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COVID-19 WA 

Statistics 

As at  6 April 2021  

Tested  955,072 

Confirmed Cases 950  

Recovered 923  

Deaths 9  

Active cases in WA 18  

COVID-19 in Australia  

WAñCases 950ñDeaths 9  

ACTñCases 123 ñDeaths 3  

NSWñCases 5,310ñDeaths 54  

NTñCases 112ñDeaths 0  

QLDñCases 1,491ñDeaths 6  

SAñCases 661ñDeaths 4  

TASñCases 234ñDeaths 13  

VICñCases 20,484ñDeaths 820  
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By Marie Bartlett  

On Saturday the 27th of March, 
124 ladies attended a Ladies High 
Tea at the Merredin Recreation 
and Leisure Centre which was 
organised by a sub-committee of 
the St Maryôs P & F.  

This event aimed to bring 
together ladies from the St 
Maryôs community and their 
friends for a lovely and relaxing 
afternoon of delicious food, 
company and to enjoy hearing 
from guest speakers.  

The ladies had the pleasure of 
listening to two amazing local 
guest speakers, Chesney Maloney 
and Charisse Walker. 

Chesney Maloney shared with us 
her story of being diagnosed with 
epilepsy and having reflux of the 
kidneys, which led to requiring 
kidney transplants, one at the 
young age of 20 from her very 
dear Mum and the second in 
2018.  

Chesneyôs aim was to raise 
awareness of organ donation and 
mental health and her story was 

truly touching, which saw a few 
tears being shed!  

Charisse Walker also known as 
ñThe Body Coachò, shared her 
passion for creating fun and 
versatile home workouts that can 
fit into even the busiest of 
schedules. Charisse coaches 
women not on their physical well-
being but also their inner health 
and understanding that what is 
going on, on the outside is only 
ever a reflection of what is 
happening within.  Charisse 
shared her journey with body 
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image and anxiety and how she 
lives a healthy and holistic life 
with balance and she coaches 
other women to do the same. 

The guests appreciated having 
Melinda Carr as the ñMaster of 
Ceremoniesò and all enjoyed a 
scrumptious sweet and savoury 
foods catered by Hayley and her 
team at Wild Poppy and delicious 

[ŀŘƛŜǎ IƛƎƘ ¢Ŝŀ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ WŜǎǎ bŜƭǎƻƴΣ 

!ƳŀƴŘŀ {ǿŀǊǘȊΣ 5ŀƳƛŀƴŀ 5ŜƳŀǊǘŜΣ 

aŀǊƛŜ .ŀǊǘƭŜǧ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻǎƘŀ aǳƴǊƻ 
DǳŜǎǘǎ ŀǘ IƛƎƘ ¢Ŝŀ 

(Continued on page 3) 
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What does ANZAC Day mean to 
you? Have your say ¢I9 tIh9bL· 
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Stephanie WelshðThumbs up 
to Petticoat Lane for feeding 
those who are in need. God 
Bless them. 

Gillian Ovans-Thumbs up to 
Two Dogs Hardware for 
donating 1İ pallets of pine 
wood chips to the Merredin 
Community Garden. 

Alexander BrooksðThumbs 
down to those low life's who 
took it upon themselves to enter 
my new home without 
permission and help themselves 
to my property. 

Anzac Day is a national day of remembrance in Australia 
and New Zealand that broadly commemorates all 
Australians and New Zealanders "who served and died in 
all wars, conflicts, and peacekeeping operations" and "the 
contribution and suffering of all those who have served"  

 

Write your comments here and drop them into the CRC to scan and 
email them to administration@merredincrc.com and they will be 
published in the 23 April 2021 edition of the Phoenix. 

 

 

 

Send in your Thumbs Up 

or Thumbs Down to the 

Merredin CRC facebook 

page 
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DǳŜǎǘ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ /ƘŀǊƛǎǎŜ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

/ƘŜǎƴŜȅ aŀƭƻƴŜȅ 

DǳŜǎǘǎ ŀǘ aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ [ŀŘƛŜǎ IƛƎƘ ¢Ŝŀ 

grazing boards prepared by 
Damiana Demarte.  

Megan Simmonds volunteered 
her time as our ñOfficialò 
photographer for the event and 
captured some wonderful 
memories.  

Events like this could not happen 
without the support of our local 
businesses and we take this 

opportunity to thank: Rossôs 
Diesel Service, Chris & Sonya 
Barnett, Matt & Sam Barnett, 
Hon Mia Davies MLA, Melissa 
Price MP, IGA Merredin, 
Merredin Harvest Fresh Food 
Market, Nextra Merredin, 
Damiana Demarte and Sarah Carr 
Custom Designs for their 
contributions. 

