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Beyond Blue Garden Releaf Weekend

Olaf, Olivia Maloney, Matilda Carr and
face-painter Sally Thompson.

By CHESNEY MALONEY
Two dogs Home Hardware’s
Garden Releaf weekend is an
Australia wide weekend to raise
money for Beyond Blue. Beyond
Blue is a national initiative to
raise awareness of anxiety and
depression. Two dogs Home
Hardware believes this needs to
be brought to everyone’s
attention as it hits home to a lot
of people in Country WA.

Jessica Wallace and son Jake.

sizzle and dog wash, and Wayne
from Swan Agencies provided
some freebies and help for
anyone wanting questions about
their gardens.
This is the second year Two Dogs
Home Hardware has organised
our family fun weekend and
because of the support of the
community and volunteers we
were able to raise $2632 for
Beyond Blue.

Over the weekend we had a bit of
bad weather but it didn’t stop the
fun.
We had Crazy Fun
Amusement Hire with popcorn,
fairy floss, bouncy castle, balloon
animals, slushies, donuts and we
even had guest appearances from
Olaf, Stuart the Minion and
Elmo.

Olivia Maloney

Sally from Star Bright Face
Painting did an amazing job as
usual and the kids loved her.
The Thermi ladies cooked up
cupcakes, Merredin Women’s
Hockey Club provided a sausage

Anthony Tilli, Lloyd Maloney and Mark
Maloney .

Jasmin Cockram, Naedine Cockram and Tarlisha O’Donnell from Crazy Fun Amusements

Real Estate
For all your Merchandise

For all your Insurance needs

Your Friendly Real Estate

/ Livestock

Contact

Specialist Will Morris (Mr. Sold.)

& Banking needs.

Matt Morris, James Morris, Nicole
Irving and Makeisha Hunter.

Contact

Contact
08 9041 6500

Phone: 08 9041 6500

Elders Merredin. 116 Barrack Street East, Merredin, WA, 6415.

08 9041 6510
0448 415 537

Ph: 08 9041 6500

Fx: 08 9041 6555
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Community
Calendar
Saturday 23rd April Merredin Bat Night
starting 3pm Call Leigh 9670 3436
Sunday 24th April Merredin Markets, Visitors
Centre Lawn, from 9am. Contact Merredin
CRC on 9041 1041.
Monday 25th April ANZAC DAY EVENTS



Dawn Service departs Post Office for
the cenotaph at 5.45am, followed by
breakfast at the Cummins Theatre.



Morning Service departs Post Office for
the Cummins Theatre at 10.30am,
followed by morning tea.



“Let Us Entertain You” variety show at
the Cummins Theatre at 2pm, followed
by afternoon tea.

Regular Events
0—4 Amity Health Playgroup
Playgroup for 0—4 year olds. Contact Emma
Fitzsimons on 9041 0962 or
efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au
Bootscooting
Monday nights, 7.30pm until 9.30pm at the
Masonic Lodge in Coronation St. First night is
free. Beginners to advanced. Come along and
have some fun. Call Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or
see Sue at the Chemist or Lyn at the Post
Office.
Camera Club
Meeting usually 3rd Wednesday of the month,
at Merredin Playgroup, opposite the pool.
photos due in 10 days prior (Sunday evening)
Daina - dainasutherland@bigpond.com
Merredin Community Singers
All levels welcome. Monday nights 7.00pm at
the Senior’s Centre.
Merredin Museum & Historical
Society
Meets first Wednesday each month, 5.00pm at
Railway Museum. All Welcome.
Merredin Senior Men’s Den
Get-together for Senior Men. Tuesdays,
9.00am—noon, Tennis Club rooms, MRC&LC.
Pool, darts, bowls, table tennis, etc and morning
tea. Contact Trevor on 9041 4313.
Playgroup
Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 during the
school term at Throssel Road, opposite the
pool. Contact Daina on 0409 089 252.
Tales of Times Past
All welcome to tell their stories or just listen.
Mondays 10.00am and the Senior’s Centre.
Free morning tea.
Tai Chi
Thursdays 2.00—3.00pm, 110 Barrack Street.
Contact Kirsty 9041 1041.
Tribal Belly Dancing
Fun and fitness for all ages and levels of
experience. Mondays 5.30—7.00pm, 110
Barrack Street. Contact Kirsty 90411041.

