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COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at 29 November 2021  

Tested 1,947,634 

Confirmed Cases 1,121  

Recovered 1,109  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 3  

 

COVID-19 in Australia  

Vaccinations 39,201,853 (92.4%)  

Fully Vaccinated 17,938,056 

(87%) 

WAñCases 1,121ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 2,124 ñDeaths 14  

NSWñCases 81,499ñDeaths 625  

NTñCases 288ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 2,125ñDeaths 7  

SAñCases 932ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 239ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 120,814ñDeaths 1,325  
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By JANE PATRONI, Chairperson 
Merredin Railway Museum 

Despite a forecast predicted of a hot 
35 degrees, a crowd gathered at 
Merredinôs Railway Station on 
Monday 29 November to welcome 
and celebrate 50 years of continuous 
and efficient service of the 
Prospector train.   

Many guests included former railway 
employees for whom Merredin had 
been part of the advancement of their 
careers and home to their families.  

The air was full of laughter and the 
regaling of tales as colleagues and 
friends rekindled friendships and 
recounted experiences of previous 
times.  The oldest former railway 
employee to join the celebrations 
was local resident, Frank Playforth 
(95) who believed the days of steam, 
though hard, were unequalled.  

Former district traffic superintendent 
Brian Gale recalled some of the 
happenings around Merredin that 
may best be left unreported!  Many 
others had decided to take the 
opportunity to spend some extra time 
in Merredin and came a day earlier 
to catch up with friends. 

The crossover of the two trains was 
timely, with TransWA driver Gavin, 
giving the assembled group a couple 

ProspectorðHappy 50th Birthday 
of extra whistles.   

Train crews were given a ñgoodie 
boxò and passengers, a 
commemorative bookmark in 
recognition of the occasion.  With 
the departure of the trains the official 
duties commenced. Jane Patroni 
(Chair) welcomed everyone, gave an 
Acknowledgement of Country and 

introduced the speakers.  Hon Darren 
West MLC outlined the 
developments occurring in passenger 
rail transport.   

Ms Lindsey White (Operational 
Manager TransWA) acknowledged 
the importance of the Prospector 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Have your Say  

Kylie Powell: Thumbs Up and 
huge thank you to whoever 
had the foresight years ago to 
plant Jacaranda trees along the 
highway and up the High 
School Road.  It is a beautiful 
drive through town.. 

Jess Lloyd - Sitting around the pool all day . 

Cheryl Price - Sitting around a festive table with family, sitting under 

the tree giving gifts.  

Angel Wise - Eating with family.  

Ellie Andrews - Drinking Baileys with loved ones.  

Heather Giles - Family all together.  

What is your favourite Christmas tradition? 

Jill Tennant: Thumbs Up and 
congratulations CRC! How 
kind to put on such a 
wonderful entertainment and 
delicious food (Seniors 
Luncheon). 

Christine Carew-Hopkins: 
Thumbs Up to Merredin CRC, 
Merredin College Choir and 
Students and Elton John for 
the Seniors Luncheon. 

Debbie Morris: Thumbs Up to 
Kellerberrin, the Christmas 
Trees along the main street, 
look fantastic. 
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service to the people of the wheatbelt 
communities.   

Mr Mark McKenzie (Shire 
President) stated the Shireôs position 
on ensuring that a lobby for 
improved station facilities would be 
maintained. 

Guests enjoyed a sumptuous 
morning tea prepared by the ever-
capable CRC staff with the added 
bonus of the locally made, prize 
winning quiches, jelly cakes, scones 
and pikelets! 

Without doubt, the coup of the event 
was the display of the original 
Prospector model, kindly on loan 
from Rail Heritage Bassendean. 
Local lady Kath Brown, gave a loud 
gasp (priceless!) when she saw it, 
evoking memories of her years as a 
stewardess on the train prior to 
meeting and marrying Chris. Iôm 
sure she could tell a few stories if 
she chose! The model is currently 
housed in the Refreshment Room at 
the Museum.  It is certainly worth a 
look.  

