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COVID -19 WA 

Statistics 

As at 29 June 2021  

Tested 1,307,429 

Confirmed Cases 1024  

Recovered 1010  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 5  

COVID-19 in Australia  
Vaccinations 6,114,522  

Fully Vaccinated 1,211,798  

 

WAñCases 1023ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 124 ñDeaths 3  

NSWñCases 5,778ñDeaths 54  

NTñCases 181ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 1,686ñDeaths 7  

SAñCases 794ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 234ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 20,708ñDeaths 820  
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By JULIE TOWNROW (nee 
MARLEY) 

So much of the Marley family 
adventure with trucks started at 
Nangeenan in 1961, when our 
parents purchased the Nangeenan 
Service Station which operated as a 
24 hour Truck Stop, General Store, 
Post Office and Telephone 
exchange.   

At that time the trucks were 
somewhat different than todayôs 
Kenworthôs and Macôs.  It is hard to 
imagine a Thames Trader that was 
manufactured by Ford and UK built 
between 1957 and 1965, making its 
way across the ñBulldustò Highway, 
as so many of the drivers referred to 
the Nullarbor Plain. 

If you were not a hardened óTruckerô 
it was customary for your truck and 
trailer to óPiggy Backô on a train, 
loading at Parkeston in Kalgoorlie, 
to be off loaded in Port Augusta in 
South Australia.  Nangeenan was a 
convenient distance from Perth or 
Kalgoorlie to make the óRogues 
Galleryô, as our Dinning Room was 
named, a popular stopover for truck 
re-fuelling and a feed with those 

Nangeenan Hall back in Community 
Care with Plans for the Future 

from Perth starting to arrive at 
11.30pm, and those from Parkeston 
at 11.30am.  So it was a fairly busy 
place, until The BP (then Mobile) 
Travel stop was built in Merredin in 
the late 1960ôs. 

From an early age the Marley 
children were often called upon to 
help out, with Frank becoming Dadôs 
right hand man, helping out at the 
Service Station as well as delivering 
drummed fuel and carting bagged 
super from the Nangeenan Railway 
Station to local farmers, naturally 

this is where the love of trucks and 
the transport industry started. 

Nangeenan has long been our family 
óplaceô and it was with great joy and 
pride that a long held desire to re-
purchase the iconic Nangeenan Hall, 
which is so synonymous in the 
District for people our age and older.  
This Hall bringing back memories of 
Saturday night dancing, Ted Pickôs 
Band, weddings and Christmas trees 
for the children in the district.  

(Continued on page 3) 



н               ¢I9 tIh9bL· CǊƛŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ нƴŘ нлнм 

 

¢I9 tIh9bL· 
tǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŦƻǊǘƴƛƎƘǘƭȅ  
ммл .ŀǊǊŀŎƪ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ  aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ                
tƘΥ флпм млпм  CŀȄΥ флпм млпн 

5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ ό! ²99Y .9Chw9 L{{¦9 5!¢9ύ 
!ǊǝŎƭŜǎΥ  рǇƳ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 

!ŘǾŜǊǘǎΥ .ƻƻƪƛƴƎ рǇƳ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 
/ƻǇȅ ŬƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ммŀƳ CǊƛŘŀȅ    
/ƭŀǎǎƛŬŜŘǎΥ млŀƳ aƻƴŘŀȅ 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ флпм млпм 

/ƻƴǘŜƴǘκǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴτYƛǊǎǘȅ wƻŎƘŦƻǊŘ  
ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴϪƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎǊŎΦŎƻƳ 
/ƻƴǘŜƴǘκǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴτ5ŜōōƛŜ aƻǊǊƛǎ 

ƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴϪŎǊŎΦƴŜǘΦŀǳ 
!ŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎτ 

ƳŀǊƪŜǝƴƎϪƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎǊŎΦŎƻƳ 
¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9Řƛǝƻƴǎ 
мсǘƘ ϧ олǘƘ Wǳƭȅ 
моǘƘ ϧ нтǘƘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ 

!ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ 
ǿǿǿΦǇƘƻŜƴƛȄƴŜǿǎΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ 

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƴƎ Ϫ слл ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
.ŜƴŎǳōōƛƴΣ .ǊǳŎŜ wƻŎƪΣ /ƻǊǊƛƎƛƴΣ 
5ƻƻŘƭŀƪƛƴŜΣ YŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊǊƛƴΣ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴΣ 
aƻƻǊƛƴŜ wƻŎƪΣ aǳƪƛƴōǳŘƛƴΣ 

bŀǊŜƳōŜŜƴΣ bǳƴƎŀǊƛƴΣ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ǊƻǎǎΣ 
¢ŀƳƳƛƴΣ ¢ǊŀȅƴƛƴƎ ϧ ²ŜǎǘƻƴƛŀΦ 

 

 

 

Katy Hunt ï Thumbs up for the 
trees in South Street.  Itôs been 
well researched. They are 
going to provide lovely shade 
on the new footpath and keep 
ambient temperatures down. 

