
tǊƛŎŜΥ ϷнΦлл 

LƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ L{{¦9 

CǊƛŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ пǘƘ нлнм                                                           tIhb9Υ флпм млпм 

bŜǿ .ƛǊŘ /ŀƎŜ 
ŀǘ .ŜǊǊƛƴƎŀ 

tŀƎŜ мл 

COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at 1 June 2021  

Tested  1,192,695 

Confirmed Cases 1018  

Recovered 1006  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 3  

COVID-19 in Australia  
Vaccinations 4,212,899  

Fully Vaccinated 494,643 

(1.9%) 

WAñCases 1017ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 124 ñDeaths 3  

NSWñCases 5,587ñDeaths 54  

NTñCases 173ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 1,618ñDeaths 7  

SAñCases 754ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 234ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 20,598ñDeaths 820  
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Lots of support and funds raised 
around the region for  the Cancer 
Council Australiaôs Biggest Morning 
Tea on Thursday 27th May. 

Narembeen CRC hosted a morning 
tea at the Narembeen Pop-Up Shop. 
Thank you to everyone who 
supported such a great cause and 
thank you to those who donated a 
plate of morning tea. It was a 
wonderful morning enjoyed by more 
than 25 people!  

We are so grateful for the continuous 
support and effort our community 
puts in.  Our goal was to raise $300 
and we are happy to say we raised 
$922! What an AMAZING effort! 

Nungarin community came together 
to raise funds for this important 
cause.  The group gathered at 
Nungarinôs local Heritage, 
Machinery and Army Museum Caf® 
and enjoyed a delicious spread of 
sweet and savoury treats provided by 
McCorryôs B&B catering service.  

Prior to the morning tea the 
Nungarin CRC arranged a raffle to 
raise additional money, which was 
drawn and won by a Nungarin local.  

Cancer Council Australiaôs  
Biggest Morning Tea 

bŀǊŜƳōŜŜƴ .ƛƎƎŜǎǘ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ ¢Ŝŀ 

Same day appointments 

9041 2900 

bǳƴƎŀǊƛƴ .ƛƎƎŜǎǘ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ ¢Ŝŀ 

Overall, with some very generous 
donations our town raised $300 to 
which we hope will contribute to a 
cancer free future.  

Weôd like to thank everyone who 
attended and donated. 

Merredin Seventh-day Adventist 
Church had twenty five guests who 
enjoyed a spread of lovely cakes 
and slices and a wide assortment of 
hot drink options to choose from 
with $400 being raised. 

Merredin Fine Arts Society hosted 
their annual Biggest Morning Tea 
which they have proudly done for 
many years, and this year was no 
exception. 

The Gallery was decorated with 
blue and gold balloons and posters 
to remind us of the importance of 
having morning tea to raise funds 
for Cancer research.  And of course, 
there were many beautiful tasty 
treats that were certainly hard to 
resist. 

We also had a small raffle and the 
lucky winner was Annette 
Hombergen. We are pleased to            
have raised approximately $520.00. 

A big thankyou to our members and 
the wonderful bunch that joined us 
for the occasion. 
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Heather Giles ï Thumbs down 

to those who lose their rubbish 

on the road to the tip.  If you 

go on the road secure your 

load!!! 

Diane Last ï A really big 

thumbs up to people shopping 

in town and supporting our 

own locals, itôs making a big 

difference! 

Lesley Watson ï Big thumbs 

up to the organisers and 

contributors of the Bluelight 

disco! Well organised and 

plenty to keep the kids 

occupied! 

Have your Say  

Jamie Houston ï Thumbs up 

for the great work on the car-

park a couple of years ago.  

Now that the Newstart Allowance/Jobseeker Payment has returned to 
'normal' after the COVID-19 supplement, how are our community on NS/
JSP coping? Should the amount be increased? Decreased? What do you have 
to say about it? 
 
Belinda Fanciulli ï Yes it should with the price of land rates and rent rising. 
 
Taraeta Nicholls ï Sufficient, will vary depending on each individualôs 
circumstances.  What I will say about the rate is, the rate in present day is lower 
than it would be if it was still benchmarked against federal minimum wages 
instead of inflation. Very few charitable organisations in local area compared to 
those in metropolitan areas, the reimbursement of expenditure at the discretion 
of Jobactive providers against the Employment Fund General Account, are all 
factors that need to be considered before someone can say ñis it sufficientò. 
 
