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Community Unites for ANZAC Day
By LEE HOLBEN
Tuesday 25 April got off to a great
start with over two hundred local
residents lining Barrack Street from
5.45am waiting for the Dawn
ANZAC Day parade.
Led by Langley Smith and his
marching drum, our local veterans
marched three astride with pride and
dignity. They were joined by many
local
residents
including
representatives from the Cadets, St
John
Ambulance,
Merredin
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Services
and Merredin Police to name a few.
Councillor Mal Willis led the
service in conjunction with Pastor
Malcolm Clark from Merredin
Churches Fraternal, Church of
Christ.
At 7.45am over 100 residents joined
us for the Gunfire Breakfast. Many
thanks to Merredin Men’s Shed and
their partners for cooking the
delicious breakfast of sausages,
bacon, eggs, onions, tomatoes, and
toast.
The mid-morning parade received
the same support with residents
lining Bates Street to watch the

Benjamin Thomas—photo courtesy of
Tracey Weiss

Dawn service at the Merredin ANZAC Memorial—photo courtesy of Sandy Hooper

parade that included not only those
who were up for the Dawn parade
but also the Pathfinders and a Red
Cross donkey who received a lot of
attention from the local children.
Councillor Mal Willis was again the
MC, this time in conjunction with
Pastor Malcolm Eastwick, Merredin
Churches Fraternal, Seventh Day
Adventist Church.
Merredin Choir, under the watchful
eye of Langley Smith, led the
audience in the hymns. The National
Anthems of Australia and New
Zealand were beautifully sung by
Jayde Healy-Ratima. Merredin is
privileged to have so many talented
residents who contribute to events
such as this and make the event so
memorable.

Guest speaker Senior Sergeant
Shane Crook gave us an insight into
the long history of his family’s
connection to serving their country.
This was an enlightening and, at
times, humorous story. This event
was supported by many community
members and volunteers. The Shire
of Merredin would like to thank
them all for their time, energy and
support. Special thanks to Jasmin
and Kiri Sandercock, and Emma and
Narelle Driscoll who distributed
songs books and programs, did
dishes and helped with the general
clean up. A special thanks to Glenda
Starcevich who helped with the
Gunfire Breakfast and came back
after the mid-morning service to
help with the catering.

Currently showing at the Merredin
Library is an exhibition “From War
to Remembrance – A Living History
of the RSL”. You can view this
informative exhibition until Friday
19 May during Library Hours.
More photos on page 5

Aub Tompkin, Mia Davies and Lee
Willcox—photo courtesy of Tracey Weiss
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Community
Calendar

Every Saturday—Tammin Market Day—Puma Tammin
Roadhouse—9.00am – 1.00pm call Glenice Batchelor
0428 371 221 for more info.
Saturday May 13th & Sunday May 14th
DESTINATION MERREDIN
Sunday May 14th
Small Voices Exhibition Opening—Cummins Theatre
Merredin. 9am—12 noon. Call 9041 3295 for more info.
Friday May 19th
National Families Week Big Family Night Out—Cummins
Theatre Merredin.4pm—7pm call 9041 3295 for more
info.
Saturday May 20th
Quairading Markets. 8am—12 noon. Call 0459 466 054
for more info.
Free concert ‘Rag’n’Bone’ Bruce Rock District Club 8pm.
Monday May 22nd
A Leading Lady in Waiting Lunchtime Escapes Concert—
Cummins Theatre Merredin. High Tea at 11am, concert
starts at 12 noon. Call 9041 3295 for more info.
Sunday May 28th
Merredin Markets. 9am—1pm. Set up no earlier than
7am. 110 Barrack St. Call 9041 1041 to book a stall.
Regular Events
0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for 0—4 year
olds. Contact Emma Fitzsimons on 9041 0962 or
efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au
A-Choired Taste (formerly Merredin Community
Singers) – All levels welcome and all tastes catered for.
Monday evening at the Senior Centre. 7.00 pm to 9.00
pm. Further information Langley Smith 0409 106 649.

Church
Services
All Saints Anglican Church
Cnr Haig Rd and South Ave. First, Second, Third and
Fifth Sundays at 10am. Fourth Sunday at 11:30am
followed by a shared lunch. The Rev’d Brett Guthrie
0427 605 331, Warden Su Riley 0427 412 709
Church of Christ
Throssell Road, 10am Sunday Worship and Sunday
School Ph 0408 484 711
Merredin Churches Fraternal
PO Box 463, Merredin,
Malcolm Clark 9041 5215
Merredin United in Prayer
Cornerstone Christian Bookshop
7pm last Thursday of the Month
People’s Baptist Church
Kellerberrin, 10am Sunday Worship
Ph 0435 284 796
Revolution Youth
Church of Christ, Throssell Road
Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms)
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167
Roman Catholic Church
South Avenue, 6.30pm Saturday, 11am Sunday,
Father Andrew Bowron
Ph 9041 1118

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 9.30pm at
the Masonic Lodge in Coronation St. First night is free.
Beginners to advanced. Call Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see
Sue at the Chemist or Lyn at the Post Office.

Seventh-day Adventist Church
Kitchener Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship,
9.30am Saturday Bible Study
Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 3056

Camera Club—Next meeting 14th June 7pm, playgroup
building, Throssell Road. June’s theme: Fire: friend or
foe. Photos due by 5th June. Contact Daina for more info:
dainasutherland@bigpond.com

Uniting Church
Fifth Street, 9am Sunday Service
Ph 0457 329 850

Junior Golf—Sundays 9am—11am—8 weeks only starting
May 7 $30 for 8 weeks. Call Brian 0424 655 069.
Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm,
0411 984 123 for more info.

call

Dennis

on

Merredin Museum & Historical Society—Meetings first
Wednesday of the month 5.00pm at Railway Museum. All
Welcome.
Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30. Call Stephen for
more info on 0428 412 213.
Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 during the
school term at Throssell Road, opposite the pool.
Contact Carissa Amm on 0433 340 441.
Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 12 noon,
Shed Restaurant unless otherwise advised, contact Julie
Townrow
0429
411
377
or
email
julietownrow@westnet.com.au
Senior’s Centre Craft Group—Wednesday mornings
9.30—11.30, bring your own crafts, learn a new craft or
just come for a chat.
Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday morning
10.00—11.30am at the Senior’s Centre. Free. All
welcome.
Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00pm at the
Senior’s Centre. Afternoon tea to follow. Free.
Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the Merredin
Library, for children up to 5 years old.
Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their stories or just
listen. Mondays 10.00am—11.30am, starting with
morning tea. Senior’s Centre. $1.
Tribal Belly Dancing—Fun and fitness for all ages and
levels of experience. Mondays 5.30—7.00pm. 2017
Beginners classes starting May. First night is free. 110
Barrack Street. Contact Kirsty 9041 1041.

Fortnightly
Merredin Community Resource Centre
110 Barrack Street, Merredin
Ph: 9041 1041 Fax: 9041 1042
Deadlines
(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE)
Articles: 5pm Wednesday
Advertising: Booking 5pm Thursday
Copy finalised 11am Friday
Classifieds: 10am Monday
Contacts:
Content/production—Kirsty Rochford 9041 1041
administration@merredincrc.com
Content—Debbie Morris 9041 1041
merredin@crc.net.au
Advertising— Corey Tucker 9041 1041
marketing@merredincrc.com
Upcoming Editions
26th May
9th & 23rd June
Available as an online subscription,
www.merredincrc.com

Tales of the Past
Just a little word definition before we start this
article.
In Pidgin English the word “go kissim” means to
go and bring someone or something to you. The
word “go lookim” means to go and see the person
or interact with them.
I was new as a teacher at a college about two and
a half hours by ship from Rabaul in New Britain.
We had students from all over the area and many
local languages were involved so the rule was
that only English or Pidgin English was allowed
on the campus. The afternoon programme
involved students in a work programme and as
Girls’ Dean it was my job to line all the girls up
and send them to their various tasks. One day I
decided that it was time I began to use Pidgin as
some of the girls were not so proficient in
English. Accordingly, I told one group to “Go
kissim Kiso.” (Now Kiso and his wife were the
girls’ garden bosses.) I was embarrassed to use
the word “kissim” when sending girls to a male
work boss, but was not prepared for the gales of
laughter as the group obeyed my directions.
(WHAT HAD I SAID?) One of the older girls
lingered to speak confidentially to me. “Miss,
you said ‘go kissim Kiso.’ That meant that you
wanted the girls to bring him to you. You should
have said, ‘Go lookim Kiso’ which means to go
to him.” Another lesson learned of the many
during the time I taught at that college.

