
Day of Fun at the Show 
PRICE: $1.50                               Friday April 1st 2016                     PHONE: 9041 1041 

Elders Merredin. 116 Barrack Street East, Merredin, WA, 6415.       Ph: 08 9041 6500  Fx: 08 9041 6555 

For all your Merchandise  

/ Livestock 

& Banking needs. 

Contact 

08 9041 6500 

For all your Insurance needs 

Contact 

Matt Morris, James Morris, Nicole 

Irving and Makeisha Hunter. 

Phone: 08 9041 6500 

 Your Friendly Real Estate  

Specialist Will Morris (Mr. Sold.) 

Contact 

08 9041 6510 

0448 415 537 

Real Estate 

A variety of entertainers were around during 
the day, including the battle between little red 
riding hood and the big bad wolf on bikes, the 
flame stilts, African drummers, and the aerial 
acrobats who could twist themselves in all 
sorts of ways whilst hanging in the air. 

The Merredin College Choir put on a 
wonderful performance, conducted by Music 
Teacher Caryn Adamson. The choir drew one 
of the biggest crowds of the day.  

The evening finished off with a spectacular 
fireworks show, that had everyone cheering, 
with nature’s natural lightning show on the 
horizon in the background.  

Jarryd Hurle who won the first prize in the Lego Competition 

Sideshow alley was popular with the kids and teenagers (Photo 
by Grant Stainer)  

By GRANT STAINER 

Thousands of people turned out to enjoy the 
2016 Merredin Community Show despite the 
weather looking threatening early on in the 
day. 

Barrack Street and Bates Street were closed to 
traffic in the morning, allowing the float 
parade to begin at 9:45am.  

There were a variety of floats, vehicles, and 
performers on foot parading down the streets, 
including a fantastic float by the Merredin 
Men’s Shed complete with working kitchen 
and typical old-style Aussie backyard dunny.  

Police, firies, ambos, horses, army cadets, 
belly dancers, trucks, tractors and gophers 
were among the others parading down the 
main street and to the showground at the 
Merredin Recreation Centre. 

Member for the Central Wheatbelt Hon Mia 
Davies MLA officially opened the show and 
congratulated the show committee for all their 
hard work in organising the show.  

There were many artworks, quilts, 
woodworks, cakes, other foods, and other 
items entered into the judged competitions, 
and these were of a very high standard, 
especially the painted artworks.  

Sideshow alley was filled with rides such as 
the Tumbler, Star Flyer, dodgem cars, and lots 
of soft toys. This was the place to be for the 
young ones and teenagers. Nearby were the 
big tractors, which attracted the men, as well 
as a group of kids who camped under one of 
the tractors.  

There was a variety of food available, 
including delicious burgers and chips made by 
the Merredin Repertory Club, fresh 
doughnuts, some lamb shanks at a food stall, 
and mix-your-own slushie drinks for those 
who wanted something cold as the day 
warmed up.  

Hon Mia Davies MLA officially opens the Merredin Community 

Show (Photo by Grant Stainer)  

African drummers performed during the show (Photo by Grant Stainer)  
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Community 

Wednesday  6th April 
Camera Club Meeting 
Playgroup on Throssell Road, 7.00pm 
Monthly theme: ‘Door Knobs’ photos due 6 
March 
 
Wednesday 7th April 
Business After Hours—CY O’Connor 
“Apprenticeships, traineeships and training 
for your business’. 6.00pm—7.30pm 
 
Monday 11th April 
Author Presentation—Dave Goddard 
CRC 110 Barrack Street 10.00am—11.30am 
 

Regular Events 

0—4 Amity Health Playgroup  
Playgroup for 0—4 year olds.  Contact Emma 
Fitzsimons on 9041 0962 or 
efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au 
 
Bootscooting 
Monday nights, 7.30pm until 9.30pm at the 
Masonic Lodge in Coronation St.  First night 
is free.  Beginners to advanced.  Come along 
and have some fun.  Call Anjoeen on 9041 
3005 or see Sue at the Chemist or Lyn at the 
Post Office. 
 
Camera Club 
Meeting usually 3rd Wednesday of the 
month, at Merredin Playgroup, opposite the 
pool. 
photos due in 10 days prior (Sunday evening) 
Daina -  dainasutherland@bigpond.com 
 
Merredin Community Singers 
All levels welcome.  Monday nights 7.00pm at 
the Senior’s Centre. 
 
Merredin District Lawn Tennis 
Friday night tennis.  All welcome.  Rec Centre 
courts, 6.00pm. 
 
Merredin Museum & Historical  
Society 
Meets first Wednesday each month, 5.00pm 
at Railway Museum.  All Welcome. 
 
Merredin Senior Men’s Den 
Get-together for Senior Men.  Tuesdays, 
9.00am—noon, Tennis Club rooms, 
MRC&LC.  Pool, darts, bowls, table tennis, 
etc and morning tea.  Contact Trevor on 9041 
4313. 
 
Playgroup 
Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 during the 
school term at Throssel Road, opposite the 
pool.  Contact Daina on 0409 089 252. 
 
Tales of Times Past 
All welcome to tell their stories or just listen. 
Mondays 10.00am and the Senior’s Centre.  
Free morning tea. 
 

Tai Chi 
Tuesdays 2.00—3.00pm, 110 Barrack Street. 
Contact Kirsty 9041 1041. 

 
Tribal Belly Dancing 
Fun and fitness for all ages and levels of 
experience.  New Beginners classes starting 
Monday 4th April. Mondays 5.30—7.00pm, 
110 Barrack Street. Contact Kirsty 90411041. 

 

MERREDIN COMMUNITY 

& REGIONAL NEWS 

 

Fortnightly  

110 Barrack Street,  Merredin                

Ph: 9041 1041  Fax: 9041 1042 

Deadlines  

(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE) 

Advertising: Booking 5pm Thursday 

Copy finalised 11am Friday    

Classifieds: 10am Monday 

Articles:  5pm Wednesday 

Contacts:    

Content—Kirsty Rochford 9041 1041 

administration@merredincrc.com 

Advertising— Corey Tucker 9041 1041  

marketing@merredincrc.com 

Upcoming Editions 

1st, 15th & 29th April 

13th & 27th May 

10th & 24th June 

Available as an online subscription, 

www.merredincrc.com 

Calendar 

All Saints Anglican Church 

Corner of Haig Road & South Avenue, 9am 
Sunday Worship (except 4th Sunday), 4th 
Sunday 11am Eucharist, Rev Brett Guthrie 

Su Riley paradmin@westnet.com.au 
 

Roman Catholic Church 

South Avenue, 6.30pm Saturday, 11am 
Sunday, Father Zygmunt Smigowski   

Ph 9041 1118 
 

Church of Christ 

Throssell Road, 10am Sunday Worship and 
Sunday School Ph 0408 484 711 
 

Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Kitchener Road, 11am Saturday Family 
Worship, 9.30am Saturday Bible Study 

Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 3056 
 

People’s Baptist Church 

Kellerberrin, 10am Sunday Worship 

Ph 0435 284 796 
 

Revolution Youth 

Church of Christ, Throssell Road 

Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms) 

Emma Aitken 0487 351 167 
 

Merredin Churches Fraternal 

PO Box 463, Merredin,  
Malcolm Clark  9041 5215 
 

Merredin United in Prayer 

Cornerstone Christian Bookshop 

7pm last Thursday of the Month 
 

Uniting Church 

Fifth Street, 9am Sunday Service 

Ph 0457 329 850 

Church  
Services 

Tales of Times Past 
There used to be two dairies in the town and 

one (at least) delivered milk door to door.  The 

owner of one dairy had a horse and cart which 

had a stainless-steel vat on the back.  The vat 

had a tap and he would open  the tap and fill 

his carrying container with milk which he 

would then take to the customer’s door.  (If 

the customer was not home, a billy-can with a 

lid would often be left at the door.  Inside 

there would be an amount of money and the 

diary man would know how much milk to 

leave according to the money left).  One day 

the milkman was chatting to a customer at her 

door when the small son of one of the church 

ministers in town happened to pass by.  He 

turned on the milk vat tap and milk began to 

pour out.  Unfortunately, he could not turn the 

tap off so he ran down the street and watched 

to see what would happen.  When the 

milkman returned milk was running down the 

gutter.  As you will imagine, he was not 

happy.  Later the boy’s mother found out what 

had happened.  She called her son and asked, 

“What did the milkman say to you when he 

saw what you had done?” 

