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By IAN PATERSON 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the 
Battle of Long Tan.  Each year on the 18th of  
August, Vietnam Veterans Day we honour 
and commemorate all those who served in 
Vietnam, including the 521 Australians who 
died and more than 3,000 people who were 
wounded, injured or became ill as a result of 
the conflict. 

The Battle of Long Tan, on 18th August 
1966, was one of the fiercest battles fought 
by Australian soldiers in the Vietnam War, 
involving 105 Australians and three New 
Zealanders from D Company 6RAR. A total 
of 17 Australians were killed in action and 25 
were wounded, one of whom later died of his 
wounds. 

D Company 6RAR were greatly assisted by 
an ammunition resupply from RAAF 
helicopters, close fire support from New 
Zealand's 161 Field Battery, together with 
additional artillery support from the 
Australian task force base at Nui Dat, and the 
arrival of reinforcements in Armoured 
Personnel Carriers (APCs) as night fell.  
Aubrey Tompkin was a driver of one such 
Armoured Personnel Carrier. 

Aubrey Tompkin, now 71, from Merredin 
WA visited Canberra recently to take part in 
the Vietnam Veterans Day commemorations.  
 
Aubrey was a driver of an Armoured 
Personnel Carrier (APC) in 1 APC Squadron, 
3 Troop during the rescue of troops in the 
Battle of Long Tan. Aubrey whose call-sign 
was 33Alpha was then under the command of 

Local Vietnam Vet acknowledged in Canberra 

Aubrey Tompkin visited Canberra for Vietnam Veterans Day commemorations. 

Adrian Roberts.  

He departed with A Company to support those 
under attack as part of a group of ten 
Armoured Personnel Carriers which pushed 
forward towards the battlefront and helped 
ward off the enemy.  

Aubrey is now associated with the Wheat Belt 
Vietnam Veterans group in Western Australia. 
He can still recall returning with dead and 
wounded soldiers from the beleaguered D 
Company at Long Tan 50 years.  

Aubrey Tompkin and his partner Lee Wilcox with Corporal 

Ben Roberts-Smith, VC, MG who has been awarded a 

number of medals including the Victoria Cross. 
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Community 

Saturday 3rd September 

Tammin Markets, Puma Roadhouse Visitors Info Point, 
9am—1pm, call Glenice 0428 371 221. 

Yigarn Agricultural Show, Southern Cross Oval, gates 
open 9am. 

Nukarni Country Roundup, 5pm at the Dale Farm Chaff 
Shed, Nukarni East Road, call Tom & Olga 9044 1043. 

Sunday 4th September 

Nungarin Markets, 8am—12 noon, call 9046 5174. 

Monday 5th September 

Merredin College P&C Meeting, 5.30pm at the Merredin 
College Library 

Saturday 10th September 

Wyalkatchem School, Centenary Celebration, call 9692 
1500 for more information. 

Tammin Markets, Puma Roadhouse Visitors Info Point, 
9am—1pm, call Glenice 0428 371 221. 

Thursday 22nd September 

Business After Hours, 6pm—7.30pm, Hutton and Northey. 

 

Regular Events 

0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for 0—4 
year olds.  Contact Emma Fitzsimons on 9041 0962 or 
efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au 

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 9.30pm 
at the Masonic Lodge in Coronation St.  First night is 
free.  Beginners to advanced.  Call Anjoeen on 9041 
3005 or see Sue at the Chemist or Lyn at the Post 
Office. 

Camera Club—Meeting 14th September at Merredin 
Playgroup, opposite the pool.  Photos due in 10 days 
prior (Sunday evening).  
dainasutherland@bigpond.com   September theme: 
Cobwebs. 

Merredin Community Singers—All levels welcome.  
Monday nights 7.00pm at the Senior’s Centre. 

Merredin Museum & Historical Society—Meets first 
Wednesday each month, 5.00pm at Railway Museum.  
All Welcome. 

Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 during 
the school term at Throssel Road, opposite the pool.  
Contact Daina on 0409 089 252. 

Red Hat Lunch—Second Sunday of each month, 12 
noon, Shed Restaurant unless otherwise advised, 
contact Julie Townrow 0429 411 377 or email 
julietownrow@westnet.com.au  

Seniors Centre Craft Group—Wednesday mornings 
9.30—11.30, bring your own crafts or just come for a 
chat. 

Seniors Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday 
morning 10.00—11.30am at the Seniors Centre.  Free.  
All welcome. 

Seniors Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00 at the 
Seniors Centre. Afternoon tea to follow.  Free. 

Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the 
Merredin Library, for children up to 5 years old. 

Tales of Times Past—All welcome to tell their stories 
or just listen. Mondays 10.00am—11.30am, starting 
with morning tea.  Senior’s Centre.  $1. 

Tribal Belly Dancing—Fun and fitness for all ages and 
levels of experience.  Mondays 5.30—7.00pm. First 
night is free. 110 Barrack Street. Contact Kirsty   
9041 1041. 

Calendar 
Church  
Services 

All Saints Anglican Church 
Corner of Haig Road & South Avenue, 9am Sunday 
Worship (except 4th Sunday), 4th Sunday 11am 
Eucharist, Rev Brett Guthrie 
Su Riley paradmin@westnet.com.au 
 
Roman Catholic Church 
South Avenue, 6.30pm Saturday, 11am Sunday, 
Father Zygmunt Smigowski   
Ph 9041 1118 
 
Church of Christ 
Throssell Road, 10am Sunday Worship and Sunday 
School Ph 0408 484 711 
 
Seventh Day Adventist Church 
Kitchener Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship, 
9.30am Saturday Bible Study 
Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 3056 
 
People’s Baptist Church 
Kellerberrin, 10am Sunday Worship 
Ph 0435 284 796 
 
Revolution Youth 
Church of Christ, Throssell Road 
Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms) 
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167 
 
Merredin Churches Fraternal 
PO Box 463, Merredin,  
Malcolm Clark  9041 5215 
 
Merredin United in Prayer 
Cornerstone Christian Bookshop 
7pm last Thursday of the Month 
 
Uniting Church 
Fifth Street, 9am Sunday Service 
Ph 0457 329 850 

Fortnightly  

Merredin Community Resource Centre 

110 Barrack Street,  Merredin                

Ph: 9041 1041  Fax: 9041 1042 

Deadlines  

(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE) 

Articles:  5pm Wednesday 

Advertising: Booking 5pm Thursday 

Copy finalised 11am Friday    

Classifieds: 10am Monday 

Contacts:    

Content—Kirsty Rochford 9041 1041 

administration@merredincrc.com 

Advertising— Corey Tucker 9041 1041  

marketing@merredincrc.com 

Upcoming Editions 

16th & 30th September 

14th & 28th October 

11th & 25th November 

Available as an online subscription, 

www.merredincrc.com 

Tales of Times 

Past 
In the 1960’s local school did not 

have sports’ carnivals as they do 

today.  They were more of a family 

picnic day with various races for the 

children. 

One year we all went to the golf 

course around the area of the club 

house at the time situated on Golf 

Road.  There was a rain water tank 

attached to the club house where 

people were getting water.  During 

the afternoon some of the boys went 

exploring and climbed to the top of 

the tank.  They managed to pull a 

dead race horse goanna from the 

water inside.  So much for pure rain 

water.  

Farewell to Anthony and 
Carolyn Tilli from Radio West 

 

I am sure the CRC speaks for the whole town and 
central Wheatbelt region, when we say it is really 
sad to say goodbye to Anthony, Carolyn and 
Emmalisa Tilli.   

Anthony and Carolyn have been involved in just 
about every community event and activity held in 
Merredin and many in the region.  Anthony has 
been the MC, entertainer, Quiz master and DJ for 
more events than we can list. 

Both Anthony and Carolyn became involved with 
the Merredin Show and were great assets to this 
event.   

The Radio West Give Me 5 For Kids fundraising 
over the past few years collected amazing amounts 
of money for the Princess Margaret Regional 
Assistance Fund, which helps families from 
regional WA. Anthony and Carolyn’s  dedication 
was truly inspirational.   

On behalf of Merredin and the Central Wheatbelt 
we wish Anthony, Carolyn and Emmalisa all the 
best for whatever the future holds and we hope you 
come back to visit. 

mailto:dainasutherland@bigpond.com
mailto:paradmin@westnet.com.au
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A night out with the Merredin Firies 

sacrifice to do this important job 
for us.  

Medals were awarded to Adam 
Hughes for Five years of service, 
Jonathon King for five years of 
service and Phillip Van der 
Merwe for an amazing twenty 
years of service.   Phil thanked 
his wife for all her support and all 
of the other wives and partners 
for their support.  

The new office bearers were 
announced, being: Phillip Van 
der Merwe as Captain, Mark 
Briggs as Lieutenant, Mark 

By KIRSTY ROCHFORD 

The Merredin Volunteer Fire 
and Rescue recently held their 
AGM followed by a delicious 
dinner held at the Shed 
Restaurant.   

The night was full of great 
food, great speeches and great 
people.  Mia Davies MLA gave 
a speech about how honoured 
she felt to be invited to the 
event and how much the 
community needs and 
appreciates our volunteer fire 
brigade, and how much they 

Jonathon King who received an award for 

five years of service, Phillip Van der 

Merwe who received an award for 20 

years of service and Adam Hughes who 

received an award for five years of 

service. 

Bertolini as Apps Officer, Neville 
Middleton as Secretary and 
Junior Coach, Adam Hughes as 
Senior Coach, Tarlisha O'Donnell
-Thomas as Social Secretary and 
Jonathon King as Assistant Junior 
Coach.  

The Phoenix staff would like to 
thank the Merredin Volunteer 
Fire and Rescue for inviting us to 
this event, we truly appreciate 
everything these amazing 
volunteers do for us.  All the best 
for the following year, hoping 
you stay safe. 
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My Thoughts 

Kevin Tengvall 

By KEVIN TENGVAL 

I never thought I’d hear myself 

saying, “In the good old days….” 

