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Australia Day 2019
By MERREDIN CRC

Australian.

Around 180 people came along to
the Merredin CRC for the Australia
Day Breakfast and enjoyed a
cooked ‘Full Australian Breakfast’
of sausages, scrambled eggs, bacon,
tomato, hash brown , baked beans
and toast with tea/coffee, juice and
fruit.

Formalities commenced at 9am
with the Merredin Army Cadets
raising the Australian flag and A
Choired Taste leading everyone
singing the National Anthem. The
Choir
continued
with
two
Australian’s favourite songs - True
Blue and I Am Australian which
had many people singing along.

Chairperson of the Merredin CRC,
Romolo
Patroni
welcomed
everyone and thanked Collgar Wind
Farm, Shire of Merredin and IGA
for their support which enabled the
event to happen.
Romolo gave a brief account of
Australia’s history and the reasons
to celebrate and be proud to be

Romolo spoke about the CRC
receiving a number of requests
about Australia Day Awards being
included in the Australia Day
Breakfast. The CRC approached
the Shire about undertaking these
Awards and it was very pleasing to
see these introduced at this year’s
Australia Day Breakfast. Romolo

handed over to Shire President, Ken
Hooper for the Australia Day
Awards.
Merredin Shire President Ken
Hooper announced the eight
nominees for Citizen of the Year
and Senior Citizen of the Year at
the Australia Day Breakfast at the
Merredin CRC and presented each
nominee that was in attendance on
the day with a Certificate – Marilyn
Sayers, Asha Carr, Tash Caplan,
Gemma Romeo, Rebecca Ryan,
Michelle Gethin, David Pirovich
and Esther Robartson. Cr Hooper
said all the nominees have
demonstrated leadership and have
been brilliant achievers and role
models.
Cr Hooper announced
2019 Citizen of the Year to
Michelle Gethin and Esther

Merredin Army Cadets raised the
Australian flag

Robartson was announced the 2019
Senior Citizen of the Year.
Some of the Citizen of the Year
Nominees . Image courtesy of the Shire
of Merredin

A Choired Taste lead guests in the
Australian anthem, with CRC Chair Romolo
Patroni. Image courtesy of the Shire of
Merredin

Volunteers Rachael and Hannah Gearing
kept the coffee flowing all morning

Merredin had one person undertake
the Citizenship pledge to become an
(Continued on page 3)
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
UPCOMING EVENTS
Every Saturday & Sunday
Tammin Markets—Puma Roadhouse, Tammin,
9am—1pm—Call Graeme Button 9637 1098.
Friday 1st February
Fringe World Variety Gala Adult Show. 8pm,
Cummins
theatre.
Book
at
www.cumminstheatre.com.au
Saturday 2nd February
Fringe World Circus Spectacular Family Show.
12noon—2pm, Cummins Theatre. Book at
www.cumminstheatre.com.au
Merredin Fringe World Children’s Have-a-go
Workshop.
2pm—4pm, Cummins Theatre.
Book at www.cumminstheatre.com.au
Tuesday 19th February
Merredin Community Forum. 6pm, Shire of
Merredin.
REGULAR EVENTS
0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for
0—4 year olds. Contact Emma Fitzsimons on
9041 0962 or efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au
A Choired Taste – A community singing group.
All levels. Monday evening at the Senior Centre.
7.00 pm to 9.00 pm. Further information
Langley Smith 0409 106 649.

All Saints Anglican Church—Cnr Haig Rd and
South Ave. 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 10am, 2nd &
4th Sundays 11.30am. Rev’d Brett Guthrie 0427
605 331.
Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until
9.30pm at the Masonic Lodge in Coronation St.
First night is free. Beginners to advanced. Call
Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see Sue at the
Chemist or Lyn at the Post Office.
Church of Christ—Throssell Road, 10am Sunday
Worship
and
Sunday
School
Ph
0408 484 711.
Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on
0411 984 123 for more info.
Merredin Camera Club—Email Daina for more
info at dainasutherland@bigpond.com.
Merredin Churches Fraternal—Meet on the
fourth Wednesday of the Month at 10am at the
Uniting Church. PO Box 463, Merredin, Malcolm
Clark 9041 5215.
Merredin Community Resource Centre—
meetings held third Wednesday of the month
5.30pm at the CRC. All Welcome.
Merredin Museum & Historical Society—
Meetings first Wednesday of the month 5.00pm
at Railway Museum. All Welcome.

Produced fortnightly

Upcoming Editions
15th February
1st March, 15th March & 29th March
Available as an online subscription,
www.merredincrc.com
Currently distributing @ 600 copies to
Bencubbin, Bruce Rock, Cadoux, Corrigin,
Doodlakine, Kellerberrin, Merredin,
Mukinbudin, Narembeen, Nungarin,
Southern Cross, Tammin, Trayning &
Westonia.

Seventh-day Adventist Church—Kitchener
Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship, 9.30am
Saturday Bible Study. Ph 0457 423 060 or
9045 3056.
St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kellerberrin—
8:00am every Sunday. Father Andrew Bowron
Ph 9041 1118.
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Merredin—South
Avenue, Sundays 10.30am. Saturday evenings
6.30pm. Father Andrew
Bowron, Ph
9041 1118.
Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the
Merredin Library, for children up to 5 years old.
Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their
stories or just listen. Mondays 10.00am—
11.30am, starting with morning tea. Senior’s
Centre. $1.
Tribal Bellydance—join the Junk Room Gypsies,
classes Mondays 5.30, 110 Barrack Street. For
all ages, sizes and levels of fitness. “If you can
walk, you can dance”. Call Kirsty on 0400 206
616.
Uniting Church—Fifth Street, 9am Sunday
Service, Ph 0457 329 850.

SPIKE SAYS

THE PHOENIX
Merredin Community Resource Centre
110 Barrack Street, Merredin
Ph: 9041 1041 Fax: 9041 1042
Deadlines
(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE)
Articles: 5pm Wednesday
Adverts: Booking 5pm Thursday
Copy finalised 11am Friday
Classifieds: 10am Monday
Contacts:
Content/production—Kirsty Rochford
9041 1041
administration@merredincrc.com
Content—Debbie Morris 9041 1041
merredin@crc.net.au
Advertising—Shara Williams
marketing@merredincrc.com

Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30. Call Steve
for more info on 0428 412 213.
Merredin United in Prayer—28th February.
People’s Baptist Church—Kellerberrin, 10am
Sunday Worship, Ph 0435 284 796.
Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30
during the school term at Throssell Road,
opposite the pool. Contact Carissa Amm on
0433 340 441.
Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 12
noon, Shed Restaurant unless otherwise
advised, contact Julie Townrow 0429 411 377 or
email julietownrow@westnet.com.au
Revolution Youth—Church of Christ, Throssell
Road, Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms),
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167.
Senior’s Centre—Craft group Wednesday
mornings 9.30—11.30, bring your own crafts,
learn a new craft or just come for a chat. Friday
mornings 10am Carpet Bowls new and old
players welcome.
Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday
morning 10.00—11.30am at the Senior’s Centre.
Free. All welcome.
Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00pm
at the Senior’s Centre. Afternoon tea to follow.
Free.

What’s your plans for Valentine’s Day?
John Thyne—Thumbs up for
Christine and John Thyne,
married 63 years!
Bruce Rock CRC – Thumbs
up to our local Men’s Shed
for their support towards the
upcoming Community Colour
run, as well as the number of
volunteers who have put their
hands up to help on the day.

Leanne Nunn – Thumbs up
to the Bruce Rock CRC staff
for creating and maintaining
a programme that engages
and provides a point of
engagement for youth year
round and provides extra
activities during school
holidays. Well done ladies!
Shelley Jetta – Thumbs up to
the Shire of Bruce Rock and
to all the Cleaners who do an
amazing job keeping the
town so clean.

K-Lee Booth –
Taken out for
lunch by my
partner and be
surrounded by
my gorgeous
family for a
family tea.

Jess Lawson –
Going out to
dinner with my
hubby,
spending a
great day with
him and later
Netflix and
chill.

Alex
Batterbury –
Going up to
Merredin Peak
for a hike
before coming
home for
movies in bed.

Ross—On the
14th Feb 1966
I was 16 and
romantic. Now
14th Feb 2019
I’ll spoil Kaye.
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Australia Day 2019 cont.
(Continued from page 1)

Australian Citizen,
Chenginimattam.

Mr

Abin

The Australia Day Breakfast in
Merredin could not happen without
a lot of support and in addition to
the wonderful support from Collgar
Wind Farm, Shire of Merredin and
IGA, many volunteers helped out
both at the Breakfast and the day
before including the Merredin
Men’s Shed, Cadets, A Choired
Taste, Merredin CRC and around 20
individual volunteers.

