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COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at 4 May 2021  

Tested  1,081,404 

Confirmed Cases 1008  

Recovered 972  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 27  

COVID-19 in Australia  

Vaccinations 2,260,615  

WAñCases 1008ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 124 ñDeaths 3  

NSWñCases 5,489ñDeaths 54  

NTñCases 166ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 1,567ñDeaths 7  

SAñCases 727ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 234ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 20,523ñDeaths 820  
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By JODIE ADAMS 

WOW What a weekend, our very 
first Wessy on the Green and what a 
weekend it was. Westonia was 
bought to life, kicking off with our 
annual community cricket match 
held on Saturday the 24th April.  
This is where the Northerners and 
the Mexicans went head to head 
pretty much more for bragging rights 
rather than the shield really. Possum 
& Cindy (Westonia Tavern) and 
Billy & Joan Huxtable (Carrabin 
Roadhouse) bring this match to our 
community every year (COVID 
allowing) to create a fun, extremely 
weird and hilarious day for the whole 
community to enjoy, relax and laugh 
while barracking for their respective 
teams.  

This year the Mexicans prevailed 
and won (following some slight 
controversy) by 1 run making it 1 
game all since the cricket began in 
Westonia.  To our umpires Bounder 
& Frank Corsini, our scorers, Irralee 
Power and Karin Day and all those 
involved behind the scenes thank 
you so much.  

A big thank you to Griddle & Fry, 
Charlie Browns House of Indulgence 
and Hot Jam Donuts for supplying 
food for our cricketers and 
spectators. 

Thank you to Airborn Amusements 
who set up their Bumper Cars in the 
Complex which gave the kids (and 
some bigger kids) entertainment of 
which Westonia has not seen in a 
long time.  

We all had a blast before we moved 
on to the Tavern for a spit roast 
dinner and some not so light 
refreshments. To everyone who was 
involved in setting up marquees, 
cricket gear and packing it all away 
we really appreciated your efforts 
helping to make this such a great fun 
day for all involved.  

Finally a huge shout out to Graeme 
Bright, Ainslee Faithful and Di Jones 
for the great job in preparing the 
pitch and oval. 

Wessy on the Greenðthatôs a Wrap 

 

8am Sunday the 25th April saw our 
main event for Wessy on the Green 
begin with our amazing stall holders 
setting up in the main street of 
Westonia with Wheatbelt Coffee 
Time and Westonia Gallery opening 
their doors to make sure everyone 
had access to food, coffee and cold 
drinks before our ANZAC service 
began.  

Our Car Show was located on the 
main street starting outside the 
Tavern and looked absolutely 
amazing. We have so many 
incredible and rare cars within our 
Shire and it was so good to see them 
all showcased together in Wessy for 
this event. Thank you to all of the car 

(Continued on page 3) 

Same day appointments 
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Maureen and Richard Lastð
Thumbs up to the people work-
ing on the Bruce Rock-
Merredin Road for rescuing a 
lamb which was stuck in the 
fence and brought it back down 
to the house. Thanks to them.                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Doreen FrenchðThumbs 
down to the two abled bodied 
Shire of Narembeen workers 
who parked in the disabled car 
parking bay opposite IGA in 
Merredin for over an hour, 
limiting the parking for 
disabled people. 

Trudy CarsonðThumbs up for 
Merredin Flowers & Gifts for 
amazing wreaths for ANZAC 
Day. 

Peter DaltonðThumbs up for 
the Shire reopening the main 
street.  I think the shelters are 
well placed in front of the 
businesses. 

Kirsty McLeanðIôm loving the placement of all the seating, itôs great to see so 
many people using them. 

Valery ValeryðSo glad they took some local peopleôs advice.  Looks great! 

Belinda Fanciulli ð Apex Park playground upgrade and exercise equipment in 
the park. 

Cherie PointonðWater fountains at the parks and the rock, bingo, discos and 
rollerskating rink in the hostel. 

Kerry-Lee BoothðBe good if they fixed up the carpark with drainage and get 
rid of potholes and mud! 