Penny Ann Lee ï Thumbs up 
for Petticoat Lane staff for 
providing meals to the 
community. 

Ned Kelly ï Thumbs down to 
the few people in Merredin 
that helped destroy the Commy 
Pub.  Thank you all in 
Merredin who supported the 
pub in the last 18 months.  Itôs 
a sad loss. 

Have your Say  

Robbie Boyce ï Thumbs up for 
all our awesome school bus 
drivers. 

ñNow that the capacity limit has been removed for venues, how do you think 

this will affect WA?  Is it a good idea?  Or is it happening too early?ò (This 

question was asked before the lockdown was announced). 

Dame Edna Brown ï Itôs a good idea, the sooner we get back to normal the better. 

Katy Hunt ï In the meantime get vaccinated. 

Sheldon Hutchings ï All the medical professionals being censored (on this website) is 

alarming.  

Kerry Brown ï Get your two jabs.  Accept social distancing as the normal socialising 

protocol for our future lifestyle. 

Deb Ransom ï A great idea, as long as WA continues its hard stance regarding people 

entering our state from COVID affected areas, I think we will continue to thrive.  Our 

isolation as a state has worked in our favour and will continue to do so providing that 

hard stance stays in place. 

Nao Grea ï considering that there has been no spread and nightclubs in the city have 

been operating and concerts, it should be OK. 

Shelley Maisey ï I think itôs time to move on and start living life again.  Be aware of 
personal hygiene and live.  All day we have been hearing about Sydney but no mention 

of anyone being admitted to hospital.  Let it run its course. 

Taraeta Nicholls ï I think it is good for businesses and the community.  We just all have 
to remember to do the right thing and act accordingly in case it re-enters the 
community.  Just look at the NT situation, one person, no symptoms and some workers 
have left prior and may have come back to WA. 

Reaghan Willcox ï Thumbs 
down for all the trouble at 
Merredin College. 



¢I9 tIh9bL·  CǊƛŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ нƴŘ нлнм          о 

 

The Hall was opened on 9th August 
1912, after the first bricks were 
laid in 1911, which makes the Hall 
110 years old.  Many of the 
pioneers, Growden, Rutter and 
Cahill familyôs forefathers were 
instrumental in getting the Hall 
built.  The building is rather 
unique with Oregon timber roof 
trusses, using chocks at each joist 
and a system of rods and rings, 
which I am at loss to find a name 
for, bracing the walls and using 
bricks to create the corners and 
frames, this building is of unusual 
construction here in Western 
Australia. 

The Hall was sold by the Shire of 
Merredin in 1994 to Mr Will 
Badger, and has been in sad 
decline since, many of us feeling 
powerless to rescue the Hall which 
is so much a part of our history and 
heritage, once being the hub of the 
community with a football oval 
and cricket pitch on the eastern 
side, unused for many years this 
area now forms part of 
Sutherlandôs farm and is planted to 
crop.  

When Mr Badger passed away, the 
Hall fell into further neglect and 

(Continued from page 1) being privately owned, it has been a 
long journey to make the acquisition 
of the Hall possible when the Shire, 
under Schedule 6.3 of the Local 
Government Act 1995 can make for 
sale of land for non-payment of 
outstanding rates or service charges 
and Notice was given that, under 
Section 6.64 of the Local 
Government Act 1995, as rates/
service charges have been owing for 
a period of at least 3 years, we were 
able to finally fulfill the long held 
desire to place the Hall back where it 
belongs, in the communityôs care. 

Frank was able to complete the task 

of making the final bid of $15,000: 
to secure the property, and óboy oh 
boyô, has that created a job and a 
half.  We were aware that there 
would be a lot of work to do to clean 
the site and to make the Hall safe 
and we knew this would be a huge 
undertaking.  After four days, we 
have, opened, inspected, removed 
junk and listed immediate works 
required, the most important being, 
replacing the roof, getting treatment 
for white ants and organising a 
community committee so we are able 
to plan for the future of the Hall, 
creating a site of Heritage value that 
will be sustainable into the future.  

