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Merredin SongFest shows the Joy of Singing 
By MELODY CHANTEUSE  

A Choired Taste celebrated their 10 
Anniversary in style last weekend, 
with eleven choirs from around the 
State coming to Merredin’s SongFest. 

Attendees arrived by car and five 
trains on Friday, yes five trains, the 
two Prospectors in the morning, the 
Merredin Link at midday and the two 
Prospectors in the evening.  Thank 
you to Hon Rita Saffioti MLA 
Minister for Transport; Planning; 
Lands for ensuring there were enough 
carriages and seats to accommodate 
everyone. 

In total 130 people came to Merredin 
from Kalgoorlie, Cuballing, 
Katanning, Williams, Beverley, York, 
Beaconsfield, Fremantle, Perth, East 
Fremantle, Ellenbrook, Midland, just 
to name a few places.  Cr Julie 
Flockart coordinated members of “A 

Choired Taste” to meet the guests, 
who along with Martin Morris from 
Discover the Wheatbelt, transported 
them to their various accommodation. 

Having all the visitors walking around 
the town centre was 
absolutely fantastic for Merredin, with 
some businesses extending thanks for 
hosting the event.  The visitors 
appreciated the Visitor Centre being 
open and the library was abuzz with 
50 – 70 people both in the morning 
and afternoon.  

Friday evening commenced with two 
shows happening at the same time at 
the Cummins Theatre, the simulcast 
from Black Swan Theatre Company 
presenting “Summer of the 
Seventeenth Doll” and the Welcome 
and Opening of the Merredin 
SongFest with nine choirs present to 
help celebrate “A Choired Taste’s” 
10th Birthday, complete with an 
amazing cake.  It was a night of 
celebration and one that Alice 
Cummins would be happy being held 
at the Theatre, showing it is still the 
hub of entertainment for the 
performing arts in the Wheatbelt here 
in its 90th year.  

Saturday saw “Beverley Station 
Singers” belting out some toe tapping 
numbers at the Military Museum 
whilst “Voicemale” and “One 
Achord” sang at the Visitor Centre 
and “Two Up Two Down” and 
“Perfect Gentleman” were among 
others that sang at the Railway 
Museum. 

Over 300 people packed in to the 
Cummins Theatre Saturday night for 
the main event.  Opening the evening 
was Mick Hayden and Mick Hayden 
Jnr with the Njaki Njaki people of the 
Noongar Nation “Welcome to 
Country”. Mick Jnr’s playing of the 

didgeridoo was mesmerizing, the best 
I have ever heard and ensued a 
culmination of the cultural arts where 
the music of both cultures came 
together.   

The songs presented throughout the 
evening were full of lush harmonies 
and poignant lyrics coupled with 
great humour resulting in standing 
ovations.  

Mr Tom James, creative art and 
drama teacher at the Merredin 
College, was an amazing compere 
and had the audience entertained with 
lots of clever wit and laughter as he 
introduced the acts.   

Thank you to Greg Shea and his 
Repertory Club members who 
volunteered to serve the meals and 
man the bar, along with two beautiful 
young women Pauline Bennett and 
Meg Gethin from the Repertory Club 
dressing as 1930’s ‘flappers’ added 
artistic ambience when they were 

greeting the guests, selling tickets and 
programs. 

Sunday morning saw every seat filled 
in the Cummins with 400 people for 
the Church Service, which was led by 
Uniting Church Minister Reverend 
John McKane.  

Then Voicemale, Glyde-In Songsters, 
Ballpoint Penguins and  Two up Two 
Down entertained the shoppers and 
browsers at the Merredin Markets 
Sunday morning, which were one of 
the biggest markets ever with almost 
all spaces sold out.   

The Recreation Centre was another 
venue that was full throughout 
Sunday.  

“It was unfortunate that we had to 
knock back some choirs as they were 
too big and we just couldn’t 
accommodate the numbers in the 

Voicemale perform at Cummins Theatre. Image courtesy of Grant Stainer 

Image courtesy of Grant Stainer cont. page 3 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Every Saturday & Sunday 

Tammin Markets—Puma Roadhouse, Tammin, 
9am—1pm—Call Glenice on 0428 371 221. 

Thursday 31st May 

Merredin Tales, Tables & Tucker—Cummins 
Theatre, Merredin, 11am.  Free event, lunch 
included but registration is required.  Book 
your ticket at www.cumminstheatre.com.au or 
at Merredin Visitor Centre. 

Sunday 3rd June 

Nungarin Wheatbelt Markets—9am—1pm 

Wednesday 6th June 

Merredin Show AGM—get onboard and be 
involved in organising the biggest event in the 
Central Eastern Wheatbelt.  6pm.  110 Barrack 
Street.  Call 9041 1041 for more info. 

Thursday 7th June 

Merredin Tourism Boost Training Content 
Marketing Workshop—Cummins Theatre—call 
the Visitor Centre on 9041 1666 for more info. 

Tuesday 19th June 

Shire of Merredin Community Forum—6pm at 
the Shire of Merredin—Call Vanessa on 9041 
1611 for more info. 

Friday 22nd June 

Bambert’s Book of Lost Stories—Cummins 

Theatre—11am & 7pm, $25.  Book online 
cumminstheatre.com.au. 

REGULAR EVENTS 

0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for 
0—4 year olds.  Contact Emma Fitzsimons on 
9041 0962 or efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au 

A Choired Taste – All levels welcome and all 
tastes catered for. Monday evening at the 
Senior Centre. 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm. Further 
information Langley Smith 0409 106 649. 

All Saints Anglican Church—Cnr Haig Rd and 
South Ave. 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 10am, 2nd & 
4th Sundays 11.30am.  Rev’d Brett Guthrie 
0427 605 331.   

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 
9.30pm at the Masonic Lodge in Coronation St.  
First night is free.  Beginners to advanced.  Call 
Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see Sue at the 
Chemist or Lyn at the Post Office. 

Church of Christ—Throssell Road, 10am 
Sunday Worship and Sunday School Ph  
0408 484 711. 

Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on 
0411 984 123 for more info. 

Merredin Camera Club—   Email Daina for 
more info email Daina at 
dainasutherland@bigpond.com. 

Merredin Churches Fraternal—PO Box 463, 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

SPIKE SAYS 

Name some of the things you like about our town 

I & D Calvert—

Before we came to 

Merredin we thought 

it was “just another 

country town”. Now 

we leave with a 

different and 

positive feelings 

about Merredin. You 

have some special 

treasures here, the 

greatest treasure 

being  your people. 

Peter McCrae – 
I’m proud to be a 
part of a vibrant 
town that has so 
much to offer to 
people and 
surrounding farms. 

Shiralee Houston – 
It’s a family 
community, 
everyone is really 
friendly especially 
Mr Brian Jones as he 
is more than just a 
friendly face, he is 
our go-to for local 
news, past historical 
information and is 
always out and 
about.  Merredin is 
complete thanks to 
Spikes presence. 

Kylie Ritchie – 
Merredin is a 
great town, I love 
the old cottage 
style houses and 
the friendly feel 
they provide. 

Merredin, Malcolm Clark 9041 5215. 

Merredin Community Resource Centre—
meetings held second Tuesday of the month 
5.30pm at the CRC.  All Welcome. 

Merredin Museum & Historical Society—
Meetings first Wednesday of the month 
5.00pm at Railway Museum.  All Welcome.   

Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30. Call Steve 
for more info on 0428 412 213. 

Merredin United in Prayer—Cornerstone 
Christian Bookshop, 7pm last Thursday of the 
Month. 

People’s Baptist Church—Kellerberrin, 10am 
Sunday Worship, Ph 0435 284 796. 

Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 
during the school term at Throssell Road, 
opposite the pool.  Contact Carissa Amm on 
0433 340 441. 

Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 
12 noon, Shed Restaurant unless otherwise 
advised, contact Julie Townrow 0429 411 377 
or email julietownrow@westnet.com.au  

Revolution Youth—Church of Christ, Throssell 
Road, Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms), 
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167. 

Senior’s Centre—Craft group Wednesday 
mornings 9.30—11.30, bring your own crafts, 
learn a new craft or just come for a chat. Friday 

mornings 10am  Carpet Bowls new and old 
players welcome. 

Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday 
morning 10.00—11.30am at the Senior’s 
Centre.  Free.  All welcome. 

Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00pm 
at the Senior’s Centre. Afternoon tea to follow.  
Free. 

Seventh-day Adventist Church—Kitchener 
Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship, 9.30am 
Saturday Bible Study.  Ph 0457 423 060 or  
9045 3056. 

St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kellerberrin—
8:00am every Sunday. Father Andrew Bowron 
Ph 9041 1118. 

St Mary’s Catholic Church, Merredin—South 
Avenue, Sundays 10.30am. Saturday evenings 
6.30pm. Father Andrew Bowron, Ph  
9041  1118. 

Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the 
Merredin Library, for children up to 5 years old. 

Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their 
stories or just listen. Mondays 10.00am—
11.30am, starting with morning tea.  Senior’s 
Centre.  $1. 

Uniting Church—Fifth Street, 9am Sunday 
Service, Ph 0457 329 850. 

 

Val Curtis—Thumbs up to 
local draftsman Wayne Bill, 
who did a fabulous job 
designing the cover for the 
rolling stock at the Merredin 
Railway Museum. 

Peter Barrett—Thumbs 
down to those responsible 
for the crappy road widening 
job on Nokaning West Road. 
Driving on it is like trying to 
ride a wild bull. You have 
actually made the road more 
dangerous not safer. 
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Teghan Fraser Bonaccorso—
Thumbs up to Emma Davis for 
her dedication to the Theatre 
and Arts and making Cummins 
as amazing as it is. Not even 
half way through the year and 
there has already been so many 
amazing shows. Her passion is 
such an invaluable asset. 
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town nor the theatre” Langley Smith 
said. 

Several visitors stayed on to further 
enjoy the town and go to the Theatre 
on Wednesday to see a Fine 
Romance.  Many commented “You 
know we drive through Merredin not 
realising what this town has to offer!” 

The only negative for the weekend 
was the absence of ABC News, 
GWN7 News and WIN, but thank 
goodness for Triple M.  

A huge thank you to the businesses in 
town for stepping up and opening 
extra hours to accommodate all the 
visitors, including Northside Tavern, 
Dimensions, Patty Kaye Coffee Van, 
Café 56, Subway, the French Bakery, 
the Recreation Centre, the Pizza shop 
and Chicken Treat. 

The weekend was self-funded by “A 
Choired Taste” with the Shire of 
Merredin providing the Cummins 
Theatre and town’s amenities 
available free of charge and cash 
sponsorship by VoiceMoves WA 
Inc., R and J Patroni and Bankwest. 
Triple M Radio contributed additional 
advertising and Wheatbelt Uniforms 
and Signs provided discounts. The 
overall budget was $11,000 which 
included around $3000 in advertising.   