“Oh, Mummy, he wasn’t talking to me, only 

spoke to Jesus.” 

mailto:dainasutherland@bigpond.com
mailto:paradmin@westnet.com.au
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2016 Merredin Community Show 
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Letter to the Editor 

Do you have something to say?  Send a 
“Letter to the Editor” at  

administration@merredincrc.com 

To submit 

an article or  

photos, 

email  
administration@merredincrc.com 

As a citizen of Merredin I would 
like to voice my opinion on the 
ponding that occurs on  the park 
pathways.  As a user of the 
pathways each and every 
morning this saddens me when 
you have employees or hierarchy 
not interested in doing something 
about it. We have to walk on the 
lawn to get past some of them. 
The lawn is greasy and soiled 
with bird droppings. The 
Memorial has seepage and is not 
a good look for locals or visitors 
who go there.  Sprinklers spray 
the roads and not the lawns.  As 
Shire workers you need to have 
pride in your job. Standards have 
slipped in Merredin since Roy 
Little left. 

Peter Adamson 

Shire Response: Thank you for 
voicing your concerns about the 
ponding and seepage in Roy 
Little Park and the Memorial, 
and we would like to extend our 
apologies for any difficulty you 
are experiencing with the 

Straying Sprinklers 
walking paths. We are aware that 
the cause of the seepage at Roy 
Little Park and Memorial are 
linked and, as the underlying 
issue is quite complex, it is not a 
simple solution. We would like to 
let you know that, with the 
assistance of engineers as well as 
our team, we are working 
towards a long term solution for 
both locations that will improve 
the appearance and usability of 
these areas. The planning of 
these solutions are still 
underway, and as they are a 
budget item, we hope to resolve 
the problems in the new financial 
year. 

Frequent activity around the 
sprinklers may cause them to 
become misaligned and we do 
appreciate any reports of 
sprinklers that are not facing 
where they are needed. Any 
further reports of misaligned 
sprinklers can be directed to the 
Shire of Merredin so that we can 
have them repositioned. 

Danielle Rhodes was found 
guilty of no authority to 
drive—suspended (other than 
fines suspension) had her 
license suspended for 9 
months, fined $400 and 
ordered to pay costs of 
$169.10. 

Robert Twomey was found 
guilty of no authority to drive 
(fines suspended), fined $200 
and ordered to pay costs of 
$169.10. 

Court Report 
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The process of moving the 
library from the Queen Street 
building to North Merredin 
Primary School commenced 
with Library staff packing up 
books as from Thursday 17th 
March.  The Library was closed 
on Monday 21st which is when 
the Shire workers, Library Staff 
and volunteers began 
transporting furniture, equipment 
and books to the new building, 
which consisted of 450 boxes 
and 16,000 books. 

It took 3 days to dismantle the 
shelving and it will be a week to 
put it all together with books on 
display. 

Merredin Library on the Move 

The move will completed by 
Monday 4th April. 

The new building will be twice 
the space and all being on 
ground level is more user 
friendly for patrons and staff. 

North Merredin Primary School 
has been vacant for some time 
and like many vacant buildings, 
not only in Merredin but any 
town, has the possibility of 
attracting vandalism.  Having the 
Library located there now may 
provide the catalyst for other 
community activities to be 
relocated. 

Regional Telecommunications 
Project improving mobile phone 
coverage.  Muntadgin is one of 
the latest locations to benefit 
The Wheatbelt continues to gain 
better access to mobile telephone 
coverage and high-speed wireless 
broadband, as part of an $85 
million investment through the 
State Government's Royalties for 
Regions program. 
Muntadgin is the latest location to 
be connected with reliable 3G 
coverage by Telstra, expanding the 
connectivity along the Wogarl-
Muntadgin Road and into the 
surrounding agricultural regions of 
the Wheatbelt. This area is 
renowned for its prosperous 
agricultural activities, so the new 
mobile telecommunications tower 
will help improve business into the 
future. 
Member for Central Wheatbelt Mia 
Davies said improving connectivity 
was a vital step forward for social 
and economic development in 
regional areas. 
“The mobile tower will ensure local 
businesses have access to necessary 
technology; it will be easier for 
families in Muntadgin and 
surrounds to keep in touch; people 
travelling on our roads will be safer 
and better equipped; and 
emergency services will have 
improved response times,” Ms 
Davies said. 
“It is great to see Royalties for 
Regions investments such as this 
contributing to building a better 

Muntadgin is Now Better Connected 
quality of life and paving a brighter 
future for everyone in our regions.” 
The State Government’s significant 
investment of $85m since 2012 in 
regional telecommunications is 
leading to the development of 266 
new mobile phone towers in 
regional WA. 
Ms Davies said it was imperative 
that mobile voice and data services 
are expanded in the regions to 
improve government service 
delivery and support the growth and 
prosperity of regional businesses 
and communities 
“The State Government’s 
investment in mobile 
telecommunications infrastructure 
is also helping to save lives in 
accident and emergency situations,” 
Ms Davies said. 
The planned rollout of the new 
regional phone towers across 
regional WA is the result of 
partnership between the State 
Government, Commonwealth and 
industry. 
Sixteen mobile base stations under 
the Regional Telecommunications 
Project have already been 
completed and switched on 
including towers within the 
Wheatbelt towns of Bolgart, 
Muntadgin, Tammin, Yerecoin, 
Wickepin, Westonia and Wongan 
Hills. 
For media enquiries please contact 
Mia Davies MLA on 9041 1702 
(Merredin Office), 9622 2871 
(Northam office) or email 
mia.davies@mp.wa.gov.au  

By LYNN HERBERT 

Merredin College has recently become a 
WASTEWISE school and has been 
successful in getting a WASTEWISE grant 
for start-up funding to improve our waste 
management at the school.  With this new 
funding we will be setting up a complete 
recycling structure from Kindergarten to 
Year 6 to deal with waste generated within 
the primary school.  Currently shredded 
paper is being used for our kitchen garden 
project for mulching/composting and for 
our chicken farm for nesting.  We will be 
extending this to encompass more paper 
waste and organic waste generated by 
school lunches.  We will be introducing 
worm farming, recycling bins for paper in 
classes, a reuse centre for the school and 
community and recycling bins for organic 
waste in the playground.  

This week we have started a Mobile Muster 
Program and are providing a place to 
recycle old mobile phones and lithium 
batteries.  Mobile phones contain copper, 
gold, silver and plastics that can be recycled 
into Stainless steel, plastic fence posts and 
jewellery.  All money raised by the Mobile 
Muster goes to help conserve chimpanzee 

Wastewise School 

Merredin Library Staff and Volunteers helping with the move 

habitats. We are also providing a collection 
point for Lions International Spectacle 
recycling. Spectacles collected are donated 
to Humanitarian organisations to provide to 
the needy who can’t afford to purchase 
spectacles.  If you have any old mobile 
phones, lithium batteries or spectacles you 
don't need, please drop them in to the 
college to prevent them going in to 
landfill.  We will continue to be a collection 
point for these items as we help our children 
learn to have a more sustainable future. 

mailto:mia.davies@mp.wa.gov.au
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On Thursday, 17th March, students from St 
Mary’s Parish made the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation for the first time.  

Thank you to Mr Ray Rose, Miss Seona Main 
and Mrs Zoe O’Malley for preparing the 
students, and Father Zyga for bestowing the 
sacrament. 

