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Celebrating Australia Day in Merredin
By DEBBIE MORRIS
Well it was certainly a hot day for
2017 Australia Day, but that didn’t
stop nearly 200 people from
attending the Australia Day
Breakfast and the Thank a
Volunteer event hosted by the
Merredin CRC at the Railway
Museum.
Volunteers arrived around 6.30am
to set up all the marquees, tables
and chairs, so that everything was
ready for the 8am start.
With 6 BBQs on the go the 12
volunteer cooks it was full steam
ahead cooking the sausages, hash

Merredin CRC Chairperson Sue Olcorn,
guest speaker Verity Hughes and MC
Martin Morris

Spike Jones with his Australia Day nose

browns, eggs, tomatoes, bacon and
toast. Another two volunteers were
set up to serve the tea/coffee and
juice
with
other
volunteers
organising the plates and cutlery and
ready to serve.
People began coming through around
8am and the commencement of the
formal Australia Day celebrations
got underway around 9am, with Sue
Olcorn, Chair of the CRC welcoming
everyone and introducing the MC for
the day, Martin Morris who spoke
about Australia Day. An excerpt of
Martin’s speech is on Page 4.
Guest speakers, long term resident
and farmer Mr George Giraudo and
newly
appointed
Breakfast
Announcer for Triple M, Verity
Hughes gave their thoughts on what
Australia Day means to them.

Tony White from NSW and Bobbie Headland enjoy breakfast

The raising of the Australian flag
was carried out very professionally
by the Merredin Army Cadets as the
Merredin Community Singers gave a
polished recital of the National
Anthem with the crowd singing
along.
cont. page 6.

Merredin Cadet Unit raised the flag

Volunteers Audene McCrae, Ian Whisson, El Lipman and Peter McCrae cook breakfast
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Community
Calendar

Every Saturday—Tammin Market Day—Puma
Tammin Roadhouse—9am –1pm call Glenice
Batchelor 0428 371 221 for more info.

Church
Services

Saturday 4th February

All Saints Anglican Church
Cnr Haig Rd and South Ave. Services Sunday
9am. The Rev'd Brett Guthrie 0427 605 331, Su
Riley 0427 412 709

Opera in the Park 50th Gala Concert—Cummins
Theatre—8—10.30pm. Call 9041 3295 for more
info.

Church of Christ
Throssell Road, 10am Sunday Worship and Sunday
School Ph 0408 484 711

Sunday 5th February
The Wine Bluffs—Cummins Theatre—4.00—
7.00pm. Call 9041 3295 for more info.
Friday 10th February
Barry Morgan—Home Organ Party Experience—
Cummins Theatre—12.00pm—1.00pm (doors
open 11am) & 7.30pm—9.30pm (doors open
7.00pm). Call 9041 3295 for more info.
Regular Events
0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for 0—4
year olds. Contact Emma Fitzsimons on 9041 0962
or efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au
Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until
9.30pm at the Masonic Lodge in Coronation St.
First night is free. Beginners to advanced. Call
Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see Sue at the Chemist or
Lyn at the Post Office.
Camera Club—Meeting 18th Feb. February theme
‘black and white landscape’. Photos due in 10 days
prior
(Sunday
evening).
dainasutherland@bigpond.com
Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on
0411 984 123 for more info.
Merredin Community Singers—All levels welcome.
Monday nights 7.00pm at the Senior’s Centre.
Merredin Museum & Historical Society—Meetings
first Wednesday of the month 5.00pm at Railway
Museum. All Welcome.

Merredin Churches Fraternal
PO Box 463, Merredin,
Malcolm Clark 9041 5215
Merredin United in Prayer
Cornerstone Christian Bookshop
7pm last Thursday of the Month
People’s Baptist Church
Kellerberrin, 10am Sunday Worship
Ph 0435 284 796
Revolution Youth
Church of Christ, Throssell Road
Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms)
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167
Roman Catholic Church
South Avenue, 6.30pm Saturday, 11am Sunday,
Father Andrew Bowron
Ph 9041 1118
Seventh-day Adventist Church
Kitchener Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship,
9.30am Saturday Bible Study
Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 3056
Uniting Church
Fifth Street, 9am Sunday Service
Ph 0457 329 850

Merredin Rifle Club—1st and 3rd Sunday of the
month. 9am—12noon. Call Stephen for more info
on 0428 412 213.
Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30
during the school term at Throssell Road, opposite
the pool. Contact Daina on 0409 089 252.
Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 12
noon, Shed Restaurant unless otherwise advised,
contact Julie Townrow 0429 411 377 or email
julietownrow@westnet.com.au
Senior’s Centre Craft Group—Wednesday
mornings 9.30—11.30, bring your own crafts, learn a
new craft or just come for a chat.
Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday
morning 10.00—11.30am at the Senior’s Centre.
Free. All welcome.
Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00 at the
Senior’s Centre. Afternoon tea to follow. Free.

Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the
Merredin Library, for children up to 5 years old.
Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their stories
or just listen. Mondays 10.00am—11.30am, starting
with morning tea. Senior’s Centre. $1.
Tribal Belly Dancing—Fun and fitness for all ages
and levels of experience. Mondays 5.30—7.00pm.
Beginners classes starting May 2017. First night is
free. 110 Barrack Street. Contact Kirsty 9041 1041.

Fortnightly
Merredin Community Resource Centre
110 Barrack Street, Merredin
Ph: 9041 1041 Fax: 9041 1042
Deadlines
(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE)
Articles: 5pm Wednesday
Advertising: Booking 5pm Thursday
Copy finalised 11am Friday
Classifieds: 10am Monday
Contacts:
Content—Kirsty Rochford 9041 1041
administration@merredincrc.com
Advertising— Corey Tucker 9041 1041
marketing@merredincrc.com
Upcoming Editions
17th February
3rd, 17th & 31st March
Available as an online subscription,
www.merredincrc.com

Tales of the Past
The death on January 9 th, 2017 of Michael Chamberlain – exhusband of Lindy and father of Azaria- reminded me of the
experiences I went through at the time of the disappearance
of Azaria, her mother’s incarceration and the whole sorry
saga of mis verdict and subsequent not guilty verdict for both
parents.
Michael and Lindy Chamberlain were Seventh day
Adventists and Michael was a Pastor in the Seventh day
Adventist Church. I was teaching at a Seventh day Adventist
school in Victoria Park at the time of Lindy’s trial. The
school had a street on both sides of the block and folk would
drive past using a loud hailer and shouting, “Hang Lindy
Chamberlain!” Not content with that, others would drive
passed when the children (Primary School children) were at
recess shouting, “Baby Killers, Baby Killers!” Children from
another school close by would wait and ambush our students
on the way home from school and throw stones at them. I
was saddened by the whole thing, but could not do anything
to help – except walk with one or two who were most
frightened. (We did not discuss this scenario at school, but
left it to the parents to talk about it if they wished. In those
days, such topics were left to parents more than today.
It was coming up to Christmas and Lindy’s trial was coming
to a close. School closed for the year and I put the school
vacuum cleaner in for service. It became time to pick it up. I
went to the Electrolux Shop to retrieve said cleaner and it
was full of people buying things – presumably Christmas
presents. There was the usual buzz in the small shop. The
proprietor had the radio on for the news and just before it was
my turn to be served a news flash announced that Lindy
Chamberlain was found guilty of the murder of her daughter,
Azaria.
At that crucial moment the shopkeeper came to me and asked
what I wanted. I said, “I’ve come to pick up the vacuum
cleaner for the Seventh day Adventist School.” There
followed an absolute silence in the whole shop. I thought,
“What happens next?”……… The lady in the shop brought
the vacuum cleaner, I paid the account and walked through a
group of folk who were all staring at me. When I got to the
door, I turned, smiled at them all and left.
I am always wary since then of deciding that published things
are ALL, ALWAYS TRUE and like to give the benefit of the
doubt if possible. Later events proved the Chamberlains not
guilty.

