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Rural Dance Schools WA Second Annual Recital
By LANI MCGEADY
Sunday 30th November saw all the
students and families gather
together at Cummins Theatre for
the second Annual Recital of the
Merredin Branch of Rural Dance
Schools WA.
The stars of our show danced, span,
cartwheeled, leaped and turned to
the delight of parents and friends,
showing off their flexibility and
everything they have learned this
year.
We started our performance with
GREASE! The 33 jazz students
opened the show with a bang! Our
next performers were our youngest
dancers. The 3 and 4 yr olds hid at
the start, just displaying their lion
tails from behind the bush prop on
stage and then brought the house
down when they came out in their
very cute lion costumes ( complete
with manes! ) There were lovely
performances
to
“Butterfly
Kisses” (with more than a few tears
from the audience), and the theme
song from Titanic “My Heart Will
Go On”. There was more jazz with
Purple People Eater and Little Shop
Of Horrors, and the pom poms
were flying for Hey Mickey! Our
younger students performed ballet
pieces to Prince Ali from Aladdin
and the old favourite Running Bear.
The crowd just loved watching the
boys and girls backflipping and
doing their aerial work with
backbends and cartwheels galore in
the acro piece. Of course the
magnificent pink glittered tutus and
tiaras of the beautiful ballet to
Sleeping Beauty was just stunning
and was a favourite for many. We
were privileged to have the very
talented Toodyay Ballet school
students perform for us as well with

students travelling from Kellerberrin,
Beverley, Northam and Toodyay to
be a part of Merredin’s big day.
Every
student
received
their
participation trophy and certificate
with a beautiful photo as a keepsake.
There were also extra encouragement
and achievement awards during the
presentation ceremony.
Encouragement Awards 2016
Chloe Bartlett
Mary-Rose Bruiz
Skye Wilson
Mia Barnett
Samantha Cash
Casey Alvaro
Zoe Tompkin
Taliyah Cole
James Carnduff
Phoebe Hayden
Achievement Awards
Matilda Carr
Payton Webb
Lianie Coetzee
Ellie Criddle
Liana Crane
Stella Major
Olivia Sangalli
Isabella Barnett
Harry Farson
Halle Douglas
It really was a special event with
some parents moved to tears by the
graceful and sincere performances by
their children, and all extremely
proud to see what their children have
achieved. Congratulations to the
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Bongo Song—Destiny O’Donnell, Olivia Sangalli, Alice Hardham, Judd Major, Brooke Major,
Christopher Berryman, Harlie Corlett, Makayla Geier, Phoebe Hayden, Halle Douglas, James
Carnduff, Laura Atkinson, Isabella Barnett, Sophie Saunders, Adonijah Eastwick, Kendal Clark,
Jessica Manoni, Emma Moulin, Harry Farson—Names & photo supplied by Lani McGeady

In The Jungle—Angelica Kraske-Beck,
Matilda Carr, Greta Gethin, Caley Manning,
Erich Curan, Kaylee Clark, Michayla Maiolo,
Chloe Bartlett, Emma Carnduff—names &
photo supplied by Lani McGeady

Purple people eaters—Lani Dickinson, Shelby Roberts,
Emerald Hurle, Jessica Wahlsten, Lara Anderson,
Isabella Stones, Leila Hayden, Ellie Atkinson, Skye
Wilson, Casey Alvaro, Darci Jefferys, Stella Major—
names & photo supplied by Lani McGeady
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Community
Calendar
Every Saturday—Tammin Market
Tammin Roadhouse—9am –1pm
Batchelor 0428 371 221 for more info.

Day—Pumma
call Glenice

Saturday 12th November
Always…...Patsy Cline—Dinner 5.30 show 6.30—
Cummins Theatre, Merredin.
Tuesday 15th November
A morning with Ros Worthington—Author talk—
Merredin Library—RSVP to 9041 1222.
Friday 18th November
Christmas Bazaar—arts & crafts, party planners,
market stalls, home businesses. 5.30—9.30. Call
9041 1041 for more information.
Saturday 26th November
Merredin Rep Club ‘Lady Godiva’ 6.00pm—Cummins
Theatre
for
more
info
go
to
www.cumminstheatre.com.au
Sunday 27th November
Merredin Markets—9am - 1pm. Visitors Centre lawn.
Call 9041 1041 to book a stall.
Monday 28th November
Wheatbelt Business Network: Merredin Glazing 6pm—
7.30pm.
Regular Events

0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for 0—4 year
olds. Contact Emma Fitzsimons on 9041 0962 or
efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au

Church
Services
All Saints Anglican Church
Corner of Haig Road & South Avenue, 9am Sunday
Worship (except 4th Sunday), 4th Sunday 11am
Eucharist, Rev Dave Russell
Su Riley paradmin@westnet.com.au
Roman Catholic Church
South Avenue, 6.30pm Saturday, 11am Sunday,
Father Zygmunt Smigowski
Ph 9041 1118
Church of Christ
Throssell Road, 10am Sunday Worship and Sunday
School Ph 0408 484 711
Seventh-day Adventist Church
Kitchener Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship,
9.30am Saturday Bible Study
Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 3056
People’s Baptist Church
Kellerberrin, 10am Sunday Worship
Ph 0435 284 796
Revolution Youth
Church of Christ, Throssell Road
Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms)
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167
Merredin Churches Fraternal
PO Box 463, Merredin,
Malcolm Clark 9041 5215

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 9.30pm at the
Masonic Lodge in Coronation St. First night is free.
Beginners to advanced. Call Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see
Sue at the Chemist or Lyn at the Post Office.

Merredin United in Prayer
Cornerstone Christian Bookshop
7pm last Thursday of the Month

Camera Club—Photos due in 10 days prior (Sunday
evening).
dainasutherland@bigpond.com
October
theme: Graffiti.

Uniting Church
Fifth Street, 9am Sunday Service
Ph 0457 329 850

Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm,
0411 984 123 for more info.

call

Dennis

on

Merredin Community Singers—All levels welcome.
Monday nights 7.00pm at the Senior’s Centre.
Merredin Museum & Historical Society—Meets first
Wednesday each month, 5.00pm at Railway Museum. All
Welcome.
Merredin Riffle Club—1st and 3rd Sunday of the month.
9am—12noon. Call Stephen for more info on 0428 412 213.
Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 during the
school term at Throssel Road, opposite the pool. Contact
Daina on 0409 089 252.
Red Hat Lunch—Second Sunday of each month, 12 noon,
Shed Restaurant unless otherwise advised, contact Julie
Townrow
0429
411
377
or
email
julietownrow@westnet.com.au
Seniors Centre Craft Group—Wednesday mornings 9.30—
11.30, bring your own crafts or just come for a chat.
Seniors Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday morning
10.00—11.30am at the Seniors Centre. Free. All welcome.
Seniors Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00 at the Seniors
Centre. Afternoon tea to follow. Free.
Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the Merredin
Library, for children up to 5 years old.
Tales of Times Past—All welcome to tell their stories or
just listen. Mondays 10.00am—11.30am, starting with
morning tea. Senior’s Centre. $1.
Tribal Belly Dancing—Fun and fitness for all ages and
levels of experience. Mondays 5.30—7.00pm. First night is
free. 110 Barrack Street. Contact Kirsty 9041 1041.

Fortnightly
Merredin Community Resource Centre
110 Barrack Street, Merredin
Ph: 9041 1041 Fax: 9041 1042
Deadlines
(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE)
Articles: 5pm Wednesday
Advertising: Booking 5pm Thursday
Copy finalised 11am Friday
Classifieds: 10am Monday
Contacts:
Content—Kirsty Rochford 9041 1041
administration@merredincrc.com
Advertising— Corey Tucker 9041 1041
marketing@merredincrc.com
Upcoming Editions
25th November
9th & 23rd December
Available as an online subscription,
www.merredincrc.com

Tales of the Past
My paternal grandmother did not deal with
money in any way. Her husband did all the
shopping for the family of seven children, his
brother, his wife and himself. He even bought
his wife’s underclothes. My grandmother
often spoke about this when I was growing up.
Many years later (I was by this time in my
early thirties) I was working in Perth and one
afternoon went shopping looking for a bargain
because the sales were on at the time. In one
shop I found a dress I liked, but when I went
to buy it did not have enough cash. I asked
that the sales person take a deposit on the
article and I would return the next day to pay
the total cost.
This particular shop had a policy of not
keeping articles at sales time.
I was
disappointed so the sales lady asked if I had a
cheque book, (remember them?). I did, so
pulled it out and wrote a cheque for the
amount needed. She looked at my signature
and said, “Do you come from Merredin?”
When I said that I did she replied, “I used to
work at Atkinson’s and there was a man with
the same surname who used to come into the
shop and buy all his wife’s clothes—even her
corsets.”
She then proceeded to describe my paternal
grandfather in detail—there was no doubt it
was him. By this time he and my grandmother
had passed away so I could not tell them the
story.

Library Musings
Did you know that 2016 is the year of Digital
Inclusion? What does that mean you ask. The
idea of highlighting digital inclusion is to help
Australians to realise their online potential and
celebrate the benefits of digital literacy. You
might think this is a strange thing for libraries to
champion. For many years people have believed
that book publishing would cease in print format
and would solely be digital – that people would
prefer to read an eBook than a print copy and that
the public library would be a thing of the past.
The reality is that only about 5% of book loans in
libraries are digital despite library members in WA
having free access to nearly 20,000 items online.
Many people still prefer to read a print copy.
There is something about holding a book and
smelling the pages and the ink. However, when
travelling, I admit that eBooks are much more
practical. You can have many, many eBooks,
eMagazines and eAudiobooks on a laptop, tablet
or even a phone than you can find space for the
equivalent in print or disk form. Thus digital
inclusion does not mean print exclusion. And for
those nay-sayers out there, reading an eBook is
still reading.

Ask library staff how you can access the vast
quantity of eResources through the library. If you
are not a member of the library yet (tut, tut),
membership is free to all residents. All you need
to do is come in with proof of your current address
and fill out a form. Merredin Regional Library is
open Monday, Wednesday and Fridays from
10.00am – 5.00pm, Tuesday and Thursday from
10.00am – 6.00pm and Saturday mornings from
10.00am -12noon.
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Dimensions Café—Best Coffee in the West
By COURTNEY MADIGAN
Dimensions Cafe and Wellness Centre in Merredin
has received the title of Best in The West for their
coffee.
RadioWest were on the hunt for the best tastes in
the West, crowning businesses in 10 different
categories; Coffee, Pub, Pizza, Hot Chips, Burger,
Restaurant, Chicken Parmigiana, Chinese, Fish and
Chips and Pie.
After being nominated on Facebook, Dimensions
Cafe and Wellness Centre made it in to the Top 7
for best coffee across the West, competing against
the likes of Kalgoorlie, Narrogin, Albany,
Northam, Bunbury and Esperance.