Overall, it was a fantastic weekend in 
Merredin, raising the happiness bar 
for so many people, as singing makes 
you happy and happy people sing 
their hearts out.  

The people listening, the people 
behind the scenes very happy putting 
their management skills to work and 
asking people to do as they were told, 
the people serving people in our 
shops, our friendly community 
helping and answering queries from 
our 130 plus visitors and the singers 
themselves, the most happiest in the 
world - amazing.  

Take a leaf out of their book and join 
a singing group, Merredin 
Community Singers, “A Choired 
Taste” would welcome you whatever 
your ability, experience or age and 
you too could raise your happiness 
level, have a laugh and be a very 
happy person.  We sing a wide range 
of material including jazz, country, 
soul, and other popular styles. We are 
a community-minded group who love 
to sing at community events such as 
Carols by Candlelight, Australia Day 

Breakfast and Anzac Day Service. 
We believe that anyone can sing, and 
anyone can enjoy singing, and we are 
very serious about helping people 
develop their singing ability, 
confidence and enjoyment. 

“A Choired Taste” began in Merredin 
in 2008 as Merredin Community 
Singers initiated by Rosemary 
Lambert and the group were very 
pleased to host the Merredin 
SongFest last weekend in Merredin. 

An offshoot of “A Choired Taste” is 
Perfect Gentlemen, a men’s group 
singing in the barbershop style. This 
group is still building a repertoire but 
performed a stirring rendition of the 
old gospel song “Just a Little Talk 
with Jesus” as part of the SongFest 
Community Church Service on 
Sunday morning at Cummins Theatre. 

“A Choired Taste” will be putting on 
another event on Thursday evening 
13th September being a dinner show 
with the fabulous Silver Threads 28 
piece Brass Band at the Cummins 
Theatre so look out for advertising 
details shortly. 

Merredin SongFest shows the Joy of Singing cont. 

from page 1. 

Local and visiting choirs come together to sing in Merredin at the SongFest.  Image courtesy of Grant Stainer 

Ballpoint Penguins entertain the crowd 
at the Merredin Markets.  Image 

courtesy of Grant Stainer 

A blend of different choirs produced lush harmonies.  Image courtesy of Grant Stainer 

Langley Smith, Choir master of A Choired 
Taste whose idea sparked the Merredin 

SongFest.  Image courtesy of Grant 
Stainer 
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Research indicates livestock theft is 
the most significant rural crime. Clear 
identification limits saleability of 
stock and greatly aids identification 
and return of stolen stock. Please 
consider;  

 Maintaining good stock records. 
Keep accurate records of all 
livestock bought and sold from 
your property. Record all births and 
deaths of livestock and record all 
details of identification numbers.  

 Regularly check your stock and the 
paddocks and fences where the 
stock are grazing.  

 Keep all paddocks, sheds and 
stockyard gates closed and locked. 
Use locking posts to obstruct large 
openings to yards.  

 If possible, locate stockyards or 
loading ramps away from public 
roads or main entrances to your 
property. Keep them locked when 
not in use. Ensure loading ramps 
are stored out of sight when not in 
use.  

 Ensure livestock have clear and 
appropriate identification. This is a 
requirement under the NLIS 
(National Livestock Identification 
System). For further information 
see www.mla.com.au or 
www.agric.wa.gov.au/
livestock.htm. 

Please report any suspicious activity to 
Merredin Police on 131 444 or 
through Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 
000. Anonymous information can also 
be reported online at 
crimestopperswa.com.au.  

You can also follow us on twitter 
@MerredinPol 

By Sergeant MICHAEL 
PATERSON 

Hello Readers, 

Due to an increase of theft from rural 
properties throughout Western 
Australia, this week we’ll focus on 
protecting your farming property from 
crime. 

It’s important to understand that 
visibility is a key factor for thieves. If 
thieves believe they can get into and 
out of your property without being 
seen, your property is at higher risk. 
Please consider implementing the 
following strategies to reduce your 
likelihood of becoming a victim;  

 Consider surveillance when 
designing and erecting new 
buildings, sheds or stockyards. 

 Opportunity and accessibility are 
other key considerations for thieves. 
Make it hard for thieves to access 
your property to discourage them.  

 Construct sheds from strong 
materials with heavy duty rollers or 
metal gates at entrances. Use good 
quality chains and padlocks to lock 
doors or gates.  

 Consider installing closed circuit 
television (CCTV). This can assist 
in a successful identification and 
prosecution of offenders.  

 Secure gates. A gate is only secure if 
it is closed and locked. Gates at 
entrances to your property and high 
risk areas should be as strong as 
possible, mounted securely to strong 
corner posts, and locked with heavy-
duty chains and padlocks.  

 Movement sensored spotlights could 
also be considered where practical.  

Police Report 

8th May 2018 

Shane Axford was convicted of 
driving or attempted to drive a motor 
vehicle on a public road with a blood 
alcohol content exceeding 0.05g. He 
was fined $600, ordered to pay costs 
of $190.85 and had his licence 
suspended for 8 months. 

Christopher Biggers was convicted 
of possessing a prohibited drug 
(Methylamphetamine). He was fined 
$600 and ordered to pay costs of 
$190.85. 

Matthew Brown was convicted of 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended). He was fined $300 and 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85. 

Bianca Campbell was convicted of 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended). She was fined $250 and 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85. 

Aaron Dale was convicted of 
dangerous driving, was fined $800 
and ordered to pay costs of $190.85. 

Christopher Davis was convicted of 
stealing, was fined $300, ordered to 
pay costs of $100 and ordered to pay 
compensation costs of $39.90. 

Luke De Angelis was convicted of 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended). He was fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85. 

Mark Ellis was convicted of having 
no authority to drive – suspended 
(other than fines suspended). He was 
fined $1250, ordered to pay costs of 
$190.85 and also had his licence 
suspended for a further 9 months.  

Justin Hinkley was convicted of 
driving with a prescribed illicit drug 
in oral fluid or blood. He was fined 
$300, ordered to pay costs of 
$190.85 and ordered to pay an 
analyst fee of $182. 

Andrey Hontscharenko was 
convicted of having no authority to 
drive (expired), was fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85. 

Kevin Humphries was convicted of 
disorderly behaviour in public, was 
fined $400 and ordered to pay costs 
of $100. 

Matthew Jenner was convicted of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(Methylamphetamine), was fined 
$500 and ordered to pay costs of 
$100. He was convicted of 2 counts 
of possessing a prohibited drug 
(Cannabis) and was fined $600 and 
ordered to pay costs of $1000. He 

was convicted of 2 counts of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant, and was fined $300.  He 
was convicted of a breach of Bail 
Undertaking, was fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $100.  He 
was convicted of having no authority 
to drive (cancelled), was fined 
$1500, ordered to pay costs of $100 
and had his licence suspended for a 
further 9 months. He was also 
convicted of 2 counts of a breach of  
bail (fail to appear soon after), was 
fined $400 and ordered to pay costs 
of $100. 

Tyler Kittyea was convicted of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant. He was fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85. 

Eric Matulino was convicted of 
having no authority to drive (never 
held), he was fined $200, ordered to 
pay costs of $190.85 and had his 
licence suspended for 3 months. He 
was also convicted of exceeding the 
speed limit between 20 and 29km/h 
and was fined $400. 

Ralph Palmer was convicted of 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended) was fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85. He 
was also convicted of using an 
unlicensed vehicle on a road, was 
fined $150 and ordered to pay a half 
annual licence fee of $146.65. 

Damon Quinn was convicted of 
exceeding the speed limit between 
10 and 19 km/h, was fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85. He 
was also convicted of having no 
authority to drive (never held), was 
fined $200 and had his licence 
suspended for 3 months. 

Debra Tapper was convicted of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(Methylamphetamine), was fined 
$600 and ordered to pay costs of 
$190.85. 

Jesse Walters was convicted of 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended), he was fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85. 

Joseph White was convicted of 
having no authority to drive 
(cancelled). He was fined $400 and 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85. He 
was also convicted of using an 
unlicensed vehicle on a road, was 
fined $150 and was ordered to pay a 
half annual licence fee of $167.50. 

  

Court Report 
 

Tales of the Past 
I was the eldest of seven children 
and grew up during the Second 
world War when “manpower” 
became “woman power” so that as 
well as my Mother looking after 
the home and children she needed 
to help on the farm. My Father was 
a farmer and prevented from 
joining a fighting group because 
he was raising food for the 
country. However, workers were 
scarce so both mother and aunt put 
in many hours in the paddocks. 
Consequently, much of the house 
work was done late at night. I can 
remember waking to hear my 
mother cooking or ironing or 
mending at around midnight. 

It is about ironing that I wish to 
focus. In those days ironing was 
done with the help of “Mother 
Potts” irons if one did not have 
electricity. These were flat irons 
which were heated on the top of 
the stove. They had a detachable 
handle so that in a set of (usually) 
three irons one was in use and the 
other two were heating on the 
stove. As the iron cooled, it was 
replaced. (In summer this was an 

onerous task as the method of 
heating was on top of a wood 
burning stove). My Mother kept the 
ironing to a minimum, but there was 
plenty of it still. There were no 
tissues for noses in those days and 
the handkerchiefs alone numbered 
up to fifty as one ALWAYS had a 
clean hanky every day. 

To keep down the load my Mother 
did not iron pillow cases or tea 
towels. These were carefully folded 
and put away after they had been 
washed. I found out that some of my 
friends’ mothers ironed their tea 
towels and pillow cases so 
suggested to Mum that this was the 
way that “everyone” went.  I am 
sure that she would have liked to 
throw the iron at me, but she merely 
said, “Your Dad likes the fresh 
smell of the articles when they have 
been dried by the sun.” 

It is only in later years that I 
remembered this conversation, 
coupled with the fact that my Father 
had had some damage to his nose 
and had absolutely no sense of smell 
whatever! 

http://www.mla.com.au
http://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock.htm
http://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock.htm
http://www.crimestopperswa.com.au
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Ben  
Davis 

My Thoughts 

The ‘Letter to the Editor’ section of the Phoenix is a place for the community to express their views and opinions on issues that directly or indirectly affect any part of it.  We 
typically print every letter sent to us.  However, the Editor would like to remind the community that the ‘Letters to the Editor’ section is not a vehicle for people to air personal 
gripes against another person/persons. The Phoenix reserves the right to refuse any contribution on the basis of ethics, which includes, but is not limited to, personal vendettas or 
attacks.  Please be aware that we do not ‘fact check’ ‘Letters to the Editor’ and therefore cannot guarantee the contents authenticity.  

It is with dismay that I write to all 
community leaders, currently assessing 
the impact of the State Government’s 
40% funding cuts to the much valued 
Community Resource Centres 
throughout regional WA.  

I wish to congratulate and 
acknowledge Linkwest and all 
Community Resource Centre teams on 
the strong, informed and sustained 
campaign undertaken, to demonstrate 
to the State Government the support 
from their communities and the value 
of Community Resource Centres 
throughout regional WA. I’m just sorry 
your substantial efforts have been 
ignored.  

