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COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at 27 July 2021  

Tested 1,500,634 

Confirmed Cases 1048  

Recovered 1030  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 11  

 

COVID-19 in Australia  
Vaccinations 7,813,298  

Fully Vaccinated 3,327,213  

 

WAñCases 1048ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 124 ñDeaths 3  

NSWñCases 7,943ñDeaths 62  

NTñCases 192ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 1,771ñDeaths 7  

SAñCases 856ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 234ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 20,914ñDeaths 820  
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Premier Mark McGowan 
Welcomed to Merredin 

By KOHDEE SWINWOOD, Shire 
of Merredin 

The Hon. Mark McGowan MLA, 
Premier of Western Australia, was 
welcomed to town by the Merredin 
Shire Council and Staff in the Shire 
Administration Building on Tuesday, 
27 July.  

The Premier was quick to introduce 
himself and shake everyoneôs hand 

before Shire President Julie Flockart 
formally greeted him and said a few 
words.  

The Shire President commended 
Premier McGowan on his 
exceptional leadership of Western 
Australia throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic, and over the past four 
years in office, before 
acknowledging the fantastic work the 
State Government was doing in the 

tǊŜƳƛŜǊ aŎDƻǿŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ {ƘƛǊŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ WǳƭƛŜ CƭƻŎƪŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ {Ƙŀǳƴ ŀƴŘ WǳŘŜ aƻǊǘƻƴ 

Wheatbelt region. 

Premier McGowan then began his 
speech by thanking everyone for the 
warm welcome and noted how green 
the wheatbelt was driving here.  He 
then spoke about the Gateway 
Merredin Festival, themed around 
Troops, Trains and Treasures, and 
acknowledged the fantastic war 
history of not only the Wheatbelt, 
but the Merredin area too. 

Once he completed his speech, 
Premier McGowan along with Jude 
and Shaun Morton from Nextra 
Merredin, presented a cheque on 
behalf of Lotterywest for $25,000 to 
Shire President Flockart.  The Shire 
were successful for securing the 
grant funding from Lotterywest 
toward the Gateway Merredin 
Festival. 

Gateway Merredin is WAôs newest 
regional festival to be held right here 
in Merredin from 24 ï 26 September 
2021, proudly supported by the 
Department of Local Government 
Sport and Cultural Industries and 
Department of Primary Industries 
and Regional Development, 
Lotterywest, and the Shire of 
Merredin. 
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Have your Say  
ñWhat are your thoughts on the Matildas posing with the 

Aboriginal flag at the Tokyo Olympics?ò 

Meryl Harris ï I think itôs wrong timing for the Aboriginal flag.  The Olympics are 
supposed to embrace all Australians under the one flag. 

Sharon Yates ï Nothing wrong with the team showing the flag. 

Aaron Crook ï Best thing to happen at the games so far this year. 

Marika Hayden ï As a proud Njaki-Njaki Nyoongar woman from Merredin, I am proud 
of the Matildaôs for showcasing the Aboriginal flag on the World Stage.  The fact they 
made that decision as a team shows mateship and leadership! 

Pam Kuhne ï I canôt see a problem with that after all the indigenous are the custodians 
of the land so why not? 

Henry Barrett ï Personally Iôd prefer the flag with the boot from The Simpsons. 

Yvonne Emily ï No thoughts except so what? 

Robbie Boyce ï Too Deadly!!! Well done Matildaôs.  What those that are against them 
doing should remember that when any Aussie Olympic team or participant wins a 
medal for our Nation, it is the Australian flag, this is raised without National Anthem.. 
So, itôs not worth being bothered about ANY Aussie ripping the Aboriginal flag.  Itôs 
about time as Australians, we acknowledge the Land we all are standing on.  Iôm not 
being disrespectful or racist to our ethnic brothers and sisters of our wonderful nation.  
As surely we are manyé.but we are ONE. 

Mavis Goodhill ï Should have been Australian because that is who they are 

representing paid by Australian taxpayerôs money. 

Aaron Crook ï Thumbs 
down for óFreedumb 

Marches. 

Robert Broomhall - 
Thumbs up to the regular 
articles by Peter Barrett.  
His brilliant insights, 
vibrantly written with 
imaginative flair, are like 
sparkling jewels hidden 
within the pages of the 
Phoenix.  

