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COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at 2 November 2021  

Tested 1,868,982 

Confirmed Cases 1,112  

Recovered 1,103  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 0  

 

COVID-19 in Australia  

Vaccinations 19,186,289 (74.7%)  

Fully Vaccinated 16,529,442 

(64.3%) 

WAñCases 1,112ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 1,780 ñDeaths 13  

NSWñCases 75,407ñDeaths 572  

NTñCases 225ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 2,090ñDeaths 7  

SAñCases 918ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 237ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 90,261ñDeaths 1,125  
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By KOHDEE SWINWOOD 

Following the October 16 Local 
Government Ordinary Postal 
Elections, four candidates were 
elected to the role of Councillor for 
the Shire of Merredin for a term of 4 
years.   

The Shire would like to congratulate 
and welcome the new and re-elected 

Shire of Merredin Welcome  
New Councillors 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊǎΣ 5ƻƴƴŀ /ǊƻƻƪΣ aŜƎŀƴ {ƛƳƳƻƴŘǎΣ WǳƭƛŜ CƭƻŎƪŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ wƻƳƻƭƻ tŀǘǊƻƴƛ 

Councillors for 2021; Donna Crook, 
Julie Flockart, Megan Simmonds, 
and Romolo Patroni. 

The Councillors were sworn into 
their positions by Temporary CEO 
Mark Dacombe at a ceremony held 
prior to the October Ordinary 
Council Meeting on 19 October at 
4pm.  

The Shire would also like to 
congratulate the new Shire President 
Mark McKenzie, and Deputy 
President Leah Boehme, whose 
terms will expire in 2023. 

{ƘƛǊŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀǊƪ aŎYŜƴȊƛŜ 

5ŜǇǳǘȅ {ƘƛǊŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ [ŜŀƘ .ƻŜƘƳŜ 
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5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ ό! ²99Y .9Chw9 L{{¦9 5!¢9ύ 
!ǊǝŎƭŜǎΥ рǇƳ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 

!ŘǾŜǊǘǎΥ .ƻƻƪƛƴƎ рǇƳ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 
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/ƻƴǘŜƴǘκǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴτ5ŜōōƛŜ aƻǊǊƛǎ 

ƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴϪŎǊŎΦƴŜǘΦŀǳ 
!ŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎτ 

ƳŀǊƪŜǝƴƎϪƳŜǊǊŜŘƛƴŎǊŎΦŎƻƳ 
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ǿǿǿΦǇƘƻŜƴƛȄƴŜǿǎΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ 
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Have your Say  

Esther Robartson: Thumbs up 
to the staff at Merredin 
Hospital, Berringa Lodge & 
Moorditj Mia who all work so 
hard.  Thumbs up to the 
Library staff who are happy to 
choose and deliver books.  

Hayley Billing: A Police Officer. 

Mark Beadle: In grade one it was ñlots of menò I wanted to try a dozen 
different jobs but by grade 3, I had settled on scientist. 

Jan Clune: A hairdresser as my bald doll could testify (really thought her hair 
could grow again). 

Kath Warnes: A hairdresser. 

Stephanie Welsh: A nurse.  I got 3 years in before being forced out. 

Deb Ransom: A nurse.  It didnôt work out as blood was a bit of an issue.  
Working in Pharmacy was a wonderful alternative as I was still able to help 
people. 

Sherelle Lee Mau: A ballerina. 

Diane Last: Architect. 

Taleah Fruin: A chef.  I became a nail tech instead. 

Holly Taylor:  Hairdresser, that certainly didnôt happen.  Iôm nearly an 
accountant.  

What did you want to be when you grew up? 

Christine Thyne - Thumbs up.  
After 30 years of asking for a 
footpath near our house, I 
would like to thank Cr Patroni 
for visiting and advocating for 
the footpath, as we now have a 
wonderful footpath down our 
street, making walking a lot 
safer for this elderly person.  

Shara Cervantes:  Thumbs up 
to the young couple and 
gentleman that pushed my car 
out of the intersection when it 
broke down. 