Trudy Carson ï I personally donôt think itôs enough, not when you have to pay 
for rent, utility bills and food, plus fuel and car rego just to name a few, very 
hard for some people to find work that are legitimately looking for work. 
 
Jamie Houston ï It has never been enough and itôs now worse than ever.  But 
our government passes laws to allow billion dollar corporations to pay little or 
no tax and even subsidises businesses that make billions in profit.  Our 
government is stealing from us (Lib/Lab all the same) and unless youôre a 
millionaire youôre paying for it. Theresa Jetta ï Thumbs down 

Apex Park, I thought it was 
getting an upgrade!  Only 
replacing play sand. 
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Two researchers from Griffith University, Dr 
Amelia Green and Professor Scott Weaven, are 
conducting a nation-wide study of Australian silo 
art. 

Silo art continually attracts media coverage and 
public discussion. However, comprehensive 
empirical and independent research into the 
social and economic impacts of this art is 
lacking.  

The first of its kind, this Griffith University study 
considers the social and economic impacts of silo 
art on the wellbeing of local communities who 
live in the towns with silo art, and people who 
travel from near and far to visit the art.  

ñOur initial interview research indicates the silo 
art that tells authentic stories about local 
communities engages visitors the most. While 
understanding tourist experiences is crucial, 
these artworks become prominent additions to a 
townôs landscape that local communities 
encounter everyday, sometimes multiple times a 
day. Understanding community perspectives is 
paramount,ò Dr Green said. 

The Wheatbelt is currently home to three of 
Western Australiaôs six painted silos (Merredin, 
Northam and Newdegate). Completed in 2017, 
Merredinôs silos were Australiaôs eleventh silo 
art.  

As part of their study, Dr Green and Professor 

You can also contact the lead researcher, Dr 
Amelia Green, directly via email 
amelia.green@griffith.edu.au or phone on 
0432557250.  

Weaven are running a survey and they would like 
to hear what the Merredin community think about 
the silo art in their town. The survey is also for 
people from surrounding towns such as Westonia, 
Cadoux, Bruce Rock and Corrigin who have 
visited Merredinôs silo art (or other silo art sites) to 
share their thoughts and feedback.  

ñParticularly given the history and nature of wheat 
and grain silos, we are especially keen to ensure 
this research considers the thoughts and 
perspectives of Australians living in rural regional 
areas of the country,ò Dr Green said.  

The findings of this research will inform future 
mural, public art, cultural, tourism and economic 
development projects throughout rural and regional 
Australia. The study will also support and shape 
the ongoing promotion, activation and extension of 
existing silo art sites.  

The survey is anonymous and it will not be 
possible to identify any participant in the findings 
of the research. 

The survey can be completed online by scanning 
the QR Code below. Paper copies of the survey are 
available from the Merredin Community Resource 
Centre.  

The first report from this study will be available 
late July 2021, and the survey will remain open 
until the 30th of June 2021.  

What do you think about Merredinôs silo art?   

Adults 50 or over are eligible to have their 
COVID-19 vaccination and this can be done at 
your local GP or Aboriginal Medical Service, you 
will need to call and make an appointment. 

Adults under 50 in the following groups: 

¶ Adults with an underlying medical condition 
(including disabilities). 

¶ Haematological diseases or cancers (including 
leukaemia, lymphoma or myeloma resulting in 
immunocompromised.   

¶ Solid organ transplant recipients who are on 
immune suppressive therapy. 

¶ Bone marrow transplant recipients or chimeric 
antigen receptor T-cell (CAR-T) therapy 
recipients or those with graft host disease. 

¶ Non-haematological cancer (diagnosed within 
the past 5 years or on chemotherapy, 
radiotherapy, immunotherapy or targeted anti-
cancer therapy, or with advanced disease 
regardless of treatment). 

