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Easter Egg Hunt in Merredin
By VERITY HUGHES
The annual (Radio West) now Triple M “Easter
Egg Hunt” was held on the Wednesday afternoon
5th April and from all the feedback seemed very
successful. There was plenty of Chocolate to go
round, actually it appeared that about three quarters
of the kids left in somewhat of a sugar coma,
(apologies to the parents for that, we had a lot of
chocolate to hand out this year).
The kids were divided into three different age
groups and they had to go and collect 3 paddle pop
sticks and present them so that they could be
exchanged for either an Easter Egg or an Easter
Bunny. I am fairly sure most kids left with at least
a couple of Easter goodies.
There were three major prize winners in each age
group who won some great vouchers and big
chocolate goodies.

The Easter Bunny made an appearance arriving in a
police car, we are still not sure what he was up to
prior to the event, and we are not asking any
questions, but there were lots of very excited kids
who just wanted to hug him and give him high
fives. The Easter Bunny watched in amazement
the continuous consumption of Easter Eggs and
Chocolates by all the kids.

CRC who helped throughout the event and for
supplying the BBQ trailer.
To the generous sponsors GO MAD, Target,
Wheatbelt Tech'N Toys/Jaycar Electronics and
Merredin IGA a huge thank you for the donation of
prizes and lastly thank you to the Shire for
allowing us to host the Easter Egg Hunt in the
park. I did suggest to kids that if they went and
picked up rubbish that they could earn extra Easter
Eggs which worked a treat.
To all the parents and kiddies that came down and
supported this year’s Triple M Easter Egg Hunt,
thank you, we hope you enjoyed the event. Dave
and I are hoping to have the Triple M Managers
agree to the possibility of a different day next year
or even a weekend as we know some kids missed
out, due to dancing commitments.
The funds raised from the Easter Egg Hunt will go
towards Triple M “Give Me 5 For Kids” which is a
very worthwhile cause, and money raised is going
towards Princess Margaret Hospital.
Hope everyone has a really lovely and safe Easter
break and enjoys time with family and friends and
of course, the gloriousness that is Easter Choccie.

The Men’s Shed are an incredible organisation we
have here and a huge thank you to them for coming
down and putting on the sausage sizzle as well as
driving the train around Apex Park which the kids
just loved so much.

CRC Volunteer El Lipman gets a cuddle from the Easter
Bunny

Thank you also to Corey and El from the Merredin

Men’s Shed train entertained the kids

Triple M ‘s Verity Hughes, David Pettit & crew
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Community
Calendar

Every Saturday—Tammin Market Day—Puma Tammin
Roadhouse—9.00am – 1.00pm call Glenice Batchelor 0428
371 221 for more info.
Friday 14th April
Good Friday Service at All Saints Merredin—2.00pm.
Sunday 16th April

Church
Services
All Saints Anglican Church
Cnr Haig Rd and South Ave. First, Second, Third and
Fifth Sundays at 10am. Fourth Sunday at 11:30am
followed by a shared lunch. The Rev’d Brett Guthrie
0427 605 331, Warden Su Riley 0427 412 709

Easter Day Eucharist at All Saints Merredin—12 noon.
Tuesday 18th April
Clay Making—10.30am—11.30am Merredin Library, $2 per
child.
Soccer & Egg Hunt—9.00am—10.30am (5—8 yrs) 10.30am—
12 noon (9—13 years) Rec Centre, $5 per child. Bookings
essential.
Wednesday 19th April
Swimming Pool Games—9.00am—10.30am (5—8 yrs),
10.30—12 noon (9—13 yrs) Rec Centre, $5 per child. Bookings
essential.
Thursday 20th April
ANZAC Cards & Craft—10.30am—11.30am, Merredin Library,
$2 per child.
Archery—9.00am—10.30am (5—8 yrs) 10.30am—12 noon (9—
13 yrs) Rec Centre, $5 per child. Bookings essential.
Friday 21st April
Kids Football 9.00am —10.30am (5—8yrs) 10.30am—12 noon
(9—13 yrs) Rec Centre $5 per child. Booking essential.
Sunday 23rd April
Merredin Markets—9am—1pm. Now held on the corner of
Barrack St & Queen St. Call 9041 1041 to book.
Tuesday 25th April
ANZAC Day Services—see advert page 6.
Regular Events
0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for 0—4 year olds.
Contact Emma
Fitzsimons
on
9041
0962
or
efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au
Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 9.30pm at the
Masonic Lodge in Coronation St. First night is free.
Beginners to advanced. Call Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see
Sue at the Chemist or Lyn at the Post Office.
Camera Club—Next meeting 10th May 7pm, playgroup
building, Throssel Road. May’s theme: Sepia. Photos due by
1st
May.
Contact
Daina
for
more
info:
dainasutherland@bigpond.com
Men’s
Shed—Thursday
0411 984 123 for more info.

2—5pm,

call

Dennis

Church of Christ
Throssell Road, 10am Sunday Worship and Sunday
School Ph 0408 484 711

Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 during the
school term at Throssell Road, opposite the pool. Contact
Carissa Amm on 0433 340 441.
Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 12 noon, Shed
Restaurant unless otherwise advised, contact Julie Townrow
0429 411 377 or email julietownrow@westnet.com.au
Senior’s Centre Craft Group—Wednesday mornings 9.30—
11.30, bring your own crafts, learn a new craft or just come for
a chat.
Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday morning
10.00—11.30am at the Senior’s Centre. Free. All welcome.
Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00pm at the
Senior’s Centre. Afternoon tea to follow. Free.
Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the Merredin
Library, for children up to 5 years old.
Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their stories or just
listen. Mondays 10.00am—11.30am, starting with morning
tea. Senior’s Centre. $1.
Tribal Belly Dancing—Fun and fitness for all ages and levels
of experience. Mondays 5.30—7.00pm. Beginners classes
starting 1st May 2017. First night is free. 110 Barrack Street.
Contact Kirsty 9041 1041.

She had difficulty remembering her birthday date
and often said, “It may be January 1st or January
2nd –Oh I don’t know!” So as a family we
celebrated with her on January 1st each year.
She finally passed away when (to us) she was 99
years and 9 months old and we were sorry for
her that she had not received that all important
letter.

Merredin United in Prayer
Cornerstone Christian Bookshop
7pm last Thursday of the Month

Just recently I “Googled” for some family
information and up came details of my
Grandmother. She had passed away in October
1978, but to my surprise her birthday date was
January 3rd, 1878. This meant that Granny was
actually 100 years and 9 months of age at her
death. Such a pity that she did not receive that
coveted letter.

People’s Baptist Church
Kellerberrin, 10am Sunday Worship
Ph 0435 284 796
Revolution Youth
Church of Christ, Throssell Road
Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms)
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167
Roman Catholic Church
South Avenue, 6.30pm Saturday, 11am Sunday,
Father Andrew Bowron
Ph 9041 1118
Seventh-day Adventist Church
Kitchener Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship,
9.30am Saturday Bible Study
Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 3056
Uniting Church
Fifth Street, 9am Sunday Service
Ph 0457 329 850

Merredin Community Singers—All levels welcome. Monday
evening at the Senior Centre. Community singing 6.30 to
7.30pm; Choir 7.30 to 9.00pm.

Merredin Rifle Club—1st and 3rd Sunday of the month.
9am—12noon. Call Stephen for more info on 0428 412 213.

One of my Grandmothers was a definite royalist.
She collected as many pictures and articles of the
Royal Family as she could and looked forward
so much to perhaps living until she was 100
years of age and then receiving a letter of
commendation from the Queen.

Merredin Churches Fraternal
PO Box 463, Merredin,
Malcolm Clark 9041 5215

on

Merredin Museum & Historical Society—Meetings first
Wednesday of the month 5.00pm at Railway Museum. All
Welcome.

Tales of the Past

Fortnightly
Merredin Community Resource Centre
110 Barrack Street, Merredin
Ph: 9041 1041 Fax: 9041 1042
Deadlines
(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE)
Articles: 5pm Wednesday
Advertising: Booking 5pm Thursday
Copy finalised 11am Friday
Classifieds: 10am Monday
Contacts:
Content/production—Kirsty Rochford 9041 1041
administration@merredincrc.com
Content—Debbie Morris 9041 1041
merredin@crc.net.au
Advertising— Corey Tucker 9041 1041
marketing@merredincrc.com
Upcoming Editions
28th April
12th & 26th May
Available as an online subscription,
www.merredincrc.com

Also, another reason as to why we need to record
stories and details of people.