Library Musings
Well, school holidays are over for now so no more excess
for unhealthy snack foods. Now you need to concentrate on
how to best help them through the day with healthy lunches
and snacks.
The Merredin Regional Library has a number of books that
can help. “Better food for kids” by Joanne Saab and Daina
Kalnins have included not only information about what
nutrition children of all ages need, but some interesting
recipes. How about Tuna veggie wraps? You can make
these the night before and even substitute wholegrain pitas
or even whole grain buns instead of the tortillas. Instead of
a bag of chips for recess how about a homemade
microwave granola – no added preservatives. It keeps for
up to a month.
Is it difficult to get your child to eat vegies? Try “The art
of hiding vegetables: sneaky ways to feed your children
healthy food” by Karen Bali and Sally Child. They include
breakfast, snacks, main meals for the family, puddings and
sweet treats and much more. Suggestions for packed
lunches include mini pizzas, popcorn instead of chips, dried
fruit and even flapjacks. Some of the tips for getting
children to each fruit and vegies include getting them to
count, disguising vegies with cheese and even in some
cases bribery!
Have you ever wondered how much you should actually
feed your kids? The healthiest food won’t help keep your
child healthy if the portions are too large. Try “This = that
child size : a life-size photo guide to kids’ food serves” by
Trudy Williams. This book shows you how much is a plate
of vegies or a salad, how much dairy should they eat, how
much is one serve of chips and much more. Never again
will you have to guess – just look at the pictures.
The library always has books with healthy choice meals,
even books for people with allergies or even conditions like
diabetes. Come in and have a look. If the library doesn’t
have what you need staff can always borrow something
from another library. If you don’t ask you will never know.
Remember you can always check the library catalogue at
http://120.151.175.217 (and check on what you already
have on loan) or check the State Library of WA catalogue
at http://www.slwa.gov.au.
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Collgar Community Fund benefits the community
By GEMMA O’REILLY
Collgar Wind Farm construction was completed in
October 2011, and since 2012, Collgar have
contributed significantly to the community in many
ways, such as providing sponsorships to fund local
projects that benefit the Shire of Merredin and
surrounding areas.
Collgar Wind Farm has a genuine interest in
building the capacity of the communities in which
they operate. A Grants Committee was appointed
to assess all applications and to determine how best
to allocate funds and in-kind contributions to
maximise benefits for the community.
Through the Community Fund, Collgar supports
initiatives that strengthen the local community
through programs that enhance facilities in the
Merredin region and surrounding areas. These
focus areas include
 Education and Training
 Community Development
 Health/Wellbeing
 Environment
Donations and sponsorships since inception (2012)
Education and Training - $116,000
 Merredin College – Scholarships, laptop
donation and various school workshops and
camps
 St Mary’s College – ipads for 21
classroom, shaded area
 CYOC
–
Mobile
training
Electrotechnology scholarships
 CSU / Muresk Institute –
scholarships

st

Century
trailer,

Agribusiness

 Various other minor donations
Community Development - $196,000
 Shire of Merredin – Community events,
workshops, community garden and art projects

 Merredin CRC – Community events and
workshops
 Men’s Shed – Donation towards shed
construction
 Spare Parts Puppet Theatre
 Cummins Theatre
 Public Swimming Pool – Urban art and BBQ
area
 Merredin Rec Centre – BBQ area and
equipment
 Agricultural Women Wheatbelt East – Events
and workshops
 Merredin Police – Centenary ball
 Various other minor donations
Health & Wellbeing - $105,000
 Various sporting groups – events, workshops
and training, equipment, facilities
 St John Ambulance – ipad donation
 Merredin Seniors through the Merredin CRC
 Merrittville Retirement Village – landscaping
for newly built units
 Avon Youth – youth programs and various
camps
 Merredin Aboriginal Project Incorporated – Hip
Hop for Aboriginal Health
Environment - $6,000
 Stay Snake Smart
 Malleefowl workshops
 Hands for Earth
Sponsorship and donation applications approved
for funding in 2017
 Education and Training - $60,000
 Community Development - $48,000
 Health & Wellbeing - $9,000
 Environment - $24,000

Collgar team assisted with rubbish clean-up with Hands
for Earth at Merredin Reserve .

Site Supervisor Barry Sayers with the 2016 Agribusiness
Scholarship Award winner Angela Ryan.

Collgar team who volunteered some time to work on the
garden at Avon Youth.

Indigenous Hip Hop Projects worked with the Njaki Njaki
community of Merredin to create a music video
commissioned by the Merredin Aboriginal Project Inc.
(MAPI) in partnership with the University of Western
Australia, Centre for Aboriginal Medical and Dental
Health and Telethon Kids Institute. The project’s major
sponsor was Collgar Wind Farm.
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My Thoughts
Excerpt from 2017 Australia Day Speech
By MARTIN MORRIS
Australia is a society where respect
has to be earned instead of being
granted by birth. Australians distrust
bludgers and those who believe it’s
OK to rort the system or that the
world owes them a living.
Given the chance and freed from
government restraint, Australians are
also entrepreneurial and risk takers.
Australians, on the whole, are
independently minded and happy to
give newcomers the benefit of the
doubt unless they are hostile to our
way of life.
Instead of denigrating Australia Day,
we should, we should all recognise
that it’s only because of the First
Fleet that we are such a peaceful,
prosperous and stable country.
Indeed a lucky country – that’s why
so many migrants want to live here.
Imagine if we were “Colonised” by

some other countries where they are
ruled by dictatorship and military
might.
We are indeed lucky.
The only absolute and undeniable
fact about history is that it cannot be
changed. It can’t be bought back and
you can’t turn back the clock.
Obsessing over historical grievances
is what tends to tear countries, and
communities for that matter, apart.
Just look at countries in the Middle
East area and Eastern Europe. It’s
still happening. They continue to
fight amongst themselves and
destroy their countries.
We cannot reverse issues of the past,
nor remedy mistakes. There is no
point trying to seek justice nor
redemption
as
both
the
“perpetrators” and “victims” died
long ago. All anyone can do is to
accept the present and try and
improve the future.