It was then out to the public to decide who would
be crowned the winner, with well over 500 people
registering telephone and online votes.
Dimensions Cafe and Wellness Centre owner and
manager Di Dixon received the phone call from
RadioWest, informing her that the cafe had won
the title of Best in the West for coffee, after
racking up a huge 35.4 percent of overall votes.
She credited Rubra coffee, Jersey Girl milk and
qualified barista staff for the delicious tasting
coffee and thanked all her loyal customers for their
continued support during the year Dimensions Cafe
and Wellness Centre has been opened.

Rural Dance Schools WA Second Annual Recital cont from page 1.
winners of the Scholarships for 2017.
Adonijah Eastwick took out the
Shining Star Award and has already
taken advantage of free classes at
Toodyay Ballet School. Adonijah
attended 6 classes on Thursday and
was warmly welcomed and had a
fantastic first day.
Makayla Geier was awarded a partial
Scholarship which entitles her to free
classes in Merredin and Toodyay in
two genres for 2017.
Sophie Saunders was awarded the full
Scholarship and will receive free
lessons in any classes in Merredin
and Toodyay for 2017.
Next year is shaping up to be our
biggest yet with the introduction of
the Merredin Competition Team. This
team of dancers will perform at local
events like the Merredin Agricultural
show and also compete at local
competitions in Northam. There may
also be some students who are
interested in traveling further to
compete in Perth or interstate, we are
excited to see where this may take
some children!
We are bringing two teachers next
year to enable us to run more classes
and accommodate more children. The
new uniform is also on order and
everyone who tried on samples at the
concert were so excited, it looks
amazing! Don’t hesitate to find us at
www.ruraldanceschoolswa.com.

Prince Ali—Tahlia Dorge, Charlotte Criddle,
Caleb Foster, Kate Cash, Keira English, Skye
Wilson, Lianie Coetzee, Abigail Smith, Isabella
Stones
Sleeping Beauty—Brock Peters, Mia Collins, Payton Webb, Rebecca Mullins, Mary-Rose Bruiz,
Tahlia Dorge, Charlotte Criddle, Caleb Foster, Kate Cash, Keira English, Skye Wilson, Lianie Coetzee,
Abigail Smith, Isabella Stones, Ella Webb, Ella Wahlsten, Kendal Clark, Mia Barnett, Jessica
Wahlsten, Destiny O’Donnell, Ellie Criddle, Jordi Smith, Liana Craine, Adonijah Eastwick, Samantha
Cash, Sophie Saunders, Halle Douglas, Holly Taylor

Butterfly Kisses—Ella Webb, Ella
Wahlsten, Kendal Clark, Mia Barnett,
Jessica Wahlsten, Destiny O’Donnell, Ellie
Criddle

All students at the annual recital

Beautiful babies—Angelica Kraske-Beck,
Matilda Carr, Greta Gethin, Caley Manning,
Erich Curan, Kaylee Clark, Michayla Maiolo,
Chloe Bartlett, Emma Carnduff
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25th & 26th October 2016
Trevor Broughton was convicted of
possessing drug paraphernalia in or on
which there was a prohibited drug or
plant, fined $200 and ordered to pay
costs of $188.
Clyde Doward was found guilty of
having no authority to drive (fines
suspended), fined $200 and ordered to
pay costs of $188.

Riverlee Guess was convicted of
having no authority to drive—
suspended
(other
than
fines
suspension), received a 7 month
suspended
imprisonment
order
suspended for 12 months and had her
licence suspended for a further 9
months, she was convicted of reckless
driving (dangerous to public or any
person), received a 12 month
suspended
imprisonment
order
suspended for 12 months and had her
licence suspended for 10 months, was
convicted of driving, causing or
permitting a vehicle with a forged,
replica or false plate to be driven and
fined $400, and convicted of using an
unlicensed vehicle on a road, fined
$300, ordered to pay costs of $169.10
and to pay a half annual licence fee of
$135.90.
Jye Harris plead guilty to having no
authority to drive (never held), fined
$250, ordered to pay costs of $188 and
had his licence suspended for 3
months.
Brendan Hayden was found guilty of
stealing, fined $350, ordered to pay
costs of $98.50 and to pay
compensation of $50, and found guilty
of breach of bail undertaking, fined
$250 and ordered to pay costs of $325.
Cecelia Hayden was found guilty of
common assault in circumstances of
aggravation or racial aggravation, fined
$500 and ordered to pay costs of
$88.50.
Courtney Hayden was found guilty of
unlawfully assaulting and thereby
doing bodily harm with circumstances
of aggravation, received an 11 month
suspended
imprisonment
order
suspended for 12 months and ordered
to pay costs of $98.50, convicted of
disorderly behaviour in public,
received a continued community based
order and fined $600, convicted of
escaping from lawful custody and
received a continued community based
order and an 11 month suspended
imprisonment order suspended for 12
months, convicted of disorderly
behaviour in public, received a
continued community based order and
fined $600, and found guilty of
breaching of a bail undertaking,
received an 11 month suspended
imprisonment order suspended for 12
months, ordered to pay costs of $325
and forfeited bail of $1000.
Lee Herlihy was found guilty of
aggravated burglary and committing an
offence and was convicted of
breaching of bail undertaking and
received an imprisonment order for 1
month.
Kevin Humphries was found guilty of
disorderly behaviour in public, fined
$600 and ordered to pay costs of $188,
convicted of having no authority to

Police Report

Court Report
drive (never held), fined $250, ordered
to pay costs of $88.50 and had his
licence suspended for 3 months, and
convicted of stealing a motor vehicle
and driving recklessly, fined $1500,
ordered to pay compensation of $1000
and had his licence suspended for 6
months.
Aisha James was convicted of
possessing
a
prohibited
drug
(cannabis), fined $300 and ordered to
pay costs of $353, convicted of
possessing drug paraphernalia in or on
which there was a prohibited drug or
plant and fined $200, and convicted of
driving with prescribed illicit drug in
oral fluid or blood and fined $250.
Tammy Jetta plead guilty to employing
or permitting an unlicensed or
unauthorised person to drive a motor
vehicle, fined $250 and ordered to pay
costs of $188.
Graham Kerse was found guilty of 2
counts of failing to ensure safe-keeping
of firearm/ammunition, fined $800 and
ordered to pay costs of $188, and
found guilty of being an unlicensed
person possessing firearm/ammunition
and fined $200.
Barbara McMahon was convicted of
driving with a prescribed illicit drug in
oral fluid or blood, fined $400 and
ordered to pay costs of $388.
Allen McMillan was convicted of
having no authority to drive (never
held), fined $550, ordered to pay costs
of $188 and had his licence suspended
for 6 months.
Bradley Morrell plead guilty to
driving, causing or permitting a vehicle
with a forged, replica or false plate to
be driven, fined $200 and ordered to
pay costs of $188, plead guilty to using
an unlicensed vehicle on a road, fined
$100 and ordered to pay a half annual
fee of $34.02, and plead guilty to
having no authority to drive (fines
suspended) and fined $200.
Frederick Oversby plead guilty to
possessing
a
prohibited
drug
(cannabis), fined $300 and ordered to
pay costs of $188, and plead guilty to
possessing drug paraphernalia in or on
which there was a prohibited drug or
plant and fined $200.

Matuakore Patuwai plead guilty to
having no authority to drive—
cancelled, fined $400, ordered to pay
costs of $188 and had his licence
suspended for 9 months.
Adam Rika was convicted of having
no authority to drive, fined $250,
ordered to pay costs of $188 and had
his licence suspended for 3 months.
Nikeeta Robinson plead guilty to
having no authority to drive—
cancelled, fined $400, ordered to pay
costs of $188 and had her licence
suspended for a further 9 months.
Kathleen Skalko was convicted of
driving with prescribed illicit drug in
oral fluid or blood, fined $400 and
ordered to pay costs of $353.
Deanna Taumalolo was convicted of
17 counts of gains benefit by fraud,
received a community based order and
fined $1000.

By Senior
CROOK

Sergeant

SHANE

It’s been a busy week for Merredin
Police with several people being
charged for a variety of offences
including three for driving with a
blood alcohol limit in excess of 0.05.
Remember every vehicle stopped by
Police the driver gets breath tested
so please don’t drink and drive.
We have attended a number of
domestic violence incidents in town
whereby offenders have been
charges with a number of offences.
Of particular note on 31 October
2016 a male person was charged
with Criminal Damage due to a
domestic incident with inquiries
ongoing for a further allegation of
Assault Occasioning Bodily Harm.
This is a timely reminder that we as
a community should not tolerate any
form of domestic violence and
where evidence exists police will
charge and prosecute offenders.
There have been several reports of
stealing lately from our local shops,
a female adult has been charged with
stealing
from
Target
with
investigation continuing in relation
to others involved.
Police in
conjunction with shop owners are
planning on implementing a
program whereby offenders charged
with stealing from shops in

Merredin, may be banned from
entering these premises for a period
of time. After the ban notice is
served if the banned person enters
the shop during this banned period
they may be further charged with
trespass or other related offences.
Remember entering a shop that is
owned by someone or a company is
not a right.
I would like to remind people that
the best time to contact police to
report an incident is at the time it
occurs, we are not a 24 hour police
station but there are police on duty
during most times of the day. While
we can still investigate matters that
are reporting after getting to an
incident just after it happens will
give us an even better chance of
catching or identifying an offender.
This also includes reports of hoon
driving.
I often hear people say they didn’t
ring as they didn’t want to annoy us,
my response is always you will not
annoy us because that’s what we are
here for.
We are getting good results due to
receiving information from you so
please if you have any information
in relation to property or drug
offences you can call us direct on
9041 1322 or Crime Stoppers on
1800 333 000.

