persons not attending high school. 

Young adults who are no longer 
attending high school are 
encouraged to contact their local 

Eastern Wheatbelt Primary 
Health News 

Eastern Wheatbelt Primary Health 
Phone: 9041 0444 

Email:  
easternwheatbelt.phs@health.wa.gov.au 
Opening hours:  Monday—Friday 

8.30am—4.30pm 

child and community health clinic 
for an appointment or phone 
Primary Health. 

Mental Health Week 

Mental Health Week is an annual 
event and this year it falls on the 
7th—14th October.  The theme is:  
Connect with nature, connect with 
community and connect with self 
for mental well-being.  

We are encouraging all community 
groups to hold an event.  Please 
contact Zoe at Primary Health to see 
how we can work together on an 
event.  

https://events.csiro.au/sitecore/RedirectUrlPage.aspx?ec_contact_id=66C1A1CC1BB1E5642FD2B248A13508EC&ec_message_id=1EB636511BA74E61AFC7ACE52E6080E9&ec_url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.diettypes.com.au%2f
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By KERRY FAIRLESS 

On the weekend of the 23rd & 24th 
of September, Southern Cross held a 
Car and Bike Show at the Southern 
Cross Oval.  The event attracted all 
sorts of car & bike enthusiasts from 
vintage to modern cars, 4WD’s, 
trucks and motorcycles.  The Kids 
even had a “Pimp my Pushbike” 
competition. 

Yilgarn Motoring Enthusiasts Best 
Car in Show  – David Scuderi with a 
Holden Torana LC GTR XU1 & the 
winner of $700 

Yilgarn Motoring Enthusiasts Best 
Bike in Show – Peter Spurr with a 

Southern Cross Car & Bike Show 
Harley Davidson Street Glide 
Special & the winner of $400 

People’s Choice 1st Car – Fredo 
Pedrin with a Holden FJ Windowless 
Panel Van 

People’s Choice 2nd Car – Phill 
Rafferty with a Chevrolet Hot Rod 

People’s Choice 1st Bike – Steve 
Grimsey with a Vespa & Side Car 

People’s Choice 2nd Bike – Jason 
Newton with a Harley Davidson 
Heritage 

Pimp My Pushbike – Jayden Furnell, 
winner of a medallion and a $25 

Target Voucher 

Thank you to all our sponsors, 
without their assistance we could not 
run this event. Also to our Yilgarn 
Motoring Enthusiasts members for 
their tireless hard work in organising 
and running the event.  We would 
like to thank all of our wonderful 
volunteers for their help on the day, 
some of whom are not even members 
of our club. We are only a small club 
with 23 members, so it is a massive 
effort. The weather looked ominous 
in the early morning, but it fined up 
with only a few showers throughout 
the day. We have once again had 
some great feedback from our 
visiting car and bike enthusiasts Motorcycles.  Image courtesy of Narelle Driscoll 

Vintage cars.  Image courtesy of Narelle Driscoll 

about how much they enjoyed 
themselves and that they felt very 
welcomed by the locals.  

Groovy side-car.  Image courtesy of 
Narelle Driscoll 
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By SIMONE VOJAKOVIC 

Asbestos Diseases Society of 
Australia undertook a Walk for 
Research and Awareness, from 
Merredin to Perth on Monday 11th 
of September 2017 to Friday 15 
September 2017. 

Thank you to Merredin for the 
wonderful start to the ADSA Walk 
2017!  The ADSA Walk Team was 
ready to get on the road and 
enjoyed meeting with Cr John 
Flockart and sharing a coffee with 
the Men’s Shed volunteers before 
the official start of the ADSA Walk 
2017. 

Cr John Flockart gave a moving and 
informative speech sharing his own 
experiences with losing friends to 
asbestos disease.  He also praised 
the ADSA Walk Team for their 
courage to take on the long trek to 
Perth to fundraise for a cure for 
asbestos caused mesothelioma.  On 
sounding the official siren to start 
the ADSA Walk 2017 John then 
joined the Team for the walk out of 
town.  Thank you Cr John Flockart 
for your dedication and for an 
excellent start to the ADSA Walk 
2017. 

The ADSA Walk Team spent five 

Asbestos Diseases Society of Australia – Walk for Research Awareness 

days on the road walking through 
the most beautiful country and 
welcoming towns including Bruce 
Rock, Shackleton, Quairading, 
Beverley, York and Northam.  On 
the final leg of the ADSA Walk 
2017 from the Wellington Street 
Train Station in Perth to Parliament 
House the ADSA Walk Team were 
joined by Prof Anna Nowak and the 
NCARD Team along with family, 
friends and supporters. 

The ADSA Walk 2017 is raising 
lifesaving funds for a scholarship 
designed to train the next generation 
of researchers and clinicians 
working on a cure for 
mesothelioma, the ‘Asbestos 
Diseases Society of Australia Phd 
Scholarship in Mesothelioma’ 
supervised by Professor Anna 

The ADSA Walk Team walking out of Merredin lead by Lilly the Dachshund 

The final leg of the ADSA Walk 2017 
from the Wellington Street Train Station 

in Perth to Parliament House 

Nowak and the NCARD team at 
the University of Western 
Australia. 

The ADSA Walk Team have 
finished their part of the ADSA 
Walk 2017 by doing the many 
kilometres from Merredin to 
Perth but the ADSA Walk 2017 
is not over yet with fundraising 
continuing until 30 November 
2017.  There will be a cheque 
presentation of funds raised at 
the ADSA Christmas Picnic on 
Sunday 3 December 2017.   

