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   Brought to you by the Merredin CRC   

  A Christmas Message to Our Community  
From the Merredin Community Resource Centre 

As 2025 comes to a close, the Merredin Community Resource Centre would like to 

extend our warmest wishes to every member of out wonderful community. This 

year has been filled with connection, collaboration, and countless moments that 

remind us why Merredin is such a special place to call home. 

To our community members, thank you for 

the laughs, the stories, the support, the trust 

you place in us and the everyday kindness 

that fills our centre with life. Youôre the 

reason we do what we do, and we appreciate you more than words on a page 

can capture. 

To our fabulous volunteers, you are the magic-makers  - the ones who roll up 

your sleeves, jump in with both feet, and help transform ideas into reality. Your 

generosity, dedication and enthusiasm shines brighter than any Christmas light 

display in town. You continue to be the heartbeat in all we do. 

To our local businesses and sponsors, your support has helped us bring colour, energy, and 

possibility to every event, program, and project this year. Youôve backed us, believed in us, 

and we deeply appreciate your support. 

To the Shire of Merredin, thank you for your               

collaboration and shared vision for a strong,       

connected community. Your partnership has helped 

turn good ideas into great outcomes. 

And to all our other partners whoôve joined us 

throughout 2025  - whether youôve provided a  

helping hand, shared your expertise, or stood with 

us in collaboration  - your contributions have been valued and deeply                          

appreciated and has helped make 2025 a year to remember. 

Whether through large events, behind-the-scenes efforts, or everyday acts of kindness across the region, everyone has 

contributed to something bigger than any single organisation. For that, we are sincerely 

grateful. 

As the festive season rolls in with its twinkling lights and well-earned holiday cheer, we 

want to wish every person in Merredin a Merry Christmas and a truly happy, hope-filled 

New Year. May the weeks ahead bring rest, laughter, 

and moments that warm the heart. 

Thank you Merredin, for lighting up 2025 with your 

support, your trust, and your community spirit. Hereôs 

to an even brighter, bolder, and more exciting 2026! 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

-The Merredin Community Resource Centre 

Committee and Team. 
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ÂƖŸĬƨĦĲĬШċŰĬШƓƖŔŰƣĲĬШŉŸƖƣŰŔŊőƣũǃШĤǃШ 
~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШ9ŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШÅĲƚŸƨƖĦĲШ9ĲŰƣƖĲ 

ΝΝΜШ7ċƖƖċĦťШÉƣƖĲĲƣЯШШ~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ 
ÂőаШΜΥШΦΜΠΝШΝΜΠΝШШ[ċǂаШΜΥШΦΜΠΝШΝΜΠΞ 

 
?ĲċĬũŔŰĲƚ 

ƖƣŔĦũĲƚЯШ ĬƻĲƖƣŔƚĲůĲŰƣƚ 
ыŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШ9ũċƚƚŔǯĲĬƚь 

