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New building for St John Ambulance

Chloe Lane, Nicola Lane, Gemma Romeo, Mike Romeo, Brooke Morris and Levi Morris

By NICOLA LANE
Some time ago, the Merredin
St John Ambulance Sub Centre
Committee realised that the
time had come to upgrade the
sub centre building. Initially,
the Committee looked at
renovating
the
existing
building, but it soon became
clear that a new, purpose-built
building would be a better and
ultimately cheaper, option.
As with any large building
project, the Committee knew

that considerable funding was
required and so applied for a
grant from the Royalties for
Regions Wheatbelt Regional
Grants Scheme. The Committee
is very excited to have recently
been told that the application
was approved and St John
Ambulance Merredin has been
awarded $230,000 for the
building of the new sub centre.
The plans for the new building
include 3 larger ambulance bays
to improve training and safety
for volunteers when working
with and cleaning the vans.

There is also a multi-use training
room for volunteer skills training
and public First Aid courses, and
essential amenities including
male/female change rooms with
showers for ambulance crews,
equipment storage area and
kitchen area.
In
addition,
there
is
accommodation for 2 people to
enable people living out of town
to stay in town for night shift,
thus continuing to meet St John
maximum response times in the
event of an emergency. The
Community Paramedic and other

St John staff will also stay in
town when on shift. There are
also 2 offices, one for use by the
Community Paramedic and one
for volunteers and volunteer
trainers.
The improved building provided
by this project will ensure that
the ambulance and first aid
training services in Merredin
continue to operate at the highest
level to help deliver quality
health care and cater for growth
in Merredin and the communities
in the surrounding regions.
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Community
Calendar
Saturday 6th August
Tammin Markets, Puma Roadhouse, 9—1, call Glenice Batchelor 0428
371 221
Sunday 7th August
Nungarin Markets, 8—12, 9046 5174
Monday 8th August
Merredin College P&C Meeting—6pm at Merredin College Library
Wednesday 10th August
Shadowboxing, 11am Cummins Theatre.
Thursday 11th August
Men’s Health Night—Merredin Men’s Shed 5pm—8pm, call Jim 0418
943 503
Saturday 13th August
Tammin Markets, Puma Roadhouse, 9—1 call Glenice Batchelor 0428
371 221.
15th to 21st August
Oddysea,
Cummins
9041 3295.

Theatre,

contact

Emma

on

Thursday 25th August
Merredin Community Show Committee & Coordinators Election
Meeting, 110 Barrack Street, 6pm. All Welcome
Monday 29th August
WBN, Business After Hours, Merredin CRC 6.00pm—7.30pm
Regular Events
0—4 Amity Health Playgroup
Playgroup for 0—4 year olds. Contact Emma Fitzsimons on 9041 0962
or efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au
Bootscooting
Monday nights, 7.30pm until 9.30pm at the Masonic Lodge in
Coronation St. First night is free. Beginners to advanced. Call
Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see Sue at the Chemist or Lyn at the Post
Office.
Camera Club
Meeting 24th August at Merredin Playgroup, opposite the pool.
Photos
due
in
10
days
prior
(Sunday
evening).
dainasutherland@bigpond.com
August theme: Curves
Merredin Community Singers
All levels welcome. Monday nights 7.00pm at the Senior’s Centre.
Merredin Museum & Historical Society
Meets first Wednesday each month, 5.00pm at Railway Museum. All
Welcome.

Church
Services
All Saints Anglican Church
Corner of Haig Road & South Avenue, 9am Sunday
Worship (except 4th Sunday), 4th Sunday 11am
Eucharist, Rev Brett Guthrie
Su Riley paradmin@westnet.com.au

Church of Christ
Throssell Road, 10am Sunday Worship and Sunday
School Ph 0408 484 711

I took my Mother-in-law into Merredin
from the farm in her car so that we could
shop. We did our shopping at Gribbles
(now IGA) and I took the groceries back
to the car. At lunch time we returned to
the car for lunch as mother-in-law had
packed sandwiches and brought a thermos
flask of tea for the two of us.

Seventh Day Adventist Church
Kitchener Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship,
9.30am Saturday Bible Study
Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 3056

Mum looked and said, “Where did you put
the shopping?” It should have been on the
back seat.

People’s Baptist Church
Kellerberrin, 10am Sunday Worship
Ph 0435 284 796

I looked carefully and three cars up was
another car exactly the same as hers. Off I
went to rescue the groceries.

Revolution Youth
Church of Christ, Throssell Road
Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms)
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167

Cars were never locked at that time. I
don’t think any of us even knew how to
lock our cars.

Roman Catholic Church
South Avenue, 6.30pm Saturday, 11am Sunday,
Father Zygmunt Smigowski
Ph 9041 1118

Merredin Churches Fraternal
PO Box 463, Merredin,
Malcolm Clark 9041 5215
Merredin United in Prayer
Cornerstone Christian Bookshop
7pm last Thursday of the Month
Uniting Church
Fifth Street, 9am Sunday Service
Ph 0457 329 850

Merredin Senior Men’s Den
Get-together for Senior Men. Tuesdays, 9.00am—noon, Tennis Club
rooms, MRC&LC. Pool, darts, bowls, table tennis, etc and morning
tea. Contact Trevor on 9041 4313.
Playgroup
Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 during the school term at Throssel
Road, opposite the pool. Contact Daina on 0409 089 252.
Red Hat Lunch
Second Sunday of each month, 12 noon, Shed Restaurant unless
otherwise advised, contact Julie Townrow 0429 411 377 or email
julietownrow@westnet.com.au

Seniors Centre Craft Group
Wednesday mornings 9.30—11.30, bring your own crafts or just come
for a chat.
Seniors Centre Morning Tea
Every Thursday morning 10.00—11.30am at the Seniors Centre. Free.
All welcome.
Seniors Gentle Gym
Tuesdays 2.00—3.00 at the Seniors Centre. Afternoon tea to follow.
Free.
Story-time
Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the Merredin Library, for children up to 5
years old.
Tales of Times Past
All welcome to tell their stories or just listen. Mondays 10.00am—
11.30am, starting with morning tea. Senior’s Centre. $1.
Tai Chi
Thursdays 2.00—3.00pm, CRC, 110 Barrack Street. $5. Contact Kirsty
9041 1041.
Tribal Belly Dancing
Fun and fitness for all ages and levels of experience. Mondays 5.30—
7.00pm. First night is free. 110 Barrack Street. Contact Kirsty
9041 1041.

Tales of Times
Past

Fortnightly
Merredin Community Resource Centre
110 Barrack Street, Merredin
Ph: 9041 1041 Fax: 9041 1042
Deadlines
(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE)
Articles: 5pm Wednesday
Advertising: Booking 5pm Thursday
Copy finalised 11am Friday
Classifieds: 10am Monday
Contacts:
Content—Kirsty Rochford 9041 1041
administration@merredincrc.com
Advertising— Corey Tucker 9041 1041
marketing@merredincrc.com
Upcoming Editions
19th August
2nd, 16th & 30th September
14th & 28th October
Available as an online subscription,
www.merredincrc.com

Tour 2 Ready to go
In partnership with RAC, and with support
from the Department of Culture and the Arts,
Royalties For Regions and Country Arts WA,
WAM’s 2016 Wheatbelt Touring Circuit
kicked off in style. Venues were packed
despite the wet weather (some even filled to
capacity!), setting things up for a massive
second tour in the series, including expanding
to four huge shows.
Headlined by WA Country Music Awards
winner and multi-WAMi nominee Davey
Craddock & The Spectacles, they’ll be
performing on all dates with WAM SOTYnominated, respected country/rock/roots artist
Belle Harvey.
Across the venues, Wheatbelt acts supporting
the headliners will include The Primary
Collective featuring WAMbassador Jayden
Crook, The Wildlings, Gauge Harder, Hayden
McGlinn, WAMbassador Pete Byfield,
WAMbassador Hayden Sprigg and a guest
artist from the Narrogin Musicians
Association (TBA).
Tour 2 will roll into Dowerin on Wednesday
24 August as part of the Dowerin GWN7
Machinery Field Days Sundowner at the
Dowerin Community Club; on Friday 26 at
Bruce Rock District Club; Saturday 27 at the
Corrigin Hotel; and finishing Sunday 28
August at the Quindanning Inne.
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Northam Business Takes out top Wheatbelt Excellence Award
Northam-based
business
Corporeal Health was named
Business of the Year at the
Wheatbelt Business Excellence
Awards, held in Kellerberrin on
July 15.
Member for Central Wheatbelt
Mia Davies MLA attended the
awards ceremony and was joined
by Nationals candidates for the
upcoming State election Colin de
Grussa and Leigh Ballard.
“This business demonstrates a
strong commitment to providing
quality services here in the
Wheatbelt,” Ms Davies said.
“Maintaining and improving our
health services is an important
facet of improving the liveability
of our rural communities and
nothing pleases me more than to
see a local business doing just
that.”
Formed in 2014, Corporeal
Health
specialises
in
occupational
health
and

rehabilitation and aims to excel
in the delivery of innovative,
tailored health solutions to
regional and rural employers,
employees and communities.
Ms Davies congratulated all of
the
Wheatbelt
Business
Excellence Awards finalists and
the following category award
recipients:

Business 11+ employees
Wheatbelt Steel (Northam)
Network Choice
Stumpy’s Roadhouse (Brookton)
Excellence in Innovation
Kerrigan Valley Beef (Hyden)
Young Entrepreneur 2016

Carl Della – Corporeal Health
(Northam)
“I thank the Wheatbelt Business
Network for again providing an
avenue
to
showcase
the
wonderful businesses we have in
our
communities
and
congratulate them on a very
enjoyable evening,” Ms Davies
said.