I strongly urge the Minister for 
Regional Development, Alannah 
MacTiernan, to reconsider the budget 
slashing decision. 

It is a short term saving that I believe 
in the long run will cost the state 
government more. Currently CRC’s 
provide a broad range of cost effective 
services, not otherwise available in 
their communities. By reducing the 
overall operating budgets of the one 
hundred  and five CRC’S, the cost for 
government to find alternative ways of 
continuing to provide those services to 
regional communities will inevitably 
come back to the state government.  

CRCs are efficient in identifying the 
gaps and needs of their individual 

Letter to the Editor 

communities and finding solutions. A 
recent example of one CRC’s 
efficiencies and professional abilities 
within a Wheatbelt community, was 
the solution offered by the Merredin 
CRC.  With the devastating storms that 
swept through the central and eastern 
Wheatbelt at Easter time, the small 
team at the Merredin CRC were able to 
quickly provide functioning offices to 
the Department of Primary Industry 
and Regional Development staff at 
short notice when their building was 
inoperable and extensively damaged in 
the storm.  

The CRC’s have a demonstrable track 
record of providing a broad range of 
services to a wide cross section of the 
community ranging from affordable 
and educational school holiday 
programmes for children, to engaging 
the elderly with essential computer 
skills.  

I implore the Minister for Regional 
Development to consider keeping the 
“community” in Community Resource 
Centres, and not allow another city-
centric decision which this Labor state 
government is becoming known for. A 
decision made without any formal 
submissions or independent review 
from those who know, the citizens of 
Country WA.  

Melissa Price 
Federal Member for Durack 

Assistant Minister for the Environment 

Community Resource Centre Funding Cuts 

Congratulations to A Choired Taste on 
delivering an absolutely fabulous 
SongFest on your tenth anniversary. 
The entire One Achord troupe will go 
home with fond memories of 
outstanding country hospitality, superb 
food and catering, excellent 
organisation along with a great sense of 
comradery. We could elaborate on 
specifics but we feel that every element 
of your beautiful Merredin town, your 
Choir and each individual deserves a 
hearty thank  you from all at One 
Achord. 

Cobie Henny 
One Achord Choir 

Left with fond memories 

Merredin is so welcoming!  We made 
our debut at the Songfest and were 
grateful for the warm reception.  We all 
loved Cafe 56 for their delicious coffee 
and food, and we appreciated help with 
takeaway for our pre-concert dinner. 
Thank you to the pharmacy for dressing 
in wedding veils to celebrate Harry and 
Meghan's wedding. Our accompanying 
families enjoyed the museum, where 
Malcolm's son scored 11/12 on the 
steam train quiz, and the bus tour, 
including the inside workings of CBH 
and the remarkable wind farm.  A 
Choired Taste did a remarkable job of 
organising such a large and complicated 
event. Thank you. 

Michelle Robertson 
Merry Din 7 

Perth 

Merry Din 7’s thoughts 
on Merredin 

We at Cafe56 are so thankful to the 
organisers of The Song Festival this 
past weekend. Not only did we have a 
fabulous weekend in our business, we 
got to meet so many happy and joyous 
new people who were interested in what 
Merredin and the Central Wheatbelt had 
to offer.  It was such a great opportunity 
for us not only from a business point of 
view, but an opportunity to spend time 
with people who were interested in our 
home town and the surrounding areas. 
All in all The Song Festival not only 
bought new customers to our town, it 
gave us the chance to grow new 
connections and share our love for the 
central Wheatbelt with them. Thank you 
so very much, we can’t wait to have this 
festival of music and song again. 

Tracey McFarlane and all the staff at 
Cafe56 

Merredin 

Happy and Joyous people 

For Two Up Two Down (TUTD) 
Kalgoorlie choir members, the 
Merredin SongFest was such a great 
weekend that it's hard to pick out 
highlights. The standout of course is the 
music - the diversity of styles, energy 
and polish of performances, the 
pleasure of performing together, 
learning in the workshops, and the fun 
of impromptu sing-alongs. TUTD 
members at the Saturday night 'after 
party' were particularly impressed by 
our Musical Director Michael's 
participation in the Banana Boat Song 
(those deadly black tarantulas). Each 
choir or group brought something 
special, different and delightful to the 
festival.  It's amazing to hear and see 
such fantastic performances created and 
communicated by the human voice and 
body! 

The other aspects everyone has 
commented on was the friendliness and 
good humour, the amazing community 
support demonstrated in so many ways, 
the wonderful Visitors Centre, 
Museums and very friendly businesses.  

It was such a pleasure to see old friends 
and meet new ones at the Friday night 
welcome which set the scene for the 
next two days. The early morning visit 
to the rock (some of us Goldfields bush 
people got lost), the performing in 
various locations, the very well 
organised Concert, singing at the 

Two Up Two Down gives the Thumbs Up 

Markets, and looking around what is 
clearly a well-cared for town, we 
enjoyed it all. 

Those of us from Kalgoorlie know from 
our own experience just how much hard 
work and coordination is needed to 
achieve such a smooth running and 
musically successful event. So we thank 
and congratulate Langley, our people 
admired your composure under 
pressure, Rosemary Lambert and all the 
A Choired Taste members for 
everything, and a special thanks to the 
Cummins Theatre management team. 
WOW. We love your theatre!  More 
special thanks for making the piano and 
keyboard available for TUTD 
accompanist Kath Lenon to play for us - 
Kath's playing is always a highlight for 
us and for other people too, judging 
from the feedback. 

Jane and Donnie Martin 
Two Up Two Down 

Kalgoorlie 

I was going to write a form letter for 
people to fill in the blanks/circle the 
option they preferred so that any 
people who are interested in having a 
very active and interesting Arts and 
Culture scene in town could easily 
make our councillors aware of their 
opinion. I was going to say that 
perhaps all those shiny new roads (or 
partial roads, as the case my be) 
were already giving a significant 
percentage of the people in Merredin 
warm fuzzy feelings and that it could 
actually be enough to keep them 
happy. 

But then I thought it might be a little 
too political to be telling people what 
to do. I might be going beyond the 
pale by suggesting anyone who 
wants to say, "thank you for the 
sound tonight", or ,"That ANZAC 
show was excellent" should put it in 
a letter/email and send it to the 
people in charge of making 
decisions. Or ring them. Or send an 
SMS. It'll cost you less to drop it off 
in person, of course, and that will 
add that country touch that means so 
much to everyone out here. 

Maybe, if enough little letters get to 
the right people they will see that it's 
not just the usual bunch of gits 
annoying them, but a large number 
of usually quiet people, and then DO 
something to improve the future. 
Then there will be more out-of-town 
people coming to Merredin to see 
what we're up to and join in the fun. 
And maybe they'll eat our food, 
sleep in our accommodation and see 
something interesting to tell a friend 
about when they get back. Like, for 
example, the 100+ singers that hung 
around town for the entire weekend 
while they attended the SongFest 
celebrations. 

Or maybe people will just enjoy 
driving on our roads SO MUCH that 
they spontaneously throw money out 
the windows as they as drive away 
that we won't need any attractions 
other than the servos, the pie shop, 
the VC dunnies. 

Yeah, I have a vested interest. I'd 
like to see the Merredin you all talk 
about "back in the old days". 

Here's a list of people who are 
probably interested in your thoughts: 
Cr Ken Hooper, Cr Mal Willis, Cr 
Brad Anderson, Cr Leah Boehme, Cr 
Roy Butler, Cr Mark Crees, Cr Matt 
Crisafio, Cr Julie Flockart, Cr 
Romolo Patroni.  PO Box 42, 
Merredin. 

It’s time to speak up 

Within any large family there will be 
frictions and differences. For me that’s 
my experience of Merredin. You all 
want to be a family and when you get 
challenged you do stand by your 
family. From café, rec centre, and 
various other service provider staff you 
talk as free people – free from the 

Visitors impression of Merredin 

stress of political corrections. “This is 
the ‘normal’ coffee and will bring the 
other in a minute” and “yes the black 
fella” – how refreshing when one 
doesn’t see the stressful facades of 
how city folk behave. 

Ian & Deborah Calvert 
Perth 
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By EMMA DAVIS 

How do you measure the value 
of art? Is it a number defined 
by dollars and cents? Is it what 
a person is willing to pay for 
it? In a world so driven by 
numbers and measurable 
outcomes maybe it is time we 
rethought the way we value art 
and culture in our society and 
changed the way we measure. 

These ideas were presented at 
the Cummins Theatre during 
an exciting, informative, and 
hands on workshop called 
PowerPAC. Aimed at Local 
Government employees, 
councillors, community 
members, artists, and arts 
workers the workshop aimed 
to assist people to rethink 
about the place of art and 
culture in our society today 
and look at ways that the arts 
can help communities to grow. 

"PowerPAC workshops 
address the desire (and need) 
within communities to be 
better connected, build 
practical skills and nurture and 
create performance projects in 
regional areas." said 
PowerPAC facilitator Rick 
Heath. 

The workshop was 
coordinated by Circuitwest 
and attended by three Shire of 
Merredin employees, three 
councillors, two members of 
the Merredin Repertory Club, 
two staff members of Merredin 
College, two local arts 
workers, and two community 
members. 

"We all want more audiences, 

The Value of Art 
better engagement, higher 
utilisation of our arts centre 
spaces, greater outcomes for 
our communities and more 
support for making projects 
happen." 

The workshop also explored 
ways in which communities 
could build new works of art 
by utilising locals alongside 
artists and arts workers. 
Through careful planning and 
more broad thinking 
communities can leverage 
their investment in the arts by 
using it to improve multiple 
areas of local life. 

“I’m a big believer in using art 
for social change and using art 
to make people’s lives better,” 
Mr Mickle, a regional artist 
said. “Art can help people to 
be more active and to get out 
of bad habits. It can relieve the 
boredom in people’s lives and 
open up new possibilities.” 

The arts has huge capacity for 
bringing together diverse 
groups of people, effecting 
change, and maximising local 
government budgets to deliver 
on their strategic plan for the 
community. 

"It was really wonderful to see 
the range of ideas from the 
group and to look at the 
different ways we can all work 
together." said Emma Davis, 
Cummins Theatre Manager. "I 
can't wait to see the 
community start to work 
together a bit more to deliver a 
range of initiatives that won't 
just improve arts and culture 
but have the potential to make 
many parts of our lives better." 

Community Artist Annette Carmichael's work The Beauty Index was created in 
collaboration with her community in Denmark. The PowerPAC workshop helped 

participants to start the process of creating their own works in their home communities  

Library Musings 
By WENDY PORTER Librarian 

I’m sure many of you were delighted 
with the recent performance at 
Cummins Theatre of ‘The 
Lighthouse Girl’ written by Hellie 
Turner and based on the novels by 
Dianne Wolfer.  The Merredin 
Library now has a copy of 
‘Lighthouse Girl’, Light Horse Boy’ 
and “In the Lamplight’ by Dianne 
Wolfer available for loan.  All the 
books are about the impact of World 
War I on Australians, whether 
soldiers, nurses or those who did 
what they could from home. 