ΠЮΟΜƓůШ~ŸŰĬċǃШĤĲŉŸƖĲШƓƨĤũŔĦċƣŔŸŰШ
ĬċƣĲ 

 
9ŸŰƣĲŰƣоƓƖŸĬƨĦƣŔŸŰ 

 
ċĬůŔŰŔƚƣƖċƣŔŸŰΠѻůĲƖƖĲĬŔŰĦƖĦЮĦŸů 

 
ĬƻĲƖƣŔƚŔŰŊ 

ċĬůŔŰŔƚƣƖċƣŔŸŰΠѻůĲƖƖĲĬŔŰĦƖĦЮĦŸů 
 

ÖƓĦŸůŔŰŊШEĬŔƣŔŸŰƚ 
sċŰƨċƖǃШΝΠЯШШΞΜΞΣ 
sċŰƨċƖǃШΞΥЯШΞΜΞΣ 

ÑőĲШÂőŸĲŰŔǂШÂƖŔĦĲƚ 
 

ÂƖŔůĲШ ĬƻĲƖƣŔƚŔŰŊ 

[ƖŸŰƣШÉƣƖŔƓ ҘΝΡΜ 

7ċĦťШ[ƨũũШƓċŊĲ ҘΞΜΜ 

EċƖƚ ҘΟΜ 

[ƖŸŰƣШŔŰƚŔĬĲШŉƨũũ ҘΝΥΜ 

7ċĦťШŔŰƚŔĬĲШŉƨũũ ҘΝΥΜ 

9ŸũŸƨƖ 

ÄƨċƖƣĲƖ ҘΠΜ 

cċũŉ ҘΥΜ 

[ƨũũ ҘΝΣΜ 

7ũċĦťШѼШìőŔƣĲ 

ÄƨċƖƣĲƖ ҘΟΜ 

cċũŉ ҘΣΜ 

[ƨũũ ҘΝΞΜ 

9ũċƚƚŔǯĲĬƚШыĤоƽь 

]ĲŰĲƖċũШũŔŰĲċŊĲШ ΡΜĦШƓĲƖШƽŸƖĬ 

?ŔƚƓũċǃШƓĲƖШĦů 

ÂƨĤũŔĦШ ŸƣŔĦĲ ҘΡ 

EůƓũŸǃůĲŰƣ ҘΡ 

ÑƖċĬĲƚ 

ΝΞШĲĬŔƣŔŸŰƚШыĲċĦőь ҘΝΡ 

ΣШĲĬŔƣŔŸŰƚШыĲċĦőь ҘΞΜ 

ΟШĲĬŔƣŔŸŰƚШыĲċĦőь ҘΞΡ 

ƖƣƽŸƖť 

[ĲĲ ҘΟΜ 

9§ ÑE ÑÉ 
 ċŰŊĲĲŰċŰШ ċƣƣĲƖƚввввввЮЮвЮΠ 

cŔƚƣŸƖǃШ§ŰШÑőŔƚШ?ċǃвввввввЮЮЮΥ 

cŸƖŸƚĦŸƓĲƚвввввввввЮЮЮвЮЮΦ 

xŔĤƖċƖǃШ~ƨƚŔŰŊƚввввЮЮвЮЮвЮЮЮЮЮЮΝΜ 

~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШ9ŸũũĲŊĲвввввЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮΝΞ 

ÉƣШ~ċƖǃќƚввввввввввввЮЮΝΟ 

9ŸũŸƨƖŔŰŊШ9ŸůƓĲƣŔƣŔŸŰвввЮЮΞΥЯΞΦ 

ÑƖċĬĲƚввввввввввввЮвЮЮΟΠ 

ÂƨǍǍũĲШÂċŊĲƚввввввввЮЮЮΟΥЯΟΦ 

 

ÑőĲШÂőŸĲŰŔǂШ 
9ċũƣĲǂ 

9ŸĦťŔĲƚШ Ŋ 
?ŔůĲŰƚŔŸŰƚШ9ċŉĳ 
]ŸШ~ ? 

~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШf] 
~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШ7ċťĲƖǃ 

~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШ9ŔŰĲůċШċŰĬШ9ċŉĲ 
~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШ9Å9 
~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШcċƖƻĲƚƣ 

ÑƽŸШ?ŸŊƚШcŸůĲШcċƖĬƽċƖĲ 
ìŔũĬШÂŸƓƓǃШ9ċŉĳ 

ÑőċŰťǃŸƨШƣŸШƣőĲƚĲШĤƨƚŔŰĲƚƚĲƚШŉŸƖШƣőĲŔƖШ
ƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШŉŸƖШÑőĲШÂőŸĲŰŔǂШċŰĬШ~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШ
9ŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШÅĲƚŸƨƖĦĲШ9ĲŰƣƖĲЮ 

§ xf EШÉÖ7É9ÅfÂÑf§ ÉШ é fx 7xEШу?fÅE9ÑШÑ§Шò§ÖÅШf 7§ñ 
EůċŔũаШċĬůŔŰŔƚƣƖċƣŔŸŰΠѻůĲƖƖĲĬŔŰĦƖĦЮĦŸů 

ÑőĲШÂőŸĲŰŔǂШŔƚШċШƓũċĦĲШŉŸƖШƣőĲШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШƣŸШĲǂƓƖĲƚƚШƣőĲŔƖШƻŔĲƽƚШċŰĬШŸƓŔŰŔŸŰƚШŸŰШŔƚƚƨĲƚЯШШ
ÑőĲШÂőŸĲŰŔǂШƚƣċǭШĬŸШŰŸƣШћŉċĦƣШĦőĲĦťќШċŰĬШƣőĲƖĲŉŸƖĲШĦċŰŰŸƣШŊƨċƖċŰƣĲĲШƣőĲШĦŸŰƣĲŰƣƚШ
ċƨƣőĲŰƣŔĦŔƣǃЮШШÑőĲШÂőŸĲŰŔǂШůċǃШŸƖШůċǃШŰŸƣШőċƻĲШƣőĲШƚċůĲШŸƓŔŰŔŸŰШċƚШƣőĲШċƨƣőŸƖƚЮ 

 

ÑőċŰťƚШ[ƖŸůШƣőĲШ
ÂőŸĲŰŔǂг 
9ċũƣĲǂ 

9ŸĦťŔĲƚШ Ŋ 

?ŔůĲŰƚŔŸŰƚШ9ċŉĳ 

]ŸШ~ ? 

~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШf] 

~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШ7ċťĲƖǃ 

~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШ9ŔŰĲůċШċŰĬШ9ċŉĲ 

~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШ9Å9 

~ĲƖƖĲĬŔŰШcċƖƻĲƚƣ 

ÑƽŸШ?ŸŊƚШcŸůĲШcċƖĬƽċƖĲ 

ìŔũĬШÂŸƓƓǃШ9ċŉĳ 
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By: Julie Townrow 
The run up to Christmas is always a busy time. This year, harvest has been hampered by rain and cooler conditions, 
Luke Growden asked if I might check with him prior to planning events, as it seems that every time we have something 
on it rains. Naturally his preference therefore would be for May, June, July and August/September. We are trying to put 
together an events calendar. Itôs always hard trying not to clash with other events and sometimes it is just unavoidable.  
Every second Sunday for Breakfast has been lovely and this may become Saturday and Sunday if we can do it. The 
main purpose of organising events is to introduce visitors to the hall, so they may establish a relationship and memory 
that will help the sustain the hall into the future, as the cycle of life continues on its forward journey and as our seniors 
leave us to go on their rainbow journey, the next generation move up to fill the void, so to speak, it is therefore very 
important to create those memories of times spent at Nangeenan.  
 
