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By PHILIPPA DAVEY 

The Burracoppin Football Club 
recently hosted a Community 
Ball to raise funds for the 
continued running of their not for 
profit community club.  The Ball 
was a great success with 85 
people coming along in their 
finery to socialise, eat, drink and 
dance the night away.  

The ball was held in the beautiful 
Cummins Theatre in Merredin 
and was all twinkly and sparkly 
for the magical night.  DJ Kenny 
kicked off the night with some 
fantastic music from all the eras. 
Dimensions provided the catering 
with incredible cocktail food that 
delighted the taste buds 

Burracoppin Football Club Ball 

Gerard Brown and Georgia Baker Gwen Price 

throughout the night.  Emma 
Nicholls from Em Louise 
Photography was the professional 
photographer for the night and 
took some absolutely stunning 
photos to capture the memories 
created on the night. 

A great big thank you to all of the 
community and club members 
who turned out to support the 
event.  Without support of the 
community, local clubs would not 
be able to continue to operate and 
the opportunities to be part of 
sporting clubs would cease to 
exist.   Due to the success of the 
evening, Burracoppin are 
considering the possibility of this 
becoming an annual event. 

Philippa Davey, Kate Downsborough, Kylie Squire, Jodie Brooker, Andrea Major 

L—R back row: Brianna Greenham, Alyce Rogerson, Allex Allen, Bree Mulder, Natalie 
Beale, Lauren Marino, Front row: L - R front row: Ellie Dunn, Rebecca Ryan and Amelia 

Baltovich  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Every Saturday—Tammin Market Day—
Puma Tammin Roadhouse—9.00am – 
1.00pm call Glenice Batchelor 0428 371 221 
for more info. 

Friday 9th & Saturday 10th June  

Happy Campers—Cummins Theatre—7pm.  
Call 9041 3295 for more info. 

Sunday 11th June 

Happy Campers—Cummins Theatre—2pm.  
Call 9041 3295 for more info. 

Tuesday 13th June 

WADSA—archery, Frisbee, golf & remote 
cars—Merredin Rec Centre—1pm—3pm.  
Call Hannah on 9470 1442. 

Friday 16th June 

The Secrets to Style Workshop—Narembeen 
CRC—3.30pm—7pm. $120 per person.  
Call Narembeen CRC 9064 7055. 

Saturday 17th June 

Give Me 5 for Kids Quiz Night—Merredin 
Bowling Club—6.30pm.  $10 per ticket.  
Call Triple M  9041 6691 for more info. 

Monday 19th June 

Bruce Rock Quiz Night—Bruce Rock Shire 
Hall—6pm—10pm—$80 per table—Call 
Bruce Rock CRC 9061 1687. 

THE PHOENIX 
Produced fortnightly  

Merredin Community Resource Centre 
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Upcoming Editions 

23rd June 

7th & 21st July 

Available as an online subscription, 

www.merredincrc.com 

Saturday 24th June 

Rumour Has It—Cummins Theatre, 
Merredin—6pm  10pm—Call 9041 3295 for 
tickets and info. 

REGULAR EVENTS 

0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup 
for 0—4 year olds.  Contact Emma Fitzsimons 
on 9041 0962 or 
efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au 

A-Choired Taste (former ly Mer redin 
Community Singers) – All levels welcome 
and all tastes catered for. Monday evening at 
the Senior Centre. 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm. Further 
information Langley Smith 0409 106 649. 

All Saints Anglican Church—Cnr Haig Rd 
and South Ave.  First, Second, Third and Fifth 
Sundays at 10am.  Fourth Sunday at 11:30am 
followed by a shared lunch.  The Rev’d Brett 
Guthrie 0427 605 331, Warden Su Riley 0427 
412 709  

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 
9.30pm at the Masonic Lodge in Coronation 
St.  First night is free.  Beginners to advanced.  
Call Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see Sue at the 
Chemist or Lyn at the Post Office. 

Camera Club—Next meeting 14th June 7pm, 
playgroup building, Throssell Road.  June’s 
theme: Fire: friend or foe. Photos due by 5th 
June.  Contact Daina for more info:  
dainasutherland@bigpond.com    

Church of Christ—Throssell Road, 10am 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

SPIKE SAYS 

“If you won lotto, where are you going and with who?” 

Wanda Ash— “Stay in town and spend locally.  Create a top level 
thoroughbred and harness racing complex in town.  Build a 
chairlift from town centre to the top of Merredin Rock – 
incorporating a café/restaurant.  It’s all about promoting 
Merredin!” 

Lance Fleay— “I’d take a trip to the Antarctic so I could freeze my 

assets (perhaps after a world trip).  I’d take my wife and family.” 

Kelly Kudas— “Back to New Zealand in a heartbeat! With my 

kids, parents and Darren.” 

Skye King— “I’d take a trip around Europe for six months with my 

sister and brother.” 

Sunday Worship and Sunday School Ph 0408 
484 711 

Junior Golf—Sundays 9am—11am—8 
weeks only starting May 7 $30 for 8 weeks.  
Call Brian 0424 655 069. 

Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis 
on 0411 984 123 for more info. 

 

Merredin Churches Fraternal—PO Box 
463, Merredin, Malcolm Clark  9041 5215 

Merredin Museum & Historical Society—
Meetings first Wednesday of the month 
5.00pm at Railway Museum.  All Welcome. 

Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30. Call 
Stephen for more info on 0428 412 213. 

Merredin United in Prayer—Cornerstone 
Christian Bookshop, 7pm last Thursday of the 
Month 

People’s Baptist Church—Kellerberrin, 
10am Sunday Worship, Ph 0435 284 796 

Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—
11.30 during the school term at Throssell 
Road, opposite the pool.  Contact Carissa 
Amm on 0433 340 441. 

Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each 
month, 12 noon, Shed Restaurant unless 
otherwise advised, contact Julie Townrow 
0429 411 377 or email 
julietownrow@westnet.com.au  

Revolution Youth—Church of Christ, 

Throssell Road, Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm 
(School terms), Emma Aitken 0487 351 167 

Roman Catholic Church—South Avenue, 
6.30pm Saturday, 11am Sunday, Father 
Andrew Bowron, Ph 9041 1118 

Senior’s Centre Craft Group—Wednesday 
mornings 9.30—11.30, bring your own crafts, 
learn a new craft or just come for a chat. 

Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every 
Thursday morning 10.00—11.30am at the 
Senior’s Centre.  Free.  All welcome. 

Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—
3.00pm at the Senior’s Centre. Afternoon tea 
to follow.  Free. 

Seventh-day Adventist Church—Kitchener 
Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship, 9.30am 
Saturday Bible Study.  Ph 0457 423 060 or 
9045 3056 

Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the 
Merredin Library, for children up to 5 years 
old. 

Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their 
stories or just listen. Mondays 10.00am—
11.30am, starting with morning tea.  Senior’s 
Centre.  $1. 

Tribal Belly Dancing—Fun and fitness for all 
ages and levels of experience.  Mondays 
5.30—7.00pm.  First night is free. 110 Barrack 
Street. Contact Kirsty 9041 1041. 

Uniting Church—Fifth Street, 9am Sunday 
Service, Ph 0457 329 850. 

Thumbs down to people who 
can't be bothered to bin their 
rubbish, and to the poor 
condition of the paths in South 
Merredin.  Thumbs up to the 
Merredin Shire workers who 
do their best to look after our 
parks & gardens. Thumbs up to 
the staff who produce The 
Phoenix a great newspaper—
Wendy Farrington 

Thumbs down to cats who 
roam at night jumping on 
people's cars and leave 
scratches in the paintwork.   
Thumbs up to the responsible 
cat owners who keep their cats 
inside at night—Sharon Yates 

Thumbs down to doing exams. 
Thumbs up to the awesome 
staff at the CRC who let you do 
the exams here than having to 
travel to Perth or in my case 
Adelaide—Emma Davis 

mailto:dainasutherland@bigpond.com
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By MICHELLE MARKS—Shire 
of Merredin 

The Central East Aged Care Alliance 
(CEACA) is constructing 75 
Independent Living Units (ILU) 
across 12 towns in the Wheatbelt as 
part of the Senior Housing 
Development project. For Merredin, 
this development will see 28 of these 
ILUs located on the western part of 
the old North Merredin Primary 
School site.  At Council’s May 2017 
meeting the development application 
for the CEACA Inc. Seniors Housing 
Development for Merredin was 
approved.  

The ILUs will be built to 
contemporary universal friendly 
design, meet the Gold or Platinum 
level requirements of the Liveable 
Housing Design Requirements and 
feature Dementia Enabling 
Environment Principles. All ILUs 
are single story with 2 bedrooms, 
and 3 different floor plans are 
available.  

The development endeavours to 
create a central communal open 
space that could be used by residents 
for gardening, BBQs and social 
gatherings. This central space 
connects to the entrance of the 
existing buildings on site which may 
also be used for further community 
uses or events in the future. The key 
priorities in setting out the site layout 
was retaining as many of the existing 
trees as possible and creating 
positive and attractive street/
communal open space frontages. 

The following table details the type 
and number of ILUs included in the 
Merredin development. 

The Gold standard ILUs offer a full 
bathroom, a separate toilet room, and 
a full laundry room (with an 
alternative wet area configuration 
that includes a study nook, separate 
toilet room, laundry room, but no 
toilet in the main bathroom). The 

Platinum standard ILUs allow for a 
full bathroom plus an additional 
toilet in the laundry room. All ILUs 
allow for a generous private 
courtyard accessed off the lounge 
room, a single carport and external 
store room, as well as a fenced-in 
private yard to screen clothes drying 
racks and bins etc. The Gold 
standard ILUs are designed to be 
able to attach to another like ILU or 
be freestanding. The Platinum 
standard ILUs are always 
freestanding. 

The ILUs have been designed to fit 
in harmoniously with the 
surrounding site context, taking cues 
from the traditional residential 
buildings by using gable and hip 
roofs and street-facing verandahs. 
The detailing and colour palettes 
however, offer a more contemporary 
and fresh approach that refer to more 
modern design trends. 

On behalf of CEACA Inc, the Shire 
of Merredin is seeking expressions 
of interest from residents who may 
be interested in either renting or 
purchasing an ILU following 
construction. The project is still in its 
early stages, and some of the finer 
details are yet to be defined by 
CEACA, however registering your 
interest allows us to keep you up to 
date with information as it becomes 
available. Feedback received to date 
on the proposal and interest from 
prospective residents has been 
positive and well received. 

To register your interest or for 
further information please contact 
Vanessa at the Shire on 9041 1611 
or ea@merredin.wa.gov.au, or call 
into the Shire Administration during 
office hours. 

About CEACA 

The Central East Aged Care Alliance 
(CEACA) is a partnership of 11 
Wheatbelt Shires (Bruce Rock, 
Kellerberrin, Koorda, Merredin, Mt 

Marshall, Mukinbudin, Nungarin, 
Trayning, Westonia, Wyalkatchem 
and Yilgarn) formed in 2012 and 
formalised as an incorporated 
association in mid-2015. CEACA 
Inc. has the purpose of capturing 
economic benefit in the Wheatbelt 
by providing older people with the 
necessary services and infrastructure 
to remain living in their community. 
The key area of activity for CEACA 
Inc. is in the provision of appropriate 
housing options and public 
infrastructure that meets the needs of 
seniors. It also has the potential in 
the future to provide health and 
home support services to residents 
within its communities. 