¶ Adult survivors of childhood cancers 

¶ Chronic inflammatory conditions requiring 
medical treatments (check website for detailed 
list) 

¶ Primary or acquired immunodeficiency 

¶ Chronic renal (kidney) failure 

¶ Heart disease 

¶ Chronic lung disease 

¶ Diabetes 

¶ Sever obesity with a body mass index (BMI) of 
40kg/m2 

¶ Chronic liver disease 

¶ Chronic neurological conditions 

¶ Poorly controlled blood pressure 

Those living with significant disability requiring 
frequent assistance with activities of daily living. 

COVID VACCINATIONS 
Those with severe mental health conditions 
(including schizophrenia and bi-polar disorder). 

Carers of adults and children with underlying 
medical conditions. 

Essential outbound travellers with a travel 
exemption. 

Critical and high risk workers. 

Health care, aged care, disability care workers and 
volunteers. 

Quarantine and Border workers including 
household contacts. 

Appointments are available by calling 13 268 43.  
Merredin Regional Hospital clinic dates for 
vaccinations in this category are Thursday 3rd and 
4th June 2021.  

Check the website healthywa.wa.gov.au/
COVID19vaccine for a concise list of eligibility. 

mailto:amelia.green@griffith.edu.au
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Court Report  
18th May 2021 

Merredin Courthouse 

Andrew Castle was convicted of 
exceeding the speed limit between 
10 and 19 km/h, and exceeding 0.08g 
alcohol per 100ml of blood.  He was 
fined $700, ordered to pay costs of 
$248.70 and had his licence 
suspended for 6 months. 

Adam Cox appeared on a charge of 
caused smoke or excessive noise, or 
left a substance on the driving 
surface in a confiscation zone.  The 
matter was adjourned to appear in 
Merredin on the 17th August 2021. 

Christopher Davis appeared on a 
charge of having no authority to 
drive - suspended (other than fines 
suspension).  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Midland on 
the 16th June 2021. 

Beau Desmond appeared on a charge 
of unlawful assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation.  He was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 22nd June 
2021. 

Alessandro Fronterotta appeared on 
charges of having no authority to 
drive (fines suspended), and using an 
unlicensed vehicle on a road.  The 
matters were adjourned to appear in 
Perth on the 28th June 2021. 

Peter Garwood was convicted of 
exceeding the speed limit in a speed 
zone, did drive (or attempt to drive) a 
motor vehicle on a public road with a 
blood alcohol content exceeding 
0.05g, exceed the speed limit 
between 20 and 29 km/h.  He was 
fined $2000, ordered to pay costs of 
$248.70, and had his licence 
suspended for 6 months.  He was 
also convicted of exceeding 0.08g 
alcohol per 100ml of blood.  He had 
his licence suspended for 10 months. 

Travis Haines was convicted of 
having no authority to drive - 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension).  He was fined $1000, 
ordered to pay costs of $248.70, and 
had his licence suspended for a 
further 9 months. 

Jason Hill appeared on a charge of 
assault occasioning bodily harm.  He 
was remanded to appear in Merredin 
on the 3rd August 2021. 

Kevin Humphries appeared on a 
charge of common assault.  The 
matter was adjourned to appear in 
Merredin on the 9th June 2021. 

Muhammad Ismail appeared on a 
charge of a reckless driving speed of 
155 km/h or more.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Merredin on 
the 20th July 2021. 

Anna Jakopovic appeared on 2 
counts of assaulting a Public Officer.  
She was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 9th June 2021. 

Sheaylee Jeanes appeared on charges 
of common assault and common 
assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation.  
She was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 8th September 2021. 

Nicholas Mongoo appeared on 
charges of burglary and commit, and 
steal motor vehicle (as defined in 
section 371A Criminal Code).  He 
was remanded to appear in Merredin 
on the 9th June 2021. 

Siahn Schreuder appeared on a 
charge of a reckless driving speed of 
155 km/h or more.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Kalgoorlie on 
the 28th June 2021. 

Brett Simpson appeared on charges 
of exceeding the speed limit in a 
speed zone, and having no authority 
to drive - cancelled.  These matters 
were dismissed. 

Zoe Smith appeared on charges of 
used an unlicensed vehicle on a road, 
and failed to display P plates.  The 
matters were adjourned to appear in 
Merredin on the 9th June 2021. 