Congratulations to: 
Ellie Criddle 

Vincent McCormack 
Mia Barnett 
Jake Ruzayi 

Cosmo McGlynn 
Ruby McGlynn 
Noah Adamson 

Cullum Montgomery 
Catherine Fardell 

Joshwa Ruiz 
Baillie Dean 

Makayla Geier 

Sacrament of First 
Reconciliation 

On Wednesday, 16th March, students in Year 3 
and those preparing for the Sacrament of First 
Reconciliation, participated in a Retreat Day. 

Students enjoyed participating in three 
different workshops, including making 
Reconciliation banners for the Church, 
learning about the Parable of the Lost Sheep 
and watching the story of The Prodigal Son. 
Students attended morning Mass at the Church 
and watched a DVD about what happens 
during the sacrament.  

Thanks to Father Zyga, Sister Leonie, Miss 
Main and Mrs O’Malley for organizing the 
day. 

First Reconciliation 
Retreat 

St Joseph is Mother Mary’s husband, and is 
Jesus’ earthly father. We celebrated the feast 
day of St Joseph on Friday, 18th March. A 
carpenter, Joseph was an upright man who, 
as husband of the Virgin Mary, cared for 
Mary and the child Jesus.  

Thank you to the Year 5 class and Mrs 
McDonald for hosting this Mass. 

St Joseph’s Mass 

 

On Thursday, 17th March, Harmony 
Day was celebrated at St Mary’s 
School. Students dressed up in 
multicultural dress and participated 
in games and activities during 
Italian lessons.  

Harmony Day 

Holy Week Celebrations 

The week leading up to Easter is called Holy 
Week. It was celebrated at St Mary’s School 
and Parish by students attending re-enactments 
of the events leading up to Jesus’ death. 

Year 3 students re-enacted Palm Sunday on 
Monday, Year 4 students re-enacted the 
Washing of the Feet on Tuesday, Year 5 
students re-enacted the Last Supper on 
Wednesday and Year 6 students re-enacted the 
Stations of the Cross on Thursday.  
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Social Pages 

By CAROLYN TILLI 

The much anticipated RadioWest & 
Merredin Toyota Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
2016 was held at Apex Park on Wednesday 
23rd March drawing many families from 
Merredin and surrounds. 

Over 300 children watched as the Easter 
Bunny arrived driving a mini-train.  The 
Easter Bunny spent the afternoon taking 
children for train rides which he enjoyed as 
much as his little passengers.  (A huge thank 
to Doug Geier for the loan of the mini-train). 

The children were delighted once again with 
Sarah’s Cuddly Creatures Mobile Farm and 
Petting Zoo.  The gorgeous animals which 
included a pony, a cow, baby goats, chickens 
and guinea pigs were lavished with love and 
food by many adoring children – the animals 
went home full and happy after their day out 

RadioWest & Merredin Toyota Easter Egg Hunt 2016 
at the park. 

Crazy Fun Amusement Hire set up their 
large, colourful castles and provided 
entertainment and games which kept the 
children busy and bouncing. 

The weather was kind  as the children, 
mums, dads, nannas and pops  waited for the 
hero of the Easter Egg Hunt - the delicious 
“chocolate bunnies and chocolate eggs” - 
which were a delight to give to the children 
with their ever eager faces and many 
appreciative “big smiles” and “thank you’s”. 
The children need to be congratulated on 
their excellent behaviour and their gratitude.  

The backbone of this wonderful afternoon is 
the amazing volunteers who work hard to 
make this event such a success. Thank you to 
the boys from the Men’s Shed for cooking 
the sausages to feed the hungry mouths after 
school, a big thank you to Landmark 
Merredin for the loan of the BBQ and to 
Supa IGA for the sausages. Also, a big thank 
you to the ladies who manned the tables and 
helped give out chocolate gifts to the little 
hands and baskets waiting to be filled and for 
the Merredin CRC for providing the Easter 
Bunny. We truly appreciate the volunteers 
time and labour to make this day a success.  

 “This is our 3rd year hosting the Easter Egg 
Hunt and every year we attract more 
children. It’s a joy giving out Easter Eggs to 
the kids in the local communities and it’s a 
great way to start the Easter Celebrations.”, 
RadioWest Breakfast Announcer, Anthony 
Tilli said. 
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CRC COMMUNITY NEWS 
The CRC is a community owned and managed organisation that supports volunteers, provides events, services, information (government and non-government) and 

facilities for the community which include the Seniors Luncheon, Australia Day Breakfast, Merredin Markets and Pet Cemetery to name a few. 

Ph: 90411041  |  fax:  90411042   
110 Barrack Street,  

MERREDIN,  WA    
email: merredin@crc.net.au 

Promoting the CRC at the 
Show 
The Merredin Show is a great 
way to promote your community 
group, organisation or business.   
It is also a way to obtain some 
feedback about what you are 
doing.  We were very pleased to 
have a number of people put their 
names down as interested in Lite 
and Easy.  We now have 20 
names and have contacted Lite 
and Easy to let them know.  They 
are now looking into delivering 
to Merredin.  We will keep 
everyone informed how this is 
progressing. 
 
Aussie Yarns by Dave Goddard 
Come along to the Merredin CRC 
on Monday 11th April at 10am to 
hear from Author Dave Goddard 
about his books “Hiding Place” 
and “The Wiluna Solution”.   A 
light morning tea will be 
provided. 
Everyone welcome. 
 
Community Resource Centres  
It is interesting talking to people 
about CRCs.  Many people are 
still under the impression that 
CRCs are grant funded by the 
State Government and therefore 
think that some of our services 
should be free. 
Originally Telecentres (now 
CRCs) were funded $20,000 a 
year to provide access to 
technology within the 
community.  In 2009 under the 
Royalties for Regions funding 
Telecentres were renamed 
Community Resource Centres 
and were designed to provide the 
community with access to 
technology as previously done 
with Telecentres, but they were 
also to become a community hub 
and offer government and non 

government information and fill 
the gaps in communities in 
regards to other services and 
community events, activities and 
projects.  The CRCs were 
provided with grant funding to 
assist with the employment of a 
Coordinator and a Trainee, to 
purchase computers and other 
equipment and for some 
operational and promotional 
costs. 
As of July 2014 the grant funding 
ceased and CRCs were required 
to tender for a 3 year contract to 
deliver a range of government 
and non government information 
and services as well as Economic 
and Business Development 
Initiatives and Social 
Development Initiatives.   
The contract amount for the 
Merredin CRC is less than 
previously received under the 
grant system, which means that 
the CRC is required to operate as 
a business and charge for services 
to generate sufficient income to 
retain the current staffing levels. 
The Contract includes the 
employment of a trainee 
($20,000) which is well under the 
full amount that it costs to 
employ a trainee.  The Merredin 
CRC has employed Corey Tucker 
for the past 3 years, as the trainee 
and he has completed his 
Certificate III and IV in Business 
and is currently doing Certificate 
III in Information, Digital Media 
and Technology which he will 
finish in August this year.  The 
Contract does not allow the CRC 
to employ a trainee for more than 
3 traineeships, which means that 

the Merredin CRC needs to look 
at other avenues for income after 
August to retain Corey as an 
employee. 
The Merredin CRC is always 
looking for new opportunities 
and challenges and the 
production of the Phoenix 
Community and Regional News 
is one of these, which has 
resulted in some very positive 
feedback. 
 
Goodbye to Lyn Sayers and 
Welcome to Kellie Routledge 
Lyn Sayers was employed in mid 
January to assist the CRC with 
the Community News because of 
her experience at the Merredin 
Wheatbelt Mercury.  The staff 
were very appreciative of Lyn’s 
knowledge and guidance and 
everyone worked extremely well 
together as a team.  Lyn advised 
the Coordinator that she would 
finish work at the CRC on 21 
March.  We take this opportunity 
to publicly thank Lyn for her 
time at the CRC and wish her 
well for the future. 

Kellie 
Routledge 
commenced at 
the CRC on 
Tuesday 29th 
March in a part 
time 
administration 
position, which 
will allow 
Corey Tucker 
to take on some 
of the advertising work for the 
Phoenix.   
 
