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By JOANNE VAN UDEN 

On the weekend of September 2nd 
2017 we hosted our first ever horse 
endurance ride from our property in 
Merredin. We have been members 
of the Western Australian 
Endurance Riderôs Association for 
nearly 7 years. We have travelled as 
far north as Mt Magnet and as far 
south as Margaret River to ride 
distances ranging from 20km to 
160km. 

After purchasing our property we 
knew we would host a ride once we 
had some infrastructure in place to 
accommodate the riders and horses. 
We wanted our club members to 
experience the pleasure we get when 
riding around the large open spaces. 

We had 50 riders and horses attend 
the ride along with their ñstrappersò. 
Most riders arrived on the Friday to 
stay the night so they could attend 
the pre ride briefings and to get a 
rundown of the course they would 
be following, which consisted of 
following numbers, arrows and tape. 
Actual riding started at 7am with the 
80km riders heading off first, then 

First Merredin Horse Endurance Ride a success for all 

every half an hour to an hour the 
60km, 40km, 20km and 10km riders 
departed.  Checkpoints are placed 
every 10km offering horses and 
riders water and food.  The time it 
took to complete an 80km ride 
varied from 4.5 hours to 7.5 hours. 
We thank Robyn and Bill Lee, 
Shane and Cindy Jolly and Cliff 
Hannibal for graciously allowing us 
to ride on their properties. 

Our family and friends put their 
hands up to volunteer for the 

.ŜŎ wŀŘƴȅ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜ 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 

wƛŎŎƛ !ŘƭŀƳ ŀƴŘ wƻƴŀ DǊŀƴǘ   

/ŀǎǎƛŜ ŀƴŘ [ƛȊ aǳƭŎŀƘȅ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜ /ƻǳǊǎŜ нлмт  

weekend, without them the ride 
wouldnôt have proceeded and 
wouldnôt have run so smoothly. We 
were able to offer a lamb and pork 
spit roast for all our riders and 
volunteers courtesy of Bill and 
Robyn Lee. Nearly all of our prizes 
were generously donated by 

sponsors. Check out our Facebook 
page Merredin Endurance Ride for 
our sponsors list. 

Overall it was a great weekend and 
we look forward to hosting the ride 
again in August 2018. 

5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǾŀƭǳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ /w/Κ  bƻǿ 
ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ǿƘȅΦ  5ǊƻǇ ƛƴǘƻ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ /w/ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  {ŜŜ ǇŀƎŜ ф 

ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻΦ 
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9ǾŜǊȅ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ϧ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 

¢ŀƳƳƛƴ aŀǊƪŜǘǎτtǳƳŀ wƻŀŘƘƻǳǎŜΣ ¢ŀƳƳƛƴτ
фŀƳτмǇƳτ/ŀƭƭ DƭŜƴƛŎŜ ƻƴ лпну отм ннмΦ 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ нсǘƘτнфǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 
/ƛǊŎǳǎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘǎΣ /ǳƳƳƛƴǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ 
aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴΦ  CƛƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ŀǘ 
ǿǿǿΦŎǳƳƳƛƴǎǘƘŜŀǘǊŜΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ 

CǊƛŘŀȅ нфǘƘ {ŜǇǘτ{ǳƴŘŀȅ мǎǘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 
bǳƴƎŀǊƛƴ IŀǊǾŜǎǘ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ олǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 

aŀƴƎƻǿƛƴŜ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘΣ aŀƴƎƻǿƛƴŜ IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘΣ 
Ŏŀƭƭ флпс рплл ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻΦ 
Cƻƻǘȅ DǊŀƴŘ Cƛƴŀƭ tŀǊǘȅΣ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ wŜŎ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ 
[ƛǾŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŦǊƻƳ пǇƳΦ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ  мǎǘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 
bǳƴƎŀǊƛƴ aŀǊƪŜǘǎΣ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ !ǾŜƴǳŜ bǳƴƎŀǊƛƴΦ 
tƘƻƴŜ флпс рмтп ŦƻǊ ōƻƻƪƛƴƎǎ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ тǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 
YǳƴǳƴƻǇǇƛƴ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ CŜǘŜΣ bǳƴƎŀǊƛƴ wŜŎ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ 
ммŀƳΦ 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ млǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 