A1 Pictorial 

A2 Pictorial 

D1 Pictorial 

Senior Housing Development leaps forward 

Unit 
Type 

FECA Size 
(m2) 

Number 
Proposed 

Universal 
Access 

Vehicle 
Access 

Front 
Door 

Out-
door 
Living 

A1 88.8 14 Gold South North North 

A2 90.7 6 Platinum South North North 

D1 85.8 8 Gold North South North 

TOTAL   28         

mailto:ea@merredin.wa.gov.au
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My Thoughts 

Write a letter to the editor of 

up to 500 words and email it to  

administration@merredincrc.com 

By LANGLEY SMITH 

Last year I was fortunate enough to 
travel for ten months across 
Australia, including South Australia, 
Victoria, Tasmania, NSW, and 
across to New Zealand, visiting 
hundreds upon hundreds of small 
and smaller country towns. In doing 
so I saw so many wonderful ideas, 
ideas that we could use in our town. 

In my opinion Merredin is 
positioned extremely well, to not 
only expand but to prosper, just by 
judicious action and wise planning. 
We don’t have a single industry such 
as a coal fired power plant that could 
close and leave thousands jobless, as 
will happen in places like Traralgon 
in Victoria in time to come or a car 
industry to close such as the several 
in Adelaide and Victoria. We have 
small businesses and large broad 
acre farms. One can say that these 
are diminishing as well in job 
numbers for example in the late 
1960’s 70’s share farming started 
and farmers started moving to the 
city, farms started getting bigger 
with farmers turning up at cropping 
time, with managers, leased 
properties, that still continues but the 
fact is farms will continue, yes with 
drones and all sorts of huge new 
machinery and technology. Small 
businesses are closing in the town 
because of overpriced rents, 
restrictive Shire laws, greed and not 

embracing change into this shrinking 
modern world. 

As I visit our town shopping centre I 
see older folk like me, one or two 
young mums and families, rarely see 
young men although I know they are 
about, those younger ones must be 
here however I just don’t see them. 
We send our kids off to Scotch, 
Hale, Guildford, Methodist Ladies 
College and finally University. 
However, we need to attract those 
young (town planning) minds back 
and use that education for rural 
country not expanding the cities. Let 
them broaden their horizons but after 
a while bring them back with that 
knowledge earned. 

At the beginning of the year a new 
business, Orana Cinemas 
commenced.  Sometimes I see quite 
a few cars out the front.  I have been 
twice. This is a business that should 
attract the younger generations, let’s 
hope so. 

We keep hearing we have a 
wonderful asset in Cummins Theatre 
and whilst audiences turn up, 
numbers could be greatly improved. 
I don’t know the budget for the 
Cummins Theatre, I did read Council 
budgets entirely for the last two 
years and found lump sums, 
everything in together. I do know 
however that the Annual Advertising 
budget for Cummins is around 

$3000, and if my information is 
correct (Shire Budget) it is being cut 
in this year’s budget. As a rule of 
thumb advertising is usually 10% to 
12% of the Annual Budget. 

Ideally your marketing budget will 
be driven by your business goals. - 
What do you want to achieve? - How 
much revenue do you need to 
generate? - What does that equate to 
in sales? - How many leads do you 
need to generate a certain number of 
sales of a certain value? 

Very regularly on both WIN and 
GWN7 advertising for Geraldton 
Queens Theatre, Albany, Bunbury, 
and Kalgoorlie and even Mandurah 
theatres occur. I have never seen one 
on Television for Cummins Theatre, 
there may have been but I have never 
seen one. Little A4 posters on 
rubbish bins are good, but not real 
advertising.  People don’t really read 
them because they are always there, 
maybe use luminescent colours to 
make a better attraction. Woolworths 
have moved into town in the form of 
BWS.  How do I know? It’s bright 
orange.  

I am a regular on Facebook, but 
Merredin in the main isn’t, maybe 
it’s the older generation, if they do 
view the page they never ‘Like’ it.  I 
am regularly (not always) the only 
one who likes the Councils postings 
on FB and very few like or 
acknowledge Cummins Theatre 
Facebook pages although Cummins 
pages are far better acknowledged 
than that of the Shires. What am I 
saying! We need to make changes 
with younger minds and energy, we 
need to embrace change and change 
the old! We need to be innovators 
and motivators, not followers and 
hangers on, because in my mind 
that’s what our Shire does, follow 
others when it’s all over and been 
done elsewhere and hanging on to 
others ideas and others leadership. 
Not an innovative approach but a 
copying one. We need to believe in 
ourselves. We need to be doers! 

Relying on an ageing town (farmers 
and their families retire coming into 
town) to support our businesses, 
attractions and services, will just 
commit us to further demise. We 
need to attract others in the bigger 
world. We need to (really) attract the 
passing tourist trade; we need to put 
on bigger shows on much bigger 
budgets, with outside sponsorship 
drawing people to our town. I ask, 
have you ever been to Perth just to 
see a show. Have you ever been 
anywhere else in Australia to see a 

show or event? My guess is the 
answer is yes. It was that attraction 
that took you elsewhere and you 
spent your dollars there. 

As has been seen in the last year the 
previous Liberal Government, cut 
the services of the Merredin Link in 
a trial to just one service a week, 
please explain? Apparently in order 
to increase patronage they cut 
services? Oh yeah I see how that 
works! It’s the same here as it 
appears the Shire is decreasing the 
Cummins advertising budget to 
increase patronage? Watch for this 
one and see what happens! 

In rural South Australia, cropping 
country airfields around runways and 
road verges where no trees exist even 
very narrow strips right up to the 
farmer’s fence and to the road edge 
is done for the benefit of funding 
Rural Towns Community Groups. 
The relevant Shires involved have 
changed their by-laws and the 
community groups are thriving. The 
cropping at these places being done 
by relevant farmers and community 
groups.  

Recycling is the big buzz word, 
apparently we used to have recycling 
at our refuse site.  Someone was 
rorting apparently, it was closed! 
Some nutter blew up and killed kids 
at a concert in London.  They didn’t 
stop all concerts, and they are putting 
on more concerts now with more 
security. These people believe in 
themselves and believe in good. We 
need to change our attitude; we need 
a new young fresh dynamic 
approach.  

Free internet at the library with 
plenty of computers for our kids, 
(many in town can’t afford high 
speed broad band) free internet at the 
visitors centre and the CRC for the 
caravan trade (all with included 
advertising of our town its attractions 
and services). In 
the towns where 
I saw this and 
there were many 
not a few, many, 
in my view 
those places 
were 
progressive and 
growing. Just 
saying. 

Since writing 
this article the 
new State 
Government is 
returning Merredin Link to three 
days a week starting in July. 

Langley Smith 
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Tales of the Past 
I once taught at a small school east 
of Wiluna. Parents of the children 
worked on stations around the area 
so the students lived in dormitories 
on the property. We provided all 
the care needed for the children, 
including meals. We also baked our 
own bread which we set overnight 
and was usually successful. 

However, sometimes the yeast did 
not work and we were left with a 
large tub of unrisen dough. One 
Thursday evening the cook and I 
set two large tubs of bread dough as 
we had builders there and needed to 
feed them also. Next morning 
(Friday) one tub was well risen, but 
the second was just a mass of 
“gluey” flour. We quickly made a 

second batch of bread to rise during 
the day, but what to do with the 
unrisen contents? We called one of 
the men to take it away and asked 
him to bury it. He brought a wheel 
barrow and trundled the mess out 
of sight. We finally had enough 
bread to feed everyone so relaxed. 

However,  the builders took a rest 
on the Saturday afternoon and went 
for a walk in the bush. Under one 
tree they saw an unusual sight – a 
huge mushroom. They got a stick 
and poked the centre of said 
mushroom which promptly 
collapsed. They had discovered the 
burial place of the discarded and 
unrisen bread dough. The yeast had 
finally worked – forty hours later. 

24th June 2017 

Jeffrey Legge was convicted of 
assault occasioning bodily harm 
and unlawful assault with 
circumstances of aggravation and 
received a suspended imprisonment 
order, he was convicted of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(Methylamphetamine), he was 
convicted of possessing a 
prohibited drug (Cannabis), and 
was convicted of possessing drug 
paraphernalia in or on which there 
was a prohibited drug or plant, 
fined $350 and received a 
suspended imprisonment order.  

Court Report 

By SHAHEEDA CHELAT 

Last week, Perth's 96FM radio 
station was delivered a piece of 
mail that had been lost with 
Australia Post for the last 34 
years, resulting in a country-wide 
search for the sender dubbed 
#FindRobyn. 

The piece of mail in question was 
an 1983 competition entry form - a 
milk carton cut-out, for a 
“Brownes Dairy Choc Rock 
Contest” on 96FM where the 
winner won “a complete set of the 
Top 96 Albums” of all time. 

It’s an incredible piece of Perth 
and 96FM competition history, 
and nobody knows where on earth 
this entry has been for three and a 
half decades. When asked, 
Australia Post said they had no 

Mail delivered after 34 years 

idea why it took 34 years to deliver 
the letter - it apparently just showed 
up one day. 

96FM’s Carmen & Fitzi spent the 
past week trying to find the entrant, 
Robyn Auld, who mailed the letter 
from an address in Como, WA in 
1983. They called out on-air and 
across their social media channels 
for people to help “Find Robyn” 
because they wanted to find out 
more about this incredible story and 
do something nice for her. 

And  they found her! 

Robyn Auld has now married and 
is Robyn Liebeck.  She lives on a 
farm in a little town called 
Muntadgin (just outside Merredin) 
in regional WA, but a relative heard 
the search on the radio in Perth and 
gave her a call. Robyn then had her 

children get in contact with 96FM 
via their Facebook page and they 
invited her in-studio this morning to 
discuss sending in the competition 
entry and the mystery of this lost 
mail. Robyn travelled 300 km to get 
to Perth for the meeting - despite it 
being the busiest time of year on the 
farm with seeding currently taking 
place. 

Robyn was a 21 year old secretary at 
the time in 1983, and was renting the 
South Terrace house in Como. A big 
music fan, she remembers entering 
the competition and admits that she 
actually entered the competition 
countless times because she wanted 
the music prize so much. 

As a surprise, Carmen & Fitzi along 
with a Brownes Dairy representative 
this morning presented Robyn with a 
cheque to the value of $2,000 which 
is the value of the 96 albums she 

Carmen & Fitzi and a Brownes Dairy representative present Robyn Liebeck with a 

$2,000 cheque 

would have won should she have 
been the winner of the original 
competition. 
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By LANGLEY SMITH 

Bright and early on Wednesday 1st 
May men were gathering outside the 
Men’s Shed in Bates Street offering 
tender words of greeting to their 
best mates as they arrived such as 
“G’day you clueless loser”, anyway 
thanks to the Nukarni Football Club 
who’s  bus was waiting, driven by 
Peter McCrae.  We find him pacing 
up and down and around as three 
members hadn’t arrived early 
enough, scenes and sounds 
reminiscent of robust debate in 
parliament (LOL Living On Lipitor) 
what a laugh.  