Library Musings
It is easy to become depressed with all the events
happening in the world today. Have you thought
about reading books to take your mind off all the
negative things happening?
“Are we happy yet?: eight keys to unlocking a
joyful life” by Lisa Cypers Kamen says that ‘life is
tough, but happiness is available to all’ and tells
you how to be your own guru. She reminds us that
we cannot control life, only ourselves and our own
reactions to what is happening around us. The book
includes a number of activities you can do to help
you on your way.
Instead of all the negative things that are reported in
the news how about reading “Extreme Scientists:
exploring nature’s mysteries from perilous places”
by Donna M Jackson. Read about how being a
scientist can actually be an adventure – chasing
storms, spelunking in caves and exploring
redwoods. Find out about the planes that take
scientists into hurricanes, or how to get to the top of
the tallest trees in the world.
“1-2-3 Magic teen: communicate, connect and
guide your teen to adulthood” by Thomas W
Phelan, Phd is the next in the series of successful
guides to bringing up children. The book takes a
light hearted approach, whilst still passing on
valuable information about how to learn the
language to speak to your teen as well as tools for
challenges such as forgetting to do chores, missed
curfews and parties and drinking. As the book
says, life with a teen does not have to resemble
modern warfare.
If the library does not have what you are interested
in, ask library staff to try and borrow items from
other libraries in WA. Remember there are over
2.3 million items in public libraries in WA.
Chances are if we don’t have it here, we can get it
for you.
If you are not a member of the library yet, shame on
you…Membership to the library is free for all
residents of Merredin. Just come in with proof of
your address and we will join you up straight away.
You could be borrowing books, dvd’s or more from
the library or getting Free access to over 11,000
ebooks to download. Come in and ask staff how.
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“Yard Sale” a big hit
By MEG GETHIN
Over 190 people attended the
Merredin Repertory Club's latest
offering of Michael Paul's one act
play "Yard Sale". The play was
staged in the Tivoli Room which
made for a more intimate
performance. The audience enjoyed
the story which followed the journey
of Mark & Julie Schrader- a married
couple who were having a garage
sale. Mark and Julie hadn't been
getting along for a while and Julie
was determined to end the
relationship because she had
discovered that she was unable to
have children and she mistakenly
believed that Mark would be better
off without her.

Mark and Julie were realistically
brought to life by talented actors
Clayton
Murray
and
Verity
Hughes. Many audience members
remarked that their naturalistic style
of delivery meant that some of the
arguments and snappy comments
were sometimes a bit too real.
Despite the sobering content, six
walk on roles provided comedic
relief. Diane Dixon made her stage
debut as unhinged bargain hunter
Frizzy who ended up pulling a gun
on another customer at the garage
sale. Newcomer Dave O'Neill made
the role of James (Mark's best mate)
his own with some great facial
expressions and sarcastic lines. Grant
Bennett made a welcome return to

the stage with an unusual character
called Squirrel who was at the garage
sale
looking
for
hunting
equipment. The biggest surprise of
the night was David Pettit frocking
up to play kooky possible stripper
Kinki. The cast was rounded out
with Mal Harper and Tanya Withers
playing bickering old couple Frank
and Edna. Mark got some much
needed advice from Edna that
provided the impetus for his
reconciliation with Julie.
Director Michelle Gethin said that it
was rare to find a play that not only
provided laughs but also had a
heart. "I read this play at least five
years ago and have been waiting
patiently for the right opportunity
and the right cast to present it", Mrs
Gethin said. "I'm so glad it was
appreciated by the people of
Merredin too".

Verity Hughes as ‘Julie’, Clayton Murray as ‘Mark’ and Di Dixon as ‘Frizzy’ in “Yard
Sale”

Audiences were also treated to a
surprise monologue by regular Rep
Club member Katie Endersbee who
played a character making a video
diary for her unborn child. Many
commented that Katie's touching
performance was not only brave but
an impressive display of her acting
range.
The Merredin Repertory Club hopes
to make pop up theatre like this a
more regular occurrence but in the
meantime Merredin will be able to
enjoy their usual midyear production
in mid June.

Tanya Withers and Mal Harper as ‘Edna’ and ‘Frank’

Entire cast of “Yard Sale”

Dave O’Neill as ‘James’ with ‘Frizzy’

Clayton Murray as ‘Mark’ & Grant
Bennett as ‘Squirrel’

Katie Endersbee who performed a
touching monologue

David Pettit as ‘Kinki’ a kooky possible
stripper
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Police Report
By SENIOR SERGEANT SHANE
CROOK Officer in Charge

towns now have CCTV so if we see
you using it we will charge you.

Merredin Police have had some
good results in the last fortnight,
where persons have been charged as
a result of ongoing Police
investigations and our continued
traffic patrols.

A recent search warrant executed in
town saw Police charge a female
adult with a number of drug and
property related charges. If you
have information in relation to drug
activity, or anything that appears
suspicious please call us direct on
9041 1322 or Crime Stoppers on
1800 333 000 or go to their website.
Yours might be that one piece of
information we need.

I reported some time ago burglary
offences being committed in the
industrial area of Merredin, as a
result of ongoing investigations a
male adult has been charged with
burglary and stealing, he will soon
be appearing in the Merredin
Magistrates Court.
A female adult has been charged
with fraud and stealing offences due
to the unlawful use of an ATM card.
A similar incident occurred in
February with two male adults,
again this is a good reminder to
everyone to keep your property safe
especially cards, we are all aware
that with the introduction of pay
pass for small amounts you don’t
need to enter a PIN number. If you
have lost an ATM card let you
financial
institution
know
immediately so they can put a hold
on it.
Again for those people who are
tempted to use pay pass with cards
that that do not belong to them
remember a lot of businesses and

School holidays are underway and
the Easter holiday period is upon us
so remember if you are using the
roads to go away drive responsibly
and make sure you and your family
get to your destination safely.
Merredin and other Wheatbelt
District Police will be out during
this time to keep you safe, we will
be targeting traffic offences such as
speed, hoon behaviour, impaired
driving, seatbelts and mobile phones
to name a few.
I will finish with the observation of
while these articles often include
information of people committing
and being charged with offences the
majority of people in town continue
to do the right thing supporting the
community and Police. So from
everyone here have a good school
and Easter holiday.
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My Thoughts
By MARTIN MORRIS
Are you sick and tired of all
sensationalist headlines about
minority groups and their rights
and opinions which seemingly
need to be acted on immediately
despite the repercussions?
Every minority group believes that
it has rights such as marriage
equality, anti – discrimination,
favoured employment etc. While
others simply want the right to
have a life where others aren’t
given any priority just because they
represent a small group of possible
like -minded people.
The knee jerk reaction by tabloid
type journalists is pathetic. Robert
Craddock is a supposedly respected
sports commentator and journalist
but I believe that he recently made
a fool of himself while actually
trying to build himself up.
It is not the subject matter of this
example that is the issue, it is the
principle which can apply to
almost anything.
Part of cricket history is that a
certain type of left handed spin
bowling is called a “Chinaman”.
This is because some 70 years ago,

a man of Chinese heritage, bowled
this way and was very successful.
He was almost unplayable. The
type of delivery was given the
complimentary
name
of
“Chinaman”.
Now, some 70 years later, someone
with a Chinese sounding name, on
social media complained that it
was a racist term.
Robert Craddock commented that
he would never use the term again
as it was racist. When questioned
why he could not answer directly,
only saying that if that one person
was offended things needed to
change so he would never use the
term again.
How stupid. Just trying to score
headlines.
Give me a break if the world is
going to try to keep everyone
happy we will fail. There is a
current trend to capitulate to, or
even promote the minorities and
some of their issues. Yes the issues
are important to those individuals,
but do we really need to change for
the simple reason of media
promotion?
Renaming

the

“Chinaman”

delivery in cricket could be
misconstrued as disrespectful to the
Wheatbelt’s own Brad Hogg who
was one of the best exponents of
“Chinaman” bowling.
Let’s get back to reality. We have
all made decisions in the past, but
that does not mean we can, or
should try and change things. It
may not be for the better.
The trouble with a lot of social
media is that people believe that
what is being said is coming as an
expert opinion, where it could be
just some keyboard cowboy
throwing something out there to
get a reaction. Everyone is a part of