 
It is unfortunate that the Hall, as yet 
is not safe enough to invite people to 
help however, a dedicated effort 
should see this change in the near 
future. 

If anyone has an interest in joining 
the Nangeenan Progress Group on 
this journey or interested in 
receiving progress updates through a 
newsletter óNangeenan Natterô 
please contact Julie Townrow 
julietownrow@westnet.com.au.  

The Nangeenan and greater district 
has supported the Marley family 
during their time at the Service 
Station and Frank and his family 

Iŀƭƭ ǊƻƻŦ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ bƻǊǘƘ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ 9ŀǎǘ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǿŀƭƭ ƻŦ Iŀƭƭ 

Can you help?  

Recently Ross Duffield brought in a 
copy of the July 12th 1972 edition of 
Perthôs Daily News.   

While reading through the 
newspaper, we discovered a number 
of small adverts stating ñJuly 20 is E
-Dayò.   

Some research showed that it may be 
in regards to the ñAboriginal 
Embassiesò protests held in Canberra 
to protect indigenous Australians 
land rights in the Northern Territory, 
where it was then legal to camp on 
parliamentary land as long as there 
were less than 12 tents.   

Camping on the parliamentary lawn 
was done to show protest from 
January 26th 1972 and continued to 
grow.   

On July 20, the Australian 
government changed this camping 
law to no camping allowed in this 
area and police were sent in to 
remove the protesters. 

July 20 is E-Day 

Is this what the advert was referring 
to?   

How did West Australians feel about 
this at the time? 

If this isnôt what the advert is 
referring to, what was? 

Please email Kirsty at 
administration@merredincrc.com, 
call 9041 1041 or drop in to the 
Merredin CRC if you have any 

Hoping the community can help you answer a question?  Include it in 

the ñCan you help?ò Section.  Email it to 

administration@merredincrc.com, phone 9041 1041 or drop in to the 

Merredin CRC at 110 Barrack Street. 

mailto:julietownrow@westnet.com.au
mailto:administration@merredincrc.com
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Court Report  
15th June 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

David Lindroth appeared on a charge 
of assault occasioning bodily harm.  
He was remanded to appear in Perth 
on the 19th October 2021. 

Terry Lindroth appeared on a charge 
of assault occasioning bodily harm.  
He was remanded to appear in Perth 
on the 19th October 2021. 

Patrick Pickett appeared on a charge 
of obscene acts in public.  He was 
remanded to appear in Perth on the 
6th September 2021. 

16th June 2021 

Midland Courthouse 

Christopher Davis appeared on a 
charge of having no authority to 
drive - suspended (other than fines 
suspension).  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Midland on 
the 14th July 2021. 

17th June 2021 

Kalgoorlie Courthouse 

Jerrard Johnson appeared on charges 
of exceeding the speed limit between 
10 and 19km/h and having no 
authority to drive - suspended (other 
than fines suspension).  The matters 
were adjourned to appear in 
Kalgoorlie on the 5th July 2021. 

Adrian Wall appeared on a charge of 
unlawfully possessing a controlled or 
prescription drug.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Kalgoorlie on 
the 12th July 2021. 

18th June 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

David Lindroth appeared on a charge 
of while in place of another without 
consent committed offence (in 
aggravated circumstances), and 2 
counts of unlawful and indecent 
assault.  He was remanded to appear 
in Perth on the 5th October 2021. 

21st June 2021 

Kalgoorlie Courthouse 

Dylan Watson appeared on a charge 
of disorderly behaviour in public, 2 
counts of criminal damage or 
destruction of property, and 3 counts 
of without lawful excuse trespassed 
on  a place.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Kalgoorlie on 
the 12th July 2021. 

22nd June 2021 

Merredin Courthouse 

Georgina Wingo appeared on 
charges of aggravated assault with 
intent to rob, 2 counts of aggravated 
robbery, common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation, unlawful assault 
and thereby did bodily harm with 

circumstances of aggravation, and 
stealing.  She was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 23rd June 
2021. 

Paul Harder appeared on charges of 
possession of prohibited drugs with 
intent to sell or supply, possessed 
drug paraphernalia in or on which 
there was a prohibited drug or plant, 
cultivate a prohibited plant with 
intent to sell or supply, and 2 counts 
of being an unlicensed person 
possessing firearm/ammunition.  He 
was remanded to appear in Merredin 
on the 7th September 2021. 