MERREDIN COMMUNITY & REGIONAL NEWS Friday, November 11, 2016

Letter to the Editor
By MARTIN MORRIS
This year marks 25 years we started
having Christmas lights in Merredin.
Yep, that long.
They have provided enjoyment and
Christmas spirit to our community to be
enjoyed by all. Over the years, there
have been some fantastic displays, with
whole streets getting into the swing of
things.
Caridi Close has been brilliant. For
those who saw it, who could forget the
way the residents of Priestly Street put
out the street candles each night. Cowan
Way has just about every house
involved every year. Over the years,
families like the Postans, Manning’s,
Fleay’s, Astbury’s, Eriksen’s, and
probably the Morris family have gone
over the top and provided some great
eye catching displays. The Manoni’s
and Lindley’s were unique to say the
least, but yes, they entered into the
spirit of things. Nobody would ever
expect every house to be decorated, nor
have them covered in lights like some
of us, but imagine how great it would
be if a lot of houses put up at least one
strand on the front of their house. Just
driving down the street would feel
festive.
People have become involved by
dressing up and giving out free lollies,
cakes etc.
Lots of houses have Christmas lights
around their back veranda or patio
where it is only the people who live
there can see them. How about putting a
set out the front for everyone to enjoy.
We have often counted well over 200

vehicles driving through our street and
on some nights it includes bus-loads of
people from the surrounding towns. A
great indication of how much people
enjoy the lights.
Let’s make this year special. Yes it’s
frivolous to some, but to others it brings
a lot of joy. As our daughters still say, it
doesn’t feel like Christmas until they
see Christmas lights in Merredin. It’s
been a part of their lives for 25 years.
It doesn’t take much, but a small
amount of Christmas lighting on more
houses combines together to help add a
festive and happy feeling to this time of
year.
Over the 25 years, the Christmas lights
in Merredin have bought a lot of joy
and fun to a lot of people. Help to make
the 25th Anniversary of the Merredin
Christmas Lights absolutely special.
Get involved and put up some lights.
I would not be in favour of any form of
Christmas Light competition, as it
would not encourage people to get
involved as they would think that they
would have to cover their houses with
lights. I would prefer a Participant
Raffle where the names of anyone who
has made an effort to put some
Christmas lights up to join in the festive
spirit go into a draw where there could
be something like 6 names drawn out.
The minimum prize should be enough
to cover the cost of the lights.
Of course, if you want to put a lot of
lights up – GO FOR IT. It’s fun and
gives a lot of enjoyment to lots of
people.
Have a great summer one and all.
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My Thoughts
Volunteers
I hesitate to write this because I am
sure to miss out on some folk.
Please put the omission down to
‘elderliness’ of mind. I have no wish
to offend, but want to recognise at
least some of the volunteers who do
such sterling work in the community.
I’ll begin with the Christian
Bookshop. All the work done there
is on a volunteer basis to provide a
service to the community. There is
not another Christian bookshop
between Perth and Kalgoorlie.
Allied to this is the Emergency Food
agency which is open to those in
need. The goods are provided by
you, the community members.
The Churches Fraternal members are
there to help the people in the
community and part of their work is
done through the God Shed (which
provide furniture to those in need).
Once again the furniture is donated
by you. Another aspect of this work
is the One-night-shelter. This gives
accommodation to folk who perhaps
have nowhere to sleep for the night.
The cleaning, laundry and general
upkeep is all done by volunteers.
Gentle Gym and Merredin Moving
to Music are both run by volunteers
for your (and my) benefit and are
part of the Senior Centre programme.
As well as a Craft morning is run at
the centre and a programme called
Tales of the Past is held there.
Merredin
Community
Choir
members have delighted us all with
their music and if you drive along
French Avenue on a Monday
evening you will note the dedication
as they come together to practise—
once again volunteers.
The more
I write, the more
community aspects I recall. What
about the Merredin Community
Garden. I have not visited it, but am
intrigued by all the things I see
growing there as I drive along Bates
Street. Yes, you guessed it, more
volunteers!
Do you enjoy the Merredin Markets?
The CRC plan, organise and run
these days. Think of the setting up
involved, and the cleaning up after.
There is a lot of volunteer
involvement
from
staff
and
committee for these days. Also,
spare a thought for the man who
volunteers for the CRC to arrange

burials at the
Pet Cemetery.
I
haven’t
checked lately
but not so
long ago the
graves there
were dug by
hand and the
area is heavy
soil. People
volunteer
Esther Robartson
because they
care for us and for our community.
Merredin Men’s Shed—think of all
the activity that goes on there, of the
work done for the community by the
members and of a place for folk to
meet. Once again we are looking at
volunteers.
Have you visited the Military
Museum or the Railway Museum
lately? Think of the time given by
the volunteers who run those two
excellent facilities. Hours and hours
of commitment.
Every second Wednesday during
school terms volunteers run the
programme for Mothers of Pre
School children (MOPS). This is a
programme where children are cared
for while their mothers have a break,
a chat and a cuppa. Then there are
those folk who run the Play Group—
hats off to all you lovely volunteers.
Have you visited Petticoat Lane? It
is always clean, neat and tidy and
you will be welcomed by the folk
who run it so well. I have found
many bargains there—if you haven’t
looked in, do so.
The Merredin Senior Centre is now
manned and ‘wo-manned’ by
volunteers from Monday to Friday
from 9.30am to 1.30/2pm. You are
always welcome to call in for a chat
and a cuppa or for some
information—even if you are NOT a
senior.
Sporting groups/clubs require lots of
volunteers so that they run
successfully. Do spare a thought for
the coaches, organisers, helpers—
you name them—they all volunteer
to provide exercise, interest,
recreation and somewhere to go.
If you get an opportunity say ‘Thank
you’ to a volunteer and show your
appreciation for what each person
does.

Do you have something to say?
Write a Letter to the Editor, email to
administration@merredincrc.com or drop it in to 110
Barrack Street, Merredin.
And have your say.
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Sustainable farming funds released for Wheatbelt
Using locally sourced lime to fight
soil acidity in the Wheatbelt was
one of seven projects to share in
$85,500 in new funding for
sustainable agriculture.
More than 70 landholders, farmers,
scientists and bureaucrats have met
in Northam for Wheatbelt NRM’s
annual general meeting.
The group’s chief executive officer
Natarsha Woods said more than 14
million hectares of farming soils in
the Wheatbelt were affected by

acidity.
“Spreading lime helps to lower
acidity in the soil profile, but most
of the lime has to be trucked in
from the coast.” Natarsha Woods
said.
“This project focuses on using
locally sourced lime from the
Wheatbelt.”

Growing pastures in acidic soils
around Moorine Rock and the
impact wheat on wheat crop
rotations has on weeds and
profitability at the Liebe Group’s
trial site at Dalwalinu.
Funding for the seven projects
comes from the Australian
government’s National Landcare
program.

Also announced at Wheatbelt
NRM’s annual general meeting
was its new board member Sarah
Hyde.
The executive officer of the Facey
Group will join the group’s seven
other community based board
members to help drive natural
resource management in the
region.

The Merredin and Districts Farm
Improvement
Group’s
vice
chairman
Andrew
Crook
welcomed the announcement.
“We’ve been running trials using
lime
sourced
from
around
Merredin, which significantly
reduces the cost.” Andrew Crook
said.
“This $23,000 of funding will help
our group extend that trial to more
properties and add closer chemical
analysis and particle size of the
lime.”

The Facey Group's executive officer
Sarah Hyde is the newest board
member with natural resource
management group Wheatbelt NRM

Other projects included the impact
chicken manure, lupins and vetch
have on soils in the Newdegate
area.

Andrew Crook from the Merredin and Districts Farm Improvement Group has welcomed
funding from Wheatbelt NRM to continue trialling locally sourced lime
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Get Set for more live music in
Merredin
Following a huge tour recently which saw Music Feedback being
launched, and 25 acts playing
packed shows including the Big
Bash Music Festival – the
Wheatbelt
Touring
Circuit
continues with Tour 5 set to show
just why the touring circuit has
been nominated as a Finalist for a
Western
Australian
Regional
Achievement and Community
Award (Regional Safety Award).
Headlined by festival fave Joel
Barker, who will be launching a
new single, all dates will also see
him joined by recent Song Of The
Year nominee Tracey Barnett.
Across the venues, Wheatbelt acts
supporting the headliners will
include Buzzer the Bush Balladeer,
Duane Ratima and a special guest
from the Narrogin Musicians
Association (TBA).
Continuing its partnership with
RAC, and with support from the
Department of Culture and the
Arts, Royalties For Regions and
Country Arts WA, WAM’s 2016
Wheatbelt Touring Circuit Tour 5
will roll into Jurien Bay on Friday
18 November at Dobbyn Park;
Saturday 19 in Merredin at The
Tivoli Room in Cummins Theatre;

and finishing Sunday 20 at the
Quindanning Inne. All shows are
free entry.
As previously announced, this year
sees the introduction of the
WAMbassadors initiative, which
involves select musicians from
across
the
Wheatbelt
region
engaging with communities during
the Wheatbelt Touring Circuit series.
The WAMbassadors’ role is to assist
the Wheatbelt music networks and
audiences to establish financially
viable regional tour circuits, all the
while
creating
long-lasting
community
impacts,
including
promoting
the
#elephantinthewheatbelt road safety
campaign from RAC.
The Wheatbelt Touring Circuit is a
rare program that sees free entry
performances in traditional pub
venues, community rec centres and
clubs throughout the Wheatbelt
region, with leading acts from WA’s
metro areas combining with a vast
array of talented upcoming and
established acts from the Wheatbelt.
Find out more info by checking out
the Wheatbelt Touring Circuit
Program.

A Change for the Merredin Markets
By COREY TUCKER
October saw a pretty big turnout for the Merredin
Markets on Sunday 23rd, and market organisers
couldn’t help but realise a ‘cage’ of stalls build up
around the lawn. The busy atmosphere of the
markets looks great from afar, but a cluttered
feeling quickly spreads to our stall holders and
members of the public. With more stallholders
attending the markets, we thought that maybe the
Merredin Markets should learn from Nungarin’s
Markets and spread out a little more, allowing for
larger stall sites, and with the room for expanding.
Currently the CRC already closes off the east
carpark adjoined to the Visitor Centre’s lawn so for

November Markets we would like to experiment
with an idea to improve the Merredin Markets.
CRC will be organising with stallholders to book a
site inside of the carpark area that is available and
spread out the stalls to allow the customers plenty
of room to look around and shop. Remember that
there is no lawn here to peg your marquee, so
sandbags or weights will be needed if you have
your own marquee.
The next Merredin Markets are on Sunday 27th
November and will hopefully continue to improve
the experience for everyone. If you would like to
book a stall or have any queries, please call the
CRC on 9041 1041.
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Donations help upgrade aged care lodge
By PETER COGAN
Generous donations from former
residents and the Merredin
community have helped to make
life more comfortable for 19
permanent residents of the
Moorditj Mia and Berringa Lodge.
The donations combined with
funding from the WA Country
Health Service—Wheatbelt region
have provided new floor coverings,
painting and a large dining table
and new dining chairs. The chairs
are adjustable to allow residents to
sit
more
comfortably
and
communicate easily.

