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Regional Talent on show at 2019 Wheatbelt Art Prize
Kellerberrin’s Black Ant Art Gallery
was overflowing for the official
opening of the 2019 Wheatbelt Art
Prize on Friday 1st November with
artists, locals and sponsors mingling
and enjoying over 150 pieces of local
art on display.
Host, Member for Central Wheatbelt
Mia Davies MLA was delighted with
the turnout and the quality of artwork
entered.
“The creativity, imagination and
enthusiasm with which our Wheatbelt
artists embrace this event is

wonderful,” Ms Davies said.
“Arts play a significant and often
underestimated role in maintaining
vibrant, well balanced regional
communities.”
Hon Martin Aldridge MLC, who
MC’d the event, said that culture and
the arts were vital to regional
communities, and formed an essential
part of our social fabric, sense of
being and cultural identity.
Kellerberrin artist Robert McCaffrey
won the major prize of $3,500 for a

Participants peruse the artwork

work titled ‘Recycled Luxe’, a
magnificent gown made from plastic
shopping bags. Other award winners
announced on the night were:
 ‘Notes for an Angus Bull’, by Den
Scheer – Works on Paper
 ‘Flowers for Margaret’, by Aaron
Eacott – Works on Canvas
 ‘Recycled
Luxe’, by Robert
McCaffrey – Works on any other
Medium
 ‘Nature’s Crowning Glory’, by
Laura Appleton – Textiles
 ‘Energies & Vibrations’, by Anne
Ashman – Sculpture & 3D
 ‘Muted
Bloom’,
by
Steph
Chapman – Photography Open
Theme
 ‘Standing Tall’, by Jenny Utting –
Photography Collgar Wind Farm
Theme
The People’s Choice Award, voted by
those in attendance on the night, went
to local Kellerberrin artist Lee-Anne
Innes for her work titled ‘Kooljaman
– Cape Leveque’.
Ms Davies said it was a pleasure to
create and host an event to showcase
the talent of artists living in the
electorate of Central Wheatbelt.
“The event has expanded over the
years and it’s wonderful to see artists
entering from all over the electorate,
Boddington, Northam, Quairading,
Kellerberrin, Merredin, Wongan Hills

and everywhere in between,” she
said.
“My thanks go to the generous
sponsors for the category prizes, and
to those that came along to celebrate
with the artists on the night.”
Gold
Sponsors
were
Arc
Infrastructure, Collgar Windfarm and
Ramelius Resources. Silver sponsors
were Risen Solar Technology, CBH
(Continued on page 3)

Robert McCaffrey won the major prize
with his work titled “Recycled Luxe’.
Image courtesy of Megan Simmonds
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
UPCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday 12th November
Merredin Seniors Luncheon ABBAlicious Lunch.
11.30am Cummins Theatre. Non-seniors or
seniors outside of the Shire of Merredin can
attend for $15.
Bookings essential call
Merredin CRC 9041 1041.
Friday 22nd November
GIANT Twilight Christmas Markets. Cnr Bates &
Queen Streets. Markets, Christmas Bazaar and
Santa Photos. Bookings Essential 9041 1041.
Saturday 21st & Sunday 22nd December
Elf
the
Musical.
Book
at
www.cumminstheatre.com.au or Wheatbelt
Visitors Centre.
REGULAR EVENTS
0-4 Amity Health Playgroup—call Claire Smith
or email csmith@amityhealth.com.au
A Choired Taste – A community singing group.
All levels. Monday evening at 47 Coronation
Street 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm. Call Langley Smith
on 0409 106 649.
All Saints Anglican Church—Sunday 10th
November—Morning Prayer at All Saints
10.00am. Sunday 17th November—Morning
Prayer at All Saints 10.00am followed by Parish
Council. Pauline 9044 1076 or Su 0427 412
709.

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until
9.30pm at the Masonic Lodge in Coronation St.
First night is free. Beginners to advanced. Call
Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see Sue at the
Chemist or Lyn at the Post Office.

Queen Street (behind the CRC). New members
welcome. Enquiries to Margaret 0429 623 081.

Church of Christ—Throssell Road, 10am Sunday
Worship
and
Sunday
School
Ph
0408 484 711.

Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30am. Call
Steve for more info on 0467 173 753.

Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on
0411 984 123 for more info.
Merredin Army Cadet Unit 510—Tuesday
nights 6:00 pm 9:00 pm during school terms.
Cnr. Woolgar Ave and Kitchener Road Merredin
For further information please contact Officer
in Charge 2nd Lieutenant Karinda Smith Mob:
0427 080 913

Merredin Museum & Historical Society—
Meetings first Wednesday of the month
5.00pm at Railway Museum. All Welcome.

Merredin United in Prayer—28th November—
Seventh-day Adventist Church. 7pm.
Moorditj
Mia
Services—Sunday
November 2.30pm.

17th

People’s Baptist Church—Kellerberrin, 10am
Sunday Worship, Ph 0435 284 796.

Merredin Camera Club—Email Daina for more
info at dainasutherland@bigpond.com.

Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00am—
11.30am during the school term at Throssell
Road, opposite the pool. Contact Carissa Amm
on 0433 340 441.

Merredin Churches Fraternal—Meet on the
fourth Wednesday of the Month at 10am at the
Uniting Church. PO Box 463, Merredin, John
McKane 0457 329 850.

Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 12
noon, Shed Restaurant unless otherwise
advised, contact Julie Townrow 0429 411 377
or email julietownrow@westnet.com.au

Merredin
Community
Garden—anyone
interested in being involved, please contact
Gillian Ovans 0427 701 655.

Senior’s Centre—Craft group Wednesday
mornings 9.30am—11.30am, bring your own
crafts, learn a new craft or just come for a chat.
Friday mornings 10am Carpet Bowls new and
old players welcome.

Merredin Community Resource Centre—
Meetings third Wednesday of the month at
5.30pm. All welcome.
Merredin Fine Arts Society—Meet each
Thursday from 9am to 1pm at their Gallery in

Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday
morning 10.00—11.30am at the Senior’s
Centre. Free. All welcome.

Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00pm
at the Senior’s Centre. Afternoon tea to follow.
Free.
Seventh-day Adventist Church—Kitchener
Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship, 9.30am
Saturday Bible Study. 0429 770 331.
St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kellerberrin—
8:00am every Sunday. Father Andrew Bowron
Ph 9041 1118.
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Merredin—South
Avenue, Sundays 10.30am. Saturday evenings
6.30pm. Father Andrew Bowron, Ph
9041 1118.
Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the
Merredin Library, for children up to 5 years old.
Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their
stories or just listen. Mondays 10.00am—
11.30am, starting with morning tea. Senior’s
Centre. $1.
Tribal Bellydance—5.00pm, 110 Barrack Street.
For all ages, shapes and physical ability. Have
fun, move your body and laugh your hips off!
Classes are FREE. Call Kirsty on 0400 206 616.
Uniting Church—Fifth Street, 9am Sunday
Service, Ph 0457 329 850.
Westonia Croquet Club—call John Corsini on
0429 467 170 or Keith Downsborough on 0482
445 046.

Convos with K-Lee
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How do you think the solar farm is impacting the town?

Kerry Koper—Thumbs up
to
the
Mukinbudin
community for the Sunny
Days
Ahead
event…..bloody awesome.
Lillian
Armstrong—
Thumbs down to the
people who loaded up
their car with goods from
an IGA trolley corner
Haig Rd & French Ave
and left their trolley on
the foot path.
Debbie Morris—Thumbs
up to the community
support for the future of
the water tank.

Sonya Kerr—
Lots more
people in town,
shopping and
eating, also
most houses,
vans and motels
are booked out.
This has got to
be a good thing.

Chloe
Garwood—I
think the solar
farm is bringing
the community a
lot of support to
our local
businesses.

Dawn Cahill—
The best thing
since sliced
bread.

Annalise
Kearing—I think
the solar farm is
impacting
Merredin in a
fantastic way!
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Community support shown for Merredin Water Tank
By MERREDIN MUSEUM AND
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
One of the Merredin Museum and
Historical Society’s objectives is to
“Encourage the preservation of the
Old Railway Station’s Buildings at
Merredin and associated railway
moveable and built heritage.”
The Merredin Water Tower and
Tank is one of these heritage listed
icons and it has been fantastic to see
so many community members show
their support and passion in wanting
to retain the Water Tank.