Claudia Shepherd ï 
Thumbs up for the Peak 
and Play Caf®!  Perfect to 
get the kids out of the 
house on rainy days. 

Terri Clark ï Thumbs 
down to all the people who 
continually take shopping 
trolleys streets away and 
dump them there. 
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Water Corporation is currently 
constructing a 42 million litre water 
storage tank along Great Eastern 
Highway, near Crooks Road in 
Merredin. 

The tank foundation and pipework 
under the tank is now complete.  

In May we poured the tankôs floor 
slab and column support footings. 
Deliveries and erection of precast 
columns, roof beams and wall panels 
had commenced in June.  

The remaining wall panels are 
expected to be installed at the end of 
July, along with pouring of the 
concrete joints between the precast 

Merredin Water Tank Construction Update 
wall panels.  

Erection of the remaining columns, 
beams and roof panels is planned to 
continue until November. 

Other key upcoming construction 
activities include the installation of 
the tankôs pipework to connect it to 
the Goldfields and Agricultural 
Water Supply Scheme, along with 
fabrication and installation of the 
chemical dosing facility. 

This work is scheduled to be 
completed by early 2022. 

For details and regular updates: visit: 
watercorporation.com.au/Merredin 

Community Protection Against 

Local Sex Offenders 
It is the right of every community 
member to feel safe and to feel that 
their friends and family are safe. 

The community have every right to 
know if there is a sex offender in 
their area.  To find out if there are 
any serious or high risk offenders 
residing in your area, you can find 
out by checking the website 
communityprotection.wa.gov.au/
LocalSearch.  Access to this 
information is primarily for the 
purposes of enhanced public 
awareness and safety. 

The offenders that appear on this 
site are considered to be either: 

¶ High risk serious sexual 
offenders subject to supervision 
orders under the High Risk 
Serious Offenders Act 2020 

¶ Serious repeat reportable 
offenders, or 

¶ Persons who have been 

convicted of an offence 
punishable by imprisonment for 
5 years or more, and concern is 
held that this person possesses a 
risk to the lives or sexual safety 
of one or more persons or 
persons generally. 

The information on this site must 
not be used to engage in any 
conduct that will create, promote or 
increase animosity toward or 
harassment of a person identified, 
or publish, distribute or display any 
photographs or personal 
information provided without the 
prior written approval from the 
Minister for Police.   

Those found guilty of committing 
such an offence can be liable to up 
to 10 years imprisonment.  The 
information on this site is for your 
awareness and safety only. 

Funds raised during Cancer 
Councilôs  Daffodil Day campaigns 
are used across the country to help 
the 44,000 people who will hear the 
words "you have cancer" each year.   

A cancer diagnosis is challenging 
and produces a range of emotions.  
Thanks to the generous donations, 
everyone affected by cancer has 
access to Cancer Council's support 
services, so that no one need face 
cancer alone. 

One third of all cancers can be 
prevented.  That's why the support 
is invested in cancer screening early 
to detect cancer early and to 
improve outcomes and education 

Cancer Council Daffodil  
Day Appeal 

programs that empower people to 
help reduce their cancer risk. 

Around $60 million is invested 
every year into world-class cancer 
research into the early detection, 
prevention and treatment of all 
cancer.  This research is saving 
lives. 

Why óDaffodilô? As one of the first 
flowers of spring, the daffodil 
symbolises rebirth and new 
beginnings.  To Cancer Council, 
and many affected by cancer, the 
daffodil represents hope for a 
cancer-free future. 

https://www.watercorporation.com.au/Outages-and-works/Ongoing-Works/Merredin-water-storage-tank
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Court Report  
12th July 2021 

Kalgoorlie Courthouse 

Tristan Joanes was convicted of a 
reckless driving speed of 155 km/h 
or more.  He was fined $750, ordered 
to pay costs of $251.50 and had his 
licence suspended for 6 months. 

Adrian Wall appeared on a charge of 
unlawfully possessed a controlled or 
prescription drug.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Kalgoorlie on 
the 9th August 2021. 