Merredin Health Service Manager
Sharon Hearns said the residents
were delighted with the newly
plastered and painted walls, fresh
carpet, vinyl in the bedrooms and
new vertical and roller blinds.
“Generous financial gifts from
donors help us provide a homely
environment for residents where they
can receive the best care in the best
place.”
Anyone interested in making a
donation should contact the Merredin
Health Services Manager Sharon
Hearns on 9081 3222.

Moorditj
Mia
(Noongar
Translation: Good Home) is a high
care facility with 10 beds, located
on the southern end of the
Merredin Hospital.
Berringa Lodge built in 1990 by
the
Merredin
Shire
and
community, was gifted to the
Merredin Health Service in
October 2003. The Lodge is
detached from the main Hospital
building and is located on Haig
Road.
It is a low care facility with 10
single rooms all with ensuites,
communal dining room, sitting/
lounge room, kitchen and laundry.

Relaxing in the sitting area is resident Patricia Riggs, Health Services Manager Sharon
Hearns, Operations Manager Brenda Bradley and resident Maria Trunfio
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Cactus – wanted dead or alive
By KELLY MANNING
Western Australia is host to many cactus
varieties that pose a threat to agriculture,
communities and the environment.
The Department of Agriculture and Food is
bringing attention to this pest by marking ‘cactus
month’ this November – urging local landholders
and communities to report infestations.
A range of opuntioid cacti (the prickly pear
family) are Weeds Of National Significance in
Australia, and now classified as declared plants
in Western Australia under the Biosecurity and
Agriculture Management Act 2007(BAMA).
This means that if these plants are on your
property, you are required by law to manage
them according to their declaration category.

Typically, problem plants that are not present in
WA are declared under the prevention category,
which means they are prohibited from entering
the state. Declared species that are present in WA
are assigned different categories such as
eradication or control.
Of 27 species of opuntioid cacti species, 23 are
present in WA. If you have these on your
property, you must take action to control or
eradicate them.
WA is in a fairly unique position when it comes
to these cacti, as there are relatively low numbers
of known infestations and the total area infested
is also low, compared to other states. In NSW for

example, Hudson pear cactus infests 60,000 ha in
the Lightning Ridge area. Hudson pear has been
found in WA but infestations have not yet
reached the proportions they have elsewhere.
This means WA has a good opportunity to
prevent further spread and even eradicate many
infestations of opuntioid weeds.

To achieve this we first need to know the extent
of their distribution and this is where everyone
can play a part.
In the Merredin shire we know of some
Opuntioid cacti varieties, these include (Opuntia
microdasys, Opuntia robusta, Opuntia tomentosa
and Opuntia ficus-indica).
Their current collective impact may be low but
unless controlled, some species will continue to
grow and spread and could devastate agricultural
activities, biodiversity and the cultural values of
our region.
If you are unsure whether or not you have a
declared plant or animal on your property that
you are required to manage, visit the Department
of Agriculture and Food (DAFWA) website. You
will find information on all declared pests in WA
including images for identification and the most
effective control techniques.

If a new species of invasive cacti can be detected
while the population is small, eradication is often
feasible. There are numerous examples of
successful eradication.

Opuntia microdasys By Stan Shebs

Unfortunately, many infestations go un-noticed
and are not reported. Don’t let this happen in
your neighbourhood; get it before it gets hold on
your property.
Report large weedy infestations of Opuntioid
cactus to: Kelly Manning 0427 776 341 or
kelly.manning@agric.wa.gov.au.
Pest and Disease Information Service (PaDIS)
1800 084 881
MyWeedWatcher smartphone and tablet
application https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/weedsurveillance.
Online
reporting
myweedwatcher.

tool

agric.wa.gov.au/
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CRC COMMUNITY NEWS
Merger of two WAbased peaks a first for
Western Australia
On the morning of Tuesday 25th
October 2016, members of the
Association for Western Australian
Community
Resource
Centres
(AWACRC) voted unanimously at
their AGM to merge with Linkwest,
the peak body for Neighbourhood
Centres (NCs) in WA.
The Hon. Paul Miles, newly
appointed Minister for Local
Government; Community Services;
Seniors and Volunteering; Youth,
and Mr Shane Love, Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister for
Regional Development; Lands;
attended an informal merger
celebration in the same afternoon,
which was held as a part of the
Linkwest and AWACRC two-day
Stronger Together conference.
This merging of two peak
organisations is a first for Western
Australia.
The idea of a merger was first
considered over two years ago,
when Linkwest was approached by
the Board of the AWACRC - an
unfunded peak body overseen by a
volunteer board.
Activities to
promote and advocate on behalf the
AWACRC members i.e. WA-based
Community Resource Centres, were
driven purely by the passion and
dedication of the board members.
“Staying in the same model was
very early ruled out as an option, as
delivery of services by an unfunded
association is very limited,” said Lee
Steel, Chair of the AWACRC board.
“It is dependent upon volunteers and
the generosity of the CRCs they
were employed by. Instead of being
a reactive board, there was a clear
need to be proactive. There is no
doubt that merging with Linkwest
would allow this to happen.”
Combining two memberships into

A sea of green as AWACRC members vote unanimously to merge with Linkwest

one was not a decision taken lightly. It
was the culmination of two years of
board
negotiations,
member
consultations, and an extensive due
diligence process undertaken by an
external consultant who specialises in
not-for-profit governance.

Linkwest is the peak body for
neighbourhood centres in Western
Australia. It offers targeted and
relevant training and support to those
working in small community-managed
not-for-profit organisations.

Linkwest CEO Jane Chilcott said,
“While the synergies between our two
memberships have been obvious from
the start – and in fact we have had
around seven CRCs as Linkwest
members for many years – both boards
were well aware that the mere mention
of a merger can raise concerns and
uncertainty. We wanted to make
absolutely
sure
that
both
Neighbourhood
Centres
and
Community Resource Centres would
retain their identities and their voice,
while taking advantage of all the
benefits that come from combining.

Linkwest, with a staff of six, offers
crucial support to more than 75
members, including 35 regional and
remote organisations. Some of its
members include WA community
resource centres. More than 70,000
Western Australians currently use
these centres. The centres provide a
friendly, welcoming place where local
people can meet to learn, gain new
skills, make friends and feel part of
their community. They also provide a
safe, affordable space for playgroups,
community and support groups to
gather.

“We are certain that this merger will
achieve all that and more. Separately,
Neighbourhood Centres, CRCs, and us
as the peak bodies who represent them,
have forged strong reputations and
networks in the communities in which
we operate. Collectively, we are
stronger together, forming a state-wide
network of almost 150 trusted
organisations
working
in
the
community, for the community.”

Former Premier of Western Australia,
Professor Carmen Lawrence, is
Linkwest’s official patron. She has
been a patron for the past five years.

Background: Linkwest
Nedlands-based Linkwest is a small
not-for-profit organisation that is
largely funded by the State
Government’s Department of Local
Government and Communities.

The history behind the organisation
goes back to 1978 – for many years it
was known as Learning Centre Link,
until it was renamed Linkwest in
2011.
www.linkwest.asn.au/
Background: Community Resource
Centres and the AWACRC
Located in around 100 communities
throughout
Western
Australia,
Community Resource Centres
(CRCs) are friendly, locally owned

and operated service and information
centres. The centres are not- forprofit
organisations
that
are
independently owned and operated
by their local community. They are a
central point for locals, visitors and
businesses, providing access to
government and community services
and information, and undertake
community, business and economic
development activities.
The
Association
of
West
Australian Community Resource
Centres (AWACRC) is the
independent representative and
supportive body for CRCs. Since its
beginnings in 2010, it has been
working hard to ensure opportunities
and advocacy for its member CRCs
are seized and acted on.
An unfunded peak, AWACRC board
members have volunteered their time
to represent members from all regions
in WA, from the Kimberley to the
Goldfields, Wheatbelt, Gascoyne,
South West and everywhere in
between.
Merredin CRC Coordinator, Debbie
Morris, has been an AWACRC board
member since 2011 and is now a
member of the newly formed Linkwest
CRC Sub Committee, which will
provide input and direction to the
Linkwest Board.
Both Debbie and Merredin CRC
Chairperson, Sue Olcorn attended the
AGM in Perth on Tuesday 25th
October and participated in a training
day on Wednesday 26th October.

Meeting Cleo
On the Tuesday, the
attendees were introduced to
Cleo the Guide Dog in
training at Guide Dogs WA.
The
CRC
Network
participated in the CRC
Guide Dog Challenge which
raised over $20,000 towards
Cleo’s training.
Merredin CRC raised just
over $1000 through a raffle
last year.

Sue Olcorn and Debbie Morris with Cleo the Guide Dog in training

Christmas Spirit in Merredin
It’s that time of year to start thinking
about putting up some Christmas lights
and getting into the spirit of Christmas.
The Merredin CRC will be promoting the
Christmas Spirit theme in Merredin
through encouraging people to put up
lights, it can be just one strand of lights
or you can go as big as you like. Anyone
that has any lights up can put their house
into the draw for a prize. More details to
follow.
Let’s make it a wonderful Christmas in
Merredin.

Santa Photos
The Merredin CRC will be doing Santa
Photos again this year and the dates and
times will be in the next Phoenix.

CHRISTMAS
BAZAAR
Friday 18
November 2016
Lots of stalls have booked for
the Christmas Bazaar, but it
is not too late if you still want
to book a stall. Call the
Merredin CRC on 90411041.
($20 a stall)
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Cooking in Pre Primary
The Pre Primaries have been cooking
every Friday afternoon to reinforce
their basic math skills of measuring
and fractions. The experience of
creating simple recipes has helped
build their self-confidence and lay
the foundation of healthy eating
habits. So far they have made
shortbread cookies, pizza and
cupcakes.

Kindy Chicken Coop
The Kindy has a wonderful new
addition to their play area, a chicken
coop.
This has been kindly funded by
Evolution Mining. It is located in the
vegetable garden and will assist us to
teach
the
children
about
sustainability.
We look forward to receiving our
hens in the coming weeks.

Coding in Year 1
The Year 1 class is having loads of fun coding with Bee Bots.
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Merredin College Recognised as an Independent Public School
Ms Janelle Millar (Manager Corporate Services)
and I attended the Independent Public School (IPS)
Launch on 21 October. The function was attended
by our Premier the Hon. Colin Barnett MLA,
Minister for Education, the Hon. Peter Collier
MLC and Director General, Ms Sharyn O’Neill.
Throughout the day a variety of speakers provide
information related to the opportunities that IPS
presents. On behalf of Merredin College we
accepted a framed certificate acknowledging that
we are now an Independent Public School.