In Narembeen The Australia Day
Awards were presented at the
Australia Day Breakfast and
Awards
Ceremony
at
the
Narembeen Aquatic Centre. The
Shire of Narembeen mentioned how
very proud of the achievements, the
commitment and the contributions
the Award winners have made to
Narembeen.

and Elena, Ronwald & Gavin
Rojas.
What wonderful communities we
live in, it makes you proud to be
Australian.

Citizen of the Year was presented to
Caroline Robinson, Senior Citizen
of the Year was presented to Eddie
Dixon and Active Citizenship to
Dorcas Clothing.
Australia Day was especially
significant for four Narembeen
residents who took the pledge to
become
Australian
Citizens,
congratulations to Kanta Thavare
Volunteers Avril Parker and Audiene
McCrae

Volunteers Jan Whisson and Glenda
Starcevich

Citizen of the Year Awards: Senior Citizen
of the Year—Eddie Dixon, Active
Citizenship—Dorcas Clothing, Citizen of
the Year —Caroline Robinson. Image
courtesy of the Shire of Narembeen

New Australian Citizen, Kanta Thavare
and family. Image courtesy of the Shire
of Narembeen

New Australian Citizens, Rojas Family.
Image courtesy of the Shire of
Narembeen

New Australian Citizen, Abin
Chenginimattam. Image courtesy of the
Shire of Merredin
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Police Report
By
Sergeant
PATTERSON

MICHAEL

The holiday season is now over, a time
when many of you hit the road to
travel to various locations around the
state. Merredin Police hope that you
all enjoyed your break and made it to
your destinations safely. Police were
highly visible on the roads and stopped
vehicles frequently. We appreciated
you being patient and also vigilant
regarding your obligations to the law
and to the safety of other road users.
Over the Australia Day weekend from
midnight Friday 25th January until
midnight on Monday 28th January
2019, the following offences incurred
double demerit points, as an extra
deterrent against unlawful road use
behaviour;

 Seatbelt
drivers

offences

pertaining

to

 Driving with a Blood Alcohol
Content of or above 0.05
 Presence of prescribed illicit drugs
or fail to supply oral or blood
sample
 Contravene a red traffic control
signal or arrow
 The illegal use of mobile phones
With summer here it is also important
to understand the risk posed to life and
property during periods of high fire
danger.

If you see suspicious activity regarding
a fire or suspect someone is behaving
in an unusual manner please contact us
immediately so we can attend and
assess the situation. Wilfully lighting
fires is a serious offence which can
have very tragic consequences.
Several people from Merredin are
currently spending time in prison as a
result of incidents investigated by
Merredin Police from late last year. A
39 year old male was sentenced to 9
months
imprisonment
for
his
involvement in the Aggravated
Burglary at Wheatbelt Country
Supplies in September. A 34 year old
female has been remanded in custody
since November 21st for a series of
alleged offences, including Possessing
Methyl-amphetamine with Intent to
Sell or Supply. A 37 year old male has
been charged with weapons and assault
offences, after an alleged violent
incident on New Year’s Eve in town.
He has been remanded in custody since
his arrest. A 36 year old male also
spent time in custody over Christmas
and New Year at the Goldfields
Regional Prison. He was apprehended
in Kalgoorlie after fleeing Merredin in
September when he was wanted for a
series of alleged offences, including
domestic assaults, assaulting police and
criminal damage.

As always, if you have information on
crime or criminal activity, call us direct
on 9041 1322, or call 131444, or if you
want to remain anonymous, call Crime.

My Thoughts
Thank you Merredin
So once again I ask myself, why do
we live in a desert? The wife hates
me asking this, she says I sound
like a broken record, I don’t know
why I put myself through this every
year, I know I swelter and melt into
a blob of uselessness, everyone
around me can see it. So why do I
do it you may ask? The less
charitable may even say go away
then if you hate the place so much.
And that there is the rub, it is the
extreme heat I don’t like, not the
place, it’s the people that is the
reason why we are still here, after
47 years in Merredin it only stands
to reason that I know a lot of
people, most I might add are the
salt of the earth.
There are several times in the past
when locals have come to my aid,
like the time one Easter, we had
worked 5 days with little or no
sleep, and when we had finished I
should have gone to bed, but being
young and bullet proof, I decided to
ride my horse instead.
After about 5 or 6 kilometres I
apparently fell asleep, my horse as
the story goes turned around and
headed home,
the next thing I
remember is a hand on my leg
saying are you alright? Wake up;
where else would someone see
that? And think I’d better follow
him in case he falls off.
Another time I had an accident on
my motor bike (yes I used to ride
one) I remember flying over the car
I hit. Hanging onto the handle bars,
and bike and I somersaulting over
the car and hitting the road, I woke
up in hospital, once again a
Merredinite had come to the rescue
and made sure I got to hospital.
And what can I say about the many
people who came to the aid of my
family when I was taken seriously
ill? Their thoughtfulness and care

Kevin
Tengvall
and yes love
overwhelming.

was

and

is

Then more recently I suddenly had
a dizzy spell in town, crashed up
against a shop window, I knew if I
moved I would fall over,
(ironically the shop I fell against
was BWS and no I had not just
sampled their wares!)
Luckily for me I saw Spike getting
into his car and asked him for a
hand, and without any hesitation
he helped me to his car and sat
with me for half an hour until I had
recovered sufficiently to get
myself home.
Once again Merredin community
spirit in action.

So the question is? Do I dream of
cooler climates? You bet I do. Do I
dream of mountains and rivers and
green paddocks, the ocean? Yep of
course I do.
We should all have dreams I think,
will we leave any time soon?
Probably not?
The days of extreme heat are not
usually more than 5 or 6 days in
total, which leaves 360 days of
moderate temperature.
As for oceans, mountains, green
paddocks and rivers, we can
always take a holiday.
Can we replace our friends and
community? Not easily.
So I will finish now with a
heartfelt Thank you Merredin.
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Court Report
22nd January 2019
Aaron Bradshaw was convicted of
possessing
a
prohibited
drug
(Cannabis) and of possessing drug
paraphernalia in or on which there
was a prohibited drug or plant, was
fined $500 and was ordered to pay
costs of $205.30.
Simon Hebditch was convicted of
possessing a prohibited weapon and
of depositing litter or causing litter to
be deposited on any land or into any
waters without consent, he was fined
$500 and ordered to pay costs of
$205.30.
Mitchell Henry was convicted of
causing or permitting a vehicle to be
driven contrary to the conditions of a
permit, for using an unlicensed
vehicle on a road, for failing to
display P plates and for failing to give
notification of change of personal
details, he was fined $500, ordered to
pay costs of $205.30 and to pay a half
annual licence fee of $173.20.
Sean Kelly was found guilty of
driving contrary to the conditions of
an extraordinary licence, he was fined
$300 and ordered to pay costs of
$205.30.

Library Musings
By WENDY PORTER Merredin
Librarian
The holidays are over and it is back
to work or school or just everyday
lives. Make everything a little bit
brighter by finding something
interesting from the Merredin
Library.
SBS has resumed its long journeys.
Did you know that you don’t have
to wait for SBS but can check out
lots of journeys through the library?
Whilst not the whole trip see the
highlights. For example, try ‘Great
Continental Railway Journeys:
series 2’ with Michael Portillo.
Experience railway journeys from
Madrid to Gibraltar, Turin to
Venice,
Dresden
to
Kiel,
Copenhagen to Oslo, Prague to
Munich and Bordeaux to Bilbao,
355 minutes of scenery and
interesting tales. Or perhaps you
would prefer ‘Great Indian Railway
Journeys: series 1’ where Michael
Portillo takes you from Amritsar to
Shimla, Jodhpur to New Delhi,
Mysuru to Chennai and Lucknow to
Kolkata.
For something a little different.
‘Everything tastes better crumbed’
gives you comedian Dave O’Neil’s
interesting take on life. According
to Dave, peanuts used to be great

until they started killing people, a
mini bus equals fun and maybe
people who do karate secretly want
a fight. From the cover of the book
– “forget the newspapers, forget the
telly, forget the man down at the
corner shop who thinks he knows
the state of the world – all you need
to know lies in this book.”
I’m sure many of you made lots of
New Year’s Resolutions (mine was
not to make one) and possible one
of them was to bring more order
into your life.
‘The Clutter
connection’ by Cassandra Aarssen
offers tips about how your
personality type may determine why
you organise things the way you do.
Cassandra believes that you can
finally become clutter free by
knowing yourself better. Are you a
butterfly (fun-loving and creative), a
bee (detail oriented), a ladybird
(carefree, outgoing and maybe
slightly neurotic) or a cricket (a
classic organiser)? Find out what
each means.
The Merredin Library is back to
normal opening hours. Come in and
ask staff about how to access
eBooks, eAudiobooks, eMagazines
and even video-streaming free for
library members. And remember
membership to the library is free for
all residents.