Phone calls were being made; one 
member strolled in with a different 
time frame on his mind. Someone 
said grab the first aid kit and the 
defibrillator, oh do we need that 
we’ve got Romolo Patroni!  

So we drive off looking for other so 
called late comers who were found 
in various parts of town and away 
we went. Crikey with all the chat 
that was going on one couldn’t 
make themselves heard. Trev was 
discussing how the Rothschild’s 
were controlling the world. We 
picked up another wanderer Barry 
Smith at Hines Hill and then on to 
Doodlakine where Terry Keital was 
waiting. Jimmy Flockart and Khaki 
Campbell were pointing out that 
some paddocks had too much 
roundup and some bloke had 
something wrong with his seeder, 
then someone shouted keep your 
eyes on the road. Everyone was 

Men’s Shed adventure 
having a ball and the camaraderie 
was fabulous. A quick pit stop at 
Meckering some availing 
themselves of a great coffee at the 
new Colton’s Café and preserves 
manufacturing company and some 
others shouting out “that’s the ladies 
mate, the men’s is on the other 
side”. Onward and upwards we went 
and picked up Kevin Cahill at 
Mundaring, where we heard all 
about the Agricultural Show and it’s 
going on. 

We arrived at the Western 
Australian Aviation Heritage 
Museum Bullcreek in Perth at 1100 
hours much ado about nothing was 
made about the parking of the bus, 
certainly lots of direction. That done 
John Tuppen who had in times past 
been a guide at the Museum had 
organised the tour and introduced us 
to our fabulous guide for the day 
Paul. We were treated to see 23 
fully restored aircraft including the 
Avro Anson, the Avro Lancaster, 
the Bell UH-1H Iroquois, Catalina, 
Dakota DC7, Moth Minor, Link 
Trainer, Tiger Moth, Wirraway CA-
5 and Wackette CA-6. The 
Museum's Wackett was the personal 
aircraft of Horrie Miller, one of 
Australia's pioneer airmen, and 
founder of MacRobertson Miller 
Airlines (MMA) which served 
Western Australia for 30 years some 
Wacketts were converted by 
Kingsford Smith Aviation for use as 
agricultural aircraft, as the KS-2 and 
KS-3 Crop master. The attention to 
detail in the restoration of these 
machines left one breathless; they 

gleamed as if they had just been 
rolled out of the factory. 

John Tuppen was treated to 
something extra special when a 
surprise visit from his daughter and 
two grandchildren turned up to see 
their pop. After lunch the men were 
able to go and browse by themselves 
for a while.  

Roll call was had and everyone 

boarded the Merredin Flyer oops 
sorry the Nukarni footy bus, this 
time driven by Phil Sachse for the 
return journey. We arrived back at 
the Men’s Shed around 6pm very 
tired and very happy having had 
such a great day out.  

If you would like to join the Men’s 
Shed there are a few more trips 
planned for the future, contact 
Dennis on 0411 984 123 

http://www.raafawa.org.au/museum/bell-uh-1h-iroquois
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By HANNAH JENKINS 

The completion of a turnout 
installation in the Merredin town 
site today marked the end of a three 
year upgrade of rail infrastructure 
in the town, which is a major hub 
along the Eastern Goldfields 
Railway (EGR).  

The final turnout installation 
involved over 30 Brookfield Rail 
employees and local contractors 
from Merredin, Northam and the 

Brookfield Rail completes three year upgrade program in Merredin 
Goldfields working through a 
single 10 hour shut down of the 
EGR, with minimal disruption to 
services along the network.  

The $3 million upgrade was carried 
out along the track between the 
Mary and Barrack Street level 
crossings and involved the 
installation of 3,000 concrete 
sleepers, two new concrete turnouts 
and an upgrade of the Barrack 
Street level crossing.  

The EGR is a vital section of the 
freight rail network, providing the 
only rail connection to the east 
coast of Australia, transporting 
around 80% of all containerised 
freight, and providing bulk 
minerals and grain customers with 
access to Fremantle and Kwinana 
ports.  

The upgrade was designed to 
‘future proof’ operations with 
structures that can withstand harsh 
conditions, carry higher axle loads 
and cater for projected rail traffic 
requirements.  

This will ensure Brookfield Rail 
can continue to optimise operations 
and work with customers to 
improve the supply chain and 
maximise use of the railway.  

By KIRSTY ROCHFORD 

The ‘rise of The Phoenix’ has been 
a slow one, with a huge amount of 
effort put in by the CRC and the 
community members who have 
submitted articles.  With an initial 
distribution of 500 copies within 
Merredin only, this slowly 
increased to about 620 being 
distributed to 10 towns in the 
Central Eastern Wheatbelt. Now, 
with two new towns, Beacon and 
Mukinbudin being added to the 
list, this will increase sales to over 
650 copies per issue.  This does 
not include the 30 something 
issues being distributed online. 

There are many costs involved 
with the production of a 
newspaper, staff costs for the 
hours to put it together, and the 
printing costs being the highest 
expenses involved.  We have 
thought about the idea of reducing 
the quality of the paper to reduce 
the production costs, however 
because of feedback from our 
readers saying that the quality of 
the paper is one of the things that 
they love about The Phoenix, this 
isn’t something we would consider 
doing.  We are lucky enough that a 
number of businesses and people 
from the community have helped 

The ‘Rise of The Phoenix’ 
us by selling The Phoenix and 
writing articles among other 
things.  We have also been able to 
keep costs down, and increase 
distribution of sales by the kind 
offer of Allways Foods to deliver 
to towns outside of Merredin free 
of charge, and of course their job 
of delivering continues to grow as 
does the distributions. 

The CRC are a not-for-profit 
organisation, and The Phoenix has 
never been a profit making 
venture, however, as the costs of 
production increase, we have to 
find ways to continue to be able to 
provide our readers with their 
community paper.  We know that 
the cost of advertising in The 
Phoenix is only a portion of what it 
has been in other papers, however 
we are reluctant to increase the 
advertising costs as we want this to 
be something accessible to all 
businesses in the community, even 
the small ones.  This has lead us to 
decide to increase the cost of The 
Phoenix to $2 per issue.  We 
understand that sometimes people 
don’t like change, but we hope 
readers appreciate that we are 
doing this so that we can continue 
to provide to the community a 
paper that they can be proud of. 
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By KATE BRANSON 

This edition of WAM’s Wheatbelt 
Touring Circuit will celebrate the 
2016/2017 series coming to an end 
with an all-star Wheatbelt artist line
-up. This tour will see some of the 
finest local musicians from the 
Wheatbelt, as well as several 
Wheatbelt WAMbassadors. 

The WAMbassadors initiative 
recently produced a video, receiving 
over 20,000 views, featuring the 
WAMbassadors promoting road 
safety messages, a collaborative 
production with partners RAC. This 
tour will close off the program, 
showcasing the immense talent 
found in the region. 

Continuing our partnership with 
RAC, and with support from the 
Department of Culture and the Arts, 
Royalties For Regions and Country 
Arts WA, WAM’s Wheatbelt 
Touring Circuit Tour 10 will roll 
into Quindanning on Thursday 15 
June, Northam Friday 16 and finish 
in Merredin for the final show of 
the series on Saturday 17 June. 

The tour will see all dates headlined 
by rock outfit The Primary 
Collective (featuring Wheatbelt 
WAMbassador Jayden Crook) plus 
the indie-pop/alt-country sounds of 
WAMbassador Polly Medlen. 
Across the venues, Wheatbelt acts 
will also support the local 
headliners, including Russell & 
Tom, Refractory Road, and more.  

The Wheatbelt Touring Circuit is a 
rare program that sees free entry 
performances in traditional pub 
venues, community rec centres and 
clubs throughout the Wheatbelt 
region, with a vast array of talented 
upcoming and established acts from 
the Wheatbelt. 

The Wheatbelt WAMbassadors 
initiative also involves select 
musicians from across the 
Wheatbelt region engaging with 
communities during the Wheatbelt 
Touring Circuit series. 

The WAMbassadors’ role is to 
assist the Wheatbelt music networks 
and audiences to establish 
financially viable regional tour 
circuits, all the while creating long-
lasting community impacts, 
including promoting the road safety 
campaign from RAC. RAC General 
Manager Corporate Affairs Will 
Golsby said the WAMbassadors are 
engaging with the community to 
raise awareness about the 
devastating impact of road trauma 
in the Wheatbelt and to help save 
lives and prevent serious injuries. 

“The Wheatbelt’s road toll doubled 
from 14 in 2015 to 28 fatalities last 
year, which is a tragedy not only for 

The Final WAM 
families but for the entire 
community,” Mr Golsby said. “It’s 
more important than ever that 
people take responsibility behind 
the wheel, given 65 per cent of 
Wheatbelt crashes can be attributed 
to deliberate driver choices, such as 
speed, drink driving and 
inattention.” 

The Primary Collective (featuring 
Jayden Crook): Jayden has played 
at the Guilford Heritage Festival, at 
venues throughout the Wheatbelt 
and opened for country musician 
Adam Brand. All the while, Jayden 
was quietly writing his own music, 
which he was encouraged to share 
through WAM’s regional programs. 
He now also leads The Primary 
Collective. Jayden is passionate 
about live gigs and the work WAM 
is doing to develop regional music 
scenes, meaning he jumped at the 
opportunity to become a 
WAMbassador. 

Polly Medlen: Polly Medlen has 
plenty of experience on the live 
music circuit in Perth and 
throughout regional WA, her band 
lining up with favourites Abbe May 
and Ruby Boots and supporting acts 
like Kasey Chambers and Troy 
Cassar-Daley. Polly Medlen has 
also enjoyed multiple wins in the 
WAM Song Of The Year awards in 
the Country category and a WAMi 
nomination for Country Artist of 
the Year. For Polly, becoming a 
WAMbassador was a natural choice 
given her passionate belief in the 
importance of the Wheatbelt 
Touring Circuit and RAC’s road 
safety messages. Losing friends and 
family to road trauma is a 
nightmare that Polly has lived 
through. She says the loss to 
families and the community causes 
hurt for years after the event but it’s 
something that should, and can, be 
avoided. 

Russell & Tom: Guided towards 
each other through local musicians 
in recent years, these two certified 
Narrogin funny guys have 
previously had their own individual 
achievements and success with their 
music. Russell placed 1st Runner up 
in the inaugural X-Factor series in 
2005 and Tom was awarded 1st 
place in the Telstra Road to 
Discovery of the Darwin Heat in the 
Northern Territory. With their 
powers combined, they’re a force to 
be listened to! 