Franchise Award
Newton’s Home
(Merredin)

Furnishings

Micro Business Award
Corporeal Health (Northam)
Home Based Business
Kerrigan Valley Beef (Hyden)
Business Local Achiever
Newton’s Home
(Merredin)

Furnishings

Business 5-10 employees
Kailam Transport (Corrigin)

Franchise Award and Business Local Achiever Award winners
Nicole and Tim Newton from Newton’s Home Furnishings
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My Thoughts
By MARTIN MORRIS
Over the weekend, there were a few
things that occurred that were well
worth
a
mention.
From
unimaginable human achievement
to world unrest and on to
unfortunate
journalistic
manipulation.
How is Luke Aikins, the skydiver in
America who jumped from a plane
without a parachute or a winged suit
over 7.5 kilometres high and landed
in a catch net only 30 metres by 30
metres.
He not only survived, but did it
easily. Sensational and incredibly
brave.
This guy was not stupid, he was
highly skilled and calculated. He
has done over 18,000 skydives and
is held as one of the best in the
world. He was able to achieve
something that not many people
could even imagine doing.
Similar but different to the solo
balloonist Fedor Konyukhov. They
both proved that you can extend the
limits if you have the skill, desire
and strength of character to do so.
Someone made a comment to me
after the Federal Election last
month. Politics in this country is not
run by the parties, it is controlled by
the mainstream media.
It is hard to argue against this, but it
is not simply limited to Politics and
it is not restricted to Australia.
The media choose what to write
about who and what. They choose
when and how to publish it and to
what extent to provide fact. How
often do you read a comment
attributed to someone where it is
taken out of context and misquoted?
Out of a sentence, a grab of a few
words is used as if it were the entire
conversation. If the comment was
taken in its entirety, it would have a
whole different meaning.
Headlines are attention grabbing
and not factual. Take the one “Lone
yachtsman saved from sinking
vessel off WA’s Hamlin Bay”.
This grabbed my interest as for
much of my life, sailing was a
major part of my life, as was
spending much of my time fishing
along the South West coast of WA.

I read the article with interest.
Hamlin Bay is a treacherous section
of coastline. The lone yachtsman
was caught out by the strong winds
and sought to shelter in the bay. He
anchored his yacht got into his
“tender” which is a small boat with
an outboard motor and went to one
of the islands a couple of hundred
metres away from the bay, just in
case the anchor was unable to hold
his yacht in place. This was less
than a kilometre off shore. He spent
the night on shore.
The headline gave a whole different
sensationalised version of events.
Content is often biased and full of
half-truths.
This is particularly the case when it
comes to political reporting. Who
and what will get the most
attention. Clinton or Trump,
Turnbull or Shorten, Turnbull or
Rudd.
It is really unfortunate that these
media outlets are not elected, and
not representing anyone but
themselves. They have the ability to
influence the world with their
biased reporting.
This can be simply for the sake of
being sensationalistic, or in many
instances, an attempt to wilfully
manipulate the audience.
The best way to take a lot of what
the mass media put out is to be with
a pinch of salt. See it as simply a
version of entertainment that is
usually fictitious with a touch of
fact.
Pretty similar
to so
called “Reality” shows.
The old journalistic code of
ethics. “Never let the truth get in
the way of a good story”.

Court Report
Clinton Chilcott was convicted of using an unlicensed vehicle on a road,
fined $100 and ordered to pay costs of $169.10, he was also convicted
of having no authority to drive—suspended (other than fines
suspension), fined $1,200, ordered to pay costs of $169.10 and had his
licence suspended for a further 9 months.

Do you have something to say?
Send a “Letter to the Editor” at
administration@merredincrc.com
Martin Morris
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Royalties for Regions boosts community projects in Wheatbelt
Projects
in
Merredin,
Goomalling,
Beverley,
Wundowie and Northam have
received significant funding
through
the
Wheatbelt
Development
Commission’s
Regional Grants Scheme, made
possible
by
the
State
Government’s
Royalties
for
Regions program.

 Shire of Merredin - $150,000 to

Member for Central Wheatbelt
Mia Davies MLA said she was
thrilled six community projects
would share in almost $1.4
million.

for the construction of a Youth
Drop-in Centre including crisis
accommodation as part of the
Goomalling Youth, Culture &
Unity Precinct.

“The scheme provides one-off
grants of up to $300,000 to
community, public and not-forprofit organisations to support
projects
driven
by
local
communities,” Ms Davies said.

 Shire of Beverley - $195,000

“These
projects
improve
infrastructure,
services
and
contribute towards the long-term
sustainability of the Wheatbelt,
making it a more vibrant place to
live.”
Successful
Regional Grants
Scheme applicants in the Central
Wheatbelt electorate include:

assist upgrading the CBD area
including parking, footpaths,
universal access and renewed
landscaping.

 St John Ambulance Merredin -

$230,000 to assist the Sub
Centre rebuild.

 Shire of Goomalling - $269,400

an Aboriginal Environment and
Interpretive Centre.

Central Wheatbelt and support its
residents,” he said.

Member for the Agricultural
Region Martin Aldridge MLC
said the projects would attract
investment,
increase
job
opportunities and improve the
quality of life in the regions.

In 2016-17 $10million of
Royalties for Regions will be
invested into the Regional Grants
Scheme.

“Royalties for Regions continues
to invest in a diverse range of
projects that will enhance the

The
State
Government’s
Royalties for Regions program
has allocated $6.9 billion into
more than 3,700 projects across
regional WA since 2009.

towards Beverley Cornerstone,
a multipurpose facility to
provide year-round engagement
of
local
and
regional
communities in education,
training, employment, business
incubation,
tourism
and
community activities.

 Fluffy Ducklings Day Care Inc

(Wundowie) - $236,075 to
assist with Stage 1 of the
extension and refurbishment of
the Day Care Centre.

 Shire of Northam - $300,000 to

assist with the construction of

The Shire of Merredin will be upgrading the CBD area
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Red Hat Ladies and Christmas in July
Bolitho, Stacey Hanson and
Julie Townrow who donated
items for a Silent Auction and
swap meet.

Red Had Ladies, Audelle Donovan, Jean Crook and Lorna Bennett

By JULIE TOWNROW
Sunday the 24th of July The
Northside
Tavern
Shed
Restaurant catered for 29 Red
Hat Ladies and their guests to
Celebrate Christmas In July.
The event was used to fundraise
for the RFDS. Entry was a gold
coin donation and instead of
sharing the usual secret Santa
Gifts, donations were given to
the RFDS as well.

Furnishing, Merredin Nextra
News, The Shed Restaurant and
Red Hatters, Grace Alvaro, Ann

We were proud to be able to
send a Donation of $1207.40 to
the Royal Flying Doctors. While
it is not usual for us to fund raise
because Red Hatting is generally
a social Group for women, the
group all got behind the
fundraising idea, as we all know
of someone or have had a family
member transported by the
Royal Flying Doctor Service.
Thank you to the Ladies who
gave so generously, their time
making the day a great day out.

Thanks to the generous support
of local retailers Merredin
Flowers and Gifts, Edgecombes
Jewellers,
Newtons
Home
Red Hat Ladies enjoy Christmas in July

Men’s Health Night
By JIM FLOCKART

The Merredin Community Men’s
Shed is holding a health night for
all men in Merredin and
surrounds.
The evening is FREE and is
hosted by the shed’s members,
consultants
from
Wheatbelt
Health and local doctors. It will
be held on Thursday 11th August
from 5pm to 8pm at the Merredin
Men’s Shed on Bates Street.
Any man aged between 18 and
100 is invited. There will be tea
and coffee and professionally
made Pizzas to eat. Speakers
from Wheatbelt Health will
address the gathering on health
issues and answer any questions
the guests may have in relation to
Men’s Health. Local doctors will
conduct blood pressure tests on a
voluntary basis if you would like
this done.
We are holding this evening
because many men do not know

There were prizes for the best
dressed Christmas theme, Best
Christmas Hat, Lucky Door
prize and a lucky seat prize.
Guests were invited into groups
for a Christmas Quiz, and
individuals volunteered to take
part in guessing the Celebrity
Head. The day was a great
success and very enjoyable. So
much so that our Group
“Merredin Gum Nut Gals”,
would like to do it all again next
year.

the small indicators that show
you may be in line for a major
heart attack or stroke. These are
the major killers of men in
Australia. It is not always the old
chaps, but many younger men if
diagnosed early may avert a
disastrous result.
Do you know the symptoms that
indicate you may be in line for
prostate trouble? Prostate cancer
is the most common cancer in
men and if treated early, cures
can be effective.
There will possibly be a short talk
from two of our local shed
members who have experienced
heart surgery and prostate surgery
and they will explain that there is
nothing to fear if you heed the
signs and get early treatment.
It would be appreciated if you
would indicate your attendance
for catering purposes by ringing
Jim on 9041 4606, Teresa on
0429 168 380 or Bev on
0418 943 503.