Katy Hunt:  Thumbs up to the 
Kellerberrin community for 
the Pink up week. 
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By Acting Inspector HEATH 
SOUTAR 

Merredin Police Station Blue Light 
along with Avon Community 
Services, Merredin Youth 
Committee and the Shire of 
Merredin held their Collgar Wind 
Farm sponsored Halloween Party on 
Saturday 30 October at the Merredin 
Residential College. 

What a night it was, with over 175 
children attending and enjoying a 
wonderful night.  Several parents 
also got dressed up into the 
Halloween theme and had a blast 
during the course of the night. 

The evening saw competitions, 
dancing, singing, giveaways and 
plenty of sweet treats for all in 
attendance.  The highlight of the 
night though was the tunnel of terror. 
This maze of horrors came with an 
óenter at your own riskô warning. 
This didnôt stop many of the kids 
going through several times to enjoy 

Blue Light Halloween Disco 
the experience and see what they 
missed first time around.  Some of 
the volunteers who were strategically 
placed in the tunnel, in costume, 
enjoyed it more than the kids! 

Nights like this are not easy to 
organise and we must thank all of our 
sponsors who contributed to making 
it such a huge success, there are too 
many to name but a special mention 
goes to the main sponsor Collgar 
WindFarm. We must also thank the 
volunteers that gave up many hours 
in the lead up to set the Halloween 
themed night up and build the 
amazing tunnel of terror that kids 
will well and truly remember. We 
also had additional volunteers on the 
night to ensure it all ran smoothly.   

A big thanks also goes to our 
wonderful community who attended 
to make the Halloween Disco a night 
to remember. The good news is - we 
are already planning next years event 
to be bigger and better. 

Looking ahead to another 25 yearsô supporting 

stroke survivors in Western Australia 
Stroke Foundation is marking a 
major milestone with a vow to 
continue fighting for the best 
treatment and care for Western 
Australians living with the impacts 
of stroke.  

This month marks Stroke 
Foundationôs 25-year anniversary. 
The not-for-profit is the only 
national organisation focused on 
stroke prevention, treatment, and 
recovery for all Australians.  

This is critical in a state with so 
many remote towns and where 
getting help quickly can be severely 
hindered by distance.  More than 800 
people died in Western Australia last 
year and 43,000 people are living 
with the impact of stroke.  

Stroke Foundationôs State Manager 
for Western Australia, Luke Hays, 

says that is why the organisation 
works hard to advocate for specialist 
stroke services.  

ñWe would like to see more 
dedicated stoke units established 
across the stateôs health facilities and 
a greater focus on improving the 
quality of care.  That way more 
people will have their stroke 
emergency treated as quickly and 
effectively as possible, which will 
save lives and reduce the chance of 
permanent, severe disability for 
many stroke patients.ò  

Mr Hays says it is important for all 
Australians to learn the F.A.S.T 
message to help recognise a stroke.  

Å Face Check their face. Has their 
mouth drooped?  

Å Arms Can they lift both arms?  

Å Speech Is their speech slurred? Do 
they understand you?  

Å Time is critical. If you see any of 
these signs call triple zero (000) 
straight away  

Mr Hays says a highlight of Stroke 
Foundationôs first 25 years has been 
the establishment of the free national 
phone service StrokeLine.  This is 
not an emergency service but a 
support line which offers practical 
and confidential advice and can be a 
lifeline for people living in our most 
remote communities.  

ñBut there is always more we could 
be doing, so our next 25 years at 
Stroke Foundation will be focused 
on championing new avenues in 
prevention, treatment, and recovery 
to make the future brighter and help 
people with stroke live well.ò  
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Court Report  
18th October 2021 

Northam Courthouse 

Kerry Kordell Smith plead guilty to a 
charge of assault occasioning bodily 
harm.  She was remanded to appear 
in Northam on the 29th November 
2021. 

