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   Brought to you by the Merredin CRC   

CSBP Fertilisers delivers 165 grants to boost regional communities in WA  
Community groups, sporting clubs, and grower-led associations across regional Western Australia are    
benefiting from CSBP Fertilisersô ongoing commitment to local communities through its Community Grants 
Program.  
In 2024/25, CSBP provided 165 grants totalling more than $240,000 to support initiatives from Chapman 

Valley to Esperance, and as far east as Moorine Rock. The program strengthens communities by investing in projects 
that promote mental and physical wellbeing, agricultural education, and emergency and disaster relief.  
Exclusively available to regional WA organisations, the program offers support through three categories:  
Community Grants ï Year-round funding from $100 to $5,000  
Grower Groups ï Open year-round for grower-led organisations  
Fertiliser Donations ï Available year-round for regional communities  
Backing community crops in regional WA  
The Merredin Community Menôs Shed recently received a fertiliser donation of Agras to support its 2025 community 
wheat crop. With around 40 members, the Shed leases 20 hectares from the Shire of Merredin to grow the crop.  
Merredin Menôs Shed Secretary-Treasurer, Romolo Patroni, said proceeds from the crop support various community 
initiatives, including school carnivals, market days, museum projects, and theatre restorations.  
ñThe CSBP Community Grants Program, in its assistance to the Menôs Shed, in turn extends through to the               
community at large and with the demise of other organisations like Rotary, Lions and Apex in country towns we have 
become the go-to for many community support programs,ò Mr Patroni said.   

 
By: The Merredin Menôs Shed 

The question on Menôs Shed Membersô minds over the past few weeks is will 

it rain and when? A vital question that is related to start of this yearôs seeding.  

For a number of years, the Menôs Shed Members have been successfully      

cropping land leased from the Merredin Shire on the North side of town.  

With the end of the month in sight it was decided that we should go.  

With a combine seeder loaned from Grant Bennett and the truck from Clayton Murry the bin was loaded with seed and 

super for the operation to begin  

The Acremaster tractor, a reliable workhorse from a bygone era of Merredin tractor manufacturer Laurie Phillips, was 

hooked up and the seeding programme began.  

The 20 hectares was seeded in a day with members George Sachse and Peter McCrae taking the lead, demonstrating 

their experience in having carried out this seeding task now for a number of past years.  

The Merredin Mens Shed relies on this crop as its main source of income and members are appreciative of the great 

support they receive from the Merredin Shire for the lease of the land 

through to businesses like Elders and CSBP for fertilizer, Nutrien Ag 

for chemicals, Great Southern Fuels, Merredin machinery dealers 

and other members of the   Community for their support.  

The Mens Shed Members in turn work with the Merredin                   

Community by putting back in projects like repair and maintaining 

the Town Hall clock, assisting various groups like The Agricultural 

Society, CRC, the Merredin College, St Marys School, the Railway 

Museum, Merredin Shire and individuals where help is needed.  

In all a crop for the overall Community . All we need now is rain.  

 

CROPPING 

Continued on page 20... 
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By: Jon Robartson 

Hey Mate, nice to meet you. 

Patriot ï a person who vigorously supports their country and is prepared to defend it 

against enemies or dictators ï    Oxford Dictionary. 

Isnôt this what Aussies are famous for? The governments weôve had in power for 

many decades donôt seem to be supporting my understanding of patriot, let alone 

Australian. I donôt wish to dwell on the past or future problems with the entire world, 

just Australia. We can lead by example like we so often have in the past, often as 

U.N. peacekeepers, or in little known óactionsô in Timor, Borneo and Malaya. 

Weôve always welcomed a man who wanted to make Australia, this harsh yet     

beautiful country, a better place. Since Federation new arrivals have sworn to King 

and Country and those of us already here have grown up, vigilant aware, a moral folk 

born in a lucky country. I call it a lucky country to be born in or indeed come to. 

However, the past decades have made it lucky to own a house, lucky to have a stable 

jobé and with that lucky to have a stable, happy society. 

Recent events surrounding changing gun laws and the right to protest, even the right with association have been taken 

from us. If criminals/ convicts werenôt allowed to associate this great nation of ours would never have been born and 

without the right to protest we would never have seen the Eureka rebellion, the Southern Cross flag or been represented 

by Peter Lalor, who was injured and lost an arm in the battle. 

Why must we always fight for great moral change? Why were riots and protests necessary for the 40-hour week, for 

women to vote and for the ending of the conscription? 

I have to say I was against conscription, but also have to explain, Iôm 100% for national service that doesnôt involve 

being sent involuntarily into a combat position. Original conscription, which ended in 1972, had a duration of two 

years. One year of service is not so much for a country to ask of its youth. Somewhere along the way of being         

shepherds/peacekeepers, we forget about killing the wolves surrounding our flock. Weôve seen a laid-back way of life 

slowly eroded, to a point where we just work to pay bills, put food on the table and try to keep warm, if weôre lucky. 

What happened to the famous Australian mateship? Like small countries, average Aussies are afraid to speak out for 

fear of being judged. This current society is good at judging, bullying and looking after themselves. Itôs been recently 

proven to me, by an older bloke of course that mateship and patriotism arenôt dead in this country, we just have to put 

down our phones and remember who we are, and where we live. 

Before itôs too late.  