The Merredin Water Tower and Tank are heritage listed Merredin icons. Image
courtesy of Grant Stainer

2019 Wheatbelt Art Prize cont.
(Continued from page 1)

Group, The Nationals WA—Hon
Martin Aldridge MLC and Hon
Colin de Grussa MLC, Kellerberrin
Farmers Co-op, Peter Jackson
Funeral Directors, Avon Valley
Toyota, RSM and Country Chemist
Goomalling. Eco Lifestyle Villages
Northam
provided
bronze
sponsorship.
“We were pleased to hold the event
in Kellerberrin for the first time this
year and appreciate the support we
received from the Shire to promote
and hold it locally,” Ms Davies said.
The exhibition will remain open for
two weeks and the artworks are for
sale.
Images
courtesy
of
Megan
Simmonds.

Around 80 people attended the
public meeting on 22 October,
organised by the Shire, held at the
Cummins Theatre. The Shire
informed the meeting that in August
2019 they had engaged GHD Pty Ltd
to undertake an analysis of the tank
and assess the structural integrity of
the cast iron tank after safety
concerns were raised.
GHD Pty Ltd reported that whilst the
tank stand had been assessed as
being in reasonably good condition,
the tank was structurally unstable
due to a number of cracks, excessive
rust, and corrosion and is therefore at
risk of sudden failure with the
recommendation that the tank be
demolished.
The meeting was told that the
Merredin Water Tank was on Public
Transport Authority (PTA) land and
owned by PTA, hence their
responsibility. The CEO read an
email from PTA, which had only
been received that day, advising that
they intended to demolish the tank,
as recommended by GHD Pty Ltd.

Hon Martin Aldridge MLC

A representative from the WA
Heritage Council advised they had
informed PTA that prior to the tank
being demolished there were some
conditions the Heritage Council were
imposing which included installation
of a replica tank and interpretation of
the original tank.
Comments and questions from the
public included

Hon. Mia Davies MLA with artist Aaron Eacott



The Railway Museum believed a
second engineer’s report needed to
be done, by a Heritage Engineer.



Why hadn’t the water tank been
maintained by PTA?



A replica tank be installed by PTA
and the original tank placed in the
Railway
Museum
with
interpretation.



The Water Tank is a tourism icon.



Can the Heritage Council enforce
the conditions?



Why did the Shire pay for the
Engineer’s Report when it is PTA
land and asset?



The Water Tank is fixable.



What government bodies and which
politicians should be contacted to
ensure PTA look at options, are
responsible for costs and adhere to
Heritage Council conditions?



What happens to the Heritage
listing if the tank is removed?

The Shire President, Julie Flockart
thanked the community for attending
and for their input and advised the
Shire will take on board all the
comments and will keep the
community informed.
The following week Channel 7 came
to Merredin to do a story on
Merredin’s Water Tank and again we
saw the community come out in
force
to
support
preserving
Merredin’s heritage icon.
Railway Museum representative
Debbie
Morris
presented
an
overview of what had occurred to
date and that the Railway Museum
Committee were keen for a second
report be done on the tank, which
local resident Colin Crook agreed
with, as he believed something could
be done to preserve the current tank.
Shire President, Julie Flockart stated
that the Shire is now in talks with
PTA and PTA are willing to have a
re-assessment of the tank and that
Hon Darren West MLC, Member for
the Agricultural Region is keen to
support the Shire in regards to the
Water Tank.
When the story went to air on
Channel 7, Friday 1 November, it
was pleasing to hear PTA
Spokesman, David Hynes state PTA
were happy to explore alternatives to
demolition in consultation with the
Shire and Heritage Council provided
that the area is made safe in the
interim. He said PTA would fund
the work within reason and provided
the cost was not excessive.
Member for the Central Wheatbelt,
Hon Mia Davies MLA has also
offered her support towards the
Water Tank.
We look forward to hearing the
updates from the Shire on the future
of our Heritage Listed Icon –
Merredin Tank.

Merredin Museum and Historical Society
representative, Debbie Morris, addresses
the crowd
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My Thoughts

Travelling Phoenix

The Vegans are at it again

Vicki and Mick Allen recently went to Sydney to see the Military Tattoo. While there
they took the Phoenix for a walk across the Sydney Harbour Bridge

Police Report
By Acting Senior Sergeant
MICHAEL PATERSON,
Merredin Police
Hello Readers,
Your local Police have been busy
over the past couple of weeks
targeting crime in and around
Merredin.
After receiving information from a
truck driver about a car driving
erratically on the Great Eastern
Highway, we were able to stop a
black BMW travelling through
town with a quantity of illicit
property.
After the driver tested positive to
Methyl-amphetamine the vehicle
and its occupants were searched.
We seized three stolen firearms,
including a Tikka T3 .223 calibre
rifle, a CZ 452-2E .22 calibre rifle
and a Ruger Range .223 calibre
rifle. A large quantity of
ammunition, drugs and drug
implements were also seized. A 46
year old male from Perth was
arrested and charged with five 5
firearm and driving offences, he
also had his BMW seized. A 21
year old female passenger, also
from Perth will face court on drug
charges.
During a traffic operation last
week, another male driver also
tested
positive
for
Methylamphetamine. With the assistance
of a drug dog, our team executed

two Misuse of Drugs Act search
warrants at linked addresses in
town and seized a quantity of
drugs and drug related property.
As a result a 26 year old male and
29 year old female from Merredin
were arrested and faced court
earlier this week charged with
numerous drugs offences.
We continue to receive complaints
stemming from alcohol fuelled
incidents at licenced premises in
town. A number of investigations
are continuing and we want to
remind people, if we receive
complaints or identify behaviour
on
CCTV
footage
which
constitutes an offence, we’ll be
taking action. Please enjoy
yourself by drinking responsibly
and taking care of yourself and
your friends. Several local people
have recently received 12 months
Barring Notices from all licenced
premises in Western Australia as a
result of their behaviour at
licenced premises. You can expect
this type of consequence if charged
with an offence at a licenced
premises.
As always you can report any
suspicious or illegal activity to
Merredin Police on 9041 1322 or
131 444 or through Crime
Stoppers on 1800 333 000.
Anonymous information can also
be
reported
online
at
www.crimestopperswa.com.au.
Until next time, take care.

Are you like me and getting sick and
tired of the apparently increasing
number of people who “Protest for a
cause”.
Be it the ‘Vegans’ who invade farms,
the ‘Climate Change’ warriors who
cause havoc in the cities, the
‘Change the Racing Industry’
activists or the ‘Anti-Whaling’
activists like Sea Shepherd, Steve
Irwin and Bob Barker who carry out
confrontational activities in the
Southern Ocean that put lives at risk
and in certain situations could be
likened to piracy, which even
Greenpeace says their activities are
dangerous.
A few things need to be looked at.
Often, they are committing crimes in
the name of the right to protest. They
are stopping people going about their
lawful business to promote their own
ideals.
I am at a loss how many of them
have the time to protest as they do,
unless they do not have the
commitment of employment.
As a very well respected and wise
person said to me this week, these
people are stopping everyday
workers getting to their jobs. These
people work to earn money and pay
taxes which are utilised to pay
welfare payments to many of the
protesters who are blocking the way.
Unfortunately, a big majority of
these protests are smack of hypocrisy
and double standards.
They need to look at the big picture.
Environmentalists
have
been
chaining themselves to barricades,
which they have brought in and
placed at their strategic locations in a
protest about the way our way of life
is affecting climate change.
A couple of points in regards to this:
 The
barricades
etc
are
manufactured in either plastic or
steel,
both
environmentally
unfriendly.
 The protesters get to their protest
point somewhere somehow. I will
guarantee that they don’t all live
within walking distance. They
have driven or utilised some sort of
transport which effects the
environment. Don’t get me wrong,
the environment is a huge issue
and an urgent one, but there are
right and wrong ways to do things.
 Vegans are promoting it as a way
to save the world and to reduce the
need to farm and to produce meat
and dairy products. What will be
next, stopping farming producing
fruit, vegetables and grain? Just a
fact. The human body is designed
to have a balanced diet. We are a
combination of being a Carnivore
(Meat Eater) and Herbivore (Feeds
on plants). Our teeth are designed
to do both as is our digestive
system. I am not a health fanatic,
but isn’t it logical that if we stop