Dylan Watson appeared on charges 
of disorderly behaviour in public, 2 
counts of criminal damage or 
destruction of property, and 3 counts 
of without lawful excuse trespassed 
on a place.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Kalgoorlie on 
the 26th July 2021 

Northam Courthouse 

Robyn Creusot appeared on charges 
of criminal damage or destruction of 
property, and common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Merredin on 
the 21st July 2021. 

Jake Day appeared on charges of 
stealing, possessing a prohibited drug 
(Cannabis), and 2 counts of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant.  The matters were adjourned 
to appear in Narrogin on the 20th 
July 2021. 

13th July 2021 

Northam Courthouse 

Rose-Maree Ezeh appeared on a 
charge of having no authority to 
drive, learner driver with no 
instructor.  The matter was adjourned 
to appear in Northam on the 26th 
July 2021. 

14th July 2021 

Midland Courthouse 

Christopher Davis appeared on a 
charge of having no authority to 
drive ï suspended (other than fines 
suspension).  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Midland on 
the 21th July 2021. 

16th July 2021 

Kalgoorlie Courthouse 

David Sweetser was convicted of 
reckless driving - exceeding the 
speed limit by 45 km/h or more on a 
length of road.  He was fined $1000, 
ordered to pay costs of $248.70, and 
had his licence suspended for 6 
months.  He also appeared on a 
charge of use visual display while 
driving.  This matter was dismissed. 

19th July 2021 

Northam Courthouse 

Luke Keamy appeared on a charge 
of using a carriage service to 
menace, harass or cause offence, and 
129 counts of breached a violence 
restraining order.  He was remanded 
to appear in Northam on the 26th 
July 2021. 

Tennessee Knapp appeared on a 
charge of having no authority to 
drive - cancelled.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Northam on 
the 9th August 2021. 

Kerry Smith appeared on a charge of 
assault occasioning bodily harm.  He 
was remanded to appear in Northam 
on the 16th August 2021. 

20th July 2021 

Mandurah Courthouse 

Zak Waru was listed to appear on 
charges of having no authority to 
drive - suspended (other than fines 
suspension, willfully mislead a 
person performing a function under 
a road law, failed to comply with 
requirements made by a member of 
the Police Force, and being the 
driver of a vehicle which failed to 
comply with a direction to stop .  He 
failed to appear.  A warrant was 
issued for his arrest. 

Merredin Courthouse 

Carrie-Anne Christmass plead guilty 
to did drive (or attempt to drive) a 
motor vehicle on a public road with 
a blood alcohol content exceeding 
0.05g.  She was fined $400 and 
ordered to pay costs of $259.30. 

Robyn Creusot appeared on charges 
of common assault in circumstances 
of aggravation or racial aggravation, 
and criminal damage or destruction 
of property.  Both of these charges 
were dismissed.  She also appeared 
on charges of breach of bail 
undertaking, and without lawful 
excuse trespassed on a place.  These 
matters were adjourned to appear in 
Midland on the 10th August 2021. 

Kevin Humphries appeared on a 
charge of common assault.  The 
matter was adjourned to appear in 
Merredin on the 3rd August 2021. 

Muhammad Ismail was convicted of 
a reckless driving speed of 155 km/h 
or more.  He was fined $1200, 
ordered to pay costs of $251.50, and 
had his licence suspended for 6 
months. 

Anna Jakopovic appeared on 2 
counts of assaulting a Public Officer.  
She was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 21st September 
2021. 

Jesse Munday was convicted of 
having no authority to drive - 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension).  He was fined $400, 
ordered to pay costs of $251.50, and 
had his licence suspended for a 
further 9 months. 

Clinton Murray appeared on a charge 
of common assault in circumstances 
of aggravation or racial aggravation.  
The matter was adjourned to appear 
in Perth on the 30th July 2021. 

Ralph Palmer appeared on a previous 
charge of failing to comply with the 
requirements made by a member of 
the Police Force.  He was remanded 
to appear in Merredin on the 4th 
August.  He also appeared on other 
previous charges.  These matters 
were adjourned to appear in 
Merredin on the 22nd September 
2021. 

Bailey Pedrotti appeared on charges 
of stealing and damaging property.  
The matters were adjourned to 
appear in Merredin on the 22nd 
September 2021. 