Police Report
By Senior
CROOK

Sergeant SHANE

A number of Merredin Police
attended the Australia Day
ceremony last week held at the
railway museum. We all enjoyed
the breakfast and the atmosphere
of the event, saying hello to
everyone and talking to several of
our locals. The highlight of the
morning for me was the solo
performance by Emma Davis of ‘I
Still Call Australia Home’.
Again the behaviour of the
Merredin community was very
good with no serious incidents.
You may have noticed Merredin
Police continue to conduct
Random Breath Tests during both
the day and evening shifts. It is

good to see that the majority of
people in town are doing the right
thing when it comes to drink driving,
although a female driver was
charged last week with the offence of
driving with alcohol in excess of
0.08 percent.
Unfortunately there is a crook in
town that committed two burglaries
on business in the industrial area
along Barrack Street East Saturday
28 January sometime between 4 and
5 am.
Investigations are being
conducted but we are also seeking
help from members of the public, if
anyone has information that may
assist please call us direct on 9041
1322 or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333
000.
And lastly hope the kids had a great
day on their first day back at school.

Merredin Police attending the Australia Day Breakfast at the Merredin Railway
Museum

Get over it, move on and let’s all
strive to make Australia even better.
Many nationalities landed on
Australia’s coast well before the
British colonised it. There were
French, Dutch, and Portuguese etc.
Many parts of our coast still carry
names based on these. Vasse, Cape
Naturalist, Cape Leeuwin etc.
Some people say that the British
arriving and colonising Australia
severely changed their culture and
way of life. Maybe so, but it was not
only the indigenous people that were
effected. The world changed.
As strange as it may seem, even
though I manage the Courthouse in
Merredin, some of my ancestors
were in fact convicts. They were
shipped away from their country of
birth, their families and familiar
surroundings to a place halfway
around the world. When released,
they had to try and make a living and
a life in a place they didn’t know,
Thousands of miles (as it was then)
from home. Their lives changed
forever. Never to be the same again.

leading from the front in trying to
unite Australia instead of breaking it
up into self interest groups. We are
one country made up of many
different cultures and beliefs, but we
are one country – Australia.
It is time to get over it. Be united and
proud of where you live.

I don’t care who you are. If you live
here, and you call Australia home, be
proud to be Australian.

With references from:
Dr Ken Donnelly – Author of “The
Culture of Freedom”
Joe Hildebrand - Journalist

Dot Morris – My Mum

It was not their choice to come here,
but I am really glad they did!!!!!!!!!!!
Fremantle Council has got it so
wrong by failing to recognise
Australia Day. They should be

Martin Morris
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Letter to the Editor
Ending the Age of
Entitlement
By LANGLEY SMITH
I started writing this article for The
Phoenix
after
reading
the
commentary below and found
plagiarism difficult, so I wrote to
The Courier Mail and Mr Brian
Hale and asked for permission to
publish all or part hereof here in
Merredin. Which has been granted!
I remember well as a lad in the 50’s
being told by my parents and my
boss that Mr Menzies had provided
a fund for my retirement just as the
Government now pushes that
Superannuation Issue. Well they
have now reduced my pension, told
my children to work until 70 and
have the temerity to say that being a
pensioner is “nothing to be proud
about.”

age of entitlement” narrative while
pushing the disingenuous line that
younger workers are paying tax to
support pensioners. Menzies was
opposition leader when then prime
minister Ben Chifley announced a
National Welfare Fund to pay for
pensions, unemployment relief,
child endowments, even health care
with a 7.5 percent tax increase.
Menzies
insisted
that
the
Compulsory Contribution (levy)
should be kept completely separate;
that it should be paid straight into a
trust account and not mixed with the
general revenue. The levy and the
National Welfare Fund began on
January 1, 1946, and contributions
were shown separately on workers’
personal tax assessments for 1946,
1947, 1948, 1949 and 1950, with the
money paid straight into the special
fund from which claims were paid
out.

Opinion:
Arrogant
politicians
should be ready for a pensioners’
revolt by Brian Hale, The CourierMail-January 11, 2017

In 1950 the balance in the fund was
almost £100 million or $200 million
– in today’s money the equivalent of
several trillion dollars.

“The stigma of charity should be
removed from the age pension. It
should be an entitlement earned by
the person’s personal contribution to
the fund,” said a very famous
Australian long ago. Who? Former
Prime Minister Sir Robert Menzies.
When? At the time the current
pension scheme was introduced.
Fund? What fund and what personal
contribution?

But the pot was too big for the
politicians to leave alone. Menzies,
supported by the Australian Labor
Party, amended the Acts governing
the fund so the compulsory
contributions levy was lumped in
with people’s income tax and the
whole lot paid straight into
consolidated revenue.
But the
compulsory 7.5 per cent “levy” was
still collected and spent.

You wouldn’t know about it
listening to the major parties’
politicians or Senate crossbencher
David Leyonhjelm who, echoing
former Treasurer Joe Hockey, told
the ABC he wants Australians to
drop their sense of entitlement to the
aged pension, which should only be
paid to poor people, and receiving it
should be “nothing to be proud of”.

In 1977 Liberal PM Malcolm Fraser
transferred the balance left in the
welfare fund account (by then
almost $500 million, or several
trillion in today’s terms) to
consolidated revenue. But still, the
7.5 percent was taken out of
everyone’s pay packet every
week. Then in 1985 the Labor
Government repealed Acts No. 39,
40 and 41 of 1945 (The National
Welfare Fund Acts) and introduced
income and asset testing, thus
excluding millions of levy and
taxpaying
Australians
from
receiving the pension for which they
had paid.

Well, no David, most pensioners
worked and spent a lifetime paying
for their pensions. It’s not welfare
and, when it was introduced, it was
actually meant to be an entitlement.
A 7.5 percent tithe was taken from
wages to put into a fund to pay their
pensions. Just as workers now have
superannuation collected.
What a good idea! Unfortunately
(for pensioners) the Labor Party
insisted the contributions shouldn’t
be kept in individual accounts as in
the UK and the US where retirees
get the entitlement earned by their
contributions. Instead, it all went
into one big pot, the National
Welfare Fund. And when the pot got
really big, the politicians took it.
They won’t talk about the historical
facts because these days politicians
have developed a new “ending the

But still the 7.5 per cent levy
continued to be collected (while
hidden in general income tax
revenue.) And to this day it still is
collected.

There have been estimates that the
trillions of dollars stolen from the
fund and the money paid and
similarly stolen (sorry, transferred)
since 1985 would be enough to pay
a non-means-tested pension to every
retiree of far more than $500 a
week. If it had been invested, like
the Future Fund, the pension might
be $1000 a week! Small beer

compared with the politicians’
pension deals but a huge leap for
older Aussies, 420,000 of whom had
their age pensions cancelled or
reduced from January 1st.
Ironically, they are the very
pensioners who would have the
highest pensions if their personal
contribution to the “fund” was the
yardstick as in the UK and the
US. They probably generally have
been Coalition voters. But no more!
Spend time in the RSL’s, bowling
clubs, voluntary organisations and
the like, where these people gather
and it is clear they are LiberalNational voters no more. In lieu of
an Australian Trump, they see no
alternative but One Nation.

degrees from Menzies’ view the age
pension is “an entitlement earned by
the person’s personal contribution
to the fund” and portrays it as
charity. For many Australians, this
alone shows how far the parties
they once supported have strayed
from principle.
The arrogant politicians think they
can
hypocritically
and
sanctimoniously
speak
condescendingly
of
older
Australians. They are in for a
shock.
Published with permission from
Brian Hale who is a former
business editor of The CourierMail and The Australian.