To Neka (Kate Downsborough), 
Wild Poppy, Lorraine Lea Linen 
(Damian Claridge), Youngevity 
(Kat White), MerreGranola & 
Trapeze Nutrition (Estelle 
Madaffari), Young Living (Bree 
Gearing), Lutumn Designs (Jess 
Nelson), AIM Cosmetic and 
Thermomix (Melinda Carr) for 
your donation of the door prizes 
and to Tupperware (Marie 
Bartlett) and Trapeze Nutrition 
for your donation of the gifts for 
all of the guests attending!  

Finally this event could not have 
been made possible without the 
tireless efforts of the Ladies High 

Ladies High Tea in Merredin cont. 
(Continued from page 1) 

Tea Committee who have been 
planning this event for 2 years, 
but COVID interrupted our plans 
in 2020. The Committee Amanda 
Swarts, Jess, Nelson, Tosha 
Munro, Damiana Demarte and 
Marie Bartlett spent many hours 
to make this event successful.  

But lastly a BIG Thank you to the 
Merredin and surrounding 
communities for attending and 
making this event a success.  

WORD Rearrange the letters 

    

DORMITORY DIRTY ROOM 

PRESBYTERIAN BEST IN PRAYER 

ASTRONOMER MOON STARER 

DESPERATION A ROPE ENDS IT 

THE EYES THEY SEE 

GEORGE BUSH HE BUGS GORE 

THE MORSE CODE HERE COME DOTS 

SLOT MACHINES CASH LOST IN ME 

ANIMOSITY IS NO AMITY 

ELECTION RESULTS LIES LETôS RECOUNT 

MOTHER-IN-LAW WOMAN HITLER 

SNOOZE ALARMS NO MORE ZôS 

A DECIMAL POINT IM A DOT IN PLACE 

THE EARTHQUAKES THAT QUEER SHAKE 

ELEVEN PLUS TWO TWELVE PLUS ONE 

Clever or too much time on 

their hands 
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Court Report  
23rd March 2021 

Esperance Courthouse 

Peter Johnston appeared on a 

charge of breaching a family 

violence restraining order.  He 

was remanded to appear in 

Esperance on the 28th October 

2021. 

Merredin Courthouse 

Jason Bushell appeared on a 

charge of common assault in 

circumstances of aggravation or 

racial aggravation.  He was 

remanded to appear in Merredin 

on the 20th April 2021. 

Samuel Clarke appeared on a 

charge of having no authority to 

drive (disqualified from holding 

or obtaining).  The matter was 

adjourned to appear in Merredin 

on the 20th April 2021. 

Charles Culshaw plead guilty to 

a charge of exceeding 0.08g 

alcohol per 100ml of blood.  He 

was fined $750, ordered to pay 

costs of $248.70 and had his 

licence suspended for 9 months. 

Beau Desmond appeared on a 

charge of unlawfully assault and 

thereby did bodily harm with 

circumstances of aggravation.  

He was remanded to appear in 

Merredin on the 7th April 2021. 

Luke Henderson appeared on a 

charge of unlawfully assault and 

thereby did bodily harm with 

circumstances of aggravation.  

He was remanded to appear in 

Merredin on the 9th June 2021. 

Muhammad Ismail appeared on 

a charge of a reckless driving 

speed of 155 km/h or more. The 

matter was adjourned to appear 

in Merredin on the 20th April 

2021. 

Sheaylee Jeanes appeared on 

charges of common assault, and 

common assault in 

circumstances of aggravation or 

racial aggravation. She was 

remanded to appear in Merredin 

on the 20th April 2021. 

Luke Keamy appeared on 

charges of stalking, using a 

carriage service to menace, 

harass or cause offence, and 129 

counts of breached a violence 

restraining order. He was 

remanded to appear in Merredin 

on the 4th May 2021 

Taraeta Nicholls appeared on a 

charge of without lawful excuse 

trespassed on a place.  The 

matter was adjourned to appear 

in Merredin on the 20th April 

2021. 

Wiremu Noble appeared on a 

charge of having no authority to 

drive ï alcohol offender.  The 

matter was adjourned to appear 

in Northam on the 19th April 

2021. 

Joshua Powell was convicted of 

breaching a family violence 

restraining order.  He received 

an intensive supervision order 

for 9 months. 

Brett Simpson appeared on 

charges of exceeding the speed 

limit in a speed zone, and 

having no authority to drive ï 

cancelled.  The matters were 

adjourned to appear in Merredin 

on the 20th April 2021. 

