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COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at  25th January 2021  

Tested  707,133 

Confirmed Cases 894  

Recovered 873  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 12  

 COVID-19 in Australia  

WAñCases 894ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 118 ñDeaths 3  

NSWñCases 5,090ñDeaths 54  

NTñCases 98ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 1,305ñDeaths 6  

SAñCases 596ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 234ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 20,442ñDeaths 820  

.ŜƴŎǳōōƛƴ - .ǊǳŎŜ wƻŎƪ - /ƻǊǊƛƎƛƴ - 5ƻƻŘƭŀƪƛƴŜ - YŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴ - aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ - aƻƻǊƛƴŜ wƻŎƪ - aǳƪƛƴōǳŘƛƴ - bŀǊŜƳōŜŜƴ - bǳƴƎŀǊƛƴ - {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /Ǌƻǎǎ - ¢ŀƳƳƛƴ - ¢ǊŀȅƴƛƴƎ - ²Ŝǎǘƻƴƛŀ 
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Roving Reporters Chillinô in Corrigin 
By ROVING REPORTERS, 
PETER & JENNI BARRETT 

1. It was relaxed 

We rolled into town at about 8am on 
Saturday and caught up with the very 
affable Ivor the newsagent, our main 
outlet for The Phoenix in Corrigin.  
The ride through Bruce Rock and 
Ardath was enjoyable and 
invigorating and had given us an 
appetite.  The heavenly smell of 
fresh food and coffee wafted over 
from the cafe across the street.  Upon 
entering this establishment we were 

greeted by a large contingent of 
Corriginôs seniors enjoying a quiet 
relaxing Saturday morning.  This 
gathering seemed to be something of 
a ritual and indeed we learnt that this 
coffee appreciation gathering had 
taken place every Saturday morning 
since the cafe opened. 

2. It was a Seniorsô paradise 

In contrast to Narembeen we 
couldnôt help noticing the 
preponderance of over-60s that 
morning compared to kids.  We put 
this down to it being January and 

considered it likely that the young 
tend to desert Corrigin during the 
school holidays. The local swimming 
pool looked particularly inviting but 
contained only water when we rode 
past.  One wag told us Corrigin was 
ñgopher-townò.  

3. There are two supermarkets 

Grocery competition is conspicuous 
in Corrigin.  Ivor told me the 
independent supermarket a few 
doors down was once the business 
of cricket legend Terry Jenner and 
that they have a unique reward 
system that helps the local economy 
by issuing vouchers that can be 
redeemed at participating local 
businesses.  We were impressed by 
such a vibrant retail sector and quite 
envied the Corrigin consumersô 
good fortune. 

4. It was quite Luxuriant 

The colour green is more noticeable 
in Corrigin than most other towns we 
visit.  Was it the southern latitude?  
This is the most southerly town in 
The Phoenixôs footprint.  ñMiss B.'s 
Parkò at the top of Campbell Street 
was a particularly pleasant spot to 
relax in the cool shade and have 
lunch.  There are barbecues and very 
well maintained public toilets there 

(Continued on page 3) 
/ƻǊǊƛƎƛƴ /ƻũŜŜ /ƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ¦ǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōƛƎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ /ƻǊǊƛƎƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ 
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л-п !Ƴƛǘȅ IŜŀƭǘƘ tƭŀȅƎǊƻǳǇτŎŀƭƭ 
/ƭŀƛǊŜ {ƳƛǘƘ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ŎǎƳƛǘƘϪŀƳƛǘȅƘŜŀƭǘƘΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ 

! /ƘƻƛǊŜŘ ¢ŀǎǘŜς aƻƴŘŀȅǎ тǇƳτ
фǇƳ ŀǘ пт /ƻǊƻƴŀǝƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ /ŀƭƭ 
9ƳƳŀ !ƛǘƪŜƴ лпут орм мст ƻǊ /ƘƭƻŜ 
²ƛƭƭŎƻŎƪǎ  
лпоу уфм тсмΦ 

!ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘτ/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
tŀǳƭƛƴŜ флпп млтс ƻǊ {ǳ лпнт пмн 
тлфΦ 

.ƻƻǘǎŎƻƻǝƴƎτaƻƴŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ тǇƳ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ǳƳƳƛƴǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΦ  CƛǊǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ 
ŦǊŜŜΦ  .ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘΦ /ŀƭƭ 
!ƴƧƻŜŜƴ ƻƴ флпм оллр ƻǊ ǎŜŜ {ǳŜ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ /ƘŜƳƛǎǘ ƻǊ [ȅƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜΦ 