Merredin Community Show 
The Show is over for another 
year!  However the Show 
Committee and CRC Staff are 
keen to hear some feedback on 
this year’s Show – what was 
good, what was not so good or 
things that could be improved.  
Please contact the CRC via email 
– merredin@crc.net.au  
The Show Committee will be 
having a Debrief on Monday 4th 
April, so if you have any 
comments please have them into 
the CRC by then. 

Kellie Routledge 

mailto:merredin@crc.net.au
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Local Member for Central Wheatbelt Mia 
Davies MLA is again encouraging AvonLink 
and MerredinLink travellers to enter a 
competition to win a Smart Commuter card. 

“The competition is about rewarding locals 
patronising both the AvonLink and 
MerredinLink train services,” Ms Davies said 

“It is also about encouraging residents to use 

AvonLink and MerredinLink Trip Pays Off for Locals 
the service whenever possible to demonstrate 
how valuable this train is for the region. 

“The future of services can be directly and 
positively impacted through increased 
patronage.” 

The Smart Commuter card entitles winners to 
35% off all TransWA commuter train travel 
which includes the AvonLink, MerredinLink 

and Australind for all of 2016. 

To enter the competition patrons simply need 
to drop their used train ticket into the boxes 
provided in Ms Davies electorate office in 
Northam or Merredin. 

The winners for the February prize drawn 
yesterday by Ms Davies and Northam 
businessman Mr Rob Tinetti, were Yvette 
Wooltorton and Donald Bear from Northam 
and Elizabeth Lane from Merredin. There is 
one draw remaining at the end of this month. 

The AvonLink train service is currently part of 
a three year trial funded through Royalties for 
Regions to trial new ticketing and timetables 
in an effort to increase patronage. 

The proposal for the new service was 
developed by a working group of 
representatives from the Public Transport 
Authority, Wheatbelt Development 
Commission, Shires of Northam and Toodyay 
and community representatives. 

“The Avon Valley has been identified as a 
growth area for the State and a daily public 
train service to and from the region is critical 
to catering for future population and economy 
growth and prosperity,” Ms Davies said. 

“It is also a valuable and safe service for those 
that are unable to drive, catering for our 
seniors, those with disabilities and our youth.”  

All winners will be notified and announced on 
Hot FM Radiowest. 

For media enquiries please contact Mia 
Davies on 9041 1702 (Merredin office), 9622 
2871 (Northam office) or email 
mia.davies@mp.wa.gov.au Mia Davies MLA and competition winner Elizabeth Lane of Merredin 

Food Fun in Merredin 
By GRANT STAINER 

A large number of people 
attended the inaugural Merredin 
International Food Festival on 
Friday 18 March outside the 
Merredin Visitor’s Centre.  

Around 13 nationalities were 
represented, including Indian, 
Bangladeshi, New Zealand, 
German, Dutch, and of course 
Australian among others.  

Foods were prepared by 
Merredin residents who have a 
background in the nationality 
they were representing, either 
having been born overseas, or 
having a strong family link to 
their original country.  

Some cooks focussed on 
preparing just one specialty dish, 
and others prepared a variety of 
dishes from their homeland.  

Dana Mulvany and friend from 
New Zealand prepared special 
cheese-bread rolls, pavlova, and a 
special lolly cake.  

Salzar and Firoza prepared a 
special Bangladeshi vegetable 
pakora that was well liked.  Firoza serves Michelle a vegetable pakora 

(Photo by Grant Stainer) 

Representatives ready to serve their na-
tional food (Photo by Grant Stainer)  

Salzar and Firoza (Bangladesh) share a 
laugh with Dana Mulvany (New Zealand) 

(Photo by Grant Stainer)  

Bob French tries a rice dish (Photo by 
Grant Stainer)  

Dennis and Trevor from the 
Merredin Men’s Shed 
represented Australia with 
barbequed shrimps and skewered 
meat.  

Then there were the Hungarian 
dumplings with the plums inside. 
Just superb! 

The food sizes were just right, as 
due to there being so many foods 
to try, people ended the evening 
feeling very satisfied.  

People enjoyed chatting about 
their nationalities and foods, and 
people had an enjoyable night out 
and a free feed.  

mailto:mia.davies@mp.wa.gov.au
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Member for Central Wheatbelt 
Hon Mia Davies MLA has 
welcomed increased support for 
breastfeeding mums in the 
Wheatbelt thanks to a new 
telehealth service developed by 
the WA Country Health Service 
and King Edward Memorial 
Hospital.  

The project is part of the half a 
billion dollar Southern Inland 
Health Initiative, made possible 
by the State Government’s 
Royalties for Regions program. 

“New Mum’s experiencing issues 
with breastfeeding will be able to 
connect with specialist lactation 
consultants via videoconference 
from their local regional health 
service,” Mia said. 

“The new telehealth service links 
new mothers in the Wheatbelt 
with specialist lactation 
consultants at King Edward 
Memorial Hospital who are 
trained to help with issues such as 
attachment difficulties, 
breastfeeding a premature or 
small baby, and low milk 
production.” 

In Australia, 92% of babies are 
exclusively breastfed for the first 

Davies Welcomes New Wheatbelt Telehealth Service to Support Breastfeeding Mums 
month of their life however by 
six months, only 14% of babies 
are exclusively breastfed. This 
indicates that many mothers start 
out wanting to breastfeed their 
babies, but may experience issues 
and switch to formula feeding. 

Ms Davies said the telehealth 
service had been developed as 
part of the Maternal Health 
Service Improvement Project and 
was in line with the push for 
people to access better healthcare 
and support closer to home.  

“Other initiatives introduced 
under the Maternal Health 
Service Improvement project, 
such as community midwives and 
telehealth antenatal education, are 
contributing to safer pregnancies, 
births and infant care, and better 
outcomes for babies and their 
mums,” she said. 

The Southern Inland Health 
Initiative is improving access to 
medical and emergency coverage, 
providing new and improved 
modern health facilities and new 
models of health care delivery.  

To find out more, go to 
www.health.wa.gov.au/
southerninland  

For media enquiries please 
contact Mia Davies MLA on 
9041 1702 (Merredin Office), 
9622 2871 (Northam office) or 

Mia Davies MLA, Megan Anderson and Baby Sienna 

email mia.davies@mp.wa.gov.au  

By ROY BUTLER 

Are you planning to build or 
renovate? Are you concerned 
about high power bills and the 
thermal comfort of your home? 
On Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 of 
April you can get help, right here 
in Merredin, from Sid Thoo, 
architect, consultant and educator. 
Sid specialises in eco-effective 
design and construction. He has 
written and lectured extensively 
on the subject, and is a passionate 
practitioner of integrated 
sustainability.  

At 3 pm on Saturday 16, at the 
Community Garden in Bates 
Street, Sid will give a presentation 
on the latest solar passive design 
principles. He will also host a 
mini-forum to brainstorm some 
ideas for improving building 
sustainability in this community.  

On Sunday morning you will have 
the rare opportunity for a one-to-
one consultation with Sid at your 
home. He will review your ideas. 
You will definitely be informed 
and enthused! 

Sid is a lively, engaging presenter. 
He works with a diverse mix of 
private clients, local authorities 
and property developers. In all of 
his projects he works to achieve 
environmentally considerate, 
socially engaging and economical 

Speed Date a Sustainable Designer in Merredin 
design outcomes.  

The Merredin Small Green Steps 
group invited Sid. He has 
generously offered to come to 
Merredin without fee. Instead, he 
suggested that attendees and those 
who have a personal consultation 
with him give a donation to a 
charity relating to homelessness 
and/or crisis accommodation. 

For more information or to book a 
Sunday morning consultation with 
Sid, email Renee Manning 
rmmanning@westnet.com.au or 
phone 0408 887 213. 