But here I am saying just that, in 

the good old days when I was 

growing up, we were able to ride 

our bikes all over the Perth 

suburbs with very little to worry 

about, just as long as Mum and 

Dad had a rough idea where we 

were everything was fine. 

Many the time we explored the 

islands and surrounds of Riverton 

and Willeton, we often got in 

trouble for swimming across to 

the islands, I still fail to see what 

the fuss was about that, I can 

swim? We would often be gone 

all day and came home safe and 

sound tired but happy. 

We often made our way along the 

river to Clontaf and Castledare 

boys homes and visited with the 

kids there until the brothers 

chased us off. All part of the fun. 

So what I ask has happened to 

our world where we now fear to 

let our children out of sight to 

play and explore unsupervised? 

Why is it now unsafe to do so?  

Why is it bad parenting to instill 

into our children a sense of 

responsibility for their actions? 

Why is it that this generation 

seems to think they can say and 

do whatever they like and the 

fault or responsibility is someone 

else’s and not theirs? 

When I was growing up, violent 

robberies and assaults were more 

often the province of far away 

places like New York or Chicago 

or good grief even Sydney or 

Melbourne. Rarely was there 

much violence reported in Perth, 

some yes but not a lot.  And 

almost never in our country 

towns. If it was there we didn’t 

hear about it. 

I wonder who I am going to 

offend with this article, now 

there’s a thing why as a nation 

are we so worried about 

offending minority groups. Who 

are I might add are becoming 

more and more vocal? 

Now don’t get me wrong I am not 

advocating rudeness or going out 

of ones way to offend, but it does 

seem that some people and 

organisations are becoming 

ridiculously hyper sensitive and 

vociferous, so much so that at the 

mere mention or thought of 

someone disagreeing with them, 

they shout literally that the person 

who has a different outlook is 

either racist, sexist or some other 

sort of list. 

I think there really is a case to be 

said for the comment or belief 

system that these people need to 

“toughen up Princess”. Let’s get 

back to agreeing to agree to 

disagree.   

What is wrong of Australians 

being proud to be Australian and 

maintaining our traditions, sure we 

can embrace our multi-cultural 

society which I believe is a great 

 New round of regional grants available to Central Wheatbelt groups  

Member for Central Wheatbelt Mia Davies MLA is encouraging Central Wheatbelt groups to apply for the State Government's Royalties for Regions Regional Grants 

Scheme (RGS) and Community Chest Fund (CCF).  

The RGS and CCF programs have opened for another round of funding this month. Ms Davies said the RGS and CCF programs supported local projects that helped 

to provide improved facilities and services in regional communities.  

“Past RGS grants in the Central Wheatbelt electorate include nearly $270,000 for a youth drop-in centre in Goomalling and $236,000 for the extension and 

refurbishment of the Fluffy Ducklings Day Care Centre at Wundowie,” she said.  

“Through the CCF, recent grants include funding for Activ Foundation in Kellerberrin and the Wheatbelt Business Network for a buy local project.  

“Another great example is the funding provided for the refurbishment for the Koorda Drive-In which is bringing big numbers of people into town and supporting local 

community groups to fundraise for their own projects,” she said.  

Ms Davies said the programs were an important investment for Royalties for Regions, as they provided funding to a wide range of projects that met specific 

community needs.  

“This Royalties for Regions investment is about strengthening and growing regional communities,” she said.  

“The outcomes of these projects improve the quality of life in regional communities and help to attract investment and create jobs, which help to build strong regional 

economies.”  

Applications for both funds close at 12pm Tuesday 20 September, 2016. For further information please contact the Wheatbelt Development Commission on 08 9622 

7222 (Northam) or 08 9041 1445 (Merredin) or visit their website at http://www.wheatbelt.wa.gov.au/.  

thing, but when minority groups

(regardless of how loud they are) 

try to change our way of life and 

even try to change our laws, then 

maybe it is definitely time to 

stand our ground and proclaim 

our heritage that we may continue 

to be the great nation that we 

love. 

I fear that if we continue to bend 

to every whim of minority groups 

we may well lose the Australia 

we love and respect. 
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Court Report 
Debra Cook was convicted of 
disorderly behaviour in public, 
fined $750 and ordered to pay 
costs of $169.10. 

Adam Cox was found guilty of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(cannabis), fined $350 and 
ordered to pay costs of $169.10. 

Tamara Freestone was convicted 
of having no authority to drive 
(fines suspended), fined $300 and 
ordered to pay costs of $169.10. 

David Geraghty  was found guilty 
for having no authority to drive—
suspended (other than fines 
suspension), fined $1000, ordered 
to pay costs of $169.10 and had 
his licence suspended for a 
further 9 months. 

Robert Gibson pleaded guilty to 
driving with prescribed illicit 

drug in oral fluid or blood, fined 
$250 and ordered to pay costs of 
$369.10. 

Fay Lowe was convicted of using 
an unlicensed vehicle on a road, 
fined $75, ordered to pay costs of 
$169.10 and paid a half annual 
licence fee of $153.20.  She was 
also convicted of having no 
authority to drive and fined $200. 

Joseph Martin was found guilty 
of breaching a violence 
restraining order, fined $100 and 
ordered to pay costs of $98.50. 

Zara Moroney was found guilty 
of exceeding 0.08g alcohol per 
100ml of blood, fined $650, 
ordered to pay costs of $169.10 
and had her licence suspended for 
8 months. 

Shane Morrison was convicted of 

Letter to the Editor 
By PAUL MCDAVVIS 

It must be really hard and 
distressing being a woman. 
Women are routinely 
discriminated against, they don’t 
get paid as much as men, they 
face constant harassment, abuse, 
sexist behaviour, and looks from 
men. Reading the media, there is 
no end to it!  

There is no doubt that these 
things routinely happen. Studies 
have shown that 1 in 3 women 
over 15 years old have been 
physically assaulted, and 1 in 5 
women have been sexually 
assaulted. That means that many 
of the women you personally 
know will have had this happen 
to them! 

Other studies show that in 
Australia, a third of young 

possessing a prohibited drug 
(cannabis), fined $250 and 
ordered to pay costs of $88.50. 

Bruce Salter was found guilty of 
having no authority to drive 
(fines suspended), fined $250 and 
ordered to pay costs of $169.10, 
found guilty of using an 
unlicensed vehicle on a road, 
fined $150 and ordered to pay a 
half annual licence fee of 
$173.20, found guilty of stealing, 
fined $350 and ordered to pay 
costs of $169.10 and found guilty 
of gains benefit by fraud, fined 
$472.51 and ordered to pay 
$27.49 to the victim. 

Shane Somerville pleaded guilty 
to driving, causing or permitting a 
vehicle with a forged, replica or 
false plate to be driven, fined 
$400 and ordered to pay costs of 
$169.10.  He also pleaded guilty 

to being  responsible for 
permitting an unlicensed vehicle 
to be used on a road, was fined 
$150 and paid a half annual 
licence fee of $39.50. 

Damien Toland was found guilty 
of driving (or attempting to drive) 
a motor vehicle on a public road 
with a blood alcohol content, 
fined $500, ordered to pay costs 
of $169.10 and had his licence 
suspended for 6 months. 

Samantha Wallam was found 
guilty of possessing a prohibited 
drug (cannabis), fined $300 and 
ordered to pay costs of $169.10. 

Jimayne Williams was convicted 
of having no authority to drive 
(never held), fined $250, ordered 
to pay costs of $169.10, and had 
his licence suspended for 3 
months. 

women do not believe that 
females should be in public 
spaces at night because it is 
unsafe, and a quarter also said 
that they should never travel on 
public transport alone. Many 
women also reported 
“modifying” their clothing 
because of the risks.  

You would expect these sorts of 
things in Saudi Arabia, but this is 
in Australia in 2016! 

I don’t do any of these things to 
anyone. Never have, and never 
will.  

Unfortunately though, by virtue 
of being a male, I am therefore 
guilty of each and every single 
bad thing that has ever happened 
to any female. It saddens me that 
this is the case, as I don’t like 
being deemed a threat and lowlife 

scum.  

Sometimes I try to imagine 
magically switching from male to 
being a female, so that I am no 
longer one of the scum that 
inhabit the earth.  

In this sort of society, it puzzles 
me how genuine men can form 
mutually beneficial relationships 
with women. How do they first 
approach a woman without being 
considered a threat? How can 
they even talk with women?  

We need to educate men as to 
how to behave better. So here is a 
start – firstly, never look at any 
part of a woman, except her eyes, 
and only then when being spoken 
to by that woman. Secondly, 
never speak with any woman 
unless she has spoken first. Third, 
never touch any woman under 

any circumstances for any reason 
– not even that affectionate tap on 
the arm that you give your male 
friends. Fourth, minimise any 
interaction with women in any 
situation, which will reduce the 
risk of doing or saying something 
considered offensive.  

These are only a start, and there 
are many more pieces of advice 
that could be added to this list.  

Above all, treat women 
respectfully and well.  

Well, that’s my opinion anyway. 

Comment from the Editor: 

The editor would like to thank Mr 
Paul McDavvis for his Letter to 
the Editor and remind readers 
that this is a personal opinion, 
and not that of The Phoenix. 

Tuesday 23rd August 
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Book Week 2016 

By DEIRDRE FARDELL 

Merredin College celebrated Book Week 2016 
with a relaxing and enjoyable School Read-In! 
Students, staff and parents read their chosen 
book in the sunshine on the lawn on Tuesday 
morning, reading silently and sharing stories 
in small groups.  

We wanted to ensure that the message of Book 
Week (read!) is loud and clear to our students 
and their families and from all accounts, the 
morning was successful.  

The College also ran a fun, interactive 
competition where students had to match the 
teacher to their favourite book from 
childhood. It was loads of fun discussing 
books and making choices and an overall 
winner was selected from each class. 