Perth Central Law Courts 

Marcus Hayden appeared on a 
charge of common assault.  He was 
remanded to appear in Perth on the 
15th November 2021. 

19th October 2021 

Merredin Courthouse 

Jon Beddow was convicted of 
common assault.  He was fined $500 
and ordered to pay costs of $259.30. 

Grant Blake was convicted of no 
authority to drive ï suspended (other 
than fines suspension).  He had his 
licence suspended for 9 months, was 
fined $1000 and ordered to pay costs 
of $259.30. 

Scott Cunningham was convicted of 
no authority to drive ï cancelled.  He 
was remanded to appear in Merredin 
on the 7th December 2021. 

Leigh Ferris appeared on a charge of 
breaching a family violence 
restraining order.  He was remanded 
to appear in Merredin on the 2nd 
November 2021. 

Paul Harder appeared on charges of 
possessing prohibited drugs with 
intent to sell or supply, possessing 
drug paraphernalia in or on which 
there was a prohibited drug or plant, 
cultivating a prohibited plant with 
intent to sell or supply and two 
charges of being an unlicensed 
person who possesses firearm/
ammunition.  He was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 7th 
December 2021. 

David Hatch appeared on charges of 
stealing as a public servant and gains 
benefit by fraud.  The matters were 
adjourned to appear in Merredin the 
2nd November 2021. 

Allan Hayden was convicted on a 
charge of breach of protective bail 
conditions, appeared on a charge of 
unlawfully assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation, and was found guilty of 
22 counts of breaching a family 
violence restraining order.  He was 
remanded to appear in Merredin on 
the 23rd November 2021. 

Jacqueline Hayden was convicted of 
disorderly behaviour in public.  She 
was fined $600 and ordered to pay 
costs of $259.30. 

Nathon Hayden was convicted of 
disorderly behaviour in public.  He 
was fined $600 and ordered to pay 
costs of $259.30. 

Reginald Hayden plead not guilty to 

a charge of no authority to drive ï 
cancelled. The matter was adjourned 
to appear in Northam on the 8th 
December 2021. 

Tyrone Hayden appeared on charges 
of disorderly behaviour in public, re-
enter licensed premises within 24hrs, 
and criminal damage or destruction 
of property.  He was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 2nd 
November 2021. 

Yasmin Hayden appeared on a 
charge of common assault.  She was 
remanded to appear in Merredin on 
the 2nd November 2021. 

Amanda James appeared on 15 
charges of being a person who 
breaches a CRO or community order 
without reasonable excuse.  The 
matter was adjourned to appear in 
Merredin on the 2nd November 
2021. 

Sheaylee Jeanes appeared on a 
charge of reckless driving and was 
remanded to appear in Merredin on 
the 2nd November 2021.  She also 
appeared on two charges of no 
authority to drive (never held) and 
the matters were adjourned to appear 
in Merredin on the 2nd November 
2021. 

Sean Munns was convicted of 
disorderly behaviour in public, 
disorderly behaviour in a police 
station or lockup, and an indecent act 
in a police station.  He was fined a 
total of $2000 and ordered to pay 
costs of $134.50.  He also appeared 
on charges of stealing, and burglary 
and commit.  He was remanded to 
appear in Bunbury on the 22nd 
November 2021. 

Clinton Reid was convicted on a 
charge of no authority to drive ï 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension).  He had his licence 
suspended for 9 months, was given a 
fine of $400 and ordered to pay costs 
of $259.30. 

Philip Smith appeared on two 
charges of breaching a family 
violence restraining order.  He was 
remanded to appear in Merredin on 
the 3rd November 2021. 

Penetana Thomas-Headley was 
convicted on a charge of driving with 
a prescribed illicit drug in oral fluid 
or blood.  He had his licence 
suspended for 3 months, was given a 
fine of $500, ordered to pay costs of 
$259.30, and to pay an analyst fee of 
$200. 

Desmond Walsh was convicted on a 
charge of disorderly behaviour in 
public.  He was fined $600 and 
ordered to pay costs of $259.30. 