The Coalition, supported by Labor
and the Greens, has turned 180

Question to Central Wheatbelt Electors
By BILL CRABTREE
Dear Merredin Region,

I have been travelling throughout the
Central Wheatbelt electorate hearing
of your concerns for our towns, our
state and even our country. We do
live in interesting times, the media
seem to be missing the mark often
and we are getting more of our
trusted news from online sources.
While we can all be proud of our
great Australian history and heritage,
I feel that many sense that we are
slipping backwards. The general
rural decline in rural prosperity, and
moral, is largely influenced by what
drives our businesses, being our
agricultural production.
A high priority must be that robust
essential services for the Wheatbelt
must be maintained and improved,
along with safer roads, managing
crime and providing employment
opportunities. We can be thankful to
the Liberal/National government for
legislating Royalties for Regions
which will remain an important
foundation for maintaining and
improving conditions of rural life.
However, it is clear that our farmers
are
slowly
becoming
less
competitive and this underpins rural
vibrancy. The continuous trend of
creeping rural exodus must be
reversed in order to Renew
Wheatbelt Prosperity. We need more
jobs in our small unique and
cherished towns. Robbing Peter to
pay Paul is neither a wholesome
approach nor a sustainable way to
instil pride in our communities to
move forward.
As I travel throughout the world
each year, while leading large
Australian farmer groups, I learn that
farmers in the America’s are often

doing it better and that we are not
competitive enough. So to combat
this we can work harder and longer
on our farms and make them bigger.
We are not working as smart as we
could be. I am pleased to say that as
“No-Till Bill” I have helped WA
farmers remain somewhat profitable
during the dry 2000 years.
Our wheatbelt’s prosperity depends
largely upon efficient and economic
wheat production. My dream, vision
or target for the Wheatbelt is; “To
help WA farmers produce 25 million
tonnes of grain by the year 2025”.
This extra production can be on the
same piece of land that has been
farmed long-term by families. I want
to encourage young farmers to come
back to their family farm, I want to
help make farming exciting again.
By lifting grain production by 60%
farmers we will not need to expand
farm size to remain competitive and
will need to employ more people.

The current trend of expanding farm
sizes comes at financial risk where
droughts and frosts can cripple a
business’s capacity to survive. For
over 10 years there has been
breeding technology sitting idle on
the shelf which could help farmers
fight droughts and frosts. It has been
waiting for someone who can drive
innovation and remove red tape. The
loss of 5 million tonnes of grain
from the WA Wheatbelt was worth
One billion dollars and every one of
these is multiplied 3 to 4 times in the
regions.
The question Central Wheatbelt
electors need to ask is; how are we
tracking? Do we need new
leadership that is courageous, honest
about the challenges, pragmatic and
has experience in what it takes to
make businesses profitable?
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Australia Day Fun
from page 1.
Recognition of the wonderful
volunteers we have in Merredin
followed
which
involved
presentation
of
Appreciation
Certificates.
Emma Davis from the Cummins
Theatre gave an amazing rendition of
“I still call Australia home” which
was appreciated by the crowd. Then
Emma had everyone singing along to
“Give me a home among the gum
trees”. It was great seeing children
and older people getting involved
and showing their enthusiasm in the
actions that go with this song. We

can’t wait to hear Emma sing another
Aussie song next year about an Emu,
wearing her cork hat and playing the
banjo.
A big thank you to everyone
involved with the Australia Day
Breakfast and Thank a Volunteer
event.
Thank you to Collgar
Windfarm, Shire of Merredin and
Department of Local Government
and Communities for funding
towards this event.

Kassidy and Savannah Spencer in downtown Merredin full of Aussie pride
Emma Davis sang Australian songs

Mick & Vicki Allen waiting for breakfast

Merredin Army Cadets raise the
Australian flag

Guest speaker George Giraudo spoke
about his childhood

Volunteers Michelle Malashevitz, Corey
Tucker and Simon Maley serve breakfast

Something For Everyone On
Australia Day
By MARILYN SAYERS
Lots happened in Merredin on
Australia Day and at the Merredin
Regional Community and Leisure
Centre there was lots of family fun
on offer along with a bottle top
quiz and live music.
An Aussie backyard water slide
and water bomb fights were
popular in the heat with volleyball
and back yard cricket games
played as the sun went down.
Six young people took advantage
of a “give it a go” aquafit class and
a bottle top quiz attracted seven
teams with Rob Endersbee’s team
taking out first prize.
Live music from locals, The
Steigers band was a great hit with
fantastic music till midnight.

Fun playing volleyball at the Rec Centre

Thanks to everyone who came and
supported the event.
Look out for our new programmes
starting in February on our Facebook
page MerredinLeisureCentre, phone
us on 9041 3033 or come down to
the Rec Centre on Bates and find out
what we can do for you.

Rob Endersbee proud to be wearing
his team’s winning prizes for the bottle
top quiz at the MRCLC.
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Australia Day Fun
Westonia

Yilgarn

Fun at the pool

Shire of Yilgarn Australia Day Citizenship Award & Breakfast

Nungarin

Shire of Nungarin—Citizenship of the Year Awards

Under 25 Award - Gemma Dayman

Adult Award - Geoff Dayman

Shire President, Onida Truran making her speech and announcing the recipient of the
Australia Day Citizenship Award. The day was celebrated with a free community
breakfast provided by the Shire of Yilgarn.

Narembeen

Shire of Narembeen Awards Ceremony & Breakfast

Left to right - Autum
Club Representative
Glenis Maringoni,
Senior Citizen of the
year Dannie Casey,
Shire President
Rhonda Cole, Group
of the year
Narembeen Autumn
Club Representative
Carmel Harper and
Citizen of the year
Craig Gmeiner

Community Group Award - Nungarin Towns Football Club

Kellerberrin

Shire of Kellerberrin Australia Day Awards

Bethany Moore & Pixie O’Neill
from Kellerberrin Riding & Pony
Club (2016 Community Event of
the Year Award), Mitch Berliner
(2016 Young Citizen Award), Joan
Thorncroft (2016 Citizen of the
Year Award), Cheryle Scott (2016
Community Service Award), Rod
Forsyth (Shire President) & Shyra
Coleman (2016 Community Service Award)

Left to Right Cr Bevan
Thomas, Shire President
Rhonda Cole & Cr Amy
Hardham
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Merredin launches push for innovative agrifood industry
By MICHELLE
Shire of Merredin