Church
Services
To submit
an article or
photos,
email
administration@merredincrc.com

MERREDIN COMMUNITY
& REGIONAL NEWS
Fortnightly
110 Barrack Street, Merredin
Ph: 9041 1041 Fax: 9041 1042
Deadlines
(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE)
Advertising: Booking 5pm Thursday
Copy finalised 11am Friday
Classifieds: 10am Monday
Articles: 5pm Wednesday
Contacts:
Content—Kirsty Rochford 9041 1041
administration@merredincrc.com
Advertising— Corey Tucker 9041 1041
marketing@merredincrc.com
Upcoming Editions
29th April
13th & 27th May
10th & 24th June
Available as an online subscription,
www.merredincrc.com

All Saints Anglican Church
Corner of Haig Road & South Avenue, 9am
Sunday Worship (except 4th Sunday), 4th
Sunday 11am Eucharist, Rev Brett Guthrie
Su Riley paradmin@westnet.com.au
Roman Catholic Church
South Avenue, 6.30pm Saturday, 11am
Sunday, Father Zygmunt Smigowski
Ph 9041 1118
Church of Christ
Throssell Road, 10am Sunday Worship and
Sunday School Ph 0408 484 711
Seventh Day Adventist Church
Kitchener Road, 11am Saturday Family
Worship, 9.30am Saturday Bible Study
Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 3056
People’s Baptist Church
Kellerberrin, 10am Sunday Worship
Ph 0435 284 796
Revolution Youth
Church of Christ, Throssell Road
Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms)
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167
Merredin Churches Fraternal
PO Box 463, Merredin,
Malcolm Clark 9041 5215
Merredin United in Prayer
Cornerstone Christian Bookshop
7pm last Thursday of the Month
Uniting Church
Fifth Street, 9am Sunday Service
Ph 0457 329 850
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Gopher it—Margaret Did and She Won
By WANDA ASH
What’s got four wheels and is covered in
flowers?
No, it’s not a hippy bus on the way to
Woodstock.
It was, in fact, Margaret Dalton’s winning
entry in Cliff Haines Tyres & More’s
“Decorate Your Shoprider Contest’ run in
conjunction with the Merredin Community
Show.
Margaret, of Merredin, caught the attention of
the big crowd watching the Float Parade
through the centre of town with her shoprider
covered in knitted and crocheted flowers.
For her creative efforts, Margaret won a $50
Shop Local voucher and a Deluxe Storage
Cover for her Shoprider valued at $90.
All entrants decorated their shopriders in the
orange, blue and white colours of Tyres &
More and were part of the Cliff Haines Tyres
& More contingent.

“Our company has a strong passion and
commitment to supporting community events
throughout the district such as the Merredin
Community Show and we will continue to do
so.
“We feel we should give to the people who
have always supported us”.
“We take great pride in the products we sell—
including our large range of tyres, batteries,
pushbike tyres and tubes, wheelie walkers and,
of course, shopriders.”
We would encourage more local businesses to
support such an auspicious occasions such as
the Merredin Community Show”.
“And, as a bonus, we’d love you to drop in for
a coffee and we’ll do a free tyre check”.
Next year, we are looking at running a Tyre
Art competition utilising old tyres….So get
your creative thinking caps on and start
planning.

It was wonderful to see people get on-board
and in the spirit of the day.
“Everyone enjoyed being part of the contest
and the parade; it was great fun,”
Cliff Haines Tyres & More also had a Free
Competition giving away a set of Yokohama
tyres up to the value of $600….a huge
congratulations goes to Tim Inglis with the
winning entry!!
Cliff Haines Tyres & More stall at the 2016 Merredin Show

Winner Margaret Dalton

Miami Pie and 600ml Coke offer valid until 31st May 2015 at Puma Roadhouse Merredin ONLY. Not available with any other offer.
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My Thoughts

By KEVIN TENGVALL
Why is it that so many scammers
are from foreign countries or at
the very least their first language
isn’t Australian, so they are quite
susceptible to a bit of good old
leg pulling.
Having fun with internet
scammers is not something I
would have thought of doing, so
you can imagine my surprise
when I heard this from the wife
as she answered the home phone
on the weekend.
The one sided conversation went
something like this like this,
“Hello!”
“Who are you? From where?
Oh! I see you’re worried about
my computer, what’s wrong with
my computer? Oh no it’s hurt,
oh it has a virus, is it sick?”
“Can you see my computer?
How do you know it is sick?
How can you see it? No No I
don’t understand how you can
see it, can you see me?.... Oh I
haven’t done my hair oh this is
terrible.”
“Is my computer on? Yes I can
see my husbands Facebook
page.” You want me to what?
Oh. no I don’t think I can do
that? My husband wouldn’t like
me messing with his computer.”
“You think my husband won’t
mind?
Do you know my
husband? So how do you know
he won’t mind? Oh you think
he’ll be pleased I have fixed it.”
Is it broken? It looks ok to me,
there are no bits falling off, not
like when I pranged his car, sniff
sniff!”
“you want me to turn his Face
off? Oh silly me you want me to
turn his facebook off, Oh I don’t
think I can do that? Oh! Reduce
it, right (pause) erm reduce it to
what? Oh you mean minimise it,
where? To the bottom of the
screen. I don’t know how to do
that. You’ll help me, are you
coming over? My husband