Tremaine Ward was convicted on a 
charge of common assault.  The 
matter was adjourned to appear in 
Merredin on the 23rd November 
2021. 

Robert Wynne appeared on a charge 
of possessing child exploitation 
material.  He was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 7th 
December 2021. 

Craig Thompson plead not guilty on 
a charge of common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation, two charges of 
unlawful assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation, and two charges of a 
breach of protective bail conditions. 
He was remanded to appear in 
Northam on the 22nd November 
2021. 

Shannon Summers plead not guilty 
on charges of unlawful assault and 
thereby did bodily harm with 
circumstances of aggravation and 
being armed or pretending to be 
armed in a way that may cause fear. 
He was remanded to appear in 
Northam on the 7th January 2022. 
He was convicted of charges 
disorderly behaviour in public, 
disorderly behaviour in a police 
station or lockup, possessing drug 
paraphernalia in or on which there 
was a prohibited drug or plant, and 
common assault in circumstances of 
aggravation or racial aggravation.  
He received a 9 month community 
based order, was fined a total of 
$300 and ordered to pay costs of 
$130.50. 

Narrogin Courthouse 

Jake Day appeared on a charge of 
possessing and prohibited drug 
(cannabis), two charges of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant, and plead guilty to a charge 
of stealing.  He was remanded to 
appear in Narrogin on the 23rd 
November 2021. 

Perth Central Law Courts 

Kyle Brown appeared on charges of 
no authority to drive (disqualified 
from holding or obtaining), and 
reckless driving.  He was remanded 
to appear in Perth on the 15th 
November 2021. 

Ralph Palmer plead not guilty to 
previous charges.  He was remanded 
to appear in Perth on the 20th 
January 2022. 

Tom Wood plead not guilty to 
charges of common assault in 
circumstances of aggravation or 
racial aggravation, damaging 
property, assault occasioning bodily 
harm and two charges of unlawfully 
assault and thereby did bodily harm 
with circumstances of aggravation. 
He was remanded to appear in Perth 
on the 11th March 2022. 

22nd October 2021 

Mandurah Courthouse 

Reece Meekins appeared on four 
charges of failing to comply with 
reporting obligations.  He was 
remanded to appear in Mandurah on 
the 19th November 2021. 

Midland Courthouse 

Jayden Fanning plead guilty to 
charges of without lawful excuse 
trespassing on a place, and stealing. 
He was remanded to appear in 
Midland on the 19th November 
2021. 

Rockingham Courthouse 

Peter Litwin appeared on two 
charges of dangerous driving causing 
bodily harm in a manner that was 
dangerous to the public.  He was 
remanded to appear in Rockingham 
on the 29th October 2021. 

25th October 2021 

Northam Courthouse 

Tennessee Knapp appeared on a 
charge of having no authority to 
drive ï cancelled.  He was remanded 
to appear in Northam on the 1st 
November 2021. 

26th October 2021 

Perth Central Law Courts 

William Riley plead not guilty to 
charges of assaulting a public officer, 
unlawful assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation, being armed or 
pretending to be armed in a way that 
may cause fear, criminal damage or 
destruction of property, and unlawful 
wounding.  He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 16th 
November 2021. 
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Kohdee  

Swinwood 

My Thoughts  Letter to the Editor  

A Mental 
Hurdle 

Nothing has tested me more than 
pregnancy, even though it is 
something that I have wanted my 
whole life.  I wasnôt quite prepared 
for the mental exhaustion and 
emotional roller-coaster that the first 
4 months of creating life have 
produced.  Granted, everyoneôs 
experiences are so different ï some 
women get extremely sick, some 
donôt have any symptoms at all, 
there really is no ñnormalò when it 
comes to pregnancy.  That is what I 
have quickly discovered. 