MARKS

The Wheatbelt centre of
Merredin is accelerating plans
to develop a fully serviced hub
for
commercial-scale
greenhouses
and
other
innovative agrifood production
technologies.
Merredin, 260 kilometres east
of Perth, has a successful
record in harvesting and
recycling water for public parks
and gardens and now wants to
establish
a
shovel-ready
platform
for
agrifood
proponents with capital and
market outlets.
To stimulate private interest the
Shire
of
Merredin
has
established
a
community
reference group to promote the
town’s advantages including
strategic location, services, and
off-scheme water sources to
future agrifood developers.
The reference group, chaired by
Member for Agriculture Region
Hon Martin Aldridge MLC,
includes strong government
agency involvement to provide
potential
investors
with

accurate and timely guidance on
sustainable water supply options,
technologies and agronomics.
Shire President Ken Hooper said
“Merredin had the land and water
assets, transport logistics and
essential services which could be
utilised to place the community at
the forefront of high-value
agricultural production”.
“The Shire has strategic industrial
and other land that could
accommodate
a
future
horticultural hub and we are
looking at linking our off-scheme
water pipelines from the various
water sources into an integrated
water supply. This could also see
some form of desalination to
increase the amount of water
available,” Mr Hooper said.
“An agrifood industry can help us
to diversify Merredin’s economic
base and create new training and
career opportunities. What we
achieve here could be a
demonstration model for other
hinterland communities,” he said.
The reference group includes
Merredin Shire Councillors John
Flockart and Matt Crisafio, Shire
CEO
Greg
Powell
and

representatives
from
the
Department of Water (Water for
Food), Department of Agriculture
and Food, Water Corporation and
the Wheatbelt Development
Commission.
Chairman Mr Aldridge said an
investment document would be
produced to highlight to potential
agrifood
proponents
the
opportunity
that
Merredin
offered.
“Merredin is located on Great
Eastern Highway and has a great
base for agrifood investment with
its
outstanding
agricultural
services,
transport
logistics,
education facilities,” Mr Aldridge
said.
“Other

communities

around

Australia are capitalising on
agrifood opportunities including
Stawell, a mining town in
Victoria which has attracted an
$80 million staged greenhouse
development by Nectar Farms to
produce cucumbers for the
Melbourne market.”

“Another
example
is
a
commercial-scale
greenhouse
development in Geraldton where
owners 4 Ways Fresh harvest and
store rainwater from greenhouse
canopies to supplement scheme
water.”
For more information contact:
Greg Powell, CEO Shire of
Merredin (08) 9041 1611
Simon Skevington, Department
of Water (08) 6364 7687.

Would you like to write an article for
The Phoenix.

Let us know what’s happening in your town.
Email administration@merredincrc.com
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Holiday programme supports
different sporting activities
By MARILYN SAYERS
The MRCLC hosted four days of
sporting activities for children
during the holidays. Bubble balls,
taekwondo and soccer along with
table tennis, badminton and dodge
ball.
Both taekwondo and soccer will
now be held on a regular basis

starting in February. Please contact
the MRCLC on 9041 3033 if you
have a child interested in either of
these sports.
Like
us
on
Facebook:
MerredinLeisureCentre or phone us
on 9041 3033 and get all the latest
news from the Merredin Rec Centre.
Better still come down to the Rec
Centre on Bates and find out what
we can do for you.

Chance to sample uni life at
Muresk
By LINDSAY MCNEILL
Having just received their ATAR
students interested in studying for a
degree in agribusiness can now
sample university life through
campus tours being run by the
School of Agribusiness at Muresk
Institute on February 10.
The program includes an explanation
of the highly regarded Charles Sturt
University Bachelor of Agricultural
Business Management offered at
Muresk in a partnership between the
university and Central Regional
TAFE. Visitors tour teaching areas,
accommodation, recreation facilities
and the Muresk farm. The day ends
with a question and answer session.
Morning tea and lunch are provided.
Parents are welcome to attend.

their knowledge and skills in
research jobs while others were
working in areas such as rural
finance, merchandising and assessing
the viability of rural enterprises," Dr
Storer said.
Enrolments for 2017 are still open.
Applications need to be in soon to
access $40,000 of scholarships
offered by industry for first year
students, most worth $5,000 each.
For more information about applying
for the degree or to book a tour,
email agribusiness@crtafe.wa.edu.au
or call 9622 6789.

Head of the School, Dr Christine
Storer, said the degree is overseen by
a committee of agribusiness leaders
and delivered by local staff who have
wide industry experience in WA.
"While the majority of our students
are high school graduates, the
flexible timetable, opportunity to
tailor the course and to study part
time has attracted a number of
mature age students. "Some are
looking for a career change or a
promotion at work while others want
skills to run their businesses better,"
she said.
"This is the fourth intake of students
since the degree was first offered at
Muresk in 2014. "Several of our
2016 graduates are already applying

Visiting students with head of the School
of Agribusiness, Dr Christine Storer,
during a campus tour at Muresk Institute
last year.
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CRC COMMUNITY NEWS
Thank you to Volunteers
Firstly thank you to the many
volunteers who helped with the
Australia Day and Thank a
Volunteer breakfast on Thursday
26th January, it made the event run
very smoothly.
At the breakfast all community and
sporting groups were named and
representatives had the opportunity
to collect a Certificate of
Appreciation which was an
acknowledgement of the work the
volunteers do within these groups,
which could be coaching, scoring,
umpiring, attending fires and
accidents,
providing
social
activities and support or a venue
for networking to name a few.
Our community would not be the
wonderful place it is to live if not

for the many volunteers and groups
that we have.
Those groups who did not collect
their certificate on the day are
welcome to come to the CRC and
pick them up.
The event was hosted by the
Merredin CRC and supported by
Collgar Windfarm, Department of
Local
Government
and
Communities, Shire of Merredin,
Elders, Landmark, Two Dogs Home
Hardware,
Merredin
College,
Merredin Men’s Shed, Merredin
Army Cadets, Merredin Community
Singers, Merredin Railway Museum
and many community minded
individuals.

Australian trivia answers from Australia Day Breakfast
(Winners were Merredin Community Singers)
1. Name the yacht that took line
honours in the 2016 Sydney to
Hobart Yacht race? Perpetual Loyal
2. In which Western Australian town
did May Gibbs, author of the
famous Snugglepot and Cuddlepie
book live in the 1880’s? Harvey
3. How many ships were in the first
fleet? 11
4. Which of the following is not an
Australian innovation? a) Chiko
Roll b) Lawn Sprinkler c) Plastic
bank notes d) Dual flush toilet e)
Wine Cask B – Lawn Sprinkler
5. What was the original name for
Busselton? The Vasse
6. Name the 2 people’s portraits that
appear on the Polymer green $100
note designed in 1996? Sir John
Monash Dame Nellie Melba
7. In 1885, Western Australians were
introduced to a new sport. Name

the sport? Australian Rules Football
8. What town has this postcode - 6255?
Bridgetown
9. What is Perth’s oldest building? The
Old Courthouse
10. Goldfields Water Supply Scheme
(pipeline) – Where is No 5 Pumping
Station? Yerbillion
11. How wide is Australia (Kms)?
4000kms
12. How many Gold medals did Australia
win at the 2016 Rio Olympic Games?
8
13. Is the Merredin Courthouse State
Heritage listed? No
14. Name the Hawthorn player who
transferred to the West Coast Eagles
this season? Sam Mitchell
15. Name the player who defeated Nick
Kyrgios in the 2017 Australian Open?
Andreas Seppi