Talita Stone plead guilty to 

driving a motor vehicle under 

the influence of alcohol.  She 

was fined $1600, ordered to pay 

costs of $248.70 and had her 

licence suspended for 18 

months. 

Kallum Studman appeared on a 

charge of reckless driving.  The 

matters were adjourned to 

appear in Merredin on the 20th 

April 2021. 

Janice Taylor appeared on a 

charge of common assault in 

circumstances of aggravation or 

racial aggravation.  She was 

remanded to appear in Merredin 

on the 4th May 2021. 

Andrew Tuffley appeared on 

charges of driving a motor 

vehicle under the influence of 

alcohol, assault a public officer, 

obstructing public officers, 2 

counts of common assault in 

circumstances of aggravation 

or racial aggravation, and 2 

counts of having no authority 

to drive ï suspended (other 

than fines suspension).  He was 

remanded to appear in 

Merredin on the 20th April 

2021. 

Daniel Preuss appeared on 

charges of did drive (or attempt 

to drive) a motor vehicle on a 

public road with a blood 

alcohol content exceeding 

0.05g, possessed a prohibited 

weapon, and 2 counts of 

possession of stolen or 

unlawfully obtained property.  

The matters were adjourned to 

appear in Northam on the 12th 

April 2021. 

Perth Courthouse 

Melville Verhoeven appeared 

on charges of driving with 

prescribed illicit drug in oral 

fluid or blood, 2 counts of 

disorderly behaviour in public, 

2 counts of being armed or 

pretending to be armed in a 

way that may cause fear, and 

possessing a prohibited plant.  

He was remanded to appear in 

Perth on the 20th April 2021. 

David Lindroth appeared on 

charges of while in the place of 

another without consent 

committed an offence (in 

aggravated circumstances), and 

2 counts of unlawful indecent 

assault.  He was remanded to 

appear in Perth on the 18th June 

2021 

24th March 2021 

Merredin Courthouse 

Brodie Scorer was convicted of 

stealing.  He received a 

suspended fine of $300 

suspended for 3 months, and 

was ordered to pay 

compensation of $400. 

29
th
 March 2021 

Kalgoorlie Courthouse 

Jerrard Johnson appeared on 

charges of having no authority 

to drive ï suspended (other than 

fines suspension), and 

exceeding the speed limit 

between 10 and 19 km/h.  The 

matters were adjourned to 

appear in Kalgoorlie on the 10th 

May 2021. 

Northam Courthouse 

Allan Hayden appeared on 

charges of breach of protective 

bail conditions, unlawfully 

assault and thereby did bodily 

harm with circumstances of 

aggravation and 22 counts of 

breaching a family violence 

restraining order.  He was 

remanded to appear in Northam 

on the 27th April 2021. 

30
th
 March 2021 

Midland Courthouse 

Jayden Fanning appeared on 

charges of without lawful 

excuse trespassed on a place, 

and stealing.  The matters were 

adjourned to appear in Midland 

on the 6th April 2021. 
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Peter 

Barrett 

My Thoughts on the letter A 

My Thoughts  

I was one of those kids with a pathetic 
attention span, quite unable to stay 
interested in school, but there was one 
thing that easily commanded my powers of 
concentration and that was music.  I 
particularly liked it at full volume and 
became adept at adjusting the controls to 
emphasise different individual instruments.  
Piano lessons taught me to read sheet 
music but I could learn songs just by 
listening to them repeatedly.  I liked sitting 
next to the speakers at hotel performances 
and I eventually developed some quite 
perceptible proficiency as a keyboard and 
harmonica player. 

My working life started as the ñnight boyò 
on the Wyalkatchem telephone exchange 
switchboard. Listening skills were 
important and formed much of the training.  
This led to a career with the telephone 
company as a linesman.  

Installing the cables involved a lot of heavy 
percussion machinery. Commissioning and 
maintaining telephone equipment required 
me to listen to them carefully with sensitive 
instruments. I became interested in ham 
radio, a pursuit that rewards good listeners 
in particular. 

Made redundant in 2001 I went back to 
school.  My attention span was just 
sufficient to acquire some drafting and 
machine programming skills and I started 
working in the sheet metal game in front of 
a computer programming laser cutters. I 
was in my late 40s. Thatôs when it seems to 
have started. 