Many will remember the delight at being able to attend the rodeo event hosted by Bill Dale. How fascinating was that 
and close to home and very convenient. Looking through the notes in my phone I came across a poem I wrote some 
years back after taking our daughter and four grandchildren out to Rawlinna for the Desert Muster. Leaving Kalgoorlie 
for a slow trek along the dirt road along the railway line.  This is my recollection of the trip. 
 

Cars and trailers zooming past 
The road is wet, theyôre going fast 
Muddy water slushed the screen 
The sight before me never seen 
Seven and a half hour past 
Finally , weary, there at last 
Pay the entry at the gate 
Set up camp, it is so late 
The crowd is cheering  
The Bulls are Clearing 
Riders off their backs 

Ambulance Officers applying  
Bandages and Icepacks. 

Horse riding around the drums  
Then ponies, led by the ridersô Mums 

Who ran as fast as hell 
Praying their kids can do well 
Pace and speed around the cups 
See the best, set em up 

Change the sequence of the cups 
Results end in a few set ups 
Overall a great weekend 
Sadly has to find an end 

Tents pulled down Utes restacked 
Heading home back along the track 
Leaving behind a weary mob 
Now to do the cleaning jobs 
Cleaning up the bloody Mess 
Left behind by the rest 

SO salute the Committee and presenters 
For yet again a well-rounded event 
Enjoyed by those far and near. 

Whoôll  meet again, same time next year  
   
Memories are created and the best memories are of times shared with those we love. Remember to be humble, stay safe 
and be kind to each other.  Merry Christmas to one and all I think there are a few weeks break before 2026 Pheonix 
start a New Year. 

NANGEENAN NATTER 
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Please return the completed above form to the Merredin CRC at 110 Barrack Street to go in the draw to win the raffle. 

By: Jon Robartson 
Donôt have much space? Thatôs okay, you can still have a nice relaxing area with a small garden! 
No need to go overboard with what they call vertical gardens (gardens on walls), a simple climber or quarter sphere 
hanging baskets can provide plenty of green ambience. The right colours create the mood, but bear in mind you will be 
adding lots of green. Raised areas in the corners and the occasional mirror or water feature lend a feeling of space. A 
nice bit of lattice can help protect the garden without feeling closed in, and itôs also great for creepers to climb walls 
with.  
Remember to stain, paint or seal pots, walls and water features well before the plants go in. I know Two-Dogs wonôt 
mind me mentioning that their aerosol pot and ceramic sealer I found is a great product for doing this. 
If youôre conserving money or moving a lot, plants can stay in pots but keep the water up and pick a shady spot, but 
once again not under Eucalypts or trees that drop oil or sap. If you want to keep plants smaller and not be constantly 
repotting, donôt over prune. My Gran here has a famous foxtail, it only had about five tails, until I trimmed one and 
now it has a dozen. 
I do like small tree-ferns, very inexpensive and you can grow some varieties quite large. I stay away from palms and 
bougainvillea, due to thorns, maintenance and sheer size. Iôve seen a couple of amazing specimens grown from pots, 
which can be a good idea if you want any control over the plant. 
I still havenôt forgotten the friendly pest-spray manôs advice, ñDonôt put plants, lots of water or termite food near the 
houseò. For what you think are obvious reasons, termites will eat at the house and rising damp will destroy under-
floors, and any wood or metal laying around. 
With plants I definitely lean towards the herbs. I like a few varieties of mint, and Iôve gone for a beaut little mojito mint 
this year from Two-Dogs. Parsley is a useful addition, and I donôt seem to be able to stop the celery, brahmi (the mind 
herb) or lavender. 
I will give you the tip (or warning) as I myself have a small garden with pots and saucers. Look out you donôt create a 
mosquito breeding ground, or overwater (a common problem with pots and us gardening Aussies apparently). 
Just a last note, thanks to Jan! Donôt forget to check your reticulation systems for blowouts, particularly in the hotter 
weather. A blowout doesnôt just waste water, it also deprives other plants further from the broken hose. Many of our 
beloved plants in pots canôt go without water for long. A good reason to stay on top of repotting. 
Happy Gardening! 