Robert Vincent was convicted of 
cultivating a prohibited plant.  He 
received an $800 suspended fine, 
suspended for 6 months. 

Bonnie Wallam was convicted of 
driving a motor vehicle under the 
influence of alcohol.  She was fined 
$900, ordered to pay costs of 
$248.70 and had her licence 
suspended for 10 months. 

Brandon Welshman appeared on a 
charge of aggravated grievous bodily 
harm.  He was remanded to appear in 
Merredin on the 22nd June 2021. 

Tristan Barnes appeared on charges 
of unlawful wounding, assault 
occasioning bodily harm, and 2 
counts of being armed or pretending 
to be armed in a way that may cause 
fear.  He was remanded to appear in 
Northam on the 31st May 2021. 

Marcus Hayden appeared on a 
charge of common assault.  He was 
remanded to appear in Northam on 
the 24th May 2021. 

William Riley appeared on charges 
of unlawful wounding, criminal 
damage or destruction of property, 
being armed or pretending to be 
armed in a way that may cause fear, 
unlawful assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation, and assault a Public 
Officer.  He was remanded to appear 
in Perth on the 27th May 2021. 

Perth Courthouse 

Jeffrey Thomas appeared on charges 
of possess a prohibited drug 
(Cannabis), disorderly behaviour in 
public, having ready access to both 
weapons and illegal drugs, failed to 
comply with requirements of a 
Police Officer (Sect. 25(1)), 

possession of prohibited drugs with 
intent to sell or supply 
(Amphetamine), breach of bail 
undertaking, obstructing Public 
Officers, reckless driving to escape 
pursuit by Police, no authority to 
drive - suspended (other than fines 
suspension), threats to injure, 
endanger or harm any person, caused 
smoke or excessive noise or left a 
substance on the driving surface in a 
confiscation zone, damaging 
property, common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation, 2 counts of 
threaten to kill and 2 counts of 
criminal damage or destruction of 
property.   He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 29th June 
2021. 

Melville Verhoeven appeared on 
charges of driving with prescribed 
illicit drug in oral fluid or blood, 
possessing a prohibited plant, with 
intent to do grievous bodily harm 
unlawfully wounds another, 2 counts 
of disorderly behaviour in public and 
2 counts of being armed or 
pretending to be armed in a way that 
may cause fear.   He was remanded 
to appear in Perth on the 8th June 
2021 

19th May 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Patrick Pickett appeared on charges 
of obscene acts in public, and 2 
counts of unlawful wounding.  He 
was remanded to appear in Perth on 
the 8th June 2021. 

20th May 2021 

Northam Courthouse 

Kerry Smith appeared on a charge of 
assault occasioning bodily harm.  He 

was remanded to appear in Northam 
on the 5th July 2021. 

24th May 2021 

Northam Courthouse 

Allan Hayden appeared on charges 
of unlawfully assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation, breach of protective bail 
conditions and 22 counts of breached 
a family violence restraining order.  
He was remanded to appear in 
Northam on the 31st May 2021. 

Marcus Hayden appeared on a 
charge of common assault.  He was 
remanded to appear in Northam on 
the 31st May 2021. 

27th May 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

David Kelberg was listed to appear 
on 2 counts of breached a family 
violence restraining order.  He failed 
to appear.  A warrant was issued for 
his arrest. 

William Riley appeared on charges 
of unlawful wounding, criminal 
damage or destruction of property, 
being armed or pretending to be 
armed in a way that may cause fear, 
unlawfully assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation, and assault Public 
Officer.  He was remanded to appear 
in Perth on the 3rd June 2021. 

28th May 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Lindsay George appeared on a 
charge of attempt to pervert the 
course of justice.  He was remanded 
to appear in Perth on the 19th August 
2021. 
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Sandy 

Hooper 

End of Life 

My Thoughts  

Itôs hard for people to talk about 
death and it is said the soul finds its 
place in the after life, but not before 
some suffer shock, denial, a state of 
disbelief, pain, anger, depression, 
acceptance and hope is felt both by 
the dying and the living that are left 
behind.  Not everyone will 
experience these feelings, nor in this 
order, and we may remain with some 
of these feelings for months, if not 
years.  