For something a little different how 
about trying “Sculpting Mythical 
Creatures out of Polymer Clay” by 
Dinko and Boris Tilov.  Learn how 
to make a gnome, pixie, halfling, 
fairy, mermaid, gorgon, vampire, 

griffin, sphinx and more.  The book 
has step by step pictures to help you 
on your way. 

Are you a new mum?  Are you 
struggling to know whether or not 
you are doing the right thing?  Is 
everyone giving you conflicting 
advice? In the book “Trust your 
Body, Trust your Baby” Rosie 
Newman argues that every mother 
already knows what she needs to 
know. 

Library staff are always there to 
help, so if you can’t find what you 
need just ask.  Remember also that 
all library members have free access 
to eresources like ebooks, 
eaudiobooks, emagazines, online 
tutorials, Ziptales and now a video 
streaming platform, Kanopy.  Ask 
staff for details. 



THE PHOENIX  Friday, May 25th, 2018             7  

 

By BEV PALMER 

The Nungarin CRC Management 

Committee would like to thank the 

Shire of Nungarin for their assistance 

and Australia Post who have worked 

with us, providing training and 

equipment. This all made the 

transition to a Licensed Community 

Nungarin CRC now a licensed 
Post Office 

Post Office possible. 

The benefit to the Nungarin 

community and surrounding towns 

includes being able to do banking 

with any bank at the CRC during 

hours of operation as well as 

increased postal services. 

Patricia Lovett (“Postie Pat”) and Shire of 
Nungarin President, Eileen O’Connell cut 
the ribbon at the front  entrance.  Image 

courtesy of Tracy Scott  

Nungarin CRC Coordinator Desma 
Osgood preparing the first international 

parcel for mailing, as the new LCPO.  
Image courtesy of Tracy Scott 

By KATH BROWN 

Local MP Mia Davies MLA says 
a decision by the Labor 
Government to slash Community 
Resource Centre funding will 
destroy many regional 
communities.  

Ms Davies said the reduction of 
$10 million would have a 
dramatic impact on the service 
delivery capacity of the State’s 
CRC Network into the future.  

“Our CRCs are the shopfront for 
government services, assist with 
funding and projects for 
community groups, provide 
banking, link people to 
technology and are our 
community hubs,” she said.  

“The Labor Government 
continues to claim it is reducing 
funding to CRCs in the name of 
budget repair.  

“This is untrue. Labor is taking 
money from the bush to fund 
extravagant election promises in 
Perth.”  

Ms Davies comments come after 
CRCs across the Central 
Wheatbelt this week received 
letters from the Department of 
Primary Industries and Regional 
Development proposing how it 
plans to implement a new funding 
model.  

Labor to slash CRC funding 
across Central Wheatbelt  

The proposed model, which 
separates centres into two tiers of 
funding, will result in operating 
budgets of individual centres cut 
by up to 50 per cent.  

It will also impact the ability of 
the CRC Network to deliver its 
traineeship program, which has 
helped upskill 500 participants 
since 2014.  

Ms Davies said it was 
hypocritical for a Government 
promising to create 50,000 jobs to 
reduce funding to a network 
providing training, employment 
and professional development 
opportunities to thousands of 
West Australians.  

“This decision is a blow to those 
communities, volunteers, 
organisations and individuals 
they support,” she said.  

“In a year the Labor Government 
has forcefully defunded regional 
education, CRCs, health and aged 
care services in the bush. What 
will they cut next?  

“This is a Government 
disinterested in making choices 
that support regional 
communities.  

“Their first choice is to drain 
funding from regional WA - in 
three years what will remain?”  
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Elephant in the Wheatbelt Mural—Bruce Rock 

By TAMARA ENNOR 

Back in October 2017, the Bruce Rock 
CRC completed an application for an 
Elephant in the Wheatbelt Mural to help 
share the road safety message. Bruce 
Rock was one of only five Wheatbelt 
towns that was selected for a mural!  
This great Road Safety Campaign is 
commissioned by RAC.  

On Thursday 17 May, experienced 
artist Mel McVee travelled the long 
road to Bruce Rock from Perth to 
complete the mural in just three days. 
The mural is located on the east wall of 
the Bruce Rock Emergency Services 
Building. On Saturday 19 May, 
community members were encouraged 
to come along and pick up a paint brush 
and help Mel paint the mural. Even the 
Elephant himself made an appearance 

in Bruce Rock for all the local “selfie” 
needs.  More then 30 community 
members and children attended on the 
day, showing their support for this 
campaign! 

The message we would like our 
community to remember is: 

“We lose too many young people on our 
roads - Please be mindful of who you 
might leave behind when you decide to 
speed, text, drink drive, or drive under 
the influence of drugs” 

The Bruce Rock CRC would like to 
thank everyone who attended to help 
paint the mural, the Shire of Bruce 
Rock for their support, Emma & Dana 
from RAC, and Mel for coming to 
Bruce Rock and encouraging this 
amazing artwork to unfold. 

The Markets were held last Sunday, 
rather than the normal fourth Sunday, to 
coincide with the Merredin SongFest 
which proved to be a great decision. 

The weather was perfect, lots of stalls – 
some new and some regulars and lots of 
smiling visitors in town with the 
SongFest.  We were lucky to have 
visiting choirs, Voicemale, Glyde-In 
Songsters, Ballpoint Penguins among 
others, entertain the crowd and they 
were all amazing.  

The CRC recently purchased a donut 
machine and tempted everyone with 
their “yummy” donuts.  This will now 
be a regular at the Merredin Markets, so 
if you like hot fresh donuts, you know 
where to be. 

A big thank you to the Men’s Shed 
volunteers for helping set up and pack 
up, it made it a lot easier and quicker 
with lots of helpers and Romolo 
Patroni’s 4 Wheeler and trailer – great 
job! 

May Markets a Merredin SongFest 

We had some new volunteers, Ross and 
Kaye Duffield, come along and help out 
for the day which was fantastic, plus our 
amazing regular volunteers – El 
Lipman, Wendy Porter, Martin Morris, 
Erika Muniz, Lesley Watson, not 
forgetting the staff – Debbie Morris, 
Kirsty Rochford and Anastasia 
Eastwick. 

Just reminding everyone the next 
Markets Sunday 24 June will have a late 
start – 10am as it is too cold and dark to 
set up at 7am for the normal 9am start.  
Anyone wanting to help with the 
markets or have any suggestions to 
improve them, we would love to hear 
from you, so please give us a call  
on 9041 1041. 
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Neighbourhood House Week 
By BEV PALMER 

On Sunday 29th April, 57 invited 
guests including dignitaries, attended 
a celebration of Neighbourhood 
House Week, held at the Nungarin 
Heritage Machinery and Army 
Museum and organised by Nungarin 
Community Resource Centre. 

On arrival, guests were greeted with 
a glass of champagne and canapés. 
Jim Taylor, Chairperson of Nungarin 
CRC welcomed all guests.  
Mick Hayden, Elder of the local 
Njaki Njaki Aboriginal People, gave 
a Welcome to Country. 
The Hon. Laurie Graham, MLC for 
the Agricultural Region 
(representing Alannah McTiernan)  
and Ms Lee Steel, Vice Chair of 
Linkwest, both spoke in glowing 
terms of the achievements of 
Nungarin Community Resource 
Centre. 

Shire President Eileen O’Connell 
welcomed the new Shire CEO Adam 
Majid and congratulated the 
Coordinator of Nungarin CRC, 
Desma Osgood, on being one of only 
three successful applicants to host 
the Neighbourhood House Event in 
Western Australia. 

Cr. Gary Coumbe, as Chair of 
Nungarin Heritage Machinery and 
Army Museum, invited everyone to 
inspect the Museum after lunch. 

After Father Andrew of Merredin 
gave Grace, we all adjourned to the 
new café area for a gourmet sit-down 
lunch. All in all it was a great event 
to showcase our Museum and the 
CRC’s ability to work in partnership 
with other community organisations. 

Congratulations Nungarin, take a 
bow. 

Hon. Laurie Graham, MLC, Member for 
the Agricultural Region, Cr Jim Taylor, 

Chair of the Nungarin CRC, Desma 
Osgood, CRC Coordinator and Lee Steel, 

Vice Chair of Linkwest 

Bill Hewitt sits and chats with Mick 
Hayden, a Njaki  Njaki Aboriginal Elder 
who delivered the Welcome to Country 

Cr Gary Coumbe, Deputy Shire President and Chair of the Nungarin Heritage Machinery 
& Army Museum, Hon Laurie Graham, MLC, Member for the Agricultural Region and Mr 

Nick Woodger Museum Secretary 
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Mother’s Day in the Kindy 

The Kindy students have been 
busy in their vegetable patch.  
Before the holidays, they planted 
some seedlings and were most 
excited upon returning to school 
to discover that they had grown.  

They planted Brussel sprouts, 
beans, snow peas, cabbage, 
capsicum, radish, carrots, 
cabbage and potatoes and today 
they planted some yellow 
broccoli and purple cauliflower.  

The students are looking forward 
to their vegetables being ready to 

Mother’s Day  

St Mary’s celebrated Mother’s 
Day by holding a special Mass 
dedicated to all mothers and 
mother figures, this was led by 
the Year Four students.  

They were then invited back to 
the school Hall to enjoy a lovely 
morning tea.  

This provided a wonderful 
opportunity for St Mary’s School 
to thank their mums all for the 
amazing things that they do. 

An exciting morning was had in 
Kindy, when Mums, Nannas, 
Grandmas and Aunties were 
invited in to be pampered to help 
celebrate Mother’s Day.  

These special ladies were treated 
to nail painting, foot spas, cake 
decorating and heaps more.  

It was a great morning of 
memory making for everyone 
involved.  

Kindy Vegie Patch 

pick and eat and as an added 
bonus, the chooks are enjoying 
all the weeds. 
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Students at Merredin College were 
lucky enough to watch and listen to 
‘WAYJO’ which is a Jazz band 
comprising of approximately 20 
young adults playing a variety of 
instruments such as saxophones, 
trombones, trumpets a bass, electric 
guitar, keyboard, drums as well as a 
vocalist. The students were shown 
how each of these instruments work 
as well as listening to different 
varieties of jazz music.  

A highlight of the visit was for 
selected students to play some of the 
instruments, with many of the band 
members being very surprised at 
how good our students could 
produce a sound.  

Following the concert, students from 

Western Australian Youth Concert Band (Wayjo) 

the school choir stayed behind and 
were taught how to sing a Jazz song 
called ‘Summertime’ in three parts 
as well as some performing and 
some scatting. It was a great 

experience for our students to sing 
this song along with the band and be 
able to see this fantastic group of 
musicians perform. 