SMALL AREA GARDENING 
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Annetteõs Path to a PhD 
By: Lumen Education Success Stories 
Growing up on her family farm in the central Wheatbelt, Annette always 
loved two things: life In the country and horses. For many regional        
students, the thought of university can feel like a huge leap and returning 
to study later in life can seem even bigger. But Annetteôs determination to 
make a difference kept opening doors to new learning opportunities. From 
Physiotherapy to Veterinary Research and finally a PhD, Annetteôs         
education journey shows just how far passion and persistence can take 
you. 
Finding her path 
After high school, Annette knew she wanted a career that helped others 
and decided to study Physiotherapy, even when her ATAR fell just short. 
Rather than giving up, she did a year of Human Biology, followed by a 
year of Occupational Therapy, and after that, she was able to apply for    
mature-age entry into Physiotherapy at Curtin University. Her love of    
animals never faded. After several years working as a Physiotherapist, she 
discovered a brand-new field she couldnôt ignore: Veterinary                      
Physiotherapy. Annette completed her Master of Veterinary Physiotherapy 
through the University of Liverpool, a mix of online study and practical placements that even took her to the UK three 
times. It wasnôt easy juggling work and postgraduate study, but Annette embraced the challenge, even starting her own 
business so she could better manage her time. The research she completed sparked something bigger. Her work was 
well-received, published, and presented at conferences, where people began asking the question she hadnôt yet            
considered: When are you going to do a PhD? 
ñI knew if I didnôt pursue the idea, Iôd regret it at 80.ò 
Encouraged by others who saw the value in her ideas and determined not to look back years later wishing sheôd tried, 
Annette found a supervisor who believed in her research. She enrolled as an external PhD student at Charles Sturt         
University 
ñA PhD is a huge project. Youôre managing your own time, chipping away at something massive. It can feel                 
overwhelming,ò Annette admits. Fortnightly Zoom meetings with her supervisors helped keep her on track, and an 
online PhD support program called Research Central proved invaluable. ñThat group was amazing,ò Annette says. 
ñThey offered masterclasses, weekly óshut up and writeô sessions, and a space to ask questions you might feel silly            
asking your supervisor.ò 
Overcoming challenges from the country 
One of the biggest hurdles came not from the study itself but from rural connectivity. 
Uploading research videos using patchy farm internet was nearly impossible. 
ñLumen was fantastic,ò Annette says. ñHaving access to reliable, high-speed internet meant I could submit my work on 
time.ò 
Staying motivated 
Like many research students, motivation ebbed and flowed but remembering the purpose behind the project kept          
Annette moving forward. Her passion, combined with a ñif it doesnôt exist, you can create itò mindset, carried her 
through to graduation. 
Annetteôs advice for future students 
Take your time. - ñIf youôre not sure what to study, then work, travel and learn about yourself first.ò 
Know why youôre studying. - ñChoose a course because itôs right for you, not because someone expects you to.ò 
Marks arenôt everything. ï ñMature-age pathways are often easier than you think.ò 
Find support. ï ñStudy groups and peer communities make all the difference.ò 
Care less about what others think. - ñItôs your life and your path.ò 
Annetteôs story shows that education isnôt a straight line and that persistence, curiosity, and country grit can take you 
anywhere. 
Congratulations Dr Annette! 
Thank you for sharing your story with us. 

FROM HORSES TO HIGHER DEGREES 

sZ8!z8 .ga~vK-£~8 ~g ~H8 sHg8aK´ -µ  

8`!KZKaC sHg~gz !a4 !v~K.Z8z ~g 

ÁÔĂëăëĝĢęÁĢëĊăŒƑĂØęęØÔëăÎęÎŪÎĊĂ 



8           THE PHOENIX  Friday,  5th December 2025 

 

HISTORY ON THIS DAY 
5th December 

1792 George Washington re-elected as US President 
 
6th December 
1964 "Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer" 1st airs on TV 
 
7th December 
1941 Imperial Japanese Navy with 353 planes attacks the US fleet at Pearl Harbor Naval 
Base, Hawaii, killing 2,403 people 
 
8th December 
1915 John McCrae's poem "In Flanders Fields" appears anonymously in "Punch" magazine 
1956 XVI Summer Olympic Games close at the MCG in Melbourne, Australia; start of an 
Olympic tradition - athletes mingle together, parade into and around arena for final appear-
ance to close the Games 

 
9th December 
1952 Great Smog of London (England): Wind resumes, lifting city's worst 
smog after 4 days 
 
10th December 
1902 Women are given the right to vote in Tasmania 
1903 Nobel Prize for physics awarded to Pierre and Marie 
Curie for their study of spontaneous radiation 
 

11th December 
1913 "Mona Lisa" is recovered two years after it was stolen from the Louvre Museum in Paris 
1931 Statute of Westminster gives complete legislative independence to Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, South Africa, Ireland (Free State), and Newfoundland (not then part of Canada) 
 
12th December 
1884 1st Test match played at the Adelaide Oval 
 
13th December 
1577 Francis Drake sets sail from England on an epic three-year circumnavigation of the 
world aboard the "Pelican," later renamed the "Golden Hind" 
 
14th December 
1911 Norwegian Roald Amundsen's Antarctic expedition is the first to reach the South 
Pole 
 
15th December 
1915 ANZAC forces begin their withdrawal from the Gallipoli Peninsula after Ottoman 
forces successfully defend access to Constantinople 
 
16th December 
1707 Last recorded eruption of Mount Fuji in Japan. 