Bush Tucker Garden
A handful of boys in Years 7-9 have been meeting
weekly to create the first Merredin College Bush
Tucker Garden since taking a local tour with Mr
Mick Hayden. This week the group planted their
first bushes and trees with the help of several
teachers and Miss Smith. To decorate the garden,
the boys have created mosaic pavers that will be
placed in amongst the trees and shrubs. The garden
will be completed by the end of this year.

group of very supportive parents/carers in this
organisation. How do we attract more parents?
Kim Lane (P&C president) and Bev Stanes
(Principal) welcome your views.

One of the main mantras of IPS is increased parent/
community involvement in the school. Given that
the Parents and Citizens (P&C) is a major forum
for parent involvement, we would love to increase
our P&C numbers. We have a small but fabulous

PPS News

It Report

PP2 students have been on a wonderful journey
around the world. On day one we received our
passports and suitcases to store the mementos we
created on our adventure. Our first stop was China
then we visited Japan, India, Italy, Africa, Mexico,
Brazil and finally arriving back home to Australia
in time to celebrate NAIDOC week.

This year saw the introduction of the new Digital
and Information Technologies Curriculum for
Years 7-10. The new curriculum, which is
mandatory from 2018, requires students to engage
in a huge range of activities, from programming to
creating
animations,
understanding
data
transference and conversions and applying
knowledge and skills to everyday tasks, to E safety
strategies and dealing with and combating cyber
bullying.

We spent time looking at the food, flags, music,
animals and celebrations of each country. We
created our very own travel agent and had a great
time booking holidays to warm tropical places,
whilst it was rainy and very cold in Merredin.
Highlights of our trip were making traditional
Coolie Hats and dragons in China, eating pizzas in
Italy, weaving Ojo de Dios (God’s Eyes) in Mexico
and making cool Olympic Ring glasses to wear to
the Rio Olympics in Brazil.
To conclude our trip around the world we
performed ‘It’s a Small World’ for our assembly
item with the PP1 class. We all looked amazing
dressed in national costumes and sang beautifully.
We had great fun learning about different cultures
and traditions of other lands.

School Honour Boards
Our Merredin College honour boards have finally
arrived and they look fantastic. Congratulations to
Rebecca Wallace and Janelle Millar for their
dogged persistence in this project. We have three
boards which record the details of Academic
Achievement, Sporting Success and College
Leadership. The honour boards have been jointly
funded by the 2015/2016 Student Leaders, the
Merredin Lions Club and the school.

There were plenty of laughs to be had during the
year 10 I.T. classes as the student’s manipulated
images using the new Photoshop liquefy tools. A
spontaneous activity changing their own face saw
some hilarious images being generated. Another
big hit with some I.T. classes was the HomeByMe
program. The house designs were spectacular and
generated much discussion and ‘awe’ moments.
Even though cost and practicality were not first
considerations, the imagination and aptitude
displayed by the students was impressive.

E Safety underpinned many of the classroom tasks
and students used tools to search for themselves.
The results were surprisingly encouraging and even
though many students had a minimum online
profile we all had fun searching. Of course, the
students searched for their I.T. teacher and one
student was heard to remark that they could only
find picture pictures of horses and dogs!
Term 4 also saw the introduction of the BYOD
(bring your own device) trial. This is an exciting
time at Merredin College, as if the trial is
successful the information gathered will facilitate
the smooth introduction of the program across all
year levels in 2017-18.

Year 6
Term 4 brings yet another busy term for the Year
6s. This term the students will be wrapping up the
year with a number of events including: the Merry
Din (end of year concert), Year 6 end of year trip,
Outback Splash attendance reward and transition to
high school.
The students have already participated in a cricket
carnival against Saint Mary’s with a few players
setting a promising scene for the future of cricket.
Not only was there exceptional bowling on offer,
the batting skills of some players was sublime with
multiple boundaries being hit left, right and centre.
In class, the students have been learning about
biographies (including autobiographies) and have

started researching and writing about their person
of choice. They have also been learning about
different aspects of time and figuring out how to
multiply and divide by powers of ten. In IT the
students have been developing their typing skills,
lines of code and understanding of excel. They
have also been investigating differing methods of
how to program “Dash” to complete circuits.
With a number of tasks to complete before the end
of the year the students will be looking forward to
a well-earned rest over the holiday break. They
will then start to get themselves ready for the
exciting journeys that lay ahead for them as they
commence their high school education.
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Snakes are on the Move
By MICHELLE MARKS
Rising temperatures signals that spring
has well and truly set in. With spring
comes increasing activity levels of
reptiles and also means that there is a
growing chance of encounters with
snakes. While this does not mean we
have to switch our brains to high alert
and live in fear of them, but to simply
be aware of their existence, appreciate
their place in our environment and to
utilise tips on avoiding negative
encounters with potentially dangerous
snakes.
Tips for at home:
Keep your grass short and gardens
weeded
Snakes do not like to be out in the open
and will seek the cover of long grass.
By keeping your grass short and
garden beds weeded it lessens the
appeal for a snake to hide in your
garden.
Get rid of rubbish
Just like long grass, rubbish in your
yard may provide a snake with shelter
to live in. Removing this rubbish may
reduce the chance of a resident snake
Keep potential food sources away
from your house
Rodents, birds and frogs can attract
snakes as they provide the snake with
prey opportunities. Keep your home
and garden rodent free and keep bird
aviaries and chicken coops as far from
the house as possible. Snake proof
mesh is available to reduce the chance
of snakes eating pet birds

Wear gardening gloves
It is important to wear protective
gloves when gardening or removing
rubbish and firewood. In the event of a
bite, the gloves will reduce the chance
of skin being penetrated. (It also
protects against spider bite too!)
In the outdoors:
Wear protective clothing
When
hiking,
camping
and
bushwalking it is recommended that
you wear ankle-high boots, thick socks
and long pants. Australian snakes have
relatively short fangs (in comparison to
exotic snakes) and are less likely to
penetrate skin through thick clothing.
Keep bedding stored away
When not in use, fold your camping
bedding away and off the ground and
shake before use.
Awareness
Give them a wide berth
If you see a snake, do not catch it,
attempt to kill it or scare it away.
Simply give it plenty of space and they
will move away.
Teach children
Children are less likely to be bitten by
snakes if they are educated in snake
safety. You do not have to teach them
to be afraid of snakes, but to appreciate
them from a distance. Teach them to
never EVER touch or pick up a snake.
First Aid
Become familiar with First Aid
Techniques for snake bite. The

difference between life and death in a
snake bite incident could be First Aid.
Snakes rarely bite unprovoked and it is
important to never attempt to catch or
kill a snake. Not only is it illegal to do
so, but it severely increases your risk
of snake bite. After analysing snake
bite reports, 8 out of 10 snake bites in
Australia were a result of the victim
attempting to catch or kill the snake. If
a snake is sighted in your home or
business, call a licensed snake
removalist who is trained and equipped
to capture and relocate the snake
safely.
Merredin has several licensed reptile
removalists who can safely remove
snakes from your property. They

Western Brown Snake, Merredin's most
commonly spotted snake

volunteer their time to help, and due to
life and work commitments may not
always be available. It is recommended
that you have several phone numbers
available in case.
Chris Gilmore 0419 325 592
James Kermode 0429 043 185

This snake was recently spotted at Apex Park—photo courtesy of Adele Alvaro
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Greater choice for Central Wheatbelt
farmers after GM Act repealed
Member for Central Wheatbelt Mia
Davies MLA has hailed the repeal of
the Genetically

“There is keen support for GM
technology, as evidenced by the
widespread uptake of GM

Modified Crops Free Areas Act 2003
as a major win for Central Wheatbelt
grain growers.
Ms Davies and The Nationals WA
supported the repeal of the current
Act, finalised in State Parliament last
week, saying they strongly supported
the farm businesses having the right to
use GM technology on their own land.

canola by WA farmers, including those
throughout the Central Wheatbelt
electorate, with
about one third of WA canola crops
being GM canola in 2016,” Ms Davies
said.
“WA farmers are renowned as some of
the most innovative and progressive
producers in
the world and can see the clear
agronomic and environmental benefits
of GM technology.”

“The Nationals WA are confident the
grains industry has the protocols and
processes
in place to enable growers to deliver
GM and non-GM canola to meet
market requirements,” Ms Davies
said.
“WA Labor are vehemently opposed
to GM technology and it’s clear they
don’t understand
the importance of GM as an
agronomic tool, and don’t believe WA
growers should have
the right to choose what crops to grow
in their production system.”
Nationals MP Hon Terry Redman
allowed the commercial production of
GM canola for the first time in 2010,
following on from successful on-farm
trials in the 2009 season.
As Minister for Agriculture at the
time, he issued an exemption order
that allowed GM canola to be grown
across the State.

Member for the Agricultural Region
Hon Martin Aldridge MLC said research
indicated GM technology was linked to
increased productivity, profitability and
competiveness in the grains sector.
“The repeal of the Act will afford
Central Wheatbelt farmers greater
certainty and will
enable them to remain competitive in an
ever-changing industry landscape,” Mr
Aldridge said.
“This is also a great outcome for
companies looking to invest into
agricultural research and
will give them greater confidence when
considering potential investments.
“If we can address some of the
challenges we have like frost, and
salinity, through GM technology then
our agricultural sector could continue to
improve its productivity.”
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Chris’s Corner
By CHRIS VAN DER MERWE
Why is my engine sump full of
petrol?
This is a problem we see all the time
in the workshop. It generally occurs
on engines fitted to generators, water
pumps and cement mixers etc. This
happens when the fuel tap is left on
and the carburettor floods. This
usually happens when the engine is
being moved around such as on the
back of a ute. This allows fuel to

enter the crankcase causing the oil
level to rise. This also dilutes the oil
which can cause serious engine
damage. The best way to prevent
this from happening is to turn off the
fuel tap when not in use.
If you have a question you would like
answered about your lawnmower,
chainsaw, line trimmer or other piece
of equipment just email it to
chris@merredinmowers.com.au

“The writing of this book has ‘given’
me great pleasure even though it did
dredge up some not so fond memories
in the process. I hope everyone who
buys a copy enjoys reading it as much
as I enjoyed telling it to my writers,
Roscoe and Roger.”

“I’m delighted with the response and
am looking forward to the rest of a
tour that is going to cover as much of
regional WA as I can fit in—including
a special launch coming up in
Geraldton shortly, where I grew up
and have so many close friends and
relatives.” Said an enthusiastic Ros.