definitely won’t like that. OH!
You’ll tell me what to do on the
phone, Ok I guess that will be
OK?”
“Yes I am sitting in front of the
computer; can I see the button
that says ctrl? What does ctrl
mean? Oh control of course, silly
me. You want me to press that
and the button with the little flag
on it. Yes I’ve done that, Control,
(pause, flaggy thing) yep done
that, oh you want me to press
them together, what will that
do?” it will give you my address,
but if you can see me, you know
where I live, Oh where my
computer lives. Haha don’t be
silly it lives here with us”
“Ah right it has it’s own internet
address, well it hasn’t shown me
that, You want to speak to my
husband? Yes he’s the main user,
where is he? (My daughter her
boyfriend and I were at this stage
doubled up with laughter) Oh
he’s out, when will he be back?
Oh I don’t know he might be
gone for ages.”
“You want to ring back later?
OH 8:00 will be good (we were
going out at 7:00) Yes I will tell
him you called thank you for
being so worried about my
computer.”
The wife put the phone down and
cracked up, how she kept a
straight face throughout all that
amazes me.
And that I thought was that, but
Oh no, an hour or so later the
phone rang, it was the same
foreign voice asking to speak to
the main computer user.
“Guten Tag” I responded, he
hung up.

Kevin Tengvall

Do you have something to say?
Send a “Letter to the Editor” at
administration@merredincrc.com

Caroline Blakers was found
guilty of exceeding 0.08g of
alcohol per 100ml of blood
was fined $550, ordered to pay
court costs of $169.10 and had
her licence suspended for 7
months.
Justin Erceg was found guilty
of breach of Police Order,
fined $150 and ordered to pay
costs of $88.50, found guilty
of
possessed
drug
paraphernalia in or on which
there was a prohibited drug or
plant and fined $350, of being
armed or pretending to be
armed in a way that may cause
fear and received an 8 month
imprisonment order suspended
for 15 months and ordered to
pay costs of $169.10, and was
found guilty of breach of
police order, fined $400 and
ordered to pay costs of $88.50.
Naomi Garlett was found
guilty of disorderly behaviour
in public, fined $400 and
ordered to pay costs of
$169.10.
Rowan Garlett was convicted
of no authority to drive (fines
suspended), fined $200 and
ordered to pay costs of
$169.10.
Johannes Geels was convicted
of exceeding 0.08g of alcohol
per 100ml of blood, had his
licence suspended for 7
months, fined $550 and
ordered to pay costs of
$169.10.
Travis George was convicted
of exceeding 0.08g of alcohol
per 100ml of blood , had his
licence suspended for 7
months, fined $550 and
ordered to pay costs of
$169.10.
Kristel Harris was convicted of
possessing a prohibited drug
(cannabis), fined $250 and
ordered to pay court costs of
$169.10.
Kane
Henderson
was
convicted of no authority to
drive—suspended (other than
fines suspension), had his
licence suspended for 9
months, fined $400 and
ordered to pay costs of
$169.10
Davidson Hnatyszyn was
convicted of holder of learners
permit subject to conditions;
drove motor vehicle otherwise
in conformity with the