Dƭƻōŀƭ /ŀǊŀǾŀƴ ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ 5ŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
5ǊǳƳƳƛƴƎτ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /w/Φ рǇƳΥ .ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ŘŀƴŎŜ 
ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  рΦолǇƳΥ ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ ŘǊǳƳƳƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  
сΦллǇƳ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  /ŀƭƭ 
YƛǊǎǘȅ ƻƴ флпм млпмΦ    

aŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜŘτ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ нǇƳτрǇƳΦ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ tŜǘŜǊ aŎ/ǊŀŜ ƻƴ лпнт снр 
лнт ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ !ǊƳȅ /ŀŘŜǘ ¦ƴƛǘ рмлτCƻǊ 
ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
hŶŎŜǊ ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƎŜ нƴŘ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ 
YŀǊƛƴŘŀ {ƳƛǘƘ aƻō лпнт лул фмоΦ  

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ŀƳŜǊŀ /ƭǳōτ9Ƴŀƛƭ 5ŀƛƴŀ 
ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ŀǘ ŘŀƛƴŀǎǳǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘϪ 
ōƛƎǇƻƴŘΦŎƻƳΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘτ{ǳƴŘŀȅǎ 
млŀƳ ƻƴ ¢ƘǊƻǎǎŜƭƭ wƻŀŘΦ  YƛŘǎ /ƭǳōτ
Yτ¸ŜŀǊ с CǊƛŘŀȅǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜǊƳ 
оΦмрǇƳτрΦллǇƳΦ  Dǳȅǎ hƴƭȅ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 
DǊƻǳǇ ¸ŜŀǊ сτ¸ŜŀǊ мнΦ  9ǾŜǊȅ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜǊƳ оΦолǇƳτ
рΦллǇƳΦ wƻǎǎ лпоф фсп пссΦ   

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ DŀǊŘŜƴ 
DǊƻǳǇτŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ WǳƭƛŜ 
bƛŎƻƭŜǩ ƻƴ лпну пмп тсо ƻǊ ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎƎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
/ŜƴǘǊŜτ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ нпǘƘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 
рΦолǇƳΦ  

/haa¦bL¢¸ /![9b5!w 

What are your thoughts about Australia Day?  Should the date change? 

 

 

 

 

 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ CƛƴŜ !Ǌǘǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅτbŜǿ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ 9ƴǉǳƛǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ лпнф сно лумΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ aǳǎŜǳƳ ϧ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 
{ƻŎƛŜǘȅτbŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 
пǘƘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ рǇƳΦ 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ wƛƅŜ /ƭǳōτ/ŀƭƭ {ǘŜǾŜ ŦƻǊ 
ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ƻƴ лпст мто троΦ 

aƻƻǊŘƛǘƧ aƛŀ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎτ/ŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘ 
ǳƴǝƭ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǝŎŜΦ  /ŀƭƭ лпнт пмн 
тлфΦ 

tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ .ŀǇǝǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘτ
YŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴ ммŀƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΦ 
tƘ лпор нуп тфсΦ 

tƭŀȅƎǊƻǳǇτ/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ YǊƛǎǘȅ {ƘŀǊǇ ƻƴ 
лплл нпс мноΦ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜτŎŀƭƭ WŜŀƴƴŜǧŜ CŜƎŀƴ 
лпнф птм пнр ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ ¢Ŝŀτ
{ǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ ǳƴǝƭ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǝŎŜΦ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ /ǊŀƊ DǊƻǳǇτ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ 
млŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ  

{ŜƴƛƻǊǎ DŜƴǘƭŜ DȅƳτ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ 
нǇƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ 

{ŜǾŜƴǘƘ-Řŀȅ !ŘǾŜƴǝǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘτIŀǎ 
ǊŜ-ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ   /ŀƭƭ лпнф ттл оомΦ 

{ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 
aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴτCŀǘƘŜǊ !ƴŘǊŜǿ .ƻǿǊƻƴΣ 
tƘ  флпм мммуΦ 

¢ŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘτaŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 
млΦол ς мнƴƻƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ м CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 
нлнмΦ 

¦ƴƛǝƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘτCƛƊƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ фŀƳ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ /ŀƭƭ лпну мнр смоΦ 