our society, not a little silo on their
own.
Getting back to minority groups
with rights, I want to start the
Monogamist Heterosexual long
term
relationship
Group. Yep
at well over
40 years and
still
going
strong, I think
we are now
qualifying as a
minority
group that has
rights to.
Martin Morris
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Letter to the Editor
After reading Mr Langley Smith’s
article in My Thoughts column of the
Phoenix last issue it made me think that
some balance was in order, some
thoughts from the other side of the
fence if you like.
Firstly, let me make one thing explicitly
clear. These are my own personal
thoughts, as a resident of the place
called Merredin. While I do work at the
Shire, these comments are not to be
taken as being said on behalf of
Council, an individual Councillor, nor
any other staff member.
It seems Mr Smith is disappointed with
the enthusiasm of Council and the level
of encouragement provided by Council
to various members of the community.
He believes Council considers members
of the public as opponents or
antagonists and any requests from them
as a nuisance. He believes Council
should do all it can to support all
community groups or individuals with
their requests.
The last part of that is indeed true. A
local government is there to provide
services and facilities to its residents.
However, it is also there to provide
good governance and prudent financial
management to its residents. That is all
its residents, not just the individuals
who are, as Mr Smith points out, so
passionate about their one area of
interest.
Hopefully Merredin residents would
appreciate Council not accepting every
request from every member of the
public made to it without considering
all the implications or other
possibilities. The financial implications
of doing that would be scary enough, let
alone the health and safety implications,
the legislative implications (yes, that
old chestnut again), the longer term
practical implications, whether it’s in
the community’s best interests etc.
Mr Smith mentioned Council’s concern
around ongoing costs of the requested
projects mentioned at the Council
meeting. There is concern for good
reason.
Over the last 3 years Council has lost
approximately $635,000 in funding
from the Federal Government by way
of the indexation freeze on the
Financial Assistance Grants. These
grants are provided to every Council in
Australia to assist in providing the
services and facilities each local
government provides. The grants were
previously increased each year by a
level of indexation. From the 2014/15
Federal budget that indexation increase
stopped, meaning Council ended up
with less money. Initially the freeze
was for a 3 year period but with the
expiration date on that fast approaching
there has been no commitment from the
Federal Government that the freeze will
be lifted.
If the freeze remains in place Council
will lose an additional $195,000 in
funding for the 2017/18 year. To put a
local context on what that means, from
Council’s current budget $195,000
covers things like Community Events
and Projects - $75,000, Youth Activities
- $9,000, Cummins Theatre General
Operations - $36,800, Library General
Operations - $37,900, Public Donations

- $15,000 and Cummins Theatre
Technical Improvements - $15,000.
Imagine Merredin without all those
things.
Then from 1 July 2017 the
discontinuation of vehicle licence fee
concessions to local governments come
into place. Local governments across
the State currently receive a concession
on their vehicle licenses as well as not
being required to pay stamp duty on
vehicle purchases. This relates to light
vehicles as well as heavy plant and
machinery. The State Government is
removing these concessions in the next
budget.
For Merredin the amount for the licence
fee concession equates to around
$17,500. Unfortunately a figure on the
stamp duty can’t be known as that
depends on the type of vehicle/plant
purchased & its dollar value, but it
could be significant. One of the graders
is due to be replaced next year – stamp
duty on that is around $8,400 – and
that’s just 1 example. From Council’s
current budget the amount of $17,500
covers such things as the Merredin
College
Chaplaincy
$3,000,
MADCAPS Contributions - $6,000,
Senior’s Centre Building Maintenance
and Functions - $2,000 and Cummings
Crescent
Low
Income
Units
Maintenance - $11,000.
Again, imagine Merredin without those
things.
While Council is fortunate to receive
some other sources of funding (refer to
the 2015/16 Annual Report for some
noticeable examples), with other cuts to
the Federal and State budgets these
funding sources are beginning to dry
up, or the applications received greatly
outweigh the amount of funding
available, which means many projects
simply miss out.
If Council is to maintain the current
level of facilities and services it
provides as it does now, with less
funding available to it, the money to do
so has to come from somewhere. To
what level would the residents of
Merredin be happy with their rates
being increased to cover those funding
shortfalls? Or what services would
residents be happy to no longer be
available, and what projects no longer
be pursued? Then factor in the costs if
residents want new projects, new
services and/or new facilities provided.
As a resident I would like to hope that
my Council considers carefully how
and where it spends its money and
resources, and doesn’t waste them
continuing projects which have failed
previously or which, without proper
investigations, potentially have longer
lasting negative outcomes. And yes,
that means that hard decisions
sometimes have to be made and, yes,
some people’s wishes don’t come about
as they want them to. It also means that
not every project is seen through to
fulfilment. Not getting the answer or
response you want from Council
doesn’t mean it’s unenergetic or that it
doesn’t know what good work is. Nor
does it mean that staff don’t come to
work every day wondering what good
can be achieved.

Unfortunately, with the financial
outlook over the next few years from a
Federal and State perspective looking
somewhat grim Council may well have
more hard decisions to make because,
let’s face it, no-one wants their rates to
go up. But instead of complaining
about how bad Council is, perhaps
people need to step up to the mark, put
their money (and/or effort) where their
mouth is and make something of this
place or do something for this place
themselves (either individually or as
part of a group) rather than expecting
Council to provide it for them.
In recent times a number of projects
have got off the ground because they
have been driven from the community,
by the community.
Sure, Council
approval may be required depending on
the circumstances, but I think you’ll
find that if you/a community group are
prepared to “do the hard yards” yourself
and continue with the project on an
ongoing basis in your own right then
it’s generally something Council are
supportive of.
Look at the Merredin Men’s Shed established with Council’s assistance in
terms of some funding and the supply
of land but the entity and activities are
driven by the Men’s Shed with very
little involvement required of Council.
Ditto with the Community Garden established on Council land with some
staff time in the initial set up, but now
an entity running on its own by its own
members.
The Merredin Railway
Museum and Military Museums have
also benefited from Council assistance
on the proviso that the Museums
themselves would do the majority of the
work, commit to or source funding,
accept other risks and ongoing work
and costs.
I’d like to hope that my Council
focusses on the big picture main
priorities for the betterment of the
overall community and region as whole.
That’s what will make Merredin a
sustainable place to live, work and
invest in for many years to come. And
that’s the key word – sustainable.
So perhaps what isn’t seen or realised
are those projects Council’s involved in
for the betterment of not only this Shire,
but the Central Eastern Wheatbelt as a
whole. The most obvious example is
the Central East Aged Care Alliance
(CEACA). Hopefully by now you’ll be
aware of what CEACA is but
essentially,
it’s
an
independent
incorporated body formed from 11
Shires in the region who have been
successful in obtaining over $22 million
in Royalties for Regions funding to
build 187 independent living units
across those 11 Shires. Merredin is
getting 28 which will be placed at the
old North Merredin Primary School
site. Wouldn’t that change lives!

By the way - $22 million is the State’s
largest ever single investment into
regional aged care and the Shire of
Merredin is acting as “lead agency” for
the group, enabling the funding
applications to be made initially as well
as managing the funds and procurement
throughout the project.
Which is also linked to something else
Council have done for this community

– getting the Management Order (not a
quick & simple process I can assure
you) for the NMPS site so that it can be
turned into a community and cultural
hub for the town, with the Library
relocation the starting point. Is that not
an example of doing well for the
community?
Our Council are continually trying to
source information, from all over the
world, on how Merredin and the region
can diversify and grow. The spirulina
project is an example of that. Council
hosted experts from the Netherlands to
look at turning the old No. 4 Pump
Station into a processing facility, tourist
space and spirulina farm using other
Council assets such as the land on
Crooks Road and saline groundwater.
While the initial feasibility study was
positive,
subsequent
government
market analysis didn’t suggest such
positive results hence the project has
been shelved for the time being. But
the seed is there for the future.
Which leads nicely into my next
example. The recent announcement of a
community reference group to pursue
plans in developing a fully serviced hub
for commercial-scale greenhouses and
other innovative agrifood production
technologies in Merredin is a project
which could be a great benefit. It grew
out of the fact that other communities
around Australia are capitalising on
agrifood
opportunities
including
Stawell, a town in Victoria which has
attracted an $80 million staged
greenhouse development by Nectar
Farms to produce cucumbers for the
Melbourne market. Imagine something
like that here! Unfortunately with the
change in State government the
project’s immediate future is somewhat
uncertain but again, the seed is there
and with the right support, it is
possible.
Then
there’s
the
solar
farm
development proposal.
With the
Collgar Wind Farm already here (with
Council’s assistance) Merredin could
become the renewable energy centre for
the Central Eastern Wheatbelt. Think
of the jobs and tourist dollars, let alone
the spin off industries which could then
be attracted.
You may argue that these are only a
few examples, but you can’t
underestimate the significant amount of
work and time required by Council and
staff to get these projects to the stage
they’re at, all while running Council’s
normal program of works, facilities and
services.
To end on another positive, Mr Smith
makes an excellent point in that
Council would always welcome
energetic, can-do people who can help
transform this community with positive
projects and powerful deeds so if that
sounds like you, you could always run
for Council yourself too. Elections are
in October. You’d then become part of
the vigorous, energetic and spirited
team that the Councillors and staff at
the Shire of Merredin already are. Just
depends on which way you want to see
it.
VANESSA GREEN
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History of the spelling
of Merredin
“Excerpt
from
Landgate”
(Western
Australian
Land
Information Authority)
When the Yilgarn Goldfield around
Southern Cross was declared in
1888, the road to the goldfield
passed just to the north of "Merreden
Rock".
A well at the rock made it an
important stopping place, and in
1890 the Lands Department surveyed
20 lots there, and the following year,
1891, gazetted the townsite of
Merriden. None of the lots ever
sold, although a hotel was built just
to the south of them.
In 1895 the railway to Southern
Cross was opened, and a station
named Merredin was established a
short distance south west of the
original townsite.
In 1903 a decision was made to

establish a locomotive barracks at
this station, and it was felt there
would be demand for land. Lots were
surveyed in 1904, and in 1906 the
area around the railway station was
added to the townsite of Merriden,
and lots made available for sale.
In 1906 the Chief Draftsman in the
Lands Department commented that
Merriden was now spelt 3 ways Merreden for the nearby state forest,
Merredin for the railway station and
Merriden for the townsite. It was
decided to adopt the railway spelling
for all names, and all plans were
corrected, but it was not until 1907
that official gazettals were using the
Merredin spelling.
Merredin is an Aboriginal name
which means "the place of merritt's",
a locally abundant tree, the trunks of
which were used for making spears.
The name was first recorded in 1889
for Merredin Rock.

