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On 11 November community 
members from all across the Shire of 
Merredin came together to mark 100 
years since the Armistice was 
announced and World War I (WWI) 
ended.   

For Australia WWI remains the 
costliest conflict in terms of deaths 
and casualties. From a population of 
fewer than 5 million, 416,809 men 
enlisted. More than 60,000 were 
killed and 156,000 were wounded, 
gassed or taken prisoner. 

Annually Australia pays its respects 
to those who lost their lives during 
the conflict by holding services on 
11 November at the eleventh hour. 
Though 100 years have passed the 
cost to Australia and the sacrifice 
made by those who fought for our 
country has yet to be forgotten.  

For 2018 the Shire of Merredin and 
several community members decided 
to put together a series of events as 
they felt it important to mark the 
occasion and for Merredin to pay its 
respects 100 years on from WWI. A 

THE SHIRE OF MERREDIN 
COMMUNITY REMEMBERS 

working group was formed in 
approximately February 2018 which 
included Mr Adim Hajat 
(Community Liaison Officer, Shire 
of Merredin), Cr Julie Flockart, Mr 
Rob Endersbee, Ms Wendy Porter 
and later Mr Justin Freind, Mr Aub 
Tompkin and Mr Langley Smith 
came on board.   

Together with numerous community 
groups, the working group planned 
and organised a special series of 
events to take place. They also 
created a series of 36 crosses and 36 
silhouettes to commemorate those 
who fell overseas during the conflict. 
The installation of both projects was 
carried out by the Shire’s work crew 
with the crosses erected at the 
Cenotaph and silhouettes placed on 
the lawn in front of the Visitor 
Centre on Barrack St. Together the 
works crew and the working group 
also decorated the Merredin District 
Hall with numerous poppies, bunting 
and plants in addition to setting up a 
temporary flag pole and memorial 
site.  

The ‘hall’ has long since gone but 
the front foyer (built in 1925 and 
now the office of the Hon Mia 

Davies MLA) and the clock tower (a 
memorial to those who lost their lives 
in WWI unveiled in 1928 and 
restored to working order by the 
Men’s Shed group earlier this year) 
remain and it was in front of this 
building in 1918 that Merredin was 
told that WWI had ended (not 
withstanding a couple of false claims 
in days prior!).   

By MIRANDA WALLACE 
Shire of Merredin 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Every Saturday & Sunday 
Tammin Markets—Puma Roadhouse, Tammin, 
9am—1pm—Call Graeme Button 9637 1098. 
 

Merredin Markets 
Sunday 25 November at Merredin CRC 9am—
1pm. 
 

Nungarin Wheatbelt Markets 

Sunday 2 December 2018  
 

Christmas Pool Party (FREE) 
Merredin Pool 9.30am—11.30am 
 

FOOTBALL WEST 
12 December 2018 at Bruce Rock oval 3.30pm—
4.30pm. 
 

Narembeen Street Party 
14 December 2018 5.30pm 
 

REGULAR EVENTS 

0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for 
0—4 year olds.  Contact Emma Fitzsimons on 
9041 0962 or efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au 

A Choired Taste – A community singing group.  
All levels. Monday evening at the Senior Centre. 
7.00 pm to 9.00 pm. Further information Langley 

Smith 0409 106 649. 

All Saints Anglican Church—Cnr Haig Rd and 
South Ave. 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 10am, 2nd & 
4th Sundays 11.30am.  Rev’d Brett Guthrie 0427 
605 331.   

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 
9.30pm at the Masonic Lodge in Coronation St.  

First night is free.  Beginners to advanced.  Call 
Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see Sue at the Chemist 
or Lyn at the Post Office. 

Church of Christ—Throssell Road, 10am Sunday 
Worship and Sunday School Ph  
0408 484 711. 

Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on 
0411 984 123 for more info. 

Merredin Camera Club—   Email Daina for more 
info at dainasutherland@bigpond.com. 

Merredin Churches Fraternal—Meet on the 
fourth Wednesday of the Month at 10am at the 
Uniting Church. PO Box 463, Merredin, Malcolm 
Clark 9041 5215. 

Merredin Community Resource Centre—
meetings held second Tuesday of the month 
5.30pm at the CRC.  All Welcome. 

Merredin Museum & Historical Society—
Meetings first Wednesday of the month 5.00pm 
at Railway Museum.  All Welcome.   

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

SPIKE SAYS 

Late night shopping soon— your thoughts? 

 

Lorraine 
Romanelli —
great night for 
families, 
browsing shops 
for Xmas 
pressies.  I will 
be there with 
grand children. 

Vanessa 
Thompson —
Fantastic night 
for families and 
the community 
to come together.  
Would love to 
see more 
entertainment, 
but a great night 
every year.  

Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30. Call Steve 
for more info on 0428 412 213. 

Merredin United in Prayer— 29th November, 
Uniting Church. Meet at the church from 7pm. 

Moorditj Mia Services—18th November, 
Anglican Church. Meet in in the common room 

from 2.15pm. 

People’s Baptist Church—Kellerberrin, 10am 
Sunday Worship, Ph 0435 284 796. 

Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 
during the school term at Throssell Road, 
opposite the pool.  Contact Carissa Amm on 
0433 340 441. 

Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 12 
noon, Shed Restaurant unless otherwise advised, 
contact Julie Townrow 0429 411 377 or email 

julietownrow@westnet.com.au  

Revolution Youth—Church of Christ, Throssell 

Road, Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms), 
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167. 

Senior’s Centre—Craft group Wednesday 
mornings 9.30—11.30, bring your own crafts, 
learn a new craft or just come for a chat. Friday 
mornings 10am  Carpet Bowls new and old 
players welcome. 

Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday 
morning 10.00—11.30am at the Senior’s Centre.  
Free.  All welcome. 

Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00pm at 
the Senior’s Centre. Afternoon tea to follow.  

Free. 

Seventh-day Adventist Church—Kitchener Road, 
11am Saturday Family Worship, 9.30am Saturday 
Bible Study.  Ph 0457 423 060 or  
9045 3056. 

St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kellerberrin—
8:00am every Sunday. Father Andrew Bowron Ph 
9041 1118. 

St Mary’s Catholic Church, Merredin—South 
Avenue, Sundays 10.30am. Saturday evenings 

6.30pm. Father Andrew Bowron, Ph  
9041  1118. 

Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the 
Merredin Library, for children up to 5 years old. 

Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their 
stories or just listen. Mondays 10.00am—
11.30am, starting with morning tea.  Senior’s 
Centre.  $1. 

Uniting Church—Fifth Street, 9am Sunday 
Service, Ph 0457 329 850. 

Saxon Rochford—Thumbs 
up to Ben Ferris for all the 
effort he puts into helping 
out the youth of Merredin. 
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Jayne Amanda - Thumbs 
up for the Merredin 
Mayham on the 

weekend!!!!  

Garret 
Greenham —
Having three 
kids, I think it’s 
a good idea as 
we can go down 
later to get 
dinner and a 
browse.  The 
kids love having 
the night out. 

Teghan Stapely - Thumbs 
up to the Tav’s new 

courtesy bus, a great new 
service for the town. 

Marie Bartlett -Thumbs up 
to the CRC for organising 
the Christmas Bazaar, so 
home businesses within 
the Merredin and 
surrounds can showcase 
their amazing products!! 

 

Chloe 
Garwood— 

I think it is a 
great idea as 
long as the 
community gets 
involved. 
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Thus it was fitting to organise a 
parade which commenced at the 
Cenotaph and ended at the Merredin 
District Hall where the 2018 service 
was held. The parade featured 
Merredin’s Army Cadets dressed in 
WWI military uniforms, a Merredin 
Police squad car, numerous school 
students dressed in WWI military 
uniforms and costumes with their 
teachers, a number of cars carrying 
Merredin’s military veterans, the 
Hon Mia Davies MLA, Deputy Shire 
President Mal Willis with his 
daughter Chelsea (Miss Britannia 
2018), the band, Merredin Army 
Reserves and members of the 
Merredin Volunteer Fire & Rescue 
Service in addition to one of their 
fire trucks.   