Library Musings
I’m sure there are some among us who think “I don’t
read much (or at all) so what can the library have or
me?” Did you know that the library also has a large
collection of DVD’s, Talking books, music scores (and
not just the boring ones) and even graphic novels (that’s
comics to those a little older). In fact Merredin
Regional Library has just received a number of graphic
novels including the X-Files, Buffy the Vampire Slayer,
the Flash Chronicles, Daredevil, All new X-men and
Captain Marvel. There are also a number of graphic
novels for children including many by Geronimo
Stilton. Come in and see what else we have.
For lovers of Nora Roberts, the library now has “The
Liar” in large print. This is about a woman who finds
out the truth about her husband when he dies in an
accident. Or maybe light mysteries are your thing. Try
Donna Andrews’, “Die like an eagle”. This would be
enjoyed by those who loved the Stephanie Plum books
by Janet Evanovich. For a more gritty read try
“Battlefield 4: countdown to war” by Peter Grimsdale.
‘If they did screw up, they’d be on their own. The
others didn’t get that but who could blame them. In the
CIA the rule was don’t get caught because no one will
come for you.’
Life is always challenging, but for others it is almost
impossible. “Street kid: one child’s desperate fight for
survival” by Judy Westwater. Judy was 3 years old
when her con-man father (a spiritualist preacher)
snatched her from her mother. Kept like a dog in his
backyard, she ate from bins to stay alive. This is her
story.
Man vs nature – which is more wondrous. Try reading
“World’s
greatest
wonders: from
man-made
masterpieces to breathtaking surprises of nature”. Did
you know that over 140 million tonnes of water flows
every hour over the 275 waterfalls that make up the
Iguacu Falls? Or that the Forbidden City in Beijing, an
Imperial enclosure for over 500 years took around a half
a million workers 15 years to build. Or that Antarctica
is the coldest, driest, windiest, most isolated and virgin
land in the world?
Library stock is always changing so come in and see
what’s new. Check out our catalogue online at
http://120.151.175.217. If we don’t have what you are
after, ask library staff if it can be borrowed from another
library. Remember, Library membership is still free.
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China Southern West Australian Flying College
By
MIKE
GAFFNEY
(CSWAFC General Manager)
Staff at CSWAFC have been
working with CASA (Civil
Aviation Safety Authority) to have
both Merredin and Jandakot
Colleges operating again soon.
CSWAFC is looking to recruit and
retain adequately trained and
authorised personnel who are
suitable to CASA’s requirements.
The positions will be long term
and will be based at both the

Merredin and Jandakot Colleges.
CSWAFC have found some
difficulties in attracting and
recruiting staff to Merredin, as
many are from the Eastern States
and have little knowledge of where
Merredin is.
Merredin remains a strategic base
for training the number of students
CSWAFC is committed to and it is
hoped that the overall situation
will be resolved soon and the
students recommence their training
on the ground and in the air.
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By Senior Sergeant SHANE
CROOK Officer in Charge
You often hear me asking for
information in regards to drugs and
drug activity in Merredin, this
information assists us in executing
search warrants on houses, locating
drugs and charging offenders.
After the drugs have been taken off
the streets and investigations have
been completed the final process is
to destroy the drugs or drug items.
We conduct drug destruction days
regularly throughout the year.
Merredin Police recently had a drug
destruction day, the photograph
below gives you an indication of the
number of drugs Merredin Police

Police Report

seize and take off the street in an
effort to make our community safe. I
am pictured here with Clerk of
Courts Martin Morris who assisted
Police as a witness in his role as a
Justice of the Peace.
If you have information in relation to
drug activity, or anything that
appears suspicious please call us
direct on 9041 1322 or Crime
Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or go to
their website.
Again I ask that you keep giving us
information, we do act on it and this
shows what we can do with your
help.
So thank you.

26th April 2017
Charmaine Apanui was convicted
of having no authority to drive
(never held), had her licence
suspended for 3 mon ths, fine $100
and ordered to pay costs of $188.
Camaron Carroll was convicted of
having no authority to drive (fines
suspended), fined $300 and
ordered to pay costs of $188.
Tomothy Crutchley was found
guilty of driving ( or attempting to
drive) a motor vehicle on a public
road with a blood alcohol content
exceeding 0.02g, had his licence
suspended for 3 months, fined
$180 and ordered to pay costs of
$188.
Kelly Groves was convicted of
having no authority to drive—
suspended (other than fines
suspension), had her licence
suspended for a further 9 months,
fined $400 and ordered to pay
costs of $188. She was convicted
of a second count of having no
authority to drive—suspended
(other than fines suspension), had
her licence suspended for a further
9 months, fined $600 and ordered
to pay costs of $98.50, and was
convicted of possession of stolen
or unlawfully obtained property,
fined $400 and ordered to pay
costs of $325.
Kiri Kingi was convicted of failing
to wear a seatbelt and fined $550,
she was convicted of driving (or
attempting to drive) a motor
vehicle on a public road with a
blood alcohol content exceeding
0.02g, had her licence suspended
for 3 months and fined $150. She
was convicted of having no
authority to drive—never held an
Australian licence and disqualified
from holding or obtaining, had her
licence suspended for a further 9
months and fined $1000. She was
convicted of driving on incorrect
side of medial strip and fined
$150, she was also convicted of
using an unlicensed vehicle on a

Court Report
road, fined $200, ordered to pay
cost of $188 and to pay a half
annual licence fee of $146.65.
Cody Lowe was convicted of
driving (or attempting to drive) a
motor vehicle on a public road
with a blood alcohol content
exceeding 0.02g, had his licence
suspended for 3 months, fined
$150 and ordered to pay costs of
$188.
John Martin plead guilty to
possessing a prohibited weapon,
fined $150 and ordered to pay
costs of $188.
Tara McCann was convicted of
exceeding 0.08g of alcohol per
100ml of blood, had her licence
suspended for 8 months, fined
$650 and ordered to pay costs of
$188.
Ibush Paqarda was convicted of
failing to stop at a railway crossing
with twin flashing lights or
warning, fined $100 and ordered to
pay cost of $188.
Sharon Price was convicted of
stealing and fined $100, she was
convicted
of
by
deception
dishonestly obtaining property
belonging to another, fined $80
and ordered to pay compensation
of $28.50, and was convicted of a
second count of by deception
dishonestly obtaining property
belonging to another, fined $120,
ordered to pay costs of $188 and to
pay compensation of $40.85.
Nikeeta Robinson was convicted
of criminal damage or destruction
of property and assault occasioning
bodily harm, and received a
community based order of 12
months, ordered to pay costs of
$98.50 and to pay compensation of
$290.
Nicholas Webb was convicted of
possessing a prohibited drug
(cannabis), fined $300 and ordered
to pay costs of $188.

My Thoughts
By ESTHER ROBARTSON
I readily admit that I am not I.T.
skilful so tend to shy away from
ordering things advertised on
television sales. However, I do
(SOMETIMES) look at what is
available.
I did once try to order from telemarketing only to find that the
company kept my email address so
that they could reach me later with
more “bargains”. What causes most

bemusement, however, is the price of
the goods. The cost is listed, plus
packing and postage. There is the
first hype and the price and how the
order is given. Next comes the
change of advertising. “We have
great news for you!” Suddenly one is
able to purchase the advertised goods
at two for the price of one. Next step,
the company states that it will pay
postage and packing and will update
one’s order to the larger size for the
same price and conditions. One type
of goods are now being advertised as

THREE for the PRICE of ONE. I
wonder why the goods could not be
sold originally for half the price.
How must the first buyers feel when
the goods they purchase at “$X” are
suddenly much cheaper? Sometimes
I am tempted as the goods seem to
be just what I want so I am happy
when they can be purchased at the
local Post Office. However, I prefer
in the main to be loyal to local
businesses, for what would we all do
if they were forced to close down
because we do not support them?

Esther Robartson
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Letter to the Editor

Future of Hunts Dam in doubt
Hunt's Dam is located about 4.5 K's
from Merredin on Chandler Road.
It has been a well known picnic spot
for generations of townspeople with
many people having fond memories
of excursions, picnics and bike rides
in this picturesque area.

In previous times the area comprised
a BBQ area, seats and walk trails
which have all gone now but the area
is still visited by some townspeople. .
With a little work this area could be
an excellent community and tourist
attraction. It has a beautiful pool
which retains water pretty well all
year round, great examples of a rock

outcrop, excellent 360 degree views
from atop the rock and some great
Australian bush.
Unfortunately, the Shire Council
thinks it's all too difficult.
In the February 2016 Shire Meeting
a suggestion was made that the Shire
could clean up the area and install
bbq’s and swings for public use, thus
allowing visitors to enjoy the site.
Councillor Flockart advised that as
the area has been closed off for some
time and is under the control of the
Department of Parks & Wildlife and
that should the community wish to
progress the matter they should
approach the Department to ascertain

any future plans for the area.
In actual fact the Reserve is vested
with the Shire of Merredin as Public
Recreation (also from the minutes of
February 2016) so they could do
what they want with it.
Shire minutes go on to state that the
reserve is in poor condition. (which
it is not) and further states that over
time the site has lost significance.