You are part of our community. We
want to hear YOUR story. Email it to
administration@merredincrc.com
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CRC COMMUNITY NEWS
Calling for Expressions of Interest – Equal
Opportunity Essentials Workshop

New Location for Merredin Markets
Sunday April 23rd is the next
Merredin Markets date, so make sure
you come down to the CRC as we
are having the markets on the lawn.
This location will provide more of a
fair/fete atmosphere with stalls
scattered in between the trees.
The bouncy castle will be there for

the kids (FREE) and there will be
lots of stalls to browse through. You
never know you might find a great
Mother’s Day present.
Anyone wanting to book a stall can
contact the Merredin CRC on
9041 1041.

Merredin
CRC
have
held
conversation with The Equal
Opportunity Commission regarding
delivery of a workshop on Equal
Opportunity in the Workplace
which would be suitable for
Managers, Supervisors and Team
Leaders.
This follows on from the highly
successful half-day workshop
delivered by Work Safe WA on the
Harmonious Workplaces.

The Equal Opportunity workshop
would be a one day workshop
including morning tea, lunch and
afternoon tea.
The cost will be based on the
number of attendees, so we are
seeking Expressions of Interest
from any business, organisation or
individual who may be interested
in attending.
Please contact the Merredin CRC
on 9041 1041.

Is anyone interested in a MYOB workshop?
The Merredin CRC is prepared to organise a MYOB workshop should there
be sufficient interest.
With the end of the financial year only just around the corner, this is a great
time for businesses, organisations and individuals to look at gaining some
financial/bookkeeping skills.
If anyone is interested, please contact the Merredin CRC by the end of April
2017 by phoning 9041 1041 or email merredin@crc.net.au.

You can get your
Phoenix online
IT Assistance available at the
Merredin CRC
Merredin CRC staff member,
Corey Tucker, completed his
Certificate III in Information,
Digital Media and Technology
in 2016 and has the skills to
assist clients with their phones,
ipads, tablets and computers.

$10 to look at your device and
depending on what is needed,
further charges may apply.

For those people who either can’t get
to the outlets that sell the Phoenix or
would rather receive their copy
online, please subscribe through
either contacting the Merredin CRC
or by visiting the CRC website
www.merredincrc.com.
The Phoenix is currently available at:
Merredin – Nextra Merredin News &
Stationery, Two Dogs Home

Hardware or Merredin CRC
Nungarin – Wegner’s Rural
Bruce Rock – CRC or Newsagents
Kellerberrin – Newsagents
Tammin – Roadhouse
Southern Cross – Hardware
Westonia – Co op
Narembeen – Newsagents
Doodlakine – Store
Bodallin—Roadhouse

So if anyone has a problem with
their devices, call into the CRC
and speak with Corey.

There is a minimum charge of

Department of Human Services
will be closed Friday 14th April and
Monday 17th April for Easter and
Tuesday 25th April for ANZAC Day.
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Tyre Art Competition
By WANDA ASH
It wasn’t quite “highway rubbery” –
but Jesse Munday must have felt that
he hit the jackpot in the Cliff Haines
Tyres & More Tyre Art Competition
at the 2017 Merredin Community
Show.
Jesse spent hours making the
winning entry, one of three
motorbikes entered and won $300.
As if that wasn’t enough, he also
picked up Third Prize with a Cooper
Esky, for his quad bike creation!
Second Prize of $100 was awarded
to Merredin College Pre Primary &
PP/Year 1 classes with their
colourful teapot, cup and saucer set.
Overall we had 10 entries, all were
outstanding – picking the winners
was decided by public voting and
results were very close. Other entries
included a wishing well, a hat, a
table and chair set, a child’s rocker, a
caterpillar and a snowman.
“We thought this would be an
interesting way to involve the
community in the Show as well as
recycling old tyres. The creations
drew a lot of attention, people loved
them” Store Manager Wanda Ash
said.

Cliff Haines Tyres & More, which
has been a long-time supporter of the
Show and other community events,
also won the best business entry in
the Float Parade.
Another winner on
Anthony Tompkin,
Cooper Esky filled
goodies in the Tyres
raffle.

the day was
who won a
with lots of
& More free

We would like to thank all those who
entered the competition, everyone
who visited our display of tyres,
Shopriders and thanks to Anthony
Metcalf for displaying his Yamaha
FZ1 MotorBike, sponsored by Cliff
Haines Tyres & More, which he is
planning to ride in Historic
Competition Racing.

It was a terrific day!

Jesse Munday with his winning motorbike
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RSM Australia celebrates 95 years of partnering
with regional Australia
By MATTHEW BERRYMAN
For 95 years RSM Australia has
played a pivotal role helping
Australia’s agricultural sector
become
the
smark
and
sustainable powerhouse of future
economic growth.
27 March
2017 marked RSM’s 95th
anniversary in Australia, having
commenced operations on this
day in 1922.
RSM National Chairman, Jamie
O’Rourke said, “As we celebrate
this significant milestone, it is
important to remember our
humble beginnings and how we
have developed as a professional
practice in Australia for nearly
100 years. It is also fitting to
acknowledge the outstanding and
loyal support from our clients all
over Australia during this time.
It is the richness and diversity of
these client relationships that has
allowed and supported our
growth, such that we now have
the most comprehensive national
footprint of any chartered
accounting firm in the country.

We are both proud and grateful
for the ongoing support that our
clients have provided and the
partners and staff would like to
say thank you.”

As RSM moves towards the 100th
year of operations, there is much
history and legacy to reflect
upon.
“95 years ago, the services
provided were simple – because
doing business was simple. Our
firm history book now talks about
the first use of computers, the
introduction of audit
and
corporate finance departments
and as we move towards our
maiden century, we continue to
rewrite the history book with
chapters on risk advisory, cyber
security, fraud and forensics and
research and development tax
incentives,” said Mr O’Rourke.
“Our services have continually
evolved and have always been
shaped by the needs and
requirements of our clients.
Service offerings will come and
go, however what has remained

constant is the importance of
listening
to
our
clients,
understanding their needs, and
developing solutions and services
that assist them to resolve the
challenges that they face in their
business,” he added.
RSM provides a commitment to
deliver services in areas and
regions where businesses operate,
leveraging from 30 offices and
1,200 staff. At each of these
locations, staff work with clients
in industries from agribusiness, to
government, health, construction,
professional services, mining and
engineering.
One of these regional offices is
Merredin. Opened in 1959, local
manager Matthew Berryman says
the Merredin office has proudly
written its own chapter into rural
Australia’s growth story.
“Due to our strong technical
knowledge of the complexities
associated with running a farming
enterprise,
we’ve
been
instrumental in helping local
farmers, agribusinesses, and
primary producers find the right
solutions needed to achieve their
financial,
operational
and

strategic objectives” says Mr
Berryman.
RSM has a strong and expansive
global
offering to clients
providing similar services in 120
countries around the world and is
recognised as the 6th largest
network of audit, tax and
consulting firms internationally.
“We are very proud of this
international network and what it
means for our clients especially
now that we have adopted the
RSM brand throughout the
world,”
commented
Mr
O’Rourke.
The
RSM
network
now
comprises over 41,000 staff in
800 offices around the world.
“Finally, to all our current and
former staff, who over 95 years
have contributed to the fabric of
the unique national practice that
is RSM, I would like to say thank
you for making us who we are
today. I look forward to
celebrating 100 years with you all
in
2022,”
concluded
Mr
O’Rourke.