Early on I spoke to others around me 
who were either expecting or had 
recently had their babies, and asked 
questions about symptoms and what 
to expect in the different trimesters. 
Most of the women told me they had 
been the sickest between week 7 and 
12, which is the usual time when 
morning sickness strikes.  But hereôs 
the thing, by week 7, all my 
symptoms were gone.  In fact, I 
would go as far as saying I felt 
completely normal.  Granted this did 
scare me a lot, as a first-time mum 
who had no clue about what the 
process entailed, the lack of sickness 
made me question whether my baby 
was okay.  

I was sent into a spiral depression 
and a state of constant anxiety and 
worry that not only impacted my 
home life, but my professional one 
too.  I stopped sleeping, I had minor 
panic attacks, I couldnôt focus 
properly, and above all, I just 
couldnôt enjoy the miracle I was 
creating.  What made it worse was 
when people would tell me I was 
overthinking it or being dramatic, 
when really, I was simply scared. 
Hearing these things just made it so 
much worse, and the mental toll it 
took quickly worsened.  

Merredin Council elections are over 
for another two years.  Two new and 
two re-elected Councillors are 
settling in for their four-year term. 
Council has a new President and 
Vice-president as well as a new 
CEO.  As always, there are 
interesting times ahead for Merredin. 
I hope there will also be exciting and 
innovative times.  

It was a good sign of the current 
level of interest in Merredin 
activities that seven people stood for 
election for four positions.  Standing 
for Council takes courage and a 
genuine desire to do some good for 
the community.  

My thanks to those who voted for 
me. I didnôt succeed and was briefly 
disappointed, but Iôm over it.  My 
four years on Council were busy, 
educational, challenging and usually 
enjoyable.  I now understand how 
Local Government works and have 
learnt a lot more about the Merredin 
Shire and its residents.   

Merredin has two big, exciting 
redevelopments to look forward to: 
The CBD and Apex Park.  The Shire 
seems to be thriving.  In some 
aspects, including financial, 
COVID19 has benefited many of us. 
While focussing, correctly, on major 
activities such as roads, rubbish (and 
recycling), drainage, the CBD and 
Apex Park, I expect that the Council 
and the entire community will also 
pay attention to other important 
Shire matters.  

Merredin is not isolated from the 
global effects of climate change. 
Individual small efforts, combined, 
can make a difference.  Iôm 
confident the Council will continue 
to demonstrate and encourage such 
activities as tree planting, energy 

efficient housing, and water 
conservation.  Thereôs more of 
course, a very long list, including a 
move away from vehicles powered 
by polluting fossil fuels.  The 
Council has undertaken to purchase 
an electric vehicle for the Shire 
passenger fleet to demonstrate to 
residents that electric vehicles are 
practical and economic out here in 
the country.  

For many people in Merredin 
cultural pursuits, conservation of 
natural and significant manmade 
assets, and all kinds of volunteer 
groups are as important as sport. 
There are so many groups, including 
the Repertory Club, Fine and 
Performing Arts and Crafts groups, 
Railway and Military Museums, 
Book Clubs, the Menôs Shed, 
Petticoat Lane, the Wildflower 
Society, A Choired Taste (our 
community choir)é. Iôm sure there 
are more.   

Two little known, but important 
Shire coordinated activities in 
Merredin are Merredinôs Heritage 
Council Listing, and the annual Eric 
Hind Music Scholarship for a young 
talented musician.  A draft of the 
Merredin Heritage List will soon be 
brought to the community for 
review.  The Eric Hind Scholarship 
was not awarded last year, due to 
COVID of course, but it should be 
awarded this year. 

Merredin Shire is a fine place to live. 
Iôm confident Merredin will continue 
to be led by a dedicated team of 
elected Councillors and staff.  A 
good Council however needs the 
support of an involved and 
constructive community. 

Roy Butler 

I often found that when people 
would ask how I was, the answer 
was always the same, ñIôm fine.ò 
Though deep down I wish I could 
ask for help, I was too proud and 
would rather hide the fact that I was 
not fine at all.  But eventually, it did 
get better.  Not because it fixed 
itself, but because I made the 
decision to finally open up to those 
around me.  It wasnôt easy to confess 
that I wasnôt enjoying the experience 
and the constant worry, but I am so 
much happier now that I have.  