If you would like to make a 
donation towards this life saving 
event please call: 1800 646 690 
or go online to 
www.asbestosdiseases.org.au 

 

 
 

SITE SUPERINTENDENT 
An exciting opportunity has arisen to lead the site management, wind farm 
performance monitoring and maintenance planning of Collgar Wind Farm 
assets and operations. This is a full-time position based in Merredin and 

reports to the Collgar Wind Farm CEO.  

Desirable attributes for the position include:  

 Technical electrical qualification. 

 Experience in a commercial company with exposure to site 
operations. 

 Experience in operations and maintenance activities. 

 The ability to effectively manage stakeholder relationships. 
 

Experience of SCADA and site communication systems, would be 

advantageous. 

The successful applicant will have strong interpersonal and communication 

skills as well as good attention to detail and an ability to meet tight deadlines. 

Collgar Wind Farm offers a challenging and enjoyable work environment, 

and an attractive remuneration package.  

Applications should be submitted via email to hr@collgar.com.au or 
posted to the HR Consultant, Level 5, 682 Murray Street, West Perth, 6005, 

WA.   All queries will be addressed via email or written correspondence.  

To see more photos of our trek 
please go the ADSA public 
facebook page just search for 
‘Asbestos Diseases Society of 
Australia Inc Facebook’.  

http://www.asbestosdiseases.org.au
mailto:hr@collgar.com.au
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By TRACY SCOTT 

Nungarin celebrates its annual 
weekend starting tonight with a 
casserole dinner at the Community 
Recreation Centre. A great chance to 
catch up with friends who return 
each year. This fundraiser is 
organised by the Nungarin Heritage 
machinery and Army Museum 
Committee and also includes a photo 
competition, organised by the 
Nungarin CRC, with prizes awarded. 

On Saturday, free buses leave the 
Nungarin Community Recreation 
Centre and  Merredin Visitor Centre 
at 4pm for the Mangowine Concert. 
This year pre-concert entertainment 
commences at 5pm with Hayden 
Sprigg and his band  “Eastern Line”. 
The main event is The Fab Four – 
The 25th Anniversary and The Beach 
Boys Tribute – Good Vibrations. 

Take away food is available and the 
bar is open for refreshments. 

Sunday is a Big Market Day, with so 
much happening this year.  Stalls for 
everyone filling the main street, hall 

NUNGARIN HARVEST FESTIVAL 
and mall. A Town Crier will be in 
attendance, keeping everyone aware 
of all the news. This month the 
sausage sizzle is a fundraiser for St 
John Ambulance. 

At 9am the Soft Serve Ice Cream & 
Doughnut Van will be officially 
opened by Nungarin’s Shire 
President Councillor Eileen 
O’Connell. The Markets has been 
working towards soft serve ice-
cream for a long time and with the 
tremendous support of the Nungarin 
Shire, this has finally happened. 

The Blessing of the Header Service 
commences at 10.30am with Valda 
Knott and Malcolm Eastwick 
conducting the service. A free 
bouncy castle and train rides for the 
children’s entertainment. Plenty of 
food and drinks available to ensure a 
good day out for all to enjoy.  

Something for everyone at the 
Nungarin Wheatbelt Markets.  A 
grand day out! 

By TRACY SCOTT 

Nungarin celebrates its annual 
weekend starting tonight with a 
casserole dinner at the 
Community Recreation Centre. A 
great chance to catch up with 
friends who return each year. 
This fundraiser is organised by 
the Nungarin Heritage Machinery 
and Army Museum Committee 
and also includes a photo 
competition, organised by the 
Nungarin CRC, with prizes 
awarded. 

On Saturday, free buses leave 
Nungarin Community Recreation 
Centre and  Merredin Visitor 
Centre  at 4pm for the 
Mangowine Concert. This year 
pre-concert entertainment 
commences at 5pm with Hayden 
Sprigg and his band  “Eastern 
Line”. The main event is The Fab 
Four – The 25th Anniversary and 
The Beach Boys Tribute – Good 
Vibrations. 

Take away food is available and 
the bar is open for refreshments. 

Sunday is a BIG Market Day, 
with so much happening this 

Nungarin Harvest Festival 

year. Stalls for everyone filling 
the main street, hall and mall. A 
Town Crier will be in 
attendance, keeping everyone 
aware of all the news. This 
month the sausage sizzle is a 
fundraiser for St John 
Ambulance. 

At 9am the Soft Serve Ice Cream 
& Doughnut Van will be 
officially opened by Nungarin’s 
Shire President Eileen 
O’Connell. The Markets has 
been working towards soft serve 
icecream for a long time and, 
with the tremendous support of 
the Nungarin Shire, this has 
finally happened. 

The Blessing of the Header 
Service commences at 10.30am 
with Valda Knott and Malcolm 
Eastwick conducting the service. 
A free bouncy castle and train 
rides for the children’s 
entertainment. Plenty of food and 
drinks available to ensure a good 
day out for all to enjoy.  

Something for everyone at the 
Nungarin Wheatbelt Markets.  A 
grand day out! 

By GRANT STAINER 

In recent years, several countries and 
companies have held public competitions 
to name various things, the most well-
known being a British research vessel.  

In these competitions, the most popular 
names have been rather ridiculous, such 
as Boaty McBoatface for a new British 
Polar Research ship last year, and in 
Sweden the naming of a new express 
train had Trainy McTrainface leading the 
poll with 49% of the vote.  