Court Report
conditions of the licence, fined
$250 and ordered to pay costs of
$169.10.
Aydin King was found guilty of
exceeding 0.08g alcohol per
100ml of blood, had his licence
suspended for 18 months, fined
$1600 and ordered to pay costs
of $88.50, found guilty of no
authority to drive—cancelled
and fined $1000, and found
guilty of damaging property,
fined $2500 and ordered to pay
compensation of $1041.80.
Daniel Moroney was convicted
of exceeding 0.08g of alcohol
per 100ml of blood, fined $550,
ordered to pay costs of $169.10
and had his licence suspended
for 7 months.
Tarmara Morrison was found
guilty of without lawful excuse
trespassed on a place, fined
$400 and ordered to pay costs of
$88.50 and found guilty of
damaging property and fined
$250.
Warren M’Stoker was convicted
of exceeding 0.08g of alcohol
per 100ml of blood, fined $500,
ordered to pay costs of $169.10
and had his licence suspended
for 6 months.
Noel Partridge was found guilty
of did drive (or attempt to drive)
a motor vehicle on a public road
with a blood alcohol content,
fined $250 and ordered to pay
costs of $169.10.
Kim Wall was found guilty of
criminal damage or destruction
of property, fined $400, ordered
to pay costs of $88.50 and
ordered to pay compensation of
$5104.55, found guilty of
breach of protective bail
conditions, fined $300 and
ordered to pay costs of $88.50
and found guilty of breach of
bail undertaking, fined $150 and
ordered to pay costs of $203.50.
Shannon Wilkins was convicted
of using an unlicenced vehicle
on a road, fined $150, ordered
to pay costs of $169.10 and to
pay half annual licence fee of
$84.10, and convicted of no
authority to drive (incorrect
class) and fined $150.
Dianne Wright was found guilty
of
possessing
drug
paraphernalia in or on which
there was a prohibited drug or
plant, fined $250 and ordered to
pay costs of $169.10 and found
guilty of possessing a prohibited
drug (cannabis) and fined $250.
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Smile Day!
By HAYLEY WEBB
The Commonwealth Bank
are once again partnering
with the Clown Doctors in
support of their major
fundraiser,
Smile
Day!
The Humour
Foundation’s
Clown
Doctors
bring
fun,
laughter and humour into
the wards of children’s
hospitals around Australia
to help make hospital stays
less distressing for more
than 180,000 sick kids and
their families each year.
Smile Day will run for the
month of April, Last year
we raised over $1000 for
the branch and we want to
beat it this year so please
dig deep and you could go
in the chance to win $100
or a beautiful hamper.
Come
into
the
Commonwealth Bank each
Friday when they are
dressed as clown’s, have a
Bank girls:
giggle, grab a free balloon
Janelle Chandler, Riki Greaves, Elmo and
for the kids and support a
Hayley Webb. beautiful fundraiser.
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Optimism about Future of Degree at Muresk
By LINDSAY McNEILL
University life is off to a flying
start for the students in this year’s
record breaking intake of first
years, raising optimism for the
future of the agribusiness degree
at Muresk Institute.
This is the first year all three year
levels of the Charles Sturt
University
Bachelor
of
Agricultural
Business
Management have been taught
since it was established at Muresk
in 2014. Popularity of the degree
with its focus on agricultural
business management has seen
this year’s first year intake double
overall enrolments.
Two buses took the new intake on
an excursion to learn about grain
quality at CBH in Forrestfield and
wagyu beef at the C Y O’Connor
Research Foundation at Piara
Waters. A camp that followed
was part of orientation activities
where team building and an
introduction to learning styles
helped prepare the students for
study at university.
Speaking at a conference at
Muresk in January, the Minister
for Regional Development, Terry
Redman MLA, said it was the
government's belief in the need
for an agriculture degree in rural
WA and a shortage of skilled
workers at all levels of the
industry that led to its investment
at Muresk.
Head of the
Agribusiness at

School
Muresk,

of
Dr

Christine Storer, said the
inaugural intake of students will
graduate at the end of this year
and a number had already
established close relationships
with businesses keen to employ
them. “Most have completed
industry
experience
with
agriculture related businesses
during the summer break. “Nick
Hardie from Falcon was selected
from 1,400 applicants for an
internship in rural finance with
the Commonwealth Bank,” she
said.
“Others including Emily Miller
from Beverley worked with
Kalyx Australia in agronomic
research while Brianna Hindle
(Ballidu) was involved in rural
merchandising
with
Elders.
“Brooke Pugh (Wagin) worked
with Allstock (WA) at Narrogin
on artificial insemination of
sheep; Kateland Jury (Morawa)
was involved in the manufacture
of agricultural chemicals with
4Farmers while David Storer
(Meckering) and Amy Corsini
(Merredin) gained experience in
rural banking with Rabobank at
Narrogin and Merredin,” Dr
Storer said.
“Dean of Science at Charles Sturt
University, Tim Wess, will be in
WA in May for the annual
awards
dinner
to honour
students’ achievements and to
present
industry
sponsored
scholarships to students across all
three years. “Businesses have
provided scholarships worth
$76,000 to support students with
their studies, Dr Storer said.

Monday 18th & Tuesday 19th April
Merredin College
10am—2pm

First year students in the CSU Bachelor of Agricultural Business Management during a
visit to the CBH Metro Grain Centre. They are from rural areas across the south west of
WA extending from Geraldton to Albany and including Dalwallinu, Doodlakine,
Quairading, York, Northam, Pingelly, Corrigin, Lake Grace, Narrogin, Woodanilling,
Kojonup, Perillup, Boddington, Moora, Australind, Dardanup as well as the metropolitan
area. Among them are Angela Ryan from Doodlakine and Jordan Mills from Corrigin.
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A Night with Bob & Neil
By LISA FISCHER
For those lucky enough to grow up in the era
of Bob Dylan and Neil Young, all you had to
do was close your eyes and you were instantly
transported back in time.
What struck me was the authenticity and
respect they showed to the legend of both
Dylan and Young. John Haslwell as Bob
Dylan and Stuart Bay as Neil Young were
joined by acoustic bassist, Quinton Dunne.
Quinton has also been here with the Beggars
many years ago.
Together they played timeless masterpieces,
"Mr Tambourine Man", to the iconic "Heart of
Gold". They delivered the essence of the
musical genius that inspired and rocked the

free world for 5 decades. Through generations
of war, insecurity, drugs, freedom, and
changes never seen in the history of the world.
This music spoke to people at a soul level,
protests and politics, communism and agitators
the music connected all those fighting for their
rights and what they believed in. Both Dylan
and Neil Young have many, many songs
relating to a time in history we will never
witness again but will live on through their
music.
The crowd of approximately 45 took a while
to warm up, but it wasn't long before people
were singing along to their favourites. That is
when the fun started as the show drew to a
close. The audience was far from ready to go
home, foot stomping, clapping, and the cry for
more encouraged the trio to perform two
encores. The second time out they said " you