Staff at Merredin RSM
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Year 2 Class Report

Year 1 Class Report

Our class is running super smoothly now that we
have established routine and rhythm into the
day. Students are motivated and involved in all
learning areas and are starting to take risks with
their work and talk about their learning. These
practices lead to better results with academic
work.

Lately we have had a very exciting couple of
weeks! The children have been learning a lot of
different and new things. In STEM (science,
technology, engineering & mathematics), we
constructed a maze out of straws and glue.
Once we had finished our designs they were
then tested with a marble.

The home reading program is a very important
part of our learning and it is excellent to see it
supported by so many parents. The Year 2s are
always excited to share their day and their work
via the Seesaw app. Students also have access to
Mathletics and Reading Eggs at home and
together, provide them with a fun and great way
to consolidate what they have been taught in
class!

In literacy we have been focusing on sounds
within words. The children have been doing
brainstorms of different sounds and writing lots
of words that have that sound in them. Last
week the children explored shaving foam and
practiced writing Consonant Vowel Consonant
(CVC) words in it.

Nanga Bush Camp
By CHELSEA ROUTLEDGE
TRUGLIO—Year 6

&

JACK

The Year 6’s arrived at Nanga Bush Camp on
Tuesday. This was a 5 hour drive.

Year 1 / 2 Class Report

At Nanga Bush Camp we learnt how to be a leader
and work as a team. We did a variety of things
such as Zip Lining, Rock Climbing, Kayaking,
Raft Building and many more.

It has been a great start to Term 1 for the
students. Since changing classes the Year 1 and
2s have joined in very nicely with one another.
Each morning everyone is enthusiastic to start
their day with our Jolly Phonics, spelling and
writing activities. The students are getting very
good at the Jolly Phonics on the Smartboard
and

Also at Nanga Bush Camp there was a treasure
chest we had to try and open by earning keys. To
earn keys we had to prove to be a team player.
Hallie was the one who had the key to open the
chest. We’re not going to tell you what was inside
it because we didn’t want to spoil it for the Year
5s.

we enjoy competitions with that each morning.
We all have fun doing dances, chants and
games in class. Mrs Millington was especially
pleased with how wonderful all

We offer a big thanks to Shay, Ash, Brad and Ryan
for running the activities and the teachers who
supervised us. Thank you also to Dave for driving
the bus.

Technologies Woodwork
Time has been flying in the Wood Workshop this
term. Students spent the first few lessons
completing safety activities and learning about the
safety that is necessary in the workshop. Since
then, students have been busy designing and
working on a variety of different woodwork
projects, allowing them to practise a variety of
skills.
Year 7 students have been using hand tools in
order to design and create wooden spoons.
The Year 8 students have been practising their
design skills by creating laminated chopping
boards with a Western Australian theme.
The Year 9 students have been working hard to
design and produce a crocodile box.
The Year 10s have been developing their drawing
skills in order to design a shelving unit that they
will be producing later in the year. In the
workshop, they have been using the machines to
produce a hinged box with a unique pyrograph
design.

The Year 11 and 12 students have produced a
Joints’ Portfolio and developing their abilities
using hand tools. They are currently working on
Design Portfolios and skills in preparation for the
wooden money boxes they will be creating during
the remainder of Semester 1.

the work on the show board looked. It has been
great to see all the home reading that has been
done so far. It is essential that this is done
every day. In class we enjoy
reading books, doing shared reading and our
activities on the Smartboard. Each week
everyone really enjoys their Library session,
whole school sport and the computer lab
on Friday afternoon. It has been a great term in
our class!

14
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Whole School Mass
The Year 4 class celebrated the end
of term Mass on Friday. Thank you
to Father Andrew for a lovely
Mass.
The
parents
and
grandparents were then invited
back to the classroom for morning
tea at the conclusion of Mass, a
lovely way to finish off the term.

Edna May Excursion
For HASS this term the Year 5
students have been learning about
areas of land, if they are used for
primary industry and if the land
being developed can be used in a
sustainable way.
As a cumulation, the Year Five
class went on an excursion to the
Edna May gold mine, run by
Evolution
Mining
When they arrived at the gold
mine, they were greeted by the
administration staff and taken to
the boardroom, where they were
fitted out with hard hats and high
vis shirts to wear on the tour.
They then drove to the lookout at
the 'open pit'. They got to see the
size of a front end loader and a
truck in comparison to them.

Once back at the administration
office they sat down to lunch and
were lucky enough to have a
number of people from the mine
join them. A surveyor, a geologist
and the general manager of the
mine came to talk to the group
about what they did and answer
some questions about the mine.
It was a fantastic experience for
the students and many thanks go
to Evolution Mining staff, who
planned the visit so well that they
have inspired the students to
become more proactive to learn
about our local industries and
what sustainable practices are.

Holy Week

This week the students have
participated
in
Holy
Week
reenactments in a lead up to Easter.
The students in Year 3 presented
Palm Sunday, Year 4 students,
Washing of the Feet, Year 5, The
Last Supper and The Year 6 class,
The Stations of the Cross. It has
been lovely to see so many parents
come to support the students.

Small Voices Louder
The students in Years 2 to 6 went on
an excursion to Cummins Theatre to
participate in the Small Voices
Louder project.
Small Voices Louder is a
participatory performance in two
parts for young people aged 7–12 by
WA artist Alex Desebrock.
In Part One, children were invited to
play and explore an installation that
prompted them to consider and
express what they really think about
some of life’s big questions. What is
important in life to remember? What
is love? What changes would you
make in the world? The children’s
answers were recorded and will then
be woven into sound works.
Part Two is a sound experience that
sees their playful, insightful and
refreshingly
honest
responses
broadcast to adult ears. At the end of
the WA regional tour, eight edited
audio tracks of children's voices,
recorded across the tour will be
made available in Merredin to be
broadcasted to the community.
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Chris’s Corner
By CHRIS VAN DER MERWE
Why won’t my chainsaw chain
turn?
I have mentioned this topic before
but thought it would be worth
mentioning again as I still regularly
see this problem coming into the
workshop. The problem customers
have is the chain would not go
around the bar when revving the
engine. In this case the chain brake
has been activated. This is the
handguard/chain brake lever that
sits just in front of the top handle on
your chainsaw. The brake had been

22 Railway Ave, Merredin WA 6415
Phone: (08) 9041 3325
Mobile: 0428 308 808
Email: chris@merredinmowers.com.au

accidentally knocked on when in
storage and prevented the chain
from turning. To reset this brake
you simply pull the handguard back
towards you when holding the saw.
This will release the metal brake
band in the saw and allow the chain
to turn freely.
If you have a question you would
like
answered
about
your
lawnmower, chainsaw, line trimmer
or other piece of equipment just
email
it
to
me
at
chris@merredinmowers.com.au.

Merredin
Mower
&
Chainsaw
Centre

Street Names of Merredin and
their Derivation
continued ……………..

Claremont in the State Parliament.

“Excerpt from “The History of the
Merredin District” by FA Law”

To the west of the Wyalkatchem
railway line in the town was the farm
owned by Francis Alfred Stevens.
He subdivided a portion of it as town
lots and his name appears in Stevens
Street and Alfred Street.

Following on from Barrack, Bates,
Mitchell, King, George, Queen,
Mary and Coronation Street naming
came Duff, Stevens, Alfred, Colin,
Park, Hay and Railway Avenue.
Duff Street honours Thomas Duff,
one of the town’s earliest citizens
and owner of “Duff’s Hotel”, for
several years a member of the Road
Board and for a term the Member for

The origin of the names Colin Street,
Park Street and Hay Street are unknown.
Railway Avenue ran parallel to the
railway line.
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Author visits Merredin Library
By LINDA BETTENY
Hills author and publisher, Linda Bettenay, was a
star performer when she entertained folks at the
Merredin Library with an informative and
passionate talk on the 3 rd of April. Bettenay's
topic found great resonance with this small group
of interested book lovers.
Bettenay introduced her third book, 'The Apple
Core Wars', a tale based on the astounding war
experiences of Charlie Parkin, one of seven
brothers to serve during WW2. Charlie’s
boyhood enemy is Jacky Bellamy from nearby
Karragullen. Their rivalry and childhood dislike,
morph into mateship as they become POWs and
face unspeakable ordeals. By the end of the war,
Jackie and Charlie had found that they had more
in common than divides them.
'Wishes for Starlight', Linda's second novel, is

based on real characters, with names being
changed to protect the not-so-innocent. It’s the
story of a young deaf-mute Aboriginal boy who
grew up in a time when our indigenous fellowAustralians were treated as though they were
second-class citizens. Starlight’s story is full of
intrigue, injustice, unlikely friendships and a
degree of hope.