The weather proved to be on form 
despite the heat of the previous day 
as the crowd gathered to commence 
the service at Merredin District Hall. 
At 10.59am the Last Post sounded 
out across the gathered crowd 
approximately 300 strong. The flag 
of England (as was flown in 
Merredin when the Armistice was 
announced in 1918) fluttered in the 
breeze as the notes of the Last Post 
faded and a Minute’s Silence 
commenced at 11.00am to remember 
the fallen. At 11.01am the Rouse 
was played and following this, the 
gathered crowd was welcomed to the 
service by Cr Julie Flockart who 
acted as the Master of Ceremony for 
the service.  
 

Deputy Shire President, Mal Willis, 
was invited forward to read the 
‘Remembrance Prayer’ followed by 
Mr Aub Tompkin to recite ‘The 
Ode’ which is a paragraph taken 
from the poem ‘The Fallen’ by 
Laurence Binyon.  
 

The service then included a number 
of additions that services in previous 
years had not featured. As part of a 
school project Year 11 Merredin 
College student, Chloe Walsh, had 
written her own ode which she was 
invited forward to read out. 
Following this, Mr Rob Endersbee 
was invited forward to read a copy 
of the ‘Foch Telegram’ which was a 
telegram sent 9 November 1918 to 
the Commanders-in-Chief of the 
Allied Armies by Allied Supreme 
Commander, Ferdinand Foch.  

 

Mrs Caryn Adamson then led the 
Merredin College Choir (decked out 
in period military uniforms) in 
performing Australia’s National 
Anthem in 1918 which at the time 
was still ‘God Save the King’. The 
choir also performed ‘Pack Up Your 
Travels’ and ‘It’s A Long Way To 
Tipperary’.  
 

Following their performances, the 
Hon Mia Davies MLA was invited 
forward to read the telegram 
received from Mr T.H. Harrison 
MLA followed by Shire President, 
Ken Hooper, who read the minuted 
entry from Merredin Road Board 
Chairman, H.H. Harling.  
 

Mr Graham Dolton then came 
forward to read several diary entries 
from his father’s journal. Leslie 
Arthur Dolton fought in WWI and 
his entries were a rare and candid 
insight into everyday life for a 
soldier on the front including a few 
humorous moments.   
 

Five Year 8 students (Lachlan 
Alvaro, Ryan Tiller, Frazer 
Sutherland, Hannah Hutchings and 
Carly Silver) from Merredin College 
were then invited forward to read 
out their WWI themed projects 
followed by Mr Langley Smith who 
read aloud a diary entry from school 
girl Annie Reiger written in 1918. 
The entry was a copy of the poem 
‘A Soldier’s Dream’ written by 
Thomas Campbell.  
 

Cr Flockart then called upon six 
students (Jack Downsborough, 
Chloe Coomber, Judd Major, Tyler 
Bush, Holly Alvaro and Alannah-
Rose Taylor) from Merredin College 
and St Mary’s Primary School to lay 
3 wreathes at the base of the 
impromptu memorial. The crowd 
was then asked to stand for the 
Australian National Anthem which 
was led by St Mary’s Primary 
School students.  
 

Mr Aub Tompkin was asked back to 
the stage to announce the ‘Best 
Costume’ winners which went to 
Mrs Caryn Adamson and Ruby 
McGlynn from Merredin College. 

Mr Justin Freind then completed a 
beautiful rendition of Vera Lynn’s 
‘White Cliffs of Dover’ which was a 
fitting conclusion to the 2018 
Armistice Day Service.  
 

Cr Flockart then thanked everyone 
who had attended the service and 
hinted that a surprise was shortly to 
follow. Unbeknownst to the crowd, 
the working group had attempted to 
get a military jet flyover for the 
service. Unfortunately their request 
was not successful but Mr Brad 
Atkinson was enlightened regarding 
the situation and agreed to do a 
flyover in his helicopter. He whipped 
past overhead only a couple of 
minutes later much to the surprise of 
the crowd.  

 

A huge number of people were 
involved in the preparation of the 
service. Funding was thanks to 
Collgar Wind Farm and the Shire of 
Merredin. Special thanks goes to 
Hon Mia Davies MLA and staff, the 
2018 Armistice Day Working Group, 
Merredin Men’s Shed members, 
John Tuppen and members of the 
community who have assisted with 
repair and who made sure the 
District Hall memorial clock was 
running on the day. Thanks also to 
Merredin College Choir and staff - 
including Caryn Adamson, Julie 
Tiller, Tom James plus students who 
did presentations at the service. 
Thanks as well to St Marys Primary 
School Choir, staff - including 
Nicola Lane and to students from 
both schools who laid the wreaths. 
Thanks to Two Dogs Home Timer & 
Hardware for the loan of several 
plants for decorative purposes, 
Merredin Army Cadet Unit, Mr 
Colin Martin, Doug and Tracey 
McWilliams, John Smith for the use 
and driving of vintage vehicles, the 
newly formed 2018 Armistice Day 
Merredin Band members, Chelsea 
Willis ‘Miss Britannia’, Merredin 
Volunteer Fire & Rescue Service, 
Merredin St Johns Ambulance, 
Merredin Police, Cr Ken Hooper, Cr 
Mal Willis, Mr Aub Tompkin, Mr 
Rob Endersbee, Mr Graham Dolton, 
Mr Langley Smith, Mr Brad 
Atkinson – helicopter flyover and Mr 
Justin Friend. Thanks to Shire of 
Merredin Staff including Mrs Kellie 
Bartley, Mr Adim Hajat, Miss 
Hannah Martin, Ms Wendy Porter 
and Library staff and Mr Mike 
Hudson and the depot crew. Finally a 
big thank you to community 
members that remained behind to 
pack up after the service.  
 

In addition to the parade and the 
service a special service was held at 
the Uniting Church and the Shire of 
Merredin organised for a sausage 
sizzle at Pioneer’s Park which many 
community members chose to attend. 
Whilst at the park they also stopped 
by at the Military Museum which 
was open all day for FREE.  
 

Merredin will continue to remember 
our fallen and the sacrifices they 
made so that Australia and its people 
may live as a free country. Thank 
you to the community who attended 
and participated in the many events 
held for Remembrance Day 2018.  
 

At the going down of the sun and in 
the morning we will remember them. 
Lest we forget.  
 

conti from page 1 

Back Seat - Hon Mia Davies MLA & Mr 
Graham Dolton (who's father, Leslie 

Arthur, fought in WWI) 

Start of ceremony—The Last Post 

Repertory Club 
 Merredin College Choir 
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Court Report 

Police Report 

6th & 7th November 
2018 

Stacey Anwyl was convicted of 
having no authority to drive—
suspended (other than fines 
suspension), was fined $1,000, 
ordered to pay costs of $205.30 and 
had her licence suspended for a 
further 9 months. 

Warren Ashwin plead guilty to 
having no authority to drive, was 
fined $200 and ordered to pay costs 
of $205.30. 

David Coelho was found guilty of  
having no authority to drive—
suspended (other than fines 
suspension). 

Ashley Crago was found guilty of 
being an unlicensed person who 
possessed a firearm/ammunition was 
fined $421 and ordered to pay costs 
of $205.30. 

Peter Dobrosavlic was convicted of 
providing false or misleading 
personal details and was fined $500, 
he was also convicted of having no 
authority to drive (never held), was 
fined $400, ordered to pay costs of 
$205.30 and had his licence 
suspended for a further 3 months. 

Liam Farrell was convicted of having 
no authority to drive—cancelled, was 
find $1000, ordered to pay costs of 
$205.30 and had his licence 
suspended for a further 9 months.  

Jessica Fussell plead guilty to being 
a responsible person who permitted 
an unlicensed vehicle to be used on a 
road and fined $50,  she plead guilty 
to driving, causing or permitting a 
vehicle with a forged replica or false 
plate to be driven on a road and was 
fined $50 and she also plead guilty to 
failing to give information 
identifying the driver or person in 
charge of a vehicle, fined $100 and 
ordered to pay costs of $205.30.  