Conservation, thus allowing the site
to stay as it is and provide a haven
for the flora and fauna of the area.
This will restrict public access to the
site which will indeed be a great pity.
Peter Gerrand

I would love to know how they
arrived at that conclusion.
The site has been dropped from the
maintenance program of the Shire.
Shire subsequently voted to request
the Minister of Lands to amend the
purpose of the Reserve to

Hunts Dam

Community Unites for ANZAC Day

Kris Hayden Snr, Kris Hayden Jnr &
Michael Hayden—photo courtesy of
Tracey Weiss

Kevin Smith—photo courtesy of Tracey
Weiss

Mia Davies MLA laying a wreath for ANZAC Day—photo courtesy of Tracey Weiss

ANZAC Day march

Merredin Army Cadets marching in the ANZAC parade

Anzac wreaths

Red Cross Donkey—photo courtesy of Tracey Weiss

ANZAC Memorial—photo courtesy of Sandy Hooper

ANZAC Memorial—photo courtesy of
Sandy Hooper
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Nominate an outstanding local business woman
in the Central Wheatbelt
Local Member Mia Davies MLA is
encouraging those in Central
Wheatbelt communities to celebrate
the achievements of exceptional
local business women by nominating
them for the 2017 Telstra Business
Women’s Awards.
The Telstra Business Awards are
now in their 23rd year and seek to
raise the profile of women in
business by recognising and
rewarding their courage, leadership
and creativity.
“In the Central Wheatbelt we have
some amazing women who work
hard in their communities and are
helping to drive our nation’s
economic growth,” Ms Davies said.
“I encourage everyone to nominate
an inspiring and successful business
woman in their regional community
and for interested individuals to put
themselves forward to share their
story.”

today, deserve to be celebrated so
they can initiate continued change
and progress for women by inspiring
the next generation,”

open to employees in the private
and corporate sectors, including
leaders and owners with less than
25 percent share in a business.

“These prestigious awards empower
women to be proud of their success
and achievements, and to encourage
them to set bold new goals for the
future.” Ms Davies said.

 Young
Business
Women’s
Award - Entrants in any of the
qualifying categories who are aged
29 years or under as at 15 June
2017, are automatically eligible
for this category.

Nominations for the 2017 Telstra
Business Women’s Awards are now
open until Thursday 15 June 2017,
across five Award categories.
Entrepreneur Award – open to
owners with a 25 percent share or
more in a business they’ve been
operating for a minimum of one
year.
 For
Purpose
and
Social
Enterprise Award – open to
owners or employees that deliver
positive
social/environmental
change as their core mission.

The Awards champion these women
by ensuring their achievements
become part of the national
conversation and encourage other
women to follow in their footsteps.

 Public Sector and Academia
Award – open to employees of
government
departments,
educational
institutions
and
statutory bodies.

“The amazing business women of

 Corporate and Private Award –

State and Territory winners of the
Telstra Business Women’s Awards
will be announced at gala events
later this year, with the Western
Australian Awards taking place on
Tuesday 24th October.
The National Awards, including the
announcement of the Telstra
Business Woman of the Year will
take place at a gala dinner in Sydney
on Friday 1st December 2017.
To nominate or enter visit: https://
www.telstrabusinesswomensawards.
com/nominate/ or call the Telstra
Business Women’s Awards on 1800
817 536
For more information contact Mia
Davies on 08 9041 1702 (Merredin
office),

Easy Crepes
Recipe
1 cup flour
2 eggs
1/2 cup milk
1/2 cup water
1/4 teaspoon salt
2 tablespoons butter

1. In a large mixing bowl,

whisk together the flour and
the eggs. Gradually add in
the milk and water, stirring
to combine. Add the salt
and butter; beat until
smooth.
2. Heat a lightly oiled griddle
or frying pan over medium
high heat. Pour or scoop the
batter onto the griddle, using approximately 1/4 cup
for each crepe. Tilt the pan
with a circular motion so
that the batter coats the surface evenly.
3. Cook the crepe for about 2
minutes, until the bottom is
light brown. Loosen with a
spatula, turn and cook the
other side. Serve hot
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Gallipoli Fun Run
By SHEREE LOWE

ANZAC Day weekend this year
saw several members of the
Merredin Army Cadet Unit travel
to Perth to participate in the
annual Gallipoli Fun Run in
King’s Park.

The cadets had been training
towards the 4km run during their
weekly parade night. Many of
them had little experience with
running at first, and they started
out running short distances,
gradually building up their fitness.
The Gallipoli Fun Run “fosters
the great ANZAC cause” and the
ANZAC theme pervaded every
part of the run. Rather than a
starter’s pistol or an MC shouting
“Go!” into a microphone, the
runners set off to the strains of the
Reveille and The Last Post. One
runner ran with a bugle, and
managed to find enough puff
while running to blow a few
encouraging notes, inspiring the
runners on. Another marched the
4km dressed in the style that
would have been common in the
trenches of World War I.
The Gallipoli Fun Run takes place

each year in aid of Legacy, a
charity providing aid to Australian
familes suffering after the injury
or death of a spouse or parent in
service.
“I couldn't be more proud of the
Cadets,” said Capt (AAC) Rob
Endersbee.
“The effort put into the
fundraising, their understanding of
what Legacy is about, and the
commitment they put into training
and finishing the run is a credit to
all of them.”
The Merredin Army Cadet Unit
would like to thank Two Dogs
Home Hardware for their support
with fundraising, and making it
possible for the cadets to
participate.
Army Cadets is open to all boys
and girls aged 13-18. If you are
interested in finding out more,
please contact Rob Endersbee on
0429 411 204, or visit the
Merredin Army Cadet unit on
Kitchener Road between 6pm and
9pm on Tuesday nights during
school term.

Unit Assistant Sheree Lowe with Merredin Army Cadets

WANTED

Army Cadet Recruits
Open to boys and girls 13—18 years old
Learn new skills, have fun, have an adventure.
Call Rob on 0429 411 204
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Merredin Health Service redevelopment making progress
By HAYLEY MAIN Communications
Coordinator WA Health Service
Redevelopment works at Merredin Health
Service started at the end of 2016 and is making
good progress with the first two stages reaching
completion.
WA Country Health Service, Wheatbelt
Regional Director Sean Conlan said that the
redevelopment would strengthen health services
in the region.
“Upgrades will include a new emergency
department, upgrades to palliative care, medical
imaging, sterilising services, administration
areas, kitchen and laundry,” Mr Conlan said.
“There will also be a new building for
Aboriginal health, allied health and outpatient
services such as physiotherapy, school and child
health clinics, mental health, consulting rooms
for visiting specialists and telehealth amenities.”
Stage 1 of the upgrade included the addition of
temporary parking and widening the entrance to
the hospital. Stage 2 included the completion of
the new visitor car park, though only part of the
carpark is available for use while other
construction takes place nearby.
Stage 3 involves refurbishment of the palliative
care room which is nearing completion. The
room will be comfortably furnished with tables
and chairs for family, a kitchenette, fridge,
lounge, patient bed, patient recliner chair, TV,
wardrobe and bathroom.

Stages 4 and 5 have commenced and include the
new emergency department, patient lounge,
engineering
service
upgrades,
family
consultation room in emergency, medical
records room and new outpatient building.
The Merredin Health Service redevelopment is
part of the Southern Inland Health Initiative’s
$300 million capital works program to improve

capital infrastructure in 37 towns across the
Wheatbelt, Great Southern, Midwest and South
West regions. In the Wheatbelt, Merredin,
Northam and Narrogin Hospitals are being
redeveloped as well as upgrades to 23 small
hospitals and health centres across the region.
For
more
information
visit
www.health.wa.gov.au/southerninland

http://
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CRC COMMUNITY NEWS
High Tea at the CRC
The High Tea held on
Wednesday 3rd May as part of
Neighbourhood House Week was
extremely successful with over
60 people attending.
The weather was perfect which
enabled the High Tea to be on the
lawn at the front of the CRC.

A beautiful sunny day allowed the High Tea to be held on the lawn in front of the CRC

There was a variety of teas for
people to try and lots and lots of
food, from cupcakes, finger
sandwiches, quiches, sausage
rolls,
scones
to
Thelma
Downsborough’s amazing Jelly
Cakes.
A display of some of Gail Pick’s
fantastic tea sets attracted a lot of
interest.
We had the pleasure of our local
member, Mia Davies, attendance
which was really appreciated.
The Merredin CRC is very
fortunate to have so many people
supporting our events which was
no different for the High Tea,
with Gemma Romeo, Avril
Parker, Sue Olcorn, El Lipman,

Kath Brown, Mia Davies MLA with staff and volunteer of the CRC, Deb, Corey, Kirsty and
El (who was bare foot and pregnant)

RAC Mobility Scooter Presentation
On Friday 5th May, Paula Miller
Community Education Officer
for RAC gave a talk on
mobility, actions to help you
stay safe around the roads and
maintenance
of
mobility
scooters. The talk was really
well received, with some very
good comments from those that
attended, including that this
should
be
an
annual
presentation.
Overall around 20 people came
along and enjoyed the talk,
morning tea and an opportunity
to talk with Wanda Ash from

Cliff Haines Tyres and More,
who sell and carry out
maintenance on gophers.