 Teachers and librarians planned many 
engaging Book Week activities within each 
class that all students joined in with 
enthusiasm and effort, celebrating the short-
listed books by integrating literacy, ICT and 
the Arts to inspire students even further to 
develop a love of reading. 

Black Dog Visit 

Merredin College had a visit from the 
motorbike riders from Fremantle Hospital on 
their annual Black Dog Ride. There were 
about 60 bikes in the group and they are riding 
from town-to-town promoting the importance 
of discussing and breaking down the stigma of 
depression. 

Students from Years 6 to 12 had the 
opportunity to talk to the riders and sit on 
some of the bikes. It was an awesome sight 
when they left with students lining up on the 
kerb as all the riders rode past revving their 
engines and giving high 5’s to the students. 

By CAITLIN CREES 

This year’s school theme for National Science 
Week was ‘Drones, Droids and Robots’, 
embracing the ‘Technology’ in STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics).  

At Merredin College the Science department 
hosted a series of fun activities to celebrate 
National Science Week and encourage students 
to explore science in their world!   

Activities centred on the real-world application 
of autonomous technologies in areas of outer 
space and the environment with students using 
iPads to classify local plants and animals, 
participating in a citizen’s project classifying 
new stars and galaxies, and making a robot hand.  

National Science Week 2016 
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By MICHELLE MARKS Shire of 
Merredin 

Approximately 40 members of the 
community attended the Vietnam 
Veterans Day Service that was held 
at the Reflection Pond at Roy Little 
Park on 18 August 2016.  

Vietnam Veterans Day is held on 18 
August each year to remember the 
Australian and New Zealand soldiers 
who served our nation in the 
Vietnam War, in particular the 
Battle of Long Tan in 1966. The day 
was known as Long Tan Day, which 
was later adopted by Veterans as 
Vietnam Veterans Day. 2016 marks 
the 50th anniversary of the Battle of 

Vietnam Veteran’s Day Service 2016  
Long Tan. 

On 18 August, the Shire of Merredin 
held a service to honour those who 
served. The Merredin Army Cadet 
Unit initiated the Service, forming 
an honour guard for our Returned 
Servicemen, followed by the raising 
of the flags. Shire of Merredin 
Councillor Mal Willis led the service 
and spoke of the Battle of Long Tan, 
honouring those who served, as well 
as acknowledging the people who 
were affected by the war, during and 
long after the day had passed. All 
attendees were invited to the 
Merredin Military Museum for a sun 
downer following the service. 

The wild dog population in the 
eastern agricultural area of WA is 
being managed, thankfully for the 
3500 farmers in the district, whose 
losses to predators have been 
slashed. But can it continue?  

“It's winning the war not the battle 
that’s important,” said Kulin farmer 
Jim Sullivan, a founder and 
committee member of the Eastern 
Wheatbelt Biosecurity Group 
(EWBG).  

He said stock losses have declined 
significantly from over 1000 in 2008 
down to 50 last year. Over 900 wild 
dogs had been confirmed destroyed 
during that period, and since records 
were started in 2015, 72 foxes and 
34 feral cats had also been caught 
through control programs. As a spin-
off from the removal of wild dogs, 
foxes and cats, other animals such as 
kangaroos, small native marsupials 
and birds had returned to the control 
areas.  

“These were very seldom present in 
the formative years of the EWBG,” 
Mr Sullivan said.  

“Our control work has dramatically 
improved the quality of the wildlife 
habitat and saved the livelihoods of 
many landholders that were under 
threat.”  

Eastern Wheatbelt Biosecurity Group continue the fight against pests 
Grassroots initiative  

He attributed the success to 
grassroots initiative.  

“Community groups can operate 
more effectively at controlling pests 
at a landscape scale than individuals 
can.  

“While we don't remove the legal 
requirements for individuals to 
control declared pests on their land, 
the community approach can provide 
more efficient and sustainable 
outcomes.  

“In order to achieve this, we need 
the community to support and 
participate with us.  

“It’s all about adding value to what 
landholders do on their own. 
Through coordinating our efforts we 
can achieve much greater results.”  

Landholder’s rate  

Funding for the wild dog control 
program so far had been half from 
shires and half from the state 
government. That was about to 
change. From September, the 
declared pest controls would be 
funded from a rate on landholdings 
of 20ha and above, along with 
matching funds from state 
government.  

“As this is the first time a declared 
pest rate has been issued in the south
-west of WA, our group would like 
to ensure that the community is 
involved and consulted,” Mr 
Sullivan said.  

Landholders in the 11 shires 
comprising the EWBG will receive a 
declared pest rate notice next month. 
The EWBG, which was formed over 
10 years ago, will manage funds 
raised through the declared pest rate, 
with the group’s main focus on wild 
dog control.  

“We will be holding our next annual 

general meeting in Merredin on 23 
September and encourage 
community members to attend,” Mr 
Sullivan said.  

“We will be encouraging the 
community to ask questions about 
the rate and to ask questions about 
our operational plan.”  

The AGM will be held at the 
Merredin DAFWA conference room 
on Friday 23 September. RSVP by 
15 September to the groups 
Executive Officer, Lisa O’Neill at 
EWBG@outlook.com.  

Pest control fencing 
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Cricket Clinic 

The students from years 4 to 6 are 
lucky to be participating in an 
extended skills cricket program 
from the Western Australian 
Cricket Association (WACA). 

 They will complete a four week 
program run for two weeks by a 
representative of the WACA and 
two weeks by the physical 
education specialist.  

This is in preparation for the 
upcoming T20 Blast Carnival, 
which will be held early in term 
four.  

Jumps and Throws 
Monday 15 August saw the 
running of the Jumps and 
Throws. All the students for put 
in a massive effort and there was 
some excellent throwing and 
jumping. 

Assembly 

The Pre Primary students hosted 
the Week 5 assembly on 
Thursday 18 August. The 
students performed their favorite 
song “Go Noodle” and did a 
fantastic job hosting the 
assembly.  

The Year Two and Three classes 
have been learning about the 
history of our town.  They have 
been studying the history of our 
local landmarks and wanted to 
learn more about the history of 
our town, so on Tuesday, 23rd 
August, they walked to the 
Station Museum with their 
teachers and many parent helpers.   

They were lucky enough to have 
Mr Thomson, Mr Flockart and 
their many volunteers show them 
around the museum and to tell 
them stories about how the 
station was run and what the 
different areas were used for. The 
highlight was going down into 

Staff at St Mary’s 

Mrs Jillian McDonald 

When did you graduate? 

I graduated from Curtin 
University in April 2015.  

Why Merredin? 

I’ve lived in Doodlakine for the 
past 16 years and have been 
travelling to Merredin for work 
since 2007.  

Favourite colour 

Grey and white, but no favourite 
as such. 

Favourite food 

Pad Thai. 

Best thing about Merredin? 

The fresh air and no Perth traffic.  

the cellar and climbing up the 
three flights of stairs to where the 
‘switches’ that was used to 
control the trains were.   

The students really enjoyed their 
History excursion and would 
highly recommend visiting the 
Railway Museum.  

Excursion to the Railway Museum 

Book Week 

On Wednesday 31 August we 
celebrated Book Week, this years 
theme was Australia: Story 
Country. The students had the 
opportunity to dress up and there 
were some fabulous costumes. 
They then participated in a 
variety of multi age activities, 
where they listened to stories and 
created some fun craft activities. 
A highlight was having students 
from China Southern Flying 
School visit to read stories in 
their native language and to share 
their culture with the children. 
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By CARYN ADAMSON 

On Friday the 12th of August the 
Merredin College Choir once again 
took to the road. We first arrived at 
Kingsway Tourist Resort where we 
quickly unpacked had lunch and then 
headed to the Perth Arena for our 
rehearsal and performance for ‘One 
Big Voice’.   

This event was originally established 
as West Coast Warblers in 2000. The 
intention was for the choirs to 
perform in a non-competitive 
environment, encouraging 
participation rather than competition 
and allowing the students to build 
good relationships with other schools 

and members of the community. In 
the first year, six schools participated 
with 450 students singing. 2016 
marks the 17th anniversary with 
4000 students from 74 schools 
performing at the amazing Perth 
Arena.  

This year schools came together to 
perform as One Big Voice for one 
evening performance with a 40 metre 
curved LED screen (the only one in 
Australia) and effect lighting to add 
some extra magic to the 
performance. This is Australia’s 
largest children’s choir to date. We 
are very proud of Ethan Creek (Year 
5) and congratulate him for getting 
up on stage to sing as part of a small 

vocal group in front of the entire 
audience. That was a huge thing to 
do! It was a fantastic experience and 
our students were all buzzing at the 
end of the performance.  

On Saturday we went to Lazer Blaze 
and had a fantastic time tagging 
everyone. This was a great little 
reward for the hard work our choir 
members had put in towards the 
performance. 

Many thanks to Jeno Hayden, Bec 
Jarvis and Kerrin Hardy for helping 
us out and to Dave Hendriks for 
driving the bus. It was a truly 
memorable experience and we hope 
to do it again next year. 

Merredin College Choir Perform at Perth Arena   
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By NAEDINE COCKRAM and 
ODESSA BALL 

Hope everyone got to stop and see 
the breathtaking view of the 
daffodils at Merredin’s town centre 
entrance last week. Did anyone get 
a chance to buy some beautiful 
homemade daffodils? An amazing 
way to commemorate Daffodil day 
and all the money goes towards the 
Cancer Council. A big thank you 
to Naedine Cockram for putting in 
the time and effort to make this 
happen.  Thank you to the CRC for 

Daffodil Day 
allowing us to use their room for 
two days daffodil making and 
providing us with morning tea.  
Thank you to Marilyn Sayers for 
letting us use the facilities of the 
Merredin Recreation and Leisure 
Centre. Thank you to the Merredin 
Men’s Shed for their amazing 
donation of the Metal Daffodil and 
the community who donated the 
materials. Thank you to the 
Merredin  Library, to Odessa Ball, 
Audine McCrae and to all the 
volunteers who helped make and 
plant the daffodils.  
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CRC COMMUNITY NEWS 
The CRC is a community owned and managed organisation that supports volunteers, provides events, services, information (government and non-government) and 

facilities for the community which include the Seniors Luncheon, Australia Day Breakfast, Merredin Markets and Pet Cemetery to name a few. 