Some people suggested I talked too loud. I 
became annoyed with telephones, which 
seemed to have lost their speech crispness.  
I put it down to the declining quality of the 
telecommunications infrastructure since my 
departure.  I was becoming less inclined to 
join in conversations. People seemed to 
mumble a lot. My wife was getting 
annoyed at my poor responses when she 
spoke. She complained the telly was too 

loud. Seemed a bit quiet to me. 

Eventually someone suggested I might be 
going deaf, so I went to the audiologist. The 
results were shocking.  It was a typical ñski-
slopeò pattern, showing that I had lost a lot 
of my response to higher frequencies.  Time 
to get a hearing aid.  This was my next 
shock.  These miniaturised audio amplifiers 
were the price of a decent motorbike!  I tried 
all sorts of homebrewed electronic solutions 
but eventually succumbed.  I was $4,000 
poorer but now I could hear the wall clock 
ticking for the first time in years. 

The loss of higher frequencies means I could 
no longer distinguish between the sound of 
ñSò, ñSHò, ñFò ñTò and all those other high 
pitched sounds.  I couldnôt tell the difference 
between ñYouôre looking fit" and ñYouôre 
looking shitò.  The typical response from me 
is the letter ñAò. I could hear people talking 
but couldnôt make out what they were 
saying. This makes some people snarky. 
ñYeah but you heard that didnôt youò.  

Yeah. ñAò?? I got sick of hearing myself say 
it.  I got into the bad habit of second-
guessing what people were saying when I 
actually didnôt have a clue. 

ñHi Peter how are you?ò 

ñEré about a quarter past four.ò 

The descent into profound deafness was 
inexorable.  By 2012 I had to abandon the 
$4K appliances for more powerful ones. 
Within five years they were also useless.  I 
was becoming ever more reticent and 
introspective.  I packed my ham radio away, 
seemingly for good.  I became addicted to 
texting and found that social media was the 
only place where I could be with my friends. 
I was gently but surely becoming a happy 
hermit. I considered audiologists to be no 
better than car salesmen, keen to get their 
hands on some nice juicy sales commission. 
I felt despised and misunderstood as an 
ignorant dullard. 

Now I am bionic!  A surgeon dug a hole in 
my skull and inserted a tiny electrode into 
my cochlea.  Private health insurance footed 
most of the $50K bill but I was still $5K out 
of pocket.  My first impressions were not 
good. Everyone sounded alien and echoed, 
but the first tune-up changed all that.  At last 
after 15 years of unintelligible noise my right 
side speech comprehension was transformed 
almost to perfection, at least as far as I was 
concerned.   The appliance is no longer 
called a hearing aid but a ñspeech 
processorò.  The inbuilt Bluetooth 
transceiver has given me the confidence to 
pick up the phone again.  This means there is 
a microwave transmitter pressed against my 
head, but the benefits far outweigh any 
perceived risks.  

So what are the drawbacks?  Well, Iôm now 
battery operated and a little apprehensive of 
water, but above all there is this: In order for 
the processor to render speech in the most 
comprehensible way it distorts pitch.  This is 
devastating for anyone who loves music and 
I can no longer ñplay by earò or analyse a 
performance.  My playing has deteriorated 
and so the one thing that made my teenage 
years so tolerable seems no longer available 
and I miss it like a chunk torn from my heart. 
Iôm still hopeless at large gatherings and I 
still canôt figure out which direction sounds 
are coming from. 

So be kind to us deaf people. There are more 
of us around than you think, such is the 
subtlety of the affliction. 

Be patient when you hear us say ñA?" 

There is a more going on between those 
useless flaps of skin than you could know.  

Merredin Police House Gone 
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Tales from the Rails 

RAIL WA 150 ï 2021 Celebrating 150th Anniversary of Railways in Western Australia 

By JANE PATRONI 
Chairperson, Merredin 
Railway Museum 

How many of you have noticed 

the Commemorative Wall just 

inside the entrance to the Railway 

Museum or taken the time to 

view the names and the 

occupations inscribed on the 

plaques?  

While many of the railway 

occupations no longer exist, it is a 

talking point with our visitors 

who are very interested in 

discovering more about the scant 

information presented.  Some 

claim relationship to the names 

displayed while others enquire 

about the addition of new names.  

The Commemorative Wall, 

which recognises West Australian 

Railway Personnel of the 

Merredin region, was unveiled by 

the Honourable James McMillan 

Brown JP MLA on 2 April 2005.  

At the time John Rutherford was 

President, Rosemary Lambert, 

Secretary and former President 

Jim Medlen was responsible for 

organising the Commemorative 

Wall. 

Jim was a Locomotive Fireman 

and Driver for the WAGR/

Westrail working in both the 

Merredin area and also at 

Koolyanobbing. His working 

experience drove a passion for 

preservation for all things rail.   