Te Aorangi Gerrard was convicted of 
being a driver of a vehicle who failed 
to comply with a direction to stop 
was fined $600 and ordered to pay 
costs of $205.30, he was also 
convicted of failing to stop at a stop 
sign or line and fined $200.  

Douglas Hayden was convicted of 
failing to comply with reporting 
obligations, was fined $550 and 
ordered to pay costs of $205.30. 

Mitchell Henry was convicted of 
using an unlicensed vehicle on a 
road, was fined $80 and ordered to 
pay a half annual licence fee of $176, 
he was also convicted of having no 
authority to drive (expired) and fined 
$80.  

Bonnie Hnatyszyn was convicted of 
carrying an article with intent to 
injure (disable) and disorderly 
behaviour in public, was fined $1200 
and ordered to pay costs of $205.30. 

Clinton Marshall was convicted of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(Cannabis), was fined $300 and 
ordered to pay costs of $205.30, he 
was also convicted of possessing 
drug paraphernalia in or on which 
there was a prohibited drug or plant 
and fined $100. 

Danny McCue was convicted of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(amphetamine), was fined $350 and 
ordered to pay costs of $205.30. 

Jordan Melling was convicted of 
disorderly behaviour in public, was 
fined $800 and ordered to pay costs 
of $205.30. 

Jesse Munday was convicted of 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended), was fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $205.30, he 
was convicted of possessing drug 
paraphernalia in or on which there 
was a prohibited drug or plant and 
fined $100, he was convicted of 
failing to comply with requirements 
made by a member of the police 
force, was fined $300 and ordered to 
pay costs of $205.30 and had his 
licence suspended for 3 months, he 
was convicted of possessing a 
prohibited drug (Cannabis) was fined 
$600 and he was convicted of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant and was fined $100.  

Ralph Palmer was found guilty of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(Cannabis), was fined $550 and 
ordered to pay costs of $205.30. 

Stewart Parkin was convicted of 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended), was fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $205.30. 

Ivan Perkins was found guilty of 
driving a motor vehicle under the 
influence of alcohol, was fined 
$2500, ordered to pay costs of 
$107.50 and had his licence 
suspended for 30 months.  

Anthony Scrivener was found guilty 
of 2 counts of possessing a 
prohibited drug (Cannabis), he was 
also found guilty of 2 counts of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant, was fined $450 and ordered 
to pay cost of $451.20. 

Craig Wagner was found guilty of 2 
counts of unlawfully possessing a 
controlled or prescription drug, was 
fined $850 and ordered to pay costs 
of $205.30. 

Michael Willoughby was found 
guilty of having no authority to 
drive (fines suspended) was fined 
$200 and ordered to pay costs of 
$205.30. 

By Sergeant DAN COLMAN 
 
Hello Readers 
As described in the last edition of 
the Phoenix, Merredin Police as 
part of Operation ‘Bluesun’, will 
continue to visit licenced firearms 
holders to conduct cabinet checks. 
We have conducted numerous 
checks already and those we have 
visited have been very compliant 
and cooperative. We can only hope 
that continues, and that we do not 
discover any breaches of firearm 
regulations. Firearm security is a 
very important issue and this 
operation is a fantastic reminder for 
all firearms owners to be familiar 
with their security and storage 
obligations. If you have any doubts 
or questions in regards to these 
obligations please don’t hesitate to 
come and see us from Monday to 
Friday between 8:00am and 
4:00pm, and we are happy to 
inform and educate. 

The other Policing activity 
which will be increasing in the 
coming months is traffic patrols. 
It has been an awful year on 
WA roads, which has resulted in 
the needless death and injury of 
many members of the 
community. With the end of 
school and the holiday period 
commencing, the number of 
people on the road will increase 
significantly and you can expect 
Police intervention to increase 
also. 
 
WA Police will be targeting 
major contributors to unsafe 
road use such as Speed, 
Seatbelts and the use of Mobile 
devices. We will also be 
conducting numerous RBT 
actions to ensure drivers are not 
effected by drugs or alcohol; 
however the one factor Police 
cannot often control is fatigue. 
Please, please do not drive 
whilst tired. Delay your drive, 
take a break, have someone else 
drive, but do not continue, the 
risk is far too great and we want 
everyone at the Christmas 
celebrations, so stay safe. 
 
As always, if you have 
information on crime or criminal 
activity, call us direct on 9041 
1322, or call 131444, or if you 
want to remain anonymous, call 
Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 
000. 
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Esther 
Robartson 

It’s getting closer and closer to 
Christmas.  I’m sure you have started 
buying or making presents and 
possibly thinking about how to 
decorate the house.  Remember to 
come into the Merredin Library to 
see what they have to offer. 

How about trying the Better Homes 
and gardens ‘best of Christmas 
ideas’.  Learn to make wreaths, 
garlands, ornaments, stockings, 
tabletops, food, décor and gifts.  
Amaze your family with Confetti 
Pasta with Shrimp, or Clementine 
filled cookies.  Stun visitors with 
your Apple Medallion Wreath.  All 
you need to make your Christmas 
memorable. 

Maybe you are more interested in 
crafts created from nature.  How 
about ‘Natural Christmas Crafts’ by 
Ilona Butler.  Create Christmas décor 
and gifts using pinecones, scrap 
wood, seeds, nuts, fabric, old jars 
and bottles and other easy-to-find 

Library Musings 

Since I am a woman, I am not 
entitled to attend the Men’s Shed and 
that does not bother me one bit, for I 
have enough other places to visit and 
to interact with people. However, I 
do hear of some of the activities 
which are carried out there, for some 
of the men from the Men’s Shed are 
well respected and welcome 
members of the Tales of the Past 
group. I thought that I would like to 
inform you (Dear Readers) of just 
one or two of the activities carried 
out by members who attend at the 
Shed. You may have known (I 
certainly did not) that the old Town 
Hall clock is the memorial to those 
who fought in World War 1. It has 
not worked for many years and then 
someone from the Shed decided to 
see if it could be resurrected. The 
result is history as you will see if you 
drive past and look up at the clock. 
At this stage it is manually kept 
working by one or two volunteers 
from the aforementioned group. 

On Armistice Day –or prior to 
November 11th- did you notice the 
crosses at the War Memorial?  They 
were made by folk from the Men’s 
Shed.  I have not checked the figures 
at the Visitor’s Centre – I can’t do all 

Letter to the Editor 

the work- but suspect that they also 
were from the same source. 

I know of one lady from Perth who 
was sorting out her blind brother’s 
belongings when he went into a 
nursing home. She was quite stressed 
because her husband is not well so 
contacted someone from the Men’s 
Shed and they were able to help her 
out. I am not saying that these folk 
are the“go to” whenever work is 
needed, but I would like to affirm the 
work –seen and unseen- by them.  

When you drive near the area please 
give a thought to the folk who 
worked so hard to get this facility up 
and running and if as a man you are 
inspired to visit the place I know that 
you will be made welcome. 

Well done gentleman. 

Armistice Day 
The Nukarni CWA would like to 
congratulate The Merredin Shire and 
The Collgar Wind Farm for 
Armistice Day celebrations which 
they held in Merredin. The 
presentation and the way it was run 
on the day were excellent. To the 
students of the Merredin College 
Choir and St Mary’s College along 
with Mr. Justin Friend your singing 
was enjoyed by all and it was great 
to have the public singing along with 

My Thoughts 

Men’s Shed doing more than 
people know 

By WENDY PORTER Merredin Librarian 

materials. 

‘Delicious Christmas’ is an ABC 
book that suggests it has every 
recipe you’ll ever need for the 
festive season.  The book contains 
checklists for planning, drinks, 
starters, multicultural menus, 
desserts, recipes for kids as well as 
what to do with leftovers.  Check 
out recipes for Lobster Thermidor, 
roasted spitchcocks with blood-plum 
sauce, baked gorgonzola figs, turkey 
with saffron butter and preserved 
lemon and olive stuffing all the way 
to a turkey and chickpea pilaf. 