Best dressed winner Marilyn Sayers

Best Dressed was awarded to
Marilyn Sayers, best hat, Jenny
Lynch, both the lucky door
prize and the lucky seat were
won by Jean Crook.
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Movie Review

The Legend of Tarzan
By SCARLETT O’HARA
I’m sorry folks, I know a lot of
people had issues with this film but
I just can’t find fault with it...
Alexander Skarsgard, in all his 6
pack glory… running around
saving everyone. What more could
you want??
It has been years since the man
once known as Tarzan (Alexander
Skarsgard) left the jungle of Africa
behind for a gentrified life as John
Clayton III, Lord Greystoke, with
his wife Jane (Margot Robbie) by
his side. Now, he has been invited
back to the Congo to serve as a
trade emissary of Parliament,
unaware that he is a pawn in a
deadly convergence of greed and
revenge, masterminded by the
Belgian, Captain Leon Rom
(Christoph Waltz).
With recycled stories like this,
audience’s expectations of the
actors chosen to play the characters
they grew up with and loved are
always going to be high. The
Legend of Tarzan's cast does not
disappoint. Alexander Skarsgard,
known for his “the Viking vamp
you love to hate” role in True
Blood, delivers the quiet, brooding

jungle man with ease. Not so quiet
is his sidekick George Washington
Williams (Samuel L. Jackson)
based on a real life character and
there to battle slavery in the
Belgian Congo and provide some
well-timed comic relief. Robbie
playing Jane, of course, must break
out her damsel in distress shoes
and have Tarzan come running.
However, that doesn’t mean she
doesn't hold her own. Just as much
a part of the Jungle as her husband,
Jane’s
character
has
been
revamped letting her intelligence,
strong-willed nature, and love for
Africa and its natives shine through
making her far more likable, a wise
choice in character development, as
it's hard not to glow green with
envy as Margot Robbie runs
around on screen dirty and
dishevelled yet still looking as
lovely as ever. And of course,
Christoph Waltz is popped in for
his usual bad guy, nasty blah blah
blah.
The original story of Tarzan is
reserved for flashbacks, but
director David Yates is both spare
and effective in how he tells it.
Being filmed in England we were
all a tad concerned with how well

Yates could portray the vast beauty
of Africa, but that he did, the
scenery is exceptional.
Yates shoots the battles they fight,
amidst huts in a spare village,
inside deep forests, swinging in the
air, landing on a train, under
waterfalls, or atop a boat, with
urgency. You never lose sight of
what is at stake here, and there is
no time for cheap thrills. Even
Tarzan's first encounter with his
gorilla family is not a picnic, and

his fight with his ape brother has
all the bone-crunching elements of
The Revenant, without the
lingering aftermath.
To be honest readers, I'm not sure
why The Legend of Tarzan got
such a bad rap. At the end of the
day, it is a good story with likeable
characters, kick-ass fight scenes,
and an impressive soundtrack.
Go see it, rent it, buy it!! You
won’t be disappointed.
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One Man and his Balloon
By MARTIN MORRIS
Like many others, I keenly
followed Fedor Konyukhov’s
epic solo flight around the world
in his balloon.
What a fantastic effort by a man
who is possibly one of the last
real adventurers. He has scaled
the highest mountains, rowed
across the widest oceans, sailed
around the world, walked to the
South and North Poles, sailed
around Antarctica plus many
others. Check out his biography
at
www.konyukhov.ru/en/
biography.html
Now he has
another feather in his cap.

The extremities of weather he had
to get through were unbelievable.
Not only did he fly at up to 300
kilometres an hour in a balloon,
he did so in temperatures
plummeting to well below 45
degrees celsius. Unimaginable.
My interest was obviously
heightened by the fact that he
took off from Northam and
proposed to land back in Western
Australia.
I have been ballooning a couple

of times, and the skills and
abilities of these pilots are
exceptional. They can influence
the direction the balloon travels
by utilising different heights. One
of our pilots actually landed on
his ground crew’s trailer!
The skill of Fedor and his team to
be
able
to
not
only
circumnavigate the globe in a
balloon in such a short time is
amazing. What makes it even
better is that on his return to
Western Australia, he flew over
his starting point in Northam
some 34,000 kilometres later! It
then took him another couple of
hundred kilometres to wait for the
wind to ease and for him to slow
enough to land, which he did at
Bonnie Rock.
Not the smoothest of landings
when you see the vision.
A great number of people were at
Bonnie Rock when he landed
both locals and visitors alike and
with the sanction of the
organisers, took some souvenirs.
Unfortunately, some of the parts
taken by well-meaning people
were
invaluable
to
the
authenticity of the flight and

Children from Bonnie Rock that were lucky to witness the hot air balloon landing

needed to be returned.
In a true show that human nature
is alive and well, all those parts
have been returned so that they
can be included in the display
that will so deservedly be erected
in a Russian Museum.

boundaries to excel in business or
careers while others devote
themselves to their communities
to make them better and others
push the advancement
in
cropping. Without any of these
unique attitudes, the world would
not exist as we know it.

Some people have questioned his
motives. Why does he do these
things?

Just because people do not
necessarily think like we do, does
not make us right or them wrong.

People like Fedor Konyukhov put
themselves out there and extend
their personal limits to prove that
what can’t be done, can be done.

People are different, and thank
goodness for that.

Everyone’s goals are different.
Some people devote themselves
to sport, some push the

Congratulations to all involved,
and I know personally, I will be
watching for Fedor’s next
adventure.
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Painting the Town Yellow
By NAEDINE COCKRAM
Cancer affects so many of us in
different ways. We have either
had it and survived, lost someone
to it, fighting it right now or
helping someone battle it. We
try our best to get through it
either way. If we can make just
the smallest difference to help
those affected by cancer and
make their lives just a little
easier, then we should all come
together and make it happen.
Cancer Council’s Daffodil Day

raises funds for cancer research,
prevention and support services.

and all proceeds go to the Cancer
Council.

The bright and vibrant yellow
daffodil represents hope and an
ongoing fight against cancer.

So far there have been kids
painting workshops during the
school holidays at the Merredin
CRC. There will also be glueing
and painting workshops held at
the Merredin Rec Centre on
Tuesday the 9th and 16th of
August from 9-11am for the
adults. It would be great to see
many of you there. Hopefully we
can paint the town yellow as a
sign of respect for those battling
cancer.

You too, can help in the fight
against cancer by donating your
time to help create daffodils out
of recycled and other materials.
They will be displayed at the
town centre entrances around
Daffodil Day, Friday the 26th of
August. After that, the daffodils
will be sold to the community

I have had family members taken
from this world by cancer. Even
though they’re gone, I want to
help those who are still alive and
who need our support. One day
there will be a cure, and that day
we shall paint the country
yellow!

Naedine Cockram and her daffodils

If you would like to know more
about the Cancer Council go to
their
websites
–
www.cancer.org.au
or
www.daffodilday.com.au

Logan checking the daffodils

Georgia, Cassandra & Chelsea enjoy CRC
fairy bread at the workshop
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EWENCON16
On Monday 18 July 2016, 174 staff
from Merredin College, Southern
Cross District High School, Bruce
Rock DHS, Kellerberrin DHS,
Mukinbudin DHS, Nungarin Primary
School and Moorine PS gathered at
Merredin College for the 2016
Eastern
Wheatbelt
Education
Network (EWEN) Conference This
event was organised by the EWEN
Team Leaders who are three teachers
from network schools. The K-2
Team was led by Mardi McNamara,
the Year 3-6 Team was led by
Amanda Lockyer and the Year 7-10
was led by Emma Crofts. The idea of
having teachers organise the
conference was to ensure that the
needs of teachers were addressed and
who better to decide on that, than
teachers themselves!

The day started with a ‘Welcome to
Country’ by Mick Hayden and the
conference was opened by Alan
Smith (Acting Regional Executive
Director – Wheatbelt). The key note
address was delivered by Dave
Faulkner
(CEO
Education
Changemakers) who shared inspiring
tales of educational change. He
highlighted stories of school
improvements from his experience as
well as from across the globe.
All staff (teaching and support) were
then able to select from a range of
information sessions appropriate to
their professional needs. Sessions
included: Design thinking for
educators;
Navigating
teenage

Winner of $500 voucher, Halle Douglas and $200 voucher winners Savannah Spencer
and Erich Curran

Merredin College Contributions and Charges
Incentive – Winners Announced
depression; Leveraging IT for
innovative
classroom
teaching;
Performance
management;
Intervention for low performing
students in lower secondary and
upper primary, Phonemic awareness
to support the development of
literacy in the early years; Literature:
Picture Books and the Australian
Curriculum; Library and Information
Focused training; Manual Handling
and Work Safety; and Finance for
Schools
training.
There
was
something everyone.
The day finished with a Sundowner
at Merredin Regional Community
and Leisure Centre and was
sponsored by the Bendigo Bank.
This was a further opportunity for
staff from the seven schools to
continue networking. EWENCON16
was a great success and staff look
forward to a similar opportunity in
two years’ time.