Janice Taylor was convicted of 
common assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation.  
She was fined $1000, and ordered to 
pay costs of $130.50. 

Andrew Tuffley appeared on charges 
of driving a motor vehicle under the 
influence of alcohol, obstructing 
Public Officers, assault Public 
Officer, 2 counts of no authority to 
drive - suspended (other than fines 
suspension), and 2 counts of common 
assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation.  
He was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 3rd August 2021. 

Narrogin Courthouse 

Jake Day appeared on charges of 
stealing, possessing a prohibited drug 
(Cannabis), and 2 counts of 
possessed drug paraphernalia in or on 
which there was a prohibited drug or 
plant.  The matters were adjourned to 
appear in Narrogin on the 19th 
October 2021. 

Perth Courthouse 

Christopher Biggers appeared on 
charges of no authority to drive - 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension), and failed to comply 
with requirement as to provision of 
oral fluid or blood sample for testing 
or analysis.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Perth on the 
10th September 2021. 

Jeffrey Thomas appeared on charges 
of possessing a prohibited drug 
(Cannabis), disorderly behaviour in 
public, having ready access to both 
weapons and illegal drugs, failed to 
comply with requirements of Police 
Officer (Sect. 25(1)), possess a 
prohibited drug, breach of bail 
undertaking, obstructing Public 
Officers, reckless driving to escape 
pursuit by Police, no authority to 
drive - suspended (other than fines 
suspension), threats to injure, 
endanger or harm any person, caused 
smoke or excessive noise or left a 
substance on the driving surface in a 
confiscation zone, damaging 
property, common assault in 

circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation, 2 counts of 
criminal damage or destruction of 
property, and 2 counts of threaten to 
kill.  He was remanded to appear in 
Perth on the 14th September 2021. 

Melville Verhoeven appeared on 
charges of, with intent to do grievous 
bodily harm unlawfully wounds 
another, possess a prohibited plant, 
drove with prescribed illicit drug in 
oral fluid or blood, 2 counts of being 
armed or pretending to be armed in a 
way that may cause fear, and 2 
counts of disorderly behaviour in 
public.  He was remanded to appear 
in Perth on the 31st August 2021. 

22nd July 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Vernon Murphy appeared on a 
charge of murder.  He was remanded 
to appear in Perth on the 5th August 
2021. 

23rd July 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Charlie Sallery appeared on charges 
of stealing as a servant, and 
possession of prohibited drugs with 
intent to sell or supply.  He was 
remanded to appear in Perth on the 
20th August 2021. 

Andrew Sayas appeared on charges 
of possession of a prohibited drug 
with intent to sell or supply 
(Methylamphetamine), and 
possession of drug paraphernalia in 
or on which there was a prohibited 
drug or plant.  He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 6th August 
2021. 
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Letters to the Editor  

Kohdee  

Swinwood 

Making my Own Decisions 

My Thoughts  

When I made the decision to leave 
University after my first year to 
travel around the world, I was met 
with much disdain, almost hatred.  I 
understood the consequences of 
choosing life experiences over 
education, but when youôre 18 and 
have just been through 12 years of 
schooling, the last thing you want to 
do is dedicate another 3-4 years to a 
bachelorôs degree.  I know I felt 
pressure to forgo a gap year, but in 
the end, I decided that I would regret 
it if I didnôt.  

Though I had confidence in my 
decision, people would often tell me 
that because I left University, I 
wouldnôt ever go back.  While I 
understand this is the case for some, 
I feel like society standards are the 
cause of this.  When I left, I felt an 
embarrassment when I spoke to my 
lecturers saying I wouldnôt be 
returning until the following year. 
There was a look they gave me, 
almost like a disappointed parent 
who had lost complete faith.  I can 
admit, this was the reason I never 
returned to this degree. 

After spending nine months working 
to fund my whirlwind adventure, I 
finally took off for 3 months, 
travelling Europe and the UK with 
my best friend.  I travelled to places I 
could only dream of, then once I 
returned to Australia, I left again to 
head to China.  I canôt tell you all the 
incredible experiences I had like 
climbing to the top of the Eiffel 
Tower, or exploring castles in Italy, 
getting to ride in a gondola in 
Venice, walking up the Great Wall 
of China while it was snowing, going 
on a boat ride down Loch Ness, and 

playing in the snow at the top of the 
Swiss Alps.  In the 4 months I spent 
abroad, I learnt more about history 
than I had in Year 12 TEE History. 
To think that I would have missed 
out on these wonderful things if I had 
of stayed at university, it really does 
blow my mind! 