Come in and ask staff what’s 
available.  Remember there are lots 
of books for the kids too.  Although 
the library will be closed over 
Christmas remember that eBooks 

and eAudiobooks are available all 
day every day for library members.  
You just need a library card and an 
internet connection.  Ask staff for 

you. Chloe Walsh we commend you 
on your poem Ode which you 
recited. To all the other guest 
speakers a big thank you for your 
speeches and memories. It was 
wonderful to see the general public 
support these celebrations along the 
with young and old marching 
together remembering those that 
fought for our country. Thank you to 
all those people involved on the day 
to help Merredin celebrate this day 
of Remembrance. 

Nukarni CWA 
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By KATHLEEN BROWN 

Local Member for Central 
Wheatbelt Hon Mia Davies MLA 
congratulated the Merredin Fine 
Arts Society (MFAS) on their 50th 
Anniversary and art exhibition 
“Golden Brush Strokes” held at the 
Cummins Theatre in Merredin over 
the weekend.  

“I congratulate all present and past 
members of the MFAS on their 
50th anniversary and fabulous 
exhibition showcasing yet again 
some magnificent pieces of art,” 
Ms Davies said.  

“This wonderful milestone is a 
testament to the group’s hard work 
and individual skills over the 
decades and has also allowed us 
into their world by the stories their 
art tells.”  

“We are lucky to experience events 
such as this that highlight and 
recognise the wonderful talent we 
have here in the Wheatbelt.”  

With more than 150 people in 
attendance the event was officially 
opened on Friday night by 
founding member Mrs Anne 

Davies congratulates Merredin Fine Arts Society on  
50th Anniversary  

Sutherland, $3,700 in prize money 
was offered on the night with just 
over 130 works of art showcased.  

The winners on the night included:  

 Overall Winner – Bush Colour 
by Anne Sutherland  

 2nd Place – A Country Girl by 
Rosemary Lambert  

 Merredin Shire Acquisition 
Award – Streets of your Town by 
Jess Spring  

 Past members Award – Secret 
Paths by Beryl Semple  

The People’s Choice Award voted 
on throughout the exhibition was 
won by Jo Millington for her 
paintings titled “Murders on the 
Rabbit Proof Fence” a series of 
seven paintings portraying the true 
story of the 1930’s Rabbit Proof 
Fence murders also known as the 
Murchison murders.  

President of the MFAS Margaret 
Teasdale said she was delighted by 
the local enthusiasm and support 
from the community over the 
exhibition, especially on opening 
night and was proud of the calibre 

of works presented.  

The exhibition included works 
from the Society’s present 
members as well as a number of 
past members. Some of the long 
term members exhibiting on the 
night included Nellie Crees, 
Rosemary Lambert, Val Curtis, Jo 
Millington and Robert McCaffrey, 
some of which have held 
individual exhibitions.  

Ms Davies said “The arts scene in 
the Central Wheatbelt is going 
from strength to strength, I look 
forward to receiving works from 
artists who reside in my electorate 
when I host the “Wheatbelt Art 
Prize” in 2019.”  

Hon Mia Davies, Rosemary Lambert and Hon 
Martin Aldridge 

Jo Millington Margaret Teasdale and Anne Sutherland 
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Adrian Decimus Burton 
6-11-1923 to 2-10-2018 

 

Adrian was born in 
Manjimup and lived on a 
dairy farm at Northcliffe 
with his family. 

Milking cows before 
walking to school.  At 
primary school Adrian won 
a scholarship to Bunbury 
High School, where he 
stayed for three years.  He 
then went back on the farm 
and also worked cutting 
timber. 

In 1948 he joined the police force in Perth, where he was in the mounted 
police before being transferred to Kalgoorlie in 1951 to 1954. 

Adrian was a Sargent in Kalgoorlie, he was then transferred to Coolgardie.  
Adrian enjoyed playing golf and taught himself the clarinet and saxophone, 
playing in dance bands at times. 

After getting his Broadcast Station Operators certificate, Adrian left the 
police force and came to Merredin in 1964 where he worked at 6MD Radio 
station just out of Merredin. 

After a few years he started up his own TV and Radio repair shop, also 
installing antennas and later satellite dishes and decoders. 

By FAY LINDLEY 
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The Merredin 
Military 
Museum 

Acknowledges 
Sponsors 

By TERRY PICK 

The Merredin Military Museum 
had a burglary to their premises 
last year which resulted in the theft 
of a valuable, restored and 
innocuous Vickers Machine gun.  
This was of World War 2 vintage 
and of considerable value to the 
person who actually restored the 
unit.  Since the burglary, the 
committee has been keen to 
upgrade the security of the 
Museum.   

We approached both Collgar Wind 
Farm and the Shire of Merredin for 
a grant to install a Security Camera 
system throughout the premises.  
Collgar Wind Farm and the Shire 
of Merredin have very generously 
and willingly supplied the finance 
required to set the camera system 
up.   

The system is now up and running 
and we feel that now the premises 
is safeguarded against future theft, 

as we now have video evidence of 
anyone who enters the Museum 
unlawfully. 

The Merredin Military Museum 
Committee would like to publicly 
thank both The Collgar Wind Farm 
and the Shir of Merredin for their 
full support in in this venture. 

Mick Allen and Terry Pick looking at 
the security system 

Mick Allen, Mike Ivey and Terry Pick 

Who would want to live without 
the shade and beauty of trees? In 
Merredin we don’t have to. The 
town is very well provided with 
street and park trees, thanks to the 
early settlers and more recent tree 
lovers.  

The trees favoured have changed 
over time. Early plantings included 
pepper trees (Schinus molle), date 
palms (Phoenix dactylifera), figs 
(Ficus species), cape lilacs (Melia 
azedarach), tamarisks and a 
limited selection of Australian 
native eucalypts, such as sugar 
gums (Eucalyptus cladocalyx) and 
river redgums (E. camaldulensis).  

Other eucalypts were planted later, 
some local and others from 
elsewhere in Australia. These 
included coral gum (E. torquata), 
lemon flowered gum (E. 
woodwardii), narrow leafed gimlet 
(E. spathulata), the merrits (E. 
urna, E. flocktoniae), caesia or 
gungurru (E. caesia) and some 
lemon scented gums (E. citriodora) 
and salmon gums (E. 
salmonophloia).  

Australian native trees, other than 
eucalypts, that you will find in 
Merredin include Callistemon 
(bottle brush) species, Queensland 
box (Lophostemon confertus), 
casuarina species, native 

Trees, Glorious Trees 
By ROY BUTLER frangipani (Hymenosporum flavum), 

WA weeping peppermint (Agonis 
flexuosa) and kurrajong 
(Brachychiton populneus).   

The common boobialla (Myoporum 
insulare) is native to WA and eastern 
states. It doesn’t seem to be popular 
in Merredin although they were 
widely planted in rural Victoria and 
elsewhere in the east. Have you seen 
any boobiallas locally?   

Non-native trees, possibly later 
plantings, include jacarandas 
(Jacaranda mimosifolia), olives, 
almonds and a couple of oaks (near 
the Cenotaph, Barrack Street). The 
tall dark columns of Italian or 
Mediterranean cypresses (Cupressus 
sempervirens) are prominent, though 
most are growing in private gardens, 
rather than in the street.  

Most of our street trees are 
evergreen. However there are some 
deciduous trees, including claret ash 
trees (a South Australian variant of a 
northern hemisphere native) in the 
centres of Barrack and Bates streets, 
and golden shower trees (Cassia 
fistula) lining the entry to the 
Recreation Centre. 

When you admire our street and park 
trees, be grateful to those who 
planted them. These trees deserve 
our continuing appreciation and care, 

so that future generations will also 
enjoy their beauty and shade.   
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Celebrating twenty years, Artlands 
is the biennial event that shines a 
national spotlight on Australia's 
regional arts. It invites regional 
artists, arts workers, local govern-
ment authorities, speakers, and 
researchers, to come together to 
learn from one another and build a 
stronger regional arts network. 