Martin
Morris
having a balanced diet that our
bodies have been designed for, we
may be setting up for some long
term health and wellbeing issues.
Some say that it has already
affected some of these protesters.
 Protesting for a cause is also “The
thing to do”. Copy cats and
celebrities jump on the band
wagon.
One of the ones that really takes the
wind out of the argument for climate
change is current Formula 1 World
Champion Lewis Hamilton. He has
gone out on a limb, so to speak,
saying that he has gone Vegan and
sold his private jet in order to save
the world.
Facts:
 Lewis Hamilton makes his wage,
which is tens of millions of dollars
per year, from driving cars which
guzzle fossil fuels. The sport
travels the world in jets and has a
very severe and significant
environmental impact.
 Hamilton sold his personal jet –
yes. But maybe it wasn’t to save
the environment! The fact that he
was investigated for tax evasion on
its purchase and the way it was
utilised. One of his companies
owned the plane which offered it
for hire. The price of hiring it was
extremely high so the only hirer
was one of Hamilton’s other
companies.
 If Hamilton wanted to save the
environment by selling his Jet,
why did he sell it to someone else
to fly? He has not done a thing for
the environment. If he was serious
about his comments, he should
have parked it somewhere and left
it unused.
 As
he is such a staunch
environmentalist, he was asked to
join the Formula E Championship
(Electric Cars). He gave an answer
of a flat “No”. Maybe it simply
comes down to profile and money
with him, not the ‘feel good’ false
arguments he puts forward. I think
that a majority of celebrities would
fall into this category.
On a completely different subject, I
was told that a window was broken
at the Railway Museum over the
weekend. The window was at the top
of the Signal Box. With the skill to
throw rocks that high and with such
accuracy, surely these people would
be a huge asset to the cricket teams
who are short of numbers.
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Court Report
Tuesday 22nd October 2019
Colleen Ablett was convicted of
driving with a prescribed illicit
drug in oral fluid or blood, was
fined $300, ordered to pay costs of
$225.90 and to pay a half annual
licence fee of $177, she was also
convicted of exceeding the speed
limit between 20 and 29km/h and
fined $400.
Aaron Anderson plead guilty to
driving with a prescribed illicit
drug in oral fluid or blood, was
fined $300 and was ordered to pay
an analyst fee of $1508.
Anita Bower was convicted of
without lawful excuse trespassing
on a place, was fined $500 and
ordered to pay costs of $225.90.
Leigh Brenton plead guilty to
driving (or attempting to drive) a
motor vehicle on a public road with
a blood alcohol content exceeding
0.05g , he was fined $500 and had
his licence suspended for 8 months.
Craig Brown was convicted of
failing
to
comply
with
requirements made by a member of
the police force, he was fined $500,
ordered to pay costs of $225.90 and
had his licence suspended for 3
months.

Library Musings
By WENDY PORTER Librarian
Merredin Library
October additions to stock at the
Merredin Library range from books
about Italy or in Italian (for those
inspired by the recent Festa Italiana)
to Australian Trucking Stories
collected by Bill ‘Swampy’ Marsh.
Here is a taste.
Are you interested in specialties
from different parts of Italy?
Perhaps the broth-based soups,
warming polenta and risotto from
the North-east, or gamey stews and
pasta with porcini mushrooms from
Central Italy. Did you know that
South Italy is most known for its
iconic Mediterranean cooking, or
that the forests of Northwest Italy
offer rich pickings from truffles to
hazelnuts harvested for cakes. The
people at Lonely Planet do, and they
have brought the best recipes from
street-vendors to Italy’s best local
cooks in ‘Italy from the source:
authentic recipes from the people
who know them best,’ by Sarah
Barrell.
For something a little different for
those crafty (meaning artistic)

people, try ‘Painting with Wool,’ by
Dani Ives. This is an introductory
guide for fibre artists and other
crafters looking for a new and
exciting form to explore. Learn
how needle felting uses wool fibres
and a felting needle to layer and
‘paint’ to enhance totes, garments or
even to create frameable artwork.
Do you feel like your phone, tablet
or computer is taking over your life?
Are you addicted to Facebook,
Twitter or other social media
platforms?
Break free from
technological tyranny. Try reading
‘How to tame technology and get
your life back,’ by Kevin Duncan.
Don’t think this book refers to you?
How about trying the ‘Need to Tame
Your Technology’ test and find out.
Come in to the Merredin Library
and see what else we have.
Remember we always have new
stock coming in. Perhaps ask how
library members can access free ebooks,
e-magazines
and
eaudiobooks. Best of all, remember
library membership is free to all
residents of the shire of Merredin.

Jacob Dimer plead guilty to
exceeding the speed limit between
20 and 29km/h and was fined $400,
he also plead guilty to having no
authority to drive (fines suspended)
and was fined $200.
Jeffrey Legge was convicted of
common assault, he was fined
$1800 and was ordered to pay costs
of $225.90.
Robyn Lopez was convicted of
driving with a prescribed illicit
drug in oral fluid or blood, she was
fined $300, ordered to pay costs of
$225.90 and to pay an analyst fee

of $177, she was also convicted of
failing to display P plates and was
fined $100.
Thomas Mitchell plead guilty to
driving (or attempting to drive) a
motor vehicle on a public road with
a blood alcohol content exceeding
0.05g and was fined $400.
Brendon Phillips was found guilty
of possession of prohibited drugs
with intent to sell or supply
(Cannabis)
and
received
a
suspended imprisonment order,
suspended for 7 months, he was also
found guilty of possessing drug
paraphernalia in or on which there
was a prohibited drug or plant and
was fined $500.
Anthony Samson was found guilty
of driving with a prescribed illicit
drug in oral fluid or blood, was
fined $300, and ordered to pay an
analyst fee of $177.
Bradley Stack was convicted of
having no authority to drive—
suspended (other than fines
suspension), he was fined $1000
ordered to pay costs of $225.90 and
had his licence suspended for a
further 9 months.
Kelvin Trahorsch was found guilty
of burglary and commit, and
stealing and received a 12 month
community based order.
Lawrence Trott was found guilty of
criminal damage or destruction of
property, of common assault in
circumstances of aggravation or
racial aggravation and of breach of
bail undertaking and was fined
$800.
Wednesday 23rd October 2019
Mitchell Edwards plead guilty to
exceeding the speed limit between
10 and 19km/h, he was fined $200
and ordered to pay costs of $205.30.

Letter to the Editor

Merredin is still missing out
Since my last Letter to the Editor
(edition dated 7th December 2018
“Merredin doesn’t matter to
GWN7”) I’ve mainly been watching
Channel 10 at 5.00pm, but since the
rain didn’t come in the end of the
session, I’ve been turning over to
GWN to see if the rain was
anywhere in the past 24 hours.
One night the lady said “good rain in
the Wheatbelt” Bridgetown got
18ml.
If you get a state map, draw a line
from Dalwallinu to Kalgoorlie, from
Dalwallinu to Northam, to Narrogin,
to Lake Grace to Southern Cross,
back to Kalgoorlie with Merredin the
main town in the section. You can

see it; the huge gap. When they roll
the cameras in their weather map,
this huge gap of Wheatbelt is
omitted. In the previous 24 hours, a
perimeter of 1000’s of kilometres
and 100’s of towns of varying sizes
get missed (mining towns don't miss
out).
They used to have Merredin on the
map, but it’s obviously not an
important part of the state.
Kev Cusworth
Narembeen
Send your Letter to the Editor
to administration@
merredincrc.com
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WE SHINE Conference a huge
success for businesswomen of
the Wheatbelt!

WE SHINE participants. Image courtesy of Dee Strange, Strange Images Photography

By RACHAEL THOMAS
The Wheatbelt Business Network
held its Women Enterprises of the
Wheatbelt conference, WE Shine, on
Friday 25th October at the Pingelly
Recreation and Cultural Centre. The
day was a huge success with
businesswomen from around the
region walking away inspired and
with workshopped ideas to take back
and implement into their businesses.
Annmaree Jensen from Extra Mile
Writing Services (Burracoppin) who
attended the conference summed the
day up perfectly. “The We Shine
event held on Friday 25th October
was simply brilliant. It was totally
jam packed with value, the speakers
and the workshops were excellent,
and quite simply I had one of those
extremely rare but totally enjoyable
and enormously inspiring days. It
was invaluable listening to so many
different women of completely
different ages running completely
different enterprises, while grazing
on beautiful food!”
The effervescent MC, Gertrude
Wellease from Denmark, was
exceptional in her role directing the
days proceedings, and Keynote
speakers Jo Palmer from Pointer

WE SHINE panel, Allie Gledhill, Moora
Chiropractic Clinic; Cathy Wood,
Stumpy’s; Rachel Sheahan, Scissorwest;
Jo Palmer, Pointer Remote Roles with
Chair, Leonie Knipe, Avon Valley Toyota.
Image courtesy Dee Strange, Strange
Images Photography

Remote Roles in rural NSW and
Helen Marshall
from Primal
Alternative, Albany shared how their
businesses grew from country towns.
Their shared stories of their business
successes were inspirational as well
as entertaining.
The afternoon workshops were on a
variety of topics including staffing,
strategic planning, social media,
tourism, business strategy and
finance. The workshops enabled
business women to work on aspects
of their businesses that require
attention with a hands-on focus,
providing them with skills and
knowledge that they could then take
back and implement in their
business.
The day rounded out with a Q&A
panel
of
successful
local
businesswomen fielding questions
from panel Chair Leonie Knipe from
Avon Valley Toyota and WA Telstra
Business Woman of the Year 2019.
The panel consisted of Rachel
Sheahan from Scissorwest, Allie
Gledhill from Moora Chiropractic
Clinic, Cathy Wood from Stumpy’s
Roadhouse in Brookton and Jo
Palmer from Pointer Remote Roles.
Their stories were inspiring and
honest, with the audience joining in
to glean as much information as
possible as to what makes these
women tick, how they overcame
obstacles along the way, and how
they got to where they are today.