 
17th December 
1903 At 10:35 am, Orville Wright pilots the first sustained, powered, and con-
trolled flight of a heavier-than-air aircraft in North Carolina; the flight lasts 12 
seconds and covers 120 feet 
 
18th December 
1849 William Bond obtains 1st photograph of Moon through a telescope 
1966 Dr. Seuss' "How the Grinch Stole Christmas!" airs for 1st time on CBS 
 
19th December 
1932 British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) begins transmitting overseas 

George Washigton, first 

US President and    

Founding Father

The Great Smog of London

The ñMona Lisaò by   

Leonardo da Vinci

ANZAC forces at Gallipoli

Dr Seussô ñHow the Grinch Stole 

Christmasò
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HOROSCOPES 
ÅfEÉаШΞΝШ~ċƖĦőШ-ШΝΦШ ƓƖŔũШ 

fŉШƣőĲƖĲШƽċƚШċШƓċƚƣШƓċƚƚŔŸŰШƣőċƣШǃŸƨШĬƖŸƓƓĲĬЯШƣőŔŰťŔŰŊШŔƣШ
ƽċƚШŰĲƻĲƖШůĲċŰƣШƣŸШĤĲЯШƣőŔƚШƽĲĲťШŔƚШƣőĲШƓĲƖŉĲĦƣШƣŔůĲШƣŸШ
ŊŔƻĲШŔƣШċШƚĲĦŸŰĬШĦőċŰĦĲШċƚШƣőŔƚШŰĲƽШůŸŰƣőШĤƖŔŰŊШƽŔƣőШŔƣШċШ
ŰĲƽШƚƨƖŊĲШŸŉШĲŰĲƖŊǃШċŰĬШĦũċƖŔƣǃЮ 
 
Ñ ÖÅÖÉаШΞΜШ ƓƖŔũШ-ШΞΣШ~ċǃ 
fŉШǃŸƨѣƖĲШŉĲĲũŔŰŊШũŸŰĲũǃШŸƖШċĬƖŔŉƣШŉƖŸůШǃŸƨƖШĦƖĲƽЯШůċťĲШċШ
ĬĲĬŔĦċƣĲĬШĲǭŸƖƣШƣŸШƚƓĲŰĬШƕƨċũŔƣǃШƣŔůĲШƽŔƣőШťŔŰĬƖĲĬШƚƓŔƖŔƣƚШ
ŸƻĲƖШƣőĲШőŸũŔĬċǃƚЮШ§ƖŊċŰŔǍĲШċШŊƖŸƨƓШŊċƣőĲƖŔŰŊШŸƖШƚĲƣШƨƓШċШ
ůŸŰƣőũǃШŊĲƣ-ƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖШƣŸШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШĲċĦőШŸƣőĲƖѣƚШŊŸċũƚШŔŰШƣőĲШ
ŰĲƽШǃĲċƖЮШ 
 
]E~f fаШΞΝШ~ċǃШ-ШΞΜШsƨŰĲ 
7ŸƨŰĦŔŰŊШŔĬĲċƚШŸǭШƚŸůĲŸŰĲШőĲũƓƚШǃŸƨШƣŸШĤĲƣƣĲƖШ
ƨŰĬĲƖƚƣċŰĬШǃŸƨƖƚĲũŉЮШ ШƓċƖƣŰĲƖШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲƚШċШůŔƖƖŸƖШŉŸƖШǃŸƨƖШ
ŸƽŰШƚĲũŉ-ĬŔƚĦŸƻĲƖǃЮШ ŸƽШŔƚШƣőĲШƣŔůĲШƣŸШƖĲċũŔǍĲШǃŸƨƖШŸƽŰШ
ƓŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШƣőƖŸƨŊőШċШƚŔŊŰŔǯĦċŰƣШŸƣőĲƖЮ 
 
9  9EÅаШΞΝШsƨŰĲШ-ШΞΞsƨũǃ 
[ŸĦƨƚШŸŰШőċƻŔŰŊШŉƨŰЯШĲŰŢŸǃŔŰŊШƖŸůċŰĦĲЯШċŰĬШĲǂƓƖĲƚƚŔŰŊШ
ǃŸƨƖƚĲũŉШĦƖĲċƣŔƻĲũǃЮШòŸƨƖШőŸĤĤŔĲƚЯШũĲŔƚƨƖĲШƣŔůĲЯШůŸůĲŰƣƚШ
ƚƓĲŰƣШƽŔƣőШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰЯШŊċůŔŰŊШƣŔůĲЯШċŰĬШƚŸШŉŸƖƣőЯШċũũШĦŸůĲШ
ŔŰƣŸШŉŸĦƨƚШċƣШƣőŔƚШƣŔůĲШŸŉШǃĲċƖЮШ 
 
xE§аШΞΟƖĬ sƨũǃШ-ШΞΞŰĬ ƨŊƨƚƣ 
òŸƨƖШőŸůĲШũŔŉĲШůŔŊőƣШĤĲŰĲǯƣШŉƖŸůШƚŸůĲШŸƖŊċŰŔǍċƣŔŸŰЯШċŰĬШ
ǃŸƨƖШƖĲũċƣŔŸŰƚőŔƓƚШĦŸƨũĬШƨƚĲШƖƨũĲƚШŸƖШƚƣƖƨĦƣƨƖĲЮШòŸƨШĦċŰШ
ĤĲŰĲǯƣШƣƖĲůĲŰĬŸƨƚũǃШŉƖŸůШƽŸƖťŔŰŊШŸŰШċШĬŸůĲƚƣŔĦШƓƖŸŢĲĦƣШ
ƣőċƣШƖĲƕƨŔƖĲƚШĦŸŰĦĲŰƣƖċƣŔŸŰЮ  
 