Part of the program for 2018 was 
an exploration of the place of re-
gional arts venues as both cultural 
leaders and facilitators, and taking 
on the exploration of this subject 
was a panel of highly regarded arts 
practitioners from across Australia 
including Susie Lyons, Kirsty Orr, 
Kate Hood, Jude Anderson, and 
Merredin's former theatre manag-
er, Emma Davis. 

"The aim of this discussion was to 
look at the way regional arts ven-
ues are building and developing 
their communities, explore places 
for improvement, and offer ideas 
that are simple but offer long last-
ing change." said panel facilitator 
Susie Lyons. 

Davis drew on examples of her 
time spent as the theatre manager 
of the Cummins Theatre in Merre-
din, paying particular focus on the 
role of art centres to provide re-
gional communities with more 
than just a place to experience art. 

"The arts can help our community 
members feel connected, to devel-
op friendships, to make our towns 
safer, and create places where peo-
ple want to live, work, and visit. It 
is our responsibility therefore to 
understand our communities in 
order to offer the very best service 
for their  

The importance of speaking direct-
ly to community members and 
developing programs alongside 
their wants while also serving their 
needs was highlighted by all the 
speakers, but Davis went one step 
further and developed an easy step 
by step approach to engaging with 
communities. 

Regional Centres Showcase 
Excellence 

By SUSIE LYONS "If you haven't read your local 
council Strategic Plan, census data 
for your region, and actually spent 
time actively loitering in your com-
munity, then you need to go and do 
that before you program anything. 
Those three things will help form 
the building blocks for every deci-
sion you make about programming 
in your venue." offered Davis. 

"Too often we assume we know 
what people want or conversely we 
give them only what we think they 
need. Both are a disservice. Art is a 
conversation and when it goes both 
ways magic can happen." said Orr. 

Davis spoke of recent success at the 
venue including community pro-
grams such as Songfest and the 
Small Voices Project, in house pro-
grams such as the Theatre Educa-
tion Program, and workshops such 
as the Dark Arts technical training 
program. 

"Seeing the arts thrive in a small 
town is incredibly rewarding and 
for me it will always be incredible 
to see the impact the arts can have 
on individuals and communities." 

Davis attended Artlands 2018 
through the Regional Arts Fund, an 
Australian Government initiative 
delivered in partnership with Coun-
try Arts WA, in recognition of her 
excellence in community arts de-
velopment. 

 
31 Days to 
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Year Two Visit Military 
Museum 

This term, the Year Two students have been investigating how special 
places in Merredin can provide us with information about the past. Our 
class was fortunate to visit the Military Museum last Wednesday, where 
Mick showed us the special vehicles and equipment that has been restored 
from the two World Wars. We loved the experience and we wished we 
could have spent longer learning and exploring the great site. 

Assembly 
The Year One students did a 
fabulous job of hosting the Week 
Five assembly. They shared their 
interpretation of the story of 
Zacchaeus with the very important 
message of forgiveness. The 
students then visited the residents at 
the Merredin nursing home to 
perform their item and share 
afternoon tea with them. 

Remembrance 
Day 

St Mary’s held their Remembrance 
Day Service on Monday 12 
November. The Special Events 
Ministry and Year Six students 
reverently delivered a service that 
gave the students time to reflect on 
what Remembrance Day means and 
its importance. 

Seniors 
Luncheon 

The Year Five and Six students 
were invited to performed at the 
Seniors Luncheon at Cummins 
Theatre. The theme for this year’s 
luncheon was ‘Dancing Through 
the Ages’ and the students 
performed two dances, the 
‘Chicken Dance’ and the 

When I moved to Merredin in 
August to take over as the Theatre 
Manager my colleagues in Perth 
said to me ‘well…you’re going to 
have a slower pace of life having 
run the Quarry Amphitheatre in 
Perth’.  I had thought that would 
be the case but it certainly hasn’t 
been lately.  Last week was an 
exciting week for the theatre and 
certainly a busy time for us all 
here. 

Tuesday 13th we had the CRC 
Seniors Luncheon, Wednesday 14th 
saw us host the amazing Celtic 
Illusion to a near capacity 
audience, Friday 16th was the CRC 
Christmas Bazaar and then on 
Saturday 17th was the Perth Pro 
Wrestling event.  It was fantastic to 
see nearly 800 people come 
through the doors for the different 
events over the week.  As the 
Manager there is no better feeling 
than to see your venue alive and 
being enjoyed by so many people. 

On Wednesday night after the 
Celtic Illusion performance I was 
asked by a patron ‘why did we have 

A busy time at the Cummins 
By JUSTIN FRIEND    
Theatre Manager 

 

to wait until you opened the doors 
to be able to go into the 
auditorium’?   So I thought this 
would be a good time to explain 
some “theatre rules” that will 
always be in place now. 
All major productions or shows 
have a stage manager (SM) that 
takes control of the show.  A Front 
of House manager (FOM), which 
was me at Celtic Illusion, will 
liaise with the SM and can only let 
the audience into the auditorium 
when I have been given ‘clearance’ 
from the SM.   This is done so that 
everything is completely ready 
before an audience comes into the 
auditorium.  Once clearance is 
given to let the audience in the cast 
and crew will be told that the 
‘house is live’. 

So in a nut shell, that’s why you 
had to wait to get into the 
auditorium.  

The next event for the CT is the 
end of year production for the 
Merredin Repertory Club ‘Harem 
Scarem’ which opens on Friday 
night.  Make sure you get on line 
and book your tickets for one of 
the performances.  Come along 
and support the Rep Club and the 
members working hard on and off 
stage.  
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On the 21st of October, a new bell 
commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of the end of WWI 
was unveiled in Perth by the 
Premier Mr Mark McGowan. The 
bell was then placed at the top of 
the Bell tower at Elizabeth Quay 
and will be rung for the first time 
this Sunday at 11am, 
Remembrance Day  

The bell weighs 6.5 tonnes and is 
the largest bell cast in the 
Southern Hemisphere. It was 
designed at the Whitechapel 

Foundry in England who made the 
Big Ben bell and manufactured in 
Perth by Veem Engineering, who 
had never done a casting like this 
before. Mr Nigel Taylor of 
Whitechapel worked with Veem 
on making the mould and Willis 
Engineering who lathed the bell to 
tune it. The Frieze around the top 
which shows soldiers and nurses 
looking towards the setting sun, 
was organised by Juice Creative 
who employed free-lance Graphic 
Artist Mark Wahlsten to design it.  

Mark grew up in Merredin and his 
father Ross was a founding 
member of the Merredin Military 
Museum and was also the 
Commanding Officer of the Cadet 
unit until his tragic accident in 
2009. 

The Bell is expected to last for 
500 years, not only a wonderful 

legacy to remember the end of the 
Great War but a very proud 
moment for Mark and his family. 