млул !ŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǝƻƴ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΣ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /w/τ
мнΥолǇƳτпΥолǇƳΦ /ŀƭƭ лпуу птм тнт ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 
LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ 9ǎǎŜƴǝŀƭǎ ϧ wŜǎǳƳŜ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΣ 
aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /w/τмΦллǇƳτоΦллǇƳΦ  /ŀƭƭ флпм 
млпм ǘƻ ōƻƻƪΦ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ мрǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 
9ƭŜŀƴƻǊΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅΣ /ǳƳƳƛƴǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴτ
рǇƳΦ  .ƻƻƪ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ 

RFC NFMCLGV 
tǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŦƻǊǘƴƛƎƘǘƭȅ  

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 
ммл .ŀǊǊŀŎƪ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ  aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ                
tƘΥ флпм млпм  CŀȄΥ флпм млпн 

5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ  
ό! ²99Y .9Chw9 L{{¦9 5!¢9ύ 
!ǊǝŎƭŜǎΥ  рǇƳ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 

!ŘǾŜǊǘǎΥ .ƻƻƪƛƴƎ рǇƳ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 
/ƻǇȅ ŬƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ммŀƳ CǊƛŘŀȅ    
/ƭŀǎǎƛŬŜŘǎΥ млŀƳ aƻƴŘŀȅ 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘǎΥ    
/ƻƴǘŜƴǘκǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴτYƛǊǎǘȅ wƻŎƘŦƻǊŘ 

флпм млпм 
ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴϪƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎǊŎΦŎƻƳ 
/ƻƴǘŜƴǘτ5ŜōōƛŜ aƻǊǊƛǎ флпм млпм  

ƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴϪŎǊŎΦƴŜǘΦŀǳ 
!ŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎτaƻǊƎŀƴƴ ¢ǊŀƴǘŜǊ 
ƳŀǊƪŜǝƴƎϪƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎǊŎΦŎƻƳ 

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9Řƛǝƻƴǎ 
моǘƘ ϧ нтǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 
млǘƘ ϧ нпǘƘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ 

!ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴΣ 
ǿǿǿΦƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎǊŎΦŎƻƳ 

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƴƎ Ϫ срл ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
.ŜƴŎǳōōƛƴΣ .ƻŘŀƭƭƛƴΣ .ǊǳŎŜ wƻŎƪΣ 
5ƻƻŘƭŀƪƛƴŜΣ YŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴΣ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴΣ 
aǳƪƛƴōǳŘƛƴΣ bŀǊŜƳōŜŜƴΣ bǳƴƎŀǊƛƴΣ 
{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ǊƻǎǎΣ ¢ŀƳƳƛƴ ϧ ²ŜǎǘƻƴƛŀΦ 

aƻƴŘŀȅ мсǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 
! aǳǎƛŎŀƭ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ŦƻǊ {ŜƴƛƻǊǎΣ ¢ŀƳƳƛƴ ¢ƻǿƴ 
IŀƭƭτмнΥолǇƳτоǇƳΦ w{±t ōȅ фǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¢ŀƳƳƛƴ {ƘƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǝŎƪŜǘǎΦ  

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ нмǎǘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ tƻǎǘŀƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 9ƭŜŎǝƻƴ 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ омǎǘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ {ŜƴƛƻǊΩǎ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴΣ /ǳƳƳƛƴǎ 
¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜτмн ƴƻƻƴΦ  .ƻƻƪƛƴƎǎ 9ǎǎŜƴǝŀƭΦ  /ŀƭƭ 
aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /w/ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪ ƻƴ флпм млпмΦ 
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лτп !Ƴƛǘȅ IŜŀƭǘƘ tƭŀȅƎǊƻǳǇτtƭŀȅƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊ 
лτп ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘǎΦ  /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ 9ƳƳŀ CƛǘȊǎƛƳƻƴǎ ƻƴ 
флпм лфсн ƻǊ ŜŬǘȊǎƛƳƻƴǎϪŀƳƛǘȅƘŜŀƭǘƘΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ 