Some of Gail Pick’s fantastic tea sets

Jan Whisson, Hayley Billing and
Thelma
Downsborough
all
providing food. The lovely girls
from Amity Health, Sonya Smith
and Emma Fitzsimmons taking
care of the all the tea and coffee
and Ben Charmichael helping
with setting up, serving and
packing up on the day, and Avril,
El and Jan helping in the kitchen.
A great team effort.

The CRC also appreciated MOPS
scheduling
their
Mother’s
Morning to be at the High Tea
and for acknowledging the theme
of this year’s Neighbourhood
House – “Belonging” by handing
out little gift bags to Mums at the
event with a card saying that
“MOPS women are from
different backgrounds, yet have
similar needs and a shared desire
to be the best mothers they can
be.”
Thank you to the Library, Rec
Centre and Theatre for supporting
the event, it is great working
together.
And finally, to my wonderful
staff for dressing appropriately
for the 50’s theme High Tea and
our fantastic volunteer El Lipman
for dressing “Barefoot and
Pregnant” inclusive of the hair
rollers which had lots of people
laughing.
The High Tea event was
supported by the CRC’s Peak
Body Linkwest.
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Reconciliation Retreat

Life Skills for Life
Incursion
The Year 6 students were lucky
enough to have Kelly and Kaylee
from Life Skills for Life, come to
teach them about First Aid and
Resuscitation.
The students were able to practice
their newly learnt skills on the
supplied mannequins, which makes
it so much easier for them to
remember how to help save
someone’s life.

On Friday 28th April the Year 3
students participated in the
Reconciliation Retreat Day. The
whole class completed a range of
activities in preparation of the
Second Sacrament.
Our day started with sharing the
story of the Lost Son (also known
as the Prodigal Son). They then
watched a short Lego video
showing this story in an interesting
way.
The students used a Captions app
to show two, two-part sequences
that happened in the story. They
had lots of fun using themselves
and props to act out and label what
was happening.
The next part of the day was very
creative. The students brainstormed
pictures and words that made them
think of reconciliation and
forgiveness. They created a poster
to be displayed in the Church using
these symbols.
After a very special lunch, the
students participated in a relaxation
and reflection session. Finally, the
students had a go at some
challenging team building games.
They discussed ways they could
help their team, even if we were
not actively involved. Overall, it
was a fantastic day.

ANZAC Day Service
On
Wednesday the
students
participated in an ANZAC service,
led by the Special Events Ministry.
Head Boy, Digby Caughey and Head
Girl,
Gabrielle
McCormack
presented the service on behalf of the
students.
The choir sung the New Zealand
National Anthem and the Australian
National Anthem.
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WBN BAH at Commonwealth Bank
By LISA O’NEILL
What a great turn out to the
Wheatbelt
Business
Network’s
Business
After
Hours
at
Commonwealth Bank Merredin on
Monday 8th May. Thanks to Branch
Manager Nick Emin for hosting the
night, showing those who attended a
strong room (I hope no one was
claustrophobic) and giving the
history of CBA. This year see’s the
90th year
of operation
for
Commonwealth Bank Merredin.
What a great achievement.

just a start in ensuring all your online
resources are safe.
Thanks also to Shire President - Ken
Hooper and CEO Greg Powell for
attending the night and giving an
update on the Merredin CBD Plans.
Please get your letter of support in to
the Shire as soon as possible. Any
funding towards the development of
Merredin is a great step forward.

Sergeant Daley from Merredin
Police provided the importance of
ensuring your cameras are located in
the right spot and that you are online
secure. Are you changing your
passwords every quarterly? This is

Local WBN members inspecting the
Commonwealth Bank safe

Commonwealth Bank Manager Nick
Emin addresses the crowd
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WA Police officers riding to
promote Mental Health
awareness
Local Member for Central Wheatbelt
Mia Davies has praised police
officers Rob Seaman and Jason
Barnes for tackling the tough topic of
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD) and mental health awareness
by embarking on a 450km ride to
Albany.
Mia officially started the ride in
Northam on Monday 1st May,
sending Rob, Jason and their
colleagues onto their first overnight
stop in Brookton.
“The group will stop in at Police
stations along the way to talk to
colleagues about the importance of
seeking support and staying mentally
well,” Ms Davies said.
“Those that serve on the frontline are
confronted with some challenging
and horrific situations, which left
unaddressed can lead poor health and
impact on their family and friends.
“Jason and Rob felt there was a need
to raise community awareness of
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD), depression and other mental
health conditions experienced by
Emergency Services and Defence

personnel sustained in the line of
duty, and that’s where the idea of
Ride Alongside started.”
Alongside is a not for profit
organisation that provides education
and support to service personnel
partners
and
families
from
recruitment through to discharge and
beyond.
“The ride will shine a spotlight on
the benefits of starting conversations
about our mental health with those
around us and the essential need for
resources and support for families of
those serving on the frontline,” Ms
Davies said.
“Our communities rely on our front
line service personnel to be our
guardians,” Ms Davies said.
“In turn, we must look after those
that look after us. Talking about it is
the first step.”
Research shows that one emergency
service personnel commits suicide
every six weeks and relationship
dysfunction is experienced at three
times the rate of the general
population.

Would you like to write an article for
The Phoenix.
Let us know what’s happening in your town.
Email administration@merredincrc.com

Rob, Jason and their colleagues at the start of their 450km ride
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New locally manufactured Turbodrum
Laurie Phillips has a history of
innovative product development
within the Agricultural sector,
constantly evolving to suit
changing conditions.

In 2004 Laurie developed an
initial prototype of the Phillips
Rollerdown, a well established
pickup package that has advanced
the process of harvesting canola.

Laurie Phillips first came to
Merredin in 1966. From 1975 he
founded Phillips-Merredin and
produced
the
Acremaster
articulated tractor which was the
first of a series designed around
Mercedes Benz power plants.

Over 300 Rollerdown packages
are now in use in Australia not
including the kits fitted to older
pickups.

By 1982 Laurie was offering four
models of his big custom-built
four wheel drive articulated
tractors,
however
PhillipsMerredin failed in 1982 amid state
politics.
Don Zanetic a former partner in
Phillips-Merredin acquired the
assets of Phillips-Merredin, a 1
million dollar floor plans fund and
a contract to supply I.H.
Local farmers banded together
and formed Farmers Tractors to
keep tractor manufacturing in
Merrredin making Phoenix.
Later both Zanetic and Farmers
Tractors failed during difficult
times.

Phillbourne
Manufacturing
(Phillbourne
Merredin
WA)
kicked off in 1992 and continues
with new developments with
Laurie diverting his interests to
tillage gear. The years to follow
were both good and bad, however
Laurie Phillips is an extremely
talented inventor and has survived
droughts and financial turmoil.

Now 2017 and Laurie still shows
he is the leader in innovative
manufacturing of agricultural
machinery. Laurie was contacted
by an Esperance farmer, Mic Fels
in 2016, who asked him if he
could make a better feed drum
that is strong enough for
Australian conditions that would
reduce breakdowns and crop
losses.
Together Laurie and Mic made
incremental
changes
when
designing the Turbodrum, with
the aim of delivering the crop to
the header in a smooth continuous
flow instead of in big lumps. The
Turbodrum design is a plug-out
and plug-in feed drum that
delivers the crop into the feeder
house, which makes it easy to take
out the existing drum and replace
with the Turbodrum.

The Turbodrum was trialled by
Mic and other farmers hearing of
Mics’ success followed suit.
Two spec units sent to New South
Wales were snapped up during the
late harvest in that State and from
all accounts the Turbodrum is
going to be a winner in several
states.

Advertorial
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‘Wheatbelt in a Snap’

Brian Ralph, Glen Millington and Harold Millington admiring Brian and Gaby Ralph’s
1948 Ford Mercury with a 327 Chev Motor and auto gear box.
Brian and Gaby called into his cousin Harold’s farm at Burracoppin on their way back
from the Bi Annual Australian Street Rod Federation Nationals held in Bendigo in April.

Send your ‘Wheatbelt in a
Snap’ photo and caption to
administration@merredincrc.com

These
beauties
were
recently
spotted in
Merredin
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Chris’s Corner
By CHRIS VAN DER MERWE

What type of petrol?
Customers often ask me if they
should be using regular unleaded or
premium unleaded in their small
engines. Well the answer is to only
use regular unleaded. Premium &
High octane fuels may cause
damage to the engine due to an

22 Railway Ave, Merredin WA 6415
Phone: (08) 9041 3325
Mobile: 0428 308 808
Email: chris@merredinmowers.com.au

increase in RPM and engine
temperature. Due to this some small
engine manufacturers no longer
offer warranty on repairs if
premium unleaded is used.
If you have a question you would like
answered about your lawnmower,
chainsaw, line trimmer or other piece
of equipment just email it to
chris@merredinmowers.com.au.