Merredin connection to 

ANZAC bell 

By ROB ENDERSBEE 
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SECONDARY AWARD 
WINNERS 
Year 7 
DANCE - J  Carnduff;  DIGITAL 
TECHNOLOGY - P 
Slater; DRAMA - J  Truglio; 
ENGLISH - N Hayes-Thompson, 
C Mndebele; HUMANITIES & 
SOCIAL SCIENCES - 
J Carnduff, J 
Bluck; MATHEMATICS - H 
Blackshaw, H Farson, T Carnduff, 
A Townrow; PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION - H Anderson, K 
Sandercock; SCIENCE - H 
Blackshaw, Z Dancey, M 
Tompkin; VISUAL ARTS - C 
Bubb; DIGITAL 
TECHNOLORAMA - K 
Spencer; VISUAL ARTS - C 
Lane. 
Year 8 
DANCE - E 
Lawrence; DIGITAL 
TECHNOLOGY - X 
Rajagopalan; DRAMA - C 
Penny; ENGLISH - R Gillett, E 
Lane; HUMANITIES & 
SOCIAL SCIENCES - Z 
Boulton, J 
Grant; MATHEMATICS - J 
Roberts, J Pitts; PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION - J  
Carlson; SCIENCE - E Leahy, L 
Richards, X 
Rajagopalan; VISUAL ARTS - K 
Kearing. 
Year 9 
DANCE - G Squire; DESIGN & 
TECHNOLOGY (WOOD) - K 
Antazo; DRAMA - D Wells; 
ENGLISH - C Creek, R Dixon; 
HEALTH - J 
Griffiths; HUMANITIES & 

SOCIAL SCIENCES - A Coelho; 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY - K 
Antazo; MATHEMATICS - J 
Hayden; PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION - D 
Carroll; SCIENCE - S Clarke-
Watts, K Jaxon; VISUAL ARTS - J 
Smith. 
Year 10 
DANCE - K Flanagan; DESIGN 
& TECHNOLOGY (WOOD) - B 
Dixon; DRAMA - R Buder ; 
ENGLISH - A Corlett, K 
McDonnell; HEALTH - B 
Dixon; HUMANITIES & SOCIAL 
SCIENCES - T Farson, L Hubeck, 
S Watson; INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY - L 
White; MATHEMATICS - C 
Partington, L White; PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION - S 
Watson; SCIENCE - T Aiafi, C 
Brooker. 
2018 Mathematics Competition 
Distinction - Jack Truglio 
Credits - C Gardiner, X 
Rajagopalan, S Shelton, Jordi Smith, 
Georgina Squires, Lizzie Townrow 
2018 English Competition 
Merits – A Watkins, O 
Downsborough, J Smith, J Willis, B 
Dixon, L White, C Coomber, R 
Jaxon, J Richards, C Scaddan, R 
White 
Credits -  J  Jaxon, M Tompkin, M 
Hardy, C Penny, H Douglas, S 
Doncon  
Suzanne Doncon also received the 
Principal’s Award as being 
deserving of special recognition 
for her efforts in the 2018 ICAS 
 
PRIMARY AWARD WINNERS 
Kindy/Pre-primary — A Ratima & 
I Postans  
Pre-primary — A Sandercock & S 
Pitts 
Year 1—M Palmer & E Carnduff 
Year 2.1—R Davies & N Hughes 
Year 2.2—N Hughes & T Pearce 
Year 3—J McKane & J Cohelho 
Year 3/4—S Wilcox & N Barnes 
Year 4/5—W McKinley & C 
Wahlsten 
Year 5/6—H Antazo 
Year 6—T Conduit & N Kittyea 
Junior Primary Music—C Kett 
Upper Primary Music—M Doncon 
& F Ishraq 
DancE— Wahlsten 
Junior Primary Art—C Major 
Upper Primary Art—T Kearing 
Noongar—J McKane 
Junior Primary Design & 
Technology—N Ghirardi 
Upper Primary Design & 
Technology—J Major 
Upper Primary Sport—B Carling 
Junior Primary Sport—C Hardy 

Assemblies  
Term 4,  
Week 4 
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Send your ‘Wheatbelt in 
a Snap’ photo and 

caption to  
administration 

@merredincrc.com 

Seniors Luncheon Enjoyed 
Around 130 seniors attended the 2018 Seniors Week Luncheon at 
Cummins Theatre on Tuesday 13 November. 

The event was hosted by the Merredin CRC with funding from Collgar 
Windfarm, Shire of Merredin, Department of Communties (COTA and 
Lotterywest) and donations from IGA. 

Following the official welcome the Merredin College Choir performed 
two songs “When we Sing” and “This is Me” which the seniors enjoyed. 

Following on from last year’s Fashion through Ages, the theme for this 
year’s luncheon was Dancing through the Decades which included 
Sophie Saunders performing a contemporary style of dance, followed by 
Merredin Bootscooters “Hillbilly Rock Hillbilly Roll”, St Mary’s School 
performing the “Chicken Dance” and “Macarena”, with the final dance 
by the Junk Room Gypsies performing a Spanish style “Quadukka L 
Mayyas”. 

Merredin College students assisted in the kitchen and serving the meals 
and were extremely professional and were well received by the seniors. 

Overall it was a great day which ran very smoothly, which would not 
have done so without the wonderful help from many volunteers who 

assisted on Monday with food preparation, helped set up on Tuesday, 
helped in the kitchen and with cleaning up.  The CRC is extremely 

grateful to everyone who assisted and to the seniors for coming along to 

the luncheon.                            

Merredin Community News 

Volunteers helping with the food 
preparation —Sue Olcorn, Cathy 

Jolly, Glena Starcevich, Audene 
McCrae and Jan Whisson (Absent 

Emma Growden) 

Merredin College Choir ready to 
perform 

Junk Room Gypsies dancing 

Thank you to the following sponsors 

A wide range of stalls set up in 
the Cummins Theatre 
Auditorium on Friday 16 
November ranging from 
Thermomix, Tupperware, Jams 
and Chutneys to Craft, 
Jewellery, Baby accessories, 
Candles and much more. 

Around 100 people took the 
opportunity to browse the stalls 
in search of some early bargains 
for Christmas.  Some free 
refreshments were offered to the 
stallholders and shoppers, which 
were enjoyed. 

Christmas Bazaar gives 
everyone a chance to shop for 

Christmas 

This is the third year the CRC has 

hosted the Christmas Bazaar and 
from all accounts it seems to be a 

popular event.  Feedback from the 
stallholders indicated they were 

happy with the event. 
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Travelling Phoenix 

The Phoenix made it to Derby Day at Ascot Races on 3 November 2018 for 
Sharlene Morris’ Hen’s Day with a group of Merredin and ex Merredin ladies. 
Holly Carlson, Jess Nelson, Sharlene Morris, Kristi Medlen, Erin Tiller, Janelle 
Ashmore, Nicole Irving, Debbie Morris and Drika McGill. 
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You are par t of our community.  We  
want to hear YOUR story.   

Email it to  
administration@merredincrc.com 

Member for Central Wheatbelt Mia 
Davies MLA has welcomed the 
official opening of the new $9.2 
million Pingelly Health Centre, and 
upgrades to the Quairading and 
Beverley Hospitals. 
 
The new and improved health 
facilities are part of a $600 million 
injection into Wheatbelt health 
under the Royalties for Regions 
funded Southern Inland Health 
Initiative.  
 
“I am exceptionally proud to have 
been part of the team that 
committed funding for the State’s 
single biggest investment in 

Davies welcomes Quairading, 
Beverley and Pingelly health 

upgrades  

Hon Martin Aldridge MLC, Hon Mia 
Davies MLA and Mr Terry Waldron 

Chair RDA Wheatbelt at the Pingelly 
Health Centre official opening  

regional health care in WA 
history,” Ms Davies said.  
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PISCES—February 19 to March 20 
Trust your own judgement. Tread carefully, as not 
everyone is going to try steer you in the right 

direction. Remember to keep your dreams realistic. 

ARIES—March 21 to April 19 
Your inner life is more important at this time, 

rather than what is going on around you. Now is 
the time to think and process, preparing yourself 

for the New Year. 

TAURUS—April 20 to May 20 
Feeling like you are in your element at work after 

wrapping up loose ends. Change in everyday life 
with have you in transition once again. Important 

developments in relationships, where finances are 

concerned could be beneficial, this week. 

GEMINI—May 21 to June 20 
Feeling like you are in your element at work after 

wrapping up loose ends. Change in everyday life 
with have you in transition once again. Important 

developments in relationships, where finances are 

concerned could be beneficial, this week. 

CANCER—June 21 to July 22 
Take it slow and listen to the advice of others, to 
avoid getting burnt. Professionally, trust your gut 
instincts and watch for those trying to give you the 
wrong information.  

LEO—July 23 to August 22 
A truth that has been hidden by someone close 

will be revealed. Keep your moral compass 
pointing north, while expressing yourself. This 

week will be mentally intense, so try to keep your 

focus. 

VIRGO—August 23 to September 22 
Sharing what knowledge you know, may help clear 
up a misunderstanding. Search for your inner 
strength, so you are better able to deal with 
challenging people. Avoid conflicts, if you can let 
others deal with them. 