Sid Thoo 

http://www.health.wa.gov.au/southerninland
http://www.health.wa.gov.au/southerninland
mailto:mia.davies@mp.wa.gov.au
mailto:rmmanning@westnet.com.au
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Sharon Mary Ivey 
By LORRAINE COCKRAM 

Sharon Mary Ivey was born in a small town 
called St George Queensland on the 12th 
January 1947 to Rita & George Moore.  Sharon 
was the fifth eldest of seven children, she is 
survived by her older brother Donny and 
younger brother Boyd.  Sharon was a Sister in 
Law to Jacqui, Pete, Gloria & David. 

St George was a cotton farming town and was a 
small country town like Merredin so everybody 
knew everybody and Sharon was a force to be 
reckoned with even at a young age. She had a 
nickname back then, Punchy Moore.  She 
would punch first and ask questions later.  One 
story in particular that she told me, was when 
she was about 14 years old and was at the 
movies.  She overheard this girl Marvyn Such 
talking about her, so Sharon went up to her and 
said “be at the laneway after the pictures.”  Well 
there were skirts and petticoats flying, the 
police came and turned around and said “is it 
finished?” and Sharon said yes and she turned 
around to this girl and said “be out of town by 
sun up.”  I said to her who did you think you 
were Whyatt Earp? 

When Sharon was 16 she gave birth to her first 
child Lance, he was born 1st April 1963, then 
two years later she had her 2nd son Craig born 
6th September 1965.  Sharon decided to move to 
Brisbane to give the boys a better life.  Sharon 
began working at the Trans Continental Hotel 
as a bar maid and Lance & Craig stayed at 
Turfnall boys home and she would visit them on 
her days off.  Sharon was not only a barmaid, 
she was also a singer and she could yodel.  She 

sang with Jonny O’Keefe and Chad Morgan.  
Whilst singing at the pub one Saturday night a 
group of young Army guys walked in and in 
amongst them was this tall dark handsome skinny 
guy.   Sharon had to go to another venue to sing 
and asked anyone for a lift and her knight in 
shining green uniform came to the rescue and as 
they say the rest is history.   

Sharon and Mike were married in St George on 
the 30th September 1967 she was 20 and Mike 
was 22.  After the wedding they went and got the 
boys and Mike took on the responsibility of 
raising them and adopted them which was a big 
commitment for a young man of that age.  Not 
long after this they moved to Toowoomba where 
their 3rd child Tanya was born on the 19th 
November 1968.  They decided to move their 
young family back to Bodallin, so across the 
Nullarbor they came.  In July of 1972 they then 
moved into Merredin for work.  Sharon started 
work in the January of 1972 in Gribbles, which 
later became Dewson's, and then IGA. She 
worked there 4 months shy of 40 years.  Sharon 
also cleaned the Post Office for 25 years.  For the 
last 4 years Sharon has been cleaning the railway 
barracks and she loved the banter she had with the 
guys. I know she will be greatly missed by all of 
them. 

It was due to Sharon’s oldest granddaughter 
Melinda getting gravely ill that Sharon decided to 
become a volunteer ambulance officer, and she 
was a brilliant one.  It was as an ambulance 
officer that she touched many peoples lives.  
Sharon was not only a Grade 2 officer, but she 
also maned the 000 phone and she did the rosters 
and also became Chairperson.  Sharon was 
passionate about her ambulance and she could not 
have done this without the full support of Mike,  
as it took up a lot of her time.   Sharon served 
with the Ambulance for 28 years.  She saw her 
fair share of sadness but also she had some happy 
times especially helping babies to be born.  A lot 
of her time on the ambulance was spent with Mel 
Potter.  Sharon was very passionate about the 
Ambulance Service in town, and was not afraid to 
be vocal when needed.  Sharon was a driving 
force in getting the new ambulances, and she 
organized a walkathon to Burracoppin to raise 
much needed funds.  She was also instrumental in 
getting the Westonia Sub Centre up and running 
as a branch of the Merredin Sub Centre. Sharon 
was always on a quest to get new volunteers for 
the sub centre.   Sharon left the service about 4 
years ago now but was made a Life member and 
she was well respected by current members and 
the past members who served with her as shown 
in the wonderful Honour Guard they have done 
for Sharon at her wake and she would have been 
deeply touched by all who attended.  

In 2002 Sharon was asked to run for the seats of 
Merredin by the Labour Party, she said she would 
run as she loved a challenge. She did extremely 
well and she won three seats in the Merredin 
District.  She was overjoyed and stated “Wow a 
checkout chick has done so well”.  That was the 
respect that Sharon had within the towns people. 

Sharon was also passionate about the Doctor 
situation in town and she had been fighting this 
problem for a number of years.  She took a bus 
load of Merredin Citizens down to Perth and 
marched on Parliament.  She stated she would 
chain herself to Parliament if the Health Minister 
at the time did not come out and speak to them 
which he did.  Sharon also marched on the Shire 
and Hospital to get a better health system for this 
town.  Up until late last year she was still getting 
phone calls from concerned citizens regarding the 

In Loving Memory 

health issues for the town. I hope her dream 
finally becomes a reality.  Sharon was always the 
first to put her hand up to help anyone in need, 
from helping people who had accidents to needing 
funds  raised.  She put together a fundraiser for 
the residents affected by fires in the hills of Perth 
and the last time was the Esperance bush fires. 

Sharon & Mike brought a caravan and loved 
nothing more than hitching it up and going 
travelling.  We did a few trips with them and it 
was the best time.  I only wished Sharon had got 
more trips in.   

Sharon was a terrible practical joker, she loved it 
and it drove Mike mad.  I think between her 
family and myself we copped most of them but 
she used to love to scare fellow ambo officers and 
the staff at Dewsons when she worked there.   
Sharon was very proud of her family, especially 
her children Lance, Craig and Tanya.  She used to 
love to tell people she had eight granddaughters 
and they are Melinda, Shannon, Terryn, Caitlyn, 
Brooke, Paige, Shae & Demi.  Then came the 
great grandchildren and she had nine of them 
Neva, Jake, Bella, Dylan, Chase, Blaze, Chelsea, 
Emmily & Charlie she loved you all very much. 

I would just like to tell you one more story before 
I finish; we had gone back to St George for 
Sharon’s sister’s funeral.  We went to the rugby 
club for a few light ales and then onto the pub.  A 
couple of her nephews friends were giving us a 
hard time about being west Australian. Sharon 
was most undignified because she said to them I 
was born here and they said it doesn’t matter 
cause she lived here.  Well after a few more ales 
on both parties one of them decided to go to the 
toilet and Sharon gave me that look, she went and 
sat on a stool just outside of the toilet in the bar 
and waited.  He walked out and she had taken her 
teeth out and said to him give me a kiss and she 
puckered up, well he just screamed and ran, the 
whole place erupted in laughter and I really 
thought she was going to pee herself she was 
laughing so much and she looked at me and just 
said payback.   

She was a stoic lady she certainly had a mind of 
her own, but she was so well respected by 
everyone. She will be greatly missed by all those 
who loved and knew her.  Rest now Sharon you 
deserve it. 
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By KIRSTY ROCHFORD 

I’ve just got back from a little gathering in 
Kulin called ‘Blazing Swan’, where they get 
you out of the car at the gate and cover you 
with hugs!  For those who don’t like hugging 
strangers this is far from invited, however, 
for those of us who know the benefits of 
hugging, we revel in it.  One of the things 
that I love about these festivals is the amount 
of joy you can see on people’s faces as they 
hug a stranger, or catch up with an old 
friend.  So today, here are the scientifically 
proven benefits of hugging: 

1. Relaxes your muscles and relieves pain 

Hugging releases endorphins which relieve 
pain by blocking pain pathways.  When we 
hug our muscles relax and release the tension 
in our bodies.  Hugging soothes aches by 
increasing circulation in the soft tissue, 
which removes pain stimulating peptides.  So 
hug someone if you’re in pain. 