Grief is an overwhelming feeling and 
can be a difficult process. Where 
denial can be considered a coping 
mechanism, anger is a masking 
effect. We may ask ourselves 
questions ówhat ifô and óif onlyô?  
We may choose to isolate ourselves 
from others to fully cope with the 
loss of a loved one or deal with a 
terminal illness.  We may become 
depressed, feeling foggy, heavy and 
confused, and ask ourselves what is 
the point without them, or why me?   

At some point in everyoneôs life they 
will experience some sort of grief.  
Grief is not very neat or linear. It 
doesnôt follow timelines or 
schedules.  We may cry and feel lost, 
and empty. Everyone grieves 
differently, but one thing is for sure, 
we have had a major change in our 
life that upends the way we feel 
about many things.  

For the person who is dying we can 
provide emotional support by 
listening and being present, and 
holding their hand.  We can arrange 
visits with people that the person 
wants to see and share memories, we 
can let them know that we are there 
for them. We can distract their mind 
from their misery, tell them we love 
them, and that they are not alone.  
We can try and create a semblance of 
normalcy, and be a good listener.  
We should not focus on their illness, 
but help them with their concerns by 
offering to make a list of questions 
for their doctor.  They may wonder 
what to expect when their death is 
near. They may want close friends 
and family with them at this lonely 
and terrifying time. Their wishes 
should be at the fore front of all 
thinking. Our own lives may take a 
back step while we help our loved 
one through their anguish.  This is 
such a tender time requiring balance 
between the needs of the family and 
the wishes of the dying person. 
Keeping the wishes of a dying person 
can provide a sense of control for 

them at this vulnerable time, and we 
must respect their dignity to the end. 
The gathering of family and close 
friends become a quiet signal to all 
that death may be near, and if 
possible by allowing the dying 
person to pass in their own 
comfortable surroundings will be a 
blessing for them.  

Having just lost my Dad, I 
experienced his suffering immensely, 
be it with the pain he was constantly 
in, be it his terror leaving mum on 
her own and all of us, his loving 
family that he adored, be it just not 
ready to die.  Dadôs loss of quality of 
life some time before took a toll on 
his mental health and we all tried 
anything to help his days pass with 
ease.  Some days were better than 
others, but his intense suffering 
became too much to bear, to where 
my Dad said to me only a few days 
before he passed ñthere are not 
enough miracles Sam!ò  

I wrote my Dadôs eulogy, which you 
can read in this edition.  I wrote this 
from our time together.  He loved 
talking about his life, we would 
spend hours as he reminisced about 
his past, so I chose to write it down, 
never to be forgotten.  Stories for 
generations to come.  My Dad had a 
full life of adventures and I loved 
hearing them all.  He was an icon in 
the Wheatbelt and his family 
consisted of five generations here. 
He truly was a special and interesting 
man.  

I would also like to thank Toni and 
Mark at Peter Jackson Funeral 
Directors, Justin Freind at Cummins 
Theatre, Tracey McWilliam at 
Merredin Flowers and Gifts, Di Giles 
at Wheatbelt Prestige Designs, 
Cynthia at Dimensions Cafe and the 
Shire of Merredin for providing such 
a beautiful and peaceful resting place 
for my Dad. 

By DEBBIE MORRIS 

Sunday 23 May, 12 volunteers 
from the Railway and Military 
Museums got together for a 
Heritage Walk around Merredinôs 
CBD as part of National Volunteer 
Week.  It was great to hear about 
the buildings that were there a 
long time ago and their uses and 
how they have changed over the 
years.  The volunteers had lots of 
memories and information which 
were shared and discussed and will 
be added to the Heritage Walk 
Booklet. 

The Walk finished at the Railway 
Museum where another 7 
volunteers joined the group for 

Railway and Military 

Museums celebrate together  
lunch and an opportunity for both 
Museums, who are reliant on 
volunteers, to network and discuss 
how they operate with the number 
of volunteers and possible ways of 
attracting new volunteers, as well 
as the up and coming Gateway 
Merredin festival which is planned 
for September this year and 
involves both Museums.   

The Museum volunteers also 
discussed the Shireôs CBD Plan 
that, if and when implemented, will 
have effects on both Museums. 