 

LIBRA—September 23rd October 22 
It will be a difficult time regarding issues related to 

your personal worth and financial security. Now 
would be a good time to broaden your horizons 

with studies or travel. Chaos may arise at work, 

due to lies or gossip. 

SCORPIO—October 23 to November 21 
Be realistic with your hopes and dreams, when a 

solution to a problem is offered, that may not be 
what you wanted to hear. Try not to get into petty 

arguments this week. Discuss your financials with 

an adviser, to clear up misunderstandings. 

SAGITARIUS—November 22 to December 21 
Discussion about your personal and professional 

life may clear up misunderstanding. Remember you 

are the boss, and need to guide others carefully.  

CAPRICORN—December 22 to January 19 
Show empathy and understanding with loved one, 
as they can be vulnerable and sensitive. Ignore 
rumours and gossip, while listening to the words 
with value. With work on your mind, don’t be 
afraid to put in the hard yards.  

AQUARIUS—January 20 to February 18 
Friendships and at home and abroad are very 
special at this time. You are more open to dealing 
with disruption and a return of circumstances that 
were not ideal. Exciting time ahead, if your will to 
open your mind to different ideology and 
destinations. 

For Rent 

CLASSIFIEDS 
For Sale 

BORDER LEICESTER RAMS 2017 Drop registered 
stud, Lambplan ASBV performance figures on all rams. 
Brucellosis accredited.  Good selection available, free 
delivery for quantity orders.  Eastern States Super 
Border genetics.  Ideal for breeding Border Leicester/
Merino first cross ewes for your prime lamb production 
or on selling, as there is good demand here and in the 
Eastern States for BL/MO first cross breeding ewes.  
Contact - Moss Hill Farm Ph 97641140 or 0458544273 
or mosshillfarm@westnet.com.au 

Positions Vacant 

Employment Co-ordinator  

Essential Personnel is a Disability Employment 
Service dedicated to securing and maintaining 
quality employment for people with a disability and 
assisting employers who want to benefit from an 
inclusive and diverse workforce. 

Essential Personnel has a dedicated and professional 
team that is highly passionate about making a real 
difference to individuals with a disability. 

Our Merredin office are seeking a positive, 
committed individual who will work collaboratively 
as part of the employment team at Essential 
Personnel. 

If you have the challenge and drive to commit 
yourself to this challenging yet rewarding role, we 
invite you to submit your CV and letter of 
application 

Essential Personnel is an equal opportunity 
employer. We encourage applications from 
candidates with diverse backgrounds.  

Drivers licence Essential. 

Apply by emailing your resume to: 
wendy@essentialpersonnel.org.au. 

AIR-CONDITIONED HOUSE Three bedrooms, 
enclosed yard, quiet area of Merredin, ring 0428 411 
516. 

mailto:mosshillfarm@westnet.com.au
mailto:wendy@essentialpersonnel.org.au
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By JOHN TUPPEN 
Merredin’s Men’s Shed 
 
Many older folks will recall when 
Merredin Roads Board (later Merre-
din Shire) generated all the electric 
power needed in the town and sur-
rounds, via the Power House, which 
was situated across the road from the 
Roads Boars at the Town Hall in 
Mitchell Street. 
 
The constant thrumming of the en-
gines and generators was a part of the 
town’s character, and continued day 
and night, providing power and light-
ing reliably and continuously. 
As time went by, the Shire extended 
the lines out to places like Nang-
eenan and Hines Hill, eventually 
providing power to Nungarin as well. 
 
The Engineer in charge of the enter-
prise was a well know identity- Tre-
vor Coombes. 
Eventually, in the early 1960’s, the 
State Energy Commission arrived 
with their power grid, and the Merre-
din power system was taken over by 
them. 
 
Surprisingly, one of the Merredin 
power generators remains here in 
Merredin. A five cylinder McLaren-
Ricardo diesel engine driving a Bush 
Alternator, it is still in operating con-
dition, and is located at the Western 

Merredin’s Electric History 

Power yard at the rear of the old No. 
4 Pumping Station. 
 
It’s been retained as a stand-by gen-
erator for quite some years, but time 
has caught up with it, and it’s been 
offered to the Merredin Men’s Shed 
if they can find a location for it, and 
set it up securely for the admiration 
of the future generations. 
 
The Shed now faces the prospect of 
finding somewhere to house it- it is 
quite large, weighs perhaps 9 tonnes, 
and would need to be placed in 
weather- proof and vandal-proof 
surroundings. 
 
Due to the massive size of the unit, 
and the cost of both moving and 
housing it, Merredin Men’s Shed 
feels it a bit beyond their resources. 
 

What does the community think? Do 
they see a need to preserve this inter-
esting piece of Merredin’s history? 
 

And if so, where might it be placed, 
where it will be safe, and preserved? 
 

Whilst the machine itself is to be 
gifted to the Shed, the cost of mov-
ing and housing it is more than the 
Shed cares to fund. 
 
Pray tell, what does the Merredin 
community think? 

Don’t miss your chance to 
have your say on the future of 
WA’s country ambulance ser-

vices 
 

The draft WA Country Ambulance Strategy is open for public comment 
and feedback until Monday 10 December 2018 – under a month away.  
 
If you haven’t yet had your say, I encourage you to take a look. You can 
access the strategy and the survey here via your phone, desktop or laptop. 
The survey will take less than 10 minutes to complete. 
 
The draft strategy has been developed in consultation with local communi-
ties, service providers and health professionals to ensure the country ambu-
lance service meets the needs of our communities into the future.  
 
This is a rare chance for people to have input into an essential service that 
will serve the needs of the next generation of country residents and visi-
tors.  I urge you to take part, and share the link with your networks.  
 
I have attached a poster and would very much appreciate you displaying a 
copy to encourage the local community to have their say on this essential 
service. 
 
Thank you for your time and input, it is very much appreciated. 
 
Country Ambulance Strategy Project 

WA Country Health Service  

Level 6, Royal Perth Hospital 

Wellington Street, PERTH WA 6000 

 

E: CountryAmbulanceStrategy@health.wa.gov.au |  

https://wacountryambulance.com.au
https://wacountryambulance.com.au
mailto:CountryAmbulanceStrategy@health.wa.gov.au
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BEAUTICIAN 

ROOF MAINTENANCE 

COMPUTER TECH SUPPORT CARPENTER 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 

PEST CONTROL 

PHOTOCOPIERS COMMERCIAL 

EARTH MOVING GLASS SERVICES FLORIST 

 

SARAH SOMERS               

LAWYER                                    

 

 

Family Law – Divorce – Separation -  Property 

Settlement – Defacto Relationships 

Children’s Issues – Contact/Residence 

Competitive hourly rates – Reduced fee for 

Initial Consultation 
 

Serving the Wheatbelt Community 
 

85 Fitzgerald St, Northam  

9622 9687 / 0427725501  

sarahsomers@iinet.net.au 

LAWYER LAWYER 
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PLUMBER 

YOUR TRADE 

By LINDSAY MCNEILL 
 

The diverse range of practical learning 
experiences provided by the degree were 
highlighted at the valedictory dinner for the third 
group to complete the Bachelor of Agricultural 
Business Management at Muresk. 
 
The dinner at Jennacubbine Tavern on October 
18 was for those who are about to complete the 
three-year degree offered in a partnership 
between Central Regional TAFE and Charles 
Sturt University.  
 
Thirty-five students and staff combined for an 
evening of reminiscence, fun and a farewell 
speech from Head of the School of Agribusiness 
at Muresk, Professor Christine Storer. 
 
Dr Storer focused on the strengths of the degree: 
Small groups where everyone got to know each 
other, the practical, hands on nature of the 
learning program and its combining of business 
management and science relevant to agriculture 
as well as the opportunity to network with 
industry.  
 
“You took part in many study trips to exemplary 
farms and agriculture related businesses 
involved in handling, transport, processing, 
manufacturing and retailing. “Then there were a 
number of field days and the southwest tour," 
she said.  
 