Some small business owners who attended the 
Business After Hours meeting. 

Merredin Markets 

Unfortunately with the 
temperatures being extremely cold 
last Sunday and the outlook for 
rain, many of the stallholders 
cancelled which meant no markets 
for August. 

Hopefully the weather will be fine 
for our September markets on 25 
September.  These markets will go 
back to the 9am start. 

The 25th September is the long 
weekend and with the wonderful 
wildflowers around at the moment 
we may have lots of visitors to 
town who can come and browse 
the stalls. 

The new Associations 
law has commenced 

The Associations Incorporation Act 
2015 (the new law) commenced on 
1 July 2016 and now applies to all 
incorporated associations and clubs 
registered in Western Australia. 

Important Dates 

1 July 2016 – New law 
commenced. 

29 September 2016 – Deadline for 
associations to provide address to 
Consumer Protection. 

The Department of Commerce 
(Consumer Protection) is 
supporting associations and clubs to 
meet their responsibilities under the 
new law and have been releasing 
Transition Packs which are 
available online http://
mhw.waamh.org.au/get-involved/
grants 

Transition Pack 2 will help with 
understanding the changes for the 
new law and explains how to access 
the system and lodge applications 
to meet the transitional 
requirements of the Associations 
Incorporation Act 2015.  

Come along to a workshop on 
Wednesday 21 September at the 
CRC from 6pm – 7pm to pick up 
some tips and skills on using 
Windows 10 on your computer. 
Cost is $25 and we need a 
minimum of 4 people for the 
workshop to go ahead.  To register 
please contact the CRC on 
90411041. 

Learn about Windows 10 

Monday 29th August saw around 35 
people attend the Business After 
Hours, representing around 20 
businesses, which was a fantastic 
turn out from the business 
community.  Lisa O’Neill from 
WBN introduced the staff from the 
CRC (Debbie Morris, Corey Tucker 
and Kirsty Rochford), who outlined 
what a CRC does and how the 
Phoenix is going.   

Christine Campbell a CRC 
Committee member and Chair of the 
recently formed UMAD (Uniting 
Merredin Against Drugs) who 
emphasised the drug issues in 
Merredin and gave a personal 
account of her son Benjamin who 
lost his life to drugs last year in 
Merredin.  Christine invited people 
to become involved in UMAD and 
to the launch of Scriptwise at the 
Merredin CRC on Tuesday 27th 
September between 5pm – 9pm.  
Scriptwise is a not for profit 
organisation that aims to prevent 
prescription medication misuse and 
overdose fatalities in Australia.  Kim 

August WBN Business After Hours 

hosted at the Merredin CRC 

Ledger (Heath Ledger’s father) is the 
Patron of Scriptwise and Christine is 
a Director.  Christine related the 
affects drugs have on businesses. 

After some refreshments Lisa 
O’Neill from WBN open the evening 
to discussion and topics raised were 
the empty shops in the CBD, the 
current state of the window fronts – 
which are a bad look for our town, 
signage, CBD Upgrade the value and 
effect of tourism and how to market 
Merredin and attract visitors.  Some 
very interesting thoughts and a few 
things the WBN will follow up on in 
conjunction with interested parties. 

http://mhw.waamh.org.au/get-involved/grants
http://mhw.waamh.org.au/get-involved/grants
http://mhw.waamh.org.au/get-involved/grants
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By GRANT STAINER 

“Curves” was the theme for the 
Merredin Camera Club’s August 
meeting, and it was fascinating to 
see everyone’s interpretations of 
curves.  

Seventeen curvy photos filled the 
theme section, and another 17 
photos were entered in the open 
section.  

The judge this month was John 
Mayo, who is a professional 
photographer who has returned to 
photography after having a break. 
Among other things, he is doing a 
lot of event photography (as that is 
what pays), though he particularly 
enjoys doing landscape 
photography.   

In the theme section, Mr Mayo 
awarded gold to Kate Caughey’s 
amazing “Musical curves” photo, 
which is a close up of part of a 
guitar. Silver was awarded to both 
Margret Schell’s “Train Station 

Curves of the month 
Turnstiles” and Caryn Adamson’s 
“Fork Curves”.   

In the open section, Mr Mayo 
awarded gold to Karen Slater’s 
“Ethel Wreck Beach”. Equal silver 
went to Kate Caughey’s “Eliza” and 
Margret Schell’s “Twirly Squash”. 
Margret Schell’s “Party Lights” was 
awarded bronze. Highly commended 
were Caryn Adamson’s “The Farmer 
and His Dog” and Sally Robson-
Thomas’ “Coach’s Comments”.  

Mr Mayo highlighted the importance 
of trying a wide variety of photos 
when shooting a subject. This 
includes trying many different 
angles, trying close up, wide view, 
overview, and anything else you can 
think of. He recommended 
approaching each subject as though 
you want to make a magazine out of 
the photos.  

Club members voted rather 
differently to Mr Mayo, giving first 
place to Karen Slater’s rainbow 

“Colour Curve”, second to Margret 
Schell’s “Chair”, and third place to 
Kate Caughey’s “Musical Curves”.  

In the open section, club members 
awarded first place to Karen Slater’s 
“Ethel Wreck Beach”, second place 
to Kate Caughey’s “Heading Out”, 
and third place to Karen Slater’s 
“Avon Descent Practice 2016”. 

The Merredin Camera Club holds 
it’s enjoyable and relaxing meetings 
at the Merredin Playgroup building 
on Throssell Road, and will hold it’s 
next meeting on Wednesday 14 
September 2016, where the sticky 
theme is “Cobwebs”.  

The Merredin Camera Club 
welcomes new members. For more 
information about the Merredin 
Camera Club, please email  
Daina Sutherland at 
dainasutherland@bigpond.com Margret Schell’s ‘Chair’ 

Karen Slater’s ‘Ethel Wreck Beach’ Margret Schell’s ‘Twirly Squash’ Kate Caughey’s ‘Musical Curves’ 
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By CHRISTINE CAMPBELL 

It was a knock on the door at 1.45am on the 5th 
May 2015 which changed life going forward for 
myself and my family.  A Senior Police 
Constable saying those words we see on TV and 
never ever imagine we will actually be hearing 
"there is no easy way to say this, but" 

Our son at 28 years young lost his life to the 
battle which is drugs.  Not ICE as we all are 
fearing, but to a pharmaceutical drug 'Fentanyl'. 
Prescription drug abuse in Australia results in 
more deaths than those on the roads. 

We have owned a home in Merredin for over 9 
years.  When our son asked if he could come 
home as he wanted to sort his life out and gain 
his health, we jumped at the decision.  He would 
be safer here. He was doing so well. He did fight 
depression, however, we saw amazing 
improvements and the BJ of old was coming 
back. We took a short breath of relief. 

We are an everyday family. A family of hard 
working people. Our son attended private school 
in his secondary years. Was an active member of 
baseball, BMX racing and skateboarding.  He 
enjoyed life and had the most amazing sense of 
humour.  He loved and inspired those around him 
and he had many ambitions during his short life. 
When did it go so very wrong and why?  He 
traded a life of being loved and cared for, being 
involved in community sport involvement to one 
of illegal behaviour involving the police and drug 
use. 

We did all of the things we believed to be best.  
Spent time with him visiting various Counsellors, 
Rehabilitation and doctors.  His brother and 

My Story—Prescription drug abuse 
sisters becoming frustrated at his disrespectful 
behaviour towards his family, in particular his 
parents. He tried.  He had all of the right 
intentions but the prescription drug is a poison 
which provides temporary relief and has ease of 
access. 

Sadly, we hid our 'secret life', never talking 
outside of the family about the heartache, 
frustration and pain our youngest son was 
dragging us through.  Or the hours, days, weeks, 
months and years we spent talking, trying to 
understand why an intelligent person makes 
wrong choices. 

Colleagues and friends who became aware 
following our sons death of the two lives lived 
(home and work) were astounded at why we 
didn't share and seek understanding from them - 
how we kept our secret and pain so 
private.  Why?  Because it doesn't happen to 
people like us. How can you hold positions of 
senior responsibility whilst unable to control a 
young man, a son? 

We did enjoy times when life settled. Our son 
became a father of two beautiful girls. He lived 
with his partner for over 8 years.  Our greatest 
pain (if there is one) was trying to explain to his 
7 year old daughter last year when asked what do 
I do for Fathers Day - how do you! 

Following our sons death I knew I had to stop 
hiding the shame and find some way to become 
involved in changing life if only of one person, 
one family to a better way. Improved choices 
conversations. I am now a Director with 
ScriptWise an Australian Organisation working 
to introduce 'Real-Time' conversations between 

BJ who lost his life to Fentanyl abuse 

medical professionals and pharmacists to share 
information relating to patients who are 
unknowingly or who are 'Doctor Shopping' to 
gain access to prescriptions which can be 
harmful if use is not managed.  I am a member of 
Uniting Merredin Against Drugs (UMAD).   

I write this to encourage all parents, family and 
friends to speak with your children have those 
conversations which can provide the facts to 
'stop before they start'.  Drugs are essentially 
poisons - it is the amount which determines the 
effect.  
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Chris’s Corner  

By CHRIS VAN DER 

MERWE 

Why won’t my lawnmower 

collect the grass? 

The reason your mower won’t 
collect the grass is because the 
flute or winged part of the blades 
are not tall enough or have worn 
away.  This part of the blade 
throws the grass into the catcher.  
Once it wears the blades will still 
cut the grass but will not throw it 
effectively.  It is usually more 

noticeable if the grass is wet.   