²Ŝǎǘƻƴƛŀ /ǊƻǉǳŜǘ /ƭǳōτ/ŀƭƭ WƻƘƴ 
/ƻǊǎƛƴƛ ƻƴ лпнф пст мтл ƻǊ YŜƛǘƘ 
5ƻǿƴǎōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ƻƴ лпун ппр лпсΦ 

²ƛƭŘƅƻǿŜǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ 
.ǊŀƴŎƘτ/ŀƭƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀƭ IŀǊǇŜǊ ƻƴ 
лпот оуу нфнΦ 

t¦¢ ¸h¦w /haa¦bL¢¸ 9±9b¢ Lb 
¢I9 /haa¦bL¢¸ /![9b5!w  
/ŀƭƭ флпм млпм 

Have your say ¢I9 tIh9bL· 
tǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŦƻǊǘƴƛƎƘǘƭȅ  
ммл .ŀǊǊŀŎƪ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ  aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ                
tƘΥ флпм млпм  CŀȄΥ флпм млпн 

5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ ό! ²99Y .9Chw9 L{{¦9 5!¢9ύ 
!ǊǝŎƭŜǎΥ  рǇƳ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 

!ŘǾŜǊǘǎΥ .ƻƻƪƛƴƎ рǇƳ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 
/ƻǇȅ ŬƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ммŀƳ CǊƛŘŀȅ    
/ƭŀǎǎƛŬŜŘǎΥ млŀƳ aƻƴŘŀȅ 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ флпм млпм 

/ƻƴǘŜƴǘκǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴτYƛǊǎǘȅ wƻŎƘŦƻǊŘ  
ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴϪƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎǊŎΦŎƻƳ 
/ƻƴǘŜƴǘτ5ŜōōƛŜ aƻǊǊƛǎ 
ƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴϪŎǊŎΦƴŜǘΦŀǳ 
!ŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎτ 

ƳŀǊƪŜǝƴƎϪƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎǊŎΦŎƻƳ 
¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9Řƛǝƻƴǎ 

мнǘƘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ϧ нсǘƘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 
мнǘƘ aŀǊŎƘ ϧ нсǘƘ aŀǊŎƘ 

!ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ 
ǿǿǿΦǇƘƻŜƴƛȄƴŜǿǎΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ 

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƴƎ Ϫ слл ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
.ŜƴŎǳōōƛƴΣ .ǊǳŎŜ wƻŎƪΣ /ƻǊǊƛƎƛƴΣ 
5ƻƻŘƭŀƪƛƴŜΣ YŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴΣ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴΣ 
aƻƻǊƛƴŜ wƻŎƪΣ aǳƪƛƴōǳŘƛƴΣ 

bŀǊŜƳōŜŜƴΣ bǳƴƎŀǊƛƴΣ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ǊƻǎǎΣ 
¢ŀƳƳƛƴΣ ¢ǊŀȅƴƛƴƎ ϧ ²ŜǎǘƻƴƛŀΦ 

Gabby Caporasoð
Thumbs down to the 
people that donôt get their 
cats or dogs sterilised.  
The local rescues in the 
Avon Valley are 
overflowing at the moment 
with strays that need 
homes.  

Vern MilesðThumbs 
down to the piazza, open 
the road. 

Lynda DaymanðThumbs 
up to Merredin Harvest 
Food Market shop, for 
their donation of veggies 
for hampers that go to the 
needy. 

Rosemary FraserðLeave it alone, it has been celebrated on this day for 
a long time and only recently have people decided itôs not politically 
correct. 

Ju MortonðI like the date celebrating when everyone became 
Australian Citizens back in 1949, to me it celebrates the whole nation as 
one.  It also celebrates the fact that Australia had embarked on a 
massive immigration programme from all over the world to build 
Australia as we know it today. 

Raymond GillinðTo move forward, first you must learn to forgive.  

Chloe FlockartðThe 26th of January was elected as the day in 1994 
and has always been a point of contention.  By changing the date you 
will allow for a day of mourning to take place and be respected.  If you 
support a day of mourning such as ANZAC day and would find it 
disrespectful for people to party and celebrate lives lost, perhaps you 
can understand why moving Australia Day  could be a great thing.  

Aaron CrookðPeople that are upset about the push to change the date 
of an event need to grow thicker skin.  