Overall it was a very enjoyable and 
successful day which was made 
possible by Lotterywest through the 
National Volunteer Week grant. 

Military Museum grants 
By ROB ENDERSBEE 

The Merredin Military Museum 
was the grateful recipient of two 
grants recently.  Firstly one 
from the Shire of Merredin 
Community Funding Grant for 
$1900, which was used for the 
construction of a stand alone 
display case in our ñPost WWIIò 
room.  

The case not only protects our 
collection of uniforms and 
equipment but allows a 360 
degree view of the exhibits, with 
an added bonus being that when 
we redevelop the Post WWII 
Gallery, we can simply wheel 
the cabinet to a new location. 

The second grant was Collgar 
Community Fund for $2000 to 
upgrade our office computer 
equipment, which was very 

timely, as our computer stopped 
working the week before our new 
equipment was installed. 

Another new addition to the 
Museum is an internet connection 
enabling us to do any necessary 
research.  
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Tales from the Rails 

RAIL WA 150 ï 2021 Celebrating 150th Anniversary of Railways in Western Australia 

By JANE PATRONI, Chairperson 

In celebrating railway achievement in 

WA, it is a good time to focus on the 

importance of the rail to Merredin. In 

this edition, the final in our series of 

how the railway came to Merredin, we 

focus on the gallant efforts both 

individually and collectively 

undertaken to conserve the station 

buildings as a Museum.  This 

information forms part of our ongoing 

commitment to showcase the Railway 

Museum through the Interpretation 

and Design Concept Plan. The railway 

was pivotal to the development of 

Merredin, the Goldfields and the state 

of Western Australia. 

Saving the Railway Station 
In 1963 the WAGR Chief Mechanical 

Engineer decreed that Merredin would 

be fully dieselised by the end of 

1963/64 with diesel locomotives used 

on all branch lines.  Merredin 

locomotive depot was almost devoid of 

steam by 1964 but it was not until 

1969 that this was finally achieved.  

The old locomotive depot was 

remodelled to cope with standard and 

narrow-gauge operations and was 

relocated to West Merredin. 

 
As previously, minor day to day 

operational repairs could be 

undertaken there, but heavier 

engineering work was done in the 

WAGRôs main depot or workshops.  

The other major problem for WAGR 

was the size of the gauge.  At 

Parkeston, 4 kms east of Kalgoorlie, 

the narrow gauge Western Australian 

line met the standard-gauge line from 

the east, and everything had to be 

manually transferred from one to the 

other. 

 
In 1966, the standard-gauge line was 

finally extended to Fremantle.  

Merredin acquired new grain storage 

and transfer facilities at West 

Merredin, to handle the grain brought 

in on the narrow-gauge branch lines. 

 
Since 1937 two express passenger 

trains had operated through Merredin 

to Kalgoorlie.  The ónewô 1937 train 

was the Westland Express that 

functioned as the link to the Trans-

Australian Railway and carried only 

passengers who were booked for inter-

state travel.  When the first Trans-

Australian train ran through to Perth 

from South Australia in 1969, the 

Westland Express ceased to run.   

In 1970 the standard-gauge rail link 

from Perth to Sydney opened for 

passenger trains and freight had begun 

to operate on the new line.  Later that 

year the Northam to Merredin narrow-

gauge rail link closed resulting in 

narrow-gauge traffic being routed from 

Northam to Merredin via Goomalling 

and Wyalkatchem.   

 
With the commencement of services 

by the óProspectorô rail car service 

from East Perth to Kalgoorlie, the 

Kalgoorlie Express was redundant 

and the last train ran on 29 November 

1971 after which the narrow-gauge 

link between Merredin and Kalgoorlie 

was closed and dismantled. 

 
With the advent of standard-gauge, a 

new railway yard with facilities was 

built at West Merredin and even 

though the branch line services north 

and south of Merredin continued, they 

were all operated from West Merredin.  

The Merredin Railway administration 

area became redundant in 1968 and a 

new stopping place for passengers was 

then commissioned. 