éfÅ]§аШΞΟШ ƨŊƨƚƣШ-ШΞΞШÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖ  
òŸƨќƖĲШũĲċƖŰŔŰŊШőŸƽШƣŸШőŸũĬШƚƓċĦĲШŉŸƖШǃŸƨƖƚĲũŉШƽŔƣőŸƨƣШ
ƖƨƚőŔŰŊШƣŸШǯǂШŸƖШƓĲƖŉĲĦƣЮ EůŸƣŔŸŰƚШƖŔƚĲШƣőċƣШċƚťШƣŸШĤĲШŉĲũƣЯШ
ŰŸƣШƚŸũƻĲĬЮШ9ŸŰƻĲƖƚċƣŔŸŰƚШƣċťĲШŸŰШůŸƖĲШůĲċŰŔŰŊЯШ
ĲƚƓĲĦŔċũũǃШƣőŸƚĲШƣőċƣШĤƖŔŰŊШĦũŸƚƨƖĲШŸƖШőĲċũŔŰŊЮШ 

xf7Å аШΞΟШÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖШ-ШΞΞШ§ĦƣŸĤĲƖШ 
ÉŸůĲƣőŔŰŊШŔƚШƚőŔŉƣŔŰŊШŔŰШǃŸƨƖШƖĲũċƣŔŸŰƚőŔƓШƽŔƣőШǃŸƨƖƚĲũŉЮ cŸŰŸƖШ
ǃŸƨƖШŰĲĲĬƚЯШǃŸƨƖШƻċũƨĲƚЯШċŰĬШƣőĲШĬĲĲƓШƽŸƖƣőШƣőċƣШũŔƻĲƚШĤĲŰĲċƣőШ
ƣőĲШƚƨƖŉċĦĲШŸŉШǃŸƨƖШŊŔƻŔŰŊЮШÑőŔƚШŔƚШċШƣŔůĲШƣŸШƓċƨƚĲШċŰĬШƖĲǰĲĦƣШŸŰШ
ƽőċƣШǃŸƨќƻĲШĤĲĲŰШƣŸũĲƖċƣŔŰŊЯШċŰĬШƽőċƣШǃŸƨШċƖĲШŰŸƽШƖĲċĬǃШƣŸШƖĲр
ũĲċƚĲШƽŔƣőШũŸƻĲЮ 
 
É9§ÅÂf§аШΞΟШ§ĦƣŸĤĲƖШ-ШΞΝШ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖ 
òŸƨƖШƚĲŰƚĲШŸŉШƽŸƖƣőШċŰĬШĤĲũŸŰŊŔŰŊШŔƚШĲƻŸũƻŔŰŊЮ ÅĲũċƣŔŸŰƚőŔƓƚЯШ
ǯŰċŰĦĲƚЯШƚĲũŉ-ŔůċŊĲЯШċũũШċƖĲШƨƓШŉŸƖШƖĲŰĲƽċũЮШòŸƨШůċǃШŉĲĲũШƣőĲШƨƖŊĲШ
ƣŸШƓƨũũШĤċĦťШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШŰŸŔƚĲШŸŉШƣőĲШƽŸƖũĬШċŰĬШũŔƚƣĲŰШůŸƖĲШĬĲĲƓũǃШƣŸШ
ƣőĲШƕƨŔĲƣШƣƖƨƣőƚШƽŔƣőŔŰЮШìőċƣќƚШŰŸШũŸŰŊĲƖШċũŔŊŰĲĬШĦċŰŰŸƣШƖĲůċŔŰЮ 
 
É ]fÑÑ ÅfÖÉаΞΞШ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖ-ΞΝШ?ĲĦĲůĤĲƖШ 
ÅĲũċƣŔŸŰƚőŔƓƚЯШĲƚƓĲĦŔċũũǃШƣőĲШŸŰĲШǃŸƨШőŸũĬШƽŔƣőШǃŸƨƖƚĲũŉЯШċƖĲШĦċũũр
ŔŰŊШŉŸƖШĦŸůƓċƚƚŔŸŰЮ xĲƣШŊŸШŸŉШƣőĲШŸũĬШƚƣŸƖŔĲƚШǃŸƨќƻĲШƣŸũĬШǃŸƨƖƚĲũŉШ
ċĤŸƨƣШƽőŸШǃŸƨШƚőŸƨũĬШĤĲЮШxĲƣШũŔŉĲШůĲĲƣШǃŸƨШƽőĲƖĲШǃŸƨШċƖĲЮШ 
 
9 ÂÅf9§Å аШΞΞШ?ĲĦĲůĤĲƖШ-ШΝΦШsċŰƨċƖǃ 
 ŸƽШŔƚШŰŸƣШƣőĲШƣŔůĲШƣŸШƓƨƚőШċőĲċĬШƽŔƣőШŰĲƽШċĬƻĲŰƣƨƖĲƚЯШĤƨƣШƖċр
ƣőĲƖШċШƣŔůĲШŸŉШƖĲŊĲŰĲƖċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШƖĲƣƖĲċƣШƣőƖŸƨŊőШƖĲǰĲĦƣŔŸŰЯШĬƖĲċůр
ŔŰŊШċŰĬШċĦƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚШƣőċƣШƖĲĦőċƖŊĲШǃŸƨƖШůŔŰĬШĤŸĬǃШċŰĬШƚŸƨũЮШÑƖǃШ
ĤŸŸťŔŰŊШǃŸƨƖƚĲũŉШċШƚƓċШĬċǃШŸƖШƚƓĲŰĬŔŰŊШċũũШĬċǃШŸŰШċШŉċůŔũŔċƖШőŸĤĤǃШ
ǃŸƨШĲŰŢŸǃЮ 
 