The day was made possible with
generous
sponsorship
from
Countrywide Insurance Brokers and
Regional Development Australia,
allowing for such a high calibre of
speakers at an incredible venue.
For
further
information
and
registration, please visit our web site
at www.wheatbeltbusinessnetwork
.com.au

THE PHOENIX Friday, November 8th, 2019

AWWE Diversify Forum
By MICHELLE GETHIN
What do a sandalwood seed gatherer,
a pistachio nut grower, lupin flour
innovator, a finger lime producer and
a saltbush farmer have in common?
They've all had the courage and
conviction to try something new.
These Wheatbelt stories and more
were highlighted at the recent
Diversify Forum created by the
Agricultural Women Wheatbelt East
(AWWE) group based in Merredin.
The day began with the emotionally
charged story of Tanya Kitto, a lupin
producer from Mullewa who in an
effort to keep busy once her teenage
children had flown the nest, decided
to investigate how she could add
value to and raise the profile of the
highly underrated lupin seed. The
result was a range of gluten free
lupin flour baking products such as
muffins and brownies.
Second speaker Jo Buegge proved to
be a side hustle dynamo. Not only is
she involved with a labour intensive
pistachio farm near Bruce Rock, but
she also runs a very successful online
business, creating and selling hand
made baby blankets and runs an Air
B&B on her property. Jo also has
grand plans for other tourism-like
ventures that will draw people to
Bruce Rock.
Stephen and Michelle Fry from
Narembeen have been running
Santaleuca Sandalwood Products for
fifteen years and have had to ride the
waves of irregular supply and
demand in the industry.
Vickie Shina has been experimenting
with various varieties of Australian
Native Citrus since 2000 and has
been supplying Perth with a range of
unique finger limes and desert limes.
The speaker that caught the most
audience interest though was David
Thompson from Katanning who coowns the company Moojepin Foods
and sells saltbush, samphire and
pigface to top end restaurants in
Melbourne and Sydney. With many
of these plants naturally occurring on
many
Wheatbelt
properties,
attendees were keen to learn more
about getting involved themselves.

Jo Buegge with some of her creations

Vickie Shina

Key note speaker Ann Maree
O'Callaghan from Strategy Matrix
and Rachael Thomas from the
Wheatbelt
Business
Network
rounded off the day with more
discussion about following trends
and thriving in small business
ventures and attendees were treated
to a gorgeous two course lunch using
local produce by Perth chef Sophie
Budd and her amazing local helpers
Hayley Billing, Ada Barnett and
Robyn Hutchings and sponsored by
Bendigo
Bank
Mukinbudin
Community Bank branch.
The day couldn't have been possible
without the assistance of other local
sponsors Mia Davies MLA, Melissa
Price MP, Great Southern Fuels, the
Shire of Merredin, Collgar Wind
Farm, CSBP, Rabobank, Merredin
SUPA IGA and Merredin Tourist
Park. The AWWE group hope to
host a post harvest sundowner in mid
December so follow our Facebook
page to stay up to date with all the
latest information.

Tanya Kitto

Stephen Fry, Santaleuca Sandalwood
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Pink Up Kellerberrin 2019
A number of events were held over
two weeks to ‘Pink Up Kellerberrin’
and raise funds for Breast Cancer.
The Shire of Kellerberrin ran a
number of competitions, with the
prizes kindly donated by Bunnings,
Kmart, Shire of Kellerberrin and
Kellerberrin CRC staff. The number
of entrants in all categories was
overwhelming and it was a hard
decision to pick the overall winners.
The prize winner for the Best
Dressed Shop Window Display was
Kellerberrin Meats.
The prize
winner for the Best Dressed
Residential Fence was Les and
Colleen Toovey, with the runner-up
being Christine Van de Leur. The
prize winner for the Best Dressed
Rural Fence was Susie Dale and kids
and the Best Dressed Industrial or
Business Fence was James Street
Hairdressing. The prize winner for
the Best Decorated Bra was Pip
Arthur, with the runner-up being
Ashleigh Garlett.

Funds raised will be going directly to
the McGrath Foundation.
The
Foundation will be using funds
raised from the nationwide Pink
Week initiative to help place
McGrath Breast Care nurses in
communities across Australia. All
proceeds raised can be dropped to
the Shire of Kellerberrin office.
Funds collected so far are well over
$7,000.

The Shire of Kellerberrin would like
to extend a big thank you to
everyone that got involved and

Mark Harrison & Mim Meahley
Kellerberrin Meats, winners of the Best
Dressed Shop Window Display

Shire of Kellerberrin

supported ‘Pink Up Kellerberrin’.
The effort from the whole
community was really great to see.
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Merredin Health Service and Mukinbudin Health Centre
officially opened
Patients and staff in the Wheatbelt
are celebrating the improvements to
their local health services today at
the official openings of the
redeveloped
Merredin
Health
Service and the new Mukinbudin
Health Centre.
Both sites have been officially
opened by Agricultural Region MLC
Laurie Graham, representing the
Minister for Health.
The upgrades and construction are
part of a $1.5 billion infrastructure
modernisation
program
being
delivered by the WA Country Health
Service (WACHS) to improve health
services across regional Western
Australia.
At the Merredin Health Service, the
heritage façade of the former 1970s
hospital was retained as part of the
$23.8 million redevelopment.
It has been combined with new
features such as a state-of-the-art
emergency department with a
separate ambulance entrance.

The new ambulatory care building
within the Merredin Health Service
means that all of the health services,
including public health and mental
health, are now conveniently located
under one roof.
Upgrades have also been completed
within the medical imaging area,
sterilising services, administration
areas, the kitchen and laundry.
The new $3.7 million Mukinbudin
Health Centre offers increased space
and flexibility for visiting health
professionals who can utilise three
multipurpose consult rooms and a
treatment room, all of which are
telehealth enabled.
The Mukinbudin Health Centre
offers an additional benefit to the
community by providing secure,
after-hours access to a meeting room
at the front of the centre which can
be used for meetings and health
education sessions.
The ICT improvements at both sites
mean the Mukinbudin Health Centre
has become the first WACHS facility
connected with wireless NBN.
Telehealth services have been
expanded to ensure staff have access
to specialist staff to support their
work.

Mukinbudin Health Centre

This along with improvements to
infrastructure and new patient
information systems combine to
provide the best care for country
communities.

Merredin Health Service

The Merredin Health Service
redevelopment project budget is
$23.8 million, with $15.58 million
contributed through the State
Government's Royalties for Regions
program. Mukinbudin Health Centre
is entirely funded by the Royalties

for Regions program.
Images Courtesy of the WA Country
Health Service.
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Newly painted 1912 Guard’s Van at Merredin Railway Museum
By DEBBIE MORRIS

1904 to 1969.

The
Merredin
Museum
and
Historical Society was very pleased
to have completed the restoration of
the 1912 Guard’s Van by having it
professionally painted. The project
was funded by the Shire of Merredin
($3520) Collgar Wind Farm ($3200)
and the Museum ($2850).
The
Museum Committee are very
appreciative of the support from the
Shire and Collgar.

The Guard’s Van (or Brake Van; as
both terms were used) was a railway
vehicle equipped with a hand brake
which was applied by the guard.
They were often also used for
carrying parcels and light freight.

The Museum Committee are very
keen to ensure current and future
generations have the opportunity to
embrace Merredin heritage and the
Railway Museum provides an
opportunity to showcase Merredin’s
past, as an important railway
junction and the centre of Western
Australian Government Railway’s
maintenance operations on the
Eastern Goldfields Railway from

The Guard’s Van in the Railway
Museum was built by WAGR
Builders in 1912 at Midland Junction
and was donated to the Merredin
Railway Museum by Westrail
Northam.

Original Guard’s Mail Bag Waybill book

Original Guard’s Mail Bag

When freight trains were fitted with
continuous braking, Brake Vans lost
their
importance,
and
were
discontinued by many railways.