Last week the year 7 Art class hosted 
a showcase of their work from the 
term. Two students were put in 
charge of hosting the event and did a 
fabulous job! The year 7 Drama & IT 
classes were invited to attend. They 
came to view the works and cast 
their vote for the People’s Choice 
award. Students got to experience 
what a real exhibition would feel like 
and learnt about presenting their 
work for an audience. They had 
juice, nibbles and music just like a 
real exhibition.  The People’s Choice 
award was taken out by M Geier and 
H Farson. Guest judges were invited 
to vote for the overall winners.  

The overall winners were 

 1st - C Gardiner 

2nd - C Lane 

3rd : H Farson 

Thanks to Miss Beale, Mr James, 
Miss Hickman, Mr Ritchie and Mrs 
Horne who assisted with the voting. 

Year 7 Art Gallery 

It has been a wonderful beginning to 
the term for the Year 1 students. The 
children have been working very 
hard and have been achieving great 
things. Miss Hunter, Mrs Campbell 
and Mrs Drakeford are proud of the 
students’ efforts and have enjoyed 
learning about and getting to know 

Year 1 Classroom 

the class. The children have adjusted 
well to the new structure of Year 1 
and are enjoying exploring the new 
areas where they now play at recess 
at lunch. 

In literacy the Year 1 students have 
been focusing on narrative writing 

and have had a great time learning 
and modifying the text ‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk’. The children have been 
working on their special spelling rule 
every morning and have 
demonstrated these skills in their 
daily writing. We love reading 
stories as a class and answering 
questions about the story, using our 
‘comprehension ball’.  In numeracy 
we have been learning about 
addition, subtraction, time, money 
and measurement. We have explored 
these concepts through a range of 
‘hands on’ engaging activities.  

The students have relished the 
opportunity to come to together as a 
year 1 group. There have been many 
fantastic friendships made, as the 
students enjoy spending their recess 
and lunch together. It is pleasing to 
see the students demonstrating the 
new school values, both in and out of 
the classroom. The children are 
constantly looking out for their 
friends, making sure everyone is 
feeling included.  Well done Year 1s, 
keep up the superstar effort.  

The national testing took place this 
week for all students in Year 3, 5, 7 
and 9 around the country completing 
writing, spelling and grammar tests 
of the National Assessment Program 
for Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN).  

NAPLAN is a general assessment of 
literacy and numeracy proficiency, 
providing a snapshot of how kids 
around the country answer a 
particular set of Mathematics and 
English test questions all on the one 
day. How your children perform will 
be the result of all their years at 
school, not what they did in the 
weeks leading up to the test. 

Merredin College has been one of 
the 20% of schools trialling 

NAPLAN 2018 
NAPLAN online test delivery for 
2018.  

For us, it’s so far so good! Students 
have quickly become adept at 
logging into the portal and sitting the 
tests and teachers are spared the long 
hours of sorting physical test papers.  

Some of the main benefits of 
students taking part in NAPLAN 
Online include: 

 Better assessment – and more 
precise results. NAPLAN 
Online uses a tailored test or 
adaptive design, where the test 
automatically adapts to a 
student's performance and asks 
questions that match the student 
achievement level, allowing the 
student to demonstrate their 

knowledge. This provides 
teachers and schools with more 
targeted and detailed information 
on students’ performance on the 
tests. Tailored testing also 
provides an opportunity to 
broaden the scope of the 
assessments. 

 Faster turnaround of 
results. Delivery of assessments 
online significantly reduces the 
time it takes to provide feedback 
to schools, students and parents, 
so teachers can respond more 
quickly to learning needs. 

 More engaging.  Research into 
online assessment has shown that 
students have engaged well with 
electronic tests. 
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By KATH BROWN 

The Nationals WA continue to pile 
pressure on the McGowan Government 
over Labor’s proposal to cut funding for 
Community Resource Centres in half.  

Leader Mia Davies, along with Warren-
Blackwood MP Terry Redman and Roe 
MP Peter Rundle, today presented the 
Government with petitions featuring 
more than 1000 signatures protesting the 
CRC cuts.  

It comes after Regional Development 
Minister Alannah MacTiernan said 
funding was being taken from the CRC 

Labor’s crocodile tears won’t save CRCs 

Warren-Blackwood MP Terry Redman, Mia Davies & Roe MP Peter Rundle outside 
Parliament house to present the Government with petitions protesting the CRC cuts 

Network to fund “really, really important 
things”.  

Ms Davies today questioned the Premier 
in Parliament over Labor’s plan.  

“The Premier failed to outline what those 
things were,” she said.  

“CRCs provide a range of essential 
government services, professional 
development, employment and 
traineeship opportunities as well as 
supporting a massive volunteer force.  

“I put it to the Premier and his Minister 
that they would be hard pressed to find a 

more important funding recipient than 
our Community Resource Centres.”  

Ms Davies said the Premier also failed to 
clarify his previous comments in 
Parliament where he pointed to his 
iPhone and said regional communities 
did not need CRCs in 2018 because 
everyone had a smartphone in their 
pocket.  

“With this type of rhetoric it’s no wonder 
regional people consider Labor to be 
completely out-of-touch and ignorant of 
the challenges faced by those living in 
the bush,” Ms Davies said.  

Ms Davies said Labor’s regional MPs 
crying “crocodile tears” over CRCs need 
to stand up to their city-dominated 
Cabinet colleagues and convince them to 
reverse the funding cuts.  

“They may well roar like lions on the 
pages of their local newspaper but when 
push comes to shove in the party room 
Labor’s regional MPs are as quiet as 
mice,” Ms Davies said.  

“The fact of the matter is regional WA 
always loses in Labor’s Budget games.”  

Last week it was revealed that a reduced 
funding model proposed by the 
Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development would result in 
reduced CRC opening hours, loss of 
traineeships and operational funding cuts 
of up to 50 per cent for some centres.  

Nationals MPs have tabled more than 
5000 petition signatures through the 
Support our CRCs campaign calling on 
the Labor Government to reinstate full 
funding for the network.  

WBN looks at 
CRC Options 

By KIRSTY ROCHFORD 

With the announcement of potential 
funding cuts for Community 
Resource Centres,  the  CRCs and 
Shires in the Wheatbelt have been 
meeting to discuss options and how 
to move forward. The Wheatbelt 
Business Network thanked those 
who attended the meeting recently in 
Narembeen to develop solutions to 
the funding situation at hand, with 
over 60 people attending.  Caroline 
Robinson from the WBN stated “I 
appreciate the long drive you did to 
get to the table, so too a day away 
from your office and your 
positivity”.    

She also thanked the staff and 
leaders at the Shire of Narembeen 
and CRC for putting the day on. 
“Onwards we go with other partners 
advocating for CRCs to present your 
solutions”.  

Wheatbelt Shires & CRCs discuss options 
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By SPIKE JONES 

A few weeks ago I 
went to my first ever 
AFL game at the 
MCG and I loved it.  I 
went with my son 
Andrew and our mate 
Mick.  The food, 
coffee, drinks and 
laughter were the best,  
as you can imagine.  
My team, the Eagles 
weren’t playing, but 
Sydney won the 
Friday night game 
which my son goes for 
and on Saturday, our 
mates side, Carlton 
won.   

We stayed at the Vibe 
Savoy Hotel and as I 
normally do, talk to 

Travelling Phoenix 
By OWEN AND THE TEAM—Regional Men’s 
Health Initiative 

Progression Planning is about retaining family 
relationships in the progression/succession process by 
looking at the people issues before dealing with the 
financial and business aspects.  It is often the 
unspoken expectations of family members that can 
lead to the difficulties experienced. If farming families 
looked at the relationship aspects and people issues of 
their business as part of the progression plan there 
would be less stress and misunderstanding. 

Why Progression? Mixed messages are received and 
given using the word “succession”.  For most it means 
“the king is dead” who is the next king?  Progression 
is not just a business transaction, it is primarily about 
relationships.  One of the greatest r isks to a 
farming family’s viability, in the long term, is about 
relationships and we often don’t see it coming.  
Progression shifts the focus to how we move the 
family owned business (especially farming) into the 
next era or generation and how the older generation 
can successfully make the transition to the next phase 
of their lives. “progression” encapsulates these 
options. 

Effective communication allows for awareness, 
understanding and a basis to reach agreement on 
issues.  Communication must be maintained to both 
reduce distress and for our positive wellbeing. In fact, 
many people don’t talk about progression until it’s too 
late and/or put it off because it is too difficult.  The 
following key topics in progression planning need to 
be canvassed in detail: 

Family communication.  It all starts here; 

 What is the farm business? Allows understanding of 
the business family are involved in; 

 Stakeholders.  Who’s involved?  It is important to 

Progression Planning (Succession) 
empower all parties to have a role in the progression 
planning process; 

 What do stakeholders want?  Questions to ask our 
spouse/partner and children about progression and/or 
retirement and business development; 

 Transition period. You must establish an agreement 
that is suitable to your requirements.  It’s not going 
to happen overnight. 

We need to make Progression Planning discussions 
part of normal conversation in our business.  Only the 
minority, amongst family owned businesses, have any 
documentation around farm and/or business 
succession.  Families must lead the way and own the 
process, no one can do it for us.  Some simple rules 
that influence good progression planning are: 

1. Sort the relationships first; 

2. Debate the issues openly and with those that matter; 

3. Start planning early, when your kids leave school 
the plan should be in place and understood; 

4. When children come to work on the farm and/or in 
the business, be clear on where it is going (sell the 
business not the land or building); 

5. Seek outside help for more than financial and legal 
matters (involve more than just the farm consultant, 
accountant and/or lawyer); 

6. Have a handover strategy and stick to it. 

Remember not all businesses will be able to have a 
successful progression/succession outcome, for a 
variety of reasons.  Maintain those relationships first, 
to give it the best shot.  “Don’t do what others say, just 
listen to them, and do what you feel good with” a quote 
from Warren Buffett that fits in well with progression/
succession matters. 

anyone.  The guy at the hotel gave me a list of 
some of the people that have stayed there in the 
past, like Ava Gardener, Adam Gilchrist, Dawn 
Fraser, Frank Sinatra, Fred Astaire, Gregory Peck, 
Louis Armstrong, Nat King Cole, The Seekers, 
Marcia Hines and the list goes on.  It was great 
staying in a place where so many famous people 
had stayed. 

I hope to go to Adelaide for my next AFL game, 
and I’ll remember to take the Phoenix with me! 

Meanwhile, my niece Sandy Jones is currently in 
Bali and I gave her a Phoenix to take with her.  
Here she is at Waterbom park in Kuta. 
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Send your 
‘Wheatbelt in a 
Snap’ photo and 

caption to  
PISCES—February 19—March 20 
You will have more peace and quiet to pursue a 
social or educational dream where you seek to 
channel your ideals into a transformative project.  
New communication trends need to be embraced, 
so do more with social media and technological 
advances. 