Vicki Cluning was convicted of 
driving with prescribed illicit drug in 
oral fluid or blood.  She was fined 
$300, ordered to pay costs of 
$248.70 and an analyst fee of $185. 

Cameron Dale was convicted of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(Cannabis).  He was fined $800, and 
ordered to pay costs of $248.70. 

Zoe Smith was convicted of driving 
with prescribed illicit drug in oral 
fluid or blood.  She was fined $300, 
ordered to pay costs of $248.70 and 
an analyst fee of $185. 

Evan Donovan was convicted of 
using an unlicensed vehicle on a 
road.  He was fined $50, ordered to 
pay costs of $248.70 and a half 
annual licence fee of $442.38. 

Jonathan Habig plead guilty to 
driving with a prescribed illicit drug 
in oral fluid or blood.  He was fined 
$300, ordered to pay costs of 
$248.70 and an analyst fee of $185. 

Tristan Joanes appeared on a charge 
of reckless driving speed of 155   
km/h or more.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Kalgoorlie on 
the 12th July 2021. 

Sonny Kelly was convicted of 
driving with prescribed illicit drug in 
oral fluid or blood.  He was fined 
$300, ordered to pay costs of 
$248.70 and an analyst fee of $185. 

Cassandra Boes appeared on a 
charge of possessing a prohibited 
drug (Cannabis).  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Merredin on 
the 8th September 2021. 

Jason Bushell appeared on a charge 
of common assault in circumstances 
of aggravation or racial aggravation.  
He was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 17th August 2021. 

Beau Desmond appeared on a charge 
of unlawfully assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation.  He was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 17th 
August 2021. 

Aaron Mathews appeared on charges 
of unlawful wounding with a 
circumstance of aggravation, and 2 
counts of breach of protective bail 
conditions.  He was remanded to 

appear in Merredin on the 23rd June 
2021. 

Rocky Osborne appeared on charges 
of unlawfully assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation, and impeded another 
person's normal breathing or blood 
circulation by applying pressure to 
the neck.  He was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 17th 
August 2021. 

Ralph Palmer appeared on previous 
charges.  He was remanded to appear 
in Merredin on the 23rd June 2021. 

Brayden Pitkethly appeared on 
charges of common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation, dangerous 
driving, drove a motor vehicle under 
the influence of alcohol, and no 
authority to drive - alcohol offender.  
He was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 3rd August 2021. 

Kevin Speed appeared on charges of 
damaging property, and 2 counts of 
unlawfully assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation.  He was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 17th 
August 2021. 

Brandon Welshman appeared on a 
charge of aggravated grievous bodily 
harm.  He was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 17th August 2021. 

Perth Courthouse 

Melville Verhoeven appeared on 
charges of driving with prescribed 
illicit drug in oral fluid or blood, 
possessing a prohibited plant, with 
intent to do grievous bodily harm 
unlawfully wounds another. 2 counts 
of disorderly behaviour in public, and 
2 counts of being armed or 
pretending to be armed in a way that 
may cause fear.  He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 20th July 
2021. 

23rd June 2021 

Merredin Courthouse 

Graham Hayden appeared on a 
charge of common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation.  The matter was 
dismissed. 

Aaron Mathews appeared on a 
charge of unlawful wounding with a 
circumstance of aggravation, and 2 
counts of breach of protective bail 
conditions.  He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 27th July 
2021. 

Ralph Palmer appeared on previous 
charges.  He was remanded to appear 
in Merredin on the 6th July 2021. 

Mitchell Reveley appeared on a 
charge of exceeding the speed limit 
between 30 and 40 km/h.  The matter 
was dismissed. 

Simone Taylor appeared on charges 

of breach of protective bail 
conditions, 2 counts of breach family 
violence restraining order or violence 
restraining order, and 2 counts of 
common assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation.  
She was remanded to appear in 
Northam on the 27th October 2021. 

Jimayne Williams appeared on a 
charge of unlawfully assault and 
thereby did bodily harm with 
circumstances of aggravation.  He 
was remanded to appear in Northam 
on the 5th July 2021. 

Georgina Wingo appeared on 
charges of aggravated assault with 
intent to rob, 2 counts of aggravated 
robbery, common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation, unlawfully assault 
and thereby did bodily harm with 
circumstances of aggravation, and 
stealing.  She was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 25th June 
2021. 