‘Remembering
the
past and planning for
the future’

Newly painted 1912 Guard’s Van
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Welcome Wednesday
Each
Wednesday
St
Mary’s
celebrates ‘Welcome Wednesday’.

spend time with their child
completing activities or partaking in
an activity the teacher has organised.

‘Welcome Wednesday’ is where
families are welcome to stay in their
child’s classroom until 9.00am and

Fun in the Kindy and Pre Primary

Every Thursday the Kindy and Pre
Primary classes combine to complete
a series of fundamental movement

games. Parent helpers come in to
join in the fun and to assist.
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HAPPY HALLOWEEN

The Team from Two Dogs
Skye King

Charles Hasson

Shaileigh Chrisp

Alessia Low

Lachlan
McKinnon
Daly McLean
Penny McKinnon
Michael, Chase, Violet, Gabrielle &
Piper-Lee

Odessa Ball
Occy
Aiden Postans
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Year 12 Awards Ceremony & Highest
Achievers
The annual Year 12 Awards
Ceremony was a special celebration
held on Thursday 24 October for the
2019 Merredin College graduating
students, families and staff at
Cummins Theatre.
The Dux of 2018 medallion was
presented to Liana Craine, who also
offered the graduating class some
words of encouragement and advice
as they choose their pathways.
Guest Speaker, Mrs Alli Butler from
Bruce Rock, provided inspiration for
the group with tales of her highs and
lows navigating her way through
life, searching for the "third door"
into a career in drama and comedy.
One of the highlights of the evening
was the presentation of the Top
Academic Achiever Awards and the
Honours Awards as well as the
renaming of the Most Consistent
ATAR award in honour of the much
missed
Gerard
Rennie.
The
Inaugural award was presented by
Susan Rennie on behalf of the
Rennie family in what was a
beautiful moment for the whole
community.
Merredin College congratulates these
students and wishes them the very
best for the future as they pursue
further education and employment.
Special Awards
Dux of 2018—Liana Craine
The Gerard Rennie Award for the
Most Consistent ATAR Student—
Chelsea Willis
Long Tan Youth Leadership and
Teamwork Award—Maddison Lane
Sportsperson of the Year Award—
Jack Downsborough
Merredin
Residential
College
Endeavour
Award—Cameron
Coulthard
Tiller Shield—Amy Tiller
Florence
Scanlon
Citizenship
Award—Chloe Coomber
Caltex Best All Rounder Award—
Chelsea Willis
Award for Excellence in Vocational
Education and Training—Jasmine
Spencer
Highest Achiever Award Winners
Cameron Coulthard - Certificate II in
Building and Construction [PathwayTrades]

Dux of 2018—Liana Craine

Juliet Durham-Ludlow - Foundations
English
Jade Gardiner - Certificate II in
Automotive Vocational Preparation
Febe Irving - General Physical
Education Studies & Certificate II in
Sport Coaching
Kayla Kelly - Certificate II in
Engineering Pathways
Maddison Lane - General English &
General Visual Arts
Courtney McWilliam - General
Mathematical Essentials
Maddison McWilliam - General
Dance & General Drama
Jasmine Spencer - General Career
and Enterprise & Certificate II in
Business
Alexander Rajagopalan - ATAR
Physics
Amy Tiller - ATAR Mathematical
Methods,
ATAR
Mathematical
Specialist & ATAR Chemistry
Mable Ugle - Inclusive Education
Award
Chelsea Willis - ATAR English,
ATAR Modern History, ATAR
Mathematical Applications, ATAR
Physical Education Studies & ATAR
Human Biology
Annalyce Wynne - General Food
Science and Technology
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Library Goes Pink
By WENDY PORTER
The Merredin Library hosted its
annual Pink Morning Tea on
Wednesday October 30 to raise
money for Cancer research. 43
people, both men and women,
attended the morning tea with many
others buying tickets in the raffle,
which was drawn by Senior Sergeant
Mark
Tobiassen.
This year several local businesses
donated either prizes or food for the
event. Special thanks go to Eastway
Food Supplies (including Priestleys
Gourmet
Delights),
Merredin
Flowers & Gifts, Merredin French
Hot Bread, Merredin Nextra and
Merredin Subway for helping library
staff to make the morning more

memorable. Many thanks also go to
Anita Metcalf, Pam Last, Jenny
Doncon, Ita Walker and Esther
Robartson for their wonderful cakes,
sandwiches, scones and more
importantly, their time and energy.
The morning tea donations and
raffles raised $786.65, all of which
will be sent to the Cancer Council.

Celebration of Farming
By MATT BALTOVICH
The Celebration of Farming was
held on the Burracoppin Oval on
the 26th of October, paying tribute
to the farmers who drive our
economy and do so much for our
community.
The event was coordinated by the
Burracoppin Football Club and the
Shire of Merredin, with the funds
raised from the event going towards
the survival bid of the Burra Cats.
Despite a minor hiccup at the
beginning of the event, the weather
was sensational and the turnout
reflected this. Families from all
over the Wheatbelt showed their
support and were treated to a
petting zoo, pony rides from the
very popular Elsa, shearing
demonstrations, various market
stalls, a bouncy castle, a
(temporary) bucking bull and live
performances from Perth bands BB
& Co and The Western Suntones.
Overall, the event was a huge
success and revellers continued on
into the night with the brilliant
Sophie Jane duo and Kenny P
providing the sounds of spring
which went down harmoniously
with a glass of bubbly or a nice,
cold beer.
A huge thank you to all the
volunteers who made this event
possible, especially Robyn Harrod,
Lyndsay Barker, Phil and Wayne
Davey,
Ian
and
Kate
Downsborough, Jodie Brooker and

anyone else I may be forgetting. A
huge thank you as well to Merredin
IGA who donated the food and
drink for the BBQ and CBH Group
for donating the generator and ice.
Finally, the Burracoppin Football
Club would like to express its
thanks to the Shire of Merredin for
their support in keeping our small
yet prosperous club alive. We hope
it will pay dividends in the future.
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St Mary’s Primary School Fete
By MICHELLE GETHIN
The St Mary's PS Fete is a biennial
event that raises funds for St Mary's
PS projects as well as creating a
cheap and cheerful day out with
family and friends. This year the
event was held on Saturday 21st
September and there were good
crowds for most of the day.
Highlights included the silent
auction, pony rides, horse poo lotto,
a small sideshow alley, longest footy
kick competition and showbags.

There were beautiful home made
cakes and biscuits on offer, an array
of interesting plants and arts and

crafts to buy as well as a huge
selection of secondhand books and
toys. With several St Mary's students
in the local dance school, the crowd
was also treated to an exquisite
dance display.

More, CSBP, Hutton & Northey,
BSS Agspray, Hon Mia Davies
MLA, Great Southern Fuels, Great
Eastern Freightlines, Middleton
Accountants, Hon Melissa Price MP,

Merredin Meats, the Water Corp,
Merredin Refrigeration & Gas,
Merredin Rural Supplies and Marie
Bartlett Tupperware Consultant, for
their fantastic support of our small
school.

At the end of the day, around
$13,000 was raised for the school
which will go into playground
projects and shade for the students.
The day wouldn't be possible without
the generous donations from local
sponsors and the St Mary's PS P&F
would like to thank major sponsors
Ag Implements Merredin, Tyre
Right and Rural Dance School WA
as well as Cliff Haines Tyres &
Myles Madaffari checking out the Lego
competition entries. Image courtesy of
Estelle Madaffari

The kids enjoyed pony rides at the Fete. Image courtesy of Estelle Madaffari

Rural Dance School

There were some great stalls to keep everyone happy
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Low Camera Club meeting
By GRANT STAINER
“Get low” was the theme for the
October meeting of the Merredin
Camera Club, which had us crawling
around to get the low down view.
Seven photos filled the theme section
this month, and another 7 photos
filled the open section. The judge
this month was by WAPJA judge
Veana Scott.
In the theme section, Ms Scott
awarded gold to Kate Caughey’s
“Low horse”. Equal silver went to
Lisa Fisher’s “Looking up” and
Grant Stainer’s “Poppy flower”.
Bronze was awarded to Kate
Caughey’s “Sparkling amber”.

In the open section, Ms Scott
awarded gold to Kate Caughey’s
“Ready”. Silver was awarded to Lisa
Fisher’s “Light across water”, and
bronze went to Grant Stainer’s
“Native bee”.
Ms Scott highlighted the importance
of things such as depth of field,
avoiding any distracting elements
(such as bright spots) in an image,
and ensuring there is something
unique or different about the image
that capture’s the viewer’s attention.
Club members voted somewhat
differently to Ms Scott, although the
votes were moderately spread out in
both the theme and open sections.
In the theme section, first place went

to Grant Stainer’s “Poppy flower”.
Second place went to Kate
Caughey’s “Low horse”, and third
place went to Grant Stainer’s
“Having dinner”.
In the club member’s open section
voting, first place went to Grant
Stainer’s “Hiss!” and second place
went to his “Native bee”. Third place
went to Kate Caughey’s “4 Love”.
The Merredin Camera Club holds
it’s enjoyable and relaxing meetings
at the old Merredin Library building
alongside the Fine Arts Society.