 
The Merredin Museum and Historical 

Society was formed in 1970, as a result 

of a meeting called by the Shire 

Council, with one of the main 

objectives being ñto pursue the 

possibility of obtaining the old 

Merredin Railway Station building to 

develop as either a major railway and 

folk museum, or at least to endeavour 

to preserve them as a separate unit of 

the possible óCummins House Folk 

Museum Schemeô.ò 

 
In November 1970, the committee met 

with representatives of the Museum 

Board with the view to establishing 

one of 10 proposed Regional Museums 

in Merredin.  At the inaugural Annual 

General Meeting of Merredin Museum 

and Historical Society in 1971, the 

Chairman reported of progress 

including the emphasis on attaining 

Shire vested ownership of the railway 

station.  The AGM resolved to 

vigorously raise funds for the 

museumôs development plan. 

 
The Minister for Railways, indicated it 

was possible to establish a museum at 

the railway station however he also 

identified problems with the proposal - 

the Narembeen narrow-gauge line 

needed to be rerouted at no cost to 

railways, and it was not possible to 

vest the museum land in the Shire 

because railways had an ongoing use 

for the land. 

 
By 1973, the railway station complex 

was under threat of demolition.  

WAGR offered a conditional lease to 

the Shire of Merredin, who refused due 

to the financial outlay involved.  In 

March 1973, at a special Shire Council 

meeting, the Council resolved not to 

take responsibility for the station or 

offer any support to the Merredin 

Museum and Historical Society. 

 
After a public information campaign 

by the Merredin Museum and 

Historical Society, the Merredin Shire 

Council announced that a referendum 

would be held on 24 February 1974.  

The referendum asked the question: 

óDo you favour the retention of the old 

Merredin Railway Station buildings?ô  

The referendum recorded 534 óYesò 

votes, giving support for the retention 

of the railway station buildings.  The 

Shire of Merredin still hesitated on the 

lease, and the Merredin Museum and 

Historical Society was required to 

find $15,000 to relocate the 

Narembeen line and restore the 

buildings.  Monies totalling $35,000 

were arranged through a loan from the 

R & I Bank, a Commonwealth grant 

and a grant from the Department of 

Tourism.  Public support was gathered 

to raise the districtôs $15,000 share of 

the funds.  By May 1975, the 

relocation of the line was imminent 

after the Merredin Museum and 

Historical Society tendered the 

required amount to WAGR, and 

conservation works were due to start 

on the buildings. 

 
After considerable community support 

and much hard work by the members 

of the Merredin Museum and 

Historical Society, the Old Station 

Museum opened in 1978. 

 
Merredin Railway Station Group, 

comprising a timber Water Tower 

and square tank, a timber Signal 

Cabin on a steel stand, a brick and 

tile Refreshment Rooms with cellar, 

a brick and iron Waiting Rooms, 

and a brick and tile Main Station 

Building, has cultural heritage 

significance and was made a 

Permanent Entry of Heritage Places 

on 26 February 1999. 

 
The Merredin Railway Station Group 

is one of the most complete and 

authentic groups of railway buildings 

in Western Australia and is capable of 

demonstrating functions that are no 

longer practised, the place has a 

landmark setting in the Merredin town 

and contributes to the townscape and 

character of Merredin and to the local 

and the wider communityôs sense of 

place.  

 
The place is highly valued by the 

Merredin community as a reminder of 

Merredin's past as an important railway 

junction. The place was the centre of 

Western Australian Government 

Railwayôs maintenance operations on 

the Eastern Goldfields Railway from 

1904 to 1969. 

 
Snippets from the Signal Box: We 

recently had the pleasure of hosting 

Mr Colin Martin and his lovely 

family to the Railway Museum. 

Colin reminisced about his days as a 

steam locomotive driver and was 

able to label a diagram of the cab 

interior of our G117 steam engine so 

that some of the many questions 

asked of us are answered with 

accuracy.  We enjoyed listening to 

Colinôs recollections as a driver and 

the many changes he has seen to rail 

employment and the changing face 

of Merredin over the years. To Colin 

and family ï our sincere thanks and 

appreciation! 