25th June 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Andrew Sayas appeared on charges 
of possession of a prohibited drug 
with intent to sell or supply 
(Methylamphetamine), and 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant.  He was remanded to appear 
in Perth on the 23rd July 2021. 

Georgina Wingo appeared on 
charges of aggravated assault with 
intent to rob, 2 counts of aggravated 
robbery, common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation, unlawfully assault 
and thereby did bodily harm with 
circumstances of aggravation, and 
stealing.  She was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 20th August 
2021. 
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Letters to the Editor  

True Story or Not? 

My Thoughts  

Iôm Back! 

After a long absence Iôm once again 
able to enter these hallowed pages 
and resume writing and like the 
mythical creature whence this tome 
takes its name (The Phoenix), I too 
have risen, well figuratively so, from 
the ashes  to express my literary 
genius (tongue held firmly in cheek). 

Considering I left school at 15, it 
surprises me just how much I enjoy 
writing, which leads me to ask why 
do we write?  Is it to impart 
knowledge?  Is it to inform?  Is it a 
vehicle to rant ones diatribe like 
some demented politician (any one 
spring to mind?)  Or is it the ability 
to tell stories? 

For me I think Iôm a story teller, or 
at least I think I am, my stories are 
true, real life events that have 
happened to me or to people I know.  
Some may call them ótall Storiesô, 
the wife says I embellish the truth, 
others less charitable may say they 
are downright lies.  

So with all that said, I will now tell 
you a story. 

I was running along the foreshore of 
the Canning River, when I heard the 
cry HELP! Help!  On closer 
inspection I saw two boys cast adrift 
in a tinny, without a motor or even 
oars, when I realised that one of the 
boys was my brother Peter. 

Now there was a dilemma!  Did I 
ignore their pleas for help and let 
them drift aimlessly down the 
Canning to join the Swan then 
ultimately out to sea?  I must admit 
the thought did cross my mind, but 
being the dutiful older brother that I 
am, I did the right thing and dived 
into the river and swam out to them, 
fighting off Blue bottles (jelly fish) 
and imagined sharks, I made it to the 
middle of the river, grabbed the 
anchor rope (minus the anchor) and 
towed them to safety. 

I might just add here that the current 
was strong and being fairly river 

wise at the time, I swam with and 
across the current towards shore, 
which looked to be a mile away, 
finally landing on shore several miles 
from where we started I lay 
knackered blowing like the 
proverbial blow fish. 

I rolled over to the applause of the 
watching crowd.  I was puffed and I 
did hear shouting, was it shouts of 
praise for a job well done?  Was it 
shouts of thanks for saving two 
young lives?  (Ha! like heck it was)  
Not on your Nelly. 

It was abuse from my brother and his 
mate for taking so long to reach them 
and get them back to safety and also 
landing them so far from home. 

I briefly thought of throwing them 
both back in the boat and letting 
them continue on their nefarious trip 
up river and beyond, but to be honest 
I was far too stuffed to fight them 
both back into the boat. 

We headed home to where I would 
get all the glory and thanks that I 
thought was my due from Mum and 
Dad for saving their second little 
cherub.  That too was an illusion 
which was swiftly dispelled on our 
eventual return home. 

Now that is a true story, although my 
brother might tell it in a slightly 
different way and the wife may say it 
was embellished. 

Was it embellished?  Was it a tall 
tale?  Whichever, it is my story, my 
thoughts and Iôll continue to tell 
them the way I see fit. 

Until next time stay true to your 
memories for they are yours to hang 
on too. 

Thanks to Menôs Shed 

Kevin 

 Tengvall 

Since 2018, the Australian War 

Memorial has engaged in extensive 

consultation on our Development 

Project, running our own national 

program in addition to the 

consultations connected to three 

major approval processes.  

We have reached more than half-a-

million Australians in person, 

through our website and social 

media, surveys, community forums, 

focus groups, public notices and 

media coverage.  

A total of 385 consultation activities 

have taken place, from meetings with 

community groups, to nationwide 

surveys and a national roadshow to 

every State and Territory.  We have 

listened, and more than 50 changes 

have been made to the project. 

One of the most important surveys 

took place in July 2020 when visitors 

to the Memorial were provided 

information on the project and asked 

if they supported it.  