The group was also entranced by the
unbelievable true story behind Linda's first book
'Secrets Mothers Keep' which occurred in Wubin
and Dalwallinu. Linda revealed how her husband
Mike only recently discovered that his
grandfather
had
been
murdered
and
grandmother, mother and two aunts had been
savagely assaulted and so unearthed a carefully
kept secret that had existed in the family for over
80 years. She also explained how she had
researched the story, discovering strange links

Author and publisher Linda Bettenay with Christine Carew-Hopkins and Merredin Librarian Wendy Porter

“Spike Says”
What tourist attraction would you like in Merredin?

Wendy Farrington
“Designated area for
tourists with RV
parking. Ideal site
would be Barracks area
opposite Pioneer Park.”

Tarlisha O’Donnell “A
historical museum for
the history of
Merredin.”

Deb Alberti
“Indigenous Retail
Shop—Mick Hayden.
Farm stays—educate
our city counterparts.
School camps.”

Logan Mollenoyux
“Paint balling & paint
CBH cells near Highway
for tourists to stop and
look.”

across the globe which assisted her to develop a
complex set of extraordinary characters and
bring this pioneering yarn to life.
All of Linda's books contain a lot more fact than
fiction, which certainly give them an edge on
mere fictional characters and events.
‘Special thanks to Wendy Porter, it is delightful
to see the great new space occupied by the
library. Also thanks to those who attended for
their welcome. They were really involved and
told many of their own stories. Sharing the joy
behind my books and my author journey is a
fulfilling experience,’ Bettenay said.
If you would like to know more about Linda's
Books or for details on events or purchasing the
book go to www.lindasbooks.com.au or for
details on the author tours, visit her facebook
page www.facebook.com/lindasbookswa
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Health

It’s not just kids—Adults shirk fruit and veggies
By CSIRO
Australia's largest ever fruit and
vegetable survey has found that four
out of five Australian adults are not
eating enough fruit and vegetables in
order to meet the A ustralian Dietary
Guidelines. Worryingly, the Fruit,
Vegetables and Diet Score Report
found one in two (51 per cent) adults
are not eating the recommended
intake of fruit, while two out of three
adults (66 per cent) are not eating
enough vegetables.
The Fruit, V egetable and Diet Score
Report, produced by the CSIRO and
commissioned
by
Horticulture
Innovation Australia, compiled the
dietary habits of adults across
Australia over an 18 month period.
With
145,975
participants
nationwide, the survey was the
largest of its kind ever conducted in
Australia.
The overwhelming message is that
most Australians are not as healthy
as they think, and need to eat higher
quantities and a greater variety of
fruit and vegetables every day to
meet the minimum Australian
benchmark.
To help meet the
benchmark, CSIRO suggests adults
eat at least three serves of different
vegetables every dinner time.
"Many Aussies believe themselves to
be healthy, yet this report shows the
majority of those surveyed are not
getting all the beneficial nutrients
from fruit and vegetables needed for
a healthy, balanced diet," Research
Director and co-author of the CSIRO
Total Wellbeing Diet Professor
Manny Noakes said.
"One simple way to boost your
intake is to eat three different types
of vegetables with your main
evening meal."
One of the key findings in the
research is that a focus on variety
could be the solution to boosting
consumption.
"For a country with an abundance of
high-quality, locally-grown fruit and
vegetables available all year round,
it's
disappointing
so
many

Australians are missing out and not
enjoying enough variety in their
diets,"
Horticulture
Innovation
Australia CEO John Lloyd said.
"Australian growers are adapting to
the consumer's need for convenience
by bringing high-quality fresh
produce from the farm to the table in
ready-to-cook and eat packaging,
making it easier for time-poor adults
to add more nutritious fruit and
vegetables into their diets."
People across Australia, in all
occupations and weight ranges, were
invited to participate in the online
survey between May 2015 and
October 2016. CSIRO researchers
analysed this data to develop a
comprehensive picture of the
country's fruit and vegetable
consumption.
Women reported
slightly better fruit and vegetable
consumption with 24 per cent
meeting both guidelines, compared
with only 15 per cent of men
surveyed.
When comparing the
figures by occupation, construction
workers and those in the science and
programming sector recorded the
poorest fruit and vegetable eating
habits. On the other hand, retirees
and health industry workers were
more
likely
to
meet
the
recommended dietary guidelines.
The report also found that the
CSIRO Healthy Diet Score (which
measures overall diet quality on a
scale of zero to 100) is positively
correlated with fruit and vegetable
intake. In other words, adults who
ate more fruit and vegetables also
have the highest diet scores.
"Increasing the amount of fruit and
vegetables we eat is one of the
simplest ways Australians can
improve their health and wellbeing
today as well as combat the growing
rates of obesity and lifestyle diseases
such as heart disease, Type 2
diabetes and a third of all cancers,"
Professor Noakes explained.
"Diets high in fruit and vegetables
have been shown to improve
psychological and physical markers
of wellbeing.

"In particular, phytochemicals from
fruit and vegetables reduce systemic
inflammation which can lead to
chronic disease."
To find out how your diet stacks up
and if you're eating enough fruit and
vegetables, take a few minutes to
complete the CSIRO Healthy Diet
Score survey – a free online

questionnaire which evaluates diet
quality and identifies individual
areas of improvement, as well as
providing a personal diet score out of
100.
To take the free CSIRO Healthy Diet
Score
please
visit
www.csirodietscore.com.
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Rusty Camera Club
By GRANT STAINER
Merredin Camera Club member’s
photos were quite rusty for the April
meeting, with the theme being “rust”.

Grant Stainer’s “Spreading Rust”.
Four photos received bronze.

Seventeen rust photos filled the
theme section this month, and
another 16 photos filled the open
section. The judge this month was
local photographer Brett Guthrie.

In the open section, Mr Guthrie
awarded gold to Margret Schell’s
“Morning walk” and Grant Stainer’s
“Rusty screw”. Silver was awarded to
Karen Slater’s “Ghan Ghost”, Dott’s
“Cliff view”, and Caryn Adamson’s
“Playing with fire”. Four photos
received bronze.

In the theme section, Mr Guthrie
awarded gold to Dott’s “Rusty
Hitch”. He awarded silver to Caryn
Adamson’s “Rusty Chains”, Kate
Caughey’s “Still Sparkling”, and

Mr Guthrie reminded everyone of the
importance of the “rule of thirds”,
and that it is best to avoid having
subjects too centrally placed in the
photo.

19

Club members voted somewhat
differently to Mr Guthrie. In the
theme section, members gave first
place to Kate Caughey’s “Still
sparkling”, second place to Karen
Slater’s “Left in Kookynie”, and
equal third place to Kate Caughey’s
“Rusty roof” and Caryn Adamson’s
“Rusty chains”.

went to Karen Slater’s “Ghan Ghost”.

In the open section, club members
awarded equal first place to Karen
Slater’s “In the outback” and Kate
Caughey’s “Curvy tree”. Second
place went to Caryn Adamson’s
“Playing with fire”, and third place

The
Merredin
Camera
Club
welcomes new members. For more
information about the Merredin
Camera
Club,
please
email
Daina
Sutherland
at
dainasutherland@bigpond.com

The Merredin Camera Club holds it’s
enjoyable and relaxing meetings at
the Merredin Playgroup building on
Throssell Road.
The next meeting will be on the 10
May, where the theme will be
“sepia”.

Kate Caughey’s ‘Still sparkling’

Grant Stainer’s ‘Rusty screw’

Karen Slater’s ‘Ghan Ghost’

Kate Caughey’s ‘Curvy tree’
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Science

Floral perfection – The Sturt Desert Pea
By GRANT STAINER
The Sturt Desert Pea, Swainsona
formosa, is an iconic plant that is
immediately recognisable to most
Australians.
First recorded and sampled by
explorer William Dampier in 1699,
the Sturt Desert Pea is found in
arid areas of Australia, and named
after explorer Captain Charles
Sturt.

The Sturt Desert Pea is a legume
with
a
prostrate,
creeping
behaviour, with trailing stems up to
2m long. The flowers, which are
the most prominent part of the
plant are usually red with a black
centre. The flowers are comprised
of 5 petals, with the top petal being
the flag petal, a lower keel of two
petals, and two smaller ‘wing’
petals. The black centre (lower part
of the flag petal) is known as the
boss.

There has been a long history of
different names being adorned on
the Sturt Desert Pea, including at
least 17 common names, 10
scientific names, and more than 7
Aboriginal names. However, it is
now generally accepted that the
proper name of the Sturt Desert
Pea is Swainsona formosa.

The plant is generally considered
to be an annual plant, although it
can live perennially if conditions
are good. The flowers are
pollinated by birds, which provide
the
sufficient
mechanical
disruption of a ‘skin’ that protects
the stigma from fertilisation.