Refractory Road: Influenced by 
classic rock and blues, Refractory 
Road present an acoustic guitar 
driven sound with big, clear, clean 
vocals. A local Northam band 
comprised of six members brought 
together in the last 18 months from 
various cover bands, they consist of 
vocals, guitars, keyboard, drums, 
bass, harmonica and more. 
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CRC COMMUNITY NEWS 

Over 40 stallholders attended the 
markets which gave people a variety 
of things to look at including plants, 
craft, clothes, candles, honey, oils, 
lollies, hats, fishing gear, compost, 
books, lots of preloved treasures and 
the regular sausage sizzle, coffee, 
cool drinks and this month some 
yummy crepes. 

The Merredin CRC recently sourced 
some funding to purchase some 
colourful bunting to add some pizazz 

Merredin Markets Sunday Fun 
to the area and to showcase the new 
quirky wheelbarrow, that was 
generously made by Colin Martin for 
the markets. 

The morning started off a bit cool, but 
once the sun came out around 10am it 
turned into a beautiful day.  The CRC 
are seeking feedback from the 
stallholders whether it might be better 
to have the winter markets start at 
10am, so depending on the comments 
this may happen for the June markets. 

Is your organisation ready for the Incorporation 

Act changes as from July 2019? 

Are your meetings productive? 

Do Committee members really know the full 

extent of their roles and responsibilities? 

Do you want some help with your constitution? 
 

The Merredin Community Resource Centre (CRC) is hosting a FREE Information 

Session on Tuesday 27 June from 6pm – 7.30pm presented by Caroline 

Robinson, from Wheatbelt Business Network for any community or sporting 

group in Merredin or any volunteers considering joining a group in the near 

future. 

It is extremely important for volunteers on community and sporting groups to 

be aware of the changes and requirements involved with the new 

Incorporation Act, so please make every effort to have representatives from 

your organisation attend. 

Light refreshments will be provided so please RSVP by Thursday 22nd June by 
phoning the CRC on 9041 1041, emailing merredin@crc.net.au, or calling into 
the CRC and providing the number of attendees. 

Merredin CRC is 

your one stop shop 
 Internet access 

 Photocopying 

 Binding 

 Laminating 

 Scanning 

 Faxing 

 Photo Printing 

 Desktop Publishing 

 Emailing 

 One on One training – 
computer, phones 

 Dubbing – Videos to DVDs, 
Cassettes to CDs 

 Computer repairs, installation 
and set up 

 Government and Community 
information 

 The Phoenix newspaper 

 Merredin Markets 

 Merredin Show 

 Encouraging and supporting 
volunteers 

 and lots more……………………  

mailto:merredin@crc.net.au
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Member for Central Wheatbelt Mia 
Davies MLA is encouraging future 
leaders in the agricultural industry to 
apply for the 2018 Nuffield 
Scholarship program.  

Ms Davies said the awards afforded 
primary producers scholarships to 
research a topic that would add value 
to the Australian agricultural industry 
by supporting their overseas travel 
and study.  

“The Nuffield Scholarship program 
has proven to be a launching pad for 
scholars from Australia and across 
the world who are passionate about 
growth and innovation in the 
agricultural sector,” Ms Davies said.  

“The program has enabled scholars to 
make a significant impact at a 
regional and local level, both in their 
communities and in farm 
management. 

“Here in WA we boast many talented 
and passionate agricultural 
professionals and I encourage these 
bright individuals to take advantage 
of the opportunities that often arise 
from participating in the program.”  

The Nationals WA spokesperson for 
Agriculture and Food and 2014 
Nuffield Scholar Hon Colin De 
Grussa MLC said the program built 
the capacity of industry, enabling 

Nuffield Scholarship program an 
opportunity for Wheatbelt farmers 

farmers and agriculture professionals 
to remain competitive in an ever 
changing global landscape. 

“Scholars undertake extensive 
research in order to produce a written 
report and communicate their 
knowledge and experience to others 
in the industry,” Mr De Grussa said. 

“The Nuffield program, which 
extends across many countries, 
allows scholars to gain a truly global 
perspective of their industry.  

“Ongoing communication, 
networking and events with fellow 
Nuffield scholars ensures the learning 
experience continues even after their 
participation in the program 
concludes. 

“This is a fantastic opportunity for 
interested applicants to advance their 
knowledge and contribute to the 
continued progress of industry and its 
people.”  

Applications for the 2018 program 
close June 16, 2017.  

For more information visit: http://
nuffield.com.au/scholarships/  

For more information contact Mia 
Davies on 08 9041 1702 (Merredin 
office), 08 9622 2871 (Northam 
office) or email 
mia.davies@mp.wa.gov.au 

By MICHELLE MARKS—
Shire of Merredin 

Do you know it is illegal to dump 
rubbish in bushland? Evidently, 
not everyone in our community is 
aware of this. With several loads 
of rubbish and asbestos found 
recently in bushland around 
Merredin, the Shire of Merredin is 
urging its residents to do the right 
thing, and dispose of rubbish 
correctly.  

Illegal dumping is a particular 
type of littering where people go 
out of their way to dump their 
rubbish at a location other than a 
designated and controlled refuse 
area. This can include unwanted 
rubbish dumped on urban streets, 
on building sites, vacant land or in 
bushland.  

More serious illegal dumping 
occurs where people fill trailers, 
utes and trucks with rubbish 
including hazardous items such as 
asbestos, batteries, tyres and oil 
drums and dump them in an area 
where they believe they will not 
be seen such as in National Parks, 
bushland reserves, parks, and 
industrial sites. Rubbish dumping 

Illegal Asbestos Dumping 
even occurs in charity bins and on 
median strips. 

Why is illegal dumping so bad? 
Rubbish can become toxic and 
harm or even kill native plants and 
wildlife. Sharp objects such as 
needles, tins and glass can harm 
both adults and children, and toxic 
rubbish can pose health risks to 
people.  Any form of dumped 
rubbish looks terrible for other 
community members, and can 
have a negative effect on 
community pride. The removal of 
dumped rubbish comes at a cost to 
local Councils and the ratepayer. 
Under the Litter Act 1979, the 
illegal dumping of rubbish can 
attract fines of $200. If taken to 
court, these infringements can rise 
to thousands of dollars. In 
summary, dumping rubbish 
illegally is no good for anyone. 

You can help to prevent the illegal 
dumping of rubbish by reporting 
suspicious activity, or if you 
witness illegal dumping of any 
form of rubbish. Reports can be 
made to the Shire of Merredin on 
9041 1611 or to the Illegal 
Dumping Hotline on 1300 784 
782.  

http://nuffield.com.au/scholarships/
http://nuffield.com.au/scholarships/
mailto:mia.davies@mp.wa.gov.au
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Last week, the Year 4 class 
performed an assembly item 
“Gotta Keep Reading”. In class, 
the students have been learning 
about all the different parts of 
being a good reader. There are four 
areas, reading fluently, reading 
with accuracy, comprehending 
what we are reading and 
expanding our vocabulary. To 
encourage everyone else at St 
Mary’s to read every day they sang 
their assembly song. The Year 4’s 

The Year 2 class and Father Andrew 
presented Our Lady Help of 
Christians Mass on Friday. A big 
congratulations to the Year 2 class, 
the choir and Mrs Lane for 
performing a wonderful 'Mary Help 
of Christians' song. 

The students learnt about Mary. 
They learnt that as our Mother, Mary 
takes care of us and that we never 
have to be ashamed to ask her for 
anything. She will give us spiritual 
gifts. She will help us with our 
physical needs. She is also our 
teacher, because she left us many 
examples of how to be true disciples 
of Jesus. We can honour Mary 
everyday in several ways. Some of 
these ways are by whispering a Hail 
Mary when we are walking along, 

Our Lady Help of 
Christians 

Assembly 
then told everyone all the different 
types of books to read and the 
benefits of reading every day.  

Zavier: My favourite part was seeing 
everyone with a smile on their face 
and having a great time. I learnt that 
there’s no need to be frightened of 
performing in front of others!  

Laura: I really did think that we 
encouraged everyone to keep on 
reading!  

spending time in our room saying the 
Rosary or we can keep a little statue 
or picture of Mary near our bed to 
remind us to honour her with prayer.  

The AvonLink train service will 
continue despite the previous Liberal 
National Government ceasing funding 
for the service beyond June 30, 2017. 

AvonLink will revert to one return 
service per weekday following an 
unsuccessful trial of a significantly 
expanded timetable. 

Poor patronage, and a shortage of 
funding beyond June 2017, has 
prompted the McGowan Government 
to end the trial of expanded services 
five months early. 

The trial started in December 2014 and 
virtually trebled the number of 
Midland-Toodyay-Northam trips on 
offer. 

However, the boost in services only 
resulted in a small increase in total 
passenger numbers while the average 
amount of passengers per service 
dropped. 

An average weekday AvonLink train 
was at 21 per cent occupancy before 
the trial but that figure has since 
dropped to 15 per cent - an average of 
16 passengers per service on a train 
with a capacity of 116. 

From July 1, 2017, there will be return 
services running once a day from 

AvonLink Train Service Changes 
Monday to Friday, which is the level 
the AvonLink ran at before the trial. 
The last service of the expanded trial 
will run on Saturday, July 1. 

MerredinLink services will revert to 
the pre-trial timetable offering return 
services between Perth and Merredin 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

There will be no AvonLink weekend 
or special event train services. 

Transport Minister Rita Saffioti said  
"The State Government is very 
supportive of public transport, in 
regional WA as well as the greater 
metropolitan area. 

"I'm glad we could continue to fund 
AvonLink and we will be engaging 
with relevant stakeholders in tourism, 
ageing and local shires to discuss 
opportunities to optimise the train 
service. 

"The previous government had not 
funded AvonLink beyond June 30, 
meaning we had to find an additional 
$800,000 to retain the service. 

"I would like to thank the community 
representatives involved with the 
AvonLink working group and the 
supporter groups over the last three 
years who supported the service." 
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The P&C and school have been 
gathering information regarding 
thoughts and opinions on the current 
school uniform, in particular the blue 
button-up shirt. So far a survey has 
been sent via email to parents and 
carers with one response requested 
per family. Hard copies of the survey 
can be accessed at the front office. 
Parents who wish their views to be 
included should complete the survey 
by 9 June 2017 

Staff have been surveyed via an 
online tool. Students will also be 
given the opportunity to have their 
say. The Merredin College Board 
would also like to survey the broader 
community since this is your school. 
Following the College Board 
meeting on 1 June, we will be 
consulting with the wider 
community. Can you please consider 
the following when offering 
feedback? What type of image do 
you want for your school – formal 
and professional or perhaps casual 
and sporty? 

The current uniform was decided on 
by a dedicated group of parents back 
in 2011 just prior to the 
amalgamation. At that stage, the 
community stakeholders decided 
they wanted a more formal uniform 
which is a growing trend in a number 
of government schools. Your 
thoughts will be most useful to us.   

Beverley Stanes 

Principal 

Merredin College 
Uniform Survey 

On Sunday 9 April, I was privileged 
to attend the WA State Final of the 
Lions Youth of the Year where 
Year 12 student Jenna Muir proudly 
represented the Hyden Lions Club 
and Merredin College.  