Merredin
Mower
&
Chainsaw
Centre
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Science

Back to basics – radioactivity and isotopes
By GRANT STAINER
Every now and then, it is good to
go back to basics and review the
key concepts about a subject. So,
let us do radioactivity and isotopes
today.
Elements are made of atoms, which
themselves are made of protons,
neutrons, and electrons. These
particles can be further divided into
sub-atomic particles, but that is for
another time.
Protons and neutrons are known as
nucleons, and the total number of
nucleons in an atom’s nucleus is
known as the mass number. The
number of protons in the nucleus is
known as the atomic number, and it
is the atomic number that defines
what the element is.
Protons have a positive charge,
neutrons have a neutral charge, and
electrons have a negative charge.
An isotope is one of a group of two
or more nuclides with the same
atomic number, but different mass
number, due to the differing
number of neutrons in the nucleus.

For example, strontium (atomic
number 38) has four naturally
occurring isotopes, being 84Sr, 86Sr,
87
Sr, and 88Sr, with all having 38
protons (38Sr). The
natural
abundances of these are 0.56%
84
Sr, 9.86% 86Sr, 7.00% 87Sr, and
82.58% 88Sr
Uranium (atomic number 92) has
three naturally occurring isotopes,
being 234U, 235U, and 238U, with all
having 92 protons (92U). The
natural abundances of these are
0.0054% 234U, 0.7204% 235U, and
99.2742% 238U.
When you hear the media refer to
“enriched uranium”, they are
usually referring to the enrichment
of 235U relative to 238U, as 235U is
the useful fissile component. 235U
needs to be at 3% for use in nuclear
reactors, and above 90% for use in
nuclear weapons.
Radioactivity occurs when an
unstable radioactive isotope decays
into another element through the
emission of alpha (α), beta (β), or
gamma (γ) radiation. Alpha
radiation is the emission of a
doubly ionised helium nucleus,
beta radiation is the emission of a

positron (β+) or electron (β-), and
gamma radiation is a form of
electromagnetic radiation.
Alpha radiation can be blocked by
paper, beta radiation can be
blocked by a sheet of tin, and
gamma radiation requires concrete
or thick steel to block it.
If we look at the decay of 238U, it is
a two stage decay. Firstly it
captures a neutron to produce 239U
plus gamma radiation. The 239U
then decays into neptunium
plus a beta (β-) and neutrino
emission.
Fission (splitting a large nucleus)
of 235U can result in a wide variety
of elements, including barium,
lanthanum, and cerium, as well as
trace medium mass elements such
as
molybdenum,
rubidium,
antimony, and iodine.
For further information, check out
the book Nuclides and Isotopes:
Chart of the Nuclides (17th edition)
by the Knolls Atomic Power
Laboratory.

Changes to the AWWE Board
By KARIN DAY

Michelle Gethin and Georgia Baker.

The Agricultural Women Wheatbelt
East (AWWE Inc.) Board recently
thanked and farewelled one of their
inaugural members Julie Alvaro for
her time and commitment to the
Board's initiatives.

Michelle (or Meg as she prefers to be
known) and her husband Camray
have been farming together in Hines
Hill, 20km west of Merredin since
2005. Meg and Cam have two
children -Archie and Greta- and Meg
currently works part time as a speech
pathologist based at Merredin
Hospital and also works on
farm.
Meg has been an active
member of many local community
and sporting groups however this is
her first foray into the world of
agriculture as a board member of
AWWE.

Julie was the founding Board Chair
of AWWE when they were formed
in late 2012. Julie was involved in
organising
numerous
training
courses and networking functions for
the group.
The Board welcomes new members

Georgia resides with her fiancée
Gerard Brown on a farm south of
Burracoppin. She is originally from
Perth where she worked as a
corporate lawyer before moving to
the Wheatbelt as a finance officer
with Rabobank in Merredin. She is
loving her new life in the country
and is looking forward to working
with the AWWE Group on some
exciting events for 2017.
The Board has held a number of
meetings recently and are working
on securing funding for a regional
forum and seeking locally based,
relevant training courses.

AWWE Board memebers from left to right - Georgia Baker, Christine Johnston, Karin Day, Olivia Gray, Meg Gethin, Narelle Millington,
Julie Alvaro (retired) and Vanessa McGinniss
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Celebrate the
new age of
agriculture at
Muresk Institute
Open Day
By LAURA REIBEL
Drones, quad bikes, vintage cars,
farm tours and delicious food are
some of the attractions and activities
that will be on show at the Muresk
Institute Open Day on Saturday 20
May.
Muresk Institute opens its doors to
the general public each year, to
provide visitors an insight into the
latest innovations in agriculture and
agribusiness. This year’s event will
be held from 9.00 am to 3.00 pm at
the Institute’s working farm near
Northam.
The event will be officially opened
by WA Food Ambassador Don
Hancey. Mr Hancey is a champion
for WA food producers and has a
holistic view on food production
processes, from soil right through to
plate.
The Open Day provides an
opportunity for visitors to speak with
potential
employers
such
as
AgConnect WA and Directions WA
and learn more about the industry
driven education and training
opportunities available at Muresk.
Representatives from TAFE, WA
universities and other educational
institutions will be present, to
provide valuable information on
courses and careers in the
agricultural sector.
There will also be displays of farm
machinery, equipment and livestock
and presentations by industry
experts.
General Manager of Muresk Institute
Prue Jenkins said this year’s event is
a celebration of how far Muresk has
come over recent years. Muresk has
grown from 44 students in 2013 to
almost 2 000 in 2016, and now has
37 education and training partners,
including four universities. Muresk
was also a finalist in the 2016
Premier’s Award in the Revitalising
the
Regions
category.
“With
almost
2000
students
attending courses in 2016, exciting
new training opportunities and
partnerships, a series of new events
and projects, and a record breaking
production of grains, we have plenty
of reasons to celebrate with our staff,
students,
partners
and
local
community,” she said.
“This year’s Open Day will
showcase some of the amazing
projects and training opportunities
available at Muresk, and give the
community a chance to experience
the transformation of modern
agriculture in our State.”
More information is available from
the Muresk Institute website at
dtwd.wa.gov.au/mureskinstitute or
via telephone at 1300 994 031.
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Effective Listening
By TIM AND THE TEAM
Regional Men’s Health Initiative
Listening is a vital part of
communication and often we may
be accused of not listening. While
hearing is an involuntary, physical
act, listening requires much more.
Basically it is hearing and
combining
psychological
involvement with the person who is
talking.
True listening requires
concentration and energy, setting
aside our own thoughts and agendas
and also not making judgements or
evaluations.
Effective listening involves the
following:-



VERBAL MESSAGERS
attention to the words used



PARAVERBAL MESSAGERS
- attention to how they are said



NONVERBAL MESSAGESthe body language of the
speaker.

–

Some basic principles for effective
listening that will help the speaker
feel listened to:
 Stop talking - don’t talk, listen
to what they are saying, do not
interrupt, talk over them or
finish their sentences for them.
Men in particular are fixers, we
want to jump in with our best
solutions when all that is wanted
is for us to just listen.
 Prepare to listen - clearing your
mind of all the other thoughts
that can easily distract you helps
to concentrate on the speaker.
 Encourage the speaker nodding,
maintaining
eye
contact (without staring) or
words helps the speaker to feel
at ease and encourages them to
continue and shows you are
interested.
 Focus - remove distractions like
TV or other noises. A relaxed
environment will help.

 Empathise - be open minded. Let
go of preconceived ideas which
helps to empathise with the
speaker.
Acknowledge
a
different point pf view using
statements like “I can understand
how you may feel that way but
this is how I feel about ……”
 Patience - allow the speaker to
formulate what it is they want to
say. A pause of any length
doesn’t mean the speaker has
finished. Sometimes they may
be having difficulty expressing
their thoughts. Let them continue
in their own time without
interrupting.

 Avoid prejudice - it can be easy
to become irritated by the
persons
mannerisms
like
stuttering,
accent,
constant
fidgeting or pacing while
talking. Everyone has a different
way of speaking. Concentrate on
what is being said and try to
ignore the style of delivery.
 Be reflective – re-stating the
speaker’s words into your own
words seeks to clarify what was
said and also shows you are
listening and are interested.
Reflecting how they may be
feeling also does the same ie. “I
can see you are frustrated
about………” Summarizing the
conversation in your own words.
 Watch for the non-verbals noticing inconsistencies between
the verbal and non-verbal
messages. Body language can
reveal more than words, you
may be listening to someone
articulating that all is well but
his body language of gritted
teeth or tears welling in his eyes
tells a different story.
When
people
talk,
listen
completely.
Sometimes
just
listening effectively is what is
required without jumping in to
solve a problem.