The only fix for this is to replace 
the blades.  When replacing them 
remember to replace all the 
blades to keep the mower 
balanced and avoid vibration. 

If you have a question you would 

like answered about your 

lawnmower, chainsaw, line 

trimmer or other piece of 

equipment just email it to 

chris@merredinmowers.com.au. 

Australian aquatic, fitness and 
leisure management specialists, 
Belgravia Leisure, has been 
appointed by the Shire of 
Merredin to officially take over 
the management of local leisure 
centre, Merredin Regional 
Community & Leisure Centre 
from 1 October 2016. 

As part of its efforts to connect 
Australian communities with 
leisure activities, Belgravia 
Leisure will work closely with the 
Shire of Merredin to strengthen 
the community and ensure locals 
have access to exceptional 
facilities.  

Nick Cox, Belgravia Leisure CEO 
says: “We are thrilled the Shire of 
Merredin selected us to help 
deliver the goals of the 
community and promote water 
safety and wellness across the 
region.  

“We look forward to building on, 
and introducing high quality and 
innovative recreational programs 
suited to the needs of every 

member of the community,” Nick 
says. 

Greg Powell, CEO at Shire of 
Merredin says:  “Belgravia 
Leisure was selected to manage 
the Merredin Regional 
Community and Leisure Centre 
because the company is able to 
bring benefits to Merredin and the 
regional community in terms 
other than financial with a broad 
variety of skills and experience in 
sporting and leisure aspects of 
community life. 

“Both Council and staff look 
forward to working with 
Belgravia Leisure to increase the 
usage and range of activities 
available at the Merredin 
Regional Community and Leisure 
Centre,” says Greg.  

 The centre offers a wide range of 
facilities, including two multi-
purpose sports courts, four 
outdoor basketball and netball 
courts, six rink synthetic bowling 
greens with lights, a synthetic 
duel lined surface for hockey and 

tennis, and a child crèche and 
function centre. 

 
Belgravia Leisure formed in 
1990, Belgravia Leisure is 
passionate about connecting 
communities to leisure. Working 
in partnership with Government, 
not for profit and the commercial 
sector, Belgravia Leisure has a 
strong track record of delivering 
diverse, accessible and affordable 
health and wellness services 
across Australia and New Zealand  

Currently partnering with more 
than 40 Local and State 
Government authorities, 
Belgravia Leisure adopts an 
economically, environmentally 
and socially sustainable approach 

to operations across all its sites, 
with a focus on healthy 
communities today and in the 
future. 

Belgravia Leisure employs over 
4,500 staff in approximately 100 
swim, sports, fitness, health & 
wellness and leisure facilities. In 
the past five years, Belgravia 
Leisure has invested more than $6 
million in infrastructure and 
equipment upgrades at Australian 
Local and State Government 
facilities.  

Belgravia Leisure is part of 
Australian company, Belgravia 
Group, which also owns Genesis 
Fitness Clubs and Corporate 
Health Management (CHM).  

Shire of Merredin appoints 
Belgravia Leisure to connect 

community with leisure 
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It’s All About You 

By KIRSTY ROCHFORD 

Nobody wants to look like Gollum, and having 
beautiful hair skin and nails isn’t a superficial 
goal, because when we are healthy on the inside, 
we look healthy on the outside.  Here are some 
important nutrients to keep you looking 
beautiful inside and out: 

Silica is an important trace mineral essential for 
keratin production and cross-linking of collagen. 
Keratin and collagen are both proteins that 
support the strength, integrity and elasticity of 
hair, skin and nails.  This means your nails and 
hair won’t be brittle and break, and your skin 
will stay smoother and tighter.  

Foods that are good sources of silica include 
leeks, green beans, strawberries, cucumber, 
mango, celery, asparagus and rhubarb. Other 
yummy sources include cereals, apples, raw 
cabbage, carrots, cucumber, pumpkin, oats, 
honey, fish, unrefined grains, almonds and 
oranges. 

If you’d prefer to take a supplement, the 
recommended daily intake for adults is 9 – 
14mgs per day. 

Essential Fatty Acids 

Scientists are discovering the importance of 
essential fatty acids (like Omega 3 and Omega 
6) each and every day. One benefit is to help 
build beautiful hair, nails and skin.  Not only 
that it’s great to reduce inflammation. 

Also, Omega-3’s help to keep our skin hydrated 
and ‘plumped-up’ improving the tone and 
flexibility of our skin; particularly important 
where there is dry, flaking or rough skin. A 
deficiency in Omega-3 fatty acids  can lead to 
dull skin and hair.  

Include foods such as cold water fish, like tuna, 
salmon and mackerel, make a salad dressing 
using flaxseed oil or walnut oil or add chia seeds 
to your muesli. 

Our diet is often high in Omega 6, but lacking in 
Omega 3’s. To balance this out you might prefer 
to take Omega 3 supplements to get smoother, 
younger-looking skin. It is recommended that 
you eat at least 2 serves of oily fish per week. 

Biotin belongs to the vitamin B family and helps 
build up keratin levels in the skin, hair and nails. 
A biotin deficiency may lead to a dry scalp, hair 
loss, dermatitis, eczema and dry, flaky skin or 
brittle nails.  Biotin helps normalise our body’s 
oil secretions.  

Most people get adequate amounts of biotin in 
their daily diet. Good sources of the vitamin 
include eggs, dairy products, nuts, whole grains, 
and chicken. 

The recommended daily intake of Biotin for 
adults is 25 – 30µg per day. 

Zinc is the big player when it comes to skin and 
hair.  Zinc plays an important role in collagen 
formation and is essential for the healthy 
development and repair of hair, skin and nails. A 
zinc deficiency typically leads to weak nails that 
split easily, rough or cracked skin, hair loss, loss 
of hair colour (turning grey) and poor hair 
growth.  Not only will it help with the outside, 
zinc also builds the immune system and helps 
support overall metabolism.  

Good sources of zinc are oysters, red meat, 
poultry, eggs, dairy products, cereals, and bread.  

The recommended daily intake of Zinc for adults 
is 8 – 14mg per day. 

Vitamin B12 

If you are suffering from chronic skin issues or 
if you have a dull and unhealthy complexion, 
there might be a possibility that you are 
suffering from Vitamin B 12 deficiency.  
Vitamin B 12 helps to treat eczema as well as 
fights the symptoms that might lead to eczema.  
When applied, Vitamin B 12 improves the 
balance, texture and moisture retention of the 
skin. Thus it protects the skin from drying.  
Vitamin B 12 also helps to heal damaged skin 
and evens out skin tone, and helps to regulate the 
skins pigment and location and prevents hyper-
pigmentation which causes excess darkening of 
the skin.  A deficiency of Vitamin B12 may lead 
to hair loss, especially for women.  Deficiency 
may also cause anaemia, leading to pale skin. 

Vitamin B12 can be found in fish, meat, poultry, 
eggs, milk, and milk products. Vitamin B12 is 
generally not present in plant foods. 

How to look more beautiful than Gollum 

The recommended daily intake of Vitamin B12 
for adults is 2.4µg per day. 

Antioxidant Vitamins 

The most known antioxidant vitamins are 
Vitamin A, C and E.  Vitamin A plays a central 
role in maintaining the health and integrity of the 
hair, skin and nails. Vitamin A plays a role in 
keratin and collagen production so helps promote 
the growth, repair, elasticity and strength of hair, 
skin and nails. Vitamin A deficiency contributes 
to dry, brittle hair, weak nails, and fine lines and 
wrinkles of the skin.  Vitamins C and E are 
known to improve damage to skin and prevent 
wrinkles. Topical and oral use of antioxidants 
support healthy skin, hair and nails by fighting 
the oxidation that results from free-radicals. 
Oxidation causes much of the damage that 
occurs to skin as you age.  

Antioxidants are found in brightly coloured fruits 
and vegetables such as blueberries, pomegranate 
and spinach. Vitamins E and A are fat soluble 
vitamins, so make sure you eat some healthy fats 
with these. 

The recommended daily intake of Vitamin A for 
adults is 700 - 900µg per day, of Vitamin C is 
45mg per day and of Vitamin E is 7 – 8mg per 
day. 

So it’s easy.  Eat healthy, drink plenty of water, 
and take your vitamins, and you can be more 
beautiful than Gollum. 

http://www.drweil.com/drw/u/ART03050/Fish-Oil-Omega-3-Dr-Weil.html
http://ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/VitaminE-HealthProfessional/
http://ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/VitaminE-HealthProfessional/
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We’d like to thank Lisa for 
entering this beautiful experience 
into our Psychic Story 
competition.  Lisa has won 
herself tickets to see psychic Sue 
Nicholson at the Cummins 
Theatre on the 19th of 
September.   Lisa’s story goes 
like this:  

“Just before I moved up here in 
2004 I suffered a loss that was 
that of my best friend. We had 
gone to school together and had 
many life experiences, this was to 
be another, one I did not want to 
face. 

Three other friends and I had set 
up camp by Loren's bedside and 
were having our last hoorah so to 
speak. The nurses at the hospice 
were kind enough to let us stay 
over night and knew better than 
us I imagine that she had not long 
to stay on this earth. I was in total 
denial, but one of the other 
friends a nurse was in the know 
and knew the signs of a dying 
person. Loren however never one 
to miss out on a good party with 
friends was going no where. This 
meant we were up all night 
camping on the floor and looking 

Loren’s Goodbye 
a little worse for ware by 
morning.  