Congratulations to the families of
Erich Curran and Savannah Spencer
who each won a $200 voucher to a
business of their choice.
All Merredin College students whose
parents had paid their Contributions
and Charges by the end of Semester
1 were eligible to be included in the
Kindergarten-Year 2 and the Year 36 draws.
These draws were held on Monday at
the regular Primary Monday
Meeting. At the secondary assembly

on Thursday 28 July, Halle Douglas
was drawn out as the lucky winner
of the Year 7-10 $500 voucher as a
result of her parents
paying
Contributions and Charges by the
end of Semester 1.

This is part of an incentive to
encourage our families to pay their
Contributions
and
Charges.
Obviously the more funds which the
College has available to it, the more
resources we can provide for our
students.

Senior High Schools Country Week 2016

Improvements to the Merredin College grounds over the
Holidays
are in full swing.
Have you noticed our new
electronic sign? It is operational
and will be used to advertise
upcoming events like P&C
meetings and parent/ teacher
interviews. It is located outside the
main office on the lawn just to the
north of the main entrance.
In addition, a new set of handrails
have been installed on either side of
the new steps leading down to the
courts from the library. Primary
parents may have also noticed that
the roofs for the playground
equipment have commenced.

On Sunday 26 June, forty two Merredin
College students, five teacher coaches
and the school chaplain set off to the
Woodman Point to compete at the 2016
Country Week competition. Before
participating the students had to earn the
right to be part of the 2016 Country
Week Team by meeting attendance and
behavioural criteria. Prior to leaving,
each team, as well as their captain and
coach were announced at the secondary
assembly, amid a fever of excited
expectancy supported by some confetti
cannons!

In secondary, the bricks on the
VET Office wall in the West quad
have also been replaced and that
area is being tidied up.

We are very grateful to Miss Kelly
Robins who organised the week; a
mammoth task. The students would also
like to thank Mr Baltovich, Miss Robins,

2016 is a first for Merredin College as
we had our first Country Week win.
Congratulations to the Girls Basketball
Team coached by Miss Robins who won
their division and also to the Girls
Volleyball who just missed out, coming
second. In other results, the Boys
Volleyball came fourth, the Boys
Basketball came sixth and the Girls
Netball came fifth.

Collgar Wind Farm - VET Scholarships awarded at assembly

Each scholarship is worth $1000 ($500
for each year of the two year programs).
The $500 for the second year is
dependent upon the student achieving
satisfactory results in all of his/her
school programs/courses in the first
year.
Last Year’s winners, Kate Dixon and
Jamison Watts successfully completed
Year 11 and have been award the
second part of their Collgar Wind Farm
Scholarship.
At the assembly on Thursday 28 July
Mrs Stanes announced the scholarship
winners for 2016 and

Mr Barry Sayers, Manager of the
Merredin site of Collgar Wind Farm
presented each of them with their
scholarship.
The very worthy winner of the Collgar
Wind Farm Vocational Education and
Training ‘Trades’ scholarship is
Christian Subiza and Annalise
Kearing is the Collgar Wind Farm VET
scholarship winner.
We are indeed fortunate to have Collgar
Wind Farm as a benefactor and
Merredin College would like to
acknowledge the continuing support
from the Collgar Community Fund.

There have been a number of
improvements made over the
school holidays. Some of our hard
working early childhood staff and
their partners have created a
beautiful early childhood outdoor
area which students can have a
great deal of fun with. Among
other things there is a camp fire
(unlit of course), boat and dinosaur
garden, and plans for a fairy garden

Mr Barry Sayers, Annalise Kearing,
Christian Subiza and Mrs Beverley Stanes

In 2014 the Collgar Community Fund
set up by Collgar Wind Farm agreed to
support two Merredin College VET
scholarships each year.
One scholarship is for a student enrolled
in the ‘trades’ at the Rutherford Trade
Training Centre and the other is for a
student enrolled in any VET program
offered at Merredin College. The
scholarships are for students who, in
Semester 1, demonstrated not only the
ability to do well but also a passion for,
and dedication to, their chosen VET
program.

Miss Rogerson, Miss Beale and Mr
Pirovich for the extensive coaching they
did in the lead-up to Country Week.
Thanks also to Mr Guthrie who drove
the bus. Country Week is one of the
highlights in the upper school calendar
and we know that students look forward
to this week in Perth every year.
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Bush Play
The Pre Primary children had
bush play on Friday 22nd of July.
It was the first time the children
experienced bush play and they
were very excited. We talked
about the boundaries and
explained the rules to the children
and then it was time to play.
The children were split into 3
groups and started making their
creations. It was great to see
changing types of play, group
dynamics and relationships that
formed as well as the physical
and observation skill of the
children.

There was much excitement as
they collected fallen branches,
sticks and leaves to make tents,
cubby houses and fire and they
loved sharing their creations with
each other. Bush play will be
something to look forward to in
the coming term.

Vertical Gardens
The Year 6 class, in Geography,
designed
and
constructed
vertical gardens to help develop
their understanding of how
people in third world countries
grow their food.

Protective Behaviour
This term for Health we will be
looking at Protective Behaviours
across the school.
Protective Behaviours is a safety
awareness and resilience building
programme which helps children
and adults to recognise any
situation where they feel worried
or unsafe, such as feeling
stressed, bullied or threatened
and explores practical ways to
keep safe.

New teacher Seona Main

New Staff at St Mary’s
Miss Seona Main
When did you graduate?
I
graduated
from
Curtin
University in 2012.
Why Merredin?
I enjoyed working in another
small country town and thought it
would be nice to see more of
wonderful WA. A new town, a
new opportunity, and a new
experience.
Favourite colour
Blue
Favourite food
Pizza
Best thing about Merredin?
The lovely community spirit!
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Chris’s Corner
By
CHRIS
MERWE

VAN

DER

Why won’t my chainsaw chain
turn?
I recently had a customer travel
quite a distance to bring in their
chainsaw. The problem they had
was the chain would not go
around the bar when revving the
engine. In this case the chain
brake had been activated. This is
the handguard/chain brake lever
that sits just in front of the top
handle on your chainsaw. The

brake had been accidentally
knocked on when in storage and
prevented the chain from turning.
To reset this brake you simply
pull the handguard back towards
you when holding the saw. This
will release the metal brake band
in the saw and allow the chain to
turn freely.

If you have a question you would
like answered about your
lawnmower,
chainsaw,
line
trimmer or other piece of
equipment just email it to
chris@merredinmowers.com.au.

Seniors say the North Eastern
Wheatbelt is a great
place to live
One of the most significant
changes facing many Wheatbelt
communities is the ageing of
the population and the North
Eastern Wheatbelt Regional
Organisation
of
Councils
(NEWROC) is looking at local
strategies to support their
ageing residents.
The NEWROC includes the
shires of Koorda, Mount
Marshall,
Mukinbudin,
Nungarin,
Trayning
and
Wyalkatchem.
According to the Australian
Bureau of Statistics by 2047 the
number of people in the nation
65 years and over will rise from
13.4% to 25.3%.
“The Wheatbelt has seen a
gradual growth in older age
groups so in preparation for
these changing demographics
and to meet the current needs of
seniors in our communities, the
NEWROC
embarked
on
developing an Age Friendly
Communities Plan for all six
member Shires.” said Bill
Fensome, NEWROC CEO.
The NEWROC received a
Department for Communities
and Local Government grant
and engaged Pam Stockley to
develop the plan.
“Pam engaged with over 85
seniors in the NEWROC and
attended senior events and
activities within the sub-region
to identify positives, barriers
and suggestions for making
communities
more
agefriendly” said Bill.
The NEWROC Age Friendly
Communities
Plan
was
developed using the World
Health Organisation’s best

practice approach to age friendly
community engagement.
“Seniors told us they felt safe and
secure in the district, that their
communities were friendly and
welcoming,
local
service
providers such as the police,
nurses, doctors and businesses
offer great service and there are
plenty of seniors activities”
Consultation also identified that
seniors felt the six local
governments were supportive and
pro-active in providing housing
for seniors. The member Shires
have
recently
completed
universally
designed
accommodation as part of a
Royalties for Region’s project.
The NEWROC Age Friendly
Communities Plan also identified
the barriers for seniors and these
included the lack of public and
community transport (although a
Wheatbelt
Development
Commission
and
Public
Transport Authority initiative is
currently
addressing
this),
inadequate community support
for aged care services, limited
residential care options in
particular dementia support and
the ongoing need for further age
friendly housing.
“Each of the shires will now take
the recommendations from the
NEWROC
Age
Friendly
Communities Plan and see what
service
and
infrastructure
improvements they can do
locally” said Bill
“And the NEWROC group will
integrate the Plan into our
NEWROC Strategic Plan which
will address the strategic projects
benefiting all seniors in the six
shires”
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CRC COMMUNITY NEWS

The CRC is a community owned and managed organisation that supports volunteers, provides events, services, information (government and non-government) and
facilities for the community which include the Seniors Luncheon, Australia Day Breakfast, Merredin Markets and Pet Cemetery to name a few.

Merredin CRC hosting
Wheatbelt Business
Network – Business
After Hours
Monday 29th August from
5.30pm – 7.30pm
All
Merredin
Businesses
welcome.
Come and network, learn what
your local CRC has to offer you,
find out how The Phoenix is
progressing and hear about
UMAD
(Uniting
Merredin
Against Drugs) and the effects on
your business.
Drinks and Food provided.