Special thanks to LT and AR 

HEY MATE! 
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ÂƖŸĬƨĦĲĬШċŰĬШƓƖŔŰƣĲĬШŉŸƖƣŰŔŊőƣũǃШĤǃШ 
~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШ9ŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШÅĲƚŸƨƖĦĲШ9ĲŰƣƖĲ 

ΝΝΜШ7ċƖƖċĦťШÉƣƖĲĲƣЯШШ~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ 
ÂőаШΜΥШΦΜΠΝШΝΜΠΝШШ[ċǂаШΜΥШΦΜΠΝШΝΜΠΞ 

 
?ĲċĬũŔŰĲƚ 

ƖƣŔĦũĲƚЯШ ĬƻĲƖƣŔƚĲůĲŰƣƚ 
ыŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШ9ũċƚƚŔǯĲĬƚь 

ΠЮΟΜƓůШ~ŸŰĬċǃШĤĲŉŸƖĲШƓƨĤũŔĦċƣŔŸŰШ
ĬċƣĲ 

 
9ŸŰƣĲŰƣоƓƖŸĬƨĦƣŔŸŰ 

 
ċĬůŔŰŔƚƣƖċƣŔŸŰΠѻůĲƖƖĲĬŔŰĦƖĦЮĦŸů 

 
ĬƻĲƖƣŔƚŔŰŊ 

ċĬůŔŰŔƚƣƖċƣŔŸŰΠѻůĲƖƖĲĬŔŰĦƖĦЮĦŸů 
 

ÖƓĦŸůŔŰŊШEĬŔƣŔŸŰƚ 
ÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖШΝΞЯШШΞΜΞΡ 
ÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖШΞΣЯШШΞΜΞΡ 

ÑőĲШÂőŸĲŰŔǂШÂƖŔĦĲƚ 
 

ÂƖŔůĲШ ĬƻĲƖƣŔƚŔŰŊ 

[ƖŸŰƣ ҘΝΡΜ 

7ċĦťШ[ƨũũШƓċŊĲ ҘΞΜΜ 

EċƖƚ ҘΟΜ 

[ƖŸŰƣШŔŰƚŔĬĲШŉƨũũ ҘΝΥΜ 

7ċĦťШŔŰƚŔĬĲШŉƨũũ ҘΝΥΜ 

9ŸũŸƨƖ 

ÄƨċƖƣĲƖ ҘΠΜ 

cċũŉ ҘΥΜ 

[ƨũũ ҘΝΣΜ 

7ũċĦťШѼШìőŔƣĲ 

ÄƨċƖƣĲƖ ҘΟΜ 

cċũŉ ҘΣΜ 

[ƨũũ ҘΝΞΜ 

9ũċƚƚŔǯĲĬƚШыĤоƽь 

]ĲŰĲƖċũШũŔŰĲċŊĲШ ΡΜĦШƓĲƖШƽŸƖĬ 

?ŔƚƓũċǃШƓĲƖШĦů 

ÂƨĤũŔĦШ ŸƣŔĦĲ ҘΡ 

EůƓũŸǃůĲŰƣ ҘΡ 

ÑƖċĬĲƚ 

ΝΞШĲĬŔƣŔŸŰƚШыĲċĦőь ҘΝΡ 

ΣШĲĬŔƣŔŸŰƚШыĲċĦőь ҘΞΜ 

ΟШĲĬŔƣŔŸŰƚШыĲċĦőь ҘΞΡ 

ƖƣƽŸƖť 

[ĲĲ ҘΟΜ 

9§ ÑE ÑÉ 
 ċŰŊĲĲŰċŰШ ċƣƣĲƖƚввввввЮЮЮΠ 

cŸƖŸƚĦŸƓĲƚвввввввввввΡ 

cŔƚƣŸƖǃШ§ŰШÑőŔƚШ?ċǃвввввввΣ 

xŔĤƖċƖǃШ~ƨƚŔŰŊƚввввввввЮЮΝΜ 

ÉƣШ~ċƖǃќƚввввЮЮвввввввЮΝΞ 

~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШ9ŸũũĲŊĲвввввввЮЮΝΟ 

9ŸũŸƨƖŔŰŊШ9ŸůƓĲƣŔƣŔŸŰввЮЮЮΞΠ-ΞΡ 

ÑƖċĬĲƚввввввввввввЮЮЮЮΞΦ 

ÂƨǍǍũĲШÂċŊĲввввввввЮЮЮΟΜ-ΟΝ 

ÑőĲШÂőŸĲŰŔǂШ 
9ċũƣĲǂ 

9ŸĦťŔĲƚШ Ŋ 
?ŔůĲŰƚŔŸŰƚШ9ċŉĳ 
]ŸШ~ ? 

~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШf] 
~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШ7ċťĲƖǃ 

~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШ9ŔŰĲůċШċŰĬШ9ċŉĲ 
~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШ9Å9 
~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШcċƖƻĲƚƣ 

ÑƽŸШ?ŸŊƚШcŸůĲШcċƖĬƽċƖĲ 
ìŔũĬШÂŸƓƓǃШ9ċŉĳ 

ÑőċŰťǃŸƨШƣŸШƣőĲƚĲШĤƨƚŔŰĲƚƚĲƚШŉŸƖШƣőĲŔƖШ
ƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШŉŸƖШÑőĲШÂőŸĲŰŔǂШċŰĬШ~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШ
9ŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШÅĲƚŸƨƖĦĲШ9ĲŰƣƖĲЮ 

§ xf EШÉÖ7É9ÅfÂÑf§ ÉШ é fx 7xEШу?fÅE9ÑШÑ§Шò§ÖÅШf 7§ñ 
EůċŔũаШċĬůŔŰŔƚƣƖċƣŔŸŰΠѻůĲƖƖĲĬŔŰĦƖĦЮĦŸů 