Salvatore Nardi was convicted of
driving with a prescribed illicit drug
in oral fluid or blood, he was fined
$300, was ordered to pay costs of
$205.30 and to pay an analyst fee of
$185.

Naomi Netherway plead guilty to
driving a motor vehicle under the
influence of alcohol, she was fined
$900, ordered to pay cost of $205.30
and had her licence suspended for 10
months.
James Patton was convicted of
careless driving, of being the driver
of a vehicle involved in an incident
where property was damaged, failed
to stop as required to do so and of
failing to ensure that a vehicle mass,
dimension or load requirements were
complied with, he was fined $3000
and ordered to pay costs of $205.30.
Jade Te-Huia plead guilty to
exceeding the speed limit between 10
and 19km/h and of having no
authority to drive (never held), she
was fined $500, ordered to pay costs
of $205.30 and had her licence
suspended for 3 months.
Aaron Wright was found guilty of
being a person who having been
served with a data access order,
without reasonable excuse, failed to
obey that data access order, he was
convicted of possessing a prohibited
drug with intent to sell or supply
(Methylamphetamine), was found
guilty
of
possessing
drug
paraphernalia in or on which there
was a prohibited drug or plant, of
having no firearms cabinet and of
being an unlicensed person who
possesses firearm/ammunition, he
was fined $800. He received a 3
month imprisonment order.
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Celebrating 100 years of the
Merredin Agricultural Society
In 2018, the Merredin Show
celebrated 100 years since the first
Show in 1918, which was held in the
Ratepayers Hall on 21 September.
Brief History
The 1918 Merredin Show was
organised
by
the
Merredin
Horticultural and Industrial Society
(Merredin H & I Society), which was
constituted in 1918.
In early 1919, the President of the
Merredin H & I Society, Mr William
Telfer, set about the organisation of
an agricultural society for Merredin
and at a meeting held on 26th July
1919, the H & I Society was reorganised
as
the
Merredin
Agricultural Society, with Frederick
Growden as its foundation President
and William Telfer as Secretary.
The Merredin Agricultural Society
applied for assistance from the Road
Board, who provided buildings and
fixtures on the Recreation Ground
and the date of the show was set for
3 October 1919.
On the day before the show there
was incessant rain and the
Recreation Ground became a
quagmire and so the exhibits were
moved to the Ratepayers Hall and
cattle were paraded and judged in
front of Duff’s Hotel.
The Society survived and the annual
shows were held regularly up until
the Second World War, when the
Society went into recess for four
years, with the next show being held
on 14 September 1946, which was
very successful and the Society went
forward with an upsurge of
confidence.

President of the Merredin H & I
Society.
The history and records from 1960 up
until more recent times is sketchy,
which includes when the Society
changed from Merredin Agricultural
Society to Merredin and Districts
Agricultural Society etc. The current
Show Committee are keen to fill in
the gaps, so if anyone has any
information, please contact the Show
Coordinator, Kirsty Rochford at the
Merredin CRC.
Present Day
With the Show changing from the
traditional agricultural theme to more
of a community show with a range of
different entertainment each year, the
Merredin and Districts Agricultural
Society spent considerable time over
the past 18 months reviewing the
Constitution and objectives of the
Society.
The new objectives are:

 To provide Merredin and the
surrounding areas with a quality
event
that
strengthens
the
community spirit and encompasses
all aspects of the community.
 To ensure that the Merredin Show
provides a varied range of
activities and exhibits for each
event that the community would
not normally have access to.
 To actively encourage
participation and support.

local

The Merredin Show became a two
day event with estimated attendance
of over 7,000 people to the 1957
Show.

With 2019 being the 100 year
milestone
of
the
Merredin
Agricultural Society it seemed the
perfect opportunity to celebrate the
achievements of this group over this
time, but move forward and create
new history with a new name and
focus.

In 1960, Mr Geoff Telfer was elected
President
of
the
Merredin
Agricultural Society, the son of Mr
William Telfer the inaugural

So we are pleased to announce the
Merredin and Districts Agricultural
Society is now MERREDIN SHOW
INC.

The Grand Parade of Cattle at the 1919 Merredin Agricultural Show
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Love is coming to Merredin…..
By JUSTIN FREIND
Around the world, people love. They
sing for love, they dance for love,
they compose poems and stories
about love. They tell myths and
legends about love. They pine for
love, they live for love, they kill for
love, and they die for love.
Anthropologists have found evidence
of romantic love in 170 societies.
They’ve never found a society that
did not have it. Helen Fisher, The
Brain In Love.
I Want To Know What Love Is
throws a spotlight on long-buried
memories,
bedroom
fantasies,
crushes and conquests. Acclaimed
Queensland performance collective
The Good Room asked members of
the public to anonymously submit
their stories of love - fragments and
memories,
confessions
and
admissions
–
and
they’ve
transformed those secret submissions
into magnificent declarations centre
stage.

with Queensland Theatre, the work
had a subsequent sold-out return at
Brisbane Powerhouse’s Wonderland
Festival in 2015, and a Melbourne
season at Provocare Festival in 2017.
This thrilling production is on
national tour in 2018.
This is for everyone who’s ever
loved. Anyone who’s ever hurt. This
is for you.
I Want To Know What Love Is has
been created using anonymous
submissions from the general public
– declarations of love, secret
confessions, and beautifully-personal
anecdotes and stories. For the 2019
touring version of the show, your
audiences have the opportunity to
submit their stories to The Good
Room, to potentially be included in
the show.

Submission #87: “It’s been years, but
I still think of you and wonder ‘What
could have been?’”

Submissions are now open at
www.wewantyourlove.com,
short
and sweet, lengthy or sour, we want
to hear from you. Pen that love letter.
Write the telephone conversation you
can’t have. Whisper that secret
moment (you know the one). Or
maybe just tell us their name.

Submission #346: “I choose to say it
did not fail. It just finished.”

All submissions are anonymous and
treated with care.

Submission #302: “Jemma forever
xo”

So don’t miss out on I Want To
Know What Love Is and book now
at www.cumminstheatre.com.au or
in person at the Cummins Theatre or
Central Wheatbelt Visitors Centre.

Following a sold-out premiere
season in Brisbane Festival 2014

Channel 9 Police Excellence Awards
and Senior Constable Ben Ferris
from Merredin Police was a
finalist in that process.

Mark Tobiassen, Laura and Ben Ferris and Inspector Gordon Fairman

By Senior Sergeant
TOBIASSEN

MARK

Every year Channel 9 in
conjunction with WA Police and
other sponsors run the Channel 9
Police Excellence Awards. There
are 2 categories for the awards, an

individual category and a team
category. Police officers and
police teams from all over the state
are nominated by members of the
public for the good work they do
in the communities in which they
live. The 2018 awards were
announced on 6 December 2018

Ben has been serving the
Merredin
community
since
December 2017 and during that
time has made a significant
impact on the young people of
town. He ran the demo derby
project which is set to continue
again this year. He volunteers his
time to help mentor and supervise
our local army cadets. He also
runs the local Wheatbelt Youth
Council helping young people
look for opportunities to serve the
community, as an example, they
successfully completed the purple
bench project in Barrack Street.
Ben has done much of this work
in the past in his own time, to the
detriment
of
his
family
sometimes, so we also appreciate
the sacrifices made by his wife
Laura and their three small
children.
The awards process is quite
complex involving several stages
of assessment. Ben initially made
the top 10 which he was chuffed
about and then late in the year we

found out that he had made the
top 3 in the individual category
and was invited to attend the
awards ceremony in December.
Although he did not win the
award, being one of the finalists is
a really big deal. There are over
5000 police officers in the state
and many do great things in their
communities, resulting in many
nominations, so for Ben to make
the finalists really says something
about the work he has done here
in Merredin.
On a side note he was also
successful in his nomination for
promotion to Sergeant which will
occur in the near future.
Unfortunately that means he’ll be
moving and we’ll miss his
dedication and dry sense of
humour. Fortunately there are
many other officers here in
Merredin who are just as
dedicated and committed to the
work in this town as Ben has
demonstrated, so we will continue
to do our best to serve you. Well
done Ben and good luck in the
future.
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Travelling Phoenix
New Zealand
By Pr MALCOLM EASTWICK
Recently some of the Eastwick clan
when on an amazing adventure.
Adonijah and Pr. Malcolm attended
the
Unstoppable
Pathfinder
Camporee (ref. The Phoenix – Jan.
18, 2019) with the Pilbara Pathfinder
Club (Karratha and Port Hedland).
After the fantastic Camporee, we had
a few days exploring the sights and
sounds of Melbourne including Luna
Park, the Zoo, trams, and shops
where we were joined by Anastasia
(Merredin CRC Administrator) and
Alethea.

stomping
grounds”
Christchurch and Dunedin.

around

We also visited Kaikoura, Hamner
Springs and the Moeraki Boulders
along with numerous activities
around Christchurch NZ.