Boaty McBoatface led the public poll 
with 124,109 votes, well ahead of the 
runner-up name “Poppy Mai” which 
received 34,371 votes. Officials 
ultimately overruled the vote, and the 
ship was named the RRS Sir David 
Attenborough.  

In Sweden, the company that ran the 
public poll did end up adopting the name 
Trainy McTrainface for the new express 
train.  

Now the Victorian Government has 
asked the public to name some railway 
stations, but have explicitly stated that 
they will not accept suggestions like 
“Station McStationface”, and that people 
should take the competition seriously.  

So, this begs the question of why do 
people suggest such outlandish names? 

Officials want people to be serious, and 
follow conventional societal norms and 
practices. However, this leads to a 
significant curtailment of creativity and 

What names say about society 
playful fun.  

People who suggest and vote for such 
names are likely looking for an outlet for 
playful fun and creativity, especially as 
this is generally done online, thereby 
enabling anonymity and the freedom 
from the repercussions that flow from an 
adult making playful suggestions in a 
very socially conservative society such 
as Australia.  

Such suggestions are also a humorous 
response to all of the doom and gloom 
we routinely hear about throughout the 
world, as well as a rebellious response to 
the stifling seriousness that dominates 
many adult discussions.  

These outlandish names that are 
suggested can often be considered as a 
means of bringing people together in 
communal amusement, thereby bringing 
communities closer together.  

Aside from all these serious reasons – 
why should you need an excuse to have 
fun? One of the downsides of being an 
adult is the societal requirement 
prohibiting engagement in playful 
behaviour just for the sake of itself. Just 
think, when was the last time you saw 
someone running in public (not as part of 
formal exercise) just for the fun of 
running? 

We need more playfulness and 
unplanned fun in society. It makes a 
better community for everyone. Perhaps 
we could have an adult playground in 
Merredin! 
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By SHONA EARNEST 

The  Baha’is of the world are 
celebrating the 200th centenary of 
the birth of Baha’u’llah, prophet  
founder of the their Faith this 
October. 

Baha’u’llah was born in Tehran, 
Persia (now Iran) in 1817. Born into 
a wealthy family, he did not take up 
his father’s position at court but 
instead served the people around 
him. He was known as Father of the 
Poor. He became so very popular 
that the government of Persia, with 
the agreement of the Ottoman 
Empire, sent Him to Baghdad. 
There too he soon became very 
popular as people flocked to see 
Him and gain His advice. After His 
declaration as a Manifestation of 
God He was exiled to 
Constantinople (today Istanbul) and 
eventually to the prison city of 
Akka, Palestine where it was hoped 
He would be forgotten. But this was 
not to be as His followers now 
reside in every country in the world. 

The only Englishman who is known 
to have met Him was professor 
Edward Granville Browne of 
Cambridge University, England The 
Professor describes this meeting as 
follows:  

“… my conductor paused for a 
moment while I removed my shoes. 
Then, with a quick movement of the 
hand, he withdrew, and, as I passed, 
replaced the curtain; and I found 
myself in a large apartment, along 
the upper end of which ran a low 

divan, while on the side opposite to 
the door were placed two or three 
chairs. Though I dimly suspected 
whither I was going and whom I 
was to behold (for no distinct 
intimation had been given to me), a 
second or two elapsed ere, with a 
throb of wonder and awe, I became 
definitely conscious that the room 
was not untenanted. In the corner 
where the divan met the wall sat a 
wondrous and venerable figure, 
crowned with a felt head-dress of 
the kind called taj by dervishes (but 
of unusual height and make), round 
the base of which was wound a 
small white turban. The face of him 
on whom I gazed I can never forget, 
though I cannot describe it. Those 
piercing eyes seemed to read one’s 
very soul; power and authority sat 
on that ample brow; while the deep 
lines on the forehead and face 
implied an age which the jet-black 
hair and beard flowing down in 
indistinguishable luxuriance almost 
to the waist seemed to belie. No 
need to ask in whose presence I 
stood, as I bowed myself before one 
who is the object of a devotion and 
love which kings might envy and 
emperors sigh for in vain!    
A mild dignified voice bade me be 
seated, and then continued: — 
“Praise be to God that thou has 
attained! … Thou has come to see a 
prisoner and an exile. … We desire 
but the good of the world and 
happiness of the nations; yet they 
deem us a stirrer up of strife and 
sedition worthy of bondage and 
banishment. … That all nations 
should become one in faith and all 

men as brothers; that the bonds of 
affection and unity between the sons 
of men should be strengthened; that 
diversity of religion should cease, 
and differences of race be annulled 
— what harm is there in this? … 
Yet so it shall be; these fruitless 
strifes, these ruinous wars shall pass 
away, and the `Most Great Peace’ 
shall come. … Do not you in Europe 
need this also? Is not this that which 
Christ foretold? … Yet do we see 
your kings and rulers lavishing their 
treasures more freely on means for 
the destruction of the human race 
than on that which would conduce 
to the happiness of mankind. … 
These strifes and this bloodshed and 
discord must cease, and all men be 
as one kindred and one family. … 
Let not a man glory in this, that he 
loves his country; let him rather 
glory in this, that he loves his kind. 

200th Anniversary of the birth of Baha’u’llah Founder of the Baha’i Faith 

“ 
Such, so far as I can recall them, 
were the words which, besides many 
others, I heard from Beha. Let those 
who read them consider well with 
themselves whether such doctrines 
merit death and bonds, and whether 
the world is more likely gain or lose 
by their diffusion.” 