Windows 10 Workshop
15th February 6pm

Merredin CRC 110 Barrack Street, Merredin
$25 per person
Call 9041 1041 to book—limited spaces
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Latest small grants round of Royalties for Regions announced
Sixteen community projects have
been approved to receive just over
$1.25m of Royalties for Regions
funding in the electorate of Central
Wheatbelt.
Local Member Mia Davies MLA
said the Wheatbelt Development
Commission’s Regional Grants
Scheme and Community Chest Fund
provided
one-off
grants
to
community, public and not for profit
organisations to improve and
develop infrastructure and services
in the region.
“It means that smaller projects that
are important to a town, or a local
community
group,
have
the
opportunity to leverage Royalties for
Regions funds to get their project up
and running,” she said.
“This round was very competitive
and the projects are a real mix from
Shire’s and grassroots groups that
would have found it difficult to get
their project off the ground without
Royalties for Regions.”
Regional Grant Scheme (up to
$300,000)
• Shire of Kondinin ($185,000)
Alterations and additions to the
Kondinin Community Recreation
Centre to increase the capacity and
improve the functionality of the
facility.
• Shire of Narembeen ($250,000)
Development of a purpose built
Emergency Services building, colocating the Narembeen Volunteer
Bush Fire Brigade and St John
Ambulance.
• National Trust of Western
Australia ($200,000)
Upgrading of six existing houses at
the State heritage listed Avondale
Farm
• Shire of Kellerberrin ($100,000)
Upgrading of the current facilities at
the Kellerberrin Speedway
• Northam Districts Motor Cycle
Club ($93,581.12)
Construction and fit out of a
Clubhouse facility to include a basic
kitchen, male, female and disabled
ablutions and a First Aid Room.

• Avon Valley Motor Museum
Association ($200,000)
Acquisition of land and buildings for
the York Motor Museum.
Community Chest Fund (up to
$50,000)
• Brookton Old Time Motor Show
($10,000)
Equipment
hire,
entertainment
expenses,
administration
and
insurance, printing and promotion,
security and permits and cleaning –
all as part of hosting the 2018
Brookton Old Time Motor Show to
be held 24 March 2018.
• Wongan Community Care Inc.
($10,000)
Provision of a fully insulated shed to
protect and preserve the high quality,
brand new therapy resources and
equipment.
• St John Ambulance Bruce Rock
($30,000)
Fit-out of extension to the current St
John Ambulance building in Bruce
Rock.
• St John Ambulance Wyalkatchem
($50,000)
Extension of the ambulance garage
in Koorda.
• Shire of Bruce Rock ($22,000)
Installation of a mixed age children’s
playground and soft fall ground
cover at the caravan park.
• Shire of York ($10,000)
Provision
of
entertainment,
marketing and equipment hire as part
of the 2018 York Motorcycle
Festival.
• Shire of Beverley ($27,834)
Interpretation panels, scale model of
a Vampire jet and a short film as part
of the Flying through History
project.
• Shire of Merredin ($25,000)
Installation of Program Variable
Speed Drives for the Merredin town
reticulation scheme and the Merredin
Olympic Pool to enable operational
efficiencies to increase the potential
of water re-use projects in Merredin.
• Shire of Yilgarn ($25,000)

If I had a dollar for every time I had a date on
Valentine’s Day, it’d be very hard for me to
afford anything.

Mia Davies MLA presented the Regional Grant Scheme funding to Shire of Kellerberrin
representatives including President Rod Forsyth (left).

Installation of free, accessible
outdoor gymnasium equipment at the
Southern Cross Recreation Precinct.
• Artists’ Revolution ($15,600)
Provision of marketing, materials,
office equipment and workshop
expenses for a Community Art Space
and Projects in Northam.
Member for the Agricultural
Regional Hon Martin Aldridge MLC
said there was no guarantee the
highly popular grants scheme would

continue if there was a change of
Government after the State election.
“The Labor Party are saying they’ll
spend
it
on
government
infrastructure that should be funded
out of consolidated revenue,” he
said.
“I’d suggest you’d be saying
goodbye to small project funding
rounds like this in the country if The
Nationals aren’t in Government
overseeing Royalties for Regions.”
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Markets set to start February

Markets in the new location of the carpark.
By COREY TUCKER
A decision was made by the CRC
Committee not to hold the markets in
January this year. As much as we
would have liked to, it was simply
too hot and there is a significant
number of people out of town at that
time of year, which would mean less
stalls and buyers.
A trial was run in November to try a
new layout for the markets, which
saw stalls located in the carpark and
food, entertainment and a sitting area
on the lawn. The change was to add
a little more order and tidiness for
our customers, and to hopefully
make it easier for our stallholders.
We did receive some great feedback
on the day and heard a lot of positive
comments about the new layout.
Staff and volunteers have agreed to
continue with this new layout for a
while and see how it goes.
Some of the stalls have the
advantage of shade provided by the
trees in the carpark, but for those that
aren’t located under the trees, the
CRC have marquees for hire at a cost

of $15 which includes setup and
packup.
Booking of stalls is essential for each
market day, as this allows the staff to
map out the location of all the stalls
before the actual day. The Booking
forms can be downloaded from the
website www.merredincrc.com.au or
you can phone the CRC or just call
in.
Thanks to everyone who either had a
stall or came along and had a look at
the markets in 2016, we look
forward to some successful Merredin
Market days in 2017.
If anyone would like to be involved
with the markets, which could be
helping set up or cooking some
sausages or would like to give some
ideas on how we could improve the
Markets, then please contact the
CRC. We welcome any level of
involvement. 2017 Markets will
start again on the 26th February and
continue on the fourth Sunday of the
month. March markets will not take
place due to the Merredin
Community Show.
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Health

Visiting your GP… Tips for
the average bloke!
By BRENDEN and the Team—
Regional Men’s Health Initiative
We often talk to blokes about the
importance of visiting their GP for a
routine service visit or ‘check-up’
regardless of whether they feel
unwell or not. These visits help you
to stay health aware and if you do
have particular risk factors, such as
a family history of a certain disease,
then regular check-ups may help
your doctor pick up early warning
signs. For example, high blood
pressure may be an early warning
sign of cardiovascular disease. I
recently had my check up and I
guess having a medical background
puts me at a bit of an advantage
when it comes to this sort of stuff,
but for a lot of blokes it can be a bit
of a daunting and at times confusing
process.
First and foremost I think there are
a lot of benefits in having a regular
doctor and practice that you visit.
This gives you the opportunity to
build a relationship over time, to the
point where you are more
comfortable talking openly about
things. Your doctor gets to know
you and will have a better
understanding of your health needs
and concerns. Your medical history
also stays under the one roof
making it easier to keep things up to
date.
With the average GP consultation
time being around 10 to 15 minutes
it’s important that you have a fairly
clear idea of what you want to talk
about (write a check list starting
with the most concerning issue).
Usually for two or more health
issues you will need to book a
longer consultation time. Be
prepared! For a general health
check, your doctor will want to talk

to you about a range of stuff
including your medical history,
your family’s history, your
lifestyle, diet, weight and how
much you exercise. Be honest
about your health and your
concerns and most of all, don’t
worry too much about being
embarrassed. Doctors are usually
very difficult people to shock and
more than likely have seen or heard
it all before.