ÑőĲШÂőŸĲŰŔǂШŔƚШċШƓũċĦĲШŉŸƖШƣőĲШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШƣŸШĲǂƓƖĲƚƚШƣőĲŔƖШƻŔĲƽƚШċŰĬШŸƓŔŰŔŸŰƚШŸŰШŔƚƚƨĲƚЮШШ
ÑőĲШÂőŸĲŰŔǂШƚƣċǭШĬŸШŰŸƣШћŉċĦƣШĦőĲĦťќШċŰĬШƣőĲƖĲŉŸƖĲШĦċŰŰŸƣШŊƨċƖċŰƣĲĲШƣőĲШĦŸŰƣĲŰƣƚШ
ċƨƣőĲŰƣŔĦŔƣǃЮШШÑőĲШÂőŸĲŰŔǂШůċǃШŸƖШůċǃШŰŸƣШőċƻĲШƣőĲШƚċůĲШŸƓŔŰŔŸŰШċƚШƣőĲШċƨƣőŸƖƚЮ 

  

ÑőċŰťƚШ[ƖŸůШƣőĲШ
ÂőŸĲŰŔǂг 
9ċũƣĲǂ 

9ŸĦťŔĲƚШ Ŋ 

?ŔůĲŰƚŔŸŰƚШ9ċŉĳ 

]ŸШ~ ? 

~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШf] 

~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШ7ċťĲƖǃ 

~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШ9ŔŰĲůċШċŰĬШ9ċŉĲ 

~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШ9Å9 

~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШcċƖƻĲƚƣ 

ÑƽŸШ?ŸŊƚШcŸůĲШcċƖĬƽċƖĲ 

ìŔũĬШÂŸƓƓǃШ9ċŉĳ 
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NANGEENAN NATTER 
By: Julie Townrow 

Life has taken on some form of Normal, after a very hectic few months in preparation for the Back to Nangeenan Weekend. 
A reality check OMG, there are still items on the To Do List that just didnôt get done. The rain, while much appreciated, has 
played havoc with the program.  The Hall was used on Saturday the 16th for a very Special event, hosting a 21st Birthday 
celebration. I had to remind myself that sometimes you need to be careful of what you wish for. Cleaning the ablution blocks, 
I wondered what I had let myself in for. It is very rewarding tho, when feed back is positive. This week has been at my desk, 
typing minutes and balancing income and expenses. Unpacking all the bits and pieces to store away until next year. 
It is always a joy to catch up with older residents and listen to the stories of by-gone years. As you get older it seems to be 
important to rescue and revive the óOld Stuffô, and we are in the process of developing a collection of Memorabilia in the 
shed with some great donations from Mike Ivey ,Sam Teasedale, and Richard Steel. Wally Duncan sadly passed before we 
were able to pick up items he had set aside. I have great memories of my parentsô conversations about Wally Duncan and 
Dennis Jackson when they moved from Westonia to South Yilgarn, way out in the sticks back then. It was always wonderful 
to have a chat with either of them, good salt of the earth people. 
After many years, touching base with Brian Cahill, John Jenkin, Peter Chick and regular visitors Carrolyn Harris nee Rutter, 
Phil Cahill and daughters Lyn and Sue along with many regular visitors is a wonderful experience, re-visiting stories and 
memories. The delivery of photos for the Photo board, checking names of those present. So much of my childhood was spent 
with these people, the school bus pickup, Mat Hayes our Driver, the family names and trying to remember. Our bus started to 
pickup at the top of the hill at Jouning Road, which is now Cahill Road, with Bellôs then Mooreôs, Snell, Marley, Growden 
Pollock, Small, Robartson, 6MD children and Smallacombeôs, Kellerman, Research Station Families, Crook and the      
Pumping Station, Bartlett, Rhodes, and more I donôt remember. John Bell and Ross Robartson liking nothing better that     
putting a ruler through the front seat grating to trip unsuspecting kids like me out the door. 
Ian Snell was tall like his father, Geoff Marley short, like our mother. When Geoff was leaving school to start work, Ian went 
home and asked his mother why he couldnôt leave school like Geoff, because he was as big as him. Which reminds me, the 
builders who stay with us when they are working at the hall, asked me how many siblings I had. Curious, I said, ñthere are 
five of us, Geoff, Beth, Frank, me and Laurelò. With a straight face he askedò Where are the other twoò?  I looked at him 
strangely, and he answered the question by saying ñWell there are seven dwarfs, arenôt there! Cheeky Eh!  I mentioned that 
Frank had played Doc, in a school end of year play. Quick as a flash he said ñAre you Dopey thenò, fair to say, he didnôt get 
a cooked breakfast, getting hot tongue and cold shoulder instead.  
Mike was living across the road with his Dad and step Mum, when we met in 1965, he spent a lot of time at our place, much 
of it fixing cars with Frank. I recall an FJ Holden that they often drove like maniacs in the reserve behind the Service Station, 
like all cars if you punished them they broke down, so the week was spent rebuilding an engine, old grey motors were easy 
and they were quite adapt at taking out one and putting in the one they had just re-built, taking an hour to change them over 
ready  to take a test drive or a  Friday night spin. The best times were just after rain naturally as the brogies were always    
better in the wet. Mike still has a lump on his head from the diff falling on it. Boys! But what a good grounding for the      
future. Maybe thatôs where the term, ñmaking a silk purse from a sowôs earò came from. Or ña piece of fencing wire fixes 
everythingò, ñbanana peel stops the squealò. 
Learning to drive up the back as a 10 year old was a bit different. We had an old car and Dad would say, take it for a drive 
and scare the hell out of yourself. I was never quite that courageous, as he didnôt show us how anything worked and it was a 
lesson in self-discovery. Now the clutch! what was that pedal for? I only knew the accelerator and the brake, and people may 
think thatôs still the case!  If it was in gear when the key was turned on, there were only a few roo hops before it sorted     
itself, now thatôs how you started! But how did you stop? Slowing right down as you came back and running the nose into 
the drum ramp did the job, until I worked out what the clutch was for, no wonder when it came to the seven dwarfs, I was 
Dopey! Life is about learning and there is no better place to learn, than in the school of hard knocks, lessons now             
remembered with laughter, as we share stories with those from our past.. Remember tolerance is the oil which takes the    
friction out of life. Be kind, stay safe, take care of each other and may peace be with you.   
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HOROSCOPES 
ÅfEÉаШΞΝШ~ċƖĦőШ-ШΝΦШ ƓƖŔũШ 
ÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖШŔŰƻŔƣĲƚШǃŸƨШƣŸШũŸŸťШċƣШǃŸƨƖƚĲũŉШƣőƖŸƨŊőШ
ƣőĲШůŔƖƖŸƖШŸŉШŸƣőĲƖƚЮШ9ŸŸƓĲƖċƣŔŸŰЯШŰŸƣШ
ĦŸŰŉƖŸŰƣċƣŔŸŰЯШƽŔũũШĤĲШǃŸƨƖШƖĲċũШƚƣƖĲŰŊƣőЯШċŰĬШǃŸƨќũũШ
ĤĲШũĲċƖŰŔŰŊШŉƖŸůШĲċĦőШĬŔƚċŊƖĲĲůĲŰƣШǃŸƨШŉċĦĲШƣőŔƚШ
ůŸŰƣőЮ 
 