Clint RitchieðGet rid of the inserted trees they put in the plan as this town 
doesnôt know how to grow and preserve trees. 

Robyn AndersonðThe parking at the Military Museum is a good idea. 

Sybil MilesðSo much better than the Piazza.  A lot more people are using the 
seats. 

Melinda CarrðI think it look good. 

Have your Say  
What do you think of the Shire of Merredinôs new CBD plan? 
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owners for putting this together it 
was an incredible sight to see. 

9am saw our absolutely heartfelt and 
beautiful ANZAC service, which 
was created by Jasmine Geier and 
the Shire of Westonia, commenced.  

Most of the people in town stopped 
what they were doing to pay their 
respects to our ANZACs and what an 
amazing way to do it. There were 
readings by the local kids who were 
all so incredibly good, laying of the 
wreaths, the last post with a minute 
silence, a magnificent tribute to our 
local Westonian ANZAC and the 
presentation of our memorial quilt to 
the Shire of Westonia had quite a 
few tears from our attendees.  

Following the ANZAC Service 
Wessy on the Green was all go, our 
stall holders bought our town alive, 
the visitors to Westonia began 
rolling in and our main street was 
transformed into something pretty 
incredible. 

The kids had their faces painted and 
trips around the town and back down 
to the oval with Liôl Louie the Road 
Train.  Danielle Harvey and Josh 
Carr (Carr & Drone) exhibited their 
beautiful art work at the Miners Hall, 
while the Hood Penn Museum was 
open for the entire day. Westonia 

(Continued from page 1) 

Wessy on the GreenðThatôs a Wrap 
Tavern opened their doors at 12pm 
which gave everyone somewhere to 
rest and grab a drink while admiring 
the cars. 

The oval was coming alive at the 
same time with all of the fantastic 
entertainment, rides, food trucks and 
live music. 

Our Treasure Island was a massive 
hit with the kids who spent about 8 
hours digging through, but still 
missed some coins. 

There was laser tag for adults and 
children, Radrock Rock Climbing 
Wall, Airborn brought along their 
Bungee Tramps, Monster Truck 
Bouncy Castle and Bumper Cars 
which were a huge hit with the kids 
lined up all day.  

Mad Cow Entertainment upgraded 
our Bucking Bull to their ultimate 
version while also providing us with 
their Bouncy Castle. 

Great Eastern Freightlines supplied 
us with our amazing stage and added 
to the atmosphere for the music 
which began at 2pm with Triple 
Engine who belted out some very 
cool tunes as everyone gravitated 
from the main street to the oval. 

Next came our favourite girl Sophie 
Jane Duo who as always left us in 
awe of their amazing talent. 

Then another big WOW was the 
drawing of the $5,000.00 Linneys 
jewellery voucher, which was kindly 
donated to Wessy on the Green by 
Mechtech Diesel and Della Bosca 
Transport, to raise money for the 
Wessy CRC.  It was-drawn by our 
very own Scarlett Crees and won by 
Amy Stevens. 

Zap Circus, an internationally 
awarded, high energy circus and fire 
duo who have performed for 
audiences across the globe in 30 
different countries, were incredible 
and a huge hit with the adults and 
kids alike.  

Refractory Road then came on stage 
and belted out some of our favourite 
tunes and some of their own 
following the release of their new 
album Days That Define.  

Wrapping up our very first Wessy on 
the Green we would like to thank 
you to all the stallholders, amazing 
sponsors, the Shire of Westonia, 
Westonia Progress Association, 
Ramelius Resources, FRRR, Della 
Bosca Transport, Mech Tech Diesel 
Services, Westonia Tavern, Collgar 
Wind Farm, Daybreak Cropping, 
MLG, Great Eastern Freightlines, 
Elders of Merredin and Bitutek.   

Last but not least we would like to 
thank the wonderful people of 
Westonia. The Shire of Westonia, 

our amazing CRC Committee, and 
everyone who put their hand up to 
help out leading up to, on and after 
the event. It was so incredible to 
watch our whole town come together 
as one to work together all for the 
same goal, to make Wessy on the 
Green a success.  