Nicky LilyðThumbs up to 
all the lovely Merredin 
people my kids and I have 
met and made us feel 
welcome since we moved 
here three weeks ago.  
Thank you.  
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as well.  Huge sugar gums give 
Kunjin Street an oasis feel.  Lush 
Buffalo lawns in front of 21st 
century brick houses are common 
features in the townsite. 

5. The Dog in a Ute 

In 2002 Corrigin set a world record 
that has never been beaten.  A 
procession of 1,527 dogs in utes, 
easily obliterating the previous 
record-holder Warrnamboolôs 
pathetic 797, wound its way through 
town to the thunderous applause of 
five thousand onlookers.  This 
prompted Brendan Grylls to 
announce the feat in the West 
Australian Parliament and there are 
many reminders of this extraordinary 
achievement in canine mass transit 
throughout the townsite and 
surrounding area.  It is part of the 
spirit of the Wheatbelt to assemble 
amusing roadside sculptures for the 
cultural edification of passing 
motorists and a significant 
commemorative contribution to this 
flourishing trend can be seen about 
7km out on the road to Gorge Rock. 

6. The Dog Cemetery 

5km west of town is a large stone 
working dog standing sentry at the 
entrance to this unique facility, 
established in 1974.  The story goes 
that a bloke wanted to bury his dog 
at this site because it was their 
favourite place for a walk.  The idea 
took off from there and now over 
200 of our best friends are interred 

(Continued from page 1) 

Roving Reporters Chillinô in Corrigin cont. 
there. You donôt have to be from 
Corrigin to bury your dog there but 
you must inform the Shire 
beforehand. Some of the monuments 
were very whimsical.  Definitely 
worth a visit. 

7. Gorge Rock 

The Yilgarn Block is that 
unbelievably ancient slab of rock 
beneath the Wheatbelt that manifests 
itself as enormous domed islands of 
lichen-covered granite and diorite.  
In Corrigin it appears on the eastern 
edge of town as Corrigin Rock and 
also 20 or so kilometres down the 
Kondinin Road as Gorge Rock.  The 
familiar wave-like formations are 
there, similar to those at Hyden and 
others.  Just as was done with the 
others, Gorge Rock was engineered 
to catch rainwater, and the remains 
of a small community can be found 
there.  We found it an easy walk 
from the picnic area to the cool 
refreshing swimming dam, which 
was still at least 6ft deep. We saw 
zipline anchor points and a diving 
board mounting.  This place would 
have been alive with fun half a 
century ago. 

8. The Dilling Railway 

Corrigin was an important part of the 
now disused (but hopefully not 
abandoned) Tier 3 railway network 
and the old line meanders south 
beyond the CBH bin through the 
Nature Reserve in a very picturesque 
setting.  Itôs another must-visit for 
hard-bitten train nuts like us.  The 
old Dilling siding near Rabbit Proof 
Fence Road is a good place to start 
an 8km or so walk back to town and 
take it all in.  Birdwatchers are 
rewarded with a rich visual feast of 
local species.  

9. The struggle for identity 

Although the area was always known 
as Corrigin, the railways would not 
accept that name because they 

already had a siding called 
ñKorrijinò, pronounced exactly the 
same.  Thus the townsite was 
gazetted as ñDondakinò in 1913, 
much to the distaste of the 
inhabitants.  It took the best part of a 
yearôs protesting before the railways 
relented and renamed Korrijin as 
ñBickeyò, as in ñChocky Bickeyò.  
Corrigin was finally allowed to have 
its name back.  I have not been able 
to determine the location of Korrijin/
Bickey, perhaps due to a determined 
effort by offended Corrigin pioneers 
to wipe it off the face of the earth.... 

10. Our Missionary work, the 
story so far 

Part of our Job Description is a 
requirement to seek out potential 
correspondents and content providers 
for The Phoenix and as such, we 
have been consistently opportunistic 
in our efforts to propagate such a 
suggestion in every town we visit.  
We need people to tell us in plain 
words what life is like as a local in 
your town.  So far our tally of 
outpost correspondents has reached 
the dizzy heights of zero.  People 
seem too shy or something.  Doesnôt 
matter if it seems banal.  We will 
make it interesting, in glorious 
colour!  

aƛǎǎ .Ωǎ tŀǊƪ 
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Court Report  
22nd December 2020 

Perth Courthouse 

Jamie-Lee Purser was convicted of 
damaging property by graffiti.  She 
received a 6 months Community 
Based Order, and was ordered to pay 
compensation of $1690. 