ÄÖ ÅfÖÉаШΞΜШsċŰƨċƖǃШ-ШΝΥШ[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃ 

]ƖŸƨƓШċǭŔũŔċƣŔŸŰƚШĦċƓƣƨƖĲШǃŸƨƖШċƣƣĲŰƣŔŸŰЮШ9ŸŰŰĲĦƣŔŸŰƚШĦċŰШĤĲШ
ůċĬĲШŰŸƽШċŰĬШŰĲƣƽŸƖťŔŰŊШƓċǃƚШŸǭЯШŸƖШċƣШũĲċƚƣШƚċƣŔƚǯĲƚЮШ7ĲŔŰŊШ
ƓċƖƣШŸŉШċШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШŸƖШĦŔƖĦũĲШŸŉШŉƖŔĲŰĬƚШċŰĬШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊШǃŸƨƖШƚŸĦŔċũШ
ŰĲƣƽŸƖťШŔƚШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣШƣŸШǃŸƨШċƣШƣőŔƚШƣŔůĲЮ 
 
ÂfÉ9EÉаШΝΦШ[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃШ-ШΞΜШ~ċƖĦő 
òŸƨШƽċŰƣШƣŸШƚőŔŰĲгШòŸƨƖШƻŔƚŔŸŰШŔƚШƓƖċĦƣŔĦċũШƖŔŊőƣШŰŸƽЯШċŰĬШǃŸƨШ
ƽċŰƣШƣŸШƚĲĲШƣċŰŊŔĤũĲШƖĲƚƨũƣƚШŉŸƖШǃŸƨƖШĲǭŸƖƣƚЮШ~ŸƖĲШĦŸŰƣċĦƣШƽŔƣőШ
ċƨƣőŸƖŔƣǃШǯŊƨƖĲƚШŔƚШũŔťĲũǃШĬƨƖŔŰŊШƣőŔƚШƓĲƖŔŸĬЮ ?ŸШƽőċƣШǃŸƨШŉĲĲũШŔƚШ
ƖŔŊőƣЮ 
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LIBRARY MUSINGS 

By: Merredin Library 
From the history room at the Merredin Library, this recipe is from the  

Sunday Times, March 1925. This recipe was sent in to us by Miss T. Townsend, 304 Railway-parade, Merredin. 

 
CUCUMBER CUPS 

One good sized cucumber, cooked salmon, mayonnaise sauce, beetroot, cayenne, salt and lettuce.  

Choose a straight cucumber, peel and cut it into 2 lengths. Steam these until tender, but do not let them become puffy. 

Scoop out the centres and trip the edges a little to make them look like cups. Put into a cold place on a hair sieve and 

leave until properly cold. Mix some cooked salmon with the mayonnaise, season, add a dash of cayenne and fill the 

cups with the mixture. Place a piece of beetroot, cut into fancy shapes on each cup and dish on a bed of small lettuce 

leaves, or dressed watercress.  

Note: The amount of salmon required depends on the size and number of the cups, but 2 or 3 ounces should prove     
ample for 1 cucumber. This is an excellent way of using up cold salmon. 

RECIPES OF YESTERYEAR 

By: Merredin Library 

Is it starting to heat up? Maybe come down to the Merredin Library and sit in the cool. You can catch up on your read-

ing or maybe use the Wi-Fi and do some work. All are welcome. Check out our photographic display of all things sum-

mer and see if anything brings back memories ï good or bad. Need some ideas for the summer? Try these. 

óUltimate family holidays Australiaô by Catherine Best. 

You donôt need to leave Australia to see something new. This book is organized in themes ï staycations, walks and wil-

derness, culture and curiosity, holiday parks, and farm stays and much more. It includes hints on planning, budgeting 

and even tips for travelling with kids. It even has many places in WA. Where will your next adventure be? 

óCrocheted bags, totes, and pursesô by Emma Friedlander-Collins. 

If you are planning a trip away, (or maybe just trying to get your many Christmas presents home) you will need a bag. 

Why not make your own? This book contains 35 contemporary designs for bags, tote, baskets, and purses, with full in-

structions from stitches to lining your bags. There is information on the types of yarns and fabrics to use and a handy 

step by step stitch guide. 

ó1000 Juicesô by Deborah Gray. 

Drinking juices is not simply good for your health, but an enjoyable way to cool down in the heat. This book contains 

over 100 foundation recipes (and 900 variations) for juices, green drinks, and smoothies. It also has recipes for 

milkshakes, slushies, and frappes, and includes non-dairy alternatives. The book includes information on equipment, 

fruits and more. 