Ñ ÖÅÖÉаШΞΜШ ƓƖŔũШ-ШΞΣШ~ċǃ 
ÑċƨƖƨƚќШċƖĲШĲǂƓĲĦƣĲĬШƣŸШǯŰĬШůŸƖĲШŢŸǃШŔŰШƚŔůƓũĲШ
ĲůŸƣŔŸŰċũШĲǂĦőċŰŊĲƚШƣőċŰШŊƖċŰĬШĬĲĦũċƖċƣŔŸŰƚЮШòŸƨƖШ
ŰƨƖƣƨƖŔŰŊШƓƖĲƚĲŰĦĲШƚŸŸƣőĲƚШƓċƖƣŰĲƖƚЯШċŰĬШƣőĲƖĲќƚШ
ŰŸШĬŸƨĤƣШċĤŸƨƣШƣőċƣЮ 
 
]E~f fаШΞΝШ~ċǃШ-ШΞΜШsƨŰĲ 
ÑőŔƚШƽĲĲťШǃŸƨШĦċŰШĲǂƓĲĦƣШƖŸůċŰĦĲШƣŸШĤĲШƚƓċƖťĲĬШ
ĤƨƣШĤĲШƽċƖǃШŸŉШůŔƚƨŰĬĲƖƚƣċŰĬŔŰŊƚЮШìőĲŰĲƻĲƖШǃŸƨШ
ŊĲƣШƣőĲШĦőċŰĦĲЯШƨƚĲШǃŸƨƖШőƨůŸƖШċŰĬШũŔŊőƣŰĲƚƚШƣŸШ
ŰċƻŔŊċƣĲШŔŰƣĲŰƚĲШĬŔƚĦƨƚƚŔŸŰƚЮШ 
 
9  9EÅаШΞΝШsƨŰĲШ-ШΞΞsƨũǃ 
]ŸŸĬШŰĲƽƚШŉŸƖШƚŔŰŊũĲƚЯШċƚШǃŸƨШŊƨǃƚШċƖĲШĲǂƓĲĦƣĲĬШƣŸШ
ůĲĲƣШƚŸůĲŸŰĲШƣőƖŸƨŊőШƚŔĤũŔŰŊƚЯШŰĲŔŊőĤŸƖƚЯШŸƖШ
ũĲċƖŰŔŰŊШƚƓċĦĲƚЮШòŸƨШůŔŊőƣШƚƓĲŰĬШŸŰШƖĲŰŸƻċƣŔŸŰƚЯШ
ŸƖШŉċůŔũǃШƖĲƚƓŸŰƚŔĤŔũŔƣŔĲƚЮШ7ƨƣШŔƣќƚШƖĲĦŸůůĲŰĬĲĬШƣŸШ
ĤĲШůŔŰĬŉƨũШŸŉШĲůŸƣŔŸŰċũШƚƓĲŰĬŔŰŊШőċĤŔƣƚЮ 
 
xE§аШΞΟƖĬ sƨũǃШ-ШΞΞŰĬ ƨŊƨƚƣ 
xĲŸƚШůƨƚƣШũĲƣШŊŸШŸŉШƻċũŔĬċƣŔŸŰШŰĲĲĬƚЯШċƚШǃŸƨƖШƣƖƨĲШ
ĦŸŰǯĬĲŰĦĲШŔƚШƖĲǰĲĦƣĲĬШƽĲũũШƽőĲŰШǃŸƨќƖĲШƕƨŔĲƣЮШ
7ƨŔũĬШƣőĲШũŔŉĲШǃŸƨШƽċŰƣШċŰĬШċĦőŔĲƻĲШƚƨĦĦĲƚƚШƽŔƣőŸƨƣШ
ƚĲĲťŔŰŊШċƓƓũċƨƚĲЮ 
 