The beautifully iced birthday cake 
was cut by Gloria Banks, former 
Merredin Shire President, Patron and 
former President of our Railway 
Museum.  Both she and her husband 

(Continued from page 1) 

ProspectorðHappy 50th Birthday cont. 
Joe were instrumental in lobbying 
for the preservation of the old 
Railway Station buildings which 
were set for demolition with the 
commencement of the standard 
gauge.   

Rosemary and Jim Lambert were a 
welcome presence, both having done 
so much in the early days of the 
building restoration. The hard work 
and vision of those early committee 
members has resulted in a great 
historical tribute to railway history in 
Merredin which today is enjoyed 
both locally and globally. 

After the official proceedings, guests 
were invited to visit the Railway 
Museum. 

These success of these occasions 
does not happen without good 
community support.  The members 
of the Merredin Railway Museum 
acknowledge and thank:  

¶ Deb and her crew at the CRC for 
their assistance in planning and 
catering; 

¶ The wonderful Menôs Shed for 
organising equipment, setting/
packing up the outside venue; 

¶ Karen and Mike at the Railway 
Station for giving us open access 
to the facility; 

¶ Philippa Rogers (President Rail 
Heritage) for granting permission 
for the model to come to 
Merredin;  

¶ Deb and Martin Morris for 
arranging and transporting the 
Prospector model from Rail 
Heritage Bassendean to Merredin 
and Louis Alberti for the use of 
his trailer;  

¶ Shire of Merredin, TransWA, Hon 
Rita Safiotti (Minister for 
Transport, Planning and Ports); 

¶ Hon Darren West MLC, Hon Mia 
Davies MLA; 

¶ Karen Manning ï for making the 
Birthday cake. It was delicious; 

¶ All our wonderful community 
cooks who baked an array of 
goodies;  

¶ Tracey McWilliam (Merredin 
Flowers and Gifts) who filled our 
helium balloons at no charge; 

¶ Our guests and former railway 
workers/families who travelled to 
Merredin; 

¶ Our great Merredin community 
who turned up to share the 
Birthday celebrations; and 

¶ Finally our small but dedicated 
Railway Museum Team of 
Volunteers. 

If anyone is interested in joining the 
Railway Museum group, please 
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Court Report  
15th November 2021 

Perth Central Law Courts 

Marcus Hayden appeared on a 
charge of common assault.  He was 
remanded to appear in Perth on the 
6th December 2021. 

Kyle Brown appeared on charges of 
no authority to drive (disqualified 
from holding or obtaining), and 
reckless driving.  He was remanded 
to appear in Perth on the 13th 
December 2021. 

Joondalup Courthouse 

Kevin Abbott plead not guilty on a 
charge of threats to injure, endanger 
or harm any person.  He was 
remanded to appear in Joondalup on 
the 24th November 2021. 

16th November 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

William Riley plead not guilty to 
charges of assault public officer, 
unlawfully assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation, being armed or 
pretending to be armed in a way that 
may cause fear, criminal damage or 
destruction of property, and unlawful 
wounding.  He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 7th December 

2021. 

18th November 2021 

Bunbury Courthouse 

Jimayne Williams plead not guilty to 
a charge of unlawfully assault and 
thereby did bodily harm with 
circumstances of aggravation.  He 
was remanded to appear in Bunbury 
on the 29th November 2021. 

19th November 2021 

Midland Courthouse 

Jayden Fanning plead guilty to 
charges of without lawful excuse 
trespassed on a place and stealing. 
He was remanded to appear in 
Midland on the 2nd June 2022. 

Mandurah Courthouse 

Reece Meekins was scheduled to 
appear.  He failed to appear.  A 
warrant has been issued for his 
arrest. 

22nd November 2021 

Bunbury Courthouse 

Sean Munns appeared on charges of 
burglary and commit, and stealing. 
He was remanded to appear in 
Bunbury on the 20th December 
2021. 