More than 660 people answered this 

question.  Remembering they had 

just visited existing galleries on 

Afghanistan and peacekeeping. 85 

percent of these visitors said óyesô 

the Memorial needs to do more to 

tell modern service stories and the 

plans we proposed were appropriate. 

Only 6 percent were opposed. 

The expansion of the Memorialôs 

galleries to recognise recent conflicts 

and operations will allow us to tell 

the untold stories of our servicemen 

and servicewomen.  

Through this once in a generation 

project, veterans who served, and 

those still serving, will soon be able 

to visit the Memorial to share stores 

of their service and sacrifice with 

loved ones, and receive the 

recognition they so richly deserve.  

Matt Anderson, Director, 

Australian War Memorial 

Australian War Memorial 
Development Project 

The residents of Berringa Lodge 

would like to express their sincere 

thanks to members of the Merredin 

Menôs Shed. 

As readers would have noticed in a 

previous issue of the Phoenix, a 

beautiful bird cage has been erected 

on the eastern edge of the gazebo.  

Tremendous thought and effort has 

been put into the structure and 

finishing touches. Their efforts did 

not end there, they have continued to 

check up and attend to minor 

teething troubles. 

Our thanks also to Mrs Louise 

French who came the day after the 

cage was positioned, bringing with 

her four more budgerigars, each one 

a different colour.  After these were 

placed in their new home, Louise 

very quickly and expertly caught our 

remaining three.  They all seemed 

thrilled with their new abode and 

new friends. 

We want also to thank Mrs Sue 

Sachse who has made frequent visits 

bringing more buckets of sand, 

installing modifications, erecting a 

hawk and wind protector and so the 

list goes on. 

So much has been achieved and 

carried out in such a willing and 

pleasant manner by all concerned. 

Jill Tennent 
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Tales from the Rails 

RAIL WA 150 ï 2021 Celebrating 150th Anniversary of Railways in Western Australia 

By JANE PATRONI, Chairperson 

Though itôs been a cool, wet start to 

winter for the volunteers at the 

Museum, it has not dampened the 

interest or enthusiasm of our patrons 

who have been keen to include a 

visit to the Museum in their travel 

itinerary.  A significant number of 

Perth based visitors have parked 

their caravans and enjoyed the sights 

of the town with particular interest in 

the running of the Museum and its 

collection base. 

We were fortunate to host a visit 

from a group of friends (former 

traffic controllers with W.A.G.R/

Westrail) and their partners who 

explained the operation of the traffic 

console, currently located on the 

south side of the platform.  The role 

of the traffic controller was to be in 

communication with the train crews 

to inform them of train movements 

in conjunction with the signals.  It is 

hoped that as a future venture and 

with the help of interested volunteers 

the traffic console will be restored as 

an interpretive display for our 

visitors. 

Visitors are now greeted with our 

new signage at the entrance of the 

Museum and work towards 

furthering our Interpretation and 

Concept Plan continues.  We are 

soon to announce the installation of 

some information panels in our 

Museum entry (Ticket Office).  

These have been designed to 

showcase the importance of the 

coming of the rail to the 

establishment of the Merredin 

township and the saving of the 

station story. 

Of significance to the overall 

appearance of the Museum is the 

great work done by members of the 

Grounds Staff of the Shire of 

Merredin.  To acknowledge the 

contribution made by this amazing 

group of people and as a ñThank 

Youò the Museum volunteers hosted 

a morning tea for them.  With Kaye 

Duffieldôs delicious muffins and 

Julie Nicolettiôs signature scones, 

jam and cream plus fresh pizzas our 

guests were not disappointed!  

Extremely fortunate to have the 

benefit of the sun on a chilly 

morning, the doors on the north side 

of the platform were opened and the 

natural warmth enjoyed.  A Big 

Thank You to Calvin Shotter, Shire 

of Merredinôs Executive Manager of 

Engineering Services for his 

readiness to assist the Museum 

volunteers in maintaining the 

grounds.  We take the opportunity to 

wish Calvin, wife Jaclyn and family 

safe travel into their future 

endeavours.  

We have gained the benefit of an 

EFTPOS machine, making 

transactions easier for our visitors 

who wish to pay by card.  Cash entry 

is still available. 

There have been some enquiries in 

relation to placing additional plaques 

on Commemorative Wall for Former 

W.A.G.R/Westrail Employees at the 

Museum entry.  We are currently 

sourcing costings and information 

which, when received, will be passed 

onto interested families.  