2. Makes you feel happier and boosts self 
esteem 

Holding a hug for an extended time increases 

Can I get a Hug? the amount of serotonin and endorphins 
released from the brain, this improves your 
mood and makes you feel happier.  People 
experience depression or sadness when their 
serotonin levels are low.  So hug someone if 
they’re feeling blue.  It also boosts your self-
esteem.  From the time that we are born our 
families’ hugs show us that we are loved and 
special, and this association of hugs and self-
worth continue through life.  

3. Relieves Depression & 
Neurodegenerative Disorders 

Hugging increases the amount of dopamine 
production in your brain.  Low dopamine 
levels are seen in depression, and can make 
you feel less blue.  Low dopamine can also 
be seen in conditions like Parkinson’s 
disease, and I’m not claiming that hugging 
will cure the disease, but what’s to lose? 

4. Balances the Nervous System 

Hugging stimulates the parasympathetic 
system which is responsible for helping us to 
relax, and slow down.   Many people live in 
a constant state of high anxiety and stress 
which puts the sympathetic nervous system 
on alert. When this happens the 
parasympathetic nervous system is under 
active.  By stimulating the parasympathetic 
nervous system in a hug, we can restore 
balance. With the balance restored, we 
naturally slow down our pace of life and feel 
calmer. 

5. Alleviates Stress 

Cortisol is released when we are feeling 
stressed.  Hugging will reduce the amount of 
circulating cortisol in the blood and make us 
feel less stressed.  It also helps decrease 
cortisol-induced hyperglycemia and diabetes 
mellitus.  So hug someone who looks 
stressed.  Also, hugs are much like 
meditation and laughing, they help us to let 
go and be in the present. 

6. Increases bonding 

Hugging can release the hormone oxytocin 
from the brain.  Oxytocin is the ‘love drug’ 

which makes you feel more bonded.  It helps 
build trust and a sense of safety.  So at the 
very least, hug the people you love every 
day. 

7. Increases empathy and understanding 

Hugging is natural to show someone you are 
happy for them, sad for them, have missed 
them, are attracted to them  etc.  Hugging 
shows these emotions in a way that words 
can’t explain. 

8. Decreases heart rate and improves 
heart health 

Our heart rates actually decrease when we 
are hugging people who are important to us.  
Studies have shown that being separated 
from these important people will actually 
increase our heart rates by 10 beats per 
minute!  Decreased heart rates help with 
decreasing blood pressure and cardiac health 
issues. 

9. Boosts Immune System 

Hugging decreases the stress hormone 
cortisol.  Cortisol is known to inhibit the 
immune system and we need a strong 
immune system to prevent us from getting 
sick.  So hug your kids every day to help 
keep them healthy. 

10. Reduce worry of Mortality 

Studies show that hugging can reduce the 
worry of mortality.  These studies show that 
even hugging an inanimate object like a 
teddy bear can help, also, even imagining 
hugging someone you love will help release 
serotonin, dopamine and endorphins making 
you feel happier. 

 

There is a saying ’We need four hugs a day 
for survival.  We need eight hugs a day for 
maintenance.  We need twelve hugs a day 
for growth’.  So get hugging! I encourage 
you to try something; never be the first one 
to let go of the hug.  You’d be surprised how 
much people want to be hugged.     
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Congratulations to Trent Starcevich 
and Jenna Muir 

By BEV STANES 

Trent Starcevich (Year 12) has been selected to take part in the 2016 
Purposeful Academic Classes for Excelling Student Program (PACES) 
in one of his ATAR subjects, Maths Methods. Exceptionally high 
achieving students are invited to attend the PACES program based on 
the data collected from the Department’s Year 11 ATAR predictor. In 
my time at Merredin College, Trent is the first student to be invited to 
take part in this prestigious program which offers tutorial sessions at 
Curtin University so that they are given the best chance of excelling in 
their ATAR exams.  We congratulate Trent and his teacher Mr Mike 
Gibbon. 
Congratulations also to Jenna Muir, Year 11 who was selected to attend 
the United Nations State Conference which was held recently in Perth. 
The conference was themed around issues of Indigenous rights, equality 
and reconciliation. Jenna participated in workshop, and games, listened 
to many inspirational speakers and took part in the UN model debate 
where Jenna represented the country of Haiti.  In July, Jenna travels to 
China for 12 days since she has been selected to attend the Envision 
Global Young Leaders Conference. 300 people from 145 different 
countries will attend along with Jenna. She will visit Shanghai, 
Hangzhou, Beijing and Xian.  During the conference she will be 
focusing on global leadership, cross cultural communication and 
international peace along with a very exciting schedule which includes a 
visit to the Terra Cotta Warriors, the Great Wall, old China and many 
other fantastic places.  
Both Trent and Jenna show just what is possible with some grit and 
determination. Well done to both of you as you are terrific role models. 

Year 6 Camp 

By LORRAINE SHREEVE 

Week 6 (8 March) saw the Year 6 
students travel to Dwellingup for 
their annual Year 6 camp. It was 
four days full of leadership and 
adventure activities. Activities 
included kayaking, raft building, 
team building rope and climbing 
tasks; nature arts and crafts and the 
biggest hits were the flying fox and 
wall climbing at night. The evenings 
were full of games and activities but 
the most enjoyable one was our 
“fashion expo” with famous judges 
flown in for the evening. Each 
morning began with shooting hoops 
with Mr Close as a wakeup call and 
then onto breakfast set up. The food 
was fabulous and there was always 
plenty of it.  

From a teacher’s point of view, the 
numerous comments about how well 
the students conducted themselves 
made the week so very enjoyable. 
Thank you to all the parents for their 
hard work in fundraising and paying 
for camp as we all know it is a 
struggle at the beginning of the year. 
You should all be very proud of 
your children – we had an amazing 
time!!! 

Year 6 Halogen 
Young Leaders 

Day 
By LORRAINE SHREEVE 

On Thursday 17th March our Year 
6 school leaders and vice captains 
travelled to the metropolitan area 
for the annual Halogen Young 
Leaders’ Day. It was a day full of 
motivating talks, activities and 
music from a variety of presenters. 
The one that struck a major chord 
with all students was the 2015 
Young Australian of the Year 
recipient who was deaf. She had 
her speech translated but the 
students were in awe of how much 
she had achieved and was still 
trying to achieve. The fact that she 
was not able to hear was not 
considered a “disability” to her – it 
was just the way it was!!  

Our students had the chance to 
meet the man who inspired the 
Paper Planes movie and listened to 
his story, which was very 
inspirational. Students came away 
realising that  most great leaders 
do not see themselves as a leader. 
They just do the same as everyone 
else and others follow. This was a 
very worthwhile day filled with 
thoughtful messages for our 
students.  

Year 7-12 Halogen 
Young Leaders Day 

By LORRAINE SHREEVE 

On 18th March, the Merredin 
College Student Leadership 
group, consisting of the Years 7-
11 Middle School Councillors and 
the Year 12 Student Council also 
attended a leadership workshop. 
This was held at the Perth 
Convention Centre. The 
conference’s underlying message 
for this year was Master the 
Little, with students being made 
aware that all the little things they 
do which lead to bigger things 
along the way. 

The inspirational speakers 
included Nathan “Dubsy” Want 
who is one of Australia’s 
emerging voices in youth culture, 
Alex Malley, author of the Naked 
CEO and CEO of CPA Australia. 
Taku Scrutton who is a Cultural 

Ambassador who grew up in 
Zimbabwe and now promotes 
Cultural Awareness within 
Australia. The fourth speaker was 
Dylan Parker who is a Paper 
Pilot, one of only 2 in the world. 
As occurred for the Year 6 
students who attended the 
previous day, the final speaker 
was the 2015 Young Australian of 
the Year – Drisana Levitzke Gray.  
Drisana was born into a family 
with deaf parents with a deaf 
brother and extended deaf family. 
She is dedicated to helping other 
deaf people and advocating their 
human rights. All the speakers 
inspired our students and 
provided them with the thought 
that “anything is possible.”  