Merredin CRC
Expanding
Merredin CRC now have use of
the Women’s Rest Centre as
well as current location on the
corner of Queen and Barrack
Streets. The Committee and
Staff are extremely pleased that
the Shire of Merredin supported
their proposal to regain the use

July Merredin Markets
The weather was absolutely
perfect for the 24th July Merredin
Markets on the lawn in front of
the Visitor Centre, with around 16
stalls taking part and lots of
people coming to have a look.
It was great to see the Lemonade
Stall that had Elyse, Emerald and
Jarrad
selling
homemade
Lemonade.
Their stall was
amazing and gave the markets the
real “community” spirit which
was enjoyed by everyone.
The markets were visited by the
Red Hatters on the way to their
Christmas in July lunch.

of the Women’s Rest Centre at
their June 2016 meeting.
The CRC has found over the past
12 months that they often booked
out and cannot accommodate
bookings or activities which is
limiting what is being offered to
the community. Having both
buildings will allow the CRC to
look at more workshops and
activities and will be seeking the

Karen Hayes, Jill Hatch, Gwen Hobson
and Jenny Lynch

Elyse, Jarrad and Emerald with their
lemonade stall

community’s input into what they
would like to be involved in or
have hosted over the next 12
months.
We have some people show an
interest in a welding course,
Bingo, fermenting workshop,
how to write an essay, card
games including Bridge, forklift
course, Photoshop, Facebook,
websites,
Resume
writing,

cooking workshops, women’s
health, Quick books/MYOB and
excel. If anyone is interested in
any of these, please contact the
CRC so that when we get enough
numbers to host the workshop or
event we can organise a date and
time that suits. Phone 90411041
or email merredin@crc.net.au
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Skeleton Weed Program
By
KELLY
DAFWA

MANNING

The Skeleton Weed Program is
a coordinated approach to
eradicating skeleton weed and
is delivered by The Department
of Agriculture and Food
(DAFWA) under a service
delivery arrangement with the
Grains, Seed and Hay Industry
Management Committee.
The Program has started their
“winter spray program” to
eradicate skeleton weed from
infested properties. Properties
in Mukinbudin and Mt Marshall
have already been completed
and operations will now be
moving
into
Westonia,
Merredin and Nungarin.
For those landholders in Bruce
Rock,
Corrigin
and
Kellerberrin, Mandy Lee, the
Local Action Group (LAG)
Coordinator of those shires,
will be undertaking the
spraying.
To date 52.69ha has been
completed on 31 properties, out

of the total infested area of
205.42ha on 202 properties
within the Merredin Zone from
the 2015/16 season.
The product the Program is using
is Fallowboss at an application
rate of 7L/ha. The high rate is
required, as the chemical needs to
be able to penetrate the soil
profile and get to the roots to
have
the
greatest
effect.
Landholders need to make sure
that squares are left clean and
free of plant material.
Skeleton weed is a perennial
weed and if not found early will
develop a deep taproot making it
difficult to treat. In most cases
when Skeleton weed is reported
there are many plants and quite
often it will be one plant that has
been able to spread from the
lateral roots. This is why
DAFWA recommend a 20m
buffer from any plant/s found.

Skeleton weed is classified as a
C2 (eradication) in all of the state
apart from the Narembeen and
Yilgarn shires, where it is the C3
(management) category.

Skeleton Weed Rosette

What this means is all
landholders within the state must
prevent seed set of flowering
plants during summer and all
landholders except for those with
properties in Narembeen and
Yilgarn must complete an
eradication treatment during the
winter months. The winter spray
program
is
optional
for
Narembeen
and
Yilgarn
landholders and they pay to have
the treatment applied. In these
shires they have an operational
LAG which completes a winter
spray program; many landholders
use their services, as they believe
it to be effective. Also, only
paddocks that have been “Winter
Sprayed” in these shires are
eligible for the Skeleton weed

search assistance in summer.
If you have any questions on the
Skeleton weed Winter Spraying
Program in the Eastern Wheatbelt
– please contact Kelly Manning
at the DAFWA Merredin Office.
Email:
kelly.manning@agric.wa.gov.au
or mobile 0427 776 341.

Skeleton Weed spray unit
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It’s All About You

Drinking alcohol increases your risk of cancer
By Cancer Council WA
Drinking alcohol is a cause of cancer. There
is strong evidence that alcohol use increases
the risk of cancers of the mouth, pharynx,
larynx, oesophagus, stomach, bowel, liver and
breast cancers. It is estimated that anywhere
between 2000 and 6500 new cases of cancer
(or 1.9—5.8% of all cancers) are due to
alcohol use each year in Australia.
When it comes to cancer risk, there is no safe
level of alcohol consumption. Even small
amounts of alcohol increase your risk of
cancer. The more you drink and the more
often you drink, the greater your risk.
The world-leading cancer agency - the
International Agency for Research on Cancer
(IARC) - has classified alcoholic drinks and
the chemical present in these drinks (ethanol)
as a Group 1 carcinogen, the same
classification as tobacco.
Other negative effects of alcohol
Drinking alcohol has a number of negative

effects other than increasing cancer risk. Other
health effects from risky alcohol drinking
include damage to the liver, heart and brain,
high blood pressure and stroke, and risks to
unborn babies. Drinking alcohol at a young
age can affect brain development and lead to
alcohol-related problems in later life.
Alcohol use may contribute to weight (fat)
gain, and greater body fatness is a convincing
cause of cancers of the oesophagus, pancreas,
gallbladder, stomach, bowel, endometrium,
ovary, kidney, liver, breast (in postmenopausal women) and prostate (advanced).
Smoking and alcohol
It has been known for a long time that
smoking is harmful to health. The combined
effects of smoking and alcohol greatly
increase the risk of cancer (more so than from
either of these factors alone). This is because
alcohol makes it easier for the mouth and
throat to absorb the cancer-causing chemicals
in tobacco. Up to 75 per cent of cancers of the
upper airway and digestive tract can be related

to alcohol plus smoking.
So what should I do?
To reduce your cancer risk, Cancer Council
WA recommends you limit how much alcohol
you drink or better still, avoid drinking alcohol
altogether.
If you choose to drink, it is
recommended you drink within National
Health and Medical Research Council
(NHMRC) guidelines, which advise no more
than 2 standard drinks a day (for men and
women); avoid binge drinking (drinking more
than 4 standard drinks on a single occasion)
and aim to have at least two alcohol-free days
every week.
What is a standard drink?
One standard drink is equivalent to:
100ml wine
285ml (1 middy) of full strength beer
425ml (1 schooner) of low alcohol beer
30 mil (1 nip) spirits

Merredin venue shows support for breastfeeding mums
By AMBER DUREY

would know breastfeeding was accepted.

Merredin cafe, Dimensions Café and Wellness
Centre, is the newest Wheatbelt venue to show
support for breastfeeding mothers. It joins 26
other Wheatbelt venues who have registered
with the Australian Breastfeeding Association
as a breastfeeding friendly venue.

Health Promotion Officer, Amber Durey said
that while there are many reasons women chose
not to breastfeed, not feeling confident
breastfeeding in public is one of the top 6
reasons women choose not to breastfeed.

As a mother who breastfed four children,
owner of Dimensions Café and Wellness
Centre, Dianne Dixon said she understood the
importance of having a safe and comfortable
environment when breastfeeding.
“While breastfeeding all my children until they
were toddlers, I soon found out just how
uncomfortable and awkward it can be when
out in public,” she said.
Results from a local breastfeeding survey
showed that a number of Wheatbelt mothers
struggled with breastfeeding in public and
many were looking for places where they

“With Wheatbelt mothers looking for supportive
places to breastfeed, it’s important that local
venues are registered and known as
breastfeeding friendly. We need to make sure
mothers feel confident and supported in their
choice to breastfeed,” said Amber.
It was from her personal experiences with
breastfeeding that Di decided to register
Dimension Café and Wellness Centre as a
breastfeeding friendly venue, the only dining
venue within a 150 kilometre radius of
Merredin.

“As a mother, I also understand that we can’t
control our children’s hunger and therefore, I

understand the necessity of breastfeeding in
public places,” Di said.
“We really want to promote breastfeeding and
the convenience of breastfeeding.
Local organisations can register as a
‘Breastfeeding Welcome Here’ venue online by
visiting www.breastfeeding.asn.au
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Food for thought

IGA Manager Chris Bettles with Pastor Malcom Clarke, Senior Minister at the Church of
Christ

By JODIE BROOKER
Merredin Supa IGA are holding a Food Drive in the months of July &
August They have partnered with the Merredin Church Fraternal where
Merredin Supa IGA and the local community can donate nonperishables to our food drive within our store to help the local
community families in need.
Merredin Church Fraternal Emergency Food (Merredin Emergency
Food) was started on the 1st March 2016. It is an initiative of the
combined churches of Merredin, (Anglican, Catholic, Church of Christ,
Uniting and Seventh-day Adventists). It is fully funded by donations
and all contributions go to helping the needy, in an emergency
situation, in Merredin and surrounding area.
From March 1st to June 30th, Merredin
Emergency Food has given out 105 food
parcels. If a person is in an emergency
situation, they can receive a food parcel on
Tuesday between 10am and 2pm at the
Cornerstone Christian Bookshop, 46 Barrack
Street, (next to the bakery).
Presently, during the IGA Food Drive,
contributions can be donated at Merredin Supa
IGA on the shelving at the front of the store
near the registers. Alternatively, contributions
can be dropped off at the Cornerstone
Christian Bookshop Monday to Friday, 10am
to 2pm.
Each time the shelves are full, the goods will
be boxed and delivered to be distributed into
our community. Whether we donate 6 items or
600, all donations will make a difference to
someone’s life in our community."
Merredin Emergency Food would like to
thank IGA and the Merredin community for
generously donating food to this worthy
cause. They couldn’t have helped over one
hundred people if it wasn’t for the kind
donations.