The Lions Y outh of the Y ear 
program is designed to encourage, 
foster and develop leadership in 
conjunction with other citizenship 
qualities in our youth, at the age 
when they are about to enter the 
fields of employment or higher 
education. Apart from leadership, 
the other qualities on which 
students are judged include 
personality, sportsmanship, public 
speaking and good citizenship.  

I enjoyed watching Jenna and five 
other State finalists compete in the 
last stage of the competition. All 
delivered a stirring, prepared speech 
and also expressed their opinion on 
several questions without notice; a 
difficult task for even the most 
practised public speaker!  

Jenna acquitted herself very well 
and did Merredin College proud. 
We now have a beautiful trophy on 
display in the front office. Well 
done Jenna! 

Beverley Stanes 

Principal 

Merredin College 
Student Finalist in Lions 

Youth of the Year 

As part of Merredin College 
being granted Independent Public 
School (IPS) status we now have 
a School Board.  

The role of the board is not to 
make operational decisions but to 
set the strategic direction of the 
school taking into consideration 
both local issues and government 
legislation. More than ever our 
relationship with the Merredin 
community is important to the 
Board’s success. 

At the meeting held in November 
2016, the Merredin College 
Board voted to reduce member 
numbers from 15 to 11, focusing 
more on parent and community 

Merredin College Board 

representation.  Student Councillors 
are no longer sitting members but 
are co-opted to provide a voice for 
the student body on specific issues 
as they arise.  For example in the 
meeting held on 1 June, our Student 
Leaders were invited to attend to 
gather student views on the current 
school uniform. The Board is now 
made up of 3 staff members 
including the Principal, 5 parent 
representatives and 3 community 
members. 

Current members include: 

Community Representatives - 
Julie Flockart (Chair), Lisa Fischer 
and Mick Hayden. 

Staff Representatives - Caitlin 
Crees, Tom James (Vice Chair) 
and Beverley Stanes, (Principal). 

Parent Representatives - Diane 
Dixon, John McKane, Jenny 
Doncon, Jamie-Lee Walker and 
Christie White. 

The Merredin College Board 
meets twice per term in the 
secondary staffroom, currently on 
a Thursday at 5.30pm in Weeks 3 
and 6 of each school term.  
Meetings usually take about 90 
minutes. 

Julie Flockart (Merredin College 
Board Chair) 

Merredin College Students Selected for Edith 
Cowan University Short Courses 

Congratulations to Brinley Powell 
(Year 12) and Naomi Whitehouse 
(Year 11) who have been selected 
to attend ECU’s School of Arts 
and Humanities Short Courses for 
Credit Program.  As part of this 
program, Brinley and Naomi will 
be introduced to university life 
and offered an engaging, hands-

on experience in a discipline of 
their choice. What an opportunity! 
The Short Courses run from 
Monday 26th June – Friday 30th 
June 2017. We look forward to 
hearing all about their experiences 
on their return.  
 
Beverley Stanes 
Principal  

Merredin College 

students experience life 

in the lab………...see 

page 22. 
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By GRANT STAINER 

Sepia, which is an old warm-colour 
monochromatic style of image, was 
the theme for the May meeting of 
the Merredin Camera Club.  

Eighteen photos filled the theme 
section this month, and another 16 
photos filled the open section. The 
judge this month was Erin Burnett. 
Mrs Burnett is an art teacher at the 
school in Merredin, and has a 
strong background in documentary 
photography, having studied 
photography throughout Australia.  

In the theme section, Mrs Burnett 
awarded gold to Sally Robson-
Thomas’ “Twisted”, which is a 
fantastic image of a wind-
sculptured tree. Silver was awarded 
to Karen Slater’s “Morgan’s Ball”, 
Grant Stainer’s “Windmills”, and 
Poppy Atheis’ “Sepia fairy feet”. 
Bronze was awarded to “Port fairy” 
by Karen Slater, and “Bouquet of 
flowers”.  

In the open section, Mrs Burnett 
awarded silver to Poppy’s “Serious 
stare” and “Leo” photos, as well as 
Caryn Adamson’s “Selfie whilst 
parasailing”. Bronze was awarded 
to Kate Caughey’s “Dead lake” and 
“Dusty sunset” photos. No golds 
were awarded in the open section.  

As a documentary photographer, 
Mrs Burnett highlighted the benefits 
of including the subject’s 
surroundings when taking a portrait 
photo, as it helps tell the story about 
the person. Mrs Burnett also talked 
about cropping, and how it is best to 
maintain the original ratio or have a 
truly square crop. This is because 
unusual crops that are part way 
between those options can result in 
the viewer being subconsciously put 
off by the odd ratio.  

Club members voted similarly to 
Mrs Burnett. In the theme section 
members awarded first place to 
Sally Robson-Thomas’ “Twisted”, 
second place to Grant Stainer’s 
“Windmills”, and third place to 

Camera Club sepia month 

Sally Robson-Thomas’ ‘Twisted’ 

Sally Robson-Thomas’ ‘Morning 

woodland’ 

Kate Caughey’s ‘Dead Lake’ 

Margret Schell ‘Sepia rose’ 

Margret Schell’s “Sepia rose”.  

In the open section, club members 
awarded first place to Kate 
Caughey’s “Dead Lake”, second 
place to Sally Robson-Thomas’ 
“Morning woodland”, and third 
place to “Eagle fishing”.  

The Merredin Camera Club holds 
it’s enjoyable and relaxing meetings 
at the Merredin Playgroup building 
on Throssell Road.  

The next meeting will be on the 14 
June, where the theme will be 
“flames and explosions”, and since 
it is getting into winter, perhaps that 
is just what we need!  

The Merredin Camera Club 
welcomes new members. For more 
information about the Merredin 
Camera Club, please email Daina 
Sutherland at 
dainasutherland@bigpond.com 
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By JULIANNE HILL GRDC’s 
Regional Cropping Solutions co-
ordinator 

July and August will see the start 
of a new round of GRDCs 
Regional Cropping Solutions 
Network (RCSN) forums 
throughout WA.  Want to be 
involved?  Well, now you can. 

GRDC are interested in hearing 
from all levy payers and others 
with an interest in the activities 
and research that will make a 
difference to the profitability of 
growers in your local area.  And 
GRDC want to let growers know 
where GRDC are spending levy 
payers money to help lift 
profitability and production for 
WA growers. 

So if you’d like to get some of 
your ideas across to GRDC, or 
would like to highlight an issue for 
your port zone, then we’d like to 
see you at one of our upcoming 
Local Forums. 

At each forum, there will also be 
the opportunity to hear from the 
lead researcher on an RCSN 
project that is happening in your 
zone as well as hear from GRDC 
on any major investment occurring 
in that area by GRDC and industry 
partners.  

Local Forums for Grain Growers to have their Say 

DATE TOWN TIME VENUE PRESENTATIONS 

7/08/2017 Hyden 12 noon Hyden Hotel 

with lunch to 

start 

Darren Hughes & Julia Easton (GRDC): GRDC soil constraints  

investment 

Glenn McDonald (DAFWA):  Strategic tillage. 

Peter Newman - RCSN project:  Assessment of some harvest weed 

seed management options (Planfarm) TBC 

8/08/2017 Narembeen 9am Narembeen 

Club with BBQ 

lunch to follow 

Darren Hughes & Julia Easton (GRDC): GRDC soil constraints  

investment 

Alex Douglas (DAFWA):  Matricaria ecology and control options 

Anne Wilkins & Bill Bowden - RCSN project: Alternative lime 

trial results and grower case studies (WMG) 

8/08/2017 Southern 

Cross 

3pm Southern Cross 

Tennis and 

Bowls club with 

dinner to follow 

Darren Hughes & Julia Easton (GRDC): GRDC soil constraints  

investment 

Alex Douglas (DAFWA):  Matricaria ecology and control options 

Anne Wilkins & Bill Bowden - RCSN project: Alternative lime 

trial results and grower case studies (WMG) 

9/08/2017 Nungarin 9am Nungarin  

Recreation 

Centre with 

BBQ lunch to 

follow 

Darren Hughes & Julia Easton (GRDC): GRDC soil constraints  

investment 

Alex Douglas (DAFWA):  Matricaria ecology and control options 

Anne Wilkins & Bill Bowden - RCSN project: Alternative lime 

trial results and grower case studies (WMG) 

GRDCs Western Panel and Regional 
Cropping Solutions network 
members will also be there for you to 
have a chat to.    

Depending on which location you 
attend, a cooked brekky; a BBQ 
lunch or a scrumptious dinner will 
also be provided for all those who 
attend one of the below meetings. 

So that we can provide enough food 
and beverages for everyone, please 
register by visiting www.rcsn.net.au 
and registering online; or you can 
ring Julianne on 0447 261 607. 

http://www.rcsn.net.au
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Merredin 

Mower 

& 

Chainsaw 

Centre 

22 Railway Ave, Merredin WA 6415 
Phone: (08) 9041 3325 
Mobile: 0428 308 808 
Email: chris@merredinmowers.com.au 

Guess what I am  

By LANCE FLEAY 

Firstly, congratulations to the winner 
of the last ‘Guess what I am” who 
correctly guessed it was a rail ticket 
punch.  The winner is now a proud 
holder of a family pass to the 
Merredin Railway Museum. 

Now to this editions quiz.  This one 
is a little harder.  It’s not connected 
to the railways.  Some of the older 
readers out there will know.  Hint: 
product from this could be used to 
hold things down. 

All the items featured, plus much 
more, can be viewed at the Museum. 
Start guessing folks, please text  
0428 411 551 with your answers. 

Water use efficiency is a key issue 
for Australia’s agriculture sector, 
and the government is keen to hear 
from local voices with opinions on 
the subject. 

The House Agriculture and Water 
Resources Committee are 
investigating the adequacy and 
efficacy of water use efficiency 
programs in Australian agriculture. 

Member for Durack Melissa Price 
said that often Western Australian 
voices in Water Resources debates 
can be drowned out by the weight of 
submissions from the Eastern States, 
and wants farmers and pastoralists 
in her electorate to take the 
opportunity to make their voices 
heard.  

“We want to hear all of the 
innovative ways in which farmers in 
Durack are preserving their water 
resources, sharing water 
infrastructure, and ensuring that 
they can really maximise what they 
have” Ms Price said.  

“We also want to know what ideas 
our farmers and pastoralists have for 

Price calls for Committee 
submissions from Durack 

farmers 
Federal Government infrastructure 
spending, for enhancing water 
resource management. 

“Given we have just had the driest 
Autumn in the Mid West and 
Wheatbelt in eight years, this 
inquiry couldn’t have come at a 
better time.” 

Committee Chair Rick Wilson MP 
says the Committee is seeking 
feedback from farmers, irrigators 
and community leaders around 
Australia.  

“Australian farmers are amongst the 
world’s most efficient irrigators, 
particularly due to the often harsh 
Australian climate,” Mr Wilson 
said. 

“Given the challenges of a dry 
climate, management of water usage 
is more important than ever.” 

The inquiry is looking at how the 
Government can invest in water 
infrastructure in order to assist 
farmers and communities to extract 
the maximum value out of each drop 
of water. 
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Science 

By GRANT STRAINER 

Unlike white, black is not a colour. 
Black results from an object 
absorbing the light that hits it instead 
of reflecting it.  