!-/ƘƻƛǊŜŘ ¢ŀǎǘŜ όŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ƛƴƎŜǊǎύ ς !ƭƭ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ 
ǘŀǎǘŜǎ ŎŀǘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊΦ aƻƴŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
{ŜƴƛƻǊ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ тΦлл ǇƳ ǘƻ фΦлл ǇƳΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ [ŀƴƎƭŜȅ {ƳƛǘƘ лплф млс спфΦ 

!ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘτ/ƴǊ IŀƛƎ wŘ ŀƴŘ 
{ƻǳǘƘ !ǾŜΦ мǎǘΣ оǊŘ ϧ рǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ млŀƳΣ нƴŘ ϧ 
пǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ммΦолŀƳΦ  wŜǾΩŘ .ǊŜǧ DǳǘƘǊƛŜ лпнт 
слр оомΦ   

.ƻƻǘǎŎƻƻǝƴƎτaƻƴŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘǎΣ тΦолǇƳ ǳƴǝƭ 
фΦолǇƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǎƻƴƛŎ [ƻŘƎŜ ƛƴ /ƻǊƻƴŀǝƻƴ {ǘΦ  
CƛǊǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜΦ  .ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘΦ  /ŀƭƭ 
!ƴƧƻŜŜƴ ƻƴ флпм оллр ƻǊ ǎŜŜ {ǳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘŜƳƛǎǘ ƻǊ [ȅƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜΦ 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘτ¢ƘǊƻǎǎŜƭƭ wƻŀŘΣ млŀƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tƘ лплу пуп тмм 

aŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜŘτ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ нτрǇƳΣ Ŏŀƭƭ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ ƻƴ 
лпмм фуп мно ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻΦ 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

SPIKE SAYS 

Same-sex marriage, Yes or No?  

5Ŝō wŀƴǎƻƳτL ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŀƳŜ ǎŜȄ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΦ LŦ ǘǿƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƻǾŜ 
ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƘŜƴ 
ǿƘƻǎŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƛǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊǎΦ [ƻǾŜ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ 

!ƴŘǊŜŀ .ŜǊǘƻƭƛƴƛτL ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǎŀƳŜ ǎŜȄ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎŜȄ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǧŜǊǎΦ 

[ǳƪŜ wǳǎƘōȅτLǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ƳŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΣ 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǎŜ ǎƭŜŜǇ ƻǾŜǊ ƛǘΣ ōƛǘ ŀƴƴƻȅƛƴƎ 
CŜŘŜǊŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘŀȄ ǇŀȅŜǊǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƻƴ ŀ м 
ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ōŀƭƭƻǘ ǇŀǇŜǊΦ  

wƻō DŜŀǊƛƴƎτLǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ƳŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΦ 
!ǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƪƛŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǾŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ŀƳŜǊŀ /ƭǳōτ bŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ммǘƘ 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ тǇƳΣ ǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳǇ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ¢ƘǊƻǎǎŜƭƭ 
wƻŀŘΦ hŎǘƻōŜǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜΥ Ψ!ƊŜǊ 5ŀǊƪΩΦ LƳŀƎŜ 
ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǝƳŜΣ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ǎŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘ ǊƛǎŜǎΦ  bƻ ǎǳƴǎŜǘǎΣ ǎǳƴǊƛǎŜǎ ƻǊ 
ŬǊŜǿƻǊƪǎΦ tƘƻǘƻǎ ŘǳŜ ōȅ нƴŘ hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ  /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
5ŀƛƴŀ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻΥ 
ŘŀƛƴŀǎǳǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘϪōƛƎǇƻƴŘΦŎƻƳΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ CǊŀǘŜǊƴŀƭτth .ƻȄ псоΣ 
aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴΣ aŀƭŎƻƭƳ /ƭŀǊƪ  флпм рнмр 
aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ aǳǎŜǳƳ ϧ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅτ
aŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŬǊǎǘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ рΦллǇƳ 
ŀǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ aǳǎŜǳƳΦ  !ƭƭ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ wƛƅŜ /ƭǳōτ{ǳƴŘŀȅǎ уΦолΦ /ŀƭƭ {ǘŜǾŜ 
ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ƻƴ лпну пмн нмоΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ tǊŀȅŜǊτ/ƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜ 
/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ .ƻƻƪǎƘƻǇΣ тǇƳ ƭŀǎǘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
aƻƴǘƘΦ 

tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ .ŀǇǝǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘτYŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴΣ млŀƳ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ tƘ лпор нуп тфс 
tƭŀȅƎǊƻǳǇτ9ǾŜǊȅ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ŀǘ фΦллτммΦол 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜǊƳ ŀǘ ¢ƘǊƻǎǎŜƭƭ wƻŀŘΣ 
ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻƭΦ  /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ /ŀǊƛǎǎŀ !ƳƳ ƻƴ 
лпоо опл ппмΦ 
wŜŘ Iŀǘ [ǳƴŎƘτ[ŀǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ мн 
ƴƻƻƴΣ {ƘŜŘ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ 
ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ WǳƭƛŜ ¢ƻǿƴǊƻǿ лпнф пмм отт ƻǊ 
ŜƳŀƛƭ ƧǳƭƛŜǘƻǿƴǊƻǿϪǿŜǎǘƴŜǘΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ  

wŜǾƻƭǳǝƻƴ ¸ƻǳǘƘτ/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ¢ƘǊƻǎǎŜƭƭ 
wƻŀŘΣ CǊƛŘŀȅǎ тǇƳ ς фΦолǇƳ ό{ŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜǊƳǎύΣ 
9ƳƳŀ !ƛǘƪŜƴ лпут орм мстΦ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ /ǊŀƊ DǊƻǳǇτ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 

ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ фΦолτммΦолΣ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎǊŀƊǎΣ 
ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎǊŀƊ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƘŀǘΦ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ ¢Ŝŀτ9ǾŜǊȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 
ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ млΦллτммΦолŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ  
CǊŜŜΦ  !ƭƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ 
{ŜƴƛƻǊΩǎ DŜƴǘƭŜ DȅƳτ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ нΦллτоΦллǇƳ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ !ƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǘŜŀ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ  
CǊŜŜΦ 
{ŜǾŜƴǘƘ-Řŀȅ !ŘǾŜƴǝǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘτYƛǘŎƘŜƴŜǊ wƻŀŘΣ 
ммŀƳ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ фΦолŀƳ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅΦ  tƘ лпрт пно лсл ƻǊ флпр 
олрсΦ 

{ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ YŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴτ
уΥллŀƳ ŜǾŜǊȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ CŀǘƘŜǊ !ƴŘǊŜǿ .ƻǿǊƻƴ 
tƘ флпм мммуΦ 

{ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴτ{ƻǳǘƘ 
!ǾŜƴǳŜΣ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ млΦолŀƳΦ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ 
сΦолǇƳΦ CŀǘƘŜǊ !ƴŘǊŜǿ .ƻǿǊƻƴΣ tƘ флпм  мммуΦ 

{ǘƻǊȅ-ǝƳŜτ9ǾŜǊȅ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ŀǘ млΦолŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΣ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǳǇ ǘƻ р ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦ 
¢ŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘτ!ƭƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΦ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ млΦллŀƳτ
ммΦолŀƳΣ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘŜŀΦ  {ŜƴƛƻǊΩǎ 
/ŜƴǘǊŜΦ  ϷмΦ 

¢Ǌƛōŀƭ .Ŝƭƭȅ 5ŀƴŎƛƴƎτCǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŬǘƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ  aƻƴŘŀȅǎ рΦолτ
тΦллǇƳΦ  CƛǊǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜΦ ммл .ŀǊǊŀŎƪ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ YƛǊǎǘȅ флпм млпмΦ 

¦ƴƛǝƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘτCƛƊƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ фŀƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ tƘ лпрт онф урлΦ 

Kat WhiteðThumbs up for 
school holidays! 

Ashleigh BuchananðThumbs 
down to people leaving their 
rubbish around Apex Park. 
Thumbs up to the Shire 
workers who clean it readily.   