12th January 2021 

Merredin Courthouse 

Shawn Bateman appeared on a 
charge of driving with prescribed 
illicit drug in oral fluid or blood.  
The matter was adjourned to 
Northam on the 25th January 2021.   

William Bear was convicted of 
dangerous driving.  He was fined 
$800 and ordered to pay costs of 
$248.70. 

Hugh Brown was convicted on 4 
counts of possessing a prohibited 
drug.  He was fined $1000 and 
ordered to pay costs of $248.70. 

Jason Bushell appeared on charges 
of having no authority to drive- 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension) and dangerous driving.  
The matters were adjourned to 
appear in Merredin on the 23rd 
February 2021. 

Beau Champney plead guilty to 
driving with a prescribed illicit drug 
in oral fluid or blood.  He was fined 
$300, ordered to pay costs of 
$248l.70 and an analyst fee of $185.  

Robyn Creusot appeared on charges 
of breach of bail undertaking, 
common assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation, 
without lawful excuse trespassed on 
a place, and criminal damage or 
destruction of property.  She was 
remanded to appear in Northam on 
the 22nd February 2021. 

Harley D'Arcy was convicted of 
having no authority to drive 
(expired).  He was fined $150 and 
ordered to pay costs of $248.70. 

Christopher Davis was convicted of 
the use of an unlicensed light 
vehicle, being the driver of a vehicle 
which failed to comply with a 
direction to stop, reckless driving 
and possession of a prohibited drug 
(Cannabis).  He was fined $2500 and 
had his licence suspended for 2 
years. 

Allan Hayden was convicted of 
disorderly behaviour in public.  He 
was fined $600 and ordered to pay 
costs of $248.70. 

Dwayne Hayden was convicted of 
disorderly behaviour in public.  He 
was fined $700 and ordered to pay 
costs of $248.70. 

Luke Keamy appeared on charges of 
stalking and using a carriage service 
to menace, harass or cause offence.  
He was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 23rd February 2021. 

Gary Lee-Archer was convicted of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant.  He was fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $248.70. 

Jack Matheson plead guilty to failing 
to comply with the requirements 
made by a member of the Police 
force.  He was fined $500, ordered to 
pay costs of $248.70, and had his 
licence suspended for 6 months. 

Henry McIntosh plead guilty to 
exceeding 0.08g of alcohol per 
100ml of blood.  He was fined 
$1200, ordered to pay costs of 
$248.70, and had his licence 
suspended for 17 months. 

Samuel Nepia was convicted of 
having no authority to drive - 
cancelled.  He was fined $1500, 
ordered to pay costs of $248.70, and 
had his licence suspended for a 
further 9 months. 

Kirsty Newitt appeared on a charge 
of cultivating a prohibited plant.  The 
matter was adjourned to appear in 
Merredin on the 20th April 2021. 

Ashlee Olston plead guilty to a 
charge of dangerous driving.  She 
was fined $800 and ordered to pay 
costs of $248.70. 

Scott Paton appeared on a charge of 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended).  The matter was 
dismissed. 

Joshua Powell appeared on a charge 
of breaching a Family Violence 
Restraining Order.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Merredin on 
the 2nd February 2021. 

Mitchell Reveley appeared on a 
charge of exceeding the speed limit 
between 30 and 40 km/h. The matter 
was adjourned to appear in Merredin 
on the 23rd June 2021. 

Nikeeta Robinson appeared on 
charges of disorderly behaviour in 
public, assaulting a Public Officer, 
reckless driving, endangering the 
life, health or safety of a person and 
behaving in a disorderly manner in a 
Police Station or lock-up.  The 
matters were adjourned to appear in 
Merredin on the 9th March, 2021. 

Ashley Taylor appeared on charges 
of driving with a prescribed illicit 
drug in oral fluid or blood, having no 
authority to drive - suspended (other 
than fines suspension), a breach of 
bail undertaking, being armed or 
pretending to be armed in a way that 
may cause fear, stealing a motor 
vehicle (as defined in section 371A 
Criminal Code), a breach of Police 
Order and damaging property. He 
was remanded to appear in Merredin 
on the 2nd February 2021. 

Courtney Taylor was convicted of 
failing to comply with a direction.  
She was fined $1000 and ordered to 
pay costs of $248.70. 

Janice Taylor appeared on a charge 
of common assault in circumstances 
of aggravation or racial aggravation.  
She was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 2nd February 2021. 