ARIES—March 21 to April 19 
You find yourself dealing with new situations 
connected to how you manage your social 
connections, relate to organisations and friendships, 
which bring uncertainty or disruption.  Right now 
you are attracted to people who have untraditional 
ideas about how society should be run. 

TAURUS—April 20 to May 20 
Changes affecting personal and business 
partnerships and career aspirations are on the 
agenda.  People are on the move and full of ideas 
which are not your cup of tea, you are not willing 
to take the risk and this is a time that you are 
profoundly aware of your inhibitions.  

GEMINI—May 21 to June 20 
You are encouraged to communicate and share 
knowledge, but there is also a need to find time to 
be alone, enjoy nature and lose yourself in personal 
creative projects in peace and quiet.  Partners are 
absorbed in their own secret world, and although 
you have opposite opinions, you both share a need 
for depth & intimacy. 

CANCER—June 21 to July 22 
You are profoundly aware of how you relate to 
others and very sensitive about being rebuffed at 
the moment, so you tend to present a rather hesitant 
and formal façade.  There are amazing things 
happening on the social scene which can be both 
exciting and unsettling. 

LEO—July 23 to August 22 
There is a tremendous and radical new emphasis 
on getting out and about and meeting people from 
all walks of life.  A social period begins when you 
connect with inspiriting people on the fringe and 
share exciting ideas. A great time for travel and 
getting involved in groups.  

VIRGO—August 23 to September 22 
There is a focus on expanding your horizons 
through cultural activities, education and travel.   
This can involve a long journey away from a 
partner, or to meet a partner or family member.  It 
is an extremely rewarding time for you emotionally 
and spiritually, a time of deep psychological 
insights and discovery. 

SCORPIO—October 23 to November 21 
You find yourself in new domestic circumstances, 
perhaps in the company of untraditional people or 
in an international environment.  Doubts about 
what direction to go in evaporate as you feel an 
inner certainty, which you arrive at through deep 
discussion with people you respect. 

SAGITARIUS—November 22 to December 21 
You run into a lot of interesting people at this time.  
There is a lot of talk and activity around you, but 
your greatest experiences this week come from 
intimate sharing.    There is a strong likelihood of 
travel and educational experiences. 

CAPRICORN—December 22 to January 19 
You are aware of a change in energy and the 
indications are that there are favourable long term 
trends for you in connection with a creative 
project.  A time of inspiration and ideas, especially 
at work and in money matters.  You are less likely 
to take risks than normal. 

AQUARIUS—January 20 to February 18 
Excitement and change are on the agenda, 
disrupting your normal activity and bringing some 
changes in your domestic life.  You meet people, 
engage in adventure and fun activities and you are 
generally more outgoing and social than ever.  

LIBRA—September 23rd October 22 
A strong focus on your professional life and on 
how you express the loving and caring side of your 
nature in your work.  Domestic responsibilities 
may place limitations on you, but it is precisely 
your ability to take responsibility that is your 
greatest asset right now. 

By GRANT STAINER 

“Gold” was the theme for the May meeting of the 
Merredin Camera Club, and a variety of 
interpretations were used to meet the theme.  

Seventeen photos filled the theme section this 
month, and another 18 photos filled the open 
section. The judge this month was Perth 
photographer Lucy Mandyczewsky.  

In the theme section, Mrs Mandyczewsky awarded 
silver to Sally Robson-Thomas’s “Old and gold” 
and “Pressed in gold”, Rob Broomhall’s “My 
Grandma’s Gift”, Karen Slater’s “Evening out”, 
and Renee Manning’s “Water and fire”.  

Bronze was awarded to Kate Caughey’s “Old 
cufflinks”, Caryn Adamson’s “JAG” and “Old 
saxophone”, Shay Creagh’s “Green and gold”, and 
Grant Stainer’s “Golden chocolate”.  

No gold was awarded this month in the theme 
section.  

In the open section, Mrs Mandyczewsky awarded 
gold to Sally Robson-Thomas’s “Earth and sky”.  

Silver was awarded to Caryn Adamson’s “Ready to 
race” and Kate Caughey’s “Old windmill”.  

Bronze was awarded to Karen Slater’s “Tulips”, 
Kate Caughey’s “Into the sunset”, Shay Creagh’s 
“Up to no good”, Rob Broomhall’s “Camouflage”, 
Pippa de Lacy’s “Summer skies” and “Rock face”, 
and Renee Manning’s “Two and 8 months”. 

Mrs Mandyczewsky said that it is important to 
work on where the focus is in the image. As a 
general rule of thumb, she recommended having 
the focus point two thirds of the way into the 
image.  

Club members voted rather differently to Mrs 
Mandyczewsky and there was a wide spread of 
votes. In the theme section, equal first place went 
to Sally Robson-Thomas’s “Pressed in gold” and 
Renee Manning’s “Water and fire”. Equal second 
place went to Karen Slater’s “Evening out” and 
Grant Stainer’s “Golden chocolate”. Third place 
went to Kate Caughey’s “24/1/1993”.  

In the club members open section voting, equal 

‘Lonely pine’ by Caryn Adamson 

‘Old windmill’ by Kate Caughey 

‘Pressed in gold’ by Sally Robson-Thomas 

‘Water and fire’ by Renee Manning 

Camera Club goes for Gold 

first place went to Kate Caughey’s “Old windmill” 
and Caryn Adamson’s “Lonely pine”. Second 
place went to Shay Creagh’s “Gecko on 
strawberry”, and equal third place went to Karen 
Slater’s “Tulips” and Rob Broomhall’s 
“Camouflage”.  

The Merredin Camera Club holds it’s enjoyable 
and relaxing meetings at the Merredin Playgroup 
building on Throssell Road.  

The next meeting will be on the 20 June, where the 
subject will be “Silhouette”. So if you see 
photographers shooting a subject against a bright 
sky, you will know what we are up to.   

The Merredin Camera Club welcomes new 
members. For more information about the 
Merredin Camera Club, please email Daina 
Sutherland at dainasutherland@bigpond.com. 

administration@merredincrc.com 
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By ALEX BUNNEY 

Like most Australians, I’m a keen 
recycler – one of the 96 per cent who 
told a recent survey they participate 
regularly in recycling, by separating 
their bottles, cans, papers and other 
recyclable material every week.  

The National Waste Report 2016 tell 
us that Australia has increased the 
amount of waste we recycle in by 
almost 10 per cent over nine years, 
from 49 per cent in 2006/07 to 58 per 
cent in 2014/15. 

And 88 per cent of respondents to an 
Australian Council of Recycling 
survey said they wanted governments - 
local, state and federal, to do more to 
assist and build Australia’s recycling 
sector. 

So it’s no surprise that the issue of how 
we manage the 64 million tonnes of 
waste Australia produces each year has 
become a barbecue stopper – 
particularly since China’s decision not 
to import anything but the most 
pristine products for recycling.   

Australia has only been exporting 
about four per cent of our waste to 
China for recycling. While that doesn’t 
sound much, it represents 1.3 million 
tonnes of waste, and includes around 
30 per cent of our paper and cardboard 
and 35 per cent of recyclable plastics.  

These are the products we so 
enthusiastically put into our recycling 
bins.   

War on Waste starts in the West 
So the debate prompted by China’s 
decision has raised questions like, how 
much do we really know about what 
happens after we’ve popped that glass 
jar or plastic bottle in the recycling 
bin?  Where does it go, who processes 
it, and what can it be used to produce?  
Who knew, for example, that recycled 
glass could be used to make new 
roads? Or that recycled plastics can be 
used in decking or to create shipping 
pallets? 

At the Meeting of the Environment 
Minister’s the other week in 
Melbourne, I, along with my colleague 
Minister Frydenberg and environment 
ministers from all of our states and 
territories and local government 
representatives, tackled these and other 
issues around how we manage our 
waste. 

Together we’ve come up with a 
national ‘war on waste’ plan to help 
Australians reduce, reuse and recycle. 

It was clear at the meeting that in many 
ways, China has presented us with a 
great opportunity to work harder for 
both environmental outcomes and 
economic opportunities in our waste 
management.  

It is great news that collectively, 
ministers have endorsed a target of 100 
per cent of all Australian packaging 
being recyclable, compostable or 
reusable by 2025 or earlier. 
Governments will work with the 
Australian Packaging Covenant 
Organisation, representing more than 

900 leading industry companies, to 
deliver this target. 

Together we will scope what domestic 
recycling facilities we have, and 
develop our national recycling 
industry to not only take and process 
the waste that would have gone to 
China, but use it as an opportunity to 
grow our own domestic capabilities.   
The value of recovered materials in 
our country is already $2.9 billion and 
rising, which holds enormous promise 
for jobs and growth.  

Ministers also agreed to advocate for 
increased use of recycled materials in 
the goods that government and 
industry buy, such as paper, road 
materials, and construction materials, 
and to collaborate on creating new 
markets for recycled materials. 

We also need to explore opportunities 
to advance waste-to-energy and waste-
to-biofuels projects, as part of a 
broader suite of industry growth 
initiatives, recognising the reduction, 
reuse and recycling of waste as a 
priority. As part of this, we have 
committed to reviewing and updating 
the 2009 Waste Strategy by year’s end.  

On food, we reaffirmed our 
commitment to halving Australia’s 
food waste by 2030. I applaud the 
communities and individuals who are 
already contributing to this target, 
encouraging residual food waste to be 
composted rather than simply dumped 
is the next step. 

On product waste, we have fast-
tracked the development of product 
stewardship schemes for photovoltaic 
solar panels and batteries.  

This builds on existing and successful 
industry-led product stewardship 
approaches that manage products like 
televisions and computers, tyres and 
oil.   The welcome news that 94 per 
cent of cosmetic and personal care 
products such as conditioners, 
shampoos and face washes in Australia 
are now free of damaging microbeads 
shows what industry can achieve 
without regulation. 

Finally, of course we can aim simply 
to produce less waste – something 
Western Australians seem to be good 
at.  The most recent National Waste 
Report found that WA produced the 
smallest Municipal Solid Waste 
amounts in the country by sending 
only 1.6Mt of waste to council tips.  
However we aren’t so good at turning 
waste to resources with a resource 
recovery rate of 42 per cent – that’s 
nine percentage points below the 
Australian average.  