Health

Alternative therapies—What is
Bowen?
Bowen is a holistic remedial
body technique that works on the
soft connective tissue (fascia) of
the body. Bowen therapy can be
used to treat musculoskeletal or
related neurological problems
including acute sports injuries
and
chronic
or
organic
conditions. It is gentle and
relaxing and does not use
forceful
manipulation.
Bowen therapy is performed on
the superficial and deep fascia.
The fascia, or soft tissue, is the
part of the connective tissue that
envelops,
separates
and
influences every organ and tissue
in the body.
The Bowen technique is safe to
use on anyone, from newborns to
the elderly and for any
musculoskeletal
or
related
neuromuscular complaint. It is a
holistic treatment that treats the
whole person and aims to treat
the cause of problems, rather
than the symptoms.
It is best to choose a registered
therapist. The Bowen Therapist
State
Associations
and
Federation only register members
who have adequate training at
accredited institutions.
A Bowen treatment consists of
sequences of small moves at
varying pressures, each at a
specific site on the body. The

treatment is pleasant – therapists
use light, cross-fibre manoeuvres
of muscle, tendon or ligament with
no forceful manipulation.
A treatment will typically last
between 30 minutes and one hour.
It can be provided through a layer
of light clothing, although you may
be asked to remove heavy or thick
garments. During this time, the
therapist may leave the room for
periods of two to five minutes at a
time. This allows time for your
body to respond to the treatment
and for the necessary changes to
occur in your body before
commencing the next sequence of
moves.
Bowen is not an ongoing therapy.
The person may experience relief
after just the first session and
significant resolution or recovery
within three sessions. However,
chronic or long-standing conditions
or repeat injury may require
additional treatments and if
symptoms do not resolve, you
should see your doctor.
Your therapist may advise you not
to have any other physical therapy
or other forms of manipulation –
such as massage, chiropractic,
physiotherapy, acupuncture or
kinesiology – for one week after
the treatment, while your body
adjusts to the treatment.
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Health

Practical support with long-term health conditions
People with – or at risk of –
diabetes or a long-term heart or
lung condition can get their health
on track with the Health
Navigator telehealth service.

call from home, the local health
centre or community resource
centre. On this first call, they
make a plan to work towards
better health.

Navigator client.

Health Navigator offers practical
assistance and advice and
coordinated support to help
people manage their chronic
condition and its impact on their
day-to-day life.

The person can then have regular
phone or video calls with their
coordinator to discuss their goals
and help them stay on track.
Health Navigator links with the
client’s GP where possible, for
well coordinated outcomes.

Want to know more? For mor e
information and videos about
Health Navigator, visit the
Healthy WA website and search
for Health Navigator. For a
referral, speak to your GP or call
1300 650 803 to arrange to speak
to
a
Health
Navigator
Coordinator.

The free service, which is
provided by the WA Country
Health Service and Silver Chain,
has already helped more than
1000 people in the Wheatbelt and
Great Southern regions.
People at risk of a chronic
condition include those with
excess abdominal weight, raised
cholesterol or blood glucose
levels and high blood pressure,
and long-term lung conditions are
illnesses
such
as
asthma,
emphysema and bronchitis.
A client and Health Navigator
Coordinator discuss the person’s
health and lifestyle challenges
during an initial phone or video

Practical assistance includes
organising appointments with the
local GP and other health
providers and working with social
support agencies to support
people to stay in their own homes.

Health Navigator is funded
through
the
$500
million
Southern Inland Health Initiative.

People who use Health Navigator
have said the calls are just like an
in-person meeting, without the
cost and inconvenience of
travelling
for
a
medical
appointment.
“Health Navigator has really
helped me to stay positive about
staying healthy, and I don’t see
controlling my diabetes as such a
problem anymore.” – Jan, Health

Health Navigator Coordinator discusses health goals with a client
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FRRR ABC Heywire Youth
Innovation Grants open
Bright young minds from across
regional Australia are encouraged to
apply for the FRRR ABC Heywire
Youth Innovation Grants Program to
share their vision and develop bold
ideas ahead of the 2017 annual
Heywire Regional Youth Summit.
Member for Central Wheatbelt, Mia
Davies MLA said community
groups from across rural, regional
and remote Australia could share in
$100,000, to assist to implement
priority projects in their area, made
possible by the Foundation of Rural
and Regional Renewal (FRRR)
“The FRRR ABC Heywire Youth
Innovation Grants program help
community
groups
implement
innovative youth-driven ideas to
ensure regional Australia is a great
place for young people to live,” Ms
Davies said.
“This year’s Summit will focus on a
range of key issues including
racism,
youth
working
in
agriculture,
mental
wellbeing,
access to technology, substance
abuse, keeping young people out of
youth detention and LGBTQI+
leadership and equality.
“This

important

leadership

development
program
enables
young people from across the
country to be a part of the
conversation on issues that matter to
them.
“The
program
also
affords
participants the opportunity to work
with mentors from government,
philanthropic and corporate sectors
to develop practical solutions to
these challenges.”
Ms Davies said grants of up to
$10,000 were available to help notfor-profit community groups to
adopt, adapt and then implement
one of seven project ideas in their
local area.
“By combining the insights of the
Heywire with the experience and
networks of local community
leaders from regional Australia, I
am confident these projects will
drive a positive change for the
future,” Ms Davies said.
Grant applications close 1 June
2016.
For more information on grants
visit the Heywire website at:
www.abc.net.au/heywire/grants

Blast from the Past 2009 Digital Arts Residency by VJ and
media artist Jerrem Lynch
By DEBBIE MORRIS
Jerrem came to Merredin for a
community arts residency in April
2009 for 6 days, working with Jane
Bandurski, Manager of the Cummins
Theatre and collaborating with the
people of Merredin to create some
awesome temporary artworks over
their buildings.
Merredin has lots of great historic
buildings from the goldrush days
including the beautiful heritage listed
Cummins Theatre. Originally built in
1897 as part of the Tivoli Theatre in
Coolgardie in 1897, the Theatre was
dismantled and railed to Merredin
where it was re-built by James
Cummins in 1928.

Using his projector, laptops and
portable power Jerrem digitally
repainted the buildings with light.
Although in Merredin for a short
time, he still managed to create some
great
transformations,
literally
turning the town into an open air
digital art gallery.
Jerrem commented “It was great to
see locals reacting and thinking
differently about their surroundings!
By being on the street we were able
to reach people that community art
usually bypasses, there was plenty of
questions and lots of people having a
go. The Merredin Police even had a
go at laser tag”.

Avon Youth

Merredin Bed & Breakfast

Merredin Courthouse

Middleton Accountants
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Former Cunderdin students are high achievers at Muresk
By LINDSAY MCNEILL
Former students of WA College of
Agriculture - Cunderdin were
among the graduates and award
winners at the inaugural graduation
presentation ceremony for students
from the Charles Sturt University
agribusiness degree at Muresk
Institute last month.
Amy Corsini from Westonia and
Courtney Humphrey (York) who
completed year 12 at Cunderdin in
2011 were two of the first graduates
to receive the CSU Bachelor of
Agricultural Business Management
having enrolled when the course
started at Muresk in February 2014.
Amy is currently studying for a
Graduate Diploma in Education
with the aim of teaching agriculture
at secondary level and Courtney is a
trainee agronomist with Primaries at
York.
Other former Cunderdin students to
gain
recognition
for
their
achievements were second years
Jeremy Bryan from Bindi Bindi who

WA College of Agriculture – Cunderdin
graduates who were among the
scholarship and prize winners at the
inaugural graduation presentation
ceremony for students from the Charles
Sturt University agribusiness degree at
Muresk (L-R): Jack Sawyer, Jessica Herzer
and Jeremy Bryan

received the Sir David Brand
Scholarship,
Jessica
Herzer
(Northam) who was awarded the
CSU Residential Scholarship and
Jack Sawyer (Dalwallinu) who
received the Summit Fertilizer
Scholarship. Jack also won the
CSBP Prize for soil science. He was
runner up Dux of the ATAR
program on graduation from
Cunderdin in 2015. Jessica received
the CSU prize for a year 12 student
continuing with post-secondary
study.

among the inaugural graduates,
Boston Whooley, was named
Dux of the CSU Bachelor of

Agricultural Business Management
at the ceremony.