I think that when the women around 
us are going through this experience, 
it is so important to check up on 
them regularly.  Even if its just a 
quick message to say hi and ask how 
their day was.  If you donôt see them 
around much, thereôs probably a 
reason for that.  You donôt know 
what they are going through, 
especially if they are the sort of 
person who keeps things hidden.  Itôs 
important to still ask them if they 
want to hang out or talk, even if they 
say not right now.  It is a lonely 
process when you donôt have your 
friends around to talk to, so go that 
extra mile to make sure they know 
they are loved. 

I encourage you to avoid using the 
phrase óitôll get betterô when they try 
to open up to you, because chances 
are, thatôs not what they want to 
hear, and it could make it worse.  It 
certainly did for me! Just make 
yourself available and listen to their 
concerns rather than feel like you 
need to offer advice. Trust me, thatôll 
make a world of difference.  

Interesting times ahead for 
Merredin Shire 
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Tales from the Rails 

RAIL WA 150 ï 2021 Celebrating 150th Anniversary of Railways in Western Australia 

By JANE PATRONI, Chairperson 

ñGo Modern ï Go Prospectorò was 
the advertising hook used by the 
WAGR to herald the arrival of 
Australiaôs fastest passenger train.  
When the Prospector was first 
launched on November 29, 1971 it 
ended a nostalgic era in passenger 
train service between Perth and 
Kalgoorlie and heralded a new phase 
in the serviceôs rich history.  The 
following is an extract from The 
Sunday Times (28-11-71). 

ñNamed to commemorate the early 
pioneers who ventured into the 
interior and found gold at Southern 
Cross, Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie, 
the Prospector also honours the 
modern prospectors who located 
iron ore at Koolyanobbing, which 
provided the economic justification 
for the standard gauge railway.  The 
name is particularly appropriate as 
the railcars will serve many of the 
towns which owe their origins and 
present prosperity to the results of 
the mineral prospectors.  

The opening of the Prospector 
service is a major triumph for the 
WAGR.  The stainless steel carriages 

were built by Commonwealth 
Engineering at Granville, New South 
Wales.  The railcars which are 90ft 
long are the longest and most 
advanced in the world.ò  

The passenger service from Perth to 
Kalgoorlie dates back to January 
1897 ï the height of the goldrush.  
Coolgardie was at its peak as the 
gold producing capital of the state 
but in 1898 the WA Government 
Railways (WAGR) moved its 
District Offices from Coolgardie to 
Kalgoorlie in recognition of that 
townôs new dominance.  Before the 
Prospector, the overnight service was 
known as The Kalgoorlie Express 
and then The Kalgoorlie boasting 
American Saloons, first and second 
class coaches, sleeping and dining 
cars.  

As Australiaôs fastest train, the 
Prospector reduced the journey 
between Perth and Kalgoorlie from 
more than fourteen hours to just 
under seven.  It is still the fastest 
train over this distance with a top 
speed of 145kms/hr with the express 
service taking only six hours. 

The new $2 million Prospector 

standard gauge diesel railcar service 
brought revolutionary features to 
railway travel.  It introduced a new 
level of sophistication with airline-
type cabin service, comfortable 
reclining seats and air-conditioning ï 
a first for Western Australia. 

When the Prospector was first 
launched it bore the crest, an 
adaptation of the original State badge 
introduced when Western Australia 
became a Crown Colony in 1829. 
The crest comprised the crown 
superimposed over the Arms of 
Great Britain encircled by the old 
French phrase ñHoni soit qui mal y 
penseò ï which means ñShame to 
him who thinks evil of itò.  The scroll 
bearing the words ñWestern 
Australian Government Railwaysò 
surrounded the black swan, the State 
emblem. 