We then flew across the ditch to
Aotearoa aka New Zealand. It was a
wonderful time of catching up with
family and friends and revisiting “old

Adonijah at Baldwin Street, Dunedin, the
steepest street in the world

Alethea and Anastasia outside
Melbourne Train Station

Alethea standing on the Moeraki
Boulders, Otago
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Travelling Phoenix
No 2 Australian Independent Company (2/2 Commando Squadron – Double Reds)
By DEBBIE MORRIS
History
The story of the 2/2 begins in early
1941 when about 270 officers and men
were trained at a secret army base at
Wilsons Promontory, Victoria, to be
sent on secret missions into enemyoccupied territory in Europe. Japan’s
entry into the war changed their
destination.
The men of this unit were specially
chosen for their mental and physical
toughness, and for their knowledge of
the bush. Many were drawn from the
wheatbelt of Western Australia and
beyond, and were at home in the bush
and knew instinctively how to live off
the land. Some from around Merredin
included Stan Payne, Malcolm Herbert
and Ray Aitken. More than half the
men in the company’s three original
platoons came from WA, while the
officers and signallers were drawn
mainly from the eastern states. They
were trained in April-May 1941 by a
special mission of British officers who
came from the newly formed Special
Operations Executive (SOE). When
they marched out of “The Prom” in
May 1941, wearing their distinctive
double-red diamond patch, they were
known as the 2nd Independent
Company. Later in the war they became
the 2/2 Commando Squadron, but they
were more often known as “the secondsecond”.
One of the great stories of the second
World War, which has largely been
untold. A story of true Aussie grit and
survival over seemingly insurmountable
odds. The 2/2 were 270 strong, with
generally the Japanese numbers being
estimated between 10,000 and 15,000.
The only troops who did not yield in the
face of the Japanese invasion. “They
alone did not surrender.” Winston
Churchill remarked of them.
The Timor Campaign
The 2/2 men sailed from Darwin on 8
December 1941 bound for the island of
Timor. They left Darwin just hours after
they learned of the bombing of Pearl
Harbor. The company was to form part
of Sparrow Force, a 1,400-man unit that
was one of several deployed to islands
north of Australia as part of what
proved to be a disastrous deployment by
the Australian army. Sparrow Force
first landed at Kupang, capital of the
Dutch Territory of West Timor, before
then being deployed to Dili, capital of
the neutral territory of Portuguese
Timor on 17 December 1941.
The deployment to Timor caused an
international furore because the
Portuguese government in Lisbon
protested. The UK government agreed
and it persuaded Australia and the
Dutch to withdraw their forces. Before
they could withdraw, the Japanese put
in place an invasion plan that began
with the bombing of Darwin on the
morning of 19 February 1942. The
bombing was specifically designed to
knock out Allied air and naval power
based in and around Darwin so that
these forces could not be used to

counter attack – a fact not recorded in
most histories of these events. That
same evening, the Japanese landed
about 6,000 troops on east and west
Timor.
Unlike most of Australia’s forces that
were captured by the Japanese, the 2/2
men were lucky to escape the initial
invasion because they were not
following their orders to the letter.
Instead of being based at the airfield in
Dili, all but 20 men had been moved
into the mountains so that they could
recover from, or avoid, malaria. The
men had been so badly equipped that,
after a short time in Dili, nine out of 10
came down with malaria. Of the 20 men
left to guard the airfield, 17 escaped the
Japanese clutches, largely due to the
skill and bravery of Private Joe
Poynton, who was later awarded a
DCM.
During their two months on Timor, the
2/2 men had established very good
relations with the local villagers, largely
because they treated them with respect.
These relations proved decisive when
they came to rely on the villagers to
protect them from the Japanese and
allow them to take offensive action.
The Japanese demanded that the 2/2
Company’s commanders surrender,
telling them that as their main force had
surrendered, they should too. When the
men answered this demand with
numerous deadly ambushes, the
Japanese declared them “outlaws” and
warned that, if they did not surrender,
they “would not be given POW
privileges and, if captured, would be
executed”. As the 2/2 men hit the
Japanese with relentless raids, they
appeared and operated like bushrangers
of Australia’s wild colonial past. Many
of the men grew long beards – razors
were unobtainable – and resembled the
members of the Kelly Gang.
To survive and fight a campaign of
David and Goliath proportions required
ingenuity, imagination, and mateship on
a mammoth scale. Ingenuity, like
rebuilding a radio from spare parts so
that the force could contact Australia
and tell the army chiefs they were
indeed still fighting.

Imagination, like mobilising hundreds
of people to move supplies out of the
enemy’s reach without having the
means to communicate with or
compensate the willing workers.
It demanded mateship, not just among
the Australians, but with the local
population. The skill and fitness of the
2/2 Company men would have counted
for nothing had they not won the hearts
of the hardy mountain people of
Portuguese Timor. After entering the
neutral territory uninvited, and then
drawing the Japanese there, the
Australians pulled off a remarkable feat
in bush diplomacy and mass
mobilisation, despite having little foreknowledge of the local people and their
language.
Many young Timorese and Portuguese
volunteered to serve alongside the
Australians. They became the eyes and
ears of the soldiers, and by hauling

Martin and Debbie Morris recently travelled to Hervey Bay, Queensland to
take Martin’s Mum (Dot Morris from Busselton) to visit her 97 year old brother
Jack Hanson. Jack is the last surviving member of the 2/2 Commando
Squadron.
supplies and equipment as well they
made the 2/2 Company a vastly more
mobile and effective guerrilla force.
Some actually carried arms and took
part in engagements with the enemy.
Many, many more Timorese villagers
gave the Australians food and shelter
and whatever else they needed, and they
refused to inform on them. The result
was a rag-tag army of professionals and
volunteers that is unrivalled in
Australian military history.
The running of a guerrilla operation
involving several hundred soldiers was
a significant feat for a conventional
army. While not being invisible like
conventional guerrilla fighters, the
Australians gained an invisible shield
by virtue of popular support. This
enabled them to man observation posts
within 2km of the capital, Dili, making
the Timor operation part of the “coastwatchers” network. The information
from these posts informed scores of
accurate air strikes dispatched from
Darwin on enemy shipping and
facilities.
The skill and calibre of the individuals
in the 2/2 Company and the support of
the Timorese explain how this small
force was able to kill hundreds of

enemy soldiers in dozens of closequarters actions over a period of 10
months, and suffer an incredibly small
number of casualties – just ten men in
combat. Overwhelmingly, the support
of the Timorese population who
protected this force contributed to this
extraordinary outcome.

Timor was by no means the main game
when it came to turning back the
Japanese tide in New Guinea and the
Pacific, but it was no mere sideshow
either. The 400 Australians in
Portuguese Timor – later augmented to
about 700 with reinforcements from the
2/4 Company – succeeded in tying up
several thousand enemy troops in mid1942 at a time when the Japanese army
was fighting its way down the Kokoda
Track and came within striking distance
of Australia. The Japanese troops in
Timor, which rose to nine battalions or
more than 9,000 men by the end of
1942, could have made a real difference
had they been deployed in the Kokoda
campaign or elsewhere.
Prime Minister John Curtin highlighted
the importance of this small redoubt
when he looked back at the long year
that was 1942.
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Local wins Australian Police Medal
By WA POLICE
Kylie Simmonds grew up in
Westonia, moved to Perth at 17 and
returned to Merredin to work for
CBH before heading back to Perth to
join the Police Force. Dad, John
Simmonds said “Kylie has worked
very hard and we, her parents and
family are very proud of her”.
Sergeant Simmonds has served in a
variety of roles throughout the
Metropolitan, Regional WA and
State Crime Portfolios since
commencing her career in April
1999. Significant roles at Broome
Police
Station,
Serious
and
Organised Crime Squad and
Coronial Investigation Unit have
been supplemented by qualifications
including Bachelor of Education,
Masters of Business Administration
and I6 Detective Supervisor.
Recently Sergeant Simmonds has
held the position of Staff Officer at
the Major Crime Division and
Pilbara District Office.
In 2010, Sergeant Simmonds was
seconded to the then Australian
Crime
Commission,
targeting
National
and
International
Established Criminal Networks.
While a Detective Investigator at the
Serious and Organised Crime
Division, Sergeant Simmonds was an
integral part of a dedicated
investigation team who were
seconded to the Australian Federal
Police as part of Operation Interstice.
This operation resulted in a
significant illicit drug seizure and the
dismantling of an international