The Baha’i Faith reached Australia 
in 1920. Baha’is first resided in the 
Wheatbelt of WA in the 1970’s, . 
They now reside in little towns 
scattered throughout the Wheatbelt. 
An interesting story of one of these 
Baha’is is that of Robabeh 
Vatanparast  

If you meet any Baha’is in the 
Wheatbelt this October, smile and 
wish them well on this auspicious 
occasion. 

Baha’i Gardens, Baha’i World Centre, Haifa, Israel  

How the Central Wheatbelt has been Impacted by the 2017—
2018 State Budget 

By MIA DAVIES MLA 

Handing down its first Budget, the 
McGowan Government has 
confirmed Royalties for Regions 
will be raided to help pay for $5 
billion worth of election 
commitments. The pause button 
has been pressed, and the funding 
that has transformed our regional 
communities, upgrading 
infrastructure and supporting 
services and projects across the 
State will grind to a halt. 

Labor came to Government with 
no financial plan. Metronet, a new 
marina in Ocean Reef and city 
cycle paths have been revealed as 
Government priorities. A stark 
contrast to aged care housing, 
airport upgrades to support tourism 
expansion, innovative water 
projects and many other initiatives 
started by The Nationals in 
Government, which are now in 

limbo. 

There is an alternative. The 
Nationals’ proposal to negotiate 
with the two big miners to make 
sure everyone pays their fair share 
is still on the table. Unfortunately, 
Labor has chosen to force mums 
and dads, pensioners and small 
business to do the heavy lifting. 

Our team is still fighting for 
regional communities across this 
State. We may be in Opposition, 
but we’ll be working hard to make 
sure the issues that are important to 
you are front and centre. We won’t 
allow the McGowan Government 
to forget the people who generate 
the wealth of this State. 

We’ve included a snapshot of the 
good and bad news for you: 
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By BEN DAVIS 

After performing for five years 
throughout Perth, including a 
successful season at Fringe World 
Festival, bug-obsessed kids show 
Squisher & Squasher: The Great Bug 
Hunt is set to land in the Merredin 
Community Garden on Tuesday 
October 10th for two shows only! 

Written by butterfly loving Merredin 
local Emma Davis and produced by 
her caterpillar afficionado husband 
Ben Davis this production has been 
charming kids from Bunbury to 
Geraldton and now it is time to bring 
it to Merredin. 

"I am so delighted that we are finally 
able to bring this show to Merredin! 
I wrote this show such a long time 
ago and it is just a delight for young 
kids. The music, the jokes, the 
dancing, it is all just perfect for the 
little ones and to perform it in the 
surrounds of the Merredin 
Community Garden will be 
incredible!" 

Squisher and Squasher: The Great 
Bug Hunt tells the story of two very 
inquisitive and excitable gardeners 
who learn there’s a lot more to their 
favourite garden than flowers and 
trees. Along the way they discover a 
whole world of beautiful and 
interesting little creatures called 
bugs. 

Merredin Local Bugs Regional Kids 
Squisher and Squasher: The Great 
Bug Hunt will bring a show jam-
packed to Merredin with singing, 
dancing and family-friendly fun that 
it will have children on their feet, 
laughing and bug-obsessed too.  

"I originally wrote the show for my 
nephew who was very much into 
bugs. Since then we've discovered 
that there are quite a few bug lovers 
in this world as the show has grown 
in popularity over the years." said 
Emma Davis. 

The show is presented by Country 
Arts WA, peak organisation for WA 
regional arts, who coordinates 
several shows through its Presenting 
Program in regional communities 
throughout the state.  

“Country Arts WA’s Presenting 
Program helps build the creative 
capacity in local towns to ensure 
high quality shows are available to 
everyone,” said Country Arts WA’s 
Executive Director, Paul MacPhail. 

“Imaginative shows like Squisher & 
Squasher: The Great Bug Hunt is a 
great way to inspire young children 
and their families to engage with the 
arts and their community in exciting 
ways. As more people become 
involved in regional arts, like 
Squisher & Squasher: The Great Bug 
Hunt, it helps to ensure regional 
communities are creative, vibrant 

places to live,” said Mr MacPhail. 

Emma agrees, “The message of the 
show is simple, it’s all about getting 
outside and having fun in nature. It’s 
been a dream of ours to bring this 
show to country audiences.”  

“We are looking forward to showing 
kids how much fun they can have 
moving their bodies, singing silly 
songs, and getting back to nature. It’s 
a fun show to perform and we really 

hope that children and their parents 
enjoy it too” said Ms Davis. 

The show begins in Broome on 5 
October, before heading to Port 
Hedland, Merredin, Moora, 
Kalgoorlie and ending in Esperance 
on 17 October. 

For more information on  Squisher & 

Squasher: The Great Bug Hunt, visit 

www.cumminstheatre.com.au/

events/ 

Squisher & Squasher performers 
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Canola Variety Guide aids selection 

By JODIE THOMSON 

Canola growers planning next year’s 
crop now have access to the latest trial 
data and information to assist variety 
selection. 

The 2018 Canola Variety Guide for 
Western Australia was prepared by the 
Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development and is based on 
variety performance in the Grains 
Research and Development 
Corporation’s (GRDC) National Variety 
Trials (NVT). 

Department development officer Jackie 
Bucat said the updated guide included 
details about seven new varieties. 

“The guide features details about the 
new Triazine Tolerant (TT) varieties, 
Hyola® 350TT, SF Ignite TT and DG 
670TT,” Ms Bucat said. 