We look forward to welcoming you, 

your families and friends to the 

Museum during this celebratory year. 

Snippets from the Signal Box:  

Westrail records show that in 1879 

total number of passengers carried 

was 1037; goods and livestock 1678 

tonnes; earnings $3,216, working 

expenses $4670; no records of train 

miles until 1881 when records show 

108,900km for that year.  Gradually 

the traffic progressed to the year 

1894 and then rapidly increased 

with the discovery of gold. (Source: 

Westrail A Concise History:  An 

Official Westrail Publication, p25, 

Jan 1975) 
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At the start of 2019, Merredin 

College applied to be part of the 

STEM Enterprise Schools Initiative 

delivered by the Department of 

Education in partnership with the 

Department of Jobs, Tourism, 

Science and Innovation to support 

the State STEM Skills Strategy.  

This project provided funding to 

release teachers to attend workshops 

along with the other schools who had 

applied with the aim of future 

proofing Western Australiaôs young 

people to develop their STEM and 

enterprise skills for jobs of the 

future.  Since this time we have been 

working through an innovation 

process, starting with ethnographic 

research to determine needs, 

identifying the outcomes we want 

for our students, creating a design 

brief, prototyping and testing. 

Our project aim was to empower 

students through STEM to have a 

broader vision of their future and 

develop their thinking, creativity, 

collaboration and ability to embrace 

challenges in their learning.  Our 

STEM Pioneers team, Mrs Claire 

STEM 

Showcase 

Kudas and Mrs Tracey Cornish, 

introduced the STEM process within 

their classes by introducing STEM 

Learning Projects.  They 

implemented a series of steps within 

these learning projects ï research ï 

investigation ï imagine and create ï 

evaluate and communicate to 

develop rich tasks for students to 

undertake.  After successes in their 

own classes we then scaled the 

project to include all primary classes 

at Merredin College. 

As we have worked through the 

project, we have developed 

eWorkborks for students to use and 

had the opportunity to scale our 

project further by mentoring teachers 

at Moorine Rock Primary and 

Bencubbin Primary to introduce 

STEM Learning Projects in their 

schools. 

The culmination of the STEM 

Enterprise Project occurred this 
week when we were able to share 

our journey, along with 82 other 
schools, at the Resources and 

Technology Showcase at the Perth 

Convention Centre.  The team from 
the 3 schools presented our project 

and shared our resources with 
teachers from across the state as well 

as running an activation station for 
students attending the industry event.  

Our activity on ósquishy circuitsô 
required students to design and 
create a creature that could live in a 

tropical ocean or grassland 
environment.  Students built their 

creature with conductive playdough 
and then added circuitry to light their 

creature up.  Our environments were 
added to throughout the day creating 

a bright and colourful display that 
engaged students to ask questions 
and get creative. 

tǊƛƳŀǊȅ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ 

By MARTYN PEARCE, 
Science and Technology 
Australia 

Australia should make a bold 
play to become a global STEM 
superpower with an escalation of 
our investment in wealth-
generating R&D. 

We should lift R&D investment 
to 3 per cent of GDP, develop a 
strategy to extend crucial science 
and technology capabilities, and 
reverse an alarming slide in 
maths and science skills of 
Australian school students. 

The proposals are outlined in a 
new policy vision from Science 
& Technology Australia - the 
peak body representing more than 
88,000 scientists and 
technologists. 

The statement sets out the 
sectorôs stance on how to harness 
the power of science and 
technology to create new jobs and 
safeguard key industries. 

STA President Associate 
Professor Jeremy Brownlie said 
the latest R&D investment ramp-

A Vision to Make Australia a Global  
Stem Superpower 
up by Australiaôs biggest economic 
rivals should be a mind-focusing 
moment. 

ñAustralia should set itself a goal 
to become a global STEM 
superpower - and have bigger 
ambitions on both strategy and 
spending,ò Dr Browlie said. 

ñA national R&D target of 3 per 
cent of GDP would make us more 
competitive with nations like the 
US, UK, Israel and China, which 
are heavily backing science and 
technology to drive their COVID 
recovery and grow their 
economies.ò 

ñAn ambitious strategy to level up 
Australiaôs R&D spending should 
begin with a new $2.4 billion 
research translation and 
commercialisation fund and a new 
initiative to train óbench to 
boardroom scientistsô to turbo-
charge research commercialisation 
in Australia like our competitors.ò 

Science & Technology Australia 
Chief Executive Officer Misha 
Schubert said another urgent 
challenge outlined in the vision is 
to fix an alarming slide in the 

maths and science skills of 
Australian school students. 