Organised Crime Syndicate involved
in the importation of illicit drugs into
Australia. Her efforts saw her
awarded with the Australian Federal
Police Commissioner’s medal for
“Conspicuous
Conduct”.
Transferring to the Coronial
Investigation Unit in 2011, Sergeant
Simmonds
managed
the
investigations of coronial files on
behalf of the State Coroner,
recognised for achieving increased
efficiency and professionalism of
coronial investigations by Police.
Her professionalism and caring
nature was evident in significant
family liaison roles in regard to the
MH-17 tragedy and the Esperance
Bush fires of 2015. At Major Crime
Division Sergeant Simmonds held
many senior liaison and consultative
positions with internal and external
partners.
Sergeant Simmonds transferred to
her current role as Staff Officer
Pilbara Police District in 2016 and
has again established and built upon
key relationships within the regional
communities of the Pilbara. She has
also assisted with highly sensitive
and
delicate
Child
Abuse
investigations and has carried out a
wide range of duties, notably
inclusive of but not limited to
relieving at the Police facility at
Barrow Island and acting as OIC of
Dampier Police Station. In addition
to her strong commitment to duty
and high standard of work
performance, Sergeant Simmonds is
highly regarded by the Karratha
community and the Department of

Sergeant Kylie Simmonds. Image courtesy of WA Police

Child Protection and Family
Services in her role as a foster carer
for a number of children in need. She
is acknowledged for her dedication
to providing care to children in
active reunification phases with their
parents, ultimately assisting in the
successful transition of children back
to her homes.
Sergeant Simmonds’ ability to
balance care and compassion with

professionalism is an inspiration to
others. She demonstrates a selfless
and dedicated commitment to duty in
reducing
community
harm,
particularly for children, and this is
balanced with her significant
proactive contribution to the
community she serves. This makes
Sergeant Simmonds a worthy
recipient of the Australian Police
Medal.

Round-a-bout Mosaic Meanings

Mosaic feature facing Merredin Peak, which represents our Aboriginal history

Mosaic feature facing Barrack Street, Merredin, which represents our future

By DEBBIE MORRIS
How many times have you driven
around the round a bout on the
corner of Barrack and Mary Streets
in Merredin and looked at the three
mosaics tiles displayed there, but
not really taken much notice of
what they are?
These mosaic tiles were a project
undertaken by the Shire of
Merredin many years ago as part of
the Townscape Plan, which was

developed in consultation with the
community.

Under the guidance of local artist
Michelle Murfit a number of
community workshops were held
with participants having input into
designs that reflected Merredin –
Our Aboriginal History, Our
Heritage and Our Future and then
bringing the designs to life with
mosaic art.

Mosaic feature facing Great Eastern Hwy, Merredin, which represents our heritage

The mosaic tile facing north is
representative of our Aboriginal
history and faces towards Merredin
Peak, the mosaic tile facing south
(Great
Eastern
Highway)
is
representative of our history – the
bronze horse statue (Agriculture), the
water tower and railway museum

(Railways) and the Rising Sun
(Australian Military Forces). The
final mosaic tile facing west down
Barrack Street is representative of
our future (Youth).
Next time you get a chance, stop
and have a closer look.
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Mrs Joan Jolly Joins “The Centenarian Club”
By LANGLEY SMITH
Being 100 years old is one thing.
But being 100 years old and still
being able to do almost all she wants
to, is another. For Mrs Joan Jolly,
who turned 100 on Friday 25th
January 2019, staying active, having
good friends and "doing" just what
she wants is what it is all about. She
was a child when tanks were still
rolling across French battlefields in
the First World War.
A Choired Taste, the local Merredin
Choir, visited Joan on her birthday,
where she lives at Kununoppin
Hospital. About 45 folk turned up
along with ABC News Breakfast and
sung some of Joan’s favourite songs.
Such as K-K-K-Katy, I’ll Catch the
Sun, Don’t Fence Me In, Side by

Siblings Harry, Joan and Charlie Jolly

Side, and many more. Joan received
not only a congratulatory letter from
Queen Elizabeth 11, but the
Governor
General
Sir
Peter
Cosgrove and the Prime Minister
Scott Morrison.

had a hearing aid, conveniently lost
it as she doesn’t need it these days,
but mentally, she is quite sharp. She
says she feels good; nothing hurts,
and has few if any regrets. "I've had
a good life," she said.

Joan was born in Subiaco 25th
January 1919 and grew up on the
family farm at Mangowine, the
fourth child of 11, went to school at
Mangowine and only gave up
driving at age 89. The twinkle is
unmistakable in her eyes and a nonjudgmental approach seems to be her
life’s hallmark. "She is always ‘up’
'" her son, Neville Jolly, said. "That
is her M.O. She loves life and she
loves people and loves singing."

I sat down with her and asked some
questions. Are you religious? “Oh
no not these days, the family was
religious, as my grandfather was the
Reverend at the church and I went to
Sunday school.” You say you like to
sing and I see you standing up
dancing here today as you are
singing, did you ever sing in a choir?
“We had a wonderful CWA choir at
Nungarin and I sang in the chorus.”
Do you sleep well? “Oh yes all the
time, I sleep fairly well at night and
nap anytime of the day I want and as
often as I want.” What is your
earliest memory? “Going to school,
we walked, as the Mangowine
School was on a corner of our farm
block. During nesting season you
had to be careful and wear a hat as
the magpies would swoop, I once
put a mouse trap on my hat to snap
him!” Any regrets? “I have no
regrets I just enjoy every day as it
comes.” What about your husband?
“Oh he was a good bloke, very hard
worker and looked after all of us,
even in the hard times. He was a
good woodworker as well.”

Mrs Jolly uses a rolling walker, and

Neville, Cathy, Greg, Trish & Joan Jolly

Mrs Jolly receiving her letter from the
Queen

Joan thank you for letting us share
your very special day with you,
we’ll see you next year eh? “I’ll be
here!”
The celebrations continued to the
next day where the extended family
all joined in further festivities for
Joan’s birthday at the farm.
Here's to 101 for Mrs Joan Jolly!
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Help on the way for lung
cancer patients
By SUE CHIERA
Hundreds
of
families
across
Australia will save close to $90,000
each year from a $96 million
investment the Federal Government
is making to ensure lung cancer
medicine is affordable.
Federal Member for Durack Melissa
Price said help is on the way for
around 400 patients diagnosed with
lung cancer with the Government
listing Tagrisso® (Osimertinib) on
the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme
(PBS) from 1 February.

“This is the latest of nearly 2000
PBS listings worth around $10.5
billion we’ve been able to make
since we came to government,” said
Ms Price.
“This PBS listing was recommended
by the independent Pharmaceutical
Benefits
Advisory
Committee
(PBAC).
“Our Government continues to list
every drug on the PBS approved by
the PBAC to ensure that new,
essential medicines are affordable for
all Australians.”

“Patients would pay close to $8,000
per script or almost $88,000 per year
for this treatment without subsidised
access through the PBS,” Ms Price
said.

In
the
Budget
update
the
Government delivered an extra $1.4
billion for new medicines, saving
sick Australians hundreds or even
thousands of dollars a year.

“Thanks to our investment, the price
drops to just $40.30 per script, or
$6.50 for concessional patients.

Ms Price said the Federal
Government’s strong economic
management means we are providing
Australian patients with access to life
-saving and life-changing medicines
quicker than ever before.

“We can fund life-saving medicines
like this because we’re delivering on
our plan for a stronger economy and
bringing the Budget back to
balance,” she said.
Subsidising medicines like Tagrisso
means patients can manage their
cancer at home rather than visiting
the hospital for chemotherapy.

“We are now making on average one
new or amended PBS listing every
single day,” she said.
“Our commitment to the PBS is rock
solid. Together with Medicare, it is a
foundation of our world-class health
care system.”
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Drug Aware Street Art

Sprinkler roster reminder for
communities across the
Wheatbelt
By KATHY BALT
Did you know there are sprinkler
rosters in place across Western
Australia? Water Corporation is
reminding communities across the
Wheatbelt to check their sprinkler
systems are set to the correct days.
Water Corporation and Agricultural
Regional Manager, Sharon Broad,
explained how the sprinkler roster
worked.

By Constable BROOKE
WATSON
Merredin Police would like to thank
all of the youth who attended the
Drug Aware Street Art Workshop.
The workshop, which ran from the
16th—18th of January 2019, saw 17
youth attend and contribute to the
mural at Apex Park.
All youth who engaged were
respectful and attentive which made
the whole event run smoothly and
allowed us to complete the huge 2 x
8 metre mural within three days.

Thanks to all of you it was a fun,
rewarding experience, with an
awesome end result.
We would also like to thank the
Merredin Council, Drug Aware,
Country Arts WA and Avon Youth
for all supporting the project, and
Kalgoorlie artist Brandon Watson
for providing the design and artistic
guidance throughout the event.
If you or anyone you know are
struggling with drugs or alcohol
related issues please contact the
24hr drug and alcohol support line
on 1800 198 024 or the Merredin
Police Station on 131 444.