“It also provides an overview of the new 
Roundup Ready® (RR) varieties, 
Invigor, R 3520, Pioneer 44Y27, DG 
408RR and Hyola® 506RR. 

The report consolidates results from 207 
Western Australian NVT results 
acquired over the past five years, as well 
as data from 751 NVTs from around 
Australia over the same period. 

“The NVTs are divided into early season 
trials for shorter season environments, 
which may suit early maturing varieties 
in northern and eastern areas and mid 
season trials sown in longer 
environments that suit mid maturing 

varieties,” Ms Bucat said. 

“This makes it possible for canola 
growers to compare the performance of 
varieties suited to their location.” 

The guide also outlines each variety’s 
pest and disease tolerance rating, as well 
as an update on variety blackleg 
resistance. 

In 2016, TT varieties accounted for 74 
per cent of all canola sown in WA, while 
RR varieties contracted slightly to 23 per 
cent of the canola area. 

Ms Bucat said open pollinated TT 
varieties continued to be the most 
popular, comprising 71 per cent of 
canola plantings in 2016. 

“ART Bonito continues to be the most 
widely sown canola variety, comprising 
38 per cent in 2016, followed by ART 
Stingray with 17 per cent,” she said. 

“Hybrid TT varieties accounted for 2.5 
per cent of 2016 canola plantings, with 
Hyola® 559TT the most popular hybrid 
TT variety. 

“RR varieties comprised 23 per cent of 
2016 canola plantings, with Hyola® 
404RR making up 8.6 per cent and 
Pioneer 43Y23 6.8 per cent of the total 
area sown to canola.” 

The 2018 Canola Variety Guide for 
Western Australia is available for free. A 
hard copy will be mailed out to 
subscribers to the GRDC’s GroundCover 
magazine. 



22               THE PHOENIX Friday, September 29th, 2017 

 



THE PHOENIX  Friday, September 29th, 2017              23  

 



24               THE PHOENIX Friday, September 29th, 2017 

 

PHOTOCOPIERS COMMERCIAL 

CARPENTER 

PEST CONTROL PLUMBER 

GLASS SERVICES 

CABINET MAKING 

EARTH MOVING 

BEAUTICIAN  

COMPUTER TECH SUPPORT 

See your trades 
here today 

Only 
$22 

YOUR TRADE 
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Thank You 

CLASSIFIEDS 
In Memorium 

Position Vacant 

Wanted 

Savings Plus Chemist Merredin.  Full Time 
Pharmacy Traineeship available: Certificate 3 in 
Pharmacy Assistant.  2 x Casual Juniors positions (14-16 
y/o) available. Please see Amy at pharmacy for more 
details. 

Public Notices 

Nukarni Football Club Inc. are calling for  League 
and Reserves Coaches for 2018 season. Please contact 
club President – Jayden Crook on 0488 093 650 by 30th 
November 2017. 

Merredin & Districts Agricultural Society Inc will 
hold a special general meeting on 10th October at 6pm 
110 Barrack Street Merredin to adopt the revised 
constitution.  

Re House/Ford Thank you to everyone for  such 
nourishing—Bill Richardson  

 
 

 
 
 

BUSH FIRES ACT 1954 
Shire of Merredin 

Appointments 
 

It is hereby notified that the following persons are 
appointed as Shire of Merredin Bush Fire Control 
Officers under the Bush Fires Act 1954, Part IV 
Division 1 Section 38. 
 

 Chief Bush Fire Control Officer—Stephen Crook 
(Shire of Merredin) 

 Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer—John 
Flockart (Shire of Merredin) 

 

Bush Fire Control Officers— 

 Neil Smith (Nukarni/Nokanning Bush Fire Brigade) 

 Michael Caughey (Nurkani/Nokanning Bush Fire 
Brigade) 

 Joseph Alvaro (Nukarni/Nokanning Bush Fire 
Brigade) 

 John Goodier (Korbelka Bush Fire Brigade) 

 Chris Hooper (Korbelka Bush Fire Brigade) 

 Cam Gethin (Hines Hill Bush Fire Brigade) 

 Colin Miller (Hines Hill Bush Fire Brigade) 

 Chris Barnett (Burracoppin Bush Fire Brigade) 

 Stephen Higgins (Collgar Bush Fire Brigade) 

 Glen Crees (Collgar Bush Fire Brigade) 

 David Beck (South Burracoppin Bush Fire Brigade) 

 Neil Edgecombe (South Burracoppin Bush Fire 
Brigade) 

 Darren Major (Muntadgin Bush Fire Brigade) 

 Paul Wanless (Muntadgin Bush Fire Brigade) 

 Kim Friis (Merredin Area, Shire of Merredin) 
 

As Fire Weather Officers pursuant to Part IV Division 1 
Section 38(8)— 

 North East—Chris Barnett 

 South East—Neil Edgecombe 

 North—Neil Smith 

 South West—Chris Hooper 

 Central—Stephen Crook 

 South—Paul Wanless 

 West—Cam Gethin 
 

The Shire of Merredin appoints the following Bush Fire 
Control Officers as Dual Fire Control Officers pursuant 
to Part IV Division 1 Section 40 of the Bush Fires Act 
1954— 
 

 Cam Gethin (Shire of Merredin/Shire of Kellerberrin) 

 Colin Miller (Shire of Merredin/Shire of Kellerberrin) 

 Michael Caughey (Shire of Merredin/Shire of 
Nungarin) 

 Neil Smith (Shire of Merredin/Shire of Nungarin) 
 

All previous appointments are cancelled. 
 