“The program enabled you to take part in 
numerous practical classes including crop 
monitoring, ram selection, soil sampling and 
testing, the anatomy and physiology of ruminant 
digestion… the list goes on,” Dr Storer said. 
 
"You have developed self confidence and a 

Strengthens of Degree Highlighted  
at Dinner 

The graduating class of 2018 present at the dinner (L-R): 
Jessica Whyte, Kevin Binning, Jack Sawyer, George 

Walton-Hassell, Jeremy Bryan, Laine Williamson, 

range of valuable skills to take with you into the 
workplace including effective communication, 
assertiveness, teamwork, leadership and the 
ability to negotiate. Some of you were involved 
in the organization and staging of the Muresk 
Lecture attended by about 80 people including 
industry supporters and members of the public," 
she said. 
 
Students completing their degree have jobs 
opportunities in areas like agronomy, rural 
banking, merchandising and field research. 
Those graduating included Kevin Binning 
(York), Jeremy Bryan (Bindi Bindi), Matthew 
Flint (Northam) Angela Ryan (Doodlakine), 
Jack Sawyer (Xantippe), David Storer 
(Meckering), George Walton-Hassell (Pingelly), 
Jessica Whyte (Quairading), Laine Williamson 
(Australind) and Rachael Perkins (Kojonup). 
Most already have jobs.  
 
Dr Storer paid tribute to the staff involved in the 
administration and delivery of the course since it 
started in February 2014 and those remaining 
during the wind down to its closure in mid-2020. 
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220 fans of all ages packed the 
theatre with everyone waiting for 
their first sighting of local hero 
TJ Maxx! 
 

For those whom had never seen 
wrestling they got a taste of what 
was to come when the night got 
underway with Creek Murdoch 
defeating Rory Holmes.  Next 
up, London Hargrove defeated 
Heritor. This match had more 
laughs than falls but no less 
entertaining. After the win 
London spent a heap of time with 
the locals signing autographs and 
joining in pictures. The next 
match was a qualifier for the 
later triple threat match. With 
King Shahil being the victor over 
Kodi York.  Next up was Kenicki 
Wheeler vs Matthew Pace. 
 

The scene was set, the crowd was 
pumped and the chanting was 
starting for TJ!  The moment 
everyone had been waiting for 
had arrived. After a week of 
taunts from Lazar Armani, who 
paired up with Salem Sixx for 
the tag team event, our local hero 
entered to the most thunderous 
chant the theatre has heard since 
the AC/DC concert decades 

New Horizon Pro Wrestling at Cummins Theatre 
earlier. TJ Maxx had arrived, but 
where was his partner Cannon 
Connors? Cannon had been in a 
car accident on Wednesday and 
was unable to be there much to the 
pleasure of Lazar and Salem. So in 
gutsy Merredin fashion TJ said the 
words, “well if you’re going to go 
down you may as well go down 
swinging” It was on, TJ taking on 
two opponents solo! TJ took 
control but was then overwhelmed 
by the onslaught from the other 
two. Luckily for TJ, Rory Holmes 
came from the locker to pair up 
with TJ even the score, now a 
proper tag match could begin.  
 

There was double teaming, blows 
left and right and after throwing 
Salem out of the ring TJ  had 
Lazar where he wanted him, dazed 
and confused in the centre of the 
ring. With that TJ climbed to the 
top rope and let fly at Lazar 
collecting him and bringing him 
crashing to the ground. This didn’t 
secure a three count but soon after 
a dazzling display of athletic 
prowess TJ got the One! Two! 
Three! and the crowd went wild. 
Cummins Theatre has never 
experienced a roar quite like the 
one the local crowd gave TJ!  
 

How do you follow that? With a 
triple threat match for a 

championship! Once again King 
Shahil made an appearance against 
Vincent Stirling, but Stirling gave a 
powerful display and was 
victorious.  
 

Then, it was time for the main 
event. Saraya Knight had flown 
especially from London to be here, 
in a test match the week previous 
she faced off against NHPW 
superstar Lena Cross. It ended 
badly for Lena receiving a broken 
collarbone. So, after putting one 
opponent in hospital  Saraya 
offered up a match challenge with 
a colourful verbal English spray to 
any one who would accept! Man or 
Woman. Jebediah and Rogan 
Kargius took the challenge. To 
even up the score Saraya grabbed 
ring towel boy Eeyore into the ring 
and said you’re my partner! This 
was Eeyore’s first ever time in the 
ring for a match (it really was) he 
had no idea what was going to 
unfold. To his credit he took it in 
his stride and took on everything 
that came his way.  
 

This match spilled into the crowd 
and out the escape door. Finally, 
Saraya returned to the ring to 
deliver a low blow to her 
opponents and Eeyore made his 
first ever pin fall. That was it, a 
thrilling main event that even left 

By MERREDIN MAYHEM seasoned wrestling fans in awe of 
what they had witnessed. Saraya 
took to the microphone to thank 
the crowd and express the feelings 
of her fellow competitors on how 
much the night meant to them.  
 

It was fantastic to bring the 
wresting to Merredin.  
 

Thank you to the sponsors - MDN 
Electrical, Merredin Olympic 
Motel and Merredin French Hot 
Bread. 
A big thank you to Repertory Club 
members Greg Shea for setting up 
the lighting for the evening and 
Mal Harper for doing anything 
needed. Thankyou to Hayley 
Billing and her team from 
Merredin College for catering and 
finally to everyone who came out 
to support. 
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Tennis 

The Merredin District Lawn 
Tennis Club's junior tennis 
tournament is celebrating 50 
years this year.  The tournament 
began in 1968 and has always 
been held on the first Saturday in 
December.  Two Dogs Merredin 
have been generous sponsors of 
the tournament for over 15 years 
and up and coming tennis players 
from the wider Central District 
zone continue to support the day 
which this year falls on 1st 
December. 

With so many younger children 
participating in local tennis 
coaching in recent years, the club 

has decided to offer a 9yrs & 
under doubles category for the first 
time.  No partner is required for 
this age group as players 
participate in a partner swapping 
round robin style event.  For 
many, it will be their first taste of 
competitive tennis.   

The 12yrs & under category 
continues to be the most popular 
category while the club is trialling 
a different format for the 
15yrs&under.   

Further information and entry 
forms can be sourced from 
mdltc@hotmail.com.au or through 

By MEG GETHIN 

Tournament is celebrating 50 
years  

Raffles will be drawn Gala Night 13 December 

mailto:mdltc@hotmail.com.au
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Bowls 

Winners of the Championship Mixed 
Pairs—Bill Richardson and Debbie 

Heinrich with Runners Up—Wendy 
and Darren Postans. 

Men’s Pennants 

On Saturday the 10th of November 
both Men’s teams travelled to Bruce 
Rock for round five of the pennant 
competition.  Scores being Civic 
Blue defeated Bruce Rock Purple 7 
½ - ½ and Civic Gold defeated Bruce 
Rock Gold 6 - 2 

On Sunday the 11th of November the 
Mixed Championship Pairs were 
held.  Congratulations to the winners 
Bill Richardson and Debbie 
Heinrich, and to the runners-up, 
mother and son team of Darren and 
Wendy Postans. 

On Saturday the 17th of November 
Merredin Civic hosted Narembeen. 
Civic Blue defeated Narembeen 
Gold 8 – 0 and Civic Gold lost to 
Narembeen Maroon 8 - 0  

Ladies Pennants: 

On the 7th of November Civic Blue 
travelled to Tammin for round six 
and were defeated 8 – 0   Civic Gold 
ladies defeated Bruce Rock 8 – 0 at 
Bruce Rock. 

On Wednesday the 14th of November 

Civic ladies were at home to 

Pennants in November 

Tammin and Westonia. Scores being 

Civic Gold 3 points and Tammin 1 

point. Civic Blue defeated Westonia 

3 - 1           

By BETH GEARING 

Summer Sports 

Don’t forget to 
send in your 

results, articles 
and photos 