Congratulations Westonia what an 
achievement. 

By VANESSA WITTSTOCK 

On Sunday, 25 April over 100 
people attended the Narembeen 
ANZAC service to remember the 
fallen, the wounded and all those 
who served and continue to serve. 
The morning consisted of a march 
from the Narembeen Town Hall to 
the cenotaph, where returned service 
men and women as well as 
community members laid wreaths. 

The community then enjoyed a light 
lunch and refreshments at the Shire 
Chambers after the service. A huge 
thank you to the Narembeen P&C for 
the amazing catering. Thank you also 
to everyone else involved in any 
way. 

Narembeen ANZAC Day 
We appreciate all that abided by the 
COVID-19 requirements while 
attending the service. It was a very 
successful morning commemorating 
those we have lost. 

LEST WE FORGET! 
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Court Report  
19th April 2021 

Northam Courthouse 

Wiremu Noble appeared on a charge 
of having no authority to drive - 
alcohol offender.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Northam on 
the 10th May 2021. 

20th April 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Melville Verhoeven appeared on 
charges of possessing a prohibited 
plant, driving with prescribed illicit 
drug in oral fluid or blood, with 
intent to do grievous bodily harm 
unlawfully wounds another, 2 counts 
of disorderly behaviour in public and 
2 counts of being armed or 
pretending to be armed in a way that 
may cause fear.  He was remanded to 
appear in Perth on the 18th May 
2021. 

22nd April 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Patrick Pickett appeared on charges 
on obscene acts in public, and 2 
counts of unlawful wounding.  He 
was remanded to appear in Perth on 
the 19th May 2021. 

27th April 2021 

Mandurah Courthouse 

Zak Waru appeared on charges of 
being the driver of a vehicle which 
failed to comply with a direction to 
stop, failed to comply with 
requirements made by a member of 
the police force, willfully mislead a 
person performing a function under a 
road law, and having no authority to 
drive - suspended (other than fines 
suspension). 

Northam Courthouse 

Allan Hayden appeared on charges 
of unlawfully assault and thereby did 
bodily harm with circumstances of 
aggravation, breach of protective 
bail conditions, and 22 counts of 
breaching a family violence 
restraining order.  He was remanded 
to appear in Northam on the 24th 
May 2021. 

Aaron Mathews appeared on charges 
of unlawful wounding with 
circumstance of aggravation, and 2 
counts of breach of protective bail 
conditions.  He was remanded to 
appear in Merredin on the 4th May 
2021. 

Barry Smart was convicted of 
carries/possessed firearm when 
affected by alcohol and/or drugs, 
discharged a firearm to cause fear, 
and inadequate storage facility for 

firearms.  He was fined $3,000 and 
ordered to pay costs of $130.50. 

28th April 2021 

Perth Courthouse 

Prabhjit Singh appeared on a charge 
of careless driving.  The matter was 
adjourned to appear in Perth on the 
2nd June 2021. 

30th April 2021 

Midland Courthouse 

Jayden Fanning appeared on charges 
of without lawful excuse trespassed 
on a place, and stealing.  The matters 
were adjourned to appear in Midland 
on the 4th May 2021. 

By ANITA METCALF 

The following snippets appeared in 

the local MAY newspapers of the 

time. 

 

28th, 1913: Misses Lannin and Stock 

applied to the Merredin Road Board 

for permission to collect at the 

football match on the Recreation 

Reserve on Sunday, to augment a 

fund for a childrenôs cot in the 

Merredin hospital, which was 

granted. 

 
14th, 1918: Advertisement for 

Chamberlainôs Tablets ï These 

tablets are especially for disorders of 

the stomach, liver and bowels.  If 

you are troubled with heartburn, 

indigestion or constipation they will 

do you good.  Try them.  Sold by G. 

and W. Duggan, Merredin. 