Cathy Branch-Smithð
Thumbs down to the footpath 
in Growden Street.  

Verity HughesðThumbs up to 
Kirsty Jarvis who offers day in 
day out fitness classes to our 
community and without whom 
I may be a couch sloth.  

Estelle Madaffariðto cash 
sponsors to St Maryôs School 
Fair.  Way to go!  Two Dogs, 
Tyreright Merredin, Melissa 
Price MP, Cliff Haines Tyres 
and More, IGA, Ag Implements 
and Great Southern Fuels. 
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By ALEX MASSEY 

The McGowan Government has 
again shown its ignorance for the 
challenges faced by regional WA 
families by slashing the Boarding 
Away from Home Allowance 
(BAHA).  

Nationals Leader Mia Davies said 
confirmation by Education Minister 
Sue Ellery that the BAHA would be 
cut by $628 over the next four years 
was a cruel blow for regional 
families.  

ñThe BAHA is an important subsidy 
which assists families living in 
remote areas of our State send their 
children to school,ò Ms Davies said. 
ñThrough no fault of their own, 
parents receiving the BAHA are 
unable to send their children to 
schools nearby because there are no 
schools within hundreds of 
kilometres of their home.  

ñThe allowance provides financial 
relief for these families, who are 
constantly having to find extra 
money within their budgets to cover 
increasing school and boarding 
fees.ò  

Ms Davies said while in government 
The Nationals increased the BAHA 

McGowan Government slashes boarding allowance for regional kids  

by $785 through Royalties for 
Regions while investing heavily in 
regional residential colleges to 
provide access to quality education 
closer to home and in an affordable 
setting.  

ñThe Minister for Regional 
Development must be held to 
account for the BAHA cut, given 
that the Royalties for Regions 
funding is being siphoned away,ò 
Ms Davies said.  

ñHow does the Minister expect 

Merredin Residential College.  Boarding students will be adversely affected by the Boarding Away from Home Allowance 
(BAHA) 

regional families to remain in or 
relocate to regional Western 
Australia when she is ripping away 
Government assistance for their 
children to attend school?  

ñIt is a heartless cut which will be 
felt across the State.ò  

The Nationals education 
spokesperson Peter Rundle said the 
budget savings from cutting the 
BAHA would not go into reducing 
State debt, rather it would fund 
Laborôs $5 billion worth of election 

promises ï most of which is tied up 
in Metronet.  

ñI would like to say I am surprised 
but the McGowan Government has 
repeatedly shown a level of disdain 
for regional WA families,ò Mr 
Rundle said.  

ñClearly this Government places 
greater importance on building Perth 
rail projects and multi-storey car 
parks at Mandurah train station than 
ensuring our regional kids get a 
quality education.ò  
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The óLetter to the Editorô section of the Phoenix is a place for the community to 
express their views and opinions on issues that directly or indirectly affect any part of 
it.  We typically print every letter sent to us.  However, the Editor would like to remind 
the community that the óLetters to the Editorô section is not a vehicle for people to air 
personal gripes against another person/persons. The Phoenix reserves the right to 
refuse any contribution on the basis of ethics, which includes, but is not limited to, 
personal vendettas or attacks.  Please be aware that we do not ófact checkô óLetters to 
the Editorô and therefore cannot guarantee the contents authenticity.  

My Thoughts  Letter to the Editor  
Dear Elector  

To introduce myself, my name is 
Peter Romolo Patroni known as 
Romolo (retired farmer). I have lived 
my entire life in the Eastern 
Wheatbelt. 

I am standing for election to the 
Merredin Shire as I believe that now 
that I am retired in Merredin, I have 
the time and experience to act on 
your behalf as a Councillor and make 
a contribution. 

I have had 30 years Local 
Government experience both as a 
Councillor and Shire President in the 
Shire of Yilgarn. 

My past Local Government 
involvement includes: 

¶ Regional Development within 
this area through Regional 
Council. 

¶ Wheatbelt Development 
Commission. 

¶ Wheatbelt North Regional Road 
Group. 

¶ Merredin Zone of WA Local 
Government  Association. 