G. Powell 
Chief Executive Officer 

Merredin Golf Club AGM Wednesday 18 October 
2017 at Merredin Recreation and Leisure Centre. All 
welcome.  

G.R. Banks (Joe) one year  on 25th, almost 81yrs. 
Miss you heaps, thanks for the treasured memories to 
keep us strong. Darling husband of Gloria, devoted 
father of Doug (dec), Vicki and Debbie.  

PISCES 
You will be overwhelmed by the strange events in 
October 2017. Be happy they will be positive for 
you in the end. Career is subject to important 
changes. Finances are wonderful, but more effort 
has to be put in. Diplomacy is necessary to 
maintain good social relations.  

ARIES 
Independence and enterprise will not work for you 
in October 2017. Instead go for compromise and 
cooperation. Professional growth is superb. 
Financial prospects are wonderful. Jupiter will 
help you to get married if you are a single. Be 
careful about your health.  

TAURUS 
Your spiritual beliefs and guides will change in 
October 2017. Jupiter and Neptune are favourable 
for your career. Finances are wonderful while love 
Relationships are complicated and pregnancy will 
need to be planned.  

GEMINI 
Mercury will make Gemini people more spiritual 
in October 2017. If you are unemployed, you will 
get a good job. The Solar eclipse will affect your 
love life adversely. Moon will make your financial 
journey erratic. Health will be good. 

CANCER 
October 2017 will be a tough month for Cancer 
individuals. The Cancer personality will undergo a 
major transformation due to the Lunar eclipse. 
You may change over to a new job. Finances and 
relationships are stressful. Health is below par.  

LEO 
Mars will make professional life hectic for Leo’s 
in October 2017. Your spiritual beliefs will 
undergo a major shift. Money will be spent on 
charities. Singles will form many love 
relationships for fun. Health will be stressful.  

VIRGO 
Jupiter will help Virgo people to expand their 
intellectual base through studies and travel in 
October 2017. Career targets are completed 
successfully. The eclipses will force you to change 
your financial plans. Love is not serious but will 
be more enjoyable.  

LIBRA 
Venus will impact the Libra career and health in 
October 2017. Professional growth depends on 
persistence. Jupiter will enhance your wealth. 
Divorces and marriages are possible due to the 
Lunar eclipse. Health can be improved with more 
relaxation.  

SCORPIO 
will look for new spiritual beliefs in October 2017. 
You are free to do whatever you want in life. 
Jupiter will help you to change your job with better 
prospects. You will spend on buying luxurious 
items. You will be charming and lovable. Health 
management is in for a radical change.   

SAGITARIUS 
Friendships will be on the radar this month for 
the Sagittarius and strong ones will survive. 
Finances are tough and highly erratic. Love 
relationships are highly confusing. Only positive 
thing is health which will be wonderful.   

CAPRICORN 
Capricorn people should avoid risks in October 
2017. Jupiter will help your career ambitions. 
While Jupiter is helping your finances, Uranus is 
trying to slow down your prosperity. Love 
relationships are more for entertainment.  

AQUARIUS 
Career goals will dominate over domestic issues 
for Aquarius people in October 2017. Uranus will 
alter your spiritual faculties. Jupiter will make 
your professional growth exceptional. Financial 
management will be challenging. Family 
environment will undergo significant changes.  

Merrittville Retirement Village Inc Annual General 
Meeting will be held on Monday 16th October  2017, 
at Merrittville Hall commencing at 5.00pm.  Order of 
Business: Minutes, President’s Report, Treasurer’s 
Report, Auditor’s Report, Election of Office Bearers, 
Close.  Merrittville Residents Meeting commences at 
4.30pm.  All welcome. 

Public Notices 

Lost & Found 
Lost One Pendant  made of opals & old gold r ing.  If 
found please return to Merredin CRC or call 9045 4378. 

https://www.sunsigns.org/leo-zodiac-sign/
https://www.sunsigns.org/leo-zodiac-sign/
https://www.sunsigns.org/capricorn-zodiac-sign/
https://www.sunsigns.org/aquarius-zodiac-sign/
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Science 

By GRANT STAINER 

Rocks/stones was the theme for the 
September meeting of the Merredin 
Camera Club, and the photos showed 
quite a variety of ways of 
demonstrating the beauty of rocks and 
stones.  

Ten photos filled the theme section 
this month, and another 13 photos 
filled the open section. This month the 
judge was Chris De Blank, who is an 
experienced Perth-based judge.  

In the theme section, Ms De Blank 
awarded silver to Grant Stainer’s 
“Agatian Glow” and bronze to his 
“Granite Path”. No gold was awarded 
in the theme section.  

In the open section, Ms De Blank 
awarded silver to Poppy Atheis’ “In 
full flight” and Kate Caughey’s 
“Sunset Rain”. Bronze went to Caryn 
Adamson’s “Island Getaway” and 
“Spring”, Sally Robson-Thomas’ 
“Savannah Sunrise”, Grant Stainer’s 
“Merredin Peak”, and Margret 
Schell’s “On the new turf”. No gold 
was awarded in the open section.  

Rock hard month at Camera Club 
Ms De Blank highlighted that the 
theme photos needed to more strictly 
meet the theme’s definition, avoiding 
other aspects that distract from the 
main subject.  

She also mentioned that images 
needed to clearly tell a story, and 
make the viewer want to keep coming 
back to them.  