 

20th, 1966: Noels discount store of 

Merredin are selling new release 

1966 Simpson Pope wringer 

washing machines for $188 and 

Linda electric blankets are $11.95 

single and $19.95 double. 

 

13th, 1976: Merredinôs new doctor, 

From the History Room  
expected to take up residence soon, 

will be Dr. Al Yik.  Dr. Yik is 

expected to greatly assist the 2 

doctors currently practicing, Dr. 

L.T. Matthews and Dr. K. Jacobs. 

 
20th, 1976: Some of the ABC TV 

programmes for the week Thursday 

to Wednesday were ï Bellbird, This 

Day Tonight, Pot Black, Till Death 

Do Us Part, VFL Replay, Softly, 

Softly Task Force, Dr. Who. The 

ABC went off air before midnight. 

 
3rd, 1979: Since the opening of the 

Westonia complex, the people in the 

Westonia Community have got the 

Life. Be In It bug, with the forming 

of the Westonia Badminton Club. 

 

13th, 1987: The Trayning Primary 

School will be celebrating its 75th 

birthday this year. 

 
24th, 1989: On Line Lotto comes to 

Bruce Rock!  The new Lotto system 

was introduced to the town last 

Wednesday by the Bruce Rock 

Newsagency.  Manager, John 

Keitley said it would be offered to 

people on a 3 month trial basis. 
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Community Spirit 

My Thoughts  

Community and community spirit ï 

What does this mean to you? To your 

children? To your neighbour? Why 

not put this topic on the table and see 

what it can unearth! 

I am not from this town or indeed 

from the country, I was raised in the 

City and although I have family all 

over the state, some in regional 

towns, moving to Merredin in July 

2019 was my first regional 

experience.  I love living here and 

have met many amazing people in 

my short time living and working in 

the wheatbelt.  Many of whom I was 

introduced to when volunteering. 

Community to me means caring 

where we live, being involved and 

taking accountability for how our 

town flourishes and grows.  We are 

all responsible for maintaining and 

adding to the community that we live 

in, in my opinion. 

It was confronting when attending 

the Volunteerôs dinner held at 

Cummins Theatre in April of this 

year. Looking around the room of 

volunteers from Merredin (and 

surrounds) the average age was 

easily in between 60-70.  

Is this because our retired citizens 

have more time on their hands?  Is it 

perhaps attributed to how they were 

raised?  Some are born and bred 

localsô while others, like me, chose 

to live in this town and donate their 

time to give back and support what is 

important to them in their 

community.  

By ROY BUTLER 

The Merredin community choir, A 

Choired Taste, has moved to a new 

rehearsal location.  The multi-

functional meeting room in the 

former North Merredin Primary 

School will now be the venue, every 

Monday night, for choir practice. 

Choir members celebrated their first 

night in this spacious, well equipped 

room with a light supper ï and 

singing of course.  

The former school has been 

progressively redeveloped by the 

Merredin Shire.  The Merredin 

A Choired Taste has a new home 

Library was the first tenant, followed 

by the Wildflower Society 

Herbarium and the Merredin 

Playgroup.  

A Choired Taste is rehearsing 

diligently for the second Merredin 

Song Fest, to be held over the 

weekend of Saturday and Sunday 

15th and 16th May.  Approximately 

180 people, representing 11 choirs, 

will be in Merredin for a weekend of 

song.  

The Big Event of the weekend will 

be a concert on Saturday night.  
Tickets to attend this concert can be 

booked online via Trybooking.com  

In no way am I criticising the older 

generation, if anything I am saying 

we have a lot of learn from them and 

their mindset.  In no way am I saying 

that the younger generation donôt 

volunteer at all, itôs just not as 

universal. 

Diversity is important, this is even 

more relevant in smaller towns and 

when talking about community and 

community spirit.  There is really no 

debate that community is important 

and its essential to towns thriving not 

only surviving, the topic of 

conversation that I believe needs to 

be raised is why are we not seeing 

greater numbers of young people 

involved in community groups.  It 

would be productive to have this 

conversation with your friends, 

family, kids, and colleagues and to 

see what we can achieve together as 

a community.  The common theme 

amongst those that do volunteer is 

that the feeling of giving back is 

second to none.  This I can attest to 

and in addition meeting different and 

diverse people and putting yourself 

outside your comfort zone can only 

be good things for your personal 

development and for the 

development of your community.  