Merredin College would like to 
thank the generous donation made 
by Collgar Windfarm which 
allowed the student leadership 
group to attend this interesting 
and inspirational event. 
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Trading Post 

 

Over 30 years experience in carpentry and all aspects of 
building work, specialising in roofing, flooring, decking, 

pergola's and gazebo's.  

For all your remodelling and extension needs, we offer 
free quotes and design advice. Quality workmanship 

guaranteed. Fully insured. 

A.B.N: 90 648 851 048 

Office: 9041 5235  or call Tom on  
Mobile: 0487 434 210 

Email: t.b.construction8@gmail.com 

T & B Construction 

PLUMBING CABINET MAKING 

EARTH MOVING PLASTERING ROOFING 

PEST CONTROL CARPENTRY 

GLASS SERVICES 

mailto:t.b.construction8@gmail.com
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By GRANT STAINER 

Door knobs was the theme for this month’s 
Camera Club meeting, and it was really tricky 
to make door knobs look interesting. However, 
everyone rose to the challenge and took some 
good photos. 

Nineteen photos of door knobs were entered in 
the theme section, and 21 photos filled the 
open section.  

The judge this month was former Merredin 
Camera Club President Lemuel Tan, who 
moved to Perth last year. Lemuel Tan is a 
superb photographer who has won many 
competitions, including most recently taking 
out second place at the 2015 Perth Royal 
Show photo competition. 

From among the many door knobs, Mr Tan 
awarded gold to Daina Sutherland’s 
“Forgotten Secrets”, and silver to Caryn 
Adamson’s “Gainsborough Door Knobs” and 
Megan Simmonds’ “Locked In”. 

In the open section, Mr Tan awarded gold to 

A Knobby Photo Theme Pippa deLacy’s “Clouds”, and silver to 
Margret Schell’s “Grass Glow”, Kate 
Caughey’s “South Perth Jetty” and “Dripping 
Stick”, Caryn Adamson’s “Freeway”, and 
Pippa deLacy’s “Summer Storms”. 

Club members voted slightly differently to Mr 
Tan, although in the theme section they also 
awarded first place to Daina Sutherland’s 
“Forgotten Secrets”. Second place went to 
Kate Caughey’s “Broken Doorknob”, and 
third place went to Pippa deLacy’s “Antique 
Knob”.  

In the open section, club members awarded 
first place to Megan Simmonds’ “Windmill in 
the Window”, second place to Pippa deLacy’s 
“Clouds”, and third place to Daina 
Sutherland’s “Surprise Visitor”.  

The Merredin Camera Club also held it’s 
AGM on the same night, where Megan 
Simmonds was returned as President. We also 
welcomed Margret Schell as the new Vice 
President.  

The Merredin Camera Club holds it’s 

Broken Doorknob (Photo by Kate Caughey) 

Clouds (Photo by Pippa deLacy) Forgotten Secrets (Photo by Daina Sutherland) Gainsborough Door Knobs (Photo by Caryn Adamson) 

meetings at the Merredin Playgroup building 
on Throssell Road, and will have it’s next 
meeting on Wednesday 27 April 2016, where 
the theme is “something broken”.  

For more information about the Merredin 
Camera Club, please email Daina Sutherland 
at dainasutherland@bigpond.com 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

For Sale  
(Under $500) 

Garage Sale 
MONSTER GARAGE SALE Household items, 

fridge, freezer, 8 seater lounge etc.  Tools, electrical 

saws, welders, drill presses, bench saw and lots more.  

3rd April, all must go.  20 Railway Ave, Nungarin.  

Call 9046 5008. 

The Merredin Netball Association is seeking 

expressions of interest to fill the position of our 

Canteen Coordinator for the 2016 season (May—

Sept).  The Coordinator is required to undertake 

approximately seven hours work per week, with the 

majority of these hours to be undertaken on a 

Saturday at the MRC&LC.  To seek further 

information, contact 0428 415 594 or submit your 

expression of interest to PO Box 240, Merredin WA 

6415 or email merredinnetball@hotmail.com by the 

7th April 2016.  Attractive remuneration available. 

 

 

 

 

 

SHIRE OF WESTONIA 

POSITION VACANCY- GRADER OPERATOR  

(FINAL TRIM) 

An excellent opportunity exists for a person with plant 
operation experience to join Council’s outside work force. 
 

Requirements for the position include: 
 

 Previous Final Trim Plant Operation Experience 

 hold a current minimum ‘HR’ Driver’s License 
(minimum)  

 Police Clearance, and  

 Pass a pre-placement medical examination. 
 

Attractive conditions of employment are offered including 
salary in the range of $64,000- $68,000, inclusive of guaranteed 
overtime, service payments, with matching superannuation 
contributions and other benefits.  Suitable housing can be 
arranged if required. 
 

Westonia is a dynamic rural community situated 316km east of 

the Perth in the Wheatbelt.  The town is well serviced with 

shopping, medical, swimming pool, excellent sporting facilities 

with schooling available in nearby Merredin. The community is 

currently experiencing substantial development through mining 

and lifestyle growth. 
 

Further details including a position package may be made by 
contacting Judd Hobson, Works Supervisor on 9046 7063 or 
0427 467 082. 
 

Applications should be sent to the undersigned at Shire of 
Westonia, Wolfram St, Westonia 6423, by 5.00pm Friday 8th 
April 2016. 

Jamie Criddle 

CHIEF EXCUTIVE OFFICER 

Thank You 
On behalf of the Ivey family we would personally like 

to thank all the wonderful people that helped myself 

and my family with the sad loss of our loved one 

Sharon.  Your kindness and support will never be 

forgotten.  We appreciate all the cards, donations of 

food, phone calls and home visits.  Please accept this 

as our families personal “thank you”. 

Wanted to Buy 
Cash paid FJ Panel Van or similar running or not, 

wanted for restoration.  Phone Barry on 0468518528. 

Public Notices 

The winners of the Merredin Community Show 

Raffle are as follows: Camper Trailer Winner is Goof 

Murfit with ticket number 065.  Winner of the Push 

Bikes is Deb Alberti with ticket number 088.  Permit 

Number: L208072815. 

Shearing Hand Piece with 20 cutters and 10 combs.  

$100.  Call Norm on 0458 441 763. 

For Sale  
(Over $500) 

Caravan 20ft Franklin, front kitchen, full sized 
stove, new electric fridge, queen bed plus one single, 
café style dining, tandem axle licence, old but lovely.  
Call Norm on 0458 441 763. 

Computer monitors $10 each, keyboard and mouse 
set $10 each, Sunbeam Café Series Coffee Machine 
$80.  Call the CRC on 9041 1041. 

Positions Vacant 

Positions Vacant 

 
 
 
 

Have you got something 
to sell?  If it’s under 

$500, you can advertise 
in the classifieds for 

FREE! So get rid of your 
unwanted items and 

make some cash. 
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Sports 

By BEN JARDINE 

On the 27 of February Nukarni hosted Bruce 
Rock with spots in the finals still up for grabs. 
Bruce Rock batted first and started poorly 
losing their first three wickets for twelve runs 
and other than a handy knock from R King the 
rest of the team showed little resistance with 
five getting ducks. This total was chased down 
with ease scoring an eight wicket win. 

Nukarni Bowling   
B Jardine  5 for 7 off six overs 
J Partington 3 for 42 off 8 overs 
Nukarni  Batting  
R Woods 45 not out 
S Hooper  42 
Bruce Rock Bowling  
D Bow   1 for 20 off 9 overs 
Bruce Rock Batting  
R King  49 not out 
 

On the 5th of March Nukarni travelled to the 
top placed Narembeen to play the last of the 
home and away fixtures. Nukarni needed to 
win this to host a home final the following 
week. Narembeen batted first and posted a 
very healthy score of 186 off their 45 overs 
and losing only six wickets.  This game came 
down to the wire with Nukarni needing 10 
runs with one wicket in hand and got them 

with three balls to spare.  
 