Principal,
David
De
Meo,
congratulated the former students
and said their achievements were
evidence of the quality and diversity
of the college's curriculum. "While
we aim to cater for students with a
broad range of interests and
aspirations, we are proud of what
the students in our ATAR program
achieve. "They are well equipped to
continue their education at tertiary
level in programs like the BABM
course at Muresk," he said.
Speaking soon after the return of an
agribusiness degree to Muresk, then
WA Education Department director
of agricultural education, Geoff
Moyle, said the BABM course reestablished a valuable pathway into
university for students from the five
campuses of the WA College of
Agriculture and other high schools
around the state.
"Students are able to enrol in the
normal way with an ATAR. "More
importantly it gives university entry
to capable students without an
ATAR through the innovative
process
of
a
principal's
recommendation," he said.
A former student at WA College of
Agriculture - Denmark who was

Street Names of
Merredin and their
Destination
continued…..
Excerpt from “The History of Merredin District” by
FA Law
The next lot of sub-divisions were given street names
to perpetuate the names of Board Members,
comprising Hart Street, Cunningham Street, Allbeury
Street, Caw Street, Pollock Avenue, with Cohn Street
after Walter Julius Cohn, Secretary of the Board from
1924 to 1934.
Mill Street is adjacent to the Merredin Flour Mills.
Muscat Street is in a suburban area which was once
cultivated by several Slav settlers, who had vineyards
and made wine. There was at one time also a Vine
Street in this area, but it was deleted and made an
extension of Endersbee Street to the west side of South
Avenue. Hill Street, keeps the name of “Paddy” Hill
for posterity. “Paddy” opened the Railway Coffee
Palace (the land is now occupied by a chemist, butcher
shop and a general store) – this was written in 1961, so
presume it is near where Subway is now.
Cuming Street we get form John James Skinner
Cuming, member of the Board while Solomon Street is
on farm land that was owned by Maurice Solomon, a
solicitor, and subdivided by him into town lots.

Former WA College of Agriculture – Cunderdin student, Amy Corsini, from Westonia
receives her degree from BABM course co-ordinator, Matthew Hunt from CSU at the
presentation ceremony

“Spike Says”
“Why do you like working here at the Men’s Shed?”

John Tuppen— “It gives
me the opportunity to
share my knowledge
from all my experience
in radio and
electronics. Many here
now have built radios &
small amplifiers &
digital clocks.”

Malcolm Robartson— “I
like the Men’s Shed
because it’s a chance to
get together with other
like-minded blokes in
the woodwork section,
restoring old furniture.”

Dennis Scadden— “As
President I get
enjoyment to see all
the men happy and
enjoying a chat and it’s
a fun place to be.”

Harry Rogers— “I like
the company, we
retired now but love
coming down for new
projects.”
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Netball

Great start to the Season
By MEL CARR

The 2017 season, whistled
off to a great start on the
29th of April, in what is
hoped to be a strongly
contested season, with the
following
results.
Junior B
Titans 17 d Gems 14
Jets 15 d Karni 11
Junior A
Gems 52 d Titans 20
*Votes to be published
shortly*
Jets 26 d Karni 16
3. Kiara Flanagan
2. Ella de Lacy
1. Terri Barnes
A2
Titans 43 d Gems 133
3. Claire Hannaford
2. Tash Crees
1. Tnaya Withers
Jets 40 d Karni Jewels 23
3. Andrea Roberts

2. Jasmine Holmes
1. Sandy Okely

Australia
who will be
diagnosed with breast cancer
this year.

Blues 43 d Gems2 7
3. Kristy Ashwin
2. Heather Jardine
1. Jo Lane

Our
fundraising
efforts
provide crucial funds to help
BCNA continue its vital work
of supporting women and men
in Australia affected by breast
cancer.

A1
Jets 40 d Karni Jewels 31
3. Steph Walsh
2. Sonya Smith
1. Katie Cullinan
Titans 44 d Gems 23
3. Erin Keamy
2. Georgia Baker
1. Shayley Hendriks
Merredin Netball Association
is proud to announce that it
will again be supporting Pink
Sports Day on the 13th May
2017. Pop in for a cuppa and
cake from 3pm for $3.
Pink Sports Day is a fantastic
way for our community to
come together and show their
support for the nearly 17,586
women and 150 men in

2016 Grand Final MVP Nicole
Newton with Tracy Berryman

Merredin
By PETER GERRAND
Composite team Keith Guelfi (Skip) Westonia's
Aaron Smith (2nd) and Matthew France from
Merredin Club (lead) took the honors in the 2017
Merredin 15 000.
This team prevailed in two straight sets in the final
over the team from Busselton. The Busselton team
comprised Matthew Pennington (Skip) Scott
Pennington (2nd) and Brian Gearing (lead).
Once again the Merredin 15 000 produced a great
tournament.
Bowls and sledging began on Friday with most
teams taking the opportunity for a roll-up.
On Saturday the tournament began with a 'Spider'
that was photographed by a drone.
$250 bucks for the shot!
On Saturday teams completed the first day of
sectional play with 7 section winners plus 1 'lucky
loser' going through to the Knockout stages on
Monday.
Saturday Night was a 'cracker'. The atmosphere
was fantastic with the Calcutta and the footy and a
huge spread of food plus heaps of Ada Barnett's
famous yabby raffles, it was a great night. Sunday
was recovery for most but serious money bowls for
others!
Thoroughly enjoyed by all, see you all next year.
Section Winners
Matt Pennington, Scott Pennington, Brian
Gearing—Busselton
Bill Price , John Corsini, Peter Antonio—Westonia

BEAUTICIAN

CABINET MAKING

CARPENTER

COMPUTER TECHNICIAN

EARTH MOVING

ELECTRICIAN

Bowl

redin
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Lawn Bowls

Bowling Club 2017 Merredin 15 000
Tim Thomas, Ben Horwood, Jeff West— Yokine
John Gearing, Wayne Wallace Jon Henderson—
Civic - Merredin
Lance Parkhill, Lincoln Dwyer, Brad Cole—
Kwinana
Adrian Chesson, Colin Williamson, Kiah
Williamson—Composite
Paul Hutton, Graham Currie D. O'Neill— Bruce
Rock
Keith Guelfi, Aaron Smith, Matthew France—
Composite
Quarter-Finals: Pennington def Price, Thomas def
J. Gearing, Parkhill def Chesson, Guelfi def
Hutton, (Losing Teams $600 each)
Semi-Final: Pennington def Thomas, Guelfi def
Parkhill (Losing Teams $1200 each)
Final: Guelfi def Pennington
Runners-Up
$2400
Winners
$3600

The Sunday Consolation Event was won by
Micky Hall's team from Narembeen who defeated
Jon Sharps boys.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Positions Vacant
Trainee Pharmacy Assistant required. Mer redin
Pharmacy has a Level 3 Traineeship position available.
Please deliver your resume in person to the Pharmacist
on duty to be considered for this position.

Public Notices

Matty France, Keith Guelfi and Aaron Smith win
Merredin 15 000

CLASSIFIEDS

Merredin Health Service new patient and
visitor car park open
Stage 2 of the Merredin Health Service redevelopment
which includes a new carpark for patients and visitors
is now complete.
The entrance to the new car park is clearly signed and
accessible from Kitchener Road. Disabled parking
bays remain available at the front of the health service.
Access to the health service building remains
unchanged.
Should members of the public require any assistance or
have any queries, please present to the health service
main reception or phone 9081 3222.
Thankyou for your understanding during the
redevelopment.
Brenda Bradley
Operations Manager Wheatbelt Eastern

For Rent

For Rent

House for Rent. Cottage style, 3 bedr oom, fire place,
a/c, ceiling fans. Nice country feel. $240pw. Security
screens. Open day 1st May at 4pm. Rental applications
available on the day.
22 Duff St Merredin.
0436 464 150.

House to Rent. 3 x 1 fur nished $210 per week. Quiet
area. Please call 0427 702 102.

Classies—$12 for the first 12 words, then 50c
per word after that.

Merredin Club Raffle dr awn 23r d Apr il 2017. 1st
Prize—ticket #300—Dave @ CRT, 2nd Prize ticket
#188—TA, 3rd Prize—ticket #224—Warren.