So I encourage all West Australians to 
join in this war on waste. Together 
with all levels of government and 
industry, consumers can make a 
difference. From avoiding small plastic 
bags in supermarkets to purchasing 
products made from recycled materials 
– we can reverse a global trend and 
stop plastics ending up in the bellies of 
marine life, and perhaps more 
importantly, our children.  
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PLACE YOUR TRADES ADVERT 
 

Fantastic, affordable exposure for 
your business 

 
Min 4 editions—$30 per issue 

8 editions—$25 per issue 
12 editions—$22 per issue 

Artwork is $30 
 

Email  
marketing@merredincrc.com 

PHOTOCOPIERS COMMERCIAL 

PEST CONTROL GLASS SERVICES EARTH MOVING 

COMPUTER TECH SUPPORT CARPENTER 

PLUMBER PLUMBER 

ROOF MAINTENANCE YOUR TRADE 

CLASSIFIEDS 
For Sale 

Free-Range Isa Brown Chooks 16 months old 
$10 each.  Buy 10 get one free.  Pullets at $25.  
Taking orders from Merredin and all surrounding 
towns.  Call Maurice 0407 381 114. 
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Netball 

Merredin Netball Results 

Round 2 

Saturday 12th May 

Juniors 

Titans 36 d. Gems 32 

Fairest & Best: Molly Walsh,  Ethan 
Creek, Josie Hayden 

Blues 41 d.  Karni Jewels 21 

Fairest & Best: Brooklyn Garlett, 
Mia Barnett, Alyssa Taylor 

A1 

Titans 49 d. Gems 33 

Fairest & Best: Erin Keamy, Jorja 
Downsborough, Shayley Hendriks 

Jets 43 d. Karni Jewels 33 

Fairest & Best: Steph Walsh, Sonya 
Smith, Liana Craine 

A2 

Blues 57 d. Jets 26 

Fairest & Best: Rebecca Nelson, 
Brooke Major, Daniela Navales 

Gems 38 d. Titans 28 

Fairest & Best: Kristie Higgins, Tash 
Crees, Alyssa Ghirardi 

Gems 52 d. Karni Jewels 31 

Fairest & Best: Maddy Lane, Bonnie 
Wallam, Tnaya Withers 

 

Round 3 

Thursday 17th May 

Juniors 

Gems 36 d. Jets 18 

Fairest & Best: Ella DeLacy, 
Baileigh-Rose Grant, Maddi Hook 

Titans 32 d. Karni Jewels 31 

Fairest & Best: Rikkia Dalgetty, 
Emma Hassack, Olivia 
Downsborough 

Central Wheatbelt Netball 

Beacon (52) d. Kalannie (45) 

Bencubbin (40) d. Nungarin (34) 

Koorda (38) d. Mukinbudin (24) 

Best Player, Players Choice or 
Player of the Day 

Beacon—Carly Hymus 

 Games Played Wins Losses Points 

Bencubbin 7 6 1 24 

Mukinbudin 7 5 2 20 

Nungarin 7 4 3 16 

Koorda 7 4 3 16 

Kalannie 7 1 6 4 

Beacon 7 1 6 4 

Bencubbin—Dannelle Foley 

Kalannie—Gabby Severin 

Koorda—Laura Chandler 

Mukinbudin—Shannon Poultney 

Nungarin—Lisa O’Neil 

19th May 2018 

By ERICA CARLSON 

Merredin Netball Association sent 
two teams to the Wheatbelt Netball 
Regional Carnival held in Northam 
on May 20th. The teams were 
selected from the MNA Junior 
Development Training Program 
currently being ran on Wednesday 
afternoons.  

Michelle deLacy and Alyce 

A1 

Gems 49 def Karni Jewels 31 

Fairest & Best: Emily Drakeford, 
Jacinta Herbert, Shayley Hendriks 

Jets 43 d.  Titans 35 

Fairest & Best: Steph Walsh, Jorja 
Downsborough, Vickie Greenwood 

A2 

Titans 37 d.  Blues 27 

Fairest & Best: B Garlett, P Silver, C 
Brooker 

Gems 45 d.  Jets 41 

Fairest & Best: Jessica Prowse, Kiara 
Flanagan, Alannah Richards 

Gems 51 d. Karni Jewels 11 

Fairest & Best: Sharon Alvaro, 
Georgina Squire, Kristie Higgins 

 

Round 4 

Saturday 19th May 

Juniors 

Titans 59 d. Blues 22 

Fairest & Best: Emma Hassack, 
Ethan Creek, Brooklyn Garlett 

Jets 36 d. Karni Jewels 36 

Fairest & Best: Ellie Downsborough, 
Jessica Lloyd, Rikkia Dalgetty 

A1 

Bye 

A2 

Gems 46 d. Jets 26 

Fairest & Best: Alyssa Ghirardi, 
Georgina Squire, Ellie 
Downsborough 

Titans 81 d. Karni Jewels 17 

Fairest & Best: Tash Crees, Chloe 
Coomber, Rachael Hutchings 

Shooting 

Dave Allen (FTR) 100.0 

John Ayers (FS) 96.1 

Ray Maiolo (FO) 89.0 

Ray Maiolo 79.0 

Kellie Routledge 76.0 

Matt Lambert 73.0 

Bergen Routledge 63.0 

Steve King 62.0 

Anna Dejnek 56.0 

Dave Allen 52.0 

Skye King 6.0 

Merredin 
Rifle Club 

13th May 2018 

100 Yards 

600 Yards 

By MARGARET JOHNSTON 

In ideal weather the Bowling Club 
commenced the Winter Scroungers 
Competition for 2018.  It was 
pleasing to see a good crowd turn up 
with the overall winner being Matt 
France and the rink winners being 
Darren Postans, Bill Madigan, John 
Gearing, Wendy Postans and Debbie 
Heinrich with the chocolate winner 
being Frank Playforth.  

Scroungers are played every Sunday 
afternoon, names in by 1.30pm.  
Bowlers and non-bowlers are 
cordially invited.  

The Bowling Club held their AGM 
recently.   The Office Bearers for the 
2018-19 season are; President – John 
Gearing, Vice President – Norma 
Henderson, Mens Captain – Steve 
Gregory, Ladies Captain – Christine 
Stapely, Club Secretary – Debbie 
Heinrich, Ladies Secretary – Beth 
Gearing and Treasurer – Glenn 
Crees. 

Lawn Bowls 

Civic Bowling 

Wheatbelt Region Netball Carnival 

Under 13’s Merredin Netball team.  From back L-R: Chloe Lane, Phoebe Brooker, Maddy 
Hook, Caitlin Squire, Olivia Downsborough, Emma Irving, Chloe Carlson, Holly Alvaro, 

Tyler Bush.  Image courtesy of  Sharon Alvaro 

Rogerson the Association 
Development Officer’s at Merredin 
coached the 13’s and 14’s teams and 
were pleased how the teams 
performed.  

The girls enjoyed the experience and 
challenge of playing teams from 
around the Wheatbelt and the metro 
area. Thankyou to Kristie Higgins 
and Cindy Jolly for umpiring and 
Alyce for driving the bus.  
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Saturday 12th May  

Koorda (17.9-111) d. Bencubbin 
(10.9-69) 

Kalannie (22.15-147) d. Nungarin & 
Towns (2.2-14) 

Mukinbudin (23.15-153) d. Beacon 
(5.10-40) 

Football 

Central Wheatbelt Football League 
As at 21st May Games Wins Losses Points 

Bencubbin 6 5 1 24 

Koorda 6 4 2 20 

Mukinbudin 7 4 3 16 

Kalannie 7 3 4 12 

Beacon 6 2 4 12 

Nungarin & Towns 4 0 4 0 

By M. PATERSON 

A lot can happen in a week of 
football! Over the two Saturdays the 
Mukinbudin Rams enjoyed a 
massive 113 point victory against the 
Beacon Bombers, before being 
bounced back down to earth with a 
disappointing 35 point loss to the 

Koorda Kangas. 

The win over Beacon was setup by a 
best on ground performance by the 
inform Caleb Shadbolt. Shadbolt’s 
game included persistent rebound off 
half back, typical effective ball use 
and was finished off with two classy 
goals. Full forward Jared Beagley 
booted another eight goals to extend 
his lead in the CWFL 2018 goal 
kicking.  

In the loss to Koorda, ruckman Joel 
Shadbolt put in a stand-out 
performance with his quality tap 
work and plenty of possessions 
around the ground. Back man 
Hayden Sprigg is enjoying a 
consistent season and was solid in 
both games. Sprigg’s reading of the 
play, timely marks and rebound out 
defence were a highlight for the 
Rams. Other stand-out players in the 
last month include Matt Palm, 
Brodie Fiegert and Gerard Shadbolt 
who’ve all shown plenty of hardness 

Tim Paterson in action for the Muka 
Rams.  Image Courtesy of Pedro Sippe 

Saturday 19th May 

Bencubbin d. Nungarin & Towns by 
forfeit 

Kalannie (12.9-81) d. Beacon (9.6-
60) 

Koorda (12.15-87) d. Mukinbudin 
(8.6 –54) 

to win the footy and quality use with 
it.  

The Rams face a big challenge to 
bounce back this Saturday the 26th 
May against top of the ladder 
Demons in Bencubbin. 

SCOREBOARD 12 May 2018 

Mukinbudin Rams 23.15 (153) d.  
Beacon Bombers 5.10 (40) 

GOALS KICKERS: Jared Beagley 8, 
Matthew Palm 4, Gerard Shadbolt 3, 
Brodie Fiegert 3, Brayden Sprigg 
Dos Santos 2, Caleb Shadbolt 2, 
Aubrey Jacobs 1.  

BEST PLAYERS: Caleb Shadbolt, 
Jared Beagley, Matthew Palm, 
Brodie Fiegert, Gerard Shadbolt, 
Brayden Sprigg Dos Santos. 

SCOREBOARD 19 May 2018 

Koorda 12-15 (89) d. Mukinbudin 8-
6 (54) 

GOALS KICKERS: Jared Beagley 
2, Brodie Fiegert 2, Tim Paterson 2, 
Matthew Palm 1, Joel Shadbolt 1. 

BEST PLAYERS: Joel Shadbolt, 
Hayden Sprigg, Matthew Palm, 
Blake Smith, Brodie Fiegert, Tim 
Paterson, Jesse Booker. 

Muka Rams Recap 

Muka Rams in form back man Hayden 
Sprigg.  Image Courtesy of Pedro Sippe 

As at 21st May Wins Losses Draws Points 

Burracoppin 3 - 2 11 

Bruce Rock 3 1 1 10 

Merredin 2 3 - 6 

Narembeen - 4 1 1 

As at 21st May Wins Losses Draws Points 

Narembeen 5 - - 15 

Bruce Rock 3 2 - 9 

Merredin 1 4 - 3 

Burracoppin 1 4 - 3 

As at 21st May Wins Losses Draws Points 

Burracoppin 4 1 - 12 

Bruce Rock 3 1 1 10 

Narembeen 1 3 1 4 

Merredin - 3 2 2 

As at 21st May Wins Losses Draws Points 

Bruce Rock 4 - 1 13 

Merredin 3 1 1 10 

Narembeen 1 3 1 4 

Kellerberrin - 4 1 1 

Eastern Districts Hockey 

Hockey 

By ANJOEEN WELLS 

Saturday 12 May, Round 5 saw Merredin travel 
over to Bruce Rock to play on their new turf.  It 
was another warm day, which is definitely unusual 
this far into the season.  All players put up a great 
effort but Bruce Rock came out on top on the day 5
-1 winners. Congratulations to Josh Lane for his 
goal and award winners Sam Jarvis and Michael 
Doncon. 