The next meeting will be on the 20
November, where the subject will be
“extreme or stormy weather”. Given
the forecast for the next month, this
could prove very tricky, so no doubt
we will need to get very creative and
potentially stretch the definition
somewhat!
The

‘4 Love’ by Kate Caughey

welcomes new members. For more
information about the Merredin
Camera Club, please email Daina
Sutherland at merredincameraclub
@yahoo.com.au

Merredin

Camera

‘Low horse’ by Kate Caughey

Club

‘Ready’ by Kate Caughey

‘Looking up’ by Lisa Fisher
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ARCHITECT

BEAUTICIAN

BOARDING KENNELS

CLEANER

COMPUTER TECH SUPPORT

EARTH MOVING

LAWYER

PEST CONTROL

for all domestic and
commercial cleaning in
the Wheatbelt
Call Graeme on
0458 391 232
LAWYER

SARAH SOMERS

LAWYER
Family Law – Divorce – Separation - Property
Settlement – Defacto Relationships
Children’s Issues – Contact/Residence
Competitive hourly rates – Reduced fee for
Initial Consultation

Serving the Wheatbelt Community
85 Fitzgerald St, Northam
9622 9687 / 0427725501
sarahsomers@iinet.net.au
ROOF MAINTENANCE

TOURS

TRAVEL ADVISOR
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Have Your Say on
the Future Drought
Fund
By ROSE CRANE
The Future Drought Fund Consultative
Committee’s public consultations across
Australia have begun.

GLASS SERVICES

INTERNET & COMMUNICATIONS

3 Easy Steps to
Connect to Faster
Internet
The process to connect is just 3 easy steps to connect to
faster internet

FREE Connections from July 1, 2019 *Conditions Apply
Step 1:
Step 2:
Step 3:

Register at www.crispwireless.com.au
Visit www.crispwireless.com.au and consider
our Plans. Make your selection and register.
We will sort the rest.
We complete a site survey of the premises,
you complete the paperwork and we connect
you.

CRISP Wireless is not NBN and its not Satellite. Our support
team are Australian based.

The committee has provided the government
with their plan for drought resilience through the
fund but must now consult the community as
part of the process legislated by the government.
The allocation of funds for projects and activities
will be guided by the resulting Drought
Resilience Funding Plan.
Federal Member for Durack Melissa Price is
urging all farmers and pastoralists to have their
say.
“This is an important opportunity for future
planning for the Federal government to support
Agriculture across Durack,” Ms Price said.
“There is an option to book a meeting with the
committee in Merredin Tuesday November 12.
However I appreciate that many people in
Durack are now busy with the annual grain
harvest or summer stock care so you can have
your input online,” she said.

JOIN US NOW AT www.crispwireless.com.au
*Conditions apply – a site survey ensures you can be
connected.

PHOTOCOPIERS COMMERCIAL

YOUR TRADE

The Consultative Committee is particularly
interested in hearing from farmers, local
communities and industry organisations.
Minister for Drought David Littleproud said the
consultations will help inform the Committee on
the best ways for the Future Drought Fund to
invest in drought resilience.
“The Fund will provide $100 million each year
from 1 July 2020 for projects that enhance our
preparations and responses to drought,” Minister
Littleproud said.
To have your say on the draft Drought
Resilience Funding Plan, go to the Have Your
Say: Future Drought Fund website. https://
haveyoursay.agriculture.gov.au/future-droughtfund. Register to attend a public consultation
event with the Future Drought Fund
Consultative Committee.

WASTE MANAGEMENT
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Our Wellbeing During Adolescent
Transition
ARIES—March 21 to April 19
Good things are about to happen. You may not
feel so comfortable in your own skin, but it is an
excellent time for travel, connections and social
mischief! If you are looking for love, it can be
found far afield, if you are in a relationship, a
partners dream will come true.
TAURUS—April 20 to May 20
A time of excitement and change, a chance to
expand on your knowledge, as knowledge is
power. You learn a lot about the motivations and
insecurities of other people. Time to cash in on
what is due to you. A financial windfall may be
on its way. An important secret comes to light.
GEMINI—May 21 to June 20
It is time to discover and report confidential
information to superiors that are important to the
work environment. A positive time for love and
partnership. The people you are together with
now feel like a breath of fresh air. You feel
motivated and invigorated.
CANCER—June 21 to July 22
A lot of old material will come up which makes
you think deeply about your emotional
connections. It is time to reassess information
and constructively discuss issues with the people
in your life. Something may need to be dropped
or done differently. Don’t be scared of cutting
out what doesn’t work for you.
LEO—July 23 to August 22
Some things will come to light about home and
family matters, which convince you that it’s time
to make some changes.
There may be
constructive moves at work that harness your
strongest colleagues to work more powerfully
together with you.
VIRGO—August 23 to September 22
A good time to express your views and reveal
some of the information you’ve uncovered
recently. A great time to use your imagination
and invest it in creative projects. An excellent
time for going over discussions that you have had
with siblings or children.
LIBRA—September 23rd October 22
Develop your mental and cultural sensitivities
and join with great people to enhance and express
optimism and wisdom. Someone dear to you
emerges from a very trying period and you can
join together on a venture which expands your
joint horizons through travel and education.

By TERRY AND THE TEAM, Regional Men’s
Health Initiative
Transition periods are a normal part of life, they
are ongoing through our many different ages and
stages and are often associated with varying
aspects of change or moving out of our comfort
zone. Most young people, regardless of attending
agricultural college or mainstream high school,
growing up on a farm or in the city (both male and
female) will have experienced some form of
change in recent years. Whether developmentally
(puberty), moving away from home, creating new
friendships or the expectations placed on you
around attitude, behaviour and study requirements,
change is inevitable.
At this time of the year many young people (and
their parents) are taking important steps to prepare
for the final stages of their high school journey and
transition into the beginning of their working lives.
If you are one of these young people and reading

CLASSIFIEDS
Baha’i Faith
Man must cut himself free from all prejudice and
from the result of his own imagination, so that he
may be able to search for truth unhindered. Truth
is one in all religions, and by means of it the unity
of the world can be realised.— ‘Abdu’l-Baha
Mob: 0418 679 126
Web: bahai.org

Employment Wanted
Clean HR Licence
National Police Certificate

15 years overnight experience, Merredin to
Kalgoorlie (multi drop)

SAGITTARIUS—Nov 22 to December 21
Things are looking up for you and great friends
and colleagues seek you out for good company
and advice, which you are only too happy to give.
This represents an opportunity to expand your
circle and express your very best qualities.
Happiness and success are on the agenda.

None Smoker



uncertainty and discomfort;



having to create new routines and habits (sleep
can be affected);



feelings of fear, worry or anxiousness (this is
normal, but if it’s ongoing and intense seek
help);



Increase in stress levels (some stress helps us
operate during difficult times, but we need
manage and keep an eye on our stress levels).

This all sounds a bit negative I know but the good
news is that if we talk about these things, normalise
our reactions and push through these times the
boundaries of our comfort zone will grow and
expand. We can gain satisfaction and meaning
from getting through such times. There will always
be some hold-ups, knock-backs, days when we
question our decisions and things just won’t go our
way. Transition is a process, so you need to allow
some time to settle in and adjust before you can
survive and thrive.
Here are a few tips to help with the next stages of
your life journey:


Accept change as a part of life “stop wishing
for what was and enjoy what is”;



Talk to your parents, peers and mentors about
how you’re feeling;



Make time for your passions & interests;



Exercise and take time to relax. No one can
work or study 24/7, time out is an important
part of your wellbeing and stress management;



Stay socially connected and take time to laugh
with others (not just on social media, get out
and create opportunities to form new
friendships and surround yourself with real
people);



Avoid drugs and alcohol use. If you do choose
to drink (when you’re 18) moderation and
knowing your limits are vital;



Use help or support services, they are there for
a reason.

References Available
Very Reliable

Call Anthony 0428 331 487

Position Vacant

CAPRICORN—Dec 22 to January 19
A constructive time, where you can work
creatively on modernising and getting practical
benefit from your strengths and talents. A time
for new developments which will enable you to
merge forces with people who have the ability to
make something great.