We all need to take responsibility
for our own health and wellbeing.
A lot of guys I talk to have no idea
of what their blood pressure is
normally or what it means for that
matter. Get to know your normal
parameters and other things like
your cholesterol and PSA (Prostate
specific antigen) blood tests so you
can engage in conversation with
your GP about them. It often helps
to keep your own record of results
and a list of any medications you
may be on and what they are for.
As we get older we inevitably
encounter the increased risk of
developing particular health issues
such as prostate issues (over 45
years). Most GPs are pretty good at
prompting us when needed but we
still need to be an active
participant. Don’t feel intimidated,
you have the right to request certain
tests and question things the doctor
suggests. After all, this is about you
and your GP working together.
So when visiting your GP be
prepared (take a checklist) and be
involved, it’s your health, you are
the expert on you.

Planning for improved health in
the North Eastern Wheatbelt
By CAROLINE ROBINSON
The North Eastern Wheatbelt
Regional
Organisation
of
Councils
(NEWROC)
has
identified the need for improved
health policy and resources that
are tailored and targeted to cater
to the unique nature of rural
health care in the six Shires and
the diverse needs of their rural
communities to ensure they
receive timely, comprehensive
and quality care.
The Shires of Koorda, Mt
Marshall, Mukinbudin, Nungarin,
Trayning and Wyalkatchem will
look to address some of the key
challenges
in
ensuring that their
communities
are
well provisioned in
terms of health and
wellbeing services
by developing a
NEWROC Health
Strategy.
This
process will also
seek to cement
robust partnerships
across
the
six
Shires and health
service providers in
the region.
The project has
been made possible
through Royalties
for
Regions
funding.
The
NEWROC
Health
Strategy
will focus on four
areas of health;

illness and injury prevention;
communication and coordination
between health service providers;
health system navigation and
health workforce attraction and
retention, including for volunteer
health workers.
The NEWROC is seeking
feedback from residents in the six
Shires around the four themes in
the Health Strategy or additional
innovations and ideas. Feedback
can be provided up until the 28th
February 2017
To provide feedback please visit
http://phexchange.wapha.org.au/
newroc.
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CBH Merredin breaks record
By SHANNA CRISPIN
The 2016-17 harvest has not only
been a record breaker across Western
Australia, but also in the Merredin
area.
Both of CBH Group’s Merredin and
Bodallin receival sites have broken
their best one-day receival records
with Merredin receiving 15 per cent
more in one day than the previous
record.
On November 24th Merredin
received 14,445 tonnes of grain,
which broke the previous record set a
year earlier of 12,558 tonnes of
grain.
The outstanding harvest has also
made it Merredin’s best-ever season.
Meanwhile, the Bodallin receival site
also broke its record at the end of
November for the most grain
received in one day. It received
4,634 tonnes of grain on November
26th, up from the last record of 4,511
in 2015.
In total, grain received in the
Merredin area has topped more than
1 million tonnes with small amounts
of grain still being delivered.
Across the state growers have
collectively helped break the total
harvest record for Western Australia
with around 16.5 million tonnes
delivered to CBH sites – up from the
previous state record of 15.86

million tonnes set in the 2013-14
harvest.
The strong harvest numbers have
come despite widespread frosts
across
Western
Australia
in
September. The frosts severely
impacted some growers, which
prompted CBH Group to launch a
Frost Appeal to help raise funds to
support impacted growers to buy
seed for the next season.

Another open bulk head on its way to
being filled in Merredin. Photo courtesy
of Spike Jones
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54 Barrack Street, Merredin

Summer Rain
By SPIKE JONES
It is hot and dry through out WA in
summer and Merredin is no exception.
However 40 mls of rain on Monday the
30th January quietened the heat down.
Some farmers dams were topped up,
hopefully not many missed out.
Water was seen flowing down from
Merredin Rock into the popular
Railway Dam. Dog owners love taking
their pets there for a swim. This dam
should be full within a few days and
summer isn’t over yet.
Let’s all enjoy this great spot. See you
there.

Jonah and Isaac Clarke enjoying the dam
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Merredin Gym now 24/7
By ROSEMARY GERRAND

(free for members) and a large sauna.

The Merredin Squash and Fitness Centre
recently completed renovations that have
allowed the Centre to operate 24/7. Members
can now access the gym at any time of the day
or night.

Fitness testing and programs are free to
members while personal training is
available to those looking to get more
out of their workouts, with specialized
instruction in exercise techniques, fatburning and muscle conditioning
training, as well nutrition and
supplementation expertise.

The Fitness Centre owners, Rosemary and
Peter Gerrand have operated the business with
their family for over 20 years and have
developed the business to the extent that it is
recognised as one of the best-equipped,
privately owned gyms in regional Western
Australia, especially in a small town with
Merredin's small population.

The Fitness Centre offers a wide range of
activities for the community including the
'Living Longer, Living Stronger' program for
over 50's, a state of the art cycle room, yoga,
boxing, four of the famous Les Mills programs
Body Pump, Body Balance, RPM and
Bodyvive classes, as well as a large range of
modern equipment in the gym and plans for
further developments in the near future. The
Centre also has squash courts, available to hire

When the Gerrand's first took over the
Centre the main business was squash.
There was also a 'mini golf' course in
the building where the gym now is.
Unfortunately the squash aspect has
declined over the years but the gym
continues to go from strength to
strength.
Memberships can be purchased during
staffed hours, and include both direct
debit and upfront options. Direct debit
memberships can be terminated at any
time provided that 30 days notice is
given before cancellation can be
completed.

Rosemary, Blake and Peter Gerrand 2017 & 20 years ago
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CLASSIFIEDS
Public Notices

Public Notices

Wanted

Merredin Women’s Hockey Club AGM, 15th
February, Merredin Rec Centre, 6.30pm. All members
and new members welcome.

Wanted to buy, Ribbon typewriter in working order.
Please ring Trevor on 9041 4313.

Australian conifers
By GRANT STRAINER
COMMUNITY FUNDING PROGRAM
2017/18 FINANCIAL YEAR
Council invites requests for financial support through the
Shire of Merredin’s Community Funding Program.
The application form is available on the Shire’s website.
Applications must be received by 4.00pm March 31,
2017.
For further information please contact Rebecca McCall,
Deputy Chief Executive Officer on 9041 1611 or email
dceo@merredin.wa.gov.au.
Greg Powell
Chief Executive Officer

Public Notice- changes to parking at Merredin Health
Service
The Merredin Health Service redevelopment is
underway. During the upgrade period, January 2017 until
the end of 2018, the Merredin Health Service will remain
fully operational.
The main entrance for visitors and patients will be
unaffected during construction but there will be limited
patient and visitor parking at the front of the hospital.
Alternative public parking is available on Kitchener
Road. Disabled parking remains unchanged at this time.
Please follow all site signage and avoid construction
areas when visiting the health service.
If you have any concerns or questions regarding parking
please contact the Merredin Health Service switchboard
on (08) 9081 3222.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation
during construction.
Brenda Bradley, Operations Manager Wheatbelt Eastern.