Club members voted somewhat 
differently to Chris De Blank. In the 
theme section, equal first place went to 
Karen Slater’s “Tiny cairn to show the 
way” and Kate Caughey’s “Rocky 
Beach”. Second place to went to Grant 
Stainer’s “Agatian Glow”. Equal third 
place went to Caryn Adamson’s 
“Railway Stones” and “One Rock”, 
and Sally Robson-Thomas’ “Seven 
Miles Rocks”.  

In the open section, club members 
awarded first place to Kate Caughey’s 
“Sunset Rain”, second place to Caryn 
Adamson’s “Spring”, and third place 
to Sally Robson-Thomas’ “Savannah 
Sunrise”.  

The Merredin Camera Club holds it’s 
enjoyable and relaxing meetings at the 

Karen Slater’s  ‘Tiny cairn to show the way’ 

Kate Caughey’s ‘Rocky Beach’ 

Caryn Adamson’s ‘Spring’ 

Merredin Playgroup building on 
Throssell Road.  

The next meeting will be on the 11 
October, where the theme will be 
“after dark”. So if you see 
photographers out and about at night, 
don’t be alarmed!  

By GRANT STAINER 

We all know hydrogen burns well – 
just think of the Hindenburg disaster 
in 1937. However, it is this capacity 
to burn well, producing only water as 
a by-product, that means hydrogen 
has definite potential as an energy 
source.  

Hydrogen is already used as an 
energy source, but currently only in 
niche areas. If hydrogen becomes 
more widely used, especially in 
transport, then there will be a 
significant reduction in pollution, 
which will also have major climate 
benefits.  

Hydrogen holds first place on the 
periodic table, consisting of one 
proton surrounded by one electron. It 

Hydrogen production 
is energy-dense (142 MJ/kg), burns 
cleanly (2H2 + O2 à 2H2O), and is cost 
competitive with fossil fuels.  

Despite all these benefits, there are a 
few tricky issues. Being such a small 
molecule, it can escape through many 
structures that are designed to contain 
it. Also, whilst abundant, it is not 
freely abundant, because it is locked 
up in compounds such as water or 
methane.  

To get pure hydrogen, you can use 
electrolysis to split water (very energy 
intensive, producing pure hydrogen 
and pure oxygen), or heat natural gas 
with steam (to break the molecular 
bonds) which produces lots of 
unwanted CO2.  

However, a new method of producing 

hydrogen has been proposed by a 
German team of scientists, which 
directly cracks methane to produce 
hydrogen and atomic carbon (soot). 
Previous attempts at cracking methane 
(CH4) have failed due to the soot 
fouling the catalyst that is used to 
reduce the reaction temperature 
required.  

The new method involves a tall 
cylinder filled with molten tin metal at 
around 1000-1200oC. The methane is 
bubbled into the cylinder from the 
bottom, and as it passes through the 
molten tin, is cracked into its 
constituent elements, being carbon and 
hydrogen. The hydrogen can be 
collected as it leaves the top of the 
cylinder as a gas, and the carbon floats 
to the surface of the tin where it can be 

scraped off.  

To increase portability and improve 
handling, the hydrogen could then be 
converted into a liquid such as 
methanol, which can easily be used 
in vehicles.  

The hydrogen produced could also be 
used in the Haber-Bosch process that 
is used to produce most of the 
ammonium fertiliser for agriculture.  

Whilst there are still various details 
to iron out, this new process has great 
potential to contribute to a cleaner 
future.  

For more information, check out 
New Scientist magazine (8 October 
2016, pages 28-31).  

The Merredin Camera Club welcomes 
new members. For more information 
about the Merredin Camera Club, 
please email Daina Sutherland at 
dainasutherland@bigpond.com 
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Golf 

Tennis 

By ALYCE ROGERSON 

The 2017/18 tennis season is fast 
approaching, the Railways Tennis Club 
committee have been in full swing 
planning for the upcoming season after 
recently achieving a 10-year lease to 
continue occupying the current 
facilities on Kitchener Road.  

If you are interested in playing tennis 
in a fun, friendly and welcoming 
atmosphere please join us. The official 
opening day for the season will be held 
on the 8th October starting at 2pm.  

The season will begin with social 
tennis and afternoon tea. Social tennis 
will then alternate between Friday 
nights and Sunday afternoons. Our 

Railways Tennis Club receives 10 year lease  
Junior coordinator, Tracy Berryman 
offers some fantastic events for Junior 
players to participate in.  Gwen and 
Dianne are also offering Wednesday 
morning tennis, if you would like more 
information on this please contact 
Gwen on 0429 222 050.  

If you are interested in any events or 
becoming a member, you can access 
club information and dates of 
upcoming events on our Facebook 
page ‘railways tennis group’ or contact 
the President Kim Lane on 0428 412 
898.  

We look forward to the 2017/2018 
season and hope to see new and 
returning members at the club.  

By TREVOR WATERHOUSE 

The Eastern Districts Golf 
Association Tom Hunter Shield was 
won by Brian Thomson from the 
Nokanning Golf Club. 

Because Brian won the Tom Hunter 
Shield, the pennant final was held at 
the Nokanning Golf Club on Saturday 
the 16th of September. The final was 
contested between the Nokanning and 
Merredin Golf Clubs.  The 
Nokanning Golf Club won the final 
by winning 2 matches to nil.  Brian 
Thomson defeated Justin Watts 4 up 
with 3 holes to play and Brian 
Waterhouse defeated Albie Koper 4 
up with 2 holes to play. 