“Communities south of Kalbarri and
Kalgoorlie are subject to a two-day-per
-week sprinkler roster,” Mrs Broad
said.
“Your allocated watering day is based
on the last digit of your house or lot
number. If there is no house number,
the lot number is used.
“Those north of Kalbarri and
Kalgoorlie, such as Menzies, Laverton
and Leonora, are subject to an
alternate day roster. If the last digit of
your house number is even, you can
only water on even numbered days of
the month or odd days of the month if
your house number is odd.”
The best way to check your rostered
sprinkler day is to visit Water
Corporation’s
website
watercorporation.com.au

Remember to only use your sprinklers
once on your rostered day either before
9am or after 6pm. Those with a bore are
able to water on additional days.
Property owners receive a $100 fine if
they are sighted breaching the sprinkler
roster by an inspector, and a warning if
they are reported by a member of the
public, or if an inspector observes
sprinklers have been used.
If you witness anyone breaching the
sprinkler roster, you can report it online
at watercorporation.com.au/breach or call
13 10 39.
Mrs Broad praised the majority of
Wheatbelt residents for being waterwise,
with 47 warnings and three fines issued
in 2018 in the Goldfields and Wheatbelt.
“Most people do the right thing when it
comes to following the sprinkler roster
and Water Corporation research shows it
is strongly supported in the community,
but a small number of residents still do
not comply,” Mrs Broad said.
“It is also important for residents to
regularly
check
their
irrigation
controllers, especially after power
outages which can reset sprinkler
systems to come on every day.”
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2005
APPROVED LOCAL PLANNING SCHEME AMENDMENT
Shire of Merredin
LOCAL PLANNING SCHEME No. 6 – AMENDMENT No. 6
Ref:

TPS/2272

It is hereby notified for public information, in accordance with section 87 of the Planning and Development Act 2005 that the Minister for
Planning approved the Shire of Merredin Local Planning Scheme amendment on 9 January 2019 for the purpose of:
A)

Amending Schedule Two – Additional Uses by:
Deleting the words ‘There are not additional uses that apply to the Scheme’; and
Insert a new additional use to allow ‘tourist development’ on Lots 719, 720 and 971 Hay Street, Merredin as follows:

No.

Description of land Additional use

Conditions

2

Lots 719, 720 and 971
Hay Street, Merredin

1.

Tourist development shall be no greater than two storeys in height.

2.

No direct vehicle access to Alfred Street is permitted.

3.

Tourist development is to comply with the minimum setback requirements of
relevant density code.

4.

Tourist development closest to Hay Street is to have an interface with
adjoining residential properties and fencing is to be in accordance with
applicable front fence standards of the R-Codes.

5.

Amalgamation of Lots 719, 720 and 971 is required should development be
proposed over lot boundaries.

6.

Onsite facilities for the use of guests are to be incidental to any tourist
development, integrated with accommodation, and are to be of a scale
commensurate with the surrounding residential areas.

Tourist development is a
discretionary (D) use.

B)

Amend scheme maps accordingly.

C)

Amend ‘Schedule one – Dictionary of Defined Words and Expressions’ to include the following model general definitions:
‘cabin’ means a dwelling forming part of a tourist development or caravan park that is –


an individual unit other than a chalet; and



designed to provide short-term accommodation for guests.

‘chalet’ means a dwelling forming part of a tourist development or caravan park that is –


a self-contained unit that includes cooking facilities, bathroom facilities and separate living and sleeping areas; and



designed to be provide short-term accommodation for guests.

‘short term accommodation’ means temporary accommodation provided either continuously or from time to time with no guest
accommodated for periods totalling more than 3 months in any 12 month period.
D)

Amend ‘Schedule One – Dictionary of Defined Words and Expressions’ to include the following model land use definition:
‘tourist development’ means a building or a group of buildings forming a complex, other than a bed and breakfast, a caravan park or holiday
accommodation, used to provide

short-term accommodation for guests; and



onsite facilities for the use of guests; and



facilities for the management of the development.

K HOOPER
SHIRE PRESIDENT
G POWELL
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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CLASSIFIEDS
For Rent

ARIES—March 21 to April 19

You will need to use all your willpower to
achieve the outcome you have in mind.
You’re on a winning streak but there are
issues you need to sort out and obstacles
that need to be eliminated to succeed.
TAURUS—April 20 to May 20
A time when you are finally ready to take a
risk! When it comes to the people you care
about, your motto is “nothing ventured,
nothing gained”. The prospects look good.

3 x 1 House with patio, split system a/c fully
fenced, quiet area, $220 per week.
Call
0413 294 391.

Positions Vacant

GEMINI—May 21 to June 20
Life feels intense at the moment, but it also
feels good. The people you are meeting are
unconventional and exciting, so if you want
a wild ride, all you have to do is to connect.
CANCER—June 21 to July 22
It’s time to expand Cancer. Your working
life is looking excellent, so focus now on
getting the resources you need to make your
mark. Your mind is sharp, optimism is
peaking and growth is on the way.
LEO—July 23 to August 22
This may not be a time when your light
needs to shine, but rather a great time to
invest in other people. A busy time with
lots of connections with some very
interesting people.

VIRGO—August 23 to September 22
You find your role changing in a group and
you may have to pave the way. It’s the
perfect time for building on your network
and communicating with the big players.
Put your best foot forward.
LIBRA—September 23rd October 22
While you are going through good times,
someone who means the world to you is
going through hard times. Victory is for
those who are ready to be courageous and
think outside the box.
SCORPIO—October 23 to November 21
Money comes your way through love and
the success of other people. You are under
a lot of pressure at work. Things are tough,
but you have so much willpower that you
can overcome any obstacle.
SAGITTARIUS—Nov 22 to December 21
An excellent time for love, romance, dating
and intimacy. Friendships and partnerships
flourish and now is the perfect time for
connecting with people, for relating to
friends and for sharing brilliant ideas with
those you love.
CAPRICORN—Dec 22 to January 19
There may be a lot of stress at home right
now.
This is an excellent time for
restructuring at home, throw out what has
outlived its usefulness and think in new
ways. It’s all about renovation.
AQUARIUS—January 20 to February 18
There may be an unsettling episode with
someone in the neighbourhood, but don’t let
that distract you from the excitement
coming you way. Adventure is on the way.
PISCES—February 19 to March 20
It can seem as if the sky is the limit at the
moment and very little stands in the way of
success and achieving your dreams. This
won’t last forever, so make the most of it.
Victory goes to the brave, don’t hesitate to
take a risk or two.

Positions Vacant

Canteen Coordinator Required
St Mary’s School is seeking an enthusiastic and
passionate foodie to coordinate their canteen on a
Monday (six hours).
The successful applicant would need to display the
following skills and attributes:

 Use their initiative
 Very good organisational skills
 A strong awareness of food safety and hygiene
practices

 Well-developed interpersonal skills
 Enjoy working and interacting with children

Service Technician
Electrical
Vestas is currently seeking an experienced Service
Technician (Electrical) to work on wind turbine
maintenance project based on site at Collgar Wind
farm close to Merredin, W.A.
This role will report to the Site Supervisor and will
play a pivotal role in maintaining, testing and repairing
electrical equipment, assisting the mechanical
technicians, completing servicing and monitoring daily
performance to ensure continued high availability to
customers.
The role is 9-days on / 5-days off roster allowing
technicians to have an envious lifestyle living in a well
serviced town with great community amenities.
Merredin with a population nearly 3000 is only 2.5hrs
from Perth. A relocation package is available for the
right candidate.
Responsibilities:

 Perform the day to day servicing, calibrations and

maintenance as a part of scheduled and unscheduled service and maintenance of wind turbines

 Installation,

commissioning, inspection and
maintenance of wind turbine generators and
associated spare parts

 Identify, define and isolate source of issues through

logical processes and identify and evaluate possible
solutions for the same

 Ensure customer satisfaction through direct liaison
with client representatives, customers and service
recipients

A Working with Children check and police clearance
will be required.

 Develop and maintain site-specific documentation

All applications and enquiries to be forwarded to the
Principal at: adriana.coniglio@cewa.edu.au or
(08) 9041 1907.

 Achieve, measure and report on performance

Applications close on Friday, 15 February 2019 at
4.00pm.

 Carry out hazard and risk assessments for all tasks

and quality assurance information

indicators and site service objectives within a
continuous improvement environment

as per company policy and procedures

 Proactive focus on HSE including reporting and
documenting of hazardous observations near misses
and incidents
Qualifications:
Employment Co-ordinator/ Job Search Officer
Essential Personnel Employment Services is
seeking a vibrant, energetic can do person to
work in our Merredin office who has a passion for
improving the quality of lives of people with a
disability by assisting them toward gaining
employment.
If you also have fantastic communication skills,
sales experience, have the challenge and drive to
commit yourself to this challenging yet rewarding
role, we invite you to contact Judith Goss on
9622 3476 or Debra Jones on 9041 4333 for a
copy of the full job description.
Position closes 4.30pm Friday the 8th February
2019.