One of the girls decided to go 
back to Bunbury and was 
returning the next day. That left 
three of us to hold the fort. We 
spent the time chatting and 
laughing and going over old 
stories from our child hood all I 
might add while Loren was 
completely out of it. I know in 
my heart she was really there 
with us. Her family had been in 
and left again and we realised we 
had had little to eat and not 
changed so we took turns to go 
and get what we needed. The 
nurse who we'd spoken to the day 
before came into the room 
and  said we were not allowed to 
stay another night and that we 
had to be gone by 11pm that 
night. Very precise I thought, 
deciding that I might go and seek 
the chapel for a bit of private 
time, I came across a pamphlet 
regarding the signs of 
death  approaching our loved 
ones. I rushed back to the room 
with the information just in case 
I'd missed something. No same as 
when I left. 

The day proceeded and we all 
looked like death and getting 
extremely tired. More music 
played of Loren's favourite songs 
and chatting took us into the 
evening. Around 10pm I decided 
to go outside and got talking to 
someone else who was also 
losing a loved one. I was getting 
a bit frantic by now as it was 
getting close to 10.30 and I knew 
we had to leave by 11pm. In my 
usual manner I rushed back to the 
room and as I walked in I could 
smell the most beautiful perfume. 
I said to the girls," ok I know we 
all might be a bit on the nose but 
who sprayed that perfume?" The 
girls said" don't be silly no ones 
sprayed any perfume" and then 
the room just changed into a light 
that was not of this world. It was 
full and I mean full of energy and 
colour and sprays of purple and 
gold light. It is hard to explain 
unless you were present. A peace 
fell upon the room like I've never 
felt before and Jane, the 
nurse said, Loren is leaving us 
now. The signs I had read in the 
pamphlet were there just as it 
said. 

We all sat on her bed and 
watched our friend die. We 
immediately ran out to the nurses 
station and told the nurse Loren 
had died. She acknowledged our 
hysteria and made us wait outside 
while she prepared her. When we 
all walked back in there was 
Loren in these hideous pyjamas 
which made me say, 'who put 
those on her she looks like a 
geisha girl?" we all looked at 
each other and burst out 
laughing. Trust Loren to send a 
message like that to us. She loved 
clothes and would never have put 
something purple with huge 
yellow flowers on them. The 
nurse came in and  said" it is 
11pm girls you need to go now." 

We said our final goodbyes and 
were blown away by the accuracy 
of that nurses prediction of the 
time Loren would leave this 
world behind. What a 
privilege  to be present with 
someone who is dying, I know I 
shall never forget that experience. 
It has been 12 years now and I 
can still see, smell and feel that 
room like it was yesterday.  
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By MICHELLE MARKS Shire 
of Merredin 

The Italian Festival in October is 
set to be one of the biggest events 
in Merredin this year. With only a 
month until the festivities begin, 
the Shire of Merredin community 
development team are working 
hard with Merredin’s Italian 
families to bring you a weekend 
full of great Italian pastimes, 
delicious food and exciting 
entertainment.  

The festival kicks off with two 
movie, coffee and cake sessions 
on Monday 10 October at 
Cummins Theatre which also 
happens to be the Theatre’s 87th 
Birthday! Merredin Fine Art 

Excitement Builds as Festa Italiana Draws Near 
Society will be holding their Art 
Exhibition at the Railway 
Museum from Thursday to 
Sunday. With many Italian 
families set to visit Merredin for 
the festival the community is 
invited to welcome our visitors 
with afternoon tea on the Central 
Wheatbelt Visitor Centre lawn on 
Friday 14 October. Elders will be 
hosting their annual Golden 
Sausage Event later in the evening 
at the Tivoli Room. Do you have 
the best sausage? Register with 
Elders to find out! 

Immerse yourself in some of 
Italy’s favourite pastimes on 
Saturday 15 October. Football 
West will be holding a Soccer 
Clinic at 10am with a modified 

Soccer Competition starting at 
11am. There will be bocce and 
card games as well all taking place 
at Merredin Regional Community 
and Leisure Centre. Daniela and 
Stefania, two contestants on My 
Kitchen Rules will be 
demonstrating their cooking skills 
at 11:30am and 2:00pm. Seats are 
filling up fast for these 
demonstrations so book now to 
avoid missing out! 

Cummins Theatre is the place to 
be on Saturday night with 
delicious Italian cuisine on the 
dinner menu followed by a night 
of entertainment. Dinner is served 
at 7pm and entertainment starts at 
8pm. Buon appetito! After the 
festivities you can wind down by 
attending a Church Service or tour 
of the town followed by a light 
luncheon.  

If you are interested in 
participating in any of the Festa 
Italiana activities please contact 

Daniela and Stefania who will be 

demonstrating their cooking skills at 

Festa Italiana. 

the Central Wheatbelt Visitor 
Centre on 9041 1666 for 
registrations and bookings. 

By KATE RASTON 

A single tractor working at sunset on 
a farm in Wongan Hills has taken out 
this year’s Youth Environment Photo 
Competition. 

The five winners of the competition 
organised by natural resource 
management group Wheatbelt NRM 
were announced at the Dowerin 
Field Days. 

22-year-old Julie Anderton from 
Wongan Hills won best overall 
picture with her photo of a tractor 
seeding at sunset. 

A photo of three Tawny Frogmouth 
birds resting in the shade won 23-
year-old Sally Read from York first 
place in the Flora and Fauna section. 

An image of working kelpie dog 
Meg won16-year-old Kaylea 
Richards from Merredin the Faces of 
the Wheatbelt section. 

A single salmon gum standing in a 
crop of barley shot by 35-year-old 
Kristo Orma from Hyden won the 
Paddock Trees category. 

An aerial shot of Lake Baandee 
entered by 29-year-old Jonathon 
Dyer from Kellerberrin won the 
Sense of Place section. 

The overall prize was an iPad while 
the category winners received $100 
each. 

People wanting to enter needed to be 
aged under 35 and living in the 
Wheatbelt. 

Wheatbelt NRM’s Chris David 
thanked participants for the hundreds 
of entries they had received. 

Wheatbelt showcased by young photographers 
“Each year this competition grows 
and grows with young people not 
having to wander too far away from 
home to find some great images to 
share,” Chris David said. 

“This year we also recognised our 
next generation of Wheatbelt 
photographers with four highly 
commended entries awarded to 
people aged between 11 and 16.” 

The competition was supported by 
Wheatbelt NRM with funding from 
the Australian Government’s 
National Landcare Program. 

To view the entries you can log onto 
www.wheatbeltrnm.org.au/
photocomp-2016  

The winners of the Youth Environment Photo competition announced at the Dowerin 
Machinery Field Days were Jonathon Dyer (left) from Kellerberrin, Sally Read from York, 

pictured with Wheatbelt NRM's Natarsha Woods and Hon Mia Davies MLA, Kaylea 
Richards from Merredin , Julie Anderton from Wongan Hills and Kristo Orma from Hyden. 

Tanami Boggs (front) from Toodyay received a highly commended. 

Aerial shot of Lake Baandee by Jonathon Dyer from Kellerberrin 
Faces of the Wheatbelt section winner, 

Kaylea Richards from Merredin 

http://www.wheatbeltrnm.org.au/photocomp-2016
http://www.wheatbeltrnm.org.au/photocomp-2016
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Movie Review 

The Killing 
By SAMANTHA CAINE 

With God awful TV shows like 

Arrow and The Flash taking up 

so much time on our small 

screens, I started to wonder if 

there were any decent programs 

left to watch. With gems like 

Sherlock only gracing our screens 

every few years, what is there to 

keep us going? You’ll be happy 

to know dear Phoenix readers; 

I’ve found you one. 

The Killing is an adaptation of a 

Danish-TV hit crime drama. It 

brings an addictive brand of 

whodunit from Scandinavia all 

the way to Seattle, where 

workaholic homicide detective 

Sarah Linden (Mireille Enos) is 

assigned to the murder case of 

teenager Rosie Larsen (Katie 

Findlay). As evidence slowly 

turns up, Linden drifts further and 

further from a plan to retire to 

California with her fiancé. 

Entering the fray is the street-

wise and positively delicious 

underdog, Stephen Holder (Joel 

Kinnaman) and politician Darren 

Richmond (Billy Campbell), 

whose mention of the case in his 

mayoral campaign proves to be 

just the beginning of the race's 

involvement in the investigation. 

The first season covers a two-

week period in which the rain is 

as constant as the twists and turns 

in this mystery. 

You might recognise our leading 

lady Mireille Enos from movies 

like World War Z or Sabotage 

and if there’s one thing I can say 

about Enos, it’s that she 

completely embodies a character. 

Playing the role of Detective 

Linden is no easy task. Linden is 

a character who primarily 

communicates without dialogue, 

she's consumed by her work and 

lets everyone and everything 

come second to that. She isn’t 

that likeable and yet with Enos’ 

portrayal, you find yourself 

rooting for her anyway. Up-and-

comer Joel Kinnaman (Lola 

Versus, Suicide Squad) plays 

Detective Holder, noobie to 

homicide looking to redeem 

himself after becoming addicted 

to methamphetamine while 

working undercover in narcotics, 

this one will definitely pull at 

your heart strings. The unlikely 

duo balances each other out, both 

fighting their own demons while 

fighting for justice 

The beauty of The Killing is that 

not only does it dissect a crime 

better than I've seen in any TV 

series in a long time but it also 

displays the psychological after 

effects for everyone involved, 

crime has a ripple effect and The 

Killing dives into every ripple. 

You are completely absorbed by 

the story and emotionally 

invested in every character. 

We’re constantly fooled, yet 

never unfairly tricked. The show 

explores the costs of holding 

secrets, the price to be paid for 

the past and the cosmic question 

of whether we ever know anyone, 

including ourselves. This is not 

one that can be missed, watch one 

episode and I guarantee you’ll 

have to see it through.  
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CABINET MAKING EARTH MOVING CARPENTRY 

CLEANER BUILDER 

Trades 
CABINET MAKING 
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Trades 

PLASTERING 

PEST CONTROL 

GLASS SERVICES EARTH MOVING ELECTRICIAN 

PEST CONTROL PLUMBER 

Fantastic exposure for 

your business 
Min 4 editions—$30 per issue 

8 editions—$25 per issue 

12 editions—$22 per issue 

Any Artwork is $30 

Call 9041 1041 to place your Trades 

Advert today 

By MICHELLE MARKS Shire of Merredin 

Have you noticed the new planter boxes lining 
the main street of Merredin?  The planter 
boxes that were installed along the median 
strip on Barrack Street are part of a CBD 
beautification project.  They were constructed 
by the team from Merredin Men’s Shed and 
are designed to replicate wool bales.  