The official launch of the Prospector 
was held at the newly constructed 
East Perth Terminal on the preceding 
Monday and was attended by the 
then State Premier Hon John Tonkin, 
former Premier Sir David Brand, the 
Minister for Transport Hon Gerry 
Dolan and the Commissioner for 
Railways, Mr Jim Pasco. 

On 29 November 1971, the 
Prospector made its inaugural 
journey for passengers from Perth-
Kalgoorlie/Kalgoorlie-Perth amid 
pomp, ceremony and fanfare. 

To recognise 50 years of Prospector 
service from Perth-Kalgoorlie/
Kalgoorlie-Perth the Merredin 
Railway Museum is hosting a 
commemorative morning tea on 
Monday 29 November 2021 from 
10.15am at the Railway Station and 
entry to the Merredin Railway 
Museum will be free all day.   

Come and share your Prospector 
stories!  
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A modern take on travelling by train 

Tales from the Train 

By LADY RANTHAM 

ó5 Bobby Pinsô 

It's amazing what small things 
denote the hugest differences 
between people.  5 bobby pins.  
The woman in front of me has put 
her long hair up with five bobby 
pins.  If someone restricted me to 
five bobby pins to put my hair up 
on a FORTY-ONE DEGREE 
DAY, I would die. 

óThe Comeuppance of the Double 
Seat Hogô 

Today we were treated to a rather 
spectacular display of 'The 
Comeuppance of the Double Seat 
Hog'.  Starting with a three-car 
train, that one can guarantee will 
fill to bursting with tardy 
commuters vying desperately for a 
seat, we add Middle-Aged Grumpy 
Old Fart (GOF).  As you know, 
GOFs can be any age.  This one 
was middle aged in a business shirt 
and tie, but not suited, so not as 
important as he thinks he is. With a 
small manpack on the window seat, 
he had spread himself out on his 
aisle seat with the West Australian 
(not even a broadsheet!) and was 
busily generating his 'too important 
to be disturbed' field.  He happily 
maintained his wingspan over both 
seats for one long stop WHILE a 
very nice and sweet-smelling lady 
was standing in the aisle.  I knew 
he knew that from the furtive 
sideways glances from behind the 

classifieds.  Then we pulled into 
Cockburn Central.  Aptly named 
today.  See then the vision that 
entered the train like a scouting 
panther, hunting for a seat so 
aggressively that no pretences of 
politeness or societal pressure 
would have stopped him vaulting 
clear across the sports section and 
crushing the manpack.  This was a 
Passenger Mark 4.  To be avoided 
at all costs!  The Smelly Drunk 
Bloke.  Seeing this and having but 
a moment to act, the paper 
collapsed like a hot air balloon in a 
vacuum and GOF nearly dislocated 
his neck twisting about frantically 
to offer his spare seat to Corporate 
Fragrant Lady.  But too late! A 
*real* gentleman was already 
engaged in "Please take my seat 
Moddom" Mode and she was in 
flight and beyond any recalling. 
BUT the crunch of the paper has 
attracted P.M.4.  Add a sideways 
crash tackle that crushed GOF into 
the window seat, collecting 
manpack en route, I then sat back 
and watched, satisfied, the 
wrinkling of the nose, the 
uncomfortable wriggling, the 
dissolving of the earwax from a 
smell so bad that the metal of 
GOF's watchband began to tarnish 
and the occasional twitch when 
P.M.4's stomach contents 
threatened to relocate themselves 
over GOF's shoes.  Feel the 
Burn!!!!! 
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By JULIE TOWNROW, 
Nangeenan Progress Group 

On Sunday 17 October, we were up 
early, hooked the trailer on the car 
and set off for a visit to the city to 
meet at Marleyôs yard in Hope 
Valley to collect a Scissor lift and of 
course ñContainers for Changeò 
collections from the trucks. 

The Scissor lift is needed for a few 
reasons - to reach the internal wall 
above the kitchen door, because 
there needs to be an RSJ beam 
spanning the two sections of the 
stone walls, the white ant eaten 
beams can be replaced,  the kitchen 
can be removed, the scaffolding can 
be erected around the building, the 
roof can be replaced, the hall can at 
last be waterproofed, the degradation 
inside can be stopped and so on. 