 WA Electrical trade qualification
 Experience working in an electrical trade
environment, preferably working with WTGs but
not essential

 Working at Heights,
 Rigging/ Dogman preferred
 EWP preferred
Competencies:

 Demonstrated commitment and adherence to safety
and environmental requirements

 Ability to work at heights
 Fit, with the ability to carry weight and climb wind
turbine towers

 Flexibility in operation and ability to work in a
team and as an independent contributor

Thank you
On behalf of Ellen and Family we thank everyone
for their kind thoughts and support on the passing
of John Hendriks. It was very much appreciated.

 Self-managed, with good communication skills and
strong work ethics

 Experience with SAP, Microsoft packages
What we offer:
A workplace that focuses on safety and fun
An opportunity to work with the world leader in wind
energy. The opportunity to further develop your skills
and professional development.
Competitive
remuneration. Global career progression prospects.
Apply at www.vestas.com.au
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CLASSIFIEDS

COMMUNITY FUNDING PROGRAM
2019/20 FINANCIAL YEAR
Council invites requests for financial support
through the Shire of Merredin’s ‘Community
Funding Program’.
The application form is available on the Shire’s
website
–
www.merredin.wa.gov.au.
Applications must be received by 4.00pm, 31
March 2019.

For further information please contact Kellie
Bartley, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, on 9041
1611 or email dceo@merredin.wa.gov.au.
Greg Powell

Valentine’s Day
Valentine's Day, also called Saint Valentine's
Day or the Feast of Saint Valentine, is celebrated
annually on February 14. Originating as
a Western Christian feast day honouring one or two
early saints named Valentinus.
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Valentine's Day is recognized as a significant
cultural, religious, and commercial celebration
of romance and romantic love in many regions
around the world, although it is not a public holiday
in any country.
The day first became associated with romantic
love within the circle of Geoffrey Chaucer in the
14th century, when the tradition of courtly
love flourished. In 18th-century England, it evolved
into an occasion in which lovers expressed their
love for each other by presenting flowers,
offering confectionery, and sending greeting
cards (known as "valentines").
The darker side of Valentine’s Day comes from the
Romans. From February 13 to 15, the Romans
celebrated the feast of Lupercalia. The men
sacrificed a goat and a dog and used the hides to
harm the women. The Roman romantics "were
drunk. They were naked," says Noel Lenski, a
historian at the University of Colorado at Boulder.

And women believed that being treated this way
would make them fertile.
The brutal fete included a matchmaking lottery, in
which young men drew the names of women from a
jar. The couple would then be ‘coupled up’ for the
duration of the festival — or longer, if the match was
right.

The ancient Romans may also be responsible for the
name of our modern day of love. Emperor Claudius II
executed two men — both named Valentine — on
Feb. 14 of different years in the 3rd century A.D.
Their martyrdom was honoured by the Catholic
Church with the celebration of St. Valentine's Day.
Later, Pope Gelasius I muddled things in the 5th
century by combining St. Valentine's Day with
Lupercalia to expel the pagan rituals. But the festival
was more of a theatrical interpretation of what it had
once been. Lenski adds, "It was a little more of a
drunken revel, but the Christians put clothes back on
it. That didn't stop it from being a day of fertility and
love."
Happy Valentine’s Day.

Merredin Community News
Twilight Markets in February
With the weather in summer so hot,
the CRC will be having their
February Markets in the evening
between 5pm and 7.30pm Friday 22nd
February.
So please come along and have a
browse of the stalls, grab something
to eat at the Markets or Pattie Kaye’s
Van and then you can head to the
Theatre for a Show.
If anyone would like to book a stall at
the Markets, please contact the
Merredin CRC on 9041 1041.
There will be NO MARKETS in
March as the Merredin Show is on
Saturday 30th.
The CRC are currently reviewing the
Markets taking into consideration
events, sports, weather, school

holidays, long weekends and stall
numbers that have attended. The
initial thoughts are to have a twilight
market on a Friday evening in
February and November and Sunday
Markets in May and August (9.30am
– 1.30pm).
No markets would be scheduled in
March (Merredin Show), April
(school holidays, ANZAC Day and
Easter), June and July (winter and
too cold), September and October
(end of winter sports, long weekend,
Royal Show and the community
shows in surrounding towns).
We would love to hear what
everyone thinks about this idea, so
please contact the CRC on 9041
1041 or email merredin@crc.net.au
or just call in and have a chat.

Twilight markets February 2018

Fermentation and Raw Treats Workshop—Expression of Interest
Kirsten Pavez,
Whole
Food
Educator, is available to come to
Merredin on Sunday 17 March
2019 (1pm – 3.30pm) to facilitate a
workshop which is informative, fun
and interactive where you will
learn how to make:



Sauerkraut - an old time
favourite fermented cabbage
powerhouse.



Kombucha - a fermented
beverage made from tea and
sugar. Will be loved by the
whole family.



Kimchi - a slightly spicy
Korean fermented food that
will tingle your tastebuds.



Probiotic
Paleo
Spicy
Hommus
a
delicious,
nutritious and probiotic dip that
makes your taste buds sing!



Passionfruit,
lemon
&
Coconut raw cheesecake: the
most decadent and delicious
cheesecake, that has no dairy or
gluten in it.



Raw Chocolate: Lear n how to
make the most delicious,
creamy raw chocolate that will
satiate your taste buds and get
your happy hormones flowing.
This is a chocolate you can eat
without guilt, as it’s full of
nutrient rich ingredients.



Creamy Almond Milk: you
will never buy Almond Milk
again after tasting how creamy

and deluxe it is when it’s made
from scratch.



Healthy Iced Jaffa Chocolate:
this decadent iced chocolate is
guilt free, made with whole
foods and with a slight taste of
orange, it will become a firm
summer favourite in your
house.

You will receive tastings of these
delicious fermented foods and
beverages and receive tastings of
the Raw Chocolate and Hot
Chocolate.
Each attendee will go home with a
recipe booklet, a goody bag and
full instructions will be provided on
how each dish is made. You will
also take home your own
Kombucha Scoby and Milk Kefir
grains, so you can start fermenting
as soon as you get home.
There is a minimum number of
participants required for this
workshop to go ahead, so please
register your interest as soon as
possible by contacting the Merredin
CRC on 9041 1041 or email
merredin@crc.net.au. The cost of
the workshop is $100.
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BEAUTICIAN

CABINET MAKER

CARPENTER

COMPUTER TECH SUPPORT

EARTH MOVING

GLASS SERVICES

LAWYER

LAWYER

PEST CONTROL

SARAH SOMERS

LAWYER
Family Law – Divorce – Separation - Property
Settlement – Defacto Relationships
Children’s Issues – Contact/Residence
Competitive hourly rates – Reduced fee for
Initial Consultation

Serving the Wheatbelt Community
85 Fitzgerald St, Northam
9622 9687 / 0427725501
sarahsomers@iinet.net.au
PHOTOCOPIERS COMMERCIAL

ROOF MAINTENANCE

WASTE MANAGEMENT
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Negotiator … Action Hero … Dad
By GLEN and the TEAM, Regional Men’s
Health Initiative
Sometimes it’s easy, other times we’re talking to
Godzilla. Being a father of teenagers is challenging
and rewarding, but it doesn’t have to be a health
hazard. Keep in mind, that most of us just want
three things for their kids; To be happy; to be
independent and for them to contribute. That said,
we’re integral to them getting there.
We can have a fantastic relationship with our kids,
but don’t fall into the trap of trying to be their best
mate. They need boundaries, they yearn for them,
however as teenagers, they’ll want a stake in setting
them. For that to happen, our parenting style needs
to become more a negotiator than a Dictator.
We’re teaching them life skills around conflict
resolution, developing a voice and being concise.
This helps them immeasurably in their adult lives.
Negotiating allows our kids to see an argument
through someone else’s eyes. Even if they don’t
agree,
we’re
developing
empathy
and
understanding rather than dogmatism and
pigheadedness. The by-product of this is
developing a loving relationship with our kids
rather than dysfunction.
Attentive Dads are linked with a lower incidence of
depression, suicide and lawbreaking in our youth.
We’re also role-modelling for their future
relationships; The way we parent, or behave
towards our partner, will be acted out by them.
Conversely, harsh parenting is linked to not only
depression in teenagers but in fathers as well.
What Are Some Ways to Get Involved in Our
Teenagers Life?

 Be there; Not r ight up in their gr ill! J ust
around. Sometimes being that mentor figure, for

them to know that they can lean on us or ask for
guidance is priceless without them even knowing
it.