I think people need to stop putting so 
much pressure on the kids of modern 
day.  They need to grow on their own 
and make their own mistakes so they 
can learn.  Especially now that we 
canôt travel overseas, so many people 
would have missed their chance to 
go on a European or American 
adventure, and who knows when 
they will get another opportunity. 
Iôm so glad I took the chance when I 
did and was able to see so many 
beautiful parts of the world at such a 
young age.  

In the end, I did return to University. 
I did get my bachelorôs degree and 
after gaining so much knowledge and 
cultural awareness in the world, it 
didnôt feel like returning to my 
education was embarrassing.  It was 
almost exciting being able to 
continue my studies, and the second 
time round I actually enjoyed it! 

Julie Townrowôs article (Phoenix 
edition, July 2, 2021) on the 
Nangeenan Hall evoked many 
memories for me.  Our grandparents 
were among the early settlers in the 
Nangeenan District.  Originally they 
lived in tents opposite where the 
homestead house still stands, which 
is still occupied. 

The original part of the home, 
situated approximately 10 kilometres 
West of Merredin, on Great Eastern 
Highway, was comprised of four, 
large, weatherboard rooms, with a 
verandah all around.  There was a 
bathroom on the North West corner 
and a toilet out the back.  Our 
grandmother did the washing for 
many years in large tanks on a bench 
under a mulberry tree.  

As the family grew, more rooms 
were needed and on the North side 
of the original house, a large kitchen 
- approximately 45 metres square, a 
huge walk-in pantry and two large 
bedrooms were built.  This is where 
Nangeenan Hall is involved, for the 
men who built the Hall were also 
responsible for erecting the extra 
rooms at Grannyôs place.  They were 

built from stone and look very 
similar to the Hall.  As far as we can 
ascertain these rooms were built 
around 1909 to 1910.  

Nangeenan Hall was the centre of 
social activities when I was growing 
up.  I remember learning to dance 
there, particularly one dance called 
The Hokey Pokey.  Christmas time 
was always exciting with a 
Christmas tree, supper and a gift 
from Santa.  A copper of boiling 
water was out the back of the Hall, 
ready to brew cups of tea.  

My last memory of a social event at 
the Hall was my sisterôs wedding 
breakfast there in January 1960.   

After that I moved away to teach, 
first in Wiluna and then all around 
the place so I lost track of ñHall 
Happeningsò until I returned to live 
in Merredin in 2005. 

I am so pleased to see that there is 
the possibility of restoration of the 
Hall and wish those involved every 
success.  

Esther Robartson 

Nangeenan Hall evoked many 
memories 
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Tales from the Rails 

RAIL WA 150 ï 2021 Celebrating 150th Anniversary of Railways in Western Australia 

By JANE PATRONI, Chairperson 

Last edition I started to recount the 

story of Jim Medlen, one of the 

Railway stalwarts responsible for the 

saving and preservation of the 

Merredin Railway Museum.  His 

story forms part of a valuable, 

historical record of life in a Railway 

town preserved in the Merredin 

Library archives.  In this edition we 

discover what the railway yards 

looked like in the years over which 

Jim was employed.  I thank Wendy 

Porter (Librarian) for access to this 

information and permission to share 

this extract from Jimôs story, as 

transcribed. 

Part 2 ï The Merredin Railway Yard 

ñStanding on the main railway 

platform which most trains used to 

depart from and looking east, there 

was a loco depot about half a 

kilometre up the track.  The coal 

stage where coal used to be elevated 

into a bin and the locomotives used 

to fill up their tenders from the 

chutes there when they came in, or as 

Traffic used to say, when you arrive 

back, on traffic or before going on 

traffic. 

Youôd take a full bunker of coal and 

then it (the yards) used to extend 

quite a considerable distance on the 

east, to the south and on the north 

side they had big sale yards and the 

wheat bins.  But compared to the 

new receival down the West 

Merredin yard, they were only a very 

small commodity because they used 

to transfer the wheat in those days 

from the trains coming in and put it 

in a receival bin at West Merredin.  