Social Pages
are a persistent lot ".
Chatting later with Aussie Bob ( Dylan ) he
realised there was not hundreds of us and that
a small, enthusiastic group can make a big
impression. I'd say a good night was had by
all and we baby boomers / hippies or people
of a certain age needed to get home, gone
were the days of partying all night to the likes
of Dylan and Young.
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Achievements Cap Successful Term
By LINDSAY MCNEILL
Success in a number of state
wide events have been highlights
of term I at WA College of
Agriculture - Cunderdin in a very
busy start to the year.
On March 22 students attended
Wagin Woolorama to compete in
championships for young judges
as well as the shearing and wool
handling competitions. There
were more than 60 competitors
from Colleges around the state.
Cunderdin students finished first
in 10 different events. In Merino
judging a team comprised of
Danny Halligan (New Norcia),
Aimee Tyson (Goomalling),
Grace Davey (Wongan Hills) and
Phillip McDonald (Esperance)
came 1st and in the individual
competition
Reece
Fisher
(Meckering) was 1st and Aimee
Tyson 2nd. In wool judging,
Chloe King (Koorda) was 3rd
and Ben Liddelow (Esperance)
5th. In Poll Dorset judging,
Kaiden Johnston (Quairading)
was 2nd and Jayden Smith
(Cranbrook) 3rd. In cattle
judging, Mac Kempton (Derby)
was 2nd, Megan Stevens
(Kellerberrin) 5th and Acacia
Shannon (Yelbini) 11th.
In the novice shearing, Shannon
McLean (Wyalkatchem) came
2nd,
Kaiden
Johnston
(Quairading) 5th, Cody Eva
(Brookton)
6th,
Hayden
Wiltshire (Dowerin) 8th, Ben
Liddelow 15th and Bailey
McDonald (Kellerberrin) 16th. In
novice wool handling, Jayden
Smith was 2nd and in the under
21 shearing he was 6th. Poll
Dorset sheep from the College
entered in the 'one ram two ewe'
group were 2nd and an entry in
the progeny group also came
2nd .
Principal,

Bernard

congratulated the students for the
training they did in their own
time leading up to Woolorama
and their efforts on the day and
thanked Mr Laird and Mr Byrnes
for coaching the students
beforehand.
Also in March, eight students
competed
in
the
Albany
Agricultural
Society’s
Interschool
Beef
Industry
Challenge. During the event
students took part in information
sessions presented by beef
industry leaders and were
quizzed on what they had learned
at the end.
This year's team was Todd
Williams
(Geraldton),
Mac
Kempton,
Inaya
Stone
(Esperance),
Nicola
Pronk
(Dalwallinu), Brodie Metcalfe,
Rohan Obst (Geraldton), Bill
Schorer and Lawson Butler
(Bruce Rock). Nicola who was
tested on meat cuts came 1st;
Lawson was tested on marketing
beef and came 3rd, Bill was
tested on understanding beef
structure and placed 3rd. Mac,
Brodie and Inaya were tested on
all topics and came 1st, 2nd and
3rd respectively. Overall the
Cunderdin team came 2nd , just
20 points behind WA College of
Agriculture - Denmark and well
ahead of the other schools and
colleges that competed.

Students who represented the College in the shearing at Woolorama (L-R): Hayden
Wiltshire (Dowerin), Kaiden Johnston (Quairading) Cody Eva (Brookton), Ben Liddelow
(Esperance) Shannon McLean (Coomberdale) and McDonnell Bailey (Kellerberrin).

Meanwhile a new insulated roof
has been installed on the piggery
finisher shed and new side wall
shutters and new evaporative air
conditioners on the farrowing
shed. A new smoke oven has
been installed in the butcher
shop. On the farm, oats are being
sown to provide early feed for
cattle and sheep.

Beatty

Tales of Times Past

Young champions in the Merino judging
at Wagin Woolorama (L-R): College
principal, Bernard Beatty, Reece Fisher
(Meckering), Phillip McDonald
(Esperance), Danny Halligan (New
Norcia), Grace Davey (Wongan Hills) and
Aimee Tyson (Goomalling).

Some of the WA College of Agriculture Cunderdin team that succeeded at Wagin
Woolorama (L-R): Chloe King
(Mukinbudin), Reece Fisher (Meckering)
Phillip McDonald (Esperance), Danny
Halligan (New Norcia), Grace Davey
(Wongan Hills), Aimee Tyson
(Goomalling), Kaiden Johnston
(Quairading), Megan Stevens
(Kellerberrin) and Carla Woods from the
suburb of Tapping.