éfÅ]§аШΞΟШ ƨŊƨƚƣШ-ШΞΞШÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖ  
ÑőŔƚШŔƚШŊŸŔŰŊШƣŸШĤĲШċШƚĲũŉ-ƖĲƚĲƣШƽĲĲťЮШÉŸЯШƣċťĲШ
ƖĲƚƓŸŰƚŔĤŔũŔƣǃШƽŔƣőŸƨƣШƚĲũŉ-ŢƨĬŊůĲŰƣШċŰĬШƖŔƚĲШŉƖŸůШ
ǃŸƨƖШŸƽŰШƖĲǰĲĦƣŔŸŰЮШÑƖǃШƣŸШŸƓĲŰШǃŸƨƖШőĲċƖƣШċũŸŰŊШ
ƽŔƣőШǃŸƨƖШůŔŰĬЮ 
 

 
xf7Å аШΞΟШÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖШ-ШΞΞШ§ĦƣŸĤĲƖШ 
ÑőŔƚШƽĲĲťШƽŔũũШĤĲШůŸƖĲШċĤŸƨƣШƓƖĲƓċƖŔŰŊШŔŰƣĲƖŰċũũǃШŉŸƖШŉƨƣƨƖĲШ
ŊƖŸƽƣőЮШòŸƨШůƨƚƣШƖĲƣƖĲċƣЯШƖĲũĲċƚĲЯШċŰĬШƖĲƚĲƣЯШċŰĬШƚĲĲШőŸƽШ
ƣőŔƚШĦőċŰŊĲШċǭĲĦƣƚШǃŸƨƖШĬċŔũǃШũŔŉĲЮ 
 
 
É9§ÅÂf§аШΞΟШ§ĦƣŸĤĲƖШ-ШΞΝШ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖ 
ÑőŔƚШƽĲĲťШƽŔũũШĤƖŔŰŊШǃŸƨШċŰШŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣǃШƣŸШĦƖċŉƣШċШƻŔƻŔĬШŰĲƽШ
ĦőċƓƣĲƖШŔŰШǃŸƨƖШƚƨĦĦĲƚƚШƚƣŸƖǃЯШċШĦőċƓƣĲƖШůċƖťĲĬШĤǃШ
ĲůƓċƣőǃЯШƽŔƚĬŸůЯШċŰĬШũĲċĬĲƖƚőŔƓЮШìŔƣőШĲƻĲƖǃШŔŰƣĲƖċĦƣŔŸŰЯШ
ǃŸƨѣũũШĤƨŔũĬШĤƖŔĬŊĲƚЯШŉŸƚƣĲƖШƨŰĬĲƖƚƣċŰĬŔŰŊЯШċŰĬШũĲċƻĲШċШ
ũċƚƣŔŰŊШŔůƓċĦƣЮШ 
 
É ]fÑÑ ÅfÖÉаΞΞШ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖ-ΞΝШ?ĲĦĲůĤĲƖШ 
ÑőŔƚШƽĲĲťШƽŔũũШĤƖŔŰŊШċШƚƨƖŊĲШŸŉШĲŰĲƖŊǃШċŰĬШůŸƣŔƻċƣŔŸŰЮШÉŸЯШ
ůċťĲШƚƨƖĲШƣŸШĦőċŰŰĲũШƣőŔƚШĲŰĲƖŊǃШŔŰƣŸШůĲċŰŔŰŊŉƨũШŊŸċũƚЯШ
ĤƨƣШƖĲůĲůĤĲƖШƣŸШťĲĲƓШƨƓШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШƓċĦĲЮШÉƣċǃШŉŸĦƨƚĲĬЯШ
ƓũċŰШǃŸƨƖШƚƣĲƓƚШĦċƖĲŉƨũũǃЯШċŰĬШĤċũċŰĦĲШĲŰƣőƨƚŔċƚůШƽŔƣőШ
ƓċƣŔĲŰĦĲШŉŸƖШƣőĲШĤĲƚƣШƖĲƚƨũƣƚШЮ 
 
9 ÂÅf9§Å аШΞΞШ?ĲĦĲůĤĲƖШ-ШΝΦШsċŰƨċƖǃ 
ÉĲƣШǃŸƨƖШƚŔŊőƣƚШőŔŊőШĤƨƣШċĦƣШƽŔƣőШƽŔƚĬŸůШċŰĬШĦũċƖŔƣǃЮШ ũƚŸЯШ
ƚƣċǃШŸƓĲŰШƣŸШƣőĲШƣŔůŔŰŊШŸŉШƣőĲШƨŰŔƻĲƖƚĲЯШċŰĬШťĲĲƓШŉċŔƣőШƣőċƣШ
ƣőŔŰŊƚШƽŔũũШƨŰŉŸũĬШƽőĲŰШƣőĲǃќƖĲШůĲċŰƣШƣŸЮ 
 
ÄÖ ÅfÖÉаШΞΜШsċŰƨċƖǃШ-ШΝΥШ[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃ 
ũũŸƽШǃŸƨƖƚĲũŉШƣŸШƣƖǃШƚŸůĲƣőŔŰŊШŰĲƽЮШÑőŔƚШƽĲĲťШŔƚШůŸƖĲШ
ċĤŸƨƣШƖĲŊĲŰĲƖċƣŔŸŰЯШƣőċŰШƖĲƓĲċƣŔŰŊШƽőċƣќƚШŉċůŔũŔċƖЮШÉőĲĬШ
ŸũĬШƓċƣƣĲƖŰƚЯШĤĲũŔĲŉƚЯШŸƖШőċĤŔƣƚШƣőċƣШŰŸШũŸŰŊĲƖШƚĲƖƻĲШǃŸƨШ
ċŰĬШĲůĤƖċĦĲШĦőċŰŊĲШċƚШċŰШŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣǃШƣŸШŊƖŸƽШƚƣƖŸŰŊĲƖШ
ċŰĬШƽŔƚĲƖЮ 
 