Jim was President of the Railway 

Museum from 1992 to 1995. He 

worked tirelessly to raise funds 

(through raffles etc) to go 

towards the restoration of the 

buildings and rolling stock.  To 

commemorate the contribution of 

WA Railway Personnel of 

Merredin and surrounding areas, 

Jim instigated the establishment 

of a railway sleeper wall on 

which to mount plaques 

recognising the Railway workers. 

Some of the names on the 

plaques include:  

Harry Ernest Rogers ï WAGR: 

Leading Repairer, Burracoppin, 

1941-1963 

Tales from the Train 
A modern take on travelling by train 

By LADY RANTHAM 

Tales from the Train. There is a 
woman sitting on my train who 
is mouthing the words to the 
song on her headphones. From 
intensive, but indirect and 
unobtrusive observation, I do 
believe it's the goat herder song 
from the Sound of Music. On 
this basis alone - I want to meet 
this woman. We have stuff in 
common. We should be friends. 
She should come to our next 
Singstar night. But how 

awkward would it be to have 
some random woman that you've 
clocked staring with acute 
intensity at you who then tries to 
introduce herself and suggest 
you're her kind of crazy and that 
you should so go to her house, 
where there are other crazy 
people. In the interests of bit 
getting arrested and having my 
smartrider revoked, might let 
this one go. ..... Let it goooooé.. 

 

John William (Jock) Seath ï 

WAGR: Plumber (Ways and 

Works ï Civil Engineering 

Branch) Merredin, 1950-1973 

Norman Maxwell Dixon ï 

WAGR/Westrail Loco, Cleaner, 

Fireman, Driver, Merredin West 

Merredin 1950-1993 

Joseph John Malone ï WAGR: 

Loco Driver Merredin 1929-1933 

Arthur William Johnson ï 

WAGR: Fuelman, RO&T, Fitters 

Assist, Car & Wagon Examiner, 

Boilermakerôs Assist, Labourer. 

1941-1969 

Patrick (Paddy) James Middleton 

ï WAGR: Ganger, Foreman, 

Inspector Per Way, Merredin 

1957-1950 & 1953-1964 

As a community, we owe a debt 

of gratitude to previous 

Committee members of the 

Museum whose interest and 

passion for Railway history and 

active efforts in preserving and 

restoring buildings and rolling 

stock allows us to showcase a 

snapshot of a time and place that 

contributed so much to our 

growth as the great State of 

Western Australia.  

Snippets from the Signal Box: A 

complete clean down of a steam 

locomotive took 10 hours to 

complete. 
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Merredin SES honour past Local Coordinator 
By SARGE BOTTACIN 
Training Manager, Merredin 
SES Unit 
 
In recent times Merredin SES has 
gone through an upgrade with the 
building of a new shed and now 
with new plans being developed 
for further upgrades. These new 
extensions help support the very 
important emergency service 
offered to the community.  
 
Recently the unit held an open 
day for the community to come 
and see and meet the team, which 
saw past and present members 
reminiscing and looking back at 
the history of the unit and how it 
used to be housed in an old fuel 
deport located at the eastern end 
of Barrack Street near the 
roundabout in Mary Street.  At 
that time it was governed by WA 
State Emergency Service 
(WASES) (Now the Department 
of Fire & Emergency Services - 
DFES). Local Coordinator then 
was Mario Discenza.  
 
Unlike now days funding to 
manage the SES was mainly 

through fundraising, a very small 
honorarium from Local 
Government and lots of local 
support.  
 
One element that hasnôt change 
since then is the dedication of the 
volunteer members.  
 
It was with the enthusiasm and 
dedication of Mr Discenza that 
the unit survived and grew, and 
acquired new headquarters, 
where it remains and still 
continues to grow.  
 
Mr Discenza had offered years of 
dedicated volunteer service and 
with the transition into Fire and 
Emergency Services (FESA) his 
efforts seemed to have gone 
unnoticed. 
 
Mr Discenza accepted an invite to 
attend Merredin SES open day 
and shared a story or two over a 
BBQ, with current members of 
how Merredin SES came to be.  
 
Current members had all agreed 
that if it hadnôt been for Mr 
Discenzaôs courage, the unit 

wouldnôt be where it is today and 
as such honoured him with a 
belated but well-deserved 
Certificate of Excellence.  
 
Present for the presentation was 
DFES District Officer, Natural 
Hazards Mr Matthew Reimer, 
who presented Mr Discenza with 
the Award. 