Junk Room Gypsies
Gypsy Caravan Tribal Bellydance Classes
Have fun, keep fit, love your body
Every Monday 5.30—7.00pm 110 Barrack Street, Merredin
$10 per class Call 0400 206 616
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Dating Techniques
By GRANT STAINER
We all know that Western
Australia hosts some of the oldest
geological features in the world,
such as those of the Archean aged
Yilgarn Craton granites.
However,
have
you
ever
wondered how scientists have
worked out how old these rocks
are? Among other methods, one
key method is the use of
radiometric dating techniques.
Radiometric dating uses naturally
occurring radioactive isotopes
and their daughter products to
determine the age of the rocks
they are in, giving the age of
when those rocks formed.
Within the radiometric dating
field, there are a variety of
techniques available, and the
choice of technique depends on
the type of rock and the rock
material available.
Typical radiometric techniques
include
the
uranium-lead,
samarium-neodymium, potassium
-argon, rubidium-strontium, and
uranium-thorium dating methods,
as well as the radiocarbon, fission
track,
chlorine-36,
and
luminescence dating methods.

A nuclide is a particular isotope
of a particular element, and some
nuclides are inherently unstable.
Over time, these spontaneously
decay into another nuclide via
alpha (α), beta (β), or gamma (γ)
decay, forming daughter nuclide
(s) and an alpha, beta or gamma
emission. This decay occurs
exponentially according to the
nuclide’s half-life, where the half
-life is the number of years it
takes for half of the original
number of nuclide atoms to decay
into daughter nuclides.
As the half-life of a nuclide is
essentially a constant, this can be
exploited by geologists to
calculate the age of the rock in
which the nuclide resides.
The ratio of the present day
nucleic composition is compared
to that of the original nucleic
composition of the rock, or
alternatively, to a standard
isotope, and the age calculated
mathematically from this.
Let us look at the uranium-lead
(U-Pb) method. This technique is
often used on the mineral zircon
(ZrSiO4).
Zircon
often
incorporates uranium atoms into
its structure instead of zirconium,

Science

but does not incorporate lead.
Hence, the zircon contains
uranium, but no original lead at
formation, meaning that all the
lead in the zircon has come from
decay of uranium.
The uranium decays via two
methods, one from 235U to 207Pb
(half-life about 700 million
years), and another via 238U to
206
Pb (half-life about 4500
million years). These dual decay
paths provide a means of refining
and cross-checking the accuracy
of the calculated age of the zircon

mineral.
A different method, the fission
track method, involves the
counting of tracks left in a
mineral such as apatite, tracks left
by the spontaneous fission of
uranium impurities.
The Yilgarn Craton is dominated
by granite, and in the Merredin
area the granite formed around
3200 million years ago. This
means that on Merredin Peak you
are walking on rock that was
formed quite early in Earth’s
history.

Merredin Peak granite outcrop. Photo by Grant Stainer
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Life Membership to Merredin Women’s Hockey Club for
Janelle Millar
By CAROLINE ROBINSON
I have thoroughly enjoyed
compiling this life membership
for a lady who has given a lot of
her time, energy and commitment
to the Merredin Women’s
Hockey Club. Trawling through
the Club and Association books
to gather information has bought
back some very happy memories
for myself and reminded me how
each and every one of the women
who play in our club contribute to
its culture, memories and
achievements on and off the field.
This
life
membership
presentation to one of these
women exemplifies this.
We all know her as THE loudest
wing and centre forward in the
history of the club, as a goal
sneak (although she does frustrate
us when she does a windy or
doesn’t put her stick on the
ground when playing in the goal
circle – just to remind her), one

that doesn’t shy away from being
the best dressed at our themed
social nights – always complete
with knee high boots or
illustrious
costumes
usually
ordered of the internet, she likes
to be highly competitive in leg
kicks, is still very flexible (at
over 40 something) and can do
the splits.
She has served the club for
fourteen years and played in the
era of the indestructibles – Deb
Morris, Monica Mais, Marie
Steber, Rebecca Hutton, Jules
Alvaro, Terri Rogers, Bree
Hetherington, Shelly Lombadini,
Rosanne Webb, Deb James,
Louise Davies, Tricia Martin and
still plays with our senior team
mates in Nicola Lane, Meg
Gethin,
Chesney
Maloney,
Jessica Wallace and Maxine
Christie. No doubt she has many
more kilometres in those legs and
today’s juniors will be playing
with her when she is an old lady.

A late bloomer to hockey, at the
age of 28, she has made a
significant contribution to the
club on the field playing over 100
games, scoring 45 goals since she
started and being rewarded for
this in 2009 by taking out the title
of the East Avon Women’s
Hockey Association Highest Goal
Scorer.
She has been to 8
Country
Week
carnivals
representing our club and the
Association
with
pride
–
including in many Championship
winning vet teams.
I was
particularly proud of her as a few
years back she made the A’s side
as a reserve on Turf 1 – and from
my memory I am pretty sure the
Merredin women’s team who
were sitting in the stand were the
loudest to cheer when she came
on for her 15 minutes of fame.
She has also been part of our
premiership winning teams, the
first coming after our fifth
consecutive appearance in 2009
where she scored the winning and
only goal. This is an exceptional
achievement for a player who
began at the age of 28.
She has nurtured many junior and
new players in our team and
continues to do this role today
with our very vibrant juniors who
are
becoming
wonderful
contributors to our club. Our
juniors have a very positive role
model in learning how to be a
generous and friendly club person
from this lady.
She has held roles in our club
including as Treasurer, Social and
Fundraising Coordinator, Junior
Hockey Coach, Turf Alliance
Representative when we were
first getting the turf established,
helped coordinate Junior Teams
to attend Country Week, assisted
in the running of Winter
Carnivals and made many an
afternoon tea and Friday night
dinner.
In 2014 she was the East Avon
Women’s Hockey Association
President. In this role she was
instrumental I coordinating new

Life members, Bec Hutton, Janelle Millar
and Debbie Morris

uniforms for the Association,
holding the inaugural joint end of
season dinner with the Greater
Wheatbelt
Men’s
Hockey
Association and making some
significant changes to the
governance of the Association.
One of the most significant roles
she has played recently is as one
of the founding members of the
Friday night Junior Competition
which sees a large number of
juniors travelling across the
central and eastern Wheatbelt to
play in the competition. She has
been well supported by members
of the Merredin Women’s
Hockey Club in developing this
competition but at one time in its
early days I think she tried to be
the Coordinator, Coach and
Umpire all at the same time
because she was so passionate
about junior development, seeing
the concept succeed and also to
involve her three boys in hockey.
Janelle thank you for your
contributions to Chicks with
Sticks. Over the past 14 years
you have seen the Merredin
Women’s Hockey Club expand,
move to a synthetic turf, have a
strong presence and influence in
the Association, have helped
develop a growing junior
competition and made it into a
welcoming, friendly and very
social club.
It is with great pleasure that we
present Janelle Millar with Life
Membership to the Merredin
Women’s Hockey Club.
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China Southern Hero
By MARTIN MORRIS
China Southern Airlines is one of
the largest commercial airlines
the world with a fleet of about
600 aircraft.
Merredin has a very strong link to
that company.
The 15th August 2016 is the
21st Anniversary of the opening
of the China Southern Western
Australian Flying College in
Merredin.
Since that time, hundreds of

pilots have graduated through
their system and now fly the
company’s planes around the
world.
Currently,
there
are
approximately 140 students based
in Merredin.

This number of students means
that the greatest majority of
China Southern Airlines pilots
have been trained here.
Some of the following is
extracted from an article that
recently originally appeared in

China Southern Airlines plane. Photo courtesy of news.com.au
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the Sun Newspaper who I
contacted
regarding
the
reproduction of the information.
A China Southern Airlines pilot
recently landed an Airbus A320
passenger jet “blind” after a
hailstorm damaged the plane’s
windscreen during a domestic trip
from Guangzhou to Chengdu in
China, making it impossible to
see through the glass.
Pictures taken of the plane show
how serious the damage was to
the nose and two windscreens
after the plane flew directly into
the large blocks of ice.
Due to unpredictable weather, the
captain had no choice but to
plough through the rough
conditions, battling the large hail
midair.

Hail damage to China Southern Airlines
plane. Photo courtesy of news.com.au

The windscreen was severely
damaged and cracked by the ice
blocks but it did not shatter, and
despite the poor visibility the
pilot successfully landed at
Chengdu Airport.

passengers calm.

The hail also tore off all its paint
and even left dents in the plane’s
panels.

If the pilot was in fact trained in
Merredin, it is not only a great
feather in his cap, but also for the
college here for the high quality
of training provided by the
instructors in Merredin. Well
done!