The significance of the wool bales is in 
recognition of sheep farming, one of the 
primary industries that played a vital role in 
Merredin’s past, and its present and future.  As 
a tribute to our local farming families, each 

Wool Bale Planters Brighten Main Street 
wool bale planter box is marked with their 
very own wool brand and type.  

Stage 2 of this project will see the histories of 
these families displayed throughout the town.  

The planter boxes were installed on 17th and 
18th August with a colourful array of pansies 
planted in each one thanks to the dedicated 
locals and community groups growing and 
nurturing the flowers. 

If your family’s wool brand is not yet 
presented on the planter boxes you can contact 
Marilyn on 9041 3033 or 
project1@merredin.wa.gov.au 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Wanted 

For Sale (Under $250) 
Advertising for non-business items under 

$250 is FREE 

Display Shelf for  magazines etc, four levels, pine/

melamine $150 call 9041 1041. 

FREE ADVERTISING!! 
 

Selling things through The Phoenix 
really works! Have you got 

something to sell?  If it’s under 
$250 and you are not a business, 

you can advertise in the classifieds 
for FREE! So get rid of  

your unwanted items and make 
some cash.  

Call 9041 1041 to place your free 
advert. 

Swinging Chair Lullabout, seats 2—3 people, has legs.  

$50.  BBQ, 4 burner with gas bottle, good condition, 

$120 call Bill 9041 2062. Buyer must take away. 

Private Collector looking to buy all things farm 
related.  Tractor  sets, old steel wheels, oil bottles, tops 
and racks, oil and petrol tins, old signs, bowsers and 
anything farm related.  Happy to look through dusty 
sheds.  Don’t throw it out I’ll clean it out.  Call Glen on 
0408 920 941. 

Real Estate Sales Consultant - Merredin 
 
Primaries of WA Pty Ltd is a market leader in the 
agricultural industry in Western Australia, offering 
comprehensive services in Livestock, Wool, Real 
Estate, Merchandise, Insurance and Finance.  The 
company has expanded its services in recent years 
whilst maintaining its focus on dedicated, personal and 
professional service.  We are currently offering an 
exciting opportunity for a Real Estate Sales Consultant 
to join our Primaries Real Estate team. 
 
You must be a registered real estate sales person with 
proven experience selling real estate and, ideally 
developed within the rural segment.  You will be a self
-motivated sales person capable of nurturing and 
sustaining strong customer relationships and driven to 
deliver results.  With excellent communication and 
negotiation skills you will also be proficient with 
computers and possess a current and clean driver’s 
licence.   
 
To apply simply email your resume to 
lisa.pedersen@primariesre.com.au, otherwise call Lisa 
Pedersen on (08) 9412 8850 for additional information. 

Positions Vacant 

Book case $50, wardrobe $90, electric heater $50, 

high chair $50 call 0429 453 023. 

Garage Sale 

Garage Sale Saturday 3rd September from 9am at 

Uniting Church, Fifth Street. 

Thank You 

Leon Griffiths 1935—2016 
 

We would like to thank family and friends who attended 
Leon's funeral, sent flowers, cards and gave so many 
hugs.  Also to the doctors and staff at the Merredin 
Hospital who looked after Leon with such kindness and 
care.  Thank you so much.  Rayma, Peter, Ruth, Julie 
and Des. 

Missing 

Missing Tabby Cat from Duff Street.  If found please 
call Beth on 9041 2446. 

For Rent 

Neat and Tidy 3 x 1 Cottage Style Home, reverse 
cycle A/C, fire place, security screens, pets negotiable, 
$220 p/w.  Call 0449 536 339.  Viewing Friday 9th 
September. 

Public Notices 

Merredin Basketball Association AGM  Notice that 
the Annual General Meeting of the Merredin Basketball 
Association is to be held at the MRC&LC on Thursday 8 
September. 
Junior meeting at 6pm, followed by Senior meeting at 
7pm. 
All parents are encouraged to attend and all senior teams 
must have at least two representatives attend. 
A number of committee positions will be vacated and in 
need of filling for the season to commence. 
Further enquires or to request a nomination form please 
email mbasecretary@live.com.au 

Merredin and Districts Childcare and Playschool 
Association Inc. (MADCAPS) Annual General 
Meeting will be held at MADCAPS 5.15pm 19th 
September 2016. 

 
SCHEDULE OF FEES AND CHARGES 

2016/17 FINANCIAL YEAR 
Pursuant to Sections 6.16 and 6.17 of the Local 
Government Act 1995, advice is hereby given that the 
Schedule of Fees and Charges has been amended and 
was adopted at the Ordinary Meeting of Council in 
August 2016. A copy of the new Schedule is available 
from each of the Shire venues and on the Shire’s 
website www.merredin.wa.gov.au. The revised 
Schedule of Fees and Charges is effective from 19 July 
2016. 
Greg Powell 
Chief Executive Officer 

Merrittville Retirement Village AGM 19th  

September at Merrittville Hall.  Starts 4pm.  Residents 

hour 3—4pm.  All welcome.  Enquiries 0459 027 862. 

mailto:mbasecretary@live.com.au
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By GRANT STAINER 

“Clustered regularly interspaced short 
palindromic repeats” sounds like a bit 
of a mouthful, but it is resulting in big 
advances in gene biology. 

Known better by the acronym 
CRISPR, this technique allows very 
specific targeting and editing of 
sections of DNA. The CRISPR idea 
was borrowed from bacteria, which 
developed this method as a means of 
identifying previously encountered 
viruses, enabling the bacteria to use 
viral DNA remnants to target the virus 
and attack it using an enzyme called 
Cas9.  

So how does it work? When you need 
to edit a gene, you first need to grab a 
hold of it. CRISPR is made of 
ribonucleic acid (RNA), and is two-
ended. One end guides it to the 
matching gene sequence in the DNA, 
and the other binds to a DNA-cutting 
enzyme. This brings the cutting 
enzyme to the correct location in the 
genome. Being paired with a cutting 
enzyme (usually Cas9, though not 
always), the technique is able to make 
detailed edits to the genome.  

Whilst the most well-known type of 
edits are removing or replacing genes 
using a cutting enzyme like Cas9, other 
edits include blocking or activating 
specific genes, epigenetic 
modification, and introducing artificial 
switches.  

Blocking a gene (CRISPR inhibition) 
involves breaking the Cas9 enzyme so 
that will not cut the DNA once 

Precision gene editing 
CRISPR guides it to the correct spot. 
The bulky enzyme blocks the access 
that is required for that gene to be 
expressed.  

Activating a gene (CRISPR activation) 
involves using a broken (non-cutting) 
Cas9 to carry an activating protein to 
the correct spot on the DNA, where the 
activating protein can do it’s job.  

CRISPR epigenetics uses a broken 
Cas9 to carry modifiers to the correct 
spot, where the modifier can add or 
remove the tags (functional groups 
such as methyl or acetyl groups) from 
the DNA, hence changing the gene 
expression and DNA dynamics.  

Creating artificial switches (Inducible 
CRISPR) involves using Cas9 to carry 
a switch to the correct part of the DNA 
that allows genes to be turned on or off 
using certain chemicals or light.  

Now you might be wondering, 
“haven’t scientists been doing gene 
editing for ages now?”. Well, yes, they 
have. However, the other main editing 
techniques such as zinc-finger 
nucleases and TALENS are proteins, 
which are harder to work with than 
RNA.  

In addition, CRISPR can target 
multiple genes in a genome 
concurrently.  

The potential uses for this precision 
technology range from gene therapy, 
gene research, improving medicine, 
agriculture and more. It allows 
scientists more flexibility in precise 
editing of genomic material.  
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Netball 

Semi-Final Results 
 

Junior B 

Jets 32 defeated Gems 18 

Karni 35 defeated Titans 23 

 Junior A 

Titans 37 defeated Blues 35 

Gems 34 defeated Jets 32 

 A2  

Blues 39 defeated Jets 30 

Pulse 32 defeated Titans 31 

 A1 

Blues 44 defeated Jets 33 

Titans 52 defeated Karni 28 

 

Pre-lim results 

JB  

Karni (20) def Gems (18) 

JA 

Jets (48) def Titans (34) 

A2 

Blues (41) def Titans (32) 

A1 

Titans (41) def Jets (39)  

By AMBER DUREY 

R U OK? Day is once again 
encouraging Australians to ask 
family, friends and colleagues ‘Are 
you ok?'.  

The national day of action reminds 
us to reach out and connect with the 
people around us, and support each 
other in times of need.   

“R U OK? Day’s aims are a great 
example of the importance of 
‘belonging’ – a fundamental 
component of good mental health 
and the centre of the Act-Belong-
Commit message. 

Eastern Wheatbelt Act-Belong-
Commit Project Officer Amber 
Durey says “Having good social 
networks and people to talk things 
over with is important for mental 
health and wellbeing” 

“We can all stop little problems 
becoming bigger by helping each 
other through life’s ups and downs. 
We all experience relationship 
problems, financial difficulties, 
stress, illness and death and we can 
all benefit from the support of those 
around us” said Amber. “So, if you 
feel that a friend or work colleague 
might be having difficulties, ask if 
they are OK. They’ll no doubt 
appreciate it either way”. 

R U Ok? Day is on Thursday 8 
September. 

R U OK?  
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Golf 

Merredin Golf Club’s Sands 
By TREVOR WATERHOUSE 

The 40th anniversary of the 
Merredin Golf Club’s Sands was 
held over 3 days on the 19th, 20th 
and 21st of August. 