The natural distribution of the Sturt
Desert Pea generally falls between
the 125mm and 250mm rainfall
isohyets. The preferred soil types
are sand plain, calcareous soils and
desert loams that are subject to
periodical flooding. It is often
found in low lying areas where
water collects.

Plants can be cultivated either by
growing from seed or through
cutting, although seed is the most
efficient and reliable method. Due
to the water impermeable seed
coat, the most effective method to
stimulate germination is by nicking
the seed coat with a sharp blade at
the shoot end of the seed.

Plants respond well to watering
and fertilisation when grown in
gardens. They like free draining
soils and full sun for at least half
the day.

The Sturt Desert Pea is the floral
emblem of South Australia, and
has inspired a wide variety of art,

design and literature. Many
cultivars of varying floral colours
have also been developed for the
commercial floral industry.
For further information, check out
the fabulous book Sturt Pea – A
most splendid plant by David
Symon and Manfred Jusaitis.

Sturt Desert Pea plant with flowers. Photo by Grant Stainer

Cunderdin Students do well in Competitions at Woolorama
By LINDSAY MCNEILL

Daniel Willmott fifth.

Following
on
from
some
outstanding achievements in the
ATAR and WACE at the end of
last year, students from WA
College of Agriculture - Cunderdin
have achieved some excellent
results in competitions at last
month's Wagin Woolorama.

In the meat sheep judging Sharnie
Morey (Jurien Bay) came first in a
field of 65 competitors. Phillip
McDonald came fourth in the AWI
novice shearing competition. In the
junior cattle judging, Cody Martin
(Northam) came second with
Austin Smith (Northam) and Cara
Shannon (Yelbini) finishing in the
top 10 in a field of 60.

Students gained places in all
competitions except wool handling
where they were up against
professionals and not just students
from other colleges. The year 11
merino ram judging team came
first in the competition for under
21 year olds. This is the second
year in a row that students from
Cunderdin won the award.
The team comprised Jake Garlick
(Kondinin),
Georgia
Dawes
(Yealering),
Charles
Bulleid
(Williams) and Sonny King
(Mukinbudin). The year 12 team
comprising Phillip McDonald
(Esperance),
Grace
Davey
(Wongan Hills), Danny Willmott
(Tambellup) and Aimee Tyson
(Goomalling)
came
third.
Individual overall placings were
Bonnie Telfer (Darkan) first, Jake
Garlick (Kondinin) second, Chloe
King (Mukinbudin) fourth and

Fleeces from the college flock did
well in the wool competition. The
college came first in the class for a
pair of super fine wool fleeces;
second in classes for a fine wool
ewe fleece and for a medium wool
ewe or wether fleece and third in
classes for a ewe or wether fine
wool fleece and a pair of fine wool
fleeces. It also came first in a class
for Poll Dorset ewes over one year
old.

Meanwhile at the college, students
are taking part in a range of other
activities. Farm manager, Kim
Gray, said the year 12 students
were working towards their
Certificates II and III in
Agriculture. Students willing to put
in some extra work should soon be
able to complete a Certificate lll in
Pork Production. "The pork

Kara Smith (Kellerberrin), Lynayha Wells -partly obscured- (Merredin), Brock Wilson
(Narembeen), Joshua Pink (Secret Harbour), James Thomas (Narembeen), Austin Smith
(Northam), Nicholas Savage (Kulin) and Cara Shannon (Yelbini).

industry is desperately short of
qualified staff and it would be
wonderful to have more of our
graduates move into the pork
industry," he said.
Students taking part in the school
shearing program have received
high praise from the trainers who
said the students' work was "the
best they have seen". Other
students had been involved in
weaning calves, spreading lime and

gypsum, spraying summer weeds
and fence building, Mr Gray said.

"The year 11's have just completed
two weeks of short, practical
courses including first aid,
chemical handling, safe use of
firearms and using the computer
design program, CAD. "Short
courses give students a range of
useful skills and understanding
they can apply in their careers after
graduation," he said.
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Home gardeners urged to check for and report tomato potato psyllid
By DAFWA
The Department of Agriculture and Food, Western
Australia (DAFWA) is working with the WA
horticulture industry to respond to the detection of
tomato potato psyllid, an exotic plant pest.

the leaves.

 Severe wilting of plants caused by high numbers of
psyllids feeding.

 Shortening of stem internodes.

This is the first time the psyllid has been detected in
Australia.

 Stem death similar to other potato and tomato

Tomato potato psyllid attacks a range of plants
including potato, tomato, eggplant, capsicum, chilli,
tamarillo, cape gooseberry, goji berry, and sweet
potato. The weeds nightshade, groundcherry, African
boxthorn, kangaroo apple and field bindweed are also
hosts of the pest.
You can help to determine the spread of the pest by
checking your plants and immediately reporting any
suspect detections.
You can do this via the free MyPestGuide Reporter
app, which is available from the Google Play or
the App Store. Alternatively, you can email photos with
your name, address and mobile number to
info@agric.wa.gov.au, or call the Pest and Disease
Information Service on 1800 084 881.

Quarantine Area Notice

About the tomato potato psyllid and what to look for
The tomato potato psyllid is a tiny sap-sucking insect
with three stages of development – egg, nymph and
adult. Adults and nymphs of tomato potato psyllid
cause injury to plants by feeding with sucking mouth
parts.
Look for the insect in all its life stages on the underside
of leaves.
Signs of tomato potato psyllid include:

 Insects jumping from the foliage when disturbed.
 White sugar-like granules which coat the plant
leaves and stems, and can lead to the development
of sooty mould.

 Yellowing of leaf margins and upward curling of

disorders.

A Quarantine Area Notice (QAN) is in place to direct
the movement and treatment of specified fruit,
vegetables and seedlings to contain and control the pest.
The QAN divides Western Australia into three
quarantine zones — a Control (red) Zone, Suppression
(orange) Zone and Watch (blue) Zone. To find out how
you might be affected, and for additional general
information, visit www.agric.wa.gov.au/tpp
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CLASSIFIEDS
Positions Vacant

Nukarni Football Club is looking for a Canteen
Manager (or Managers!) for the 2017 season.
The role entails stocking and managing the canteen
and the army of helpers at home games (seven homes
games over the season). This role is hugely valued
amongst the Nukarni Community.. and can be shared
amongst more than one person!
If you are keen, please get in touch with Boz on
0488 093 650
Jayden Crook
President
Nukarni Football Club

Public Notices
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Hockey

A fun game

NOTICE OF SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday 2 May 2017
Council will conduct a Special Council Meeting on
Tuesday 2 May 2017 commencing at 6.00pm.
The purpose of the meeting will be to consider any
submissions received in relation to the Merredin Solar
Farm Proposal.
The Meeting will be held in Council Chambers, Cnr
King & Barrack Streets, Merredin WA 6415.
Members of the public are welcome to attend. The
agenda will be available on Council’s website from
Monday 1 May 2017.

A fun game, goals scored both ways, no major injuries! The dress ups were the result of some trash
talk between the teams a few weeks ago - all in
good fun and much fun had.

Greg Powell

Chief Executive Officer

FREE ADVERTISING
Not everyone is on Facebook. You could be missing out on a whole different
market! Selling things through The Phoenix really works! Have you got
something to sell? If it’s under $250 and you are not a business, you can advertise in the classifieds for
FREE! So get rid of
your unwanted items and make some cash. Call 9041 1041 to place your free advert.
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Basketball

Junior Basketball Grand Final
By TASH CAPLAN
After a great final series with some
very close games it all came down
to Grand Final Day.
Under 12s got the day underway
with the Girls Grey (coached by
Siobhan Hayden) taking on Black
(coached by Lana Drakeford &
Ashlynn Osborne). Black came out
very strong in both defensive and
offensive to come away premiers
for 2016/17 33-15.
Boys were on Court 2. Yellow
(coached by Donna Crook) vs
White (coached by Sam Alberti &
Darcy Lowe). White were too
strong for Yellow and came away
premiers 30-16.
Under 16s were up next in what
were some very close games with

the girls coming down to the last 2
minutes of the game. Red (coached
by Kat White) defeated White
(coached by Kara Power) 43-40.
Congratulations to Lana Drakeford
who was awarded Grand Final
Fairest & Best.
In the boys Black (coached by
James Morris) took on Green
(coached by Zac McQuistan) with
Black coming away premiers 40-33.
Congratulations to Dylan Hayden
who was awarded Grand Final
Fairest and Best.
In other Presentations, the Under
16s 2016/17 Fairest and Best went
to Siobhan Hayden (Yellow) and
Runner Up Fairest and Best went to
Shayley Hendriks (White).
Boys Fairest and Best went to
Dylan Hayden (Black) and Runner
up Fairest and Best went to Sam
Alberti (Blue).