Jessie 

Johnson 

By ALMA WEST 

On Easter Sunday a large group 
of family and friends gathered on 
the Rockingham Foreshore 
to remember the life of Tom 
Connelly. Tom lived for many 
years in Merredin and Southern  
Cross where he worked for the 
SEC (now Western Power) and 
was an active member of the 
Volunteer Fire Brigade. 

His Memorial was attended by 
many friends from Merredin and 
Southern Cross, as well 
as many friends made since his 
retirement to Rockingham.  In 
recent years Tom was actively 
involved in a support group for 
Child Migrants and many of his 

Memorial Service for Thomas (Tom) 

Connelly 
friends from this group also 
attended. 

Tom passed away in February 
2020 at the beginning of COVID 
and it was hoped that by holding 
his Memorial at this time that his 
family members from England 
and Victoria would be able to 
attend, but this was just not 
possible. 

Tom was a much-loved member 
of the Morrison family, formerly 
of Mukinbudin, and all their 
extended family in Merredin.  
He will be sadly missed by all of 
us and by his many friends in the 
region.. 
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Tales from the Rails 

RAIL WA 150 ï 2021 Celebrating 150th Anniversary of Railways in Western Australia 

By JANE PATRONI Chairperson, 
Merredin Railway Museum 

In celebrating railway achievement 

in WA, it is a good time to focus on 

the importance of the rail to 

Merredin.  Over the next few editions 

we will discover how the rail built 

the town, the history of the railway 

station and the gallant efforts made 

to conserve the station buildings as a 

Museum.  This information forms 

part of our ongoing commitment to 

showcase the Railway Museum 

through the Interpretation and 

Design Concept Plan.  The railway 

was pivotal to the development of 

Merredin, the Goldfields and the 

state of Western Australia. 

 

How the Railway Built the 

Town 

Merredin's history varies from that of 
other wheat-belt towns in Western 
Australia in the sense that it started 
as a stopping place on the way to 
the Goldfields. 
   
The aboriginal people were the first 
to traverse the Merredin area.  
Attuned to the seasons and with a 
superior knowledge of the 
topography, they hunted, gathered 
and attended to their responsibilities 
around lore and custom. When the 
rains fell they made use of the 
gnamma holes and natural water run 

off from the granite rock now known 
as Merredin Peak. 
 
The first European explorer into the 
area was the Surveyor General J. S. 
Roe who travelled through the region 
in 1836 but was not impressed by its 
dryness and the low rainfall. 
 
By the 1850s sandalwood cutters 
were in the area but there was little 
agriculture. It was not until Assistant 
Surveyor Charles Cooke Hunt 
explored the area in the period 1864ï
66 that it began to open up.  Hunt 
saw the pastoral potential but 
realised the importance of water. He 
called the area Hampton Plains after 
John Stephen Hampton, Governor of 
Western Australia 1862ï68. 
Hunt made five journeys through the 
area.  Of the five journeys the first 
was exploratory (1864), the second 
established a track which moved 
from waterhole to waterhole (1865) 
and the third built a series of wells 
and dams (Huntôs Dam at Merredin 
is located about 10 kilometres 
(6.2 miles) north of town off the 
Merredin-Chandler Road).  The 
result was a road which later became 
known as the York to Goldfields 
Road and, until the arrival of the 
railway, was the only link between 
the coast and the gold towns of 
Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie. 
 
In the late 1860s a number of large 
pastoral leases were taken up in the 

area but no township evolved.  As 
late as 1889, when Assistant 
Surveyor Henry King set up camp on 
the north side of Merredin Peak, 
there was still no township.  The first 
settlement was established to the 
north of Merredin Peak on the York 
to the Goldfields Road, but it was 
hastily moved when the railway, 
which could not follow the gradients 
of Hunts Road, was built a few 
kilometres to the south. 
 