Northam Courthouse 

Craig Thompson plead not guilty to a 
charge of common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation, and two charges 
each of unlawfully assault and 
thereby did bodily harm with 
circumstances of aggravation, and 
breach of protective bail conditions. 
He was remanded to appear in 
Northam on the 29th November 
2021. 

David Hatch plead guilty to charges 
of gains benefit by fraud, and 
stealing as a public servant. He was 
remanded to appear in Northam on 
the 31st January 2022. 

23rd November 2021 

Merredin Courthouse 

Michelle Abrahams plead not guilty 
to a charge of reckless driving. The 
matter was adjourned to appear in 
Merredin on the 21st December 
2021. 

Sharon Downes was convicted on 
charges of exceed 0.08g alcohol per 
100ml of blood, and no authority to 
drive (expired).  She had her licence 
suspended for 9 months, fined $1450 
and ordered to pay costs of $259.30. 

George Hahn was convicted on a 
charge of possess a prohibited drug 
(cannabis).  He was fined $600 and 
ordered to pay costs of $259.30. 

Yasmin Hayden appeared on a 
charge of common assault.  She was 
remanded to appear in Merredin on 
the 7th December 2021. 

Tamika Kickett was convicted on a 
charge of no authority to drive ï 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension).  She had her licence 
suspended for 9 months, fined $400 
and ordered to pay costs of $259.30. 

Dylan Kitson was scheduled to 
appear at Merredin Courthouse on 
charges of no authority to drive ï 
cancelled, and did drive (or attempt 
to drive) a motor vehicle on a public 
road with a blood alcohol content 
exceeding 0.02g.  He failed to appear 
and a warrant has been issued for his 
arrest. 

Stevyn Lawrence was convicted on 
charges of possess a prohibited drug 
(cannabis), possessed drug 
paraphernalia in or on which there 
was a prohibited drug or plant, 
possessed a prohibited weapon, and 
possess a prohibited drug (MDMA). 
He was fined $1200 and ordered to 
pay costs of $259.30. 

Benjamin Lee was convicted on a 
charge of drove a motor vehicle 
under the influence of alcohol.  He 
had his licence suspended for 10 
months, was fined $1700 and 
ordered to pay costs of $259.30. 

Jamie McCarthy appeared on a 

charge of reckless driving. The 
matter was adjourned to appear in 
Merredin on the 7th December 2021. 

Clinton Murray plead not guilty to 
charges of common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation, breach of 
protective bail conditions, and 
impeded another personôs normal 
breathing or blood circulation by 
applying pressure to neck.  He was 
remanded to appear in Merredin on 
the 21st December 2021. 

Julie Petersen was convicted on a 
charge of failed to comply with 
requirements made by a member of 
the police force.  She had her licence 
suspended for 6 months, was fined 
$600 and ordered to pay costs of 
$251.50. 

Alicia Regan was convicted on 
charges of stealing, cultivate a 
prohibited plant, and possessed drug 
paraphernalia in or on which there 
was a prohibited drug or plant.  She 
was fined $800 and ordered to pay 
costs of $259.30. 

Tevita Taumalolo was convicted on 
three charges of criminal damage or 
destruction of property, two charges 
of disorderly behaviour in public, 
and one charge of re-enter licensed 
premises within 24hrs.  He received 
a 6 months suspended imprisonments 
order, suspended for 10 months, was 
fined $1200 and ordered to pay costs 
of $259.30. 

Tremaine Ward was convicted on a 
charge of common assault. He 
received a 6 months community 
based order. 

Robert Wynne appeared on five 
charges of possessed child 
exploitation material. He was 
remanded to appear in Merredin on 
the 21st December 2021. 

Wayne Green was convicted on a 
charge of breach of protective bail 
conditions and plead not guilty to 
charges of threats to injure, endanger 
or harm any person, and impeded 
another personôs normal breathing or 
blood circulation by applying 
pressure to neck, two counts of 
unlawfully assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation, and three counts of 
common assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation.  
He was remanded to appear in 
Northam on the 7th January 2022. 