Then itôs transferred into Standard 

Gauge wheat trains and sent to 

Kwinana or whatever port they want 

to send it through.  The wheat used 

to remain in trucks still in bulk form 

and it used to go down through the 

branch lines.  Sometimes it would be 

on a branch line coming back 

through Merredin to take it to the 

port.  If it was going to Bunbury it 

would transfer at Narrogin and itôs 

not the same system as today. 

You had little branch lines, like the 

line going up to the sale yards where 

there was a fuel depot like Shell and 

I think Plume was over there, and BP 

over the other side of what is the 

Great Eastern Highway.  Then there 

used to be branch lines up to the 

Brewery, the Flour Mill and one of 

the Caltexôs was up on the other side.  

Straight opposite the Highway you 

used to have your goods sheds and 

all the railway shunting yards were 

on the south side of the platform, 

which is now the main street parking 

area.  The new railway station was 

built in that area and you go down 

that other end.  That was, for the 

Wyalkatchem and Bruce Rock lines, 

which used to run out that way ï but 

a lot of them were dead end roads 

where you used to make up the 

trains.  

From there and round to the south 

was what you called the RAAF 

siding which was the old Air Force 

depot, and the old hangers we used 

to store wheat and at one stage 

superphosphate.  Itôs been used for 

many reasons and I think they had a 

basketball court in there.  It was used 

for different things and they still 

exist in Merredin (the old hangars).   

Itôs entirely different to what the new 

yard down the west end is now, 

which was all agricultural area.  

Down there was the pumping station 

approximately 2-3 kilometres out of 

town.  The main change was the 

Station Master went under the 

American designation for 

Yardmaster.  The Station Masterôs 

building became the Yardmasterôs, 

one of the minor changes that has 

happened with the railway WA rail.  

Westrail gradually brought in 

different changes. 

On a normal working day, not only 

was there a lot of activity in the 

station as well as the railway yard 

area because you had your signal 

man who was in the signal cabin 

which was elevated fairly high in the 

air.  He was up and down, different 

trains departing giving the staff, 

which is their authority to travel into 

a section on, there was the dining 

room and the refreshment room 

down the end.  The dining rooms 

were used extensively for single 

railway men other people around 

town used to have their meals.  Then 

there was the cloak room, people 

coming in and out, picking up 

parcels and luggage.  There was a 

Stationmaster on day shift, one on 

afternoon shift and one on night 

shift.  

In the yard there was clanging and 

banging going on because the 

shunters were making up trains all 

the time.  They make up trains for 

different destinations like the branch 

lines and on the mainline, some of 

them used to go to Southern Cross 

and Northam.  Theyôd make up 

trains 24 hours a day. 

When the train was made up, the 

locomotive would come out and 

attach itself to the train, the guard 

would come and take up the numbers 

of the train and the weight and tell 

the driver how and what the links of 

the train were.  He would tell the 

driver what the tonnage was and 

where he had to shunt, putting down 

and picking up the wagons.  The 

driver had all the information before 

he left and there were trains 

departing every day for every branch 

line and main line.  

There was an overhead footbridge 

that allowed people to go from the 

town area to the south side.  Halfway 

across the bridge was a ramp going 

down to the station platform.ò 

(to be continuedé)  Merredin Oral 

History Program (18 April 2004) 

Snippet from the Signal Box: 

Missing from the Railways in 1974: 

a bale of wool from Capel to Robb 

Jetty; a car mat from Perth to 

Tales from the Train 
A modern take on travelling by train Crazy Cat Lady Edition 

Boarding the carriage this wet and 
chilly Friday morning, I was feeling 
a little blurry and sore after a rather 
large week and staring down the 
barrel of a very large weekend, so 
we're not paying as much attention 
as we usually would on a 
commuting morning.  Spying a 
little pile of blackness lying on one 
of the priority seats, I correctly 
identified it as a discarded black 
cardigan, probably from some 
sweet, grey-haired nanna, who 
makes awesome apple pies with 
cloves, pinches the cheeks of her 
many laughing grandchildren and 
has little wire-framed spectacles.  