Reflected light is what we see. For 
example, a red object reflects the red 
wavelengths of light and absorbs all 
of the others. This is what makes 
white a colour – it reflects all the 
visible wavelengths of incident light, 
hence rendering it a colour. Black 
does not reflect visible wavelengths 
of light, and hence it is not a colour.  

The UK Government National 
Physical Laboratory conducted the 
early development of vertically 
aligned nanotube arrays. Resulting 
from this, back in 2014, a UK 
company called Surrey NanoSystems 
patented the blackest material ever 
made so far, which absorbs 99.96% 
of the light that hits it. It is called 
Vantablack. The name is derived 
from Vertically Aligned NanoTube 
Arrays.  

Vantablack is made of a structure of 
evenly spaced carbon nanotubes that 
are not too dense but not too widely 
spaced either, allowing light to fall 
into the spaces between the tubes and 
being absorbed.  

Making Vantablack involves 

The blackest of black 
saturating catalyst particles with a 
gas at 400oC, and allowing the 
carbon nanotubes to grow to the 
relevant structure, with around 1 
billion nanotubes per square 
centimetre. This method is known as 
chemical vapour deposition.  

Vantablack is used in a variety of 
technologies, particularly in the 
space industry to prevent unwanted 
reflected light from interfering with 
telescopes and other instruments 
such as star trackers. It enables far 
better accuracy for the instruments. 
Vantablack can also be used to 
calibrate instruments like satellite 
cameras.  

It also has the potential for use in 
terrestrial purposes, such as the 
automotive industry, where it could 
be used improve sensors of self-
driving vehicles.  

Other organisations are also working 
on their own super black materials as 
well. NASA has been working on its 
own carbon nanotube coating 
materials for about 10 years.  

Research into materials like making 
ever blacker materials is often 
considered ‘blue sky’ research, but 
has a wide range of applications that 
further the development of new 
technologies that have definite 
benefits.  

By PAMELA GAAL 

On Thursday the 1st of June, the 
Senior’s Centre Craft group held the 
Cancer Council’s Biggest Morning 
Tea at the Senior’s Centre.  It was a 
wonderful morning with about 58 
people attending which was a 
pleasant surprise to the numbers 
expected.  Numbers attending have 
been low in the past and it was 
fantastic to see so many people 
attend this year.  

A number of fundraising activities 
were held, with a $5 fee to join in 
and have morning tea, there were 
also raffles and a ‘guessing’ 
competition, where entrants had to 
guess which cup had the tea in it.  

Merredin’s Biggest Morning Tea 
Anne Lambert won this with cup 
number 11.  There were 25 door 
prizes donated by a number of 
businesses, including Atkinson’s, 
Two Dogs Home Hardware, 
Newton’s Home Furnishings and 
more.   All of this contributed to the 
Senior’s Centre Craft group raising 
$1074, more than ever raised in 
previous morning teas. 

Thank you to all the volunteers who 
baked, served tea and coffee and 
helped with all the other organising.  
A big thanks to Pam Forbes and 
Doreen French who served tea and 
coffee and did a remarkable job and 
Lillian Armstrong for helping 
organise the event.  
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Library Musings 
In this day and age it seems that 
every show on TV has someone 
creating the “perfect” birthday 
party for kids – complete with 
themed activities and food and of 
course, the perfect cake.  It is 
enough to make ‘ordinary’ mums 
panic, leaving them at a loss.  
Panic no longer.  The Merredin 
Regional Library has a number of 
books that can help, such as 
“Supermum’s book for best-ever 
kids’ parties” by Petra Boase and 
Sue Maggs.  The authors provide 
ideas and step by step instructions 
for homemade cards, party 
themes, decorations, games, fancy 
dress and much more. 

Maybe you worry about what 
activities you can play with your 
baby and toddlers to help them 
grow.  Dr Wendy S Masi and Dr 
Roni Cohen Leiderman have 
taken the guesswork out of the 
equation for you in “Baby play: 
100 fun-filled activities to 
maximize your baby’s potential”.  
The book is split up into ages – 
from birth, 3 months, 6 months, 9 
months – and includes 
information about crying and 
colic, getting organised, sleeping 
through the night, babyproofing, 
travelling with baby and even 

public etiquette (how to stop those 
nasty comments about a fussy 
baby). 

Have you ever thought about 
trying yoga and been turned off 
because it looks too hard, or the 
teacher seems too –too, well you 
know.  “Every body yoga: let go 
of fear, get on the mat, love your 
body” by Jessamyn Stanley is an 
entirely different kettle of fish.  
Jessamyn tackles such questions 
as, (in her own words) ‘Is this a 
cult?’ (How bad could it really 
be?), ‘What the ---- is the eight-
limbed path?’ (Yoga history) and 
‘What should I buy?’ (Yoga mats 
are cool, but not necessary.)  
Jessamyn goes through many of 
the poses, with illustrations then 
puts them together for sequences 
such as ‘I want to get started’ and 
‘I need to release fear’. 

The library has books for children 
of all ages, adults, people who can 
read and those who can’t.  Library 
members also have access to 
eBooks, eAudiobooks and 
eMagazines for FREE.  Did you 
know we also have a collection of 
music scores?  Why don’t you 
come down and have a look?  We 
might surprise you. 

By LAURA REIBEL 

Students from six Western 
Australian high schools have 
competed in Muresk Institute’s 
inaugural Dog versus Drone trials, 
learning about the advancements in 
modern farming technologies and 
finding out more about careers in the 
agriculture industry.  

The 12 student pilots selected to 
compete in the trials received 
specialist training with drone experts 
before having the opportunity to race 
a drone through an obstacle course 
on Muresk’s oval.  

Over 100 students from Guildford 
Grammar School, Margaret River 
Senior High School, Kelmscott 
Senior High School and the WA 
College of Agriculture in Cunderdin, 
Narrogin and Morawa came along to 
support and cheer on their 
classmates. They also had the 
opportunity to watch working 
sheepdogs in action and attend career 
sessions in the lecture theatre.  

Ben Farrell from Guildford Grammar 
School completed the course with 
the fastest time, an impressive 18 

Students given a taste of modern 
farming in inaugural 

competition   

seconds, winning two drones, one for 
himself and one for his school. 

Muresk Institute General Manager 
Prue Jenkins said the event was a 
unique and fun way to showcase the 
role technology plays in modern 
farming, while also exposing 
students to a state-of-the-art 
agricultural learning environment. 

 “At Muresk we’re passionate about 
changing the perception of farming 
and agriculture”, she said. 

“Drones, for example, are used today 
to monitor crops and even move 
cattle from one paddock to another. 
We wanted to explore the role of 
technology with students in an 
engaging and exciting way and 
potentially open up some young 
minds to the possibility of a career in 
agriculture.”  

Muresk Institute hopes to make this 
an annual event. Find out more about 
the new age of agriculture and the 
range of courses on offer at Muresk 
by visiting dtwd.wa.gov.au/
mureskinstitute. 

Travelling Phoenix 
By KIRSTY ROCHFORD 

Debbie (Mum)  is still on her travels, 

this time taking The Phoenix to  

Athens and Santorini.  I’m now 

adding Santorini to my bucket list, it 

looks so beautiful! I’m so glad she 

had a great time, but really looking 

forward to having Mum home.  
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By ALICIA MURRAY-JONES  

A group of Year 12 Merredin College students 
became researchers for a day when they were 
treated to a hands-on workshop in the 
Lotterywest BioDiscovery Centre at the Harry 
Perkins Institute of Medical Research.  

The class of 11 human biology students donned 
lab coats and used cutting-edge equipment to 
hunt for deadly mutations in the genes of two 
melanoma patients and one non-mutated gene 
patient at the specialised teaching laboratory.  

They started their day learning about 
polymerase chain reaction (PCR), a process 
which amplifies small sections of DNA to 
quantities big enough for researchers to work 
with.  

The class was guided by Perkins researchers, 
who helped the students set up a reaction in the 
laboratory that enabled them to analyse genetic 
material and identify the mutation using gene 
sequencing.  

Teacher Alyce Rogerson said the three-hour 
drive from Merredin to the Perkins state-of-the-
art facility in Nedlands was worth it to allow 
the students to experience the high-tech 
environment of medical research scientists. 

“We wouldn’t be able to afford this equipment 
in classroom laboratories, so these opportunities 
where students can learn through hands-on 
activities rather than through a textbook is so 
valuable for them,” Miss Rogerson said. 

Merredin College students experience life in the lab 
“The BioDiscovery classes link with the 
curriculum so the students read the theory first 
and then get to physically practice the skills, it 
helps them understand the material much 
more.” 

Year 12 student, Andrew said the 
BioDiscovery workshop was very different to 
regular science classes. 

“I really liked setting up the PCR experiment, 
it’s not the kind of thing we’d be able to do at 
school,” Andrew said. 

“The activities let us see what it’s like working 
in a real laboratory and the melanoma 
experiment showed us some real-life 
applications for these skills.”  

Perkins Community Education Manager 
Pauline Charman said the BioDiscovery Centre 
aims to engage, educate and inspire the next 
generation of medical researchers. 

“This world class laboratory allows students to 
work with the latest technology, completing 
experiments on living cells using the same 
scientific tools found in the Perkins labs,” Ms 
Charman said. 

The Lotterywest BioDiscovery Centre hosts a 
range of workshops for community groups, 
corporate teams and schools. Learn more at  

The Harry Perkins Institute of Medical 
Research is Western Australia’s premier adult 
medical research institute. We focus on the 

major diseases that affect our community: 
cancer; cardiovascular disease and diabetes. 
Our mission is to conduct innovative research 
that translates into lasting health benefits. 
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Health 

By BRENDAN & THE TEAM 
Regional Men’s Health Initiative 

The time has come to re-evaluate 
the way we approach suicide 
awareness and prevention! This is 
the challenge issued in a recent 
paper delivered by the Australian 
Institute of Male Health Studies 
and Western Sydney University. 
Renowned advocates for Men’s 
Health Dr John Ashfield, Professor 
John Macdonald and Anthony 
Smith propose that a significant 
paradigm shift is needed in order to 
realise a more effective national 
suicide prevention strategy. They 
argue that a ‘situational approach’ 
is required, one that acknowledges 
the more predominant association 
of situational distress with suicide, 
as opposed to the current focus on 
mental illness. This is precisely 
what we advocate at RMHI.   

None of us are immune to the 
feelings associated with being 
overwhelmed and challenged by 
specific events in our lives. These 
normal life ‘situations’ such as 
bereavement or relationship 
breakdown can impact greatly on 
our mental and emotional 
wellbeing. It is at these times, when 
we are able to draw on our innate 
resilience as human beings, and to 
see the best in others when we 
connect with them for support. The 
concern is that too often the distress 
we feel in certain situations aligns 
with symptoms that are often used 
to identify a mental illness such as 
depression. There is no doubt that 
depression can be a debilitating 
illness with associations for 
increased risk of suicide but it has 
gone from being a condition of 
relative obscurity to an apparent 
major social dilemma.  The authors 
take this a step further and argue 

Rethinking Suicide Prevention 

- A Situational Approach 

that ‘the current mental health 
narrative has been allowed to 
encircle, medicalise and redefine 
as pathological many of our 
common human 
experiences’ (Ashfield, 
Macdonald and Smith).  