This story concerns a couple from the Merredin district who celebrated
their Sixtieth Wedding Anniversary in the past year. The wife came
from Kalgoorlie so they were married in that town. The wedding day
was very hot so much liquid was needed at the reception. The bride’s
16 year old brother was seconded as an extra drinks’ waiter. He also
was very hot and thirsty so began to help himself to drinks from his tray
(beer). When the reception was over, the young man was nowhere to
be seen. He was finally located under one of the tables—drunk and fast
asleep.
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The CRC is a community owned and managed organisation that supports volunteers, provides events, services, information (government and non-government) and
facilities for the community which include the Seniors Luncheon, Australia Day Breakfast, Merredin Markets and Pet Cemetery to name a few.

thoroughly enjoyed having Shyra
for the week of 4th – 8th April for
her Workplace Learning from
Merredin College. Shyra had a
fantastic
work
ethic
and
everything she did, which was
from customer service, database
entries, computer work and
cutting out poppies for the school
holiday activity was completed.
We know that she will be very
successful in whatever she
chooses to do in the future.
Having Workplace Learning
students is extremely rewarding
and we would recommend any
business to participate in this
program with the College.

Secretarial
Available

Shyra’s Thoughts
Working at
the Merredin
Community Resource Centre is
like having an instant group of
new friends, they accepted me
straight away. The Staff are
pleasant and welcoming people.
Deb, Corey and Kirsty are all
understanding and enjoyable to
work with. The experience I’ve
had here will surely help me with
my TAFE studies in my
Certificate 2 in Business. This
week I’ve helped fill out a list of
grants, sort out the Merredin
April Markets, answer the phone,
send out letters for the sponsors
and helpers of the show thanking
them for their help to organise
such a great show. I never knew
how much work all the staff at
Merredin CRC actually do and if
they didn’t how unorganized a lot
of things in Merredin would be.
During this week I’ve slowly
begun to understand what it
would be like to leave school and
get a full time job in an office. I
guess what I’m trying to say is
before I started this work
experience I didn’t think I would
enjoy it because it’s sitting at a
desk most of the day instead of
more practical work but after this
it has made me reconsider a lot of
things about a desk job and that I
wouldn’t actually mind doing one
when I left school. It has truly
been a great experience.
Our response Thank you to Shyra for her
comments,
the
CRC
staff

Services

Do you find it hard to secure
someone to take on the
Secretarial
role
in
your
community
or
sporting
organisation, maybe it would be
more enticing if the person didn’t
have to prepare an agenda or type
up the minutes.
The
Merredin
Community
Resource Centre (CRC) can offer
this service at a rate of $30 per
hour. The Secretary can either
handwrite the minutes or they can
be recorded and the CRC staff
would transcribe and type them.

sporting groups committing to
advertising and sending in
articles however there is still
some people, when approached
about advertising commenting
that the advertising rates are high.
It appears they are comparing
The Phoenix with community
newspapers/newsletters of the
surrounding CRCs.
This is not realistic as the
majority
of
community
newspapers produced by the
CRCs
are
printed
and/or
photocopied on A4 or A3 paper
whereas The Phoenix is full
colour, glossy and larger in size.
It is hoped that The Phoenix will
continue, but this will be
dependent on the support from
the community. So if you want
to promote your business,
specials or events please consider
advertising in the Phoenix.
We
currently
print
500+
newspapers, and all editions have
sold out and we are starting to
have a good database of online
subscriptions, which is spreading
the word further than just

Merredin.

Save the Date
Tuesday 10th May – the Merredin
Community Resource Centre
(CRC) will be hosting an event in
Neighbourhood Week (9 – 15
May) called the “Tasting Plate”.
It will offer participants a range
of different activities that people
may not have tried before. The
activities are aimed at increasing
health and wellness and will
include drumming, mandala art
and exercise/dancing. A light
healthy lunch will follow.
The event will be from 10am –
12 Noon and will cost $15 per
person.
The event is supported by

Ph: 90411041 | Fax: 90411042
110 Barrack Street,
MERREDIN, WA
email: merredin@crc.net.au

The Phoenix
The Merredin CRC has now
produced 6 editions of the
Community and Regional News –
“The Phoenix”.
We have
received very positive comments
about the content, the colour and
professional
layout
and
presentation of the newspaper,
which has been wonderful.
The CRC have committed to
doing the paper for 6 months
before making a final decision
whether to continue. The CRC
being a locally owned and
managed
not
for
profit
organisation does not have the
capacity to fund the production of
the paper. It is solely reliant on
the advertising and sale of papers
to cover the costs. We would like
to make it affordable for all
businesses to advertise, therefore
the advertising rates have been
kept to a minimum, making them
a lot cheaper than the rates of the
Merredin Wheatbelt Mercury.
The Phoenix has had a lot of
support from a number of
businesses
and
community/