Jeffrey Thomas was listed to appear 
on charges of disorderly behaviour in 
public, 2 counts of threatening to 
kill, 2 counts of criminal damage or 
destruction of property and 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(Cannabis).  He failed to appear.  A 
warrant was issued for his arrest. 

Peter Tobin appeared on charges of 
failing to leave a licensed premises 
when required to do so by an 
authorised person, re-enter licensed 
premises within 24 hrs, and 
obstructing Public Officers.  The 
matters were adjourned to appear in 
Merredin on the 20th April 2021. 

Steven Trott was convicted of 
driving with prescribed illicit drug in 
oral fluid or blood.  He was fined 
$300, ordered to pay costs of 
$248.70 and an analyst fee of $185. 

Melville Verhoeven appeared on 
charges of driving with prescribed 
illicit drug in oral fluid or blood, 2 
counts of disorderly behaviour in 
public with intent to do grievous 
bodily harm unlawfully wounds 
another, 2 counts of being armed or 
pretending to be armed in a way that 
may cause fear and possessing a 
prohibited plant. The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Perth on the 
23rd March 2021. 

Zak Waru appeared on charges of 
having no authority to drive - 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension), willfully mislead a 
person performing a function under a 
road law, failing to comply with 
requirements made by a member of 
the Police Force, and being the 
driver of a vehicle which failed to 
comply with a direction to stop.  The 
matters were adjourned to appear in 
Mandurah on the 2nd February 2021. 

Jamie Wilkins was convicted of 
failing to comply with a direction.  
He was fined $1000 and ordered to 
pay costs of $248.70. 

Kenneth Wolfenden appeared on 
charges of failing to comply with a 
requirement to provide a sample of 
oral fluid for drug testing, breach of 
Police Order, common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation, and 128 counts of 
breaching a Family Violence 
Restraining Order or Violence 
Restraining Order.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Merredin on 
the 13th January 2021. 

Nathan Wright was convicted of 
failing to comply with the 
requirements made by a member of 
the Police Force.  He was fined 
$500, ordered to pay costs of 
$248.70 and had his licence 
suspended for 6 months. 

Simon Nelson appeared on charges 
of driving with a prescribed illicit 

drug in oral fluid or blood, and 
having no authority to drive (never 
held).  The matters were adjourned 
to appear in Perth on the 22nd 
January 2021. 

Patrick Pickett appeared on charges 
of obscene acts in public, and 2 
counts of unlawful wounding.  He 
was remanded to appear in Perth on 
the 22nd February 2021. 

Michael Hallett appeared on 21 
counts of being a person who was 
cruel to an animal.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Merredin on 
the 23rd February 2021. 

Nigel Hallett appeared on 13 counts 
of being a person who was cruel to 
an animal.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Merredin on 
the 23rd February 2021. 

Hallett Farm Group Pty Ltd appeared 
on 9 counts of being a person who 
was cruel to an animal.  The matters 
were adjourned to appear in 
Merredin on the 23rd February 2021. 

Hillview Farm Pty Ltd appeared on 4 
counts of being a person who was 
cruel to an animal.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Merredin on 
the 23rd February 2021. 

Pinehill Farm Pty Ltd appeared on 5 
counts of being a person who was 
cruel to an animal.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Merredin on 
the 23rd February 2021. 

Sunpride Sheep Pty Ltd appeared on 
14 counts of being a person who was 
cruel to an animal.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Merredin on 
the 23rd February 2021. 

Perth Courthouse 

David Lindroth appeared on charges 
of while in the place of another 
without consent committed an 
offence (in aggravated 
circumstances).  He also appeared on 
2 counts of unlawful and indecent 
assault.  He was remanded to appear 
in Perth on the 23rd February 2021. 

13th January 2021 

Merredin Courthouse 

Kenneth Wolfenden was convicted 
of common assault in circumstances 
of aggravation or racial aggravation.  
He received a 1 year and 1 month 
Suspended Imprisonment Order, 
suspended for 12 months.  He was 
also convicted of breach of Police 
Order.  He was fined $500.  He was 
further convicted of failing to 
comply with a requirement to 
provide a sample of oral fluid for 
drug testing.  He was fined $500, 
ordered to pay costs of $248.70 and 
had his licence suspended for 6 
months.  He was also convicted of 
128 counts of breaching a Family 
Violence Restraining Order or 
Violence Restraining Order.  He 
received a 1 year and 1 month 
Suspended Imprisonment Order, 
suspended for 12 months. 
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14th January 2021 

Albany Courthouse 

Locklyn Carroll appeared on charges 
of aggravated indecent assault, and 
attempted aggravated home burglary 
with intent. He was remanded to 
appear in Albany on the 11th 
February 2021. 