Merredin Junior Hockey 
As at 21st 

May 
Plays Wins Losses Points 

Mukinbudin 6 6 0 12 

Bencubbin 6 3 2 7 

Koorda 6 3 3 6 

Beacon Ladies 5 1 3 3 

Towns 5 0 5 0 

Central Wheatbelt 
Ladies Hockey 

Bencubbin 3 d. Towns 0 

Bencubbin award: Player of the Day – Dannelle 
Foley 

Towns award: Best on Ground—Linda Vernon 

Mukinbudin 3 d. Koorda 1 

Mukinbudin Award: MVP—Ellen White 

Koorda Award: Players Choice—Melina Turriff 

19th May 2018 

Women 

B Grade 

Men 

Junior 

Saturday 19 May, Round 6 saw all teams in the 
association travel to Narembeen for our second 
Gala Day. With temperatures cooling slightly it was 
a much more pleasant day for players and 
spectators alike. Both Merredin and Narembeen 
teams seemed to lift and this made for a great 
defensive game with the final score Nil all.  Award 
winners for the day were Tyreese Ludke and 
William Elliot. 
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EDFL Results 

League 

Nukarni (11.11-77) d. Southern Cross 
(3.14-32) 

Corrigin (8.11-59) d. Narembeen (7.6-
48) 

Kulin/Kondinin (22.12-144) d. Hyden/
Karlgarin (3.7-25) 

Bruce Rock (18.15-123) d. Burracoppin 
(2.6-18) 

Football 

As at 21st May Games Wins Losses Points 

Nukarni 4 4 0 16 

Kulin/Kondinin 4 4 0 16 

Bruce Rock 4 3 1 12 

Corrigin 4 2 2 8 

Burracoppin 3 1 2 8 

Narembeen 4 1 3 4 

Southern Cross 4 0 4 0 

Hyden/Karlgarin 3 0 3 0 

As at 21st May Games Wins Losses Points 

Bruce Rock 4 4 0 16 

Kulin/Kondinin 4 3 1 12 

Nukarni 4 3 1 12 

Corrigin 4 2 2 8 

Southern Cross 4 2 2 8 

Narembeen 4 1 3 4 

Burracoppin 4 1 3 4 

Hyden/Karlgarin 4 0 4 0 

Reserves 

Nukarni (13.16-94) d. Southern Cross 
(3.4-22) 

Corrigin (7.8-50) d. Narembeen (5.8-38) 

Kulin/Kondinin (15.14-104) d. Hyden/
Karlgarin (0.1) 

Bruce Rock (7.10) d. Burracoppin (4.5-
29) 

League Ladder 

Reserves Ladder 

Round 4—19th & 20th May 2018 By KIP STAPELY 

The Nukarni Boys travelled to 
Southern Cross on the 19th May for 
Round 4  coming off a weeks bye.  
The boys were keen to get back into 
it and grabbed a couple of good 
wins, well done boys.  

Reserves 

Nukarni 13.16-94 d. Southern Cross 
3.4-22 

Goal Kickers: H. Shaw 3, M. 
Hayden 2, J. Dixon 2, C. Shaw, M. 
Musca, B. Zwarecz, B. Hayden, K. 
Stapely, M. Lane 

Best Players: H. Shaw, S. Delacy, B. 
Hayden, A. Ludke, B. Zwarecz  

Nukarni vs. Southern Cross 
League 

Nukarni 11.11-77 d. Southern Cross 
3.14-32 

Goal Kickers: M. Sharp 5, T. Steele 
3, M. Davis, M. Crook, M. Harrod 
Best Players: M. Davis, C. Crook, H. 
Onn, M. Crook  

Saturday 26th is derby week in 
Merredin with three massive games 
happening this weekend with our 
very first AFLW Derby with 
the  Nukarni She-Demons vs the 
Burra Pussy Cats.  Come down and 
support the Nukarni boys and girls in 
their games and lets make it three 
wins for the day.  

By NUKIARNI SHE-DEMON 

The in-form Nukarni She-Demons 
took to the oval Monday night for 
their second training session leading 
up to the much anticipated AFLW 
Merredin Derby on the 26th of May. 
The game will follow the EDFL 
men’s Derby between Nukarni and 
Burracoppin. Training this week 
saw 14 women hit the track. 

With Assistant Coach, Dave O’Neill 
running drills that the ladies took to 
like ducks to water, Coach Crook’s 
(Sue and Donna) were on the side 
line discussing tactics and positions 
(or possibly wondering how they 
ended up in the coaching position). 
With previous Coach, Chook Last 
stepping down (or getting the 
sack?!? – hope he’s paid his fine), 
the position was up for grabs, so 
who else to take on the role but two 

Nukarni She-Demons vs the Burra 
Pussy Cats in upcoming Derby 

of Nukarni’s finest lass’. 

With some familiar Nukarni names 
like Swarts, Carr, Newton and 
Hooper making up the team, it’s set 
to be a cracker of a game. The Pussy 
Cats have some hard hitters in their 
line up, but do not have the quick 
legs of Steph Walsh, Bonnie Wallan 
and Steph Gregory. The ruck is 
looking strong with Shana Murray 
ready to take on whoever the 
Pussy’s throw at her and Katelyn 
Lubcke will be kicking goals like 
Wayne Carey with her long bomb. 
Katie Cullinan and Kaylee Arthur 
are looking to show speed and 
agility in the mid field and Lisa 
O’Neill and Alyce Rogerson will be 
ever reliable in the back line. 

So get down and support the 
Nukarni She-Demons on Saturday 
the 26th of May!!! 

By GERARD BROWN 

In a rare Sunday game the Burra 
Cats hosted Bruce Rock, last year’s 
premiers in both grades. 

In warm conditions numbers were 
good with Ressie’s coach Kim Lane 
even having the luxury of a full 
bench at his disposal. The first 
quarter was a tight contest with both 
sides hard at it and saw Burra take a 
small lead into quarter time, kicking 
one and holding the visitor’s goal 
less. In the second quarter however 
the momentum swung the way of the 
reigning premiers who piled on five 
goals to take a handy lead into half 
time.  

We put up a much better showing 
after the main break winning the 
second half, but unfortunately the 
damage was already done, eventually 
going down 7.10 – 52 to 4.5 – 29 

Better players were Garrett 
Greenham who won the footy and 
rebounded all day, with his backline 
cohort Adam Elliott very good too. 
Experienced hands Shaun Baker and 
Regan Bennett also played well with 
youngster Rob Fitzsimons rounding 
out the best. 

It was a bit of a tougher day for the 
league side up against a very slick 
Bruce Rock outfit. The first half was 
fairly competitive with the home side 
managing to hang in through good 
tackling and pressure around the 
footy. While the defence was holding 

up well a lack of ability to add 
scoreboard pressure was telling 
which saw us down 6 goals at half 
time.   

The third quarter saw the contest 
maintained with the home side 
keeping the pressure and finally able 
to get a couple of goals. We couldn’t 
quite keep it going though with 
Bruce Rock piling on 6 unanswered 
goals in the last to run out 
comfortable winners the final 
scoreline 18.15 – 123 to 2.5 – 18 
which was a disappointing result for 
the Cats given the level of 
competitiveness.  

Better players were Ben Litterick, 
Severin Kerse and Mitch Price 
through the middle of the ground 
with Mathew Southall playing 
another good game down back. 

Burra vs. Bruce Rock 

Sam Papps marks Al Walker puts on the afterburners 

Garrett Greenham runs the ball out 
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Golf 

By TREVOR WATERHOUSE 

The golf season opened on 
Saturday the 28th of April with a 
two person Ambrose competition 
sponsored by Landmark. 

The winners of the day were Matt 
Motzel and Justin Watts with a 
nett score of 61 ¾, the runners up 
were Graham Motzel, Brian Bush 
and Adrian Irving with a nett score 
of 63 ¼ and third was Shaun 
Avery and Glenn Crees with a 64 
¼ nett. 

Novelties for the day were Jim 
Coleman on hole number 1 with 
the nearest third shot, hole number 
2 nearest the pin Matt Jacobson, on 
hole number 5 longest drive Matt 
Jacobson and on hole number 13 
nearest 2nd shot Matt Motzel. 

On Saturday 5th of May the 
members played a Stableford 
competition for the Merredin Carr 
Care Trophy. 

The day’s winner was Sharon 
Southall with 43 points, Runner 
Up was Matt Motzel with 40 
points and Justin Watts was third 
with 38 points on a countback 
from Craig Lane. 

 The novelties for the day were on 

Merredin Golf Season is under way 
hole number 3 nearest third shot 
Lyndsay Barker, nearest the pin on 
hole number 4 Trevor Thompson, 
nearest 2nd shot on hole number 9 
Glenn Crees, nearest 2nd shot on hole 
number 10 Justin Watts, best third 
shot on hole number 16 Sharon 
Southall and the longest putt on hole 
number 18 was Brian Thompson.  

Sharon Southall had the rare double 
of eagling holes number 15 and 16. 
Rob Gearing eagled hole number 6. 

The Tyres and More Trophy 
Stableford competition was played 
on Saturday the 12th May and the 
winner of the day with 41 points was 
Graham Motzel from runner up Jim 
Coleman with 39 points and third 
was Albie Koper with 38 points. 

Novelties for the day were best third 
shot on hole number 1 Duane Crabb, 
nearest the pin on hole number 2 
Lionel Price, nearest the pin on hole 
number 8 Yvonne Heinrich, best 
second shot on hole number 13 
Graham Motzel, nearest the pin on 
hole number 17 Peter Western and 
the longest putt on hole number 18 
Peter Western and the birdie pool 
winner was Craig Lane. 

Eastern Districts Panel Beaters 
supplied the trophies for the 4BBB 
held on Saturday the 19th May. The 

winners for the day were Graham 
and Matt Motzel with 47 points on a 
countback from Syd Crees and Jim 
Campbell. Third were Jess Hendriks 
and Trevor Waterhouse with 46 
points on a countback from Shaun 
Avery and Shaun Waterhouse. 

The novelties for the day were 
nearest the pin on hole number 2 
Graham Motzel, best third shot on 
hole number 3 Matt Motzel, nearest 
the pin on hole number 8 Brian 
Thompson, best third shot on hole 

number 11 Duane Crabb, nearest the 
pin on hole number 17 Glenn Crees 
and the longest putt on hole number 
18 Glenn Riethmuller and the birdie 
pool winners were Glenn 
Riethmuller and John Goodier. 

The competition for Saturday the 
26th May is a Par round for the M & 
W Kitchens Trophy and Saturday the 
2nd June is a stroke competition for 
the Wheatbelt Country Supplies 
Trophy.  