PISCES—February 19 to March 20
Someone you are close to reveals an important
secret, or when you are initiated into some
knowledge which very few people possess.
Things are progressing very well for you and it
seems that you are going to have your dreams
fulfilled just at the very end of the race.

Periods of transition come with a new set of
challenges that may put us under pressure. Moving
out of our comfort zone means exposing ourselves
to new and unfamiliar situations and can often lead
to:

Current Drivers Medical

SCORPIO—October 23 to November 21
You are emerging from a period where you have
been struggling with a sense of being isolated and
misunderstood. There may be a financial boost
now, or in a few weeks. This is also a time when
you reach a better understanding with partners,
especially when it comes to sharing.

AQUARIUS—January 20 to February 18
There are positive developments at home, which
help you to consolidate and build on some of the
changes that have been happening recently.
Professionally, a key time, when you are
presented with the results of an investigation or
when work you have been doing to bring secret
matters to light is rewarded.

this article it shows at least two things: 1. You have
already survived and thrived through one very
significant time of change and transition; 2. You
are taking positive steps and preparing yourself for
the next exciting transition of becoming a young
adult and entering the world of employment or
further study.

CASUAL OR FULL TIME
POSITION AVAILABLE
Merredin Freightlines are currently seeking an
MC Operator
Driver will be based out of our Merredin depot
Experience in Tipper Work is required
All applicants please email resume to
merredinfreightline@bigpond.com or call
08 9041 3444

All the best for your next stage of life and
remember …before it all gets too much… Talk to a
Mate!!
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Astronomy

What’s Up 8th—21st November 2019
By PETER BARRETT
A mostly bright fortnight with the
moon full on Tuesday 12th retreating
to a last quarter on the following
Tuesday. Also on the 22nd, Mercury
will be gone in front of the sun for it's
inferior conjunction. Venus however
is climbing higher into the evening
sky. Note the chart says 98%
illuminated so this planet should be
absolutely blinding at 7:30. The two
gas giants are still nicely positioned
for early evening viewing.
Galactic alignment is now occurring
at around ten o'clock. What is
galactic alignment? The galaxy has
the shape of a flat spiral. The central
plane of the Milky Way is that which

includes Galactic central point, and
about which the spiral is (roughly)
bilaterally symmetrical. Galactic
alignment occurs when this coincides
with the plane on which you stand
and your body therefore forms a
perpendicular to the Galaxy. Find a
hill and scan the horizon. Orion
Sirius and Canopus are rising.
Scorpius and Altair are setting. The
Southern Cross is upside down.
Fomalhaut is the only bright star
overhead. Nearly all the stars form a
thick garland around the entire
horizon. Look due north. The
Andromeda spiral galaxy, the nearest
to ours is clearly visible as a bright
cigar shaped cloud. The North taurid
meteor shower will be disappointing

this year because it will be competing
with the full moon. The Leonids next
week will suffer similar moon
pollution.
The moon is currently 407,000km
from us and is about the size of
Africa
at
3,500km
diameter.
Circumnavigation would be about
11,000km or the same as a flight
from Perth to Honolulu. The rotation
of the moon is tidally locked to it's
orbit and so the same side of the
moon always faces us. If we were up
there looking back, the earth would
just hang almost motionless in the
sky while the sun very slowly rose
and set each month. To see a lunar
eclipse from there would be truly

mind-boggling. With the earth
blocking the sun her atmosphere
would erupt in colour just as it does
for us at sunrise and sunset. The earth
would look like an enormous ball of
scintillating fire and everything
would glow red. It would be rather
difficult however for would-be lunarbased astronomers to get comfortable
for such an observation. The weather
on the moon varies from midday at
around the boiling point of water
down to MINUS 150 before sunrise.
Remember sunrise to sunset takes
two weeks, with "midday" and
"midnight" lasting a couple of earth
days. Far more comfortable for us to
look up at her from down here. Never
miss an opportunity to do so I say.

Student Achievements Celebrated at Dinner
By LINDSAY MCNEILL

industry.

The achievements and involvement
of the fourth and final group of
students to finish their agribusiness
degree at Muresk were celebrated at
a dinner recently.

“You took part in study trips to field
days,
exemplary
farms
and
agriculture
related
businesses
involved in production, handling,
transport, processing, manufacturing
and retailing. Practical classes
included crop monitoring, ram
selection, soil sampling and testing,
the anatomy and physiology of
ruminant digestion and so on. You are
taking with you into the workplace,
valuable skills including effective
communication,
assertiveness,
teamwork, leadership and the ability
to negotiate,” Dr Storer said.

The valedictory dinner at Lume
Restaurant
in
Northam
on
September 27, was for those who
have finished the three-year degree
offered at Muresk in a partnership
between Central Regional TAFE and
Charles Sturt University that started
in February 2014.
Twenty students and staff combined
for an evening of reminiscence, fun
and a farewell presentation by Head
of the School of Agribusiness at
Muresk, Professor Christine Storer.
Each of the graduating students
received an engraved glass mug as a
memento of their time at Muresk.
Dr Storer congratulated the students
on their participation in the theory
and wide range of practical
experiences as well as their
involvement with industry that were
part of the course. “Working in
small groups you got to know each
other and made the most of the
hands on learning program that
combined business management and
science relevant to agriculture along
with opportunities to network with

start-up funding ended before the
course was firmly established, Dr
Storer said.
The 10 or 12 students still enrolled in
the degree at Muresk will be able to
complete the course online and
receive their degrees at a later date.
Several have enrolled for a summer
school in Precision Agriculture and
Data Analysis that will run from
January 6 to the end of February

2020.
There will no longer be a three year
agribusiness degree at Muresk once
the
CRTAFE
School
of
Agribusiness tenure ends on
November 30. The graduation
presentation ceremony for this
year’s graduates will be in the
Muresk auditorium on Thursday,
April 16 next year.

Speaking after the dinner, she said
the Bachelor of Agricultural Business
Management was one of the most
highly regarded agribusiness degrees
in Australia. From the start, our
students have been keenly sought by
employers across the state. Almost all
are employed in agricultural research,
farm and rural business management,
agricultural extension, rural finance,
agricultural education and farm
merchandise from Geraldton to
Esperance.
The support we received by way of
scholarships, prizes, guest speakers,
hosting of visits, provision of work
placements and representation on the
advisory committee was phenomenal.
It is unfortunate that the government

Celebrating at the valedictory dinner, Tom Steber (Doodlakine), Julia Levtchenko
(Northam), Amelia Barton (Como), Zoe Norwell (Narrogin), Sandon Knipe (Northam),
Jarrod Barton (Guildford), Sienna Bergersen (Albany), Ulla Crossley (Woodanilling) and
Jessica Herzer (Northam)
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Lawn Bowls

Civic Bowling Club
By MARGARET JOHNSTON
The bowling club has had a very
busy fortnight, starting with the
Ladies Annual Gala Weekend which
was held on the weekend of October
26th and 27th.
There were teams from Port Bouvard

and Kalgoorlie and clubs in between.
This weekend always proves popular
with the bowlers. There is always
plenty of laughter and serious
bowling. The eventual winners of
the weekend were a team from
Westonia being J Smith, L
Downborough, D Jones and A
Pocock with the runners-up being a
team from Port Bouvard, J Boyce, H
Hollingsworth, J Briely, I Van Herk.
Without the sponsors, these events
are unable to be held and the club
once again thanks the following;
Transplus, Peter Jackson Funeral
Directors, Subway, Merredin Tourist
Park, Target Country, Dimensions,
Byfields
Accounting,
RSM
Accounting, Marleys Tranport, Tyre
Right, Merredin Motel & Gumtree
Restaurant, BWS Merredin, Jimmy’s
Chinese
Restaurant,
Merredin
Washing Machine Service, Merredin
CBH, Hutton & Northey Sales,
Kings Park Motel, Broadwater
Apartments and Windsor Lodge.
A big thank you to the ladies of
Civic who once again excelled in the
catering for the weekend.

2019 Championship Fours Winners Jo
Potter, Kay Bush, Gail Lane & Wendy
Postans

On Sunday 3rd November the Ladies
held their Championship Fours
Competition, this event is once again

sponsored by Edgecombe Jewellers,
the eventual winners were a team of
Kay Bush, Gail Lane, Jo Potter and
Wendy Postans and the runners-up
were Norma Henderson, Debbie
Heinrich, Judy Young and Elizabeth
Lane.

Coming Events

On Wednesday October 30th, the
ladies played Pennants against
Corrigin Blue, this was a very close
game and after 21 ends it finished in
a draw.