The Power of Giving—Philanthropy
at its best
Ros Worthington is a woman on a
mission.
Armed with her newly
published semi-autobiographical book,
‘The Power of Giving’, Ros is now
intent on taking to the road to spread
the word about just how powerful it
can be to give rather than receive.
From
battler
to
celebrated
philanthropist,
Ros
Worthington
OAM, certainly has led a varied and
challenging life.
Her inspirational
story is worth sharing and that’s just
what she plans to do now that she has
her first published title in her hand.
The book was official launched at a
function held at Wanslea House
Cancer Wellness Centre in Cottesloe
on Sunday, October 9th, the day before
Ros celebrated her 65th birthday.
It was a fitting venue for the launch as
Ros was instrumental in the
transformation of this run down onetime orphanage that is a listed National
Heritage site, into the stunningly
renovated centre for cancer care that it
is today.
“Someone once told me that it is all
about timing’ and it would appear that
my timing has been spot on for this
book. Turning 65 is a milestone of

sorts and I’m delighted that I was able
to combine the book’s release with
what is, for a lot of people, retirement
age (that is if the government of the
day don’t keep pushing the age up!).
But retirement is not on the cards for
me any time soon.” Quipped an
obviously delighted Ros.
Persistence, determination and a
‘never say die’ attitude are hallmarks
of this inspirational, giving and caring
woman who has certainly been a
catalyst for change, an inspiration to
many and a one-woman wrecking ball
when it comes to breaking down
barriers and giving without fear or
favour to help improve the lives of
those who have suffered illness or
adversity.
This is a book that explores the gutwrenching heartbreak of the loss of
loves ones but also soars skywards
with inspiring and uplifting stories of
selfless
giving
and
enduring
friendships, built on trust and love.
And along the way, manages to also
deliver some good old-fashioned
advice on how you can grow and
become a better person through the act
of giving.

Ros has already embarked on the first
stages of a state-wide tour that has
been planned and organised to
promote Ros’s new book. And she
has been delighted with the response
to date.
“Every venue I’ve spoken at to date—
here in Perth and down south in
Bunbury and Collie, where I was born,
has been a sell-out and everyone has
been generous in their praise of the
book and its message, which makes all
the effort put into writing it so
worthwhile.

Dates and times for venues on Ros’s
tour are available on her website. You
can also purchase copies of the book
online from the site.
If you, or your group or club, are
interesting in having Ros speak at a
venue, you can email details through
to Ros via her website or by calling
0417 036 1427 or 0412 693 095. For
more
information
go
to
www.powerofgiving.com.au.

16

MERREDIN COMMUNITY & REGIONAL NEWS Friday, November 11, 2016

It’s All About You
Listen out for Lung Cancer

Pink Morning Tea

By CANCER COUNCIL WA

Lung Cancer Myths and Facts

By WENDY PORTER

Throughout the Wheatbelt Region of
WA the Find Cancer Early Program
is urging people to pay attention to
changes in their body and if they
notice differences that may be
symptoms of cancer, to tell their
Doctor. We focus on the common
signs and symptoms of lung cancer:

Myth:
Lung cancer is a death
sentence.

Merredin
Regional
Library
hosted its Annual Pink Morning
Tea on Wednesday 26th October,
to raise money for the Cancer
Council of WA.

 Coughing up blood once off

Fact: Around 2 in 10 cases of lung
cancer occur in non-smokers.

 A cough that lasts for four weeks,
or a worsening or changing of a
long standing cough
 Repeated chest infections
 Becoming more short of breath,
tired or lacking energy

Fact: New treatments have increased
survival rates, but finding cancer
early is vital.
Myth: Only cigarette smokers get
lung cancer.

Myth:
men.

Lung cancer only affects

Fact:
Lung cancer can affect
anyone. Nearly 40% of lung cancer
cases are in women.

 Unexplained weight loss

Myth: The earliest sign of lung
cancer is coughing up blood.

 Persistent (long lasting) chest or
shoulder pain

Fact: The first signs are often a
persistent cough and shortness of
breath.

If you have had any of these signs or
symptoms, tell your doctor.
It
doesn’t mean you’ve got lung cancer
– usually they turn out to be
something less serious. But it’s
important to tell your doctor and get
them checked.

23 people attended, some
survivors of cancer themselves.
All enjoyed a lovely morning tea
with all food home made by
library staff, especially Anita,
Pam and Jenny.
Food included mock chicken
sandwiches,
jelly
cups,
strawberries and cream (along

with a chocolate spoon to eat it),
jelly cakes, muffins, cupcakes and
much more.
There were also a raffle, bags of
lollies, chocolates and freshly
picked strawberries for sale with
all proceeds going to the Cancer
Council.
Over $670 was raised between the
morning tea and a raffle run earlier
in the year.

Special thanks to library staff who
prepared everything and the lovely
people who attended.

Myth: If you smoke it’s normal to
have a cough.
Fact: Smokers often have a cough,
but if you’re a smoker and notice any
persistent changes in the way you
cough, you need to tell your doctor.

Remember, if it is lung cancer, the
earlier it’s found, the earlier it can be
treated.

Science

State of the Climate
By GRANT STAINER
The Bureau of Meteorology and CSIRO recently
released the State of the Climate 2016 report, and
to be blunt, there is not really any good news for
Australia or planet Earth.
The report reaffirms previous research and reports,
and shows that changes to the climate are
continuing to track along the worst case scenario.
The concentration of carbon dioxide (CO2) in the
atmosphere has increased from a pre-industrial
revolution (year 1750) level of 278ppm, to a year
2015 level of 399ppm. This year (2016) is on track
to smash that unwanted record and exceed
400ppm.
In addition, other greenhouse gases compound this
effect, giving a total CO2-equivalent level of
487ppm of greenhouse gases in 2015.
The sources of this extra CO2 are fossil fuel use
and land use change, and this has been thoroughly

proven by many sources of evidence, including the
change in the carbon-13 isotope ratio.

The level of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere
affects the temperature of the planet, as the
greenhouse gases trap the sun’s heat here on Earth
instead of radiating out into space.
Prior to the industrial revolution, which occurred
around 1760-1840, the level of greenhouse gases
was at equilibrium, meaning that total heat into the
atmosphere was equal to the total heat radiating
back into space. This kept the planet at an average
temperature of 15oC.
With the increase in CO2 concentration, Earth is no
longer in equilibrium, and more heat is now
retained.
Australia has recorded an increase of 1oC since
1910 of both average surface air temperature and
sea surface temperature.
There has been an increase in the frequency,
duration, and intensity of extreme heat events,
extreme fire weather, and there is now a longer fire

season.
Since 1970, May-July rainfall has decreased by
19% in the southwest of Australia. Conversely, in
the northern part of Australia, rainfall has
increased along with the intensity of the cyclones.
Along with a globally averaged rise in sea levels
of over 20cm, sea levels around Australia have
also risen, thereby amplifying the impacts of
storms and high tides.
So far, the oceans have been acting as a major
buffer for the climate system, sucking up huge
amounts of both CO2 and heat.
However, the oceans are reaching their limit. The
acidification of the ocean due to the CO2 is
reducing the amount CO2 that it could continue to
take up. The oceans are also warming to the extent
that they are not able to take up much more heat.
Let’s hope that very soon, serious action is taken
to deal with climate change, especially by
countries that are currently doing the least, such as
Australia.
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Ladies Day Out in Kellerberrin
By THERESA BEECH
The members of the Kellerberrin
- Local Health Advisory group
hosted a very successful and
enjoyable ‘Ladies Day Out’ on
the 12th October 2016 at the
Kellerberrin
Club.
Approximately
152
ladies
attended to listen to the various
speakers, browse and buy from
the general interest stalls, eat the
beautiful
food
that
the
Kellerberrin Agricultural Society
provided, catch up with old
acquaintances and meet new
ones…….and just talk.
In opening the Ladies Day Out
Lynne White (Kellerberrin Local
Health Advisory Group (LHAG)
chairperson) congratulated the
members Kellerberrin Health
LHAG for understanding the
continued need for a ladies day
out and working extremely hard
to ensure that the event took
place. Lynne also highlighted the
important role the LHAG plays
in the provision of health
services to our community and
briefly described these services.
The first speaker was Karen
Hansen from Cancer Council
Western
Australia.
Karen
presented an overview of cancer
disease process, discussed the
more common types and
recommendations on how to
prevent cancer. The information
was
factual
and
very
informative. The feedback from
the ladies present was that this
presentation was excellent and
very thought provoking. At the
end of the day the lovely flower
table
arrangements
(made
beautifully by Anne Alcock and
Kathy Lamplugh) were sold with
$100 being donated to Cancer
Council.
Further information is available
at www.cancerwa.asn.au
Chelsie Doncon, a local lass who
is now a physiotherapist with a
special interest in women’s
health was our next speaker.
Chelsie began her presentation
by saying that often when
talking to women about certain
aspects of their health they
usually all squirm in our seats
and
look
uncomfortable.
However the manner in which
Chelsie presented this very
important topic was brilliant –
part humour, non-threatening
and very factual and informative.
The feedback from the ladies
present was excellent, one lady
was overheard telling her friends
that she never thought she would
laugh at or enjoy someone

talking about the need to look after
her pelvic floor!
Our next presenter was Leanne
O’Dea, a country girl from Hyden
who shared her life story with us.
Her transition from wife and
mother to the commencement of
Leanne O’Dea funerals and then
marketer and board member was
inspiring to all present. As one of
the ladies present said Leanne’s
motto of “Successful people don’t
have everything – they make use
of everything they have” has
served her very well. Together
with one of her colleagues
Bernadette, Leanne shared with us
some of the humorous aspects of
the funeral directors profession,
thus resulting in the ladies present
now thinking about what music
they would like at their funeral as
opposed to what their family might
like!
Following a very delicious and
plentiful lunch provided by the
Kellerberrin Agricultural Society
Fiona Palmer, a well know rural
romance writer delighted us with
her tale of not being very good at
English at school to being a
successful author. Fiona is a “born
and bred” rural woman who
achieves
her
dream
while
continuing to live and work in her
rural environment – just proves
that we don’t have to move to the
city to succeed.
Our day finished with listening to
the fantastic voice of Fiona
Mariah. She is described on her
web page as “delighting her
audiences with her engaging stage
presence, dazzling vocal display
and powerful acting abilities all of
which leave the critics searching
for superlatives” and this is exactly
what she did at our Ladies Day
Out. Those present were privileged
to have Fiona share her voice with
us – the look on everyone’s faces
portrayed the pleasure and
enjoyment that she gave us and
ensured that we all went home
with a smile on our face and
happiness in our heart.
In closing Chairperson Lynne
White on behalf of the Kellerberrin
- Local Health Advisory Group
acknowledged and thanked the
sponsors Leanne O’Dea, CSBP,
Moylan Silos, Farmways, Adrian
Gamble without whom this event
could not have taken place. The
stall holders who displayed their
wares, their presence was an added
interesting dimension to the day
out. The various presenters who
entertained us with their life
experiences. Kellerberrin Shire
and in particular Natasha Giles.