Passengers on the flight later
praised the flight crew for their
efforts in ensuring their safety as
well as helping to keep

Although the identity of the pilot
is unknown, there is a very
reasonable chance that he was
trained here in Merredin.
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Merredin Camera Club—A “doggy” month
By GRANT STAINER
“Dogs” was the theme for the
Merredin Camera Club’s July
meeting, and there were quite a
variety of dogs posing for the
camera!
Sixteen photos of the canine
variety filled the theme section,
and another 14 photos were
entered in the open section.
The judge this month was Marty
Cash, who is an experienced
sports photographer, but is fairly
new
to
the
judging
of
photography.
In the theme section, Mr Cash
awarded equal gold to Caryn
Adamson’s “Job Done” and
Megan Simmonds’ “Help me
please”. No silvers were awarded,
but bronze went to Karen Slater’s
“Playing in the surf”. Special
mention went to Kate Caughey’s
“Long tongue”.
In the open section, Mr Cash
awarded
gold
to
Caryn
Adamson’s “A walk back in
time”, silver to Karen Slater’s
“Sunset over the marina”, and

bronze to Poppy Atheis’ “Summer
day”.
Mr
Cash
highlighted
the
importance of thinking about what
is in the background, as busy
backgrounds
can
be
very
distracting in a photo. He also
noted the importance of the
subject’s eyes being clear and
sharp in portrait photos. It is also
important to keep horizons
straight and not crooked.
Club members voted somewhat
similarly to Mr Cash, giving first
place to Caryn Adamson’s “Job
done”, second place to Kate
Caughey’s “Cuteness”, and third
place to Karen Slater’s “Playing
in the surf”.
In the open section, club members
awarded first place to Caryn
Adamson’s “A walk back in
time”, second place to Karen
Slater’s “Sunset over the marina”,
and third place to Karen Slater’s
“Up, up, and away”.
The Merredin Camera Club holds
it’s enjoyable and relaxing
meetings
at
the
Merredin

Playgroup building on Throssell
Road, and will hold it’s next
meeting on Wednesday 24 August
2016, where the theme is
“Curves”.
The Merredin Camera Club
welcomes new members. For
more information about the
Merredin Camera Club, please
email Daina Sutherland at
dainasutherland@bigpond.com.

‘Playing in the surf’ by Karen Slater

‘Sunset over the marina’ by Karen Slater

‘A walk back in time’ by Caryn Adamson

‘Job done’ by Caryn Adamson
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Honorary Freeman bestowed on Mr Peter Geraghty
By CAROLINE ROBINSON
The Shires of Mukinbudin, Mt
Marshall,
Trayning
and
Nungarin have named Mr Peter
Geraghty an Honorary Freeman
of each Shire. This is the most
prestigious form of honour or
recognition each of the Shires
can confer upon an individual.
A joint ceremony was held on
the 28
June 2016
in
Mukinbudin to recognise Peter,
followed by a luncheon.
NEWROC Chair Cr Eileen
O’Connell said the four Shires
bestowed the honour on an
exceptional individual who, in
the opinion of each of the
Shires, rendered outstanding
services to the St John’s
Ambulance Service and the
communities of Mukinbudin,
Mt Marshall, Trayning and
Nungarin.
The ceremony was attended by
over fifty people including St
John Ambulance volunteers,
Steve Hall the Assistant

Regional Manager of St John
Ambulance Australia, NEWROC
Shire Presidents, CEO’s and
Councillors and staff from the
Kununoppin Hospital.
Cr Fred Tarr, President of the
Shire of Trayning said “I have
had the pleasure of knowing
Peter for 26yrs. He commenced
at the Kununoppin St Johns
Ambulance in October 1980 and
in this time he has been the heart
and soul of our sub centre,
ensuring it is the best in the state
and that our communities get the
best care and fast response in an
emergency”

the residents of the entire subregion have the best possible
access to emergency health care”
she said
“The Mukinbudin community is
very proud of Peter. He is one in
a million, is very humble and has
done a large amount of work in
the background” said Shire of
Mukinbudin President Cr Gary
Shadbolt
The Kununoppin Sub Centre
covers 18,000km’s and is one of
the largest in Western Australia,
with the most ambulances.
Honorary Freeman Peter Geraghty.
Photo courtesy of Indigo Storm
Photography

Peter Geraghty becomes the third
person to be recognised as an
Honorary Freeman of the Shire of
Mt Marshall and the first for
almost 40 years.
Cr Rachel Kirby, President of the
Shire of Mt Marshall said “Peter
has shown a passion for building
the services in the district, a life
of devotion to helping others and
giving generously of his time,
talents and energy to ensure that

Peter Geraghty surrounded by Presidents
and CEO’s of the four Shires –
Mukinbudin, Nungarin, Mt Marshall and
Trayning, photo courtesy of Indigo Storm
Photography

Peter Geraghty, centre with St John’s
Ambulance volunteers from across the
district, photo courtesy of Indigo Storm
Photography
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Trades

BUILDER

CARPENTRY

EARTH MOVING

CABINET MAKING

CLEANER

EARTH MOVING
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Trades

ELECTRICIAN

PEST CONTROL

PLASTERING

GLASS SERVICES

PEST CONTROL

PLUMBER

TUTOR

Fantastic exposure for
your business
4 editions—$30 per issue
8 editions—$25 per issue
12 editions—$22 per issue
Any Artwork is $30
Call 9041 1041 to place your Trades
Advert today

Playgrounds and shade sails for Kondinin, Tammin and Trayning schools
Central Wheatbelt primary schools in
Kondinin, Tammin and Trayning are among
61 public schools across WA to receive up
to $20,000 each for new playground
equipment and shade structures.
Member for Central Wheatbelt Mia Davies
MLA said some schools will use the funding
to get new playground equipment to boost
children’s physical activity, while others
will install shade structures to help protect

students from the sun.
“The playground and shade structures
program gives local children further
opportunities to increase their physical
fitness, develop gross motor skills and boost
their strength,” Ms Davies said.
“Being active is a vital factor for children to
develop and maintain good health, and fun
and
exciting
playground
equipment

encourages children to play and use their
imaginations.

“Our Western Australian climate also makes
shaded areas for children to play in very
important.”
More than 420 schools have benefited from
the $7 million program since 2011.
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CLASSIFIEDS
For Sale (Under
$250)
14ft Trampoline zip br oken on safety
net. $70 call 0429 021 727.
Display Shelf for magazines etc, four
levels,
pine/melamine
$150
call
9041 1041.

Public Notices
St John Ambulance Merredin AGM
Tuesday 23rd August 2016 7pm at the
sub centre. All welcome. Any queries
call Gemma 0438 814 339.

Positions Vacant
Pharmacy Assistant Would you like
full time employment in your local area
without having to move to the city?
Would you like to learn how to become a
Pharmacy assistant while earning a
trainee wage and having your tuition fees
paid for by your employer?
Would you like to acquire a nationally
accredited Level 3 Pharmacy Assistant
qualification?
Savingsplus Chemist Merredin now have
vacancies for full time 2 year
traineeships.
If you would like to apply please hand
deliver your letter of application, telling
us why you believe that you would be the
perfect candidate for this position and
your resume, to the Pharmacist in store,
102 Barrack St.

Merredin Show Meeting, committee &
coordinators will be elected. Thursday
25th August, 6pm, 110 Barrack Street.
All welcome.

Personal
Attractive Single Country Lady 66
would like to meet single sincere and
honest Gent 66—70 for friendship and
companionship.
Interests
are
photography, walks, outings, travelling
and eating out.
Contact Jan
0427 987 384.

FREE ADVERTISING!!
Have you got something to sell?
If it’s under $250 and you are not
a business, you can advertise in
the classifieds for FREE! So get rid
of your unwanted items and
make some cash.
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Women’s Hockey

Merredin Hockey
By TAYLA CHESSON

On Saturday the 30th July the
Merredin girls played against the
Meckering in Merredin, the game
was the return of our much loved

Merredin V Meckering

Merredin vs Meckering

post players Deb Smith and Pip
Kirby, it is always a pleasure
having you lovely ladies on the
field we hope to see a little more
of you this season. The game
started off to a quick start and
unlucky for Merredin, Meckering
scored a goal within the first 30
seconds of the game. The game
was soon followed by 4 more
goals, all scored by the Merredin
team, Jamie Arthur, Loren
McLean and Mikaela McCall
(aka Goldie ).

Brett deLacy and Choppa for
umpiring our game on Saturday
and congratulations to Mikaela
McCall and Maxine Christie on
their awards. All the girls played
exceptionally well this weekend,
hopefully we can keep it up for a
few more weeks.

The game was one of the hardest
we have played all season,
Meckering are always a fighting
team and they never give up until
the last whistle. Thank you to

Merredin vs Meckering

Burracoppin Hockey
By AMANDA SWARTS

Friday the 22nd July, Burracoppin hosted
Merredin in the second derby of the season. It
was a tad cold [freezing!], but everyone was
still looking forward to another night game.
Merredin dominated a lot of the forward play
for the majority of the game, though
Burracoppin's defence has been improving
dramatically over the season and were up to
the challenge - surviving the onslaught of the
Merredin offence with some solid stick work
from full backs Claire Errington and Shannon
Postans and incredible saves by Burra Goalie
Megan O'Reilly. Merredin's Michaela Thorn
had a fantastic game, providing essential link
balls to her forwards, intrgral in orchestrating
the back-to-back field goals scored from

Fixtures Saturday 6th August
Kellerberrin vs Quairading 1.30pm

Max Christie [MD] trying to get it past the Burra press.