Saturday November 16th Civic v
Merredin Club

On Saturday 2nd and Sunday 3rd of
November, the Men played their
Pairs Championship.
In ideal
weather there was some excellent
bowling witnessed and late on
Sunday afternoon the final was
played with the winners being
defending champions Jed Shepherd
and Bill Richardson and runners-up
being Steve Gregory and Alan
Walker. This event is sponsored by
Northside Tavern. Once again the
club thank all sponsors for their
continued support.

Friday November 15th Sponsors 6pm

The Men played Narembeen in
Pennants recently with Civic Gold
having a win against Narembeen.
Maroon and Civic Blue lost to
Narembeen Gold.

Men
Mens Pennants November 9th Civic
host Bruce Rock
Friday November 15th Sponsors
Night 6pm

Ladies
Thursday November 14th Morning
bowls 9am

2019 Championship Pairs Winners Bill
Richardson & Jed Shepherd

THE PHOENIX Friday, November 8th, 2019

23

Basketball

Merredin Basketball
25th October 2019

Black (39) d. Blue (16)

Men

Best players: Codan
Callum Creek, Will Wall.

Demons (38) d. Bucks (16)
Titans (33) d. Thunder (19)

Daddow,

White (43) defeated Green (33)

Women

Best players: Lawrence Winmar,
Kris Hayden, Bailey Smith.

Sharks (40) d. Mystics Pink (11)

31st October 2019

Titans d. Burra (forfeit)
Mystics Blue (26) d. Sonics (16)
Fury d. Vets (forfeit)

Junior Under 12s
Blue (18) d. Black (10)
Maroon (35) d. White (12)
Green (14) d. Yellow (6)
Red (16) d. Light blue (14)
Girls Under 16s
Green (41) d. Yellow (17)
Best players: Georgina Squire,
Olivia Downsborough, Sarah Lloyd
Blue (40) d. White (20)
Best players: Maddie Hook, Ellie
Downsborough, Molly Walsh.

Best
players:
Ellie
Downsborough, Alyssa Taylor,
Sarah Lloyd.

Maroon (25) d. Blue (24)

Boys Under 16s

White (42) d. Red (39)

Black (40) d. Green (12)

Best players: Kris Hayden, Kyle
Wilcox, Buddy Winmar.

Best players: Codan Daddow, Tre
Ring, Todd Lane.

Men

Shooting

Demons (43) d. Thunder (36)
Bucks (36) d. Bulls (22)

Merredin Rifle Club

Women
Mystics Blue (41) d. Fury (20)
Vets (22) d. Titans (6)
Burra (31) d. Mystics Pink (24)
Sharks (29) d. Sonics (12)
Junior Under 12s
Maroon (21) d. Black (12)
Blue (17) d. Light blue (16)
Green (12) d. white (11)
Red (13) d. Yellow (11)
Girls Under 16s

19th November 2019

Club

2 x 10 shot match’s at 700 yards

6. D Allen FTR 34, Retired after first
round, Merredin Rifle Club

1. B Routledge FS 97 Merredin Rifle
Club
2. T Stoeckel FS 95 Bencubbin Rifle
Club

3rd November 2019
2 x 10 shots @ 300 yards
1. D. Allan FTR 108.1

3. J Thompson FS 90 Bencubbin
Rifle Club

2. B. Routledge SF 106.2

3. J Ayres FS90 Merredin Rifle Club

3. P Hughes FO Bencubbin 100.1
4. J Ayers FO 90

Boys Under 16s

Blue (28) d. Green (25)

4. P Hughes FS 88.2 Bencubbin
Rifle Club

Maroon (41) d. Red (36)

Best players: Phoebe Hayden, Olivia
Downsborough, Molly Walsh.

5. R Gamble FO 77 Merredin Rifle

Best players: Harry Sharp, Kyle
Wilcox, Jay Fuller.

Best players: Jay Fuller, Campbell
Woodfield, Harry Sharp.

5. E Partridge Hunters 65

White (28) d. Yellow (24)

Science

Formation of wine legs
By GRANT STAINER
If you have ever seen wine swirled in
a glass and then left to sit, you may
have noticed the wine ‘legs’ or
‘tears’ that are often talked about by
wine aficionados.
These droplets fall from a ridge of
liquid that sits on the side of the
glass, well above the surface level of
the wine in the glass. These droplets
continue to fall down the side of the
glass for an unexpectedly long
period of time, and also tend to
bounce a little just above the surface
level of the wine.
These wine legs are a result of the
Marangoni effect, which describes a
surface tension gradient.
To get an idea of how a surface
tension gradient works, try the
following experiment. Pour some
water onto a plate and sprinkle it
lightly and evenly with nutmeg.
Then place a drop of dishwashing
liquid onto your finger and touch the
water in the centre of the plate. The
nutmeg will shoot to the sides of the
plate.
This is because the dishwashing
liquid creates a zone of low surface
tension in the middle of the plate,
and the water at the edge of the plate
still has high surface tension. This

tension gradient results in the liquid
surface being pulled to the zone of
high surface tension.
Wine is a mix of alcohol and water.
Alcohol evaporates much faster than
water does.
Where the surface of the wine meets
the side of the glass, a meniscus
forms, which is very thin, thereby
enhancing evaporation.
The enhanced evaporation of alcohol
at the meniscus results in a higher
concentration of water at the sides of
the glass compared to the rest of the
wine.

glass.
The tears of wine bounce when they
return to the surface of the wine, and
this is because the flow of liquid up
the side of the glass is so strong.
Whilst this may sound like an
obscure and superfluous fact, the
Marangoni effect applies to many
other things, such as in certain types
of welding, where the temperature
gradients affect where and how the
metal flows.
Another important application of the
Marangoni effect is for drying silicon
wafers after a wet processing step

during the manufacture of electronic
circuits.
So wine ‘legs’ or ‘tears’ are directly
related to the alcohol content of the
wine (or other alcoholic drink) and
caused by the Marangoni effect.
For more information, check out the
YouTube
video
at
https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Q_6-XsIgA&feature=youtu.be&app=desk
top
There are also plenty of scientific
journal articles about the Marangoni
effect and wine legs.

This results in a surface tension
gradient directed towards the side of
the glass. This surface tension
gradient results in the liquid
travelling up the side of the glass.

The higher the alcohol concentration,
the stronger the surface tension
gradient and hence the more the wine
travels up the side of the glass to
form a ridge well above the surface
of the wine. The wine travelling up
the side of the glass effectively
becomes an extremely enhanced
meniscus.
The ridge from which the tears fall is
constantly being replenished by new
liquid travelling up the side of the

Image courtesy of thefrenchcellar.sg
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Merredin Bowling Club - 100 Year Celebrations
By PETER GERRAND
On Saturday 2nd November, the
Merredin Bowling Club celebrated its
100 year anniversary.
Several dignitaries attended including
Hon Mia Davies MLA, the Member
for Central Wheatbelt and leader of the
National Party in WA. Long standing
members and friends to the Club
including Jim Flockart, John Oliver,
Phil Thompson, Lindsay Cuttern and
Richard Last attended the event and
enthralled the crowd with stories about
the Club and its amazing history. Mia
Davies
emphasised
what
an
outstanding achievement it was for the
Merredin Club to reach 100 years
because there are very few clubs in
WA that have reached that milestone.
Life members John Gribble, Mike
Kendrick, Helen Campbell and Frank
Playforth were on hand to welcome
three new members to the 'Life
Member' club. Peter Gerrand, Sam
Musca and Errol Pustchuken (post
humous) received the honour of life

Graham Forrest, Trevor Thompson, Steve
Wilson & Terry Anderson

membership.
Speeches on the night reiterated how
proud the present and past members of
the club were to have reached the 100
years milestone and how the club has
been an important part of the Merredin
community during all that time.
Guests were told about the many
changes to the Clubhouse buildings
over the years and how although there
are only around 100 members now, in
its heyday the club had over 600
members.
Many
longstanding
community
families including the Lasts and
Whiteheads and many others had long
associations with the club.
Apart from being a sporting club, the
Merredin Club has provided a free
venue for community members to hold
wakes, functions and community
events for many of those 100 years.
The club is a private club and as such
does not receive any funding or
subsidies from local, state or federal
governments.
Groups that currently use our facilities
are farmers, sporting and social
groups,
seniors,
families
and
businesses.
Our marquee event is the Merredin
15 000 - one of the most recognised
events in WA. Quite remarkable that
such a small club can host an event
that attracts significant social and
economic benefits to our region.

Peter Gerrand, Tanya Pustchuken (who accepted the life membership on behalf of Errol
Pustchuken) and Sam Musca who received life memberships

Pam Gribble, Ada Barnett, Peter
Gerrand, Diedre Pettit & Sue France

Terry Anderson, Hon Mia Davies MLA &
Gordon Nelson