Kellerberrin Agricultural Society
for the fantastic food and
Kellerberrin Club for their
assistance.
Lynne also thanked all the ladies
who attended, the positive
feedback we received (and the

noise of 152 plus ladies all talking)
indicated that we achieved our aim
of promoting networking and
improving the well-being of
women in the Wheatbelt and we
hope to see you at another ‘Day
out” in the future.

Anne Alcock, Lynne White, Jan Dixon, Chelsie Doncon, Karen Hansen, Leanne O’Dea,
Fiona Palmer, Fiona Mariah, Denise French (Anne, Lynne, Jan and Denise are LHAG
members).
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“Guess what I am”

Travelling Phoenix
Recently Kirsty and Kellie from
the Junk Room Gypsies (the
Merredin Troupe of Gypsy
Caravan Dance) had the pleasure of
dancing at the Cannington Show.
They were joined by Christina,
from the Fremantle Free Spirit
Gypsies and danced and roved
throughout the night.

By LANCE FLEAY
Again no winners for this addition,
some nice guesses though!
The answer to last week’s quiz was
that they were the original ticket
vending machines for the entrance
into the town swimming pool.
Now for this weeks quiz. Once
again, not really connected to the
railways, but is just one of our large
collection which can be viewed at
the museum.
The clue is this was used in making
the so called “staff of life” which we
all eat.
Please send in your answers to
administration@merredincrc.com or
text me on 0428 411 551.

They thoroughly enjoyed the night
and are looking forward to dancing
at the Merredin Community Show
in 2017.
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CABINET MAKING

CABINET MAKING

Bush, Band & BBQ a great afternoon out
in the Wheatbelt
The historic Southern Brook Hall, nestled
amongst the rolling paddocks of the Avon
Valley, was a fitting setting for The Nationals
WA Central Wheatbelt team to host their first
'Bush, Band & BBQ' event.
Local MP Mia Davies and Member for the
Agricultural Region Hon Martin Aldridge, along
with Young Nationals State President Lachlan
Hunter (Bruce Rock), mingled with more than
100 Nationals WA members, supporters and
community members to enjoy a spectacular
spring afternoon in the Avon Valley.
Ms Davies said there was plenty to keep people
entertained with great food, a local band, a silent
auction and fantastic company.
“Our intention was to create a relaxed, family
friendly environment for people to enjoy and I
think everyone loved the setting at the beautiful
hall,” Ms Davies said.
“It was also an opportunity for people to come
along and meet The Nationals WA Central
Wheatbelt team, who work hard to support
myself and Hon Martin Aldridge as
Parliamentary members in the community, right
across the electorate.

than ideology, and it’s great to see a diverse range
of people, young and old, interested in what we’re
doing.”
Mr Aldridge said they were humbled by the
support from the community, especially those who
attended and donated items for the silent auction.
“There were more than 50 items up for sale as part
of the silent auction, which was terrific, we
sincerely thank people for their generosity,” he
said.
Ms Davies thanked everyone who assisted to put
the event together and ensured the evening ran
smoothly.

CARPENTER

Sir Ernest Shackleton
Exhibit
By IVOR DAVIES
The Sir Ernest Shackleton Antarctic Exhibition
opened in the Hall on Saturday October 22nd and
from 11am visitors and locals appreciated the result
of many months plastering, painting and carpet
laying by the Progress Association. The former
Men’s cloakroom has been transformed and it is
intended to be a permanent show. It contains a copy
of an invitation to Westminster Abbey for the
Shackleton Commemoration held in March attended
by Princess Anne.
Visitors may obtain the Hall key from the Store.

“A huge thanks to Kathy and Dennis Saunders
(Southern Brook), Rob Tinetti (Northam) and
Heather Giles (Merredin) for all their hard work,
and were instrumental to the event’s success,” she
said.
“Thanks also to the band members of F.I.I.K who
had everyone up dancing or tapping their feet as
they relaxed with friends and family."

CLASSIFIEDS

“The Nationals WA are a dynamic team and we
have members and supporters from a broad cross
-section of the community, including small
business, the agricultural sector, not-for-profits
and many others.

For Rent
3 x 1 Cottage style home ver y secure, AC/ceiling fans
2x toilets good size block, very neat and tidy new
carpets, needs caring long term tenant $235pw. Call
0447 797 875 for viewing.

“Our politics is based around geography rather

David Holdsworth, Eric Anderson and Heather Giles

Member for the Agricultural Region Hon Martin
Aldridge MLC, Member for Central Wheatbelt Hon Mia
Davies MLA, Leonie Davies and Dexter Davies

Trades

Band members of F.I.I.K

Public Notices
Merredin Golf Club—Notice of AGM—The Merredin
Golf Club will be holding its AGM on Wednesday 16
November 2016 at the Merredin Recreation & Leisure
Centre commencing at 7.30pm in the Function room.
Notices of motion: 1. Change/re-align some fairways/
holes on the course. 2. Change the date of the AGM
3. Extension of the shed (blue shed) for machinery and
equipment. 4. Change Constitution. All members and
new members are entitled to attend AGM. Any queries
please contact 0427 093 014.
Nukarni Football Club Inc are calling for expr essions
of interest for League Coach for 2017 season. Please
contact Club President Jayden Crook on 0488 093 650
by 11th December 2016.
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Trades

COMPUTER TECHNICIAN

EARTH MOVING

ELECTRICIAN

GLASS SERVICES

PEST CONTROL

PEST CONTROL

PLUMBER

PLASTERING

PLASTERING
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Halloween

“Our crazy mob, best Halloween ever!
Vanessa David Thompson did an
amazing job collating the list, thank
you and thankyou to everyone,
priceless memories made. Photo from
Jen Scaddan Adley

Cooper Withers and Matilda Carr—photo
from Asha Carr

Haunted house on Jubilee Street, photo from Vanessa David Thompson

Haunted house on Duff Street, photos from Amelia Milliana Houston
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Halloween

Photo from Kelly Manning
Layla & Kaylee—photo from Danielle
Jacobson

Photo from Sonya Smith

Photo from Bowden Dewaal

Ashton 5 & Logan 2 had the best night—
photo from Vanessa David Thompson

Photo from Kesza Dyerdean

Olivia Maloney and Matilda Carr—photo
from Asha Carr

Photo from Andrew Houston

Photo from Narelle Gardiner

Ava aged 2—photo from Tesha Tilbee

Emma Irving—photo from Nicole Irving
“Loved all the costumes tonight, looks
like everyone had fun”

10 year old Madison in her zombie
cheerleader costume—photo from Kiah
Karma

Photo from Dave Hendricks
Photo from Erin Maree
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2016/2017 Skeleton Weed Program
By KELLY MANNING
With harvest underway the Department of
Agriculture and Food Western Australia
(DAFWA) is encouraging landholders and their
staff to keep a look out for skeleton weed on
their properties.
This year’s program is very similar to season
2015/2016 and landholders must do the
following:
 Report new finds within 48hrs to either
DAFWA or their Local Action Group (LAG)
Coordinator
 Code 1 paddocks must have a full search
completed by 31 Dec 2016 (These are
paddocks that had plants found in 2015/16)

 Plants found must be treated by either cutting
or spraying to prevent seed set
 Notify neighbours if they find plants
Landholders who contribute to the Grains, Seeds
and Hay Industry Funding Scheme (Grains,
Seeds and Hay IFS) are entitled to landholder
assistance to search code 1 paddocks only. This
searching can be completed by landholders
themselves who will be paid $4/ha plus GST.
Landholders must notify DAFWA or their LAG
Coordinator 48 hours prior to inform them of
their intention to complete searching or provide
track logs of their search.

The other option is to use one of the registered
contractors below; contactors will be paid for
searching code 1 paddocks and providing GPS data
on paddocks where plants have been found. You
will be required to complete the “Search
Declaration and Authority to Pay” paperwork.
Landholders need to make sure they are satisfied
with the services provided before they sign.

Mt Marshall, Mukinbudin, Westonia, Trayning,
Nungarin, Merredin, Kellerberrin, Bruce Rock and
Corrogin: CWC Professional AG 9041 3390,
Narembeen, Yilgarn and Narembeen Spraying
Services 9064 7398, G & S Carr Crops Spraying
9629 1217, Wilypa Pty Ltd 9336 4645 and Murfit
Enterprises on 9041 2717.
Unfortunately DAFWA hasn’t been able to visit
landholders prior to harvest for delivery of their pre
-season skeleton weed information packs. This
was due to the recent Australian Plague Locust
(APL) activities. Landholders will be contacted
and visited in the coming weeks.
Skeleton weed is declared C2 (Eradication) for the
whole of the state except for Yilgarn and
Narembeen shires where it is C3 (Management).
If you would like further information please refer
to the “Skeleton Weed Management Guide
(Bulletin 4868 –July 2015)” agric.wa.gov.au/
skeleton-weed, or speak to Kelly Manning @
DAFWA Merredin 0427 776 341, Glen Buder
Coordinator for Nungarin-Merredin-Trayning LAG
0447 916 142 or Mandy Lee Coordinator Bruce
Rock-Corrigin-Kellerberrin LAG 0409 703 251.

More Happenings and Changes at All Saints
Church Merredin
By SU RILEY
After last weekend’s Commemoration of the
Centenary of the Consecration of the original All
Saints Church built in King St Merredin in 1916, the
folk at All Saints find themselves continuing the
journey of celebration and change.
The Reverend Brett Guthrie, an Anglican Deacon for
some 19 years, is to be ordained to the priesthood by
Bishop Kate Wilmot, the Administrator of the
Diocese of Perth, at 10.00am on Saturday 3 December
at St George’s Cathedral in Perth. Merredin people
are invited join us for this Service. You are also
encouraged to pray for Rev Brett and his wife Lynne
as they prepare for this special day and a new stage of
their Christian Ministry.
Rev Brett has been the YouthCare Chaplain at
Merredin College for the last 11 years, and a part of
the All Saints Anglican Worshipping Community
Merredin for most of that time. Rev Brett spent some
of his youth in Merredin attending South Merredin
Primary School.
The Right Reverend Kate Wilmot, presided at the
Centenary Service in All Saints in Haig Road
Merredin on Sunday 6th November and is herself
some-one with a lifetime connection to rural areas.
As part of the ordination process, Rev Brett will be
preaching and presiding at services during November
and December with the guidance and assistance of
The Reverends Alan Brodie and Dave Russell.
The Reverend Alan Brodie was Rector in Merredin
from February 1990 until February 1994. Rev Alan
and Mrs Eileen Brodie will be visiting on the
weekends of 12-13 November, 10-11 December and
17-18 December. Eucharist Services will be at 9am
Sunday on those weekends.