Please RSVP by Monday 9th May 2016
by contacting the CRC on 9041 1041
for catering purposes
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Remembering the ANZACS
Staff,
students
and
community
members
enjoyed
the
2016
Merredin College Anzac
Commemorative services
on Friday 8th April. They
were held early as Anzac
Day falls during the school holidays this year.
Separate primary and secondary services were
run by students who spoke eloquently and
with passion about the meaning of Anzac
Day.
The secondary service was hosted by the 10.1
English and Humanities and Social Sciences
class and coordinated by their teachers Mr.
Matt Baltovich and Mrs. Rebecca Ryan.
Throughout Term 1 students had conducted
research into the experience of soldiers who
fought in the Vietnam conflict and in
particular the Battle of Long Tan. This year
marks the 50th anniversary of this battle and
the class was amazed by the courage and skill
with which the Australian soldiers fought
under perilous conditions where they were
significantly outnumbered by the Viet Cong.
Speakers from the 10.1 class included Sean
Sandercock,
Jack
Fitzsimons,
Lana
Drakeford, Courtney Garlett, Cooper Creek,
Brooke Thornton and Nicola Beck. Sonny
King, Josh Burrell, Samantha Cash and Tyla
McFarlane presented their reports on two
important men from the battle. Eli Adams,
Liana Craine, Bowden de Waal and Jessica
Cox recited the moving odes they had written
especially for the occasion. Student work was
on display at the services and will be also
available for the general public to view at the
community Anzac service on 25th April.
We were delighted to have local veterans, Mr.
Eddie Johnstone and Mr. Aubrey Tompkin
and thank them for taking the time to attend

our services. We also appreciate Mr. Mick
Hayden’s efforts in performing the ‘Welcome
to Country’, as well as other special guests
who represented the police, shire, P&C and
School Council. It was also terrific to see a
large number of parents present. Cadets,
Andrea Mattingly and Locklyn Carroll
attended to the raising and lowering of the
flags with great professionalisms. The 10.1
class did a sterling job and led a very moving
Anzac service.
At 10.15 am, following the secondary service,
the Primary Student Leaders presented the
K-6 Anzac ceremony. Ella deLacy, Jaden
Willis, Emma Irving, Brock Brinkworth,
Alannah Simmonds and Angelique Oelofse
delivered a respectful and moving service for
our invited guests including veterans, Mr.
Tompkin and Mr. Johnstone, parents, staff
and students. Our student leaders highlighted
the 50th anniversary of the battle of Long
Tan.
The students spoke with admiration about the
values of bravery, mateship, self-sacrifice,
initiative and daring, which were evident in
our ANZAC heroes as well as by all the men
and women still serving to protect our
country.
At both services, the performance by the
primary choir, led by Mrs. Caryn Adamson
was a highlight. Following the ‘Welcome to
Country’, Micah O’Neill (Year 9) joined the
choir by singing ‘I was only 19.’ It was just
beautiful. The Australian and New Zealand
National Anthems were also sung with
enthusiasm. The service was closed with an
emotional rendition of ‘A Song of Peace.’

Our veterans (Mr Tompkin and Mr Johnstone) lay a wreath

The Year 10 students and cadets who ran the service

Lest we forget.
The services were followed by a beautiful
morning tea provided by primary staff for our
guests.

Ashleigh Silver and Trent Starcevich lay a wreath

Adidas Fun Run
This will be held on Thursday 28 April
(secondary) and Friday 29 April (primary) at
the Merredin College School Oval.

Micah O’Neill and the Choir

The FUN RUN is being held to raise money
for the Merredin School Chaplaincy Program
provided by YouthCare. Students ask people
to sponsor them and depending on the amount
they raise they are able to pick a prize from
that category. All the information is in the
ADIDAS Sponsorship Booklet distributed
last term. Parents/carers are requested to
make sure that the form is completed with all
the details filled out and that students have
selected their prizes from the appropriate
prize range. Money is due back to the classroom teachers or Student Services no later
than Friday 6 May. We thank community
members for your support.
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Chris’s Corner
By CHRIS VAN DER MERWE
Chainsaw facts and figures
Did you know?
The average speed of the chain on
a chainsaw at full RPM is over
100km/hr.
The chain travels around the
guide bar over 1000 times in a
minute.
The number of cutters that travel

around the guide bar in one
minute is approx. 50,000.
Each issue I will be providing
information related to outdoor
power equipment. If you have a
question
you
would
like
answered about your lawnmower,
chainsaw, line trimmer or other
piece of equipment just email it to
chris@merredinmowers.com.au.