Conifers are usually thought of as a northern hemisphere
plant, but the southern hemisphere also has plenty,
including in Australia, with at least 57 different endemic
species.
Conifers are mostly evergreen trees and shrubs from the
gymnospermous (cone bearing plants) division
Coniferae, such as pines, spruces and firs among others.
The Australian National Botanic Gardens list the main
groups (genera) that are native to Australia as cypress
pines (Callitris species), plum pines (Podocarpus
species), kauri pines (Agathis species), Tasmanian
cedars (Athrotaxis species), Celery-topped Pine
(Phyllocladus species), the Huon Pine (Lagarostrobos
franklinii), and Bunya and Hoop Pines (Araucaria
species).

soil-borne “dieback” mould Phytophthora cinnamomi,
which causes rotting of the roots, and was introduced by
unauthorised visitors to the undisclosed site of the wild
populion.
The first conifers in the fossil record date to the late
Carboniferous period about 300 million years ago,
before the age of the dinosaurs (230 to 65 million years
ago). Important evolutionary features that the
gymnosperms (which include conifers) developed were a
reduced dependence on water, pollen (fertilisation can
occur without water), and transportable seeds.
Overall, conifers are diverse and inhabit environments
from arid regions through to rainforest and alpine
regions. They are an important part of our environment
and need to be valued.

Of particular interest in semi-arid and arid areas
including Merredin, are the cypress pines, of which 13
species are native to Australia. At a height of around 525m tall, the leaves are narrow and at times scale-like,
which is aimed at improved tolerance of cold and
reducing water loss. The cones (which contain the seeds)
often remain closed on the trees for many years, only
releasing the seeds after a bushfire, onto fertile burnt
ground.
Cypress pines also have a light, soft, aromatic wood that
is termite resistant (like many native Australian trees).
Another important Australian conifer is the critically
endangered Wollemi Pine (Wollemia nobilis), which
was known only from fossil records until living plants
were discovered in 1994, in a small remote area of
rainforest in the Wollemi National Park of NSW. The
oldest Wollemi tree fossil has been dated to 200 million
years ago. Wollemi trees can reach 25-40m tall, and
have an unusual branching habit in that nearly all the
side branches never have any further branching.
Unfortunately, the wild population is suffering from a
loss of all genetic variability. In addition, in 2005, the
wild population was found to be infected with the exotic

Cypress pine (Callitris species) in Tamma Parkland,
Merredin. Photo by Grant Stainer
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Trades
CABINET MAKING

CARPENTER

COMPUTER TECHNICIAN

COMPUTER TECHNICIAN

EARTH MOVING

ELECTRICIAN

GLASS SERVICES

PEST CONTROL

PLUMBER

PET LODGE

PLASTERING
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Movie Review

Manchester by the Sea
By MOLLY BROWN
American cinema is usually out to teach
us that traumas can be healed, or at the
very least we’ll come out the other side a
stronger person. And that’s what I
thought I would take from this film,
closure, a nice” life goes on” quote. But
Manchester by the Sea brings light to the
all too painful truth, that sometimes we
don’t find our way back from tragedy.
After the death of his older brother Joe
(Kyle Chandler), Lee Chandler (Casey
Affleck) is shocked to learn that Joe has
made him sole guardian of his nephew
Patrick (Lucas Hedges). Taking leave of
his job, Lee reluctantly returns to the
sleepy town of Manchester by the Sea to
care for Patrick, a spirited 16-year-old,
and is forced to deal with a past that
separated him from his wife Randi
(Michelle Williams) and the community
where he was born and raised.
Writer/Director
Kenneth
Lonergan
slowly unfolds Lee’s past with carefully
positioned flashbacks and short but

powerful scenes stitched together. You
find yourself being drawn into these
people’s lives. The movie is filled with
impressive acting from everyone
involved, but so much of that hinges on
Lonergan’s ability to make his
character's quietest and stillest moments
say so much. Affleck’s performance is
haunting, he conveys years of pain in
mere moments of silence, an irreparably
broken man surviving but not living.
When partnered with Hedges, a relatively
inexperienced actor who manages to
convey an orphaned teenager who is sad
but not defeated, sombre but funny, you
end up with something very beautiful and
human.
As well as tragedy and despair you will
find moments of humour and warmth in
this story. The delicate almost nonchalant
approach to such heavy subject matter is
what makes this film effective. In its raw
portrayal, we really do see Lonergan’s
respect for his characters, his audience,
and perhaps reality itself. Bring on the
Oscars!
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Lawn Bowls

Civic Bowling Club
By MARGARET JOHNSTON
Bowls is back in full swing after the
Christmas break, with the men
playing their Championship Singles
on the weekend of January 21st &
22nd. On the Saturday, the weather
was very hot, but by Sunday
conditions had improved, and there
were some very good bowls played
and some very close games. The
eventual winner was Brian Bush and
runner-up being Bill Madigan.
Brian has been runner up a few
times so it is pleasing to see he has
broken through the barrier. This
event has been sponsored by the
Arndt Family for many years, and
once again the club thanks them for
their continued support.
On Sunday last in rather contrasting
weather, the ladies played their
Championship Singles, this event
has been sponsored by Atkinson's
for many years and the club thanks
them for their continued support.
The winners after four games were
Kay Bush, Christine Stapely and
Judy Young, and the runners up
being Bev Drakeford, Jenny

Wolfenden and Suzy Fitzgerald.
The winning team will play off on
Saturday February 11th in the
Champ of Champs at Civic.
Ladies Pennants started up again on
Wednesday January 25th, Civic
Gold hosted Corrigin Gold and had
a 4—0 win, Civic Blue hosted
Westonia and lost .5 to 3.5. On
Friday January 13th the club held an
evening bowls night for the John
Lombardini Trophy, this proved
very successful and the winning
team was John Gearing, Alan
Walker, Wendy Postans and Lionel
Price.
On Sunday January 15th the men
bowlers played for the Merredin
Panel & Paint Trophy, the winning
team was Denis Hobson, Alan
Wolfenden and Roger Drakeford
with the runners up being Alan
Walker, Wayne Wallace and Syd
Crees.
Coming Events
Friday February 3rd, CRT/Flying Dr
Evening—visitors welcome, names
in by 6pm. Sausage sizzle available.

Come and have a social game and
help the Flying Doctors cause.
Sunday February 5th—club day for
men & women, names in by
3.30pm.
Wednesday February 8th—Ladies
Pennants. Civic Gold v Narembeen,
Civic Blue v Corrigin Blue.

Saturday February 11th—Men’s
pennants. Merredin Red v Civic
Blue, Merredin Blue v Civic Gold.
We wish good bowling to Kay
Bush, Bev Drakefrord, Debbie
Heinrich and Thelma Motzel who
will be competing in the League
Fours at Kellerberrin next weekend.