Allan Hayden appeared on charges 
of assault occasioning bodily harm 
and unlawfully assault and thereby 
did bodily harm with circumstances 
of aggravation, plead guilty to 22 
counts of breached a family violence 
restraining order, and convicted on a 
charge of breach of protective bail 
conditions.  He was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 7 
December 2021. 
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My Thoughts  
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Why is 
Christmas so 
commercial?! 
Deck the halls itôs that time of year 
again.  Christmas means something 
different to every person, and so it 
should, we are a multi-cultural and 
free thinking race.   

I guess it depends on how we 
experienced Christmas as children, 
what we loved or hated about those 
old days of celebrating the special 
day shapes how we spread the cheer 
now.  

I donôt want to offend anyone with 
my thoughts on this however, year 
after year Jesusôs birthday bash 
seems to take on more and more 
fanfare.  The more I look around at 
the shops, at the under-the-pump 
stressed-out people and at the 
preparations that go into this one 
day, I just think why and when did 
Christmas become so bloody 
commercial? 

This is not about the ñright wayò to 
celebrate Christmas ï do you?  This 
is about taking a deep breath, 
stepping back and asking ourselves, 
do we really need five different 
meats at Christmas lunch?  Do all of 
our nieces, nephews, aunts and 
uncles need a haphazardly chosen 
token gift?  

The Christmas cost (which is way 
more than a financial cost) is what I 
am calling into question.  Why waste 
your time and hard earned money on 
gifts that will most probably become 
landfill?  Secret Santa or IOUs are a 
fun way to keep gift giving around 

but without a lot of expense and 
time.  There are other ways to do 
things just think outside the box and 
be the laziest version of yourself.  

My biggest issue with a 
contemporary Chrissie is the waste 
that it causes.  Time poor people, 
cash poor people throw up your 
hands and revolt, you will be 
surprised how easily you can make 
changes to old traditions without 
causing all hell to break loose.  

Everyone has their own traditions 
and Christmas specialties, if they 
make you happy and bring the family 
and friends together then that is the 
main thing.  If you dread the arrival 
of December and all the 
preparations, shopping, cleaning and 
cooking that Christmas has become 
synonymous with, then pair it right 
back, buy one gift and share the 
cooking load around ï also just a 
heads up we live in Australia and 
Christmas falls in summer where 
there is no snow and certainly no 
need for a full roast dinner spread ï 
unless this is what you want!  

I guess the gist is celebrate the day 
with all those that you love and 
dispense with the over the top 
present giving and commercialised 
crud.  

Wishing everyone a safe and festive 
season (however this looks to you 
and yours!!)  

�µChrissy Up Keller�¶ 
By JANINE JONES 

Christmas came to Kellerberrin early 
last Friday night, 26th November.  A 
four month campaign led by 2 local 
ladies, Jean Walker and Janine 
Jones, to ñChrissy Up Kellerò, 
culminated in a Twilight Market 
held at Centenary Park in Leake 
Street, Kellerberrin. 

During the week, Janine and Jean 
with the help of some of the local 
residents, decorated the main street 
of Kellerberrin with Christmas Trees 
decorated by the children at the local 
school.  Many of these trees and 
decorations had been donated by the 
citizens of Kellerberrin, or 
purchased from fundraising events 
also held by the two ladies. 

Leake Street was closed to local 
traffic from 3pm until 9pm so that 
residents and visitors could wander 
amongst the 30 plus stalls set up 
along the street.  The park had been 
decorated with yet more Christmas 
Trees and lights with some of them  
spilling across the road to decorate 
ñRoshanaò Frail Aged Home, much 
to the delight of the residents there. 

People who attended the Markets 
were treated to Live Music provided 
by Frank Morley, Peter Mitchell and 
Ben Chandler and an array of 
beautifully prepared food.  Santa and 
Mrs Claus arrived on a beautiful 
sleigh and joined in the party at 

around 7pm with loads of lollies for 
the kids and flowers for the Stall 
Holders and ladies.  

They also visited the residents at 
ñRoshanaòas they left, leaving 
residents delighted with their 
unexpected visitors.  