The weekend started on a frosty 
Friday morning the 19th with 116 
players playing a 4 ball combined 
stableford competition.  

The Nett winners were Jason 
Davis and Daniel Negus with 79 
points from Graham Motzel and 
Richard Stevenson with 78 points. 
Third on a countback were Will 
Morris and Brian Thomson from 
Murray Clausen and Rob 
Broomhall.  The gross winners 
were Adam Davey and Stephen 
Lord with 69 points from Brian 
Gearing and Jay Motzel with 66 
points. Third were Aaron Dobson 
and Mike Roberts with 65 points.  
Next year’s winners were Denis 
Palm and Bundy Bowles. 

Novelties for the day were Hole 
number 1 Best 2nd shot – Graham 
Motzel, Hole number 2 Longest  
putt – Len Jones, Hole number 3 
Best 2nd shot – Aaron Dobson, 
Hole number 4 Nearest the pin -  
Ladies Helen Edwards, Men’s 
Peter Western, Hole number 5 
best 3rd shot – Rob Gearing, Hole 
number 6 Long drive Ladies – Sue 
Metcalf, Hole number 7 best 3rd 
shot – Matt Morris, Hole number 
8 Longest holed shot – Helen 
Edwards, Hole number 9 best 2nd 
shot – Mark Branley, Hole 
number 10 Longest putt – Mick 
Parry, Hole number 11 best 2nd 
shot Ladies – Lyn Yates, Hole 
number 12 best 3rd shot – Mark 
Branley (eagle), Hole number 13 
nearest the pin – Helen Edwards, 
Hole number 14 nearest the pin – 
Greg Orbinski, Hole number 15 
longest holed shot – Barney, hole 
number 16 nearest the pin Ladies 
– Karin Wesley Men’s Aaron 
Dobson, Hole number 17 best 2nd 
shot – Kevin Thompson, Hole 
number 18 Longest Drive – Mark 
Branley. 

Saturday the 20th August saw 18 
ladies and 102 men starting the 
40th anniversary Merredin sands.   

After day one the men’s leader of 
the gross was Daniel Negus with 
68 from Aaron Dobson with 70, 
Gil Jones with 71 and Matt Morris 
with 73. 

The ladies leader of the gross was 
Sue Metcalf with 81 from Helen 
Edwards with 82 and Lyn Gillan 
with 83. 

Day one nett leader in the men 
was Shaun Crees on 63 from 
Shaun Crisp also with 63, third 
was Syd Crees with 64 and Shaun 
Waterhouse on 65. 

The ladies day one nett leader was 
Helen Edwards on 68 from Kerry 
Hunter on 69. Third were Leanne 
Crouch and Karin Wesley on 70. 

After 36 holes the men’s gross 
winner had to be decided by a 
playoff between Daniel Negus and 
Aaron Dobson. They had tied on a 
36 total of 139. The winner after 
one hole of sudden death play was 
Aaron Dobson.  Aaron was 
declared the winner from Daniel 
Negus. 

The ladies gross winner was Sue 
Metcalf with a total of 168 by 1 
shot from Helen Edwards with 
169. 

The men’s nett winner was Nigel 
Bush with 129 from Syd Crees on 
133 who beat his grandson Shaun 
Crees on a countback. 

The ladies winner was Kerry 
Hunter on 136 from Leanne 
Crouch on 137. 

Other trophies awarded over the 
weekend were gross 1st day men 
Gil Jones on 71, runner up Matt 
Morris with 73. Gross 2nd day men 
was Adam Davey on 70, runner 
up Jeremy Crabb. 

Ladies gross winner day one Lyn 
Gillan with 83 and the day two 
gross winner was Yvonne 
Heinrich with 86.  

Men’s day 1 nett winner was 
Shaun Crisp with 63 nett on a 
countback from Shaun Crees. 

Men’s day 2 nett winner was Ken 
Stan-Bishop with 65 nett from 
Lyndsay Barker with 66. 

The ladies day 1 nett winner was 
Karin Wesley with 70 nett and the 
ladies day 2 winner was Sharon 
Southall with 73. 

Winner of the 0 – 15 handicap 

division on 134 was Shaun 
Waterhouse. 

Winner of the 16 - 27 handicap 
division on 137 was Paul Howard. 

The limit marker winner men’s 
was Steve Wilson on 154 and the 
ladies limit marker winner was 
Marie Campbell. 

Men’s veteran 50 – 60 men’s 
winner was Brian Thomson with 
138 and the Veteran 61+ men was 
Lionel Price on 140. 

The Ladies Veteran was Sharleen 
Elliot with 145. 

The winning team consisted of 
Brian Thomson, Rob Broomhall, 
Lionel Price and Nigel Bush and 
runners up were the team of Kay 
Miller, Kerry Hunter, Leanne and 
Gordon Crouch. 

On the Saturday the 20th novelties 
were played for and Hole number 
1 Best 2nd shot – Graham Motzel, 
Hole number 2 longest putt – 
Barney, Hole number 3 best 2nd 
shot – Shaun Crees, Hole number 
4 Nearest to the pin Ladies – 
Grada Humphries, Men’s David 
Stiles, Hole number 5 best 3rd shot 
– Shaun Chrisp, Hole number 6 
Ladies longest drive Lyn Gillan, 
Best 3rd shot – Daniel Negus 
(eagle), Hole number 8 longest 
holed shot – Muz, Hole number 9 
best 2nd shot Graeme Motzel, Hole 
number 10 longest putt – Mark 
Jones, Hole number 11 best 2nd 
shot Ladies – Grada Humphries, 
Hole number 12 best 3rd shot – 
Adam Davey, Hole number 13 
Nearest to the pin – Judy Hutt, 
Hole number 14 nearest the pin – 
Max Hennessy,  Hole number 15 
longest holed shot – Karin 
Wesley, Hole number 16 nearest 
the pin Ladies – Leanne Crouch, 
Men’s – Mike Roberts, Hole 
number 17 best 2nd shot – Greg 

Orbinski, Hole number 18 longest 
drive – Gil Jones. 

The Merredin Golf Club wishes 
to acknowledge the support of all 
the sponsors for our 40th 
anniversary of the Merredin 
Sands with a special mention of 
John Nicoletti from Ag 
Implements of Merredin and 
Jamie Reidy from Atlas Copco of 
Kalgoorlie. Also Matt and James 
Morris of Elders Insurance for 
their sponsorship of the $10,000 
hole in one on hole number 16 
which unfortunately didn’t go off 
on any of the 3 days. 

Finally, thanks to the volunteers 
who assisted in the smooth 
running of the weekend by 
helping in the shed and the 
kitchen, travelling the course on 
the drinks cart, with starting off 
the field each day and for the 
work done at the busy bees in the 
days leading up to the event. Also 
thanks to Hannah and her staff 
behind the bar at the Rec Centre. 

Nigel Bush Aaron Dobson and Daniel Negus 

Sue Metcalf and Kerry Hunter 
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Women’s Hockey 

Tennis 

By MEG GETHIN 

The Merredin District Lawn Tennis 
Club 2016-17 season is starting a 
bit earlier this year with some Pre-
Season September Sundays 
planned.   

Ladies Captain Meg Gethin said 
that with harvest preoccupying 
some members from late October 
until early December, players were 
keen to have a hit a bit earlier than 
usual.   

All current and potential new 
members as well as visitors are 
welcome to come down to the club 
based at the Merredin Regional 
Community and Leisure Centre 
courts anytime from 3pm on 

Merredin District Lawn Tennis 

Sundays 18th Sept, 25th Sept 
(TBC) and 2nd Oct for social 
doubles tennis Visitor fees are only 
$5 per person.   

The official opening day of the 
season will be Sunday 9th October 
from 3pm and social doubles tennis 
will continue every Sunday after 
that until Christmas.   

Players of all abilities are welcome 
and families with young children 
are especially encouraged as the 
club is very child friendly with its 
own secure playground. Interested 
people should check the club's 
Facebook page or contact the club 
Secretary Tenielle Hooper on 0437 
886 855 for more details and up to 
date information. 

Eastern Districts Football League 

Grand Final Fixtures 
League Kulin/Kondinin vs Bruce Rock 2:20pm start  

Reserves Kulin/Kondinin vs Burracoppin 12noon start  
played at Merredin Rec Centre Sunday 4th September  

Football 

Results from games played on the 

27th August:  

Tammin defeated Meckering 3-1, 

and Quairading defeated 

Merredin 1-0. 

Tammin will now have to face 

Merredin for the final spot in the 

grand final against Quairading. 

The Association Dinner was held 

on the 27th of August, and the 

following are the results. 

Fairest & Best - Erin 
Nielsen (Meckering) 

Runner Up - Carol 
Dall (Quairading) 
21 & Under - Sophie Hooper 
Crawford Carter Goalie of the 
Year - Lisa Newick (Quairading) 
Highest Goal Scorer - Sarah 
Esther (Quairading) 
Countryweek A Grade MVP -
 Hannah Davey (Cunderdin) 
Countryweek A Grade Players 
Choice - Erin Nielsen 
Countryweek B's Players 
Choice - Claudia de 
Lacy (Burracoppin) 
Countryweek Vets Players 
Choice - Sherree 
Hill (Cunderdin) 

https://www.facebook.com/erin.leeson
https://www.facebook.com/erin.leeson
https://www.facebook.com/carol.dall.3
https://www.facebook.com/carol.dall.3
https://www.facebook.com/sophie.hooper.7
https://www.facebook.com/lisa.newick
https://www.facebook.com/sjflilli
https://www.facebook.com/sjflilli
https://www.facebook.com/hannah.davey.5
https://www.facebook.com/claudia.delacy8
https://www.facebook.com/claudia.delacy8
https://www.facebook.com/sherree.hill
https://www.facebook.com/sherree.hill