 Be active; Ride a bike; Go for a walk together ;
Shoot some hoops. If they’re not overly sporty,
substitute with a hobby, board game or cards.
 Become the student; Letting our teenager s take
the reins and teach us something, even if it’s just a
game that they’re into, builds their confidence and
assertiveness.
 Parent; Have boundar ies and enfor ce them.
The world has rules and consequences so, not
exposing them to this can leave them vulnerable.
 Be a negotiator; The r esults will be twofold.
Our relationship will be so much more pleasant;
and our kids will learn skills to better equip them
as young adults and future parents.
 Share passions; Talk passionately about what
interests you, and listen attentively to them, it can
be contagious and create new bonds for both of
you.
 Spend time with them and let them know you
love them; As much as they’ll call us “dags” or
roll their eyes, inside, kids yearn to be loved and a
hug does wonders. If you’re not “huggy” then
you can still demonstrate love by being involved
in their schooling, at their sporting commitments
or picking them up from parties.
Someone said recently, “Did you know, that when
your teenager leaves home, those childhood years
represent 80% of the time that you will ever spend
with them?” No, I didn’t but I do now. It’s changed
how I see myself as a father, and how much I value
time with my kids.
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Science

You could lose your coffee!
By GRANT STAINER
Do you like or need your coffee?
Well, if you do, you could be in for
quite a shock with climate change
putting the world’s coffee supply at
risk of extinction.

Most of the world’s coffee comes
from just two species, Arabica
(Coffea arabica), and robusta (Coffea
canephora). These can be difficult
crops to grow, maturing slowly and
requiring the shade of large trees on
high-altitude farms. They are also
very fussy in the temperature they
like.
Climate change, along with the
impacts of ongoing deforestation, are
threatening these species existence.
There is only so high they can climb
up the mountains before they run out
of mountain height to maintain their
required growing temperature and
other conditions. Changing rainfall,
pests and fungal diseases are already
causing problems for them.
This is where wild species could help,
by providing genes and breeding
material to adapt coffee for the future.

resilience of the Arabica and robusta
varieties that the world craves so
much. When the Arabica and robusta
varieties fail, there are going to be a
lot of very unhappy coffee drinkers!
This
loss
of coffee species
biodiversity, with 60% at risk of
extinction, is even higher than that of
all plants globally, where 22% of all
plants globally are likely to become
extinct.
So if you are one of Australia’s 11million-plus coffee drinkers, you
might want to start searching for
leadership that is actually willing to
take action against climate change and
deforestation.

For more information, have a read of
the research study (Davis et al, 2019,
“High extinction risk for wild coffee
species and implications for coffee
sector
sustainability”,
Science
Advances, vol 5, No 1, DOI 10.1126/
sciadv.aav3473) or the ABC Online
article at https://www.abc.net.au/
news/science/2019-01-17/coffeefacing-extinction-climatechange/10713870

However, a recent study (Davis et al,
2019) showed that of the 124 known
wild coffee species, 60% are at risk of
extinction, with Madagascar having
the highest number of threatened
species. There were also 14 species
where no data was available due to
factors like war in the growing region,
with 9 of these 14 species not having
been seen since 1940.
It would be desirable to store these
wild coffee species in seed banks.
However, coffee does not respond
well to conventional seed storage
methods. Instead, coffee species need
to be cryopreserved in liquid nitrogen,
which is more expensive.
All of this means that there is going to
be very little backup of coffee plants
that could have helped improve the

Lawn Bowls

Civic Bowling Club
By MARGARET JOHNSTON
The Civic Bowling Club has
commenced their bowling competition
after the Christmas Break. To avoid the
hot weather there have been some
games played on Friday evenings. The
Club held their annual Bowl over
Cancer Day on January 18th. This was
sponsored by the Alp family and the
club thanks them for their continued
support. There was a good roll up of
bowlers and the winners were Scott
Cooper, Kay Bush and Maurice Lane
with the runners up being Debbie
Heinrich, John Henderson and Shaun
Baker.
Best

wishes

to

Debbie

Heinrich,

Christine Stapely and Wendy Postans
who will be competing in the Ladies
League Fours at Kellerberrin this
weekend and to Debbie Heinrich, Judy
Young and Margaret Johnston who will
represent the club in Champ of Champ
Triples in Corrigin on February 9th.
Coming events
Ladies – Pennants Wednesday February
6th
Civic Blue v Tammin
Civic Gold v Bruce Rock
Saturday February 9th Mixed Club Day
– Merredin Rural BBQ Dinner – 4pm
start.
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Golf

2019 54 Hole Summer Championships
By TREVOR WATERHOUSE
Early on Friday morning the 11th of
January 14 golfers piled into cars
and utes for the journey to the
Pinjarra Golf Club for the first round
of the Annual 54 hole Summer
Championships.

Campbell was second with 29 points
on a countback from Warren Crook
and fourth was Trevor Thompson
with 28 points. The NAGA for the
day
was
Nino
Caporaso.
Unfortunately the Merredin players
filled the last 6 places in the field of
139.

Lunch was had after 9 holes of play
and then the final 9 holes were
played. The winner of the day was
Rob Broomhall with 36 points from
David Campbell with 35 points,
third was Jim Campbell with 33
points on a countback from Warren
Crook. The NAGA was decided on a
countback between Alby Koper and
Trevor Waterhouse and Trevor lost
the countback to be announced as
the player finishing last.

Once again after play headed back
the Mandurah Ocean Marina Chalets
for showers before again heading to
the Oceanic Bar & Grill for a nights
entertainment, drinks and a meal.

We then headed for the Mandurah
Ocean Marina Chalets where we
stayed for the next 2 days. After
showers the players then headed to
Oceanic Bar & Grill for some much
needed refreshments and a meal.

The competition for the day was a 2
person ambrose with the pairs being
decided by the leader of the first 2
days playing with the person who
finished in 14th place, the 2nd placed
person playing with the player who
finished in 13th place, the 3rd placed
person playing with the person who
finished in 12th place and so on until
the 7th placed person playing with
the person who finished in 8th place.

Saturday the 12th January we headed
for the Mandurah Country club at
10am for a 11.15am hit off time.
Rob Broomhall won our competition
with a score of 34 points; David

Sunday morning we left Mandurah
to head for the El Cabello Golf
course for the final competition of
the weekend. On the way we
stopped at the Dome restaurant in
Mundaring for breakfast.

The winners for the day were David

Campbell and Alex Manning with a
nett 66 from Jim Campbell and Alby
Koper with a nett 68 ½ on a
countback from Glen Crees and
Trevor Thompson and fourth place
went to Peter Gerrand and Darren
O’Neill with 68 ¾. The NAGA
winners were Warren Crook and
Trevor Waterhouse.

NAGA to Trevor Waterhouse.

After the day’s play David Campbell
was announced as the 2019 Summer
Cup
Champion
from
Rob
Broomehall and third was Jim
Campbell and fourth was Trevor
Thompson.

A special thanks to Peter Gerrand
and Jim Campbell for organising the
games
of
golf
and
the
accommodation at the Mandurah
Ocean Marina Chalets.

Brad Manning the winner of last
years NAGA was very happy to
hand the award over to this years

After a few celebratory drinks
vehicles were once again boarded
for the trip home and arrived home
in Merredin about 5pm. Thanks to
those who took vehicles to
Mandurah and back, it was much
appreciated by all.

I am sure everybody is looking
forward to the next 54 hole Summer
Championships to be held in January
2020.
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Tennis

Railway Tennis Club gets a makeover
By KIM LANE
Over the last few years the Railway
Tennis Club in Merredin has been
doing some serious fund raising to
be able to resurface our six courts.
We were finally able to proceed
this season and Sportsurfaces
Australia was selected to do the
job.
On the 15th December on a 40
degree day we had the monumental

task of pulling up the old fake
grass courts. With over 20 years
of sand on top of these it was
always going to be a big task, but
thanks to a band of dedicated
volunteers and the generous
donation of the Last family’s
loader and truck, we got it done.
The resurfacing started on the 7th
January and in little more than a
week the courts were finished. We
are now the proud owners of six
brand new Plexipave courts. We
had a hit on Sunday the 20th
January, again in 40 degree heat
and they got the big thumbs up.

I’d like to thank everyone who has
contributed to this project and
hope the people of Merredin can
enjoy this facility for years to
come.

Thanks to volunteers and the Last
family’s loader and truck, the old surface
was removed

The new surface got the thumbs up from the players

Our season starts up again at the
start of February as does the junior
program. Don’t forget our annual
mixed doubles open day is on 24th
February and we’re hoping for a
big turnout to christen the courts.
We have half season and social
memberships available, so please
come and join in the fun.
It was a big task with 20 years of sand on top of the old surface