In 1888 the area to the east of 
Merredin was officially proclaimed 
the Yilgarn Goldfields, followed by 
the goldfields in Coolgardie in 1892 
and at Kalgoorlie in 1893.  During 
1889 and 1890, Assistant Surveyor 
Henry King conducted a 
comprehensive survey of the 
Merredin area.  During the 
expedition Kingôs camp was 
established at a waterhole at the base 
of a large rock known as Merredin 
Peak.  With increased number of 
prospectors travelling along the 
track, the campsite at Merredin 
Peakôs waterhole became permanent 
and in accordance with Land 
Regulations the townsite of Merredin 
was first declared as ñMerredin Peak 
Reserve 2914ò by notice which can 
be found in the Government Gazette 
dated 19th March 1891. 
 
As a consequence of the discovery of 
gold in the Southern Cross and 
Kalgoorlie-Coolgardie areas, 

transport to and from the district was 
required.   
Check out the next edition for the 
history of the Railway Station. 
 
Snippets from the Signal Box:  
Last edition (Anzac Edition) we 
wrote about Sam Inglis who joined 
the WAGR as an engine cleaner at 
the age of 18 years in 1924.  He 
worked all over country WA 
becoming an engine driver in 
Kellerberrin in 1943 and was 
manpowered during World War 
II.  He retired in 1971 and often 
visited his son Noel who was 
stationed in Merredin.  In 1978, 
just prior to the opening of the 
Museum, Sam donated his ñcrib 
boxò to the collection.  See the 
treasures you find at the Rail 
Museum!! 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ tŜŀƪ ¢ƻǿƴǎƛǘŜ муфо 
tƭŀƴ ƻŦ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ tŜŀƪ ¢ƻǿƴǎƛǘŜ муфо 

aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ 5ŀƳ муфо 

By SAVANNAH GARLICK 

Once again, the Narembeen CRC 
and the Narembeen District High 
School (NDHS) Student Council 
organised an event during Youth 
Week 2021, with successful 
funding from the Department of 
Communities, the óYouth Rock 
Outô came together, a day filled 
with adventures at Mulkaôs Cave 
and Wave Rock followed by a 
disco at Mt Arrowsmith Tennis 
Club. 

On Friday 16 April, 22 students, 
aged 9- 16, jumped on the bus at 
10:30am to start the first 
adventure of the day at Mulkaôs 
Cave. A bus BINGO kept the 

Youth Rock Out 2021 
kids entertained for the nearly 
60min bus trip. 

Once arrived at Mulkaôs Cave the 
kids got split into different groups 
where they had to come up with 
different ótribe namesô before 
answering some questions, 
following the Gnamma walking 
trail and completing different tasks 
along the way. The Ossie Rooôs, 
Outback Kangaroos, Outback 
Eshays and Wonky Wallabies then 
had one hour to complete the 
challenges for the morning, before 
jumping back on the bus for the 
second adventure of the day, Wave 
Rock. 

A yummy BBQ lunch at the picnic 

area was enjoyed before starting 
the next set of challenges involving 
many tricky questions about Wave 
Rock. Everyone got a beautiful 
view from the top of Wave Rock , 
of course, surfed the wave!  

The last activity of the day was to 
write a story about a hippo as well 
as take a selfie in Hippos Yawn.  

BUT the Youth Rock Out was not 
finished yet!  

A disco followed at the Mt 
Arrowsmith Tennis Club, where 
the kids enjoyed some delicious 
food, catered for by the Narembeen 
P & C as well as many fun games 
and a lot of dancing and singing.  

Overall the Youth Rock Out was 
great success. 

Thank you to the NDHS student 
council for their cooperation in 
organising such a fun day! Also a 
big thank you to our amazing 
volunteers Hannah Chitty, 
Michael Lethlean AKA Mick 
Chick and Tamara Clarkson. 
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