This didn't take long, but long 
enough for my brain, the current 
owner of two black cats, to mis-
catalogue it as a sleeping cat.  Now 
in my defence, any rumpled puddle 
of darkness in my general vicinity 
is a sleeping cat in an unreasonably 
large majority of cases, but I was 
struck by the fact that my brain 
received the input of 'black rumple' 

and in the intervening period 
before the higher brain function 
delivered the answer 'black 
cardigan, nanna, cloves, glasses', 
my less-awake brain stem has 
managed to get in - 'Ooooh a kitty! 
I'mna pat da kitty!  What a good 
idea, to have kitty on train!  Hang 
on, then kitty would sleep on me 
and I couldn't get off at my stop. 
Not sure my boss would accept 
locomotive feline paralysis as a 
decent excuse for lateness. I don't 
care, I'mna scritch da kitty!!  Oh 
dear, kitty is on priority seat, I can't 
sit on priority seat!  BUT THERE'S 
A KITTY!!!  Wanna wanna scritch 
da kitty!!!  

But at this point, the Frontal Lobe 
of Reasoning has delivered the 
verdict and refiled the item in 
question into the correct perceptual 
filing cabinet.  

Now I'm in a normal seat a few 
rows down feeling unreasonably 
disappointed. 

Katanning; a carton of radios from 

Perth to Dumbleyung; a carton of 

bacon from Perth to Koorda. 

ñBe kind and helpful to elderly 

people . A little help when it is 

needed can make things a lot easier 

for them.ò 

aŀȄ 5ƛȄƻƴτ5ǊƛǾŜǊ ƎŜǩƴƎ ƭƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ 

ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƴ ƻũ ƎǳŀǊŘΦ  .Ǌǳƴƻ 

Wŀōƭƻƴǎƪƛ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǝƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘǎ 

ǘǊŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ tΦa ƭƻŎƻƳƻǝǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘΦ 



¢I9 tIh9bL·  CǊƛŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ олǘƘ нлнм          т 

 

On Thursday 1st July all primary 
students Year 4-6 competed in the 
annual Primary Winter Carnival at 
the Merredin Recreation Centre.   

It was a lovely sunny day with 
students from both Merredin College 
and St Maryôs Primary School 
showing great sportsmanship.  

Thank you to the community 
volunteers and secondary students 
who helped out on the day. Merredin 
College came away with a win in 
Soccer. 

Primary Winter 
Carnival 

Semester 1 Secondary Highest Achievers 

On the 25 June, Merredin College 
held their Semester 1 Highest 
Achievers Assembly where the 
highest achieving students in each 
subject were recognised for their 
outstanding efforts in their courses.  

Congratulations to everyone who 
earned a certificate and a Certificate 
of Excellence for achieving four óAô 
grades or more in Semester 1, 2021.  

Certificate of Excellence 

Year 7 
Charlotte Rajagopalan 
Darcy Hayes-Thompson 

Merredin College would like to 
welcome our new staff to the team. 

Jen Olmstead - Secondary 
Humanities  Leon Lpitsikas - Lower 
School Engagement Class  Alex 
Grey - Year 6 class. Judy Middleton 
ï Year 3/4 Class  Pauline Bennett - 
Early Childhood Education Jane 
Patroni ï Early Childhood Education 

We hope they enjoy themselves 
working at our school and wish them 
all the best with their teaching 
endeavours. 

The new School Councillors are 
excited and happy to help lead 
Merredin College through the next 
year. 

Carly SilverðHead Girl 
Lachlan AlvaroðHead Boy 
Matilda HardyðCouncillor 
Emma IrvingðCouncillor 
Jaden WillisðCouncillor 
Erin LawrenceðCouncillor 

New Teaching Staff 

Daniel Holland 
Elarni Geary 
Lani Dickinson 
Milla Kett 
Shelby Roberts 

Year 8 
Arabella Sutherland 
Baillie Dean 
Olumide Onikola 
Year 9 
Chloe Carlson 
Savannah Spencer 

Year 10 
Jack Truglio 
Miranda Tompkin 

¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ нлнм /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ²ŜŜƪ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƘƻ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ 
/h±L5 ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴ tŜǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  

2021/22 School Councillors announced 

/ŀƭƭ флпм млпм 