Nukarni Bowling  
S Hooper  2 for 36 off 10 overs  
M Harrod 1 for 6 off 2 overs 
Nukarni Batting   
R Woods 70 
P Gray   40 not out 
Narembeen Bowling  
J Sprigg  3 for 7 off 10 overs 
Narembeen Batting   
S Yandle  113 

 
On the 12th of March Nukarni hosted Kulin/
Kondinin in the first final with the winner 
going through to the grand final the following 
week. Nukarni batted first and got off to a bad 
start with R Woods run out without facing a 
ball in the first over. Nukarni lost steady 
wickets until Lane and Harrod steadied the 
ship with a 55 run partnership getting the hosts 
to a total of 198 off their 45 overs. Kulin/
Kondinin were on target at three for 81 at 
drinks but a devastating spell from V Smith 
after drinks saw them loose 7 wickets for eight 
runs and advancing Nukarni through to the 
grand final. 

Nukarni Bowling  
V Smith  6 for 23 off 10 overs 
S Hooper  3 for 18 off 6 overs 
Nukarni Batting   

2015/2016 EDCA Premiers Nukarni Cricket Club 

Cricket C Lane  72 not out 
M Harrod   31 
Kulin/Kondinin Bowling  
J West   1 for 25 off 10 overs 
Kulin/Kondinin Batting  
D Tholstrup 56 

Nukarni then travelled to Narembeen to take 
on the hosts in the Grand final. Narembeen 
had sat on top of the ladder all year and had 
hardly been beaten and Nukarni were chasing 
their first premiership in around 20 years. 
Nukarni won the toss and batted with the top 
order all getting starts.  At the end of their 45 
overs they had managed to make 176 which 
was a competitive total with runs on the board 
in a final being a good spot to be in. 
Narembeen were on the back foot from the 
start being 3 for 19 thanks to a firey opening 
spell from J Partington. They then steadied 
before losing their next wicket with the score 
at 73. The end then came quickly with the leg 
spin of S Hooper running through the middle 
to tail end bowling them out for a modest total 
of 88. 

Nukarni Bowling  
S Hooper  5 for 26 off 9 overs 
J Partington  2 for 13 off 7 overs 
Nukarni Batting   
S Hooper 42 
P Gray   41 not out 
D Gardiner  34 
Narenbeen Bowing  
J Sprigg  3 for 32 off 10 overs 
Narembeen Batting  
D Gray  31 
 
Following the game the Association awards 
for the season were presented and were as 
follows  

Batting Aggregate  S Yandle 

Batting Average R Woods 

Bowling Aggregate B Jardine 

Bowling Average B Jardine 

Cricketer of the year J West 

Most catches  J West/D Gardiner  

Player of Finals  S Hooper 

Grand Final Man of the Match S Hooper 

Thanks must go to the umpires on the day for 
a great job and to the Kulin/Kondinin cricket 
club for running the association for the past 
two years before handing it on. 

By SHARON SOUTHALL 

Summer Cup is now in full swing with 
numbers increasing each week. The 
competition is tight and current joint leaders, 
after 3 rounds are Trevor Waterhouse and 
Sharon Southall.  It is not too late to come 
along and join in.  Members and non-members 
are more than welcome to come down on 
Sunday at 2.30pm for a 3pm hit off, playing 
10 holes of Stableford. 

OPENING DAY for winter competition is 

Merredin Golf Club 
Saturday 16th April. Sponsored by 
Cellarbrations and the format is a two person 
ambrose.  Names in at 11.30am for a 12.00pm 
hit off. New golfers, both men and women will 
be warmly welcomed. 

BUSY BEES: Prior to start of the season there 
is plenty to be done around the course and 
busy bees are scheduled for Saturday 2nd 
April and Saturday 9th April. Please meet at 
the Shed at 8.30am and bring along trailers, 
rakes and chainsaws.  

JUNIOR GOLF : 2016 sees the return of 
Junior Golf to Merredin Golf Club.  So if you 
are aged between 10 and 17 years of age (girls 
and boys) and are keen to have a go at Golf, 
then please contact Sharon 0428 714 374 for 
further details. 

LADIES GOLF: Wednesday golf is on again 
for the ladies in 2016. Hit off is at 12pm. New 
golfers ( including beginners) will be warmly 
welcomed and if you would like to come and 
have a try but don't have equipment then 
please give Sharon a call on 0428714374 so 
we can help you out. 

HAPPY GOLFING!! 
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Sports 

Merredin Basketball 
Wednesday 23 March 
Under 12 Boys—White (14) 
defeated Yellow (5), Black (20) 
defeated Blue (12) 
Under 12 Girls— White (18) 

 

defeated Green (12), Maroon (24) 
defeated Black (18) 
Under 16 Boys—White (29) 
defeated Black (26), Maroon (23) 
defeated Purple (21) 

 

Under 16 Girls—Red (30) defeated 
White (28), Blue (50) defeated Green 
(29) 
 

Women B—Vets defeated Djindas, 
Fury 1 defeated Fury 2 

 

Women A—Burra defeated Mystics 
Blue, Sonics defeated Mystics Pink 
 

Men—Burra Tropics defeated 
Bulls, Lakers defeated Snakes 

By DONNA CROOK 

On Wednesday 23rd March during the start of the 
Junior 2015/2016 basketball finals in front of Life 
Members Judy Jefferys, Donna Crook, Lloyd 
Maloney and Sally Trunfio a special presentation  
to someone who has done an enormous amount of 
work for Merredin Basketball. 

A Life Membership is bestowed to someone who 
has gone above and beyond just participating in 
their sport, someone who takes an active role in 
the running of our Association.  As this person has 
done a lot of work over the years for the junior 
association it was felt that this Life Membership 
should be awarded during the junior games. This 
year the Committee has decided to induct 
Kathleen Brown as a Life Member of the 
Merredin Basketball Association.  

In Kath's earlier years she was known more for 
playing netball than basketball.  Then she saw the 
light. She went on to play for Shamrocks, retired 
then played for Vets (finally hanging up the boots 
in 2015).  

Kath  became further involved in the Merredin 
Basketball Association when her children 
commenced playing Juniors.  In early 2007 Kath 
took up the role of Junior Co-ordinator within the 
Association. 

Many people may not realise but when you take 
on this job it involves around 7 months of the 

Merredin Basketball Association—Life Member Presentation 
year.  From organising registration forms, liaising 
with the centre, formation of teams, organising 
fixtures & umpires every week, trying to plan the 
season around other events in town, finals, 
trophies and anything else that crops up.  At 
various times over 10 years as Junior Co-
ordinator, Kath also took on the role Junior 
Country Week Co-ordinator.  This involved 
organising sometimes up to 5 junior teams to 
attend Country Week over various weekends.  She 
would be organising Coaches, Training times, 
accommodation, planning of the weekend and 
then being manager of various teams over the 
years.  She would also then try to arrange various 
fund raising functions to cut the cost of the 
weekend.  

During Kath's time as Junior Co-Ordinator she 
was the major push behind the Association 
supplying singlets for the Juniors.  In previous 
years all players needed to supply their own 
singlet.   Kath set about this by getting a number 
of businesses in town to donate and have their 
business name of a set of uniforms for the under 
12's.  We soon had 14 sets of new singlets the 
under 12's.  She then organised fundraising so the 
Association could purchase the Under 16 singlets.  

Kath never lets a fundraising opportunity go by.   
During this time she has raised many thousands of 
dollars for the Merredin Basketball Association 
and given endless hours to ensure that Merredin 

Basketball Association continues to grow from 
strength to strength. 

Even though she or any of her children are no 
longer playing she has been one of the driving 
forces upon a fundraising campaign to look at 
options for cooling the indoor courts.  She does 
say that once she meets this goal that will be it. 
(Again). 

 The Merredin Basketball Association thanks 
Kath for all the effort and time that she has put in 
to the Association for the past 15 years and hope 
this Life Membership goes part of the way to 
saying Thank You. 

Kathleen Brown receives Basketball Association Life 

Membership 