The Reverend Dave Russell was resident in Merredin
from February 2003 until February 2005 as the
Eastern Deanery Mission Development Priest. Rev
Dave has been visiting the Deanery providing the
monthly Eucharist Services to Bruce Rock,
Narembeen, Kellerberrin and Merredin for the last 3
years.
Rev Dave’s last Eucharist Service with the
Merredin Congregation will be on Sunday 27th
November at 11am. The Service will be followed by
a shared luncheon in Apthorp Hall.
Some long-time residents may recall Rev Dave’s
brother Jim and wife Glennis who had the Barrack
Street Newsagency for several years, before joining in
partnership with Gary and Sandi Twomey who at that
stage operated the Newsagency on Bates Street.
In summary, the mainly Eucharistic Services at All
Saints for the next two months will be:
13 November 26th Sunday after Pentecost - 9.00am
Holy Communion
20 November ‘Christ the King’ - 9.00am Morning
Prayer
27 November First Sunday of Advent - 11.00am Holy
Communion – Shared Luncheon to follow.
4 December, Second Sunday of Advent - 9.00am
Holy Communion
11 December, Third Sunday of Advent - 9.00am
Holy Communion
18 December, Fourth Sunday of Advent - 9.00 Holy
Communion
The Christmas Service time is yet to be determined.
We invite you to join with the All Saints Family as
we continue to journey together, seeking to be faithful
Servants of Jesus Christ in Merredin and the wider
Wheatbelt.

Yellow flower of Skeleton Weed which is declared C2
Eradication

Shackleton’s Memorial
Cross erected
By IVOR DAVIES
Artist Steven Van den Ende has just completed and
erected a large sculptured Memorial Cross in
Jermyn Street, the main street of Shackleton. It is
amongst beautiful salmon gums in a great setting.
The sculpture is approximately three metres high.
Within the structure are smaller crosses that
represent all individuals who fought in wars for our
freedom and beliefs.
It honours those who have not returned and those
who have returned.
At the base of the Cross are painted poppies –
another symbol of respect for our brave loved ones.
The sculpture may be easily viewed for those who
would like to visit the town.
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Tennis

Railways Tennis Club
By ALYCE ROGERSON
Railways Tennis Club opened their
2016/17 season with social tennis on
the 9th October. It was great to see
some old and new faces enjoying
some quality, albeit rusty, games of
social tennis.
On Sunday 23rd of October,
Railways ran the annual Patron’s
Day. It was a beautiful spring day
with some fantastic tennis played in
a round-robin competition. The
Mudimu family had a successful day
with Panashe Mudimu taking out the
ladies Winner, whilst Runner Up
went to her mother, Lorita. The men
finished in a three-way tie between
Kim Lane, Brian Waterhouse and
Darren Gardner. The Club would
like to thank Ruth and Les Johnson

for their continued support of the
annual Patron’s Day.
If you would like to be involved in
the great atmosphere at Railways
Tennis Club please check out our
Facebook page (Railways Tennis
Group) or join us for social tennis.
New members, experienced or not,
are more than welcome. Upcoming
social tennis days are Friday 11th
Nov starting from 5pm and Sunday
20th Nov for a 2pm start.
Railway’s Mixed Open Day will be
held on Sunday the 27th of
November. There will be three
divisions: A, B & C. If you would
like to play in the Open Day please
contact Narelle Gardener on
0407 442 064.

Cricket

CommBank two year sponsorship to boost Nukarni Cricket Club
both on and off the field
Nukarni Cricket Club is set to
receive a boost in funding and
brand new cricket gear, after being
awarded a CommBank Cricket
Club Sponsorship.
On Tuesday, 1 November,
members of the cricket club visited
Commonwealth Bank’s Merredin
branch, where they formally
established a two-year partnership
which includes financial funding,
as well as much needed cricket
gear and merchandise.
Now in its third year, the
CommBank
Cricket
Club
Sponsorship program provides
clubs with two years of funding
worth $2,000 each year, along with
new equipment for training and
matches.
Another local club, Kellerberrin
Cricket
Club are also a
CommBank
Cricket
Club
Sponsorship recipient and will
soon be receiving their second year
of funding from the CommBank
Merredin branch.
CommBank is Cricket Australia’s
longest-standing partner and has
provided close to one million
dollars over the past four years to
local cricket clubs .CommBank’s
support of the game is particularly
focused on local grassroots clubs,
the women’s national team,
Indigenous cricket and players
with disabilities.
Nick Emin, Branch Manager of
Commonwealth Bank Merredin,

said CommBank was delighted to
lend its support to local clubs.

the Illawong-Menai Cricket Club in
Sydney’s southern suburbs,” he said.

partnerships, and it’s great to see it
continuing for yet another season.”

“It’s great to be able to help Nukarni
Cricket Club and Kellerberrin
Cricket Club because we know they
do an excellent job in supporting
local cricketers. They are clearly
very worthy recipients of our
sponsorship and we’re thrilled to
have established a partnership with
them.”

“Boys, girls, men and women across
the country are able to get together
with friends and play the game they
love because of the hard work and
dedication of Australia’s local
cricket clubs.

Applications for the latest round of
CommBank
Cricket
Club
Sponsorships will open on 3
November to local cricket clubs
across Australia. To apply for a 2017
CommBank
Cricket
Club
Sponsorship,
please
visit
www.commbank.com.au/cricket.

Ellyse Perry, who has scored in
excess of 2,600 runs and taken more
than 200 wickets for Australia, said
local cricket clubs were the lifeblood
of the game.

“CommBank’s support of local clubs
is one of Australian cricket’s
longest-standing and most important

“I’m
a
proud
CommBank
ambassador and this program is one
of the main reasons I got on board,”
Ellyse said.
“A lot of local clubs struggle to
make ends meet, so the funding and
equipment CommBank provides can
make a huge difference.
“I love cricket and I want to see as
many people as possible enjoying the
game. CommBank’s support helps
local clubs provide more equipment,
more
guidance
and
more
opportunities for more players. It’s
an important program and I’m very
happy to be a part of it.”
The captain of the Australian men’s
cricket team, Steve Smith, is also a
vocal supporter of the CommBank
cricket club sponsorship program.
“If I wasn’t playing representative
cricket, I’d still be swinging a bat for

Nick Emin, Branch Manager of Commonwealth Bank Merredin presents Nukarni Cricket
Club member Craig Last with the first of two years of funding
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Lawn Bowls

Civic Bowling Club
By MARGARET JOHNSTO
One of the major events of the Lady Bowls Season
is the Annual Gala weekend that was held on the
weekend of October 29 & 30.
Once again it proved to be very successful and was
enjoyed by all the visiting bowlers. The clubs that
were represented were Kalgoorlie, Boulder,
Westonia, Narembeen, Bruce Rock, Corrigin,
Quairading, Northam, Tammin, York, Kellerberrin,
Mukinbudin and Dalwallinu.
On the Saturday three games were played, and in the
evening a delicious meal was served, with some
hilarious entertainment. Sunday there were two
games played and lunch to follow.
Once again congratulations to all the workers who
made it such an enjoyable weekend.
The only team that had five wins was a team from
Corrigin. N Forbes, L Crombie, K Poulney and A
Courboules. Second place getters were a team from
Kalgoorlie, M Smith, P Kennedy, A Sly, J Ruly and
third place a York team of S Smith, D Lengkeek, N
Berry and L Tadman.

Merredin Washing Machine Services, Merredin
Palace Restaurant, IGA, Northside Tavern,
Merredin Motel & Gumtree Restaurant, Target and
also some of the members who contributed to the
raffles.
Pennants are still continuing with the men travelling
to Westonia and Southern Cross on Saturday
October 29th. Civic Blue v Westonia and had a 7—
1 win. Civic Gold v Yilgarn and had a 6—2 win.
On Saturday November 5 Civic hosted the two club
teams Civic Blue v Merredin Blue and lost 1—7.
Civic Gold v Merredin Gold and lost 1/2—7 1/2.
Ladies Results—Wednesday Oct 26th Civic Gold
hosted Westonia and won 3 1/2—1/2. Civic Blue
hosted Bruce Rock and won 4—0.
Coming events—Ladies Pennants November 9th
Civic Gold v Corrigin Blue. Civic Blue v Corrigin
Gold played at Civic.
Men—Saturday & Sunday November 12 & 13.
Championship pairs.
Ladies—Sunday
November
Championship Fours.

13—Ladies

Once again the raffles proved to be very popular
especially the beautiful iced cake made by Fay
Kenward which was won by L Tadman of York.
The club would once again like to thank all the
sponsors, without their continuous support these
events couldn’t be held. Marley's Transport, CBH
Merredin, Subway, Mia Davies MLA, Melissa Price
MHR, Peter Jackson Funeral Services, Byfield
Accountants, Mr Sheepskin, RSM Accountants,

First place winners

Second place winners

Basketball
MENS RESULTS 27/10/2016
Snakes 41 d Long Shots 28
Best players: Leighton Trunfio, Marshall
Crook, Josh Burrell
Burra Tropics 42 d Mustangs 25
Best players: Leigh Fulker, Nathan Smith,
Clary Wagas
Bulls 37 d Titans 29
Best players: Liam Burns, Tom Hooper, Jessie Price
Lakers 67 d Young Guns 37
Best players: Dylan Hayden, Jack Downsborough, Kris Hayden

WOMENS RESULTS 27/10/2016
Lakers (2) 23 d Mystics Pink 18
Best players: Siobhan Hayden, Erin Keamy,
Brandy Kickett
Burra 38 d Benchwarmers 13
Best players: Lana Drakeford, Sophie Hooper,
Nat Partington
Sonics 16 d Fury 6
Best players: Tosha Harrison, Nicole Newton,
Jess Parsons
Lakers (1) d Dimensions 12
Best players: Shannice Shaw, Monica Skeen,
Theresa Jetta
Mystics Blue 36 d Vets 22
Best players: Ashlynn Osbourne, Sally Trunfio, Kelsey Adamson