18th January 2021 

Kununurra Courthouse 

Dylan Watson appeared on a charge 
of disorderly behaviour in public, 2 
counts of criminal damage or 
destruction of property, and 3 counts 
of without lawful excuse trespassed 
on a place.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Southern 
Cross on the 16th February 2021. 

Northam Courthouse 

Allan Hayden appeared on a charge 
of unlawful assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation, breach of protective bail 
conditions, and 22 counts of 
breaching a Family Violence 
Restraining Order.  He was 
remanded in custody to appear in 
Northam on the 1st February 2021. 

19th January 2021 

Midland Courthouse 

Joshua Macri appeared on a charge 
of breach of bail (fail to appear soon 
after), and 2 counts of assaulting a 
public officer.  He was remanded to 

appear in Midland on the 29th 
January 2021. 

Perth Courthouse 

Dwight Dodd appeared on a charge 
of obstructing public officers.  The 
matter was adjourned to appear in 
Perth on the 16th February 2021. 

Craig Taylor appeared on a charge of 
impeding another person's normal 
breathing or blood circulation by 
applying pressure to the neck.  He 
was remanded to appear in Perth on 
the 16th February 2021. 

22nd January 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Ralph Palmer appeared on previous 
charges.  The matters were adjourned 
to appear in Perth on the 5th 
February 2021. 

Andrew Sayas appeared on charges 
of possession of a prohibited drug 
with intent to sell or supply 
(Methylamphetamine), and 
possession of drug paraphernalia in 
or on which there was a prohibited 
drug or plant.  He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 5th March 
2021. 

Simon Nelson appeared on charges 
of driving with a prescribed illicit 
drug in oral fluid or blood, and 
having no authority to drive (never 
held).  The matters were adjourned 
to appear in Perth on the 12th 
February 2021. 

Court Report  

Peter 

Barrett 

Happy New Politics 

My Thoughts  

Iôm not normally prone to political 
thoughts.  Over the years I have 
developed an arsenal of 
psychological tools in order to filter 
them out.  Iôm sad to report however, 
that despite my industrious attempts 
at suppression my typically sterile 
political cognitive centres have been 
assailed by world events over the 
summer.  

Washington DC is situated roughly 
underfoot, as are we to them, and 
their clocks run 13 hours slow.  
When we have day they have night. 
When we have sunrise they have 
sunset the day before. Despite this 
vast separation, the goings-on there 
have a profound effect on us here in 
rural WA. 

I watched as the chief politician of 
the richest country in the world, a 
man with power to rule by decree 
and command a stupendous array of 
military dominance, seemed to ñlose 
the plotò.  I saw a bizarre band of 
clownish pirates scaling the walls of 
their parliament, smashing their way 
in and occupying the building, 
seemingly at the behest of the 
aforementioned chief, who appeared 
to have become completely 
delusional.  This country had a 
reputation for theatrics and 
melodrama and they were taking it to 
the next level before my very eyes. 
This show had all the ingredients of 
a box-office smash hit.  There was 
Q, the mysterious government 
prophet, cryptically predicting 
mayhem and some kind of Advent 
on January 20.  There was the slick 
suntanned New York lawyer, and  I 
watched as one by one their 
disciples, appearing to realise theyôd 
been had, began to abandon them. 

I took another sip of my Mexican 
beer with the pathological name and 
thanked my lucky stars all this was 
happening on the other side of this 
earth.  

Or was it? 

On the 5th of June last year two men 
smashed their way into the old 
courthouse museum in York, raised 
the flag of the Cross of St George 
and proclaimed themselves the new 
Chief Executives of the Sovereign 
Nation of New Westralia, describing 

the Australian flag as ñsatanicò. 
Their insurrection attempt was of 
course laughable, causing the local 
police no more than a few hours of 
bemused attention before they were 
arrested and charged. Nonetheless, I 
couldnôt help notice that both these 
coup attempts were founded on the 
conviction that there is an evil 
conspiracy projecting a veneer of 
propriety while committing all sorts 
of hideous crimes from within. 