The Merredin Golf Club’s closing 
day for the Hutton and Northey 
Trophy was played on Saturday the 
23rd of September. The competition 
was a Russian Stableford with hidden 
partners. 

The winners of the day were Adrian 
Irving and Lionel Price with a total 
score of 92 points and the runners up 
with 83 points were Trevor 
Thompson and Craig Lane. 

The novelties for the  day were 
nearest the pin on hole number 2 

Merredin Golf Club 
Lionel Price, nearest the pin on hole 
number 8 Albie Koper,  nearest 
second shot on hole number 13 
Trevor Waterhouse and nearest the 
pin on hole number 17 Darwin 
Marsh.  

Good individual scores for the day 
were Lionel Price with 43 points, 
John Goodier with 42 points and Jim 
Campbell with 40 points. 

The A Grade (handicap 0-16) eclectic 
winner was Justin Watts with 53 and 
the B Grade (handicap 17-36) eclectic 
winner was Craig Lane with 58. 

The Men’s Club Champions were 
announced and the gross champion 
was Rob Gearing and the runner up 
was Glen Crees. The Nett champion 
was Albie Koper and the runner up 
was Adrian Irving. 

The foursomes Gross champions 
were Glen Crees and Trevor 
Thompson and the Nett foursomes 
champions were Lionel Price and 
Darren O’Neill. 

The presentations to the Club 
Champions were made at a wind up 
dinner held on Wednesday the 27th of 
September. 

By Pr MALCOLM & ANASTASIA 
EASTWICK 

Over the Queen’s Birthday long weekend 
(22-25th September 2017) Pr. Malcolm 
Eastwick (local Seventh-day Adventist 
Church Pastor) and his oldest daughter 
Anastasia had the privilege of gathering 
with about 200 people from far and near 
for the annual Country Gospel Music 
Festival held at Karalundi College 55Km 
north of Meekatharra.  

It was a fantastic event and featured 
professional world class guest musicians 
Josh and Jackie Cunningham.  Josh is an 
award winning guitarist, vocalist and 
songwriter and a member of the 
Australian folk root band The Waifs. He 
has won several ARIA awards and has 
platinum-selling albums. Jackie his lovely 
wife is an amazing pianist, songwriter, 
teaches music and has several albums of 
her own.   

They are such a lovely couple. We found 
them very friendly, easy to talk to, 
humble, and they were very affirming and 
encouraging of the many other gifted 
local indigenous artists as well as others 
from various cultural backgrounds such as 
Fijian, Tongan, Filipino, Caucasian and 
more who also shared their musical 
talents.  

There were guest speakers, lots of music, 
good food and fellowship and included 
programs for all ages as well as two 
Musical Variety Concerts on Saturday and 
Sunday evenings.  

Karalundi Country Gospel 
Festival 2017 

Karalundi is an Aboriginal boarding 
school run by the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church that a number of our local folk 
such as Shire Councillor Mal Willis & 
family, Esther Robartson and others have 
served in over the years. Sadly it has been 
closed down for the time being but is 
going through the process of being 
reopened hopefully in the near future. 
Despite the school not running, with the 
help of ATSIM (Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Ministries), Mamarapha 
College (a tertiary Christian Bible 
College) and the numerous volunteers, 
we set up camp and enjoyed the 
Karalundi Country Gospel Music 
Festival. 

The theme of the festival was The Holy 
Spirit and we were blessed with Josh and 
Jackie Cunningham’s music ministry as 
they led out with songs of worship. We 
heard life stories from the Mamarapha 
students, stories about how their lives had 
turned from a cold dark place where the 
only way they could escape was through 
drinking and taking drugs until they met 
God and now they live happy fulfilling 
lives sharing the love of Jesus to others.  

There were many children at the festival 
and they had their own activities from 
arts and craft, to worship programs and 
go karting. The Karalundi Country 
Gospel Festival was a wonderful 
weekend that has been held annually for 
over 16 years. For anyone interested in 
heading north in 2018 it is well worth the 
drive. 
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By KIP STAPELY 

Nukarni windup was held a few 
weeks ago.  It was a good night with 
a big crowd of members, players, life 
members, sponsors  and supporters. 
We had a big year and was so close 
at end but went down by 2 points in 
the grand final four weeks ago 
against Bruce Rock. 

Thank you to all our awards 
sponsors. 

Nukarni’s season ends on a high note 
Awards are as follows: 

Reserves  

Fairest and Best - Matt Harrod 

Runner Up - Kris Hayden 

Most Consistent - Steve Carr 

Best Position Player - Eric Enright 

Best Team Man- Mitch Rossiter 

Coach's Trophy - Joel Kretschmer 

Best Player in Finals - Kris Hayden 

League 

Fairest and Best - Daniel Giles 

Runner up - Michael Davis 

Most Consistent - Sam Hooper 

Best Position Player - Cam Jolly 

David Haines receiving Life membership 
of Nukarni Football Club from Warren 

Crook  

Chris (Paddy) Hooper receiving Life 
Membership of Nukarni Football Club 

from Andrew Crook 

Matt Harrod receiving Fairest and Best 
for Reserves for 2017 

Daniel Giles receiving Fairest and Best 
for League for 2017 

Nukarni windup 

Best Utility Player - Callan Crook 

Best First Year Player - Cameron 
Smith 

Best Team Man - Logan Gilbert 

Coach's Trophy - Jackson Schuts 

So that’s it for another year.  We 
would like to thank all our sponsors, 
supporters and members for coming 
out to every game and supporting our 
Nukarni boys.  Thanks everyone. 