Call and Collect 

Remember, if you donôt have time to come in and browse for your next read, ask the library staff to put some books 

aside for you to pick up ï just like at the shops but óCall and Collectô Ask our friendly staff about how to access e-book, 

e-audiobooks, and e-magazines from home 24/7.  

Operating Hours - Christmas Season 

Get prepared for when the Merredin Library is closed over the Christmas break ï you donôt have to go without some 

reading material. 

The Merredin Library will be operating on reduced hours in January. The hours will be Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

and Friday from 10.00am to 2.00pm, Wednesday 1.00pm to 5.00pm and Saturday 10.00am to 12noon. This will give 

staff time to catch up on some tasks. 

Come in and check out what is new.  

See you soon. 
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By: The Merredin Menôs Shed 

The Merredin Menôs Shed Members over the past few years have taken on projects 

for the Merredin Railway Museum to preserve some of Merredinôs past. One of the 

initial projects was to recover the remnant of the historical site Pioneer Womenôs 

garden, rearrange and complete the restoration of the Pioneer Womenôs memorial 

wall to have the 90 plaques placed in a sheltered area for display. The next project 

was to restore the remnant of a cart in the west end of the Museum site. The cart 

was, from what information we have, donated to the Museum from Thomas Lane 

from Warralakin, it was built by Bolton & Co in Perth in 1925 and used by the     

Nukarni farmers up to the late 1930ies to move produce like bagged wheat, super, 

hay and general goods. 

The site of the restoration is the original loading ramp 

where goods were collected and or delivered for loading 

onto rail. The Menôs Shed Members took on the task to     

restore the cart and build a structure to protect the restored 

cart from the weather. 

The Menôs Shed secretariatôs contact association with    

Atmos / Nomad Merredin Big Battery organisation       

encouraged and assisted the Museum Committee to apply 

for a development grant which turned out successful, and 

the Railway Museum Committee were awarded $4,300.00 

towards the restoration work. 

Before any work could commence there was a              

requirement to obtain all the necessary permits. The Rail-

way Museum Committee work under the auspices of the Merredin Shire who in turn 

lease from the Public Transport Authority who work under the guidance of the Heritage Council. To obtain the           

development approval required a sign off from all three groups. This took many months, and once this was in hand we 

then required a building licence which again required sign off from all parties. To obtain these approvals required           

detailed documentation and specifications in triplicate, and at a cost.  Thanks go to Wayne Bills for his support in this         

area. 

Having these approvals the shed structure was ordered through Two Dogs     

Merredin. Menôs Shed Members then proceeded to prepare the site with help 

from Brian Billsôs jackhammer and donation of cement from Merredin Freight 

Lineôs Peter Hooper. Members completed the structure in a few weeks. The 

ground    carpet covering came courtesy the Merredin Shire and Civic Bowling 

Club. 

While this was going on the cart was        

transported from the original site with the 

assistance of John Flockart, down to the 

Menôs Shed yard. The woodwork members 

took charge and dismantled, reworked and       reassembled the cart.                                                                                                                 

Most work was done in house. The two wheels however were so badly deteriorated 

that they required outside help and were transported to wheel wright, Neville     

Garlick in Katanning for restoration.       

The project was completed on the 20th November and is now in place and ready 

for handover to the Railway Museum Committee                                                                                            

Over all it was not without its moments but due to the dedication of members, 

some with expertise whose work was with precision and skill, others with their  

assistance like transport, tools and those who were just willing helpers, it was and 

is a demonstration of what can be achieved by working together for a common 

cause for a Community benefit towards a reminder of the past.     

RESTORATION OF MERREDIN HISTORY 

As it was 

Restored Cart 

Pioneer Women of Merredin 

Grant being received 

Men at Work 
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By: Merredin College 

Year 10 Harry Perkins and Body Works Excursion 

Year 10 students visited the Harry Perkins Institute, where they learned how scientists diagnose a 

range of diseases. Working with mystery biological samples, one of which contained a simulated 

infection, students used a laboratory assay to identify the affected sample and complete a                  

contact-tracing activity. This hands-on  investigation gave 

them valuable insight into real-world diagnostic techniques and 

how outbreaks are tracked and managed. 

In the afternoon, students explored the Body Worlds            

exhibition. Through viewing real human anatomical specimens 

preserved by plastination, they deepened their understanding of 

body systems, the effects of  lifestyle choices on health, and 

the importance of maintaining their own wellbeing. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Week 10 

Tuesday, 16th December 

6pm ï MerryDin (Kindy ï Year 6 

Concert) 

 

Wednesday, 17th December 

1:30pm ï Year 7 ï 10 Highest Achievers       

Assembly 

4:30pm ï CoRE Showcase 

 

Thursday, 18th December 

Last day of school!  

2:30pm ï Year 6 Staircase Ceremony  

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

from everyone at Merredin College 

As we come to the end of another year, we 

want to extend our heartfelt thanks for the    

support, resilience, and kindness that have 

shaped our school throughout 2025. Christmas 

is a time to reflect, celebrate togetherness, and 

appreciate the people who make our                  

community so special. 

May this festive season bring peace, joy, and 

rest to every family. We look forward to          welcoming everyone back in the new year,  

refreshed and ready for new opportunities. 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a safe, joyful holiday season! 

MERREDIN COLLEGE 