We met with some role and 
responsibility reversals - Parent and 
Child.  The parent (Frank Marley) 
said, ñwe have a spare Scissor lift, 
we can use thatò.  He did the right 
thing and asked son (Stephen, the 
Company MD) if he could óborrowô 
the Scissor lift, which Steven gave 
his approval, but the ñBoardò had 
not been advised and there was no 
approval stated in the Minutes ï 
oops! 

So, we drove into the yard at 10am 
as this being the best time to pick it 

Nangeenan Natters 
up, because ñthe Boys wonôt be 
thereò.  A conspiratorial look passed 
between us - possession is 9/10ths of 
the law, so Iôm not sure when the 
Scissor lift will end up back in Hope 
Valley.  

With help from Tom from T & B 
Constructions, the Scissor lift is 
safely in the hall ready for the big 
job to start.  

Frank has been able to secure the 
order of Custom Orb Zinc alum and 
associated fittings so now we just 
need to coordinate the picking up of 
the required scaffolding and the Zinc 
alum.  Frank will then need to 
ñBorrowò one of the trucks and 
trailers to bring the materials to the 
hall.  

Some weeks ago, Ross Jarvis, Mike 
and I went to the Hall and collected 
an old set of óyard seats with a 
tableô, and taken to the Menôs Shed 
to see if they could repair/refurbish 
them.  I have been told that the 
collection is complete and ñLooks 
Magnificentò.  Three cheers for the  
Menôs Shed, in particular Sam, 
Shane, Jim and Terry who carried 
out the bulk of the restoration work.  
There have been enquiries about if 
the items were for sale.  In 
discussion with Frank, he said at this 
point he didnôt think selling them off 
was an option but suggested that 

when we have a Community 
Committee organised and a Long-
Term Plan for how the Hall would 
be used and what activities may be 
undertaken, then the Committee 
could decide what should be sold or 
retained. 

I was involved in ñHatching a Planò 
in 2018 and am now keen to put 
some of those plans into a workable 
Strategy however, have felt so 
constrained by the fact that just 
getting the roof replaced has been 
such a long drawn out process, that 
there are certain housekeeping things 
that need to be attended to, so we can 
see that  things are progressing.  I did 
want to set up an event (Auction and 
family day) for late October, but 
October has now been and gone. 

After agonising over the dry weed 
burden and growth, limiting prickle 
free access to certain parts of the 
yard, it is hoped that there will be 
some óoff cutô from the RSJ which 
could make a scraper that can be 
towed around the yard to clear it and 
create a place, as I remember it, 
where we as kids could run around 
like hooligans, play brandy or have 
that Christmas Tree Cricket match, 
or just build a cubby under the 
peppercorn trees out the front.  

Current work in progress involves 
the installation of a power supply, 

inspection, and advice on the 
reparation of the water supply.   

It is hoped that the roof will be 
completed by the end of November 
which would allow a start on the 
next most urgent jobðattending to 
the doors and windows.   

It seems the more we clean inside the 
hall, the more evident it becomes 
that the floor may need to be lifted 
so the stumps can be inspected and 
replaced.  There are also sections 
where floorboards are missing and 
have been covered by furniture so at 
first glance it didnôt look too bad, 
reality is, it might create an amazing 
opportunity to restore this beautiful 
building and together we can create a 
place where memories and 
experiences can be appreciated by 
future generations.  

While the óTo Do Listô seems long, 
breaking it down into bite size 
actions and ticking the done box, the 
list may never run out, but each 
ótickô along the way will make the 
space easier to óliveô in. 

Thank you to Esther Robartson for 
letting me know the boy in the front 
row right, she thinks was her Uncle 
Frank Robartson.  I may have to 
resort to FB for some more names, 
someone may just have a copy of 
this photo in an old family album, 
hereôs hoping. 