Now WA secession is hardly a new 
concept.  In 1933 a referendum voted 
to separate from the Commonwealth 
of Australia by a ratio of two to one. 
The British parliament threw out the 
resulting proposal, pointing out there 
is no provision in the Australian or 
British constitution for such a 
divorce.  Lang Hancock and Norman 
Moore were vocal secessionists. I 
also notice Western Australia along 
with Quebec, Wales, Scotland and 
Basque Country are considered the 
states most likely to attempt 
secession. Now I notice the 
emergence of WAxit. Yes folks, 
rhymes with ñBrexitò. Headed by 
former Clive Palmer enthusiast 
Russell Sewell this new minor party 
appears to rise from the ashes of the 
Small Business Party and will be 
competing at the next election 
against the anti-vaxxer party etc for a 
lucky senate seat. 

Emboldened by all this revolutionary 
sentiment and to help us cope with 
this political drama, I have decided 
to start my own single-issue party 
dedicated to the fundamental right of 
every man, woman and child to have 
a lobotomy if they choose to.  Our 
flag will be a white sword on a white 
background. Join us! You know it 
makes sense. 

The óLetter to the Editorô and óMy Thoughtsô section of the Phoenix is a place for the 
community to express their views and opinions on issues that directly or indirectly affect 
any part of it.  The Editor would like to remind the community that The Phoenix reserves 
the right to refuse any contribution on the basis of ethics, which includes, but is not limited 
to, personal vendettas or attacks.  Please be aware that we do not ófact checkô óLetters to the 
Editorô or óMy Thoughtsô and therefore cannot guarantee the contents authenticity.   The 
Phoenix may or may not have the same opinion as the authors.  If you would like to reply 
to a particular author, please send a óLetter to the Editorô by emailing 
administration@merredincrc.com, or visiting the Merredin CRC.  
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Miaôs Local Hero GrantsðNew Funding Round 
Local Member for Central Wheatbelt Mia Davies 
MLA has announced the round 2 recipients of her 
Miaôs Local Hero Grants, a small grant program 
for the electorate.  

Twenty-six groups from across the Central 
Wheatbelt electorate were successful in securing 
small grants to support their work in the 
community.  

Ms Davies said the grants were designed to help 
support local community groups based across her 
electorate.  

ñAs the local Member Iôm pleased to offer small 
but meaningful grants to benefit the community,ò 
Ms Davies said.  

ñThe recipients are groups that support and enrich 
our local communities and are reliant on 
hardworking volunteers.  

ñMy program in this latest round provided $200 
grants and we received some fantastic 
applications.ò  

Recipients this round went to groups like Nungarin 
Menôs Shed to purchase fruit trees, the St Martyôs 
School P&F buy new music instruments and the 
Beverley Toy Library to buy new storage 
containers for their toys.  

ñThe grants provide an opportunity to show my 
support, thanks and appreciation for the 
hardworking volunteer and not-for-profit 
organisations that make such a difference in our 
community,ò she said.  

ñThe ability to bring a professional coach for a 
training session at the Beacon Tennis Club, host a 
community event for seniors in Quairading or 
purchase new equipment for Boddington Mosaic 
Group makes a big difference.ò  

The next round will open on 1st February 2021 and 
close on 26th February 2021.  

ñThe application process isnôt onerous, but it is 
competitive so make sure you explain clearly how 
the money will be used and why it will benefit the 
community or people you support,ò Ms Davies 
said.  

Funding can be used to support or sponsor a local 
event, contribute toward the purchase of new 
equipment or materials, or to assist a group to 
better support their members or community.  

Miaôs Local Hero Grants Successful Applicants 
Round 2 October 2020 

 

Bruce Rock 

Bruce Rock Netball Club: Implementing a new 
award 

Bruce Rock Shackleton Ardath Cricket Club: 
Install netting 

Ardath Tennis Club Inc: Assistance with Open Day 

Corrigin 

Corrigin Community Resource Centre: Repairs and 
Maintenance on community BBQ 

Merredin 

Merredin Show Inc: Purchase hats for committee 

St Maryôs School P&F: New music instruments 

Merredin District Lawn Tennis Club Inc: To host a 

professional coach 

Mukinbudin 

The Boodie RatsðOccasional Day Care: Assist 
with installation of extra shade 

Mukinbudin Swimming Club: Purchase new timing 
programs 

Narembeen 

Go Narembeen: Purchase new equipment 

Narembeen Community Resource Centre: 
Community event for volunteers 

Nungarin 

Nungarin Community Menôs Shed: Purchase fruit 
trees 