ÂfÉ9EÉаШΝΦШ[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃШ-ШΞΜШ~ċƖĦő 
òŸƨШůċǃШǯŰĬШǃŸƨƖƚĲũŉШŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣĲĬШĤǃШċĦƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚШƣőċƣШǃŸƨШ
ŸŰĦĲШĬŔƚƖĲŊċƖĬĲĬЮШÂĲƖőċƓƚШǃŸƨѣũũШŉĲĲũШċŰШƨƖŊĲШƣŸШĲǂƓũŸƖĲШ
ċƖƣŔƚƣŔĦШċƻĲŰƨĲƚЯШƽőĲƣőĲƖШŔƣќƚШĬƖċƽŔŰŊЯШĦƖċŉƣŔŰŊЯШŸƖШ
ĲŰƣƖĲƓƖĲŰĲƨƖƚőŔƓШƽőĲƖĲШĦƖĲċƣŔƻŔƣǃШċŰĬШƓƖċĦƣŔĦċũŔƣǃШůĲĲƣЮ 
 

By: Jon Robartson 

Gôday Aussies,  
Sheds done and Charlie the local small motors bloke has cast his eye and hands over my compressor. Now working like 
new, thanks Charlie. 
Most garden advice is about what to plant, when and the type of soil needed ï aside for camellias (you can turn white 
ones blue) and well-drained soil for Australian Heath, also called Epacris, with tubular pink and white flowers. I     
mention these two because, like most things, the end product is a result of your preparation. Locally we donôt have   
well-draining soil. Itôs high in clay so loves some gypsum, not to be confused with lime, as lime will make the soil 
more acidic. 
I find our soils perfect for fruit trees with little or no need for additional animal manures. Donôt forget seasonal granular 
or liquid feed though, many products suggesting handfuls of trace elements and additional elements like copper         
sulphate help plants fight disease. Nitrogen helps with flowering initiation, phosphorous helps the root growth and    

potassium is vital for fruit size and sometimes shape.   
I am a lazy gardener so if well drained soil is necessary, I suggest a raised bed    
garden, even a small one is a joy. Think about the height, I have a bad hip, so 
some heights are awkward. Make it easy on yourself. I often do the more          
interesting jobs like potting with kids. It gets them interested early and if thereôs a 
punnet of plants thereôs no harm in them being responsible for a couple of them. 
Even if they die, we live and learn and maybe an easier start them caring for   
goldfish.   
So, in short, a time to prepare the soil, make or repair raised beds, check on        
fertilizer supplies, gypsum + trace elements. Dig in well, when you use them. Itôs 
a shame so much gets wasted each year, and fruit is more expensive than ever. 
Enjoy the fruits coming into season oranges, lemons and grapefruit if you like 
them. 

SOIL PREPARATION 
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HISTORY ON THIS DAY 
29th August 

1833 Britainôs 1st Factory Act becomes law "to regulate the Labour of          
Children and young Persons in the Mills and Factories of the United         
Kingdom" 

1882 Australia beats England by seven runs in a match dubbed the "Death of 
English cricket," Australian fast bowler Fred Spofforth gets 14-90                    
(7-46 & 7-44) 

30th August 

1835 City of Melbourne, Australia, is founded 

31st August 

1888 The body of Jack the Ripper's first victim, Mary Ann Nichols, is found in Whitechapel in London's East End 

1897 Thomas Edison patents the Kinetoscope [kinetographic camera], a device which produces moving pictures 

1st September 

1874 Sydney General Post Office opens in Australia 

1906 British New Guinea placed under Australian       
administration 

2nd September 

1666 Great Fire of London begins at 2am in Pudding 
Lane, 80% of London is destroyed 

3rd September 

1935 First automobile to exceed 300 mph: British racer Malcolm Campbell powers Bluebird 
to 301.129 mph at Bonneville Salt Flats, Utah 

4th September 

1888 George Eastman patents the first roll-film camera and registers the brand name "Kodak" 

5th September 

1666 Firebreaks finally bring the Great Fire of London under control, leaving 13,200 houses 
destroyed and eight dead 

6th September 

3114 BC Date Maya/Mesoamerican Long Count Calendar starts dating from (as corresponds 
to the Julian Calendar). 

7th September 

1695 English pirate Henry Every and his crew aboard the 
Fancy capture the armed Mughal trading ship Ganj-i-Sawai 
in the Arabian Sea, in one of the most profitable raids in 
history with loot of between Ã325,000 and Ã600,000. The 
East India Company later compensates for the loss after 
Mughal Emperor, Aurangzeb closed five ports to     
English trade 

1888 Edith Eleanor McLean is the first baby to be placed in an incubator, at State Emi-
grant Hospital on Ward's Island, New York 

1902 In Australia, the whole nation observes a 'day of humiliation' and prays for rain as 
a terrible drought kills livestock and threatens crops; rain begins to fall on September 10 