PS: If you would like to share some 

railway experiences, weôd love to hear 

them.  Call in to the Railway Museum 

for a visit or contact Jane 

(janepat55@gmail.com) 
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Tales from the Train 
A modern take on travelling by train 

Being back on the train again is a 
rich smorgasbord of entertainment, 
if only you are willing to keep your 
ears open.  I heard the best 
conversation in the world today and 
I would have given anything to hear 
BOTH sides of it.  I had lodged 
myself firmly against the window, 
happily masked up with my purple-
lined cat creation and was enjoying 
the fashion choices of the masks 
around me.  We had an Australian 
flag mask worn by the sort of 
person who might be on the 
militant side of patriotism, 
amusingly flanked by someone 
with a blue mask covered in little 
yellow stars on one side and a red 
mask on the other ï it would have 
been perfect if the red mask had 
white stripes, but life is seldom 
perfect.  It was close enough to 
make me chuckle.  We had a 
spectacular pink flamingo job to the 
left, surrounded by a sea of 

disposable masks that should 
already have been disposed of.  But 
somewhere behind me, 3-4 seats 
back by my aural calculation, was a 
middle-aged woman from 
somewhere in the north of the UK.  
She had a particularly unctuous 
accent which so attracted my ear 
that I turned off my audio book and 
was just enjoying her mellifluous 
cadence and gift of expression as 
she commiserated with another 
middle-aged woman (presumably) 
over the phone.  The BEST 
SENTENCE OF TODAY was in 
response to some sort of complaint 
about bad language in modern 
music, to which she replied ñwell 
letôs just say that the lyrics werenôt 
óWhoops, have a banana!ô dear.ò 
The whole rest of the day, the 
answer to any question has been 
ñWhoops! Have a banana!ò I might 
end up in HR, but it would be 
worth it. 

 

Police Report  
By Acting Senior Sergeant CHRIS 
THOMPSON, Merredin Police 

Over the past couple of weeks local 
police have been kept busy with a 
number of reported offences.  

On the 3rd of May there was a large 
group of mountain bikers that were 
participating in the Youth Futures 
Pipeline Challenge cycling event. 
This group of riders and their 
support crews were travelling from 
Kalgoorlie to Mundaring. The group 
stopped overnight in Merredin 
camping at the Recreation Centre 
grounds. Sometime between 2.00am 
and 5.00am thieves cut a bicycle 
lock and stole two mountain bikes 
that were valued at approximately 
$6000 each.  

As a result of some pro-active police 
work, both of the mountain bikes 
have been recovered and returned to 
the rightful owners.  A 17-year-old 
youth from Merredin was 
apprehended and referred to the 
Juvenile Justice Team for this 
offence.   

On the 17th May a number of people 
entered the Merredin College 
grounds without permission and 
caused a disturbance with one of the 
students. Teachers intervened and 
police were called. An investigation 
was commenced resulting in a 18-
year-old male being charged with 
trespassing and being armed to cause 
fear.  A juvenile has also been 
formally dealt with for trespassing.  

On the 21st May police stopped a 
vehicle in town for an RBT and 
noticed a very strong smell of 
cannabis emanating from the vehicle.  

After a quick search the driver was 
found to be concealing 28 grams of 
cannabis down the front of his pants. 
A 48-year-old male from Merredin 
was summonsed to court for that 
matter.  

Merredin Police would like to thank 
all the people that attended the Blue 
Light Disco. It was a great success 
with over 150 kids turning up for the 
junior disco. It was a fun night with 
plenty of óboy dancingô moves on 
display!  The numbers were down for 
the older kids, hopefully we can get 
them on board and create a great 
event for them as well.  

There has been an increased number 
of stealing complaints where bicycles 
and scooters have been stolen from 
out the front of peopleôs homes. It 
appears there are a few low-lives 
around that think they have the right 
to go onto other peopleôs property 
and steal their stuff.  We would ask 
you not to leave these items out 
unsecured and deny these thieves the 
opportunity to take your property.  

I would like to introduce our latest 
member to the Merredin Police 
Station, Constable Lauren Kemp 
who has just transferred from 
Belmont Police Station.  We look 
forward to having Lauren on our 
team and becoming a valued member 
of the community.  

We are also pleased to report that 
Probationary Constable Matt Larsen 
who injured his knee shooting hoops 
with local youths is making a speedy 
recovery after his knee 
reconstruction surgery.  

Until next time stay safe.  