The average test results of an 
Australian 15-year-old in maths 
in 2018 were more than a full 
year of schooling behind 
compared to 2003. In science, 
they were almost a full year 
behind compared to 2006 test 
results. 

ñExciting frontier technologies in 
computing, materials science or 
technology rely on data and 
analysis.  The next generations of 
young Australians will need 
strong maths skills to work in all 
those huge future industries.ò 

ñWe need swift action to fix the 
lack of specialist maths and 
science teachers in our schools 
and a major new initiative to 
inspire school students to grow 
their skills, knowledge and love 
of maths, science and 
engineering.ò 

ñThis will be crucial to ensure 
Australia has the workforce it 
needs to be a global STEM 
superpower.ò 
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By ANITA METCALF 

The following snippets appeared in 
the local JULY newspapers of the 
time. 

25th, 1940: The station to be erected 
by WA Broadcasters Ltd. at 
Merredin has been allocated the call 
sign of 6MD.  Preliminary work in 
connection with the building of the 
station has been performed and it is 
possible that 6MD will be on air 
before the end of the year. 

1st, 1961: At midnight, Merredin 
was the first Road Board in Western 
Australia to be declared a Shire. 

15th, 1964: The handsome, modern 
Roman Catholic Church at Bruce 
Rock was blessed and opened before 
a crowd estimated at between 400 
and 500 people on Sunday 
afternoon. 

8th, 1966: A record attendance of 57 
played for the McMillan Brown Cup 
at Muntadgin Golf Clubôs Open Day 

From the History Room  
on July 3, when local player Eric 
Reid was winner, returning a card of 
103 over 27 holes. 

22nd, 1976: The Eastern Wheatbeltôs 
prolonged drought, which continued 
this week, threatens to turn one of 
the Stateôs most progressive areas 
into turmoil in the next few weeks.  
Not since the last drought in 1968-
69 has the area had to worry about 
the outcome of crop yields. 

4th, 1979: Club Hotel Southern 
Cross ï New hosts Emma & Neal 
Commins.  Accommodation starting 
from $10.50p.p. incl. breakfast.  
Counter lunches available from 
$2.50. 

5th, 1989: After 60 years of 
dedicated service to the community, 
Bruce Rock CWA closed with a 
final meeting last week.  Due to lack 
of members, the branch has not been 
able to function for the past 2 years 
which prompted the final meeting.  
The branch was formed in 1926 and 
the rest room was built in 1932. 

By Jodie Adams 

On Saturday the 12th  of June 

Westonia became a part of the Blue 

Tree Project and joined the 

movement that is helping to raise 

awareness of mental health and 

suicide prevention.  And what a way 

to do it. Westonia CRC, the Shire of 

Westonia and Ramelius Resources  

partnered together to paint our Blue 

Tree, which can be found at the 

Carrabin end of the Westonia/

Carrabin Road, with a large part of 

the community joining us.  

Well done to all of our kids who 

participated and actually painted the 

entire tree and themselves by hand.   

What an amazing job you all did and 

the tree looks so good as you enter 

Westonia, you should all be very 

proud of yourselves, I know weôre 

all proud of you.  

A huge thank you to Ramelius 

Resources for supplying the paint 

and Bill Price, Jamie Criddle, 

Daimon Geier and Rick Ivy for 

supplying the equipment and traffic 

management which made this project 

Westonia Blue Tree Project 

possible on the day.  

Following the painting of the tree we 

all went to Carrabin Hotel where 

Steve Hale had spent the entire 

afternoon cooking his amazing 

curries for everyone to enjoy and 

Rohan and Dean, Day/Night 

provided us with live entertainment 

and an open mic night (you were 

really good too Don and Ronda 

Perrin).  

Thank you to everyone it was such a 

fun and relaxing evening and a great 

way to end the day.  

Unfortunately it has been a very 

tough year, mentally and 

emotionally, for our community this 

year and we sincerely hope that 

having our Blue Tree taking pride of 

place as you drive up to our beautiful 

town it can somehow help everyone 

get through the tougher times.  

Thank you to you all, once again our 

tight knit community all came 

together to support this much needed 

cause and showed just how 

passionate we all are about our town 

and community. 

 Well done everyone the tree looks 

beautiful and it was the right tree. 