The paper’s central argument is 
that when it comes to suicide 
prevention most initiatives are 
preoccupied with the identification 
of mental illness. Instead, we need 
to be considering all forms of life 
stressors and the associated 
experience of distress which 
doesn’t necessarily embody a 
diagnosable mental illness but can 
result in suicidal behaviour. They 
argue that many suicides are 
connected to situational distress 
often involving issues such as 
unemployment, financial problems 
and conflict, the signs of which 
may be missed if we adhere to a 
purely mental illness agenda. We 
need to be looking at situational 
distress and how it influences the 
individual’s perspective.  

As long as the suicide focus 
remains mostly on mental illness 
people will continue to view this 
problem as that of a professional’s 
domain. Whilst tertiary services 
are very important their focus is 
on people with high intensity 
mental health difficulties and the 
associated risk issues. At RMHI 
we strongly support the shift to a 
more situational approach to 
suicide awareness because it 
promotes development of 
initiatives that advocate capacity 
building in individuals and their 
communities, early intervention 
and a primary care focus, that is 
ordinary people looking out for 
each other.  

If you are a woman aged 40 or 
over you can access the FREE 
screening mammography service 
in Merredin. BreastScreen WA’s 
mobile service will be located at a 
new location behind the Visitor’s 
Centre, 85 Barrack Street from 
5th July 2017 to 21st July 2017. 

Breast cancer is the most 
common life threatening cancer 
for women and one in eight 
women in Australia will develop 
breast cancer in their lifetime. 

Having a screening mammogram 
(breast x-ray) every two years 
significantly increases the chance 
of a woman surviving breast 
cancer and reduces the amount of 
treatment required. More than 
75% of breast cancers occur in 
women over the age of 50. 
Research shows that screening is 
most effective for this age group. 

BreastScreen WA’s Medical 
Director Dr Elizabeth Wylie, said 
screening mammography was the 
most effective method for early 
detection of breast cancer. 

“Screening every two years is 
vitally important to increase the 
chance of a breast cancer being 
detected when it is too small to 

Free mammograms for 
Merredin women 

feel or be noticed. Finding a cancer 
at this early stage often means that 
the breast cancer is small and more 
treatable”. 

“A free screening mammogram is 
one of the best things that women 
can do to look after their health. 
Breast screening saves lives and 
only takes 20 minutes,” said Dr 
Wylie. 

Screening mammograms may 
detect up to 90% of breast cancers. 
Any woman with a persistent 
change in a breast should see her 
doctor immediately. 

The mobile service will then be 
moving to Southern Cross and 
Coolgardie.  BreastScreen WA 
encourages women to make an 
informed decision about having a 
mammogram. For more information 
please visit the BreastScreen WA 
website 
www.breastscreen.health.wa.gov.au 

To make your free screening 
mammogram appointment – book 
online 
www.breastscreen.health.wa.gov.au 
or call 13 20 50. 

Early detection is your best 
protection. 
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PET LODGE 

PEST CONTROL PLUMBER 

GLASS SERVICES 

CARPENTER CABINET MAKING 

COMPUTER TECHNICIAN EARTH MOVING ELECTRICIAN 

BEAUTICIAN  

IT SUPPORT 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
For Sale 

Positions Vacant 

FREE ADVERTISING 
Not everyone is on Facebook.  You could be 

missing out on a whole different market!  
Selling things through The Phoenix really 
works! Have you got something to sell?  If 
it’s under $250 and you are not a business, 

you can advertise in the classifieds for FREE! 
So get rid of your unwanted items and make 

some cash.   Call 9041 1041 to place your 
free advert. 

Golf 

Free range ISA Brown chooks, 16 months old $10 

each.  Buy 10 get 1 free.  Pullets are $25 each.  Call 

Maurice 0407 381 114. 

Part-time Administration Officer Position 
(Casual) 

The Merredin Community Resource Centre is 
looking to employ a Part Time Administration 
Officer on a casual basis (5 days a week). 

The Merredin Community Resource Centre is an 
organisation that supports volunteers, provides 
events, services and facilities for the community 
which includes Seniors Luncheon, Australia Day 
Breakfast, Merredin Markets and Pet Cemetery to 
name a few as well as production of the Phoenix 
Newspaper. 

The position reports to the Coordinator.  The ideal 
candidate we are seeking, is someone who is 
enthusiastic, organised and keen to develop their 
skills.  

To discuss the position or to obtain a copy of the 
Position Description please contact the Coordinator 
on 9041 1041. 

To apply for the position please submit your current 
resume and a cover letter addressing the experience 
and key responsibilities of the position.  
Applications to be sent to CRC Coordinator, Debbie 
Morris 110 Barrack Street (PO Box 297) Merredin 
WA  6415. 

The closing date for applications is 5pm Friday 23 
June 2017. 

By TREVOR WATERHOUSE 

M&W Kitchens sponsored the stroke competition 
held on Saturday the 27th May. The winner of the day 
was Kerry Hunter with a great score of 89 gross 67 
nett. Runner up was Peter Western with 67 nett on a 
countback from Lindsay Barker and Matt Motzel. 
Next year’s winner was John Goodier. 

The novelties for the day were nearest the pin on 
number 2 was Vickie Western, nearest the pin on 
number 4 was Rob Gearing, nearest the pin on 
number 8 was Shaun Waterhouse, the longest drive on 
number 10 was Darwin Marsh, best second shot on 
number 13 was Glenn Crees and the longest putt on 
number 18 was Yvonne Heinrich. The birdie pool was 
won by Lindsay Barker. 

On Sunday the 28th of May a Stableford Competition 
was held and the winner with 40 points was Justin 
Watts and runner up was Len Jones with 37 points. 
Steve Cepi had 35 points. 

A Stableford Competition was held on Saturday the 
3rd June and the winner with 40 points was Warren 
Crook and runner up was Len Jones with 38 points on 
a countback from Gam Alvaro and Brian Waterhouse. 
Other good scores were recorded by the evergreen 
Syd Crees with 37 points and Matt Jacobson with 36 
points. 

Upcoming fixtures are on Saturday the 10th of June is 
the Reece Della Bosca  Memorial day at the Southern 
Cross Golf Club Sunday the 11th of June is a stoke 
round for the Merredin Rural Supplies Trophy. 
Saturday the 17th of June is a stableford round for the 
Olympic Motel trophy and Sunday the 18th of June 
will be a Club day stableford competition. 

Members should be aware to make sure that their 
vehicles are locked when playing golf as a couple of 
weekends ago vehicles were rummaged through and 
some articles were stolen. 

Merredin Golf Club 

A serious burn injury is for life. The scars can be both 
physical and psychological and may present life-long 
challenges.  

June marks National Burns Awareness Month, which 
provides an opportunity to increase awareness of burns 
prevention and correct first aid treatment, which can 
help reduce the severity of the recovery period. In 
2014, 964 people were hospitalised in Western 
Australia due to a burn, with young children most at 
risk.  

There is an increased risk of burn injuries in the winter 
months as we begin to heat up our homes with fires, 
heaters, warm drinks and hot water bottles. The Injury 
Control Council of Western Australia’s Chief 
Executive Sandy Lukjanowski said “It is important to 
be aware of how to prevent and treat burns as the 
weather cools”. ‘”For those who experience a minor 
burn, immediate and correct first aid can have a huge 
impact on the severity of the injury”.  

There are some simple actions you can take in your 
home to reduce the chance of burns, including keeping 
kettles, jugs, teapots, appliance cords and saucepan 
handles away from the edge of surfaces, keeping 
matches and lighters securely out of children’s reach 
and unplugging and storing hair dryers, straighteners 
and curlers securely.”  

“It’s also important to know the correct first aid to 
give in the event of a burn as it can greatly reduce the 
recovery time”  

First aid for burns:  

Cool winter temperatures can bring burns risk 

1. Remove all jewellery from around the burn area. 
Remove any clothing around the burn area unless it 
is stuck to the skin. 2.  

2. Cool the burn under cool running water for 20 
minutes. This will stop the burning process which 
can continue for 2-3 hours if not cooled sufficiently.  

3. NEVER use ice, oil, butter or ointments as this can 
further damage the skin.  

4. Cover the burn loosely with a clean, damp lint-free 
cloth or dressing. This will reduce the chance of 
infection.  

Professor Fiona Wood from the Fiona Wood Foundation 
said “Every intervention from the time of injury will 
influence the scar worn for life. Everyone can make a 
difference: clean cool running water at 15 to 18 degrees 
Celsius for 30 minutes will change a life.”  

It is recommended that you seek immediate medical 
advice if the burn is:  

 larger than a 20 cent coin 

 on the face, hands, groin or feet  

 deep or infected  

 caused by chemicals or electricity or if signs of 
inhalation injury (blackening around mouth or 
nostrils, swelling of airways) are evident.  

In an emergency call 000. 
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Football 

Belt Up Round 5  

 

League 
 

KULIN/KONDININ FC (19.7) 

d. HYDEN/KARLGARIN FC 

(10.13) 

 

BRUCE ROCK FC (23.22) d. 

BURRACOPPIN FC (3.2) 

 

SOUTHERN CROSS FC (13.5) 

d. NUKARNI FC (10.7) 

 

CORRIGIN FC (17.1) d. 

NAREMBEEN FC (5.12) 

 

 

EDFL Reserves 
 

KULIN/KONDININ FC (17.2) 

d. HYDEN/KARLGARIN FC 

(4.4) 

 

BRUCE ROCK FC (7.6) d. 

BURRACOPPIN FC (4.3) 

 

NUKARNI FC (16.1) d. 

SOUTHERN CROSS FC (4.2) 

 

CORRIGIN FC (18.1) d. 

NAREMBEEN FC (8.9) 

 

By KIP STAPELY 

The Nukarni boys had a couple 
weeks at home with a few wins 
moving the reserves into 2nd place 
on the ladder and league sitting 6th. 

Please see blow for the scores from 
the last couple of games. 

League 

NUKARNI FC v. SOUTHERN 
CROSS FC  

Southern Cross FC 13.5  (83) 
Nukarni FC 10.7  (67) 

Nukarni FC 

Goal Kickers: T. Iredell 3, K. 
Hayden 3, B. Giles 2, S. Dawson, L. 
Gilbert 

Best Players: M. Davis, K. Hayden, 
C. Crook, K. Swarts, D. Giles 

Southern Cross FC  

Goal Kickers: T. Shadbolt 3, J. Della 
Bosca 2, R. Redfern 2, A. Birch 2, D. 
Stephen, R. Blackman, A. Ajang, D. 
Karra 

Best Players: R. Redfern, A. Ajang, 
T. Shadbolt, D. Karra, C. Nind 

Reserves 

NUKARNI FC v. SOUTHERN 
CROSS FC  

Nukarni FC 16.10  (106) 
Southern Cross FC 4.2 (26) 

Nukarni FC 

Goal Kickers: D. Snelling 3, C. 
Wansbrough 3, M. Harrod 3, M. 
Shaw 2, E. Enright, S. Mongoo, B. 
Hayden, J. Schuts, C. Smith 

Best Players:B. Hayden, R. Beilken, 
M. Harrod, C. Wansbrough, M. 
Shaw 

Belt Up Round 6  

 

League 
 

BRUCE ROCK FC (15.14) d. 