Under 16s Red. Molly Walsh, Sybella Tyak-White, Rikkita Dalgety, Nicola Beck, Lana Drakeford
Chloe Coomber, Maddison Hook, Kat White (Coach) and Chloe Walsh

Thankyou to all the Coaches of all
the sides for stepping up and taking
the time for our kids.
Special Mention to Tanya Withers
for her time and effort into Records
Keeper this season.
Thankyou all for a great season and
hope to see you all back next
season.

Under 12’s Girls Black

Under 16’s Boys Black

Under 12’s Boys White

Shooting

Merredin Rifle Club Results
Field Class – 09-04-17 – 100
Yards
1st John Ayres – 79
2nd Sheree Lowe – 73
3rd Corey Tucker – 71
4th Bergen Routledge – 69
5th Matt Lambert – 67
6th Steven King – 59
7th Jonathon King – 49
8th Skye King – 43
9th Raymond Mayota – 35
F Class Standard – 02/04/17 –
700 Yards
1st John Ayres – 96

2nd Matt Lambert – 92
3rd Corey Tucker – 89
4th Bergen Routledge – 88
Field Class – 26/03/2017 – 300
Yards
1st Bergen Routledge – 67
2nd John Ayres – 57
3rd Corey Tucker – 52
F Class Standard – 05/03/17 –
300 Yards
1st Kellie Routledge – 112
2nd Bergen Routledge – 110
3rd John Ayres – 108
4th Corey Tucker - 103
Club member Bergen Routledge taking aim
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Lawn Bowls

MERREDIN 15000 - 2017
By PETER GERRAND
The Merredin Bowling Club is once
again hosting the annual 15000
Bowls Tournament.
The 15000 is recognised as one of
the most prestigious events on the
WA Bowls calendar as well as being
one of the top events in Australia in
terms of prize money available. It's
popularity can be gauged from the
fact that within two days of
nomination forms going out the
event invariably fills up.
The 12th edition of the Merredin
15000 will be held on 22nd and 23rd
April and all community members
are invited to come down and watch
some of the best bowlers in the State
in action.
The 'Merredin 15000 was first
played in 2007. The event was
played as pairs until 2014 then
changed to triples in 2015.
The event always attracts some of
the State's best bowlers and the list
of past winners represents some of
the finest bowlers in the State.
'15000 Winners'
2007—Jon Sharp & Roger Barns,
2008—Gary Caffell & Graham
Wishart, 2009—Rhett Butler &
Thomas Mitchell, 2010—Jon Sharp
& Andrew Jones, 2011— Thomas
Mitchell & Rhett Butler, 2012—
Rhett Butler & Thomas Mitchell,
2013—Rhett Butler & Laura Merz,
2014—Thomas Mitchell & Kyle
McIlroy, 2015—Matt Mitchell,

Blake Nairn, John Fransisco, 2016—
Nino Caporaso, Terry Anderson and
George Skalko.
Merredin Bowling Club is a very
small club with less the 40 registered
players.
The Club are to be
congratulated, as it is quite an
achievement for a small town like
Merredin to be able to stage an event
like this which brings significant
economic and social benefit to our
town.
The majority of the 105 players
involved in the 15000 come from
Perth or other towns outside the
Wheatbelt and many of them bring
their partners or supporters with
them, so over the 3 days of the
weekend, this is a good economic
boost to the town.
John Nicolletti's AIM group has
been the major sponsor of the event
since its inception. John has been
very supportive of the event. It is
unlikely the event could have been
so successful without John's support.
The other Major sponsor has been
the Liberty Fuels Group and Sammy
Musca along with a host of minor
sponsors from local businesses.
Without their support the event could
not go on.
The Club is renowned for its
hospitality during the event with all
meals provided plus extra events
including a mini-carnival on the
Sunday for teams that have been
eliminated during sectional play.

Golf

Watts wins Summer Cup
By TREVOR WATERHOUSE

and Syd Crees all with 24 points.

After 4 rounds of golf with the best
of 3 rounds to count Justin Watts
with 67 points was the winner of the
2017 summer cup from Rob Gearing
on 65 points, Jim Coleman with 64
points and Pat Youngman with 61
points.

The leader board after 3 rounds saw
Rob Gearing with 65 points leading
from Jim Coleman on 64 points,
Justin Watts on 62 points and Pat
Youngman on 61 points.

The first round was played on the
19th March and the winner with 22
points was Adrian Irving on a
countback from Matt Jacobson,
Justin Watts and Jim Coleman all
with 22 points as well.
The second round was played on the
26th March and the winner was Rob
Gearing with 24 points on a
countback from Pat Youngman.
These two players were followed by
Shaun Avery and Albie Koper on 22
points each.
The third round was played on the
2nd April and the winner with 25
points was Nigel Bush from Darren
O’Neill, Jim Coleman, Duane Crabb

The fourth round was played on the
9th April and the winner was Justin
Watts with 24 points from Syd Crees
and Lionel Price with 20 points each.
Justin scoring 24 points enabled him
to leapfrog Rob and Jim and take out
the title.
Opening day will be held on
Saturday the 22nd April. The days
play will be a 2 person Ambrose.
Names to be in by 11.30am.
Over the Easter long weekend there
will be busy bees to do a general tidy
up of the course and to lay the new
tee boxes ready for next weeks
season opening day. Contact Matt
Jacobson or Justin Watts for what
need to be done and what times and
days.

2016 winners George Skalko, Nino Caporaso & Terry Anderson

Basketball

Basketball Results
Grand Final Results
Womens A
Sonics d Mystics
Grand Final Fairest and Best –
Nicole Newton and Brooke
Cragan

Womens B

Fairest and Best – Kristy Cooper
(Benchwarmers)
Runner Up Siobhan Hayden
(Lakers 2)

Womens B

Mens

Burra d Lakers

Fairest and Best

Grand Final Fairest and Best –

Kris Hayden (Lakers)

Lana Drakeford
Mens
Lakers d Snakes
Grand Final Fairest and Best –
Dylan Hayden

2016-17 Season
Womens A
Fairest and Best – Erin Keamy
(Mystics Pink)
Runner Up – Nicole Newton
(Sonics)

Women’s B Grand Final Winners
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Civic Bowling Club
By MARGARET JOHNSTON
The Bowling Cub held their
Closing Day on Saturday April 8th.
In near perfect weather the bowlers
played for the Battle of the Sexes
Trophy and honour. It was very
pleasing to have 5 teams of
Women and 5 teams of Men
playing, it was a very close game
with only 2 shots being the
difference in the score.
Before the commence of play, the
players welcomed Steve Spence
and his family, and as a mark of
respect, a minutes silence, was
held for our late member Harry
Spence who passed away recently
after a long illness. Harry will be
missed by all as he was a stalwart
of the club for many years.
Play commenced and the battle
was on, with much sledging and
hilarity it turned out to be a very
successful afternoon of bowls.
The Ladies would like to thank
those who helped make up their
team especially Steve (Stephance)
John (Jonine) and Sean (Shauna),
who dressed appropriately for the
game with wigs and lovely gowns.
The best of the Women’s team was

Norma Henderson, Steve Gregory,
Judy Young and Lou deLeuw with
the best Men’s team being Darren
Postans, Bill Williamson, Wayne
Wallace and Roger Drakeford.

It was pleasing to welcome Irene
Arndt, Bill and Doris Williamson
back for the day.
In the evening a sit down meal was
served by the Gems Netball Club,
and we thank them for such a
delicious meal.
The President Denis Hobson,
called on the Ladies and Men’s
Captains
to
present
the
Championship Trophies for the
season. The Men’s Singles winner
was Brian Bush and the badge was
presented to him by Irene Arndt,
the Arndt family have donated this
for many years in memory of John,
and we thank them for their
continued support. The Ladies
singles was Gail Lane who was
unable to attend.
The other
Championship
events
were
presented and the Club would once
again thank all the sponsors for
their continued support.
Denis then wished Roger and Bev
Drakeford all the best for the

future, and thanked them for many
years of support and work they had
done for the Club.
The Ladies Pennant teams had a
very successful season with the
two teams playing off in the finals
with Civic Gold being winners.
Recently the Ladies Inter Zone
Round Robin Fours were held in
Kellerberrin, with the Eastern Zone
being the winners this is the first
time they have won the Shield and
this
League
had
three

representatives in the team Debbie
Heinrich (Civic) Joan Smith
(Westonia) and Nola Forbes
(Corrigin).
There will be Bowls on Easter
Sunday afternoon with the Bowlers
playing for the Syd Crees Trophy,
names in by 1.30pm.
The Annual General Meeting will
be held on May 16th Tuesday at
7pm at the Rec Centre, hoping all
members will attend.

Bill Williamson, Roger Drakeford, Darren Postans & Wayne Wallace