¶ Life Member of the WA Local 
Government Association 
(WALGA). 

Outside Local Government, I have 
spent my life farming, serving on 
numerous Rural Industry 
Committees and Boards.   For over 
twenty years I represented the 
Kwinana Zone (Merredin area) of 
CBH as a Director which included 
the development stages of the 
Merredin Grain Terminal. 

Library Musings  

By WENDY PORTER 

Do you like quiz nights or just random 
facts?  How about these? All books 
available in the Merredin Regional 
Library. 

Thomas Jefferson kept sheep on the 
White House lawn.  They were vicious 
and attacked anyone who went near them 
(maybe they were a new breed of 
watchdog ï you think they are fluffy 
sheep but watch out).  Or, there are more 
bacteria in your armpit than there are 
people in the world;  Lisa is Russian for 
ófoxô; and it is illegal in New York City 
to take a selfie with a tiger.  All this and 
much more in ó1,234 Qi facts to leave 
you speechlessô compiled by John Lloyd, 
John Mitchinson and James Harkin. 

Maybe facts arenôt your thing.  Maybe 
you lean more towards sporting 
activities.  óSo you think youôre a 
skateboarder? 45 tales from the streets 
and the skate parkô by Alex Irvine could 

be for you.  Learn about the freestyler, 
the Vert skater and the grizzled 80ôs 
veteran.  How do you distinguish the 
Mosher from the Model or the Wannabe 
Gangster.  Illustrations have been added 
to the book by Paul Parker. 

Over the years recipes for diabetics have 
improved as people realise that being 
diabetic doesnôt mean never enjoying 
food again.  Try óAsian flavours Diabetes 
Cookbook: simple, fresh meals perfect 
for every dayô by Corinne Trang for 
some interesting ideas.  How about spicy 
brown rice congee with chicken and 
lemongrass or stir-fried glass noodles 
with beef and spinach or even 
pomegranate-ginger leg of lamb. 

Remember, members of the library also 
have free access to eBooks, eAudiobooks 
and eMagazines.   In the near future there 
will even be access to Kanopy, a video 
streaming site.    

Come in and ask for details. 

By GLORIA BANKS 

As I write these words, we are all 
bombarded with SAME SEX 
MARRIAGE on the television and 
in the newspapers.  As a Christian 
we are taught to love God and love 
our neighbor. In my opinion we 
have generally come a long way 
with accepting and loving those 
who are different, lifestyles, poor, 
rich, gay, lesbians, those with 
disabilities, religions. I prefer not to 
discuss my political persuasion with 
friends, that is a free choice and I 
want some friends in the end. 
However, I cannot remain quiet 
about changing the marriage act to 
allow Marriage between same sex 
couples. I believe that marriage is 
between a man and a woman as the 
Marriage Act states. And that 
should not be changed. Australia 
used to be declared a Christian 
country but I believe a previous 
Prime Minister changed that, which 
saddens me.  I am proud to be 
Australian with English and Welsh 
parents. I recall a woman on a 
television Show some months ago 
admitting she has a relationship 
over 27 years with a female and has 
no wish to be married. Couples who 
live together whether defacto or 
same sex have the same rights as 
married couples financially. I agree 
with Margaret Court on her 
comments, even if they mean she 

If elected I commit to communicate 
with you the residents, be 
transparent and available to all.  

Merredin is the Wheatbelt centre, 
geographically, economically and 
socially.  We can work together to 
make it better. 

With my wife Jane, we have made 
Merredin our home and wish to 
actively contribute to this 
community. I am a Justice of the 
Peace and Volunteer Ambulance 
Officer with St John. 

Your support, by way of your vote in 
the postal ballot would be 
appreciated.  

Romolo Patroni 
Merredin 

Disappointed Traveller 

Very disappointed as a visitor to 
town that the visitors centre was not 
open on the weekend. We arrived 
late on Friday and by the time we set 
up out ñcampò the centre was closed.  

On Sunday I observed heaps of 
tourists in town but no visitors centre 
was open not a very welcoming sign. 
Many people would be tempted to 
keep driving. 