ELECTRICIAN

PEST CONTROL

PLUMBER

GLASS SERVICES

PET LODGE

WA Country Health Service
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Hockey

Burra Wins first Derby in 15 Years
By AMANDA SWARTS
The Burracoppin Hockey Club and the Merredin
Women's Hockey Club were fixtured in the derby
for the first game of the season. Merredin, coming
off two Premierships in a row, found themselves
suddenly lacking in numbers due to injuries, travel
and babies. An influx of youth and "green" players
injected some energy into the team, albeit
inexperienced. The Burra ladies didn't have as
much success in 2016, but were very lucky in
retaining almost their entire playing list, as well as
welcoming back key players.
The teams have also seen new or returning
coaches, with Steve Gregory returning for Burra
and Roxanne Webb helming the Merredin side.
Both had their work cut out for them, with derbies
always proving to be strong and fierce contests.
Given that Merredin had won or drawn all games
between these clubs for about 15 years, Burra were
keen to finally win one back.
The game itself was frenetic in the first half, with
the Merredin defence under the pump for the most
part, but were well up to the task. In particular,
Kate Dixon and Meg Gethin were strong down
back, and Amanda Lockyer was absolutely
sensational in the Goals for Merredin all day.
Despite the ball not leaving their defensive half for

a great portion of the half - the score at halftime
was 0-0, a credit to the Merredin defence.
The half time speech from Coach Gregory was
very positive, outlining that persistence will pay
off, which it did. Within ten minutes, Burra had a
reward for their hard work, with Sophie Hooper
getting a lovely reverse sweep field goal. This was
followed by another field goal from Tessa Crook,
and a penalty stroke conversion goal from Claudia
de Lacy. Final score 3-0 to Burra and after a
VERY long drought - Burracoppin finally has a
Derby win to their name again. Thanks to Jed and
Chris for umpiring, and best of luck to both teams
for their seasons ahead.
Burra Awards
Best Player sponsored by Ross's Diesel Service:
Steph Gregory
Coaches Award sponsored
Revolution: Amanda Swarts

by

My

Inner

Merredin Awards
Players Choice sponsored by Bankwest: Amanda
Lockyer

Amanda Swarts Burracoppin Captain & Maxine Christie
Merredin Captain

Coaches Award sponsored by Merredin Squash &
Fitness Centre: Penashe Mudamu

Burracoppin defeat Tammin 2—0
By AMANDA SWARTS

Burracoppin maintained their winning start on
Saturday, defeating a strong Tammin outfit 2-0 in
their first game away. Tammin were celebrating
life member Pippa Button on an incredible 30
years as a player. As our Coach Steve Gregory
mentioned "Pippa Button has won more awards in
this association then you young girls have had hot
dinners." Classic Steve-ism.
Pippa is indeed a sort of matriarch of the
EAWHA association and much loved icon of
hockey in general. She also played very well,
willing her side to remain in touch with Burra,
who were playing better as the game went on.
Our new additions to the side Haylee Shepherd
and Teagan Pascoe were outstanding, with the
latter getting the job done at both ends of the
field.
However, Tammin don't allow themselves to be
beaten and it was only through sheer force of will
that just before half time, Jaz Lindley managed to
slot a field goal to give us a slight edge. Steve

told us not to rest on our laurels and that Tammin
would be eager to score an equaliser early. As
always, he was spot on - Tammin had a lot of the
play early in the second half and looked like
scoring multiple times. Luckily, we were able to
steady the ship with a much needed goal from
Adele Alvaro. This buffer allowed us to play
more defensively, and we were able to protect our
final score of 2-0.

Merredin’s newest recruits, Gabby Smith, Penashe
Mudamu, India Hargreaves-Tieland, Kylie Chambers and
Kim Hatch

Many thanks to Tammin for a well fought game,
and to the umpires for officiating. We also
heartily congratulate Pippa on 30 years, we trust
the Tammin reputation held up and you were
celebrated well into the night!
Burra Awards

Tenielle Hooper [Burra] sending the ball into the D

Best Player [Sponsored by Elders Insurance] Teagan Pascoe Coach's Award [Sponsored by
Hutton & Northey] - Jorja Downsborough
Tammin Awards
Best Player - Herlina Joubert

Steph Gregory [Burra] travelling down the field

Burra and Tammin giving Pippa Button (EAWHA Life Member) celebrating 30 years of playing a guard of honour

Amanda Swarts [Burra] bringing the ball into attack
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Golf

Golf Season Opens
By TREVOR WATERHOUSE
The 2017 golf season opened on
Saturday the 22nd April with a two
person Ambrose sponsored by BWS
Merredin.
Glen & Jarryd Crees won the day
with a nett score of 58 ¾ from
Warren Crook, Glen Riethmuller and
Syd Crees on 61 ½. Other good
scores were Rob Gearing & Shaun
Avery with 61 ¼ and Graham
Motzel & Matt Motzel with 61 ½.
Novelties for the day were for hole
number 2 nearest the pin Shaun
Avery, hole number 4 nearest the pin
Matt Jacobson, longest shot holed on

number 6 Nigel Bush, best third shot
hole number 11 John Anderson &
Darwin, Best 2nd shot hole number
14 Vicki Western, nearest the pin on
hole number 17 Rob Gearing and
longest putt on hole number 18
Jarryd Crees.
On Saturday the 29th April a
Stableford
competition
was
contested for the Landmark Trophy.
The winner of the day with a great
score of 44 points was the evergreen
Syd Crees runner up with 43 points
was Peter Western on a countback
from Pat Youngman. Good scores
were performed by Justin Watts with
43 points, Jim Coleman and Rob

Gearing with 41 points each and
Matt Jacobsen with 40 points.
Novelties for the day were won by
John Anderson for nearest the pin on
hole number 2, nearest the pin on
hole number 4 Alex Manning,
Nearest the pin on hole number 8 Pat
Youngman, best third shot on hole
number 11 Rob Gearing (an Eagle),
longest putt on hole number 14
Anthony Worsfold and nearest the
pin on hole number 17 Jim Coleman.
The competition for the Merredin
Carr Care Trophy held on Saturday
the 6th of May was the first stroke
round for the year.

The winner with 77 gross 66 nett
score was Justin Watts, second was
Alex manning with a score of 82
gross 69 nett. He was followed by
Graham Motzel 82 gross 70 nett and
Peter Western 84 gross 71 nett.

Novelties for the day were nearest
the pin on hole number 2 Duane
Crabb, best second shot hole number
6 Alby Koper, longest putt on hole
number 11 Shaun Avery and Nearest
the pin on number 17 Rob Gearing.
The competition Saturday the 13th of
May is a Par round for the Cliff
Haines Tyres & More Trophy.
Names in by 11.30am for a 12 noon
tee off.

Hockey

Merredin Women’s Hockey
By KIM HATCH
On Saturday 6th of May Merredin
Women’s
team
travelled
to
Cunderdin.

Smith,
the
Coaches
Award.
Awesome work girls! This weeks
awards were sponsored by Bankwest
for the Coaches Award and Merredin
Squash & Fitness for Best Player.

It's always different playing on grass
after being on the turf, but we tried
our hardest and had a close game.

Also thanks to our umpires who were
generously sponsored by Two Dogs
Home Timber & Hardware.

Maxine Christie scored with a great
penalty flick which resulted in the
final score being a 2-1 win to
Cunderdin.

Cunderdin kindly helped us draw our
Raffle, with 1st prize going to Linda
Rose 2nd prize Layla Jacobson and
3rd
prize
Lauren
Grylls.
Congratulations to the winners and
thanks to everyone who bought
tickets and supported the Merredin
Women’s Hockey Club.

Our junior players cleaned up the
awards with Panashe Mudamu
getting Best Player and Gabby

Are you a fan of sports?
We’d love to see your photos of local games. Email
them to administration@merredincrc.com to share
them in The Phoenix

You are part of our community. We
want to hear YOUR story. Email it to
administration@merredincrc.com
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Football

Demons Vs Tigers

Eastern Districts Football League

CSBP Results Round 3

League
NAREMBEEN FC 17.9 (111) d BURRACOPPIN FC 8.2 (50)

By KIP STAPELY
This week the Nukarni boys
travelled down to Corrigin to take on
The Mighty Tigers, well done to all
teams.

League boys had a hard game, but
they played a good game. Keep
your head up high boys.
League
Nukarni 7.9. (51)

BRUCE ROCK FC 21.19 (145) d HYDEN/KARLGARIN FC 7.9 (51)

Reserves boys had their first win of
the season and it’s good to see some
new players in the team this year and
the regulars as well.

KULIN/KONDININ FC 22.14 (146) d SOUTHERN CROSS FC 10.5 (65)

Reserves

Michael Davies, Sean Dunn,
Michael Sharp and Dan Giles.

CORRIGIN FC 18.14 (122) d NUKARNI FC 7.9 (51)

Nukarni 12.3 (75)

EDFL Reserves

Corrigin 6.5 (45)

BURRACOPPIN FC 17.11 (113) d NAREMBEEN FC 2.0 (12)

Best players

NUKARNI FC 12.3 (75) d CORRIGIN FC 6.9 (45)

Kaleb Roissetter, Cam Smith, Keith
Pickett, Craig Last and Mitch Shaw.

BRUCE ROCK FC 18.26 (134) d HYDEN/KARLGARIN FC 0.0 (0)
KULIN/KONDININ FC 22.19 (151) d SOUTHERN CROSS FC 2.2 (14)
Next Weeks Fixtures;
Seeding Bye
13th – 14th May 2017
RSM Round 4
Saturday 20th May 2017
Southern Cross v Corrigin
Hyden/Karlgarin v Burracoppin
Sunday 21st May 2017
Narembeen v Kulin/Kondinin
Nukarni v Bruce Rock

Corrigin 18.14. (122)
Best players

The boys have a weekend off next
weekend, but the Demons are back
on home soil on 21st May against
Bruce Rock.