8th September 

1504 Michelangelo's statue of David is unveiled in Florence 

9th September 

1839 English scientist and astronomer John Herschel takes the first glass plate           
photograph 

Patent for ñKodakò 

Children Lining up for work outside a factory 

Motor Racer 
Malcolm Campbell 
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The SEGRA Foundation is calling on WAôs not-for-profit sector to come together for a one-of-a-kind event, the        
Not-For-Profit Success in the Bush Forum 2025, to be held on Friday, 17 October 2025 at Beaumonde On the Point, 
Perth. 
Consistent challenges in finding and keeping volunteers as well as operational funding have been shared with the 
SEGRA Foundation over the past year. 
Not-for-profits (NFP) in rural communities provide services such as health care, childcare, sport and recreation, tourism 
services and more ï all essential contributors to their communities attractiveness and vitality.  
The full-day forum will bring together community leaders, board members, volunteers, and NFP staff from across      
regional WA to share real stories, practical strategies, and innovative solutions that have made a tangible difference in 
rural communities. 
ñRegional not-for-profits face unique challenges, particularly in small rural towns, but are led by passionate volunteers 
and committed boards,ò says Caroline Robinson, Director of the SEGRA Foundation. ñThis forum is designed to     
highlight those stories and provide tools and connections to help other rural clubs and associations succeed.ò 
The forum program features an impressive line-up of sessions, including The National Rural Volunteering Roadmap 
with Professor Kirsten Holmes (UWA) and The Benefits of AI for NFPs presented by Dimity Smith from GroRural.  
Attendees will learn from case studies on saving the country pub, with real stories from Darkan, Mogumber, and 
Ongerup; as well as insights on streamlining sports governance in small populations. Funding and sustainability take 
centre stage in the Whereôs the Money? session, while the interactive Where Are All the Volunteers? workshop tackles 
one of the sectorôs biggest challenges ï people. 
The program also explores the value of community foundations with Dylan Smith and concludes with a Community 
Foundations Panel featuring leaders shaping the future of regional funding initiatives through community foundations 
that invest back into the people and infrastructure of their communities. 
Event Details: 

ШFriday, 17 October 2025 

ᾈШBeaumonde On the Point, Perth 

Ш8:45 AM ï 4:45 PM (Networking drinks until 6:00 PM) 
Tickets are now available. Grab yours at www.segra.com.au 

SUCCESS IN THE BUSH FORUM 
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By: Merredin Library 
They say that nothing is certain in life except for death and taxes. However, change is also inevitable. The weather is 
constantly changing, trends are always moving on (thankfully it is no longer ótrendyô to wear a three-foot tall headpiece 
with a sailing ship for added detail), and stock at the Merredin Library is always changing. Here is a taste of what is 
new. Can you guess the óthemeô? 
óShe shapes historyô by Sita Sargeant. 
This book, written by tour guide and self-named history nerd, Sita Sargeant, aims to set the record straight and unearth 
the untold stories of the remarkable women behind many Australian icons, including the Sydney Harbour Bridge,    
Melbourneôs trams, and the cityscape of Canberra. The book includes unknown histories as well as walking tours or 
each of Australiaôs major cities. 
óWhat a ripper!ô by Tim Ross. 
This book celebrates 60 objects that were designed and made in Australia between the 1960ôs and the 1990ôs. The book 
contains colourful photographs, untold stories, and narratives, highlighting the high standard of Australian design. Do 
you remember the Kambrook Family urn, or the KE 12 Kettle? Did you know that the aircraft slider raft for emergency 
exits is Australian, as is the dual-flush toilet? Take a trip down memory lane and be amazed. 
óScience year by yearô the ultimate visual guide to discoveries that changed the world. 
Did you know that the time between major discoveries is becoming shorter and shorter? A type of wheel was used in 
neolithic times, the wheelbarrow was developed in 100BC, a steam engine in 1816, the four-stroke engine in 1876, the 
liquid fueled rocket in 1926 and the rotary engine in 1956. Be amazed at the changes in science, medicine, information, 
robotics and more. 
Membership  
Remember, all Merredin Library members have free 24/7 access to e-resources. Run out of reading material in the   
middle of the night? Not a problem. You can log in and download something to read anytime -for FREE. 
Social Media 
Check out the Merredin Regional Library Facebook page to see whatôs coming up. The library is warm in winter and 
cool in summer. Just the place to come in a spend some time, reading in a corner, or helping complete a jigsaw. 
Canôt find what you are looking for? Ask the friendly staff for a suggestion or check out our book displays. This month 
the theme is green, or spring. Ask about our call and collect service if you are too busy to come in and browse. 
See you soon! 

LIBRARY MUSINGS 
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HOUSEHOLD HINTS 

By: Merredin Library 

These handy food hints are from the Merredin Mercury 1942 

These hints may be new to you, but they are practical and effective. 

Always cook green vegetables in a small amount of water, tightly covered and in the shortest possible time to get the 

fullest flavour and food value. It is a good idea to add the salt half way  

through the cooking. 

Adding half a teaspoon of sugar to vegetables such as corn, peas or carrots gives extra flavour, especially if the      

particular vegetables in question happen to be on the old side. 

Wash leafy green vegetables such as spinach, silverbeet and cabbage in slightly warm water. The water clinging to 

the leaves will be sufficient for their cooking. 

When cooking cauliflower, cabbage, onions or beetroot, one teaspoon of lemon juice or vinegar added to the water 

helps to retain the full  colour of the vegetable. 

Instead of adding dabs of butter to vegetables just before serving, pour over a little melted butter. This gives a    

quicker, more thorough  

seasoning. 

BIOSECURITY BLITZ 
Scanning for land and water invaders 
Vigilance is key 

Spotting invasive species early helps prevent pest outbreaks and protects our local environment. When community 

members report what they see, we can identify these species quickly and act before they spread. Your observations 

make a real difference in managing these threats. 

Power in numbers 

Keen-eyed observers across Western Australia can sign up to take part in DPIRDôs Biosecurity Blitz 2025 (16 October 

to 16 November) to report not just pests, but also unsung beneficial organisms that play a vital role in maintaining    

ecological balance, pollination, and naturally help control pest populations. 