I would have looked into hiring a 
bike as advertised in the brochures 
had the centre been open. We were 
here for 3 days but when the centre is 
open on Monday we will be leaving 
town, would be good to go the at the 
start not the end of our stay. 

Mr & Mrs D&J Baker 
Winthrop Perth    

could lose the MARGARET 
COURT ARENA title. I am told 
twenty-seven countries have voted 
for Marriage between same sex 
couples, do we need to follow 
them? 

As a senior person, you could ask, 
"why do I care", well I care for my 
grandchildren and their future. 

A friend of mine wrote in My 
Thoughts August 18th 2017 and I 
quote 

óI can't speak for anyone else, but I 
for one am heartily sick of hearing 
about gay marriage rights. For 
goodness sake, if that's what people 
want to do, let them do it. What 
business is it but theirs?" 

I cannot agree with that comment, it 
won't just be their business, next 
thing children could be taught in 
schools and role play that anything 
is okay. Paul Keating once advised 
the electorate in regards to an 
important election issue that "if you 
don't understand 
it, vote NO". I 
do not fully 
understand the 
consequences. 
Therefore, I say 
VOTE NO. 

'ÌÏÒÉÁ "ÁÎËÓ 



THE PHOENIX  Friday, September 29th, 2017              5  

 

By OIC MARK TOBIASSEN 

Hello Readers,  

I canôt believe how fast each 
fortnight comes around, and I 
certainly canôt believe itôs almost 
October already. With the weather 
warming up, we are getting into gear 
for an increase in activity around 
town. This isnôt a problem for you if 
you are acting in a responsible way 
of-course. We have had another 
couple of burglaries in the light 
industrial area at the east end of 
town, so if you see any suspicious 
activity or vehicles in that area 
please let us know. We have 
continued our focus on drugs this 
last fortnight with more search 
warrants and charges coming out of 
that action. Again, if you are aware 
of any drug activity in town please 

Police Report  
let us know directly or 
anonymously through Crime 
Stoppers on 1800 333 000. 

I would like to re-invigorate 
something called óCoffee with a 
Copô, this is an opportunity for you 
to sit down with us and have a chat 
about whatôs happening in your part 
of town, or simply ask us some 
advice. Please watch out for 
advertising on social media and 
posters around town for the next 
event and where youôll find us. 

With school holidays upon us, 
please be aware of what your kids 
are up to, we donôt want to have to 
ring you with bad news. 

Have a great fortnight and Iôll drop 
you a line again next time, until 
then, be safe and enjoy school 
holidays. 

Tales of the Past  
Several years ago there was a small 
ñfarmletò on a back road near a major 
highway. This property had three 
homes. One the new owners renovated 
for themselves, the second was leased to 
a tenant and the third (a small home) 
was empty. The new owner inspected 
the third house and found that it had 
been used for storing hay and bags of 
grain. It was not suitable for habitation 
and was tenanted by spiders, mice ïand 
possibly RATS.  

One evening in the burning season 
when all was in order he decided to 
burn the building. Accordingly, he set it 

alight. It burned beautifully and he was 
sure that all the ñnastiesò would be done 
with. 

Unfortunately, some folk from interstate 
driving towards the local town saw the 
house alight. They immediately rang 
triple 0 and reported the fire. The next 
thing our new owner knew was that the 
local fire-brigade had arrived to 
extinguish the fire.  

He had some explaining to do, but was 
forgiven and everyone had a laugh at his 
expense. 

Court Report  
Allan Hayden was convicted of 
stealing, was fined $500 and ordered 
to pay costs of $325, was convicted 
of criminal damage or destruction of 
property and fined $400 and was 
convicted of threats to injure, 
endanger or harm any person, was 
fined $500 and ordered to pay costs 
of $100. 

Damen Smith was convicted of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 

20th September 2017 

on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant, was fined $300, ordered to 
pay costs of $188 and to pay an 
analyst fee of $230. 

Laura Yarran was convicted of 
assaulting a person who was 
providing a health service to the 
public and was fined $1,500, she was 
also convicted of common assault, 
was fined $1,000 and was ordered to 
pay costs of $188. 

tŀƛŘ !ŘǾŜǊǝǎŜƳŜƴǘ 
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