Burra Awards
Best Player: Megan O'Reilly

Coach's Award: Amy Robartson

Players
Choice:
Max
Coach's Award: Michaela Thorn

Burracoppin vs Cunderdin 3.00pm

GAME PLAYED

Burra's awards went to first year players Amy
Robartson and first time Goalie Megan - we
are
so
proud
of
these
two.
Burra would also like to offer their
congratulations to Merredin player Nellie
Millar who was awarded a Life Membership
with the Merredin Women's Hockey Club what a prestigious achievement, well done!

Merredin Awards

Merredin vs Tammin 12noon

TEAM

Merredin's Riley Hutton and Mikaela McCall
late in the first half. The second half was a
good old fashioned stalemate - with neither
team scoring - Merredin running out 2-0 over
a much improved Burra, unable to score but
preventing Merredin another goal.

WON

LOST

Christie

DRAWN

GOAL FOR

Shannon Postans trapping a Merredin ball from Mikaela
McCall

Hockey Ladder
GOALS AGAINST

GOAL DIFF

POINTS

MERREDIN

7

6

1

0

18

6

+ 12

18

TAMMIN

8

3

1

4

12

10

+2

13

QUAIRADING

7

3

1

3

20

11

+9

12

CUNDERDIN

8

3

3

2

14

9

+5

11

MECKERING

8

2

2

4

10

10

+0

10

BURRACOPPIN 8

3

4

1

13

19

-6

10

KELLERBERRIN 8

0

8

0

4

26

- 22

0
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Football

Nukarni Demons
By KIP STAPELY
Nukarni boys were home against Kulin/
Kodinin for Round 11
League
Kulin/Kodinin 23.13-151
Nukarni 7.7-49
Reserves
Kulin/Kodinin 18.12-120
Nukarni 3.1-19
Best Players
League
Merredin Panel and Paint – Sam Hooper
Wheatbelt country supplies – Dave Whitehead
Northside Tavern – Michael Sharp
Mark of the day – Jacko Shultz
Reserves
Landmark – Jay Postans
Hutton and Northey – Chris Hayden
Newton’s Home Furnishing – Matthew
Motzel
Merredin Panel and Paint Mark of the day –
Kaleb Roissetter
Nukarni Boys Traveled down to Hyden for
Round 12
Reserves
Nukarni won after Hyden Forfeited due to
lack of players, but the boys still had a fun
scratch match against Hyden
League
Nukarni 11.5-71
Hyden/Karlgarin 26.8-164
Best player
Mick Ford, Henry Hooper, Logan Gilbert,
Scott Summerfield, Dan Whitehead

On Saturday, we held the auction of the
property left to the Merredin Lions Club by
the late Bevan Black-burn. Bevan generously
left the contents of his house to the Lions Club
who enlisted the help of the Nukarni Football
Club to clean out the house and determine the
value of the gear.
The auction went really well, with great
support from the wider community meaning
everything was sold to a good home. It was a
big undertaking and the club did a fantastic
job pulling it off.
Massive thanks firstly to Gavin Cornish who
teed up everything with the Lions Club and
helped us clean out the house and set up for
the auction. A big thanks also to Bob Alderton
and the Landmark crew for the use of their
shed as the venue to auction and store the
gear, as well as their forklift and truck to
transport it.
A huge thank you to Wayne Manoni, our
auctioneer, Graeme Teasdale for his time and
expertise in setting out the lots and the rest of
the Elders crew for their time and resources.
Thanks must also go to Annette Hooper and
Kathy Beilken who did an awesome job with
the registration and balancing the books at the
end of the day.
Finally thanks to Kevin Smith and the Lions
Club for allowing us to be involved. We
couldn't have done it without any of the people
mentioned above. Well done also to the
Nukarni committee and players who helped
out along the way.

GAME
WON
PLAYED

Nukarni League Players

Football Ladder

Round 11 League
TEAM

Nukarni League Player/ Coach Phillip Gray

Round 12 League

LOST

DRAWN

FOR

AGAINST

%

POINTS

TEAM

GAME
WON
PLAYED

LOST

DRAWN

FOR

AGAINST

%

POINTS

SXFC 11

9

1

1

931

705

132.06 38

KKFC 12

10

2

0

1294

616

210.06 40

KKFC 11

9

2

0

1196

573

208.73 36

SXFC 12

9

2

1

977

790

123.67 38

BKFC 11

7

3

1

1149

838

137.11 30

BKFC 12

8

3

1

1263

885

142.71 34

HKFC 11

6

5

0

1084

835

129.82 24

HKFC 12

7

5

0

1248

906

137.75 28

COFC 11

6

5

0

900

850

105.88 24

COFC 12

6

6

0

943

948

99.47

24

NUFC 11

4

7

0

626

1010

61.98

16

NUFC 12

4

8

0

697

1174

59.37

16

BUFC 11

2

9

0

539

1090

49.45

8

BUFC 12

3

9

0

624

1136

54.93

12

NBFC 11

0

11

0

564

1088

51.84

0

NBFC 12

0

12

0

611

1202

50.83

0

Round 11 Reserve
GAME
TEAM
WON
PLAYED

Round 12 Reserve

LOST

DRAWN

FOR

AGAINST

%

POINTS

TEAM

GAME
PLAYED

WON

LOST

DRAWN

FOR

AGAINST

%

POINTS

SXFC 11

9

2

0

941

335

259.81 36

KKFC 12

10

2

0

982

372

263.98 40

KKFC 11

7

4

0

816

495

149.56 32

NBFC 12

8

4

0

874

554

157.76 32

BKFC 11

8

3

0

707

504

162.84 28

NUFC 11

7

4

0

663

568

116.73 32

HKFC 11

7

4

0

663

568

143.75 28

BUFC 12

7

5

0

880

542

162.36 28

COFC 11

6

5

0

691

522

123.91 24

COFC 12

7

5

0

744

545

136.51 28

NUFC 11

4

7

0

492

620

80.11

16

BKFC 12

5

7

0

551

678

81.27

20

BUFC 11

3

8

0

527

835

59.52

12

SXFC 12

3

9

0

547

1024

53.42

12

NBFC 11

0

11

0

292

1250

22.67

0

HKFC 11

0

11

0

292

1250

23.36

0
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Positives come from Country Week regardless of results
By LINDSAY MCNEILL
While this year's results did not
reflect the level of effort or
preparation, students from WA
College of Agriculture - Cunderdin
gained plenty of positives out of
the country week championships
both on and off the field.
College
country
week
coordinator, Paul Jasper, said
participation and team spirit were
highly
commendable.
"Unfortunately some teams were
in the wrong division resulting in
their efforts being un-rewarded."
"The annual country week
championships in Perth bring
together teams to participate in a
variety of sports and social events.
"They came from as far north as
Christmas
Island, south to
Esperance and everywhere in
between," he said.
"This year 66 students and eight
staff took part in six sports
including AFL, boys and girls
basketball, hockey, netball and
soccer. "Our best result was third
overall in boys hockey played in B
-grade. "Playing in A-grade our
AFL team finished 6th; in C-grade
boys basketball, 8th; in C-grade
girls basketball, 5th; in C-grade
netball we finished 5th overall and
our soccer team playing in C-grade

finished 6th, Mr Jasper said.
"Students were accommodated at
Perth central caravan park which
was ideal in terms of comfort,
security, facilities, distance to
sporting arenas and to social
activities. The college kitchen
prepared and froze meals for us to
take with us. "Lunch was delivered
from the college each day," he
said.
Mr Jasper paid tribute to the many
staff involved. Mr Hooper and Ms
Marsh did all the paperwork and
bookings. Mr McCart allocated
cabins and arranged the food. Mrs
Glover did an excellent job with
the finances.
The school's sports coaches went
above and beyond by way of time
spent on training. Those involved
were Mr Burns who coached the
boys’ basketball;
Miss Davey
netball which managed a great
result despite being very depleted
and Mrs Skinner who coached the
hockey boys who came 3rd in their
first attempt in B-grade.
Mr Thompson motivated the
basketball team to play every game
to their best while only having 4
players at one point, he said.
Along with organizing the event
and being senior staff member at

country week,
Mr
Hooper
managed to field a soccer team in
every game despite only taking
four soccer players to Perth. Mr
Elliott helped coach the AFL side
and made sure 25 players got the
attention they deserved, Mr Jasper
said.
He also acknowledged the staff
who drove the lunches to Perth
each day and principal, Bernard
Beatty, who supported the event at
school level and helped in Perth.
Bookings and planning had already
started for next year, he said.

The netball team (L-R): Shona Fluck (Moora),
Jessica Ducat (Grass Valley), Chloe King
(Mukinbudin), Monica Lee (Wongan Hills),
Inaya Stone (Esperance), Elizabeth Vance
(Gidgegannup), Aimee Tyson (Goomalling) and
Vanessa Davis (Northam)

The Cunderdin boys hockey team (white
shirts) take a hit.