Past Biosecurity Blitz observations revealed increased sightings of beneficial bugs like hover flies and lacewings in   

urban gardens, clear signs that habitat-friendly practices are taking root across local communities. Predators, such as 

lacewings, ladybirds, and predatory mites, actively hunt and consume pests. Parasitic wasps, hover flies, and even some 

spiders, lay their eggs on or inside pest species. Their larvae then feed on the host, often killing it in the process. 

Community observations help shape the story of WAôs biodiversity. What new discoveries will this yearôs Biosecurity 

Blitz uncover? DPIRD encourages people of all ages to sign up, download 

the MyPestGuideÈ Reporter app, submit sightings, and share photos to 

help map beneficial species and confirm the absence of exotic pests across 

WA. 

Donôt forget the waterways  

Biosecurity Blitz 2025 isnôt just about gardens and bushlandðitôs also 

about whatôs lurking in our waterways. Invasive aquatic species like carp 

and the carpet sea squirt (Didemnum Vexillum) threaten WAôs biodiversity 

and can spread through floods, fishing, boating, and pet release. Other 

pests like non-native crustaceans, molluscs, and worms, can disrupt        

ecosystems and impact industries like aquaculture and tourism.  

Even hardy aquarium fish can become invasive if released. Pearl cichlids, 

for example, are not native to Australia and compete aggressively with   

local species. Originally 5ï15 cm as pets, theyôve grown to over 30 cm in 

Perth waterways! 

While taking part in the Blitz, report any sightings of released aquarium 

fish using the MyPestGuideÈ Reporter app. Your actions help protect 

WAôs aquatic ecosystems. Happy hunting! 

Report damaging pests on land or water with MyPestGuideÈReporter  
Carp (Koi) - Canning River pest survey. 
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ST MARYõS 
By: St Maryôs  

 

National Science Week ï Decoding the Universe 

During the 11th and 15th of August, classes enjoyed celebrating National Science Week. 
Scitech released virtual live excursions each day which classes in Year 2-6 enjoyed being a 
part of. The virtual excursions included interviews with Australian Scientists and           
Astronauts, experiments and quizzes to test our knowledge. Classes also enjoyed exploring 
the NASA website, making rockets and making astronauts. The Pre Primary class loved      
getting messy while making moon rocks. 

SSWA Cup  

Congratulations to our eleven students who travelled to Perth on Wednesday to represent St Maryôs in Perth at the 
SSWA Champions Cup. Our team had some great wins and a few very close games where they only lost by one goal! 
Unfortunately, the cup had to be cancelled early due to lightening, but luckily most games had been played by then. 
Thank you to Estelle Madaffari for coaching, Maureen Wilson for managing and Jade Healey-Ratima for umpiring. 

Assembly 

The Pre-Primary class did a fantastic job at presenting their assembly item on Thursday the 21st of August which was all 
about how it is ok to make mistakes! A very important message for everyone no matter how old you are! The children 
then visited the Senior Centre to present their assembly item. While our little ones were a little nervous to begin with, 
our seniors thoroughly enjoyed their show. After the show the Pre-Primaries entertained the seniors with some games 
and enjoyed doing some colouring in together. 
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By: Merredin College 

 

Science Week 

Classrooms across Merredin College were buzzing with curiosity, creativity, and hands-on        

exploration as we celebrated National Science Week 2025. This yearôs theme, Decoding the     

Universe ï Exploring the Unknown with Natureôs Hidden Language,     

inspired students from Kindergarten to Year 6 to take on fascinating 

STEM challenges, make surprising discoveries, and look at the world in 

new ways. 

In Primary, our young scientists embraced a 

range of activities that encouraged                

observation, problem-solving, and pattern 

recognitionðskills at the heart of scientific 

thinking. Activities ranged from studying the 

intricate details of leaves in Nature & Art    

Observations, creating colourful patterns 

in Sensory Stamps, and learning to track      

animals in Decoding Animal Prints, to     

building sundials in Decoding Shadows,      

exploring the wonders of the Fibonacci       

sequence in flowers, and even communicating 

in code with torches in Communicate with 

Light. Upper primary students took on big    

picture thinking with our Large-Scale Solar 

System activity, moving as planets and        

asteroids to understand the vast distances and patterns of our universe. 

Secondary students and staff celebrated Science Week in line with the theme Decoding the 

Universe by participating in a variety of exciting lunchtime activities that tested curiosity, 

problem-solving, and teamwork skills. 

On Monday, we explored Whatôs Hiding in Plain Sight, where participants decoded       

mystery microscope images. 

On Tuesday, they took part in Classified Secrets, cracking secret codes and piecing          

together puzzles. 

On Thursday, we Launched into Space by throwing meteors to score points for our Houses. 

To end the week with a bang, we gathered on the oval to launch rockets 

and reveal our Science Week House winners ï in true science          

fashion ï with an explosive display of óElephantôs Toothpasteô! 

 Congratulations to Law House, who took 1st place with 910 

points in Science Week! 

 2nd place: Mitchell ï 900 points 

 3rd place: Kelly ï 780 points 

 4th place: Growden ï 510 points 

Throughout the week, students not only explored the science             

curriculum but also made connections to First Nations knowledge systems, learning how patterns, observations, and 

natural signs have been read and understood for thousands of years. 

A huge thank you to our teachers for preparing such engaging activities and to our students for approaching each        

challenge with curiosity and enthusiasm. Science Week 2025 was truly a celebration of learning, exploration, and the 

wonders of our universe. 

MERREDIN COLLEGE 