KULIN/KONDININ FC (6.10) 

 

CORRIGIN FC (22.11) d. 

HYDEN/KARLGARIN FC 

(7.15) 

 

NUKARNI FC (15.13) d. 

BURRACOPPIN FC (6.4) 

 

NAREMBEEN FC (14.14) d. 

SOUTHERN CROSS FC 

(11.13) 

 

EDFL Reserves 
 

KULIN/KONDININ FC 

(13.10) d. BRUCE ROCK FC 

(3.2) 

 

CORRIGIN FC (22.15) d. 

HYDEN/KARLGARIN FC (1.1) 

 

NUKARNI FC (6.10) d. 

BURRACOPPIN FC (5.11) 

 

NAREMBEEN FC (10.6) d. 

SOUTHERN CROSS FC (9.9) 

 

Eastern Districts Football League Nukarni Football Club 
Southern Cross FC 

Goal Kickers: J. Liddle 

Best Players: M. Collins, J. Liddle, J. 
Liddle, A. McEwen, A. Winn 

League 

Nukarni FC 15.13 (103) 
Burracoppin FC 6.4 (40) 

Burracoppin FC  

Goal Kickers: D. Flockart, S. Price, 
M. Baltovich, A. Tucker, S. Kerse, 
S. Hutchings 

Best Players:S. Troy, J. Rudolph, J. 
Everett, D. Flockart, C. Lowe 

Nukarni FCGoal Kickers:D. Giles 5, 
S. Hooper 3, T. Iredell 2, S. 
Summerfield 2, M. Sharp, J. Crook, 
C. Jolly 

Best Players:D. Giles, M. Davis, F. 
Silver, C. Crook, P. Gray 

Reserves 

Nukarni 6.10 (46)  
Burracoppin 5.11 (41) 

Burracoppin FC 

Goal Kickers: M. Barnett 2, C. 
Craine, T. Lane, J. Downsborough 

Best Players: R. Duffield, M. 
Barnett, S. Cooper, G. Greenham, S. 
Baker 

Nukarni FC 

Goal Kickers: M. Harrod 2, D. 
Snelling, B. Wegner, M. Shaw, G. 
Hayden 

Best Players: M. Harrod, B. Wegner, 
J. Waters, J. Benson-King 

This weekend the boys travel down 
to Narembeen so all supporters get 
down and support the Nukarni boys 
to get couple of wins on the board. 

Nukarni player Cam Smith going up against Nukarni player James Benson-King that 
offered to pa for SX to help them out with numbers.  Photo by Kylie Garwood 

Nukarni player Michael Davis, Fairest and Best winner for the belt up round.  Photo by 
Kip Stapely 

Nukarni Reserves team having their final talk before the start of the Derby. Photo by 
Kylie Garwood 
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Netball 

By MEL CARR 

Saturday 20th May 

Spotlight on Junior B 

Junior B is generally when our little 
netballers experience netball for the 
first time.  All the skills, drills and 
practise come together and they get 
their shot at being a part of the big 
league.  Real rules, real positions, 
real teams and real quarters.  This is 
the time when they can begin to put 
together the combination of skills, 
technique and game smarts into 
practical use.  From many years 
spent watching children of this age, 
you can begin to see their 
inclinations towards the different on- 
court positions start to come through,  
and can see their natural progression 
towards defence, attack or centre 
court.  What I also find particularly 
interesting, is that there are many 
starting in Junior B, whilst their 
mum’s are still playing A2 & A1.  
The fascinating part is seeing if the 
children will show an inclination 
towards defence like their Mum, or 
will they buck the trend and head 
into attacking territory?  We do see 
both.  Sometimes you can even pick 
who the child is because they show 
similar on-court characteristics to 

Gems vs Karni Jewells 

their Mum.  It really is one of the 
most interesting ages to sit and watch 
because it is still so raw and new, yet 
they are also all finding their feet and 
becoming the future netballers that 
they will be. 

Blues 21 vs Jets 21 

Gems 27 vs Karni Jewels 26 

Junior A 

Blues 42 vs Jets 17 

Fairest & Best Brooklyn Garlett, 
Gabrielle McCormack and Brooke 
Major. 

Gems 35 vs Karni Jewels 18 

Fairest & Best Chloe Walsh, 
Georgina Squire and Sybella Tyak 
White. 

A2 
 
Jets 48 vs Blues 31 

Fairest & Best Lauren Barrass, Kelly 
Robins and Tracy Berryman. 

Titans 67 vs Gems3 12 

Fairest & Best Tash Crees, Jenna 
Muir and Alyssa Ghirardi. 

Karni Jewels 45 vs Gems2 33 

Fairest & Best Marie Bartlett, Liana 

Craine and Tnaya Withers. 

A1 

Blues 32 vs Jets 28 

Fairest & Best Katie Drage, Chelsea 
Alvaro and Megan Beard. 

Karni Jewels 46 vs Gems 36 

Fairest & Best Ellen Silver, Katie 
Lubke and Shayley Hendriks. 

Saturday 27th May  

Junior B 

Titans 17 vs Blues 13 

Jets 5 vs Gems 28 

Junior A 

Titans 12 vs Blues 40 

Fairest & Best Brooklyn Garlett, 
Thea Chrisp and Shanae Mongoo. 

Jets 45 vs Gems 40 

Fairest & Best Kiara Flanagan, 
Maddison Lane and Ella DeLacy. 

Spotlight on A2 

This fixture saw the completion of 
the round with all A2 teams having 
played. All will no doubt be 
strategising and debating what will 
give them the edge over each other 
to establish dominance in the next 
round. 
Titans 66 vs Blues 37 was a game 
where Titans dominated on the 
scoreboard, but looked a lot closer 
whilst it was happening. Young 
Chloe Coomber scored 3, having an 
accurate 4 quarters as a shooter for 
Titans, with another young gun 
Melissa Taylor from Blues also 
giving her all. Claire Hannaford 
scored a neat 1 point for her centre 
court play. 

Karni 41 vs Gems 25 in a tough 
contest in which Karni produced a 
strong last half to beat Gems to the 
post. Angel Wise showed that she 
had the grit to get the job done best 
scoring the 3, with Marie Bartlett’s 

go, go go attitude through the centre 
scoring her the 2. Jessica Prowse, 
finishes off the voting with her 
determined efforts to get every ball. 

Jets 43 vs Gems2 36 in what was 
perhaps the game of the round, and 
in what promises to be a great match 
up every time the game is fixtured. 
Chloe Walsh continues her on court 
dominance with another 3, shooting 
and moving well for Gems. Andrea 
Roberts style of getting in and 
getting the job done scored her 2, 
and Louise Barrass’ giving all she 
had, let her scoop the 1. 

A1 
 
Jets 57 vs Gems 31 

Fairest & Best Lisa O’Neill, Sonya 
Smith and Steph Walsh. 

 
Titans 41 vs Blues 47 

Fairest & Best Tosha Harrison, 
Kristy Cooper and Emily Alberti. 

Blues defender Kelly Robbins attempting 
to stop goal 

Titans defender Jenna Muir blocking a pass 

Merredin Netball 
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Hockey 

By AMANDA SWARTS 

Burra travelled to Kellerberrin on 
Saturday 27th May for their fourth 
game of the season and continued 
their unbeaten run with a solid 3-0 
victory over the Keller girls. With 
a number of our more experienced 
players out, the younger and newer 
players really stepped up, working 
together and holding the play up 
forward for long periods. Jorja 
Downsborough, Teagan Pascoe 
and and Shannon Postans played 
well in their positions all day, with 
Claudia de Lacy holding the 
Centre Half position with 
incredible ease in Jordan's absence. 
Goal scorers for the match were 
Amy Robartson, Teagan Pascoe 
and Kate Crees. 

Kellerberrin were struggling for 
numbers at the start of the season 
so it was great to see them with a 
full side on Saturday. 

Although the score line was one-
sided, one thing that can never be 
denied is Keller's spirit. They were 
determined in defence right up 
until the final siren and their goalie 
Codi is undeniably the best goalie 
in the association. Sam Griffiths 
had a fantastic game down back, 
so it was no surprise to see herself 
and Codi get the post game awards 
for Keller. Kellerberrin played 

Burra Have 3-0 Win Away 
with great sportsmanship and they 
are always welcoming and friendly 
post-game. It was great to watch the 
men's game with them afterwards. 
Burracoppin thanks Dave and Chris 
for umpiring and to Keller for 
hosting us. 

Joint Best Player (sponsored by the 
Commercial Hotel Merredin) went to 
Kate Crees for another fantastic 
game both in the forward and back 
line.  

Joint Best Player (sponsored by 
Coach Steve Gregory) went to 
Claudia de Lacy, who had her best 
game of the season in Centre Half, a 
position usually player by sister 
Jordan. 

Coach's Award (sponsored by Ag 
Implements) was awarded to Sophie 
Hooper, who Steve was very 
impressed with in her Inner position 
on Saturday. 

By AMANDA SWARTS 

Friday night 19th May, 
Burracoppin hosted Cunderdin on 
the Turf in the first night match of 
the season. Cunderdin brought a 
strong side across and it was a 
tight first half, with both teams 
controlling periods of play. Burra 
were finally able to penetrate 
Cunderdin's backline, with the ball 
peppered at the goalie by about 6 
different Burra players like a 
pinball before Claudia de Lacy 
managed to slot it in for a goal. 

Burra were doing well at keeping 
the Cunderdin forwards at bay 
right up until the last minute of the 
first half.  Burra let their guard 
down for just that minute and that 
was  all Cunderdin needed, their 
veteran forward Carolyn West 

Burracoppin draw with 
Cunderdin 1-1 

deflecting a goal in the dying 
seconds of the first half. 

Burra were adamant they were going 
to make amends for the lapse in 
concentration, but Cunderdin were 
just as determined, defending well 
and sending some balls back with 
interest. Adele Alvaro was as 
tenacious as she was driven, willing 
her teammates to follow her lead. In 
the end, the score was a deserved 
draw at 1-1, with both teams feeling 
lucky, if somewhat unsatisfied. This 
consolidates Cunderdin's place at the 
top of the ladder, with Burra 3rd 
behind Quairading. 

Best Player (Sponsored by 
Edgecombe Jeweller) went to Adele 
Alvaro, who had a fantastic game in 
multiple positions. 

Coach's Award (Sponsored by 
Abby's B & B) was awarded to 
Jordan de Lacy, who has always 
been a solid and consistent 
contributor to our team, particularly 
in the Centre Half position. 

Burra thanks Cunderdin for the game 
and wishes them luck for the rest of 
the season. Thanks also to the 
Umpires and those that braved the 
cold to cheer us on. 

Burracoppin vs Cunderdin game 