Childbirth Classes Available at Home
By JANE EWERS-VERGE
Pregnant
women
in
the
Wheatbelt and Great Southern
can attend childbirth and
parenting classes without leaving
home, thanks to a new series of
classes via telehealth.
WA Country Health Service
(WACHS) is launching the
initiative on Friday 15 April, and
pregnant women and their
partners will be able to
participate in the classes from
home, or at their local Health
service.
The program is coordinated by
WACHS
Maternal
Health
Project Officer at the Albany
Southern Inland Health Initiative
office, Tarryn Sharp.
“Women who have taken part in
childbirth
and
parenting
education can prepare for the
birth of their baby with more

WA Museum Visit Merredin
By DEBBIE MORRIS
On Thursday 31st March, Philippa
Rogers Exhibition Team Leader
New Museum Project at WA
Museum met with some local
community members to talk
about things that make Merredin
special which included not only
physical things, but stories.
Philippa arranged the meeting
through the Merredin Museum
and Historical Society.
The topics Philippa enquired
about were Merredin in World
War II, Eric Hind’s tyre
invention, displaced persons
(after
the
war), railways,
windfarm and flying college.
Those who attended included Jim
and Rosemary Lambert, George
Giraudo, Martin and Debbie
Morris and Greg Shea. Joe and
Gloria Banks and Christine Seath
were unable to attend, but their
details have been passed on to
Philippa.
Philippa had also arranged a
meeting with the Manager of the
Cummins Theatre which is a
cultural icon to Merredin and the
region which has a very
interesting history.

The WA Museum’s Perth Site
will be closed for 4 years over
which time the building will be
revamped
and
Museum
representatives will be collecting
and collating information and
stories about Western Australia
that will be displayed and
promoted when the Museum reopens. The other sites in
Fremantle, Kalgoorlie, Albany
and Geraldton will still be open.
If anyone has any other ideas or
suggestions for Merredin please
contact Philippa on 0421992988
or Debbie Morris, President of
the Merredin Museum and
Historical
Society
on

Philippa Rogers

knowledge, which leads to more
confident parenting,” she said.
“Frequent travel can be tiring and
expensive for pregnant mums and
families, and a lot of women
living in rural areas cannot access
classes.”
The course will be facilitated by
experienced WA country health
midwives and child health nurses
from across the Great Southern
and Wheatbelt.
The hour-long classes will run on
Friday afternoons and topics will
include signs of labour, pain relief
and
medical
intervention,
breastfeeding and early parenting.
The new telehealth service is
funded by Royalties for Regions
through the Southern Inland
Health Initiative.
To book call Tarryn Sharp on
9842 7546 or visit the Facebook
page Facebook/BabyBumpsWA.
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Year 5 Assembly
Project Compassion Fundraising
Project Compassion is Caritas Australia’s
annual fundraising and awareness-raising
appeal, bringing thousands of Australians
together in solidarity with the world's poor to
help end poverty, promote justice and uphold
dignity.
St Mary’s School has had a variety of
fundraisers to raise money for this worthy
cause.
Cupcake Stall $176.80
Free Dress Day $186.50
Arcade Games $237.50
School Disco – to be finalised
Money Boxes- over $300
Thank you to all who supported the
fundraisers and a big thank you to the RE
Ministry for co-ordinating these fundraisers.
We raised over $ 1000 for Project
Compassion. Top effort!

Well done to the Year 5 class on their
Assembly held on the 7th April.
The play was an adaptation of student
Gabrielle McCormack’s story about feelings
and emotions. The story was written at school,
and is such a feel good story about how Love
brings Peace and Happiness to the world. The
story was then turned into a play script, and
acted out in front of the whole school.

Making Poppies at the CRC
By KIRSTY ROCHFORD
During the First World War, red
poppies were among the first
plants to spring up in the
devastated
battlefields
of
northern France and Belgium. In
soldiers' folklore, the vivid red of
the poppy came from the blood of
their comrades soaking the
ground. Now we recognise the
poppy as the flower of
remembrance for ANZAC day.
Some local children, along with
assistance from Jenny Doncon

Merredin CRC is an agent of DVA and can
provide information and assistance.

helped Naedine Cockram to make
poppies at the CRC to include
with the ones that were made last
year as part of the Shire of
Merredin Field of Poppies Project
which will be a feature for this
years ANZAC Day. These hardworking kids made a total of 265
Poppies out of plastic bottles.
Another poppy making day will
be held on Monday 18th April at
10am. So come down to the CRC
and make some poppies.
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Bloodletting, Cannibal Cures and a Wandering Womb
Information
History.com

modified

from

In todays ‘day-and-age’ where a
pill can be taken for almost
anything that ails you, I thought it
would be interesting to see what
my fellow ‘healers’ were doing
back in the day. Here’s a few:
Bloodletting
For thousands of years, medical
practitioners clung to the belief
that sickness was merely the result
of
a
little
“bad
blood.”
Bloodletting became common
practice in the time of classical
Greece and Rome. It was believed
that the human body was filled
with four ‘humors’ which had to
be kept in balance for good health,
Therefore, patients with a fever or
other
ailment
were
often
diagnosed with an overabundance
of blood. To restore bodily
harmony, their doctor would
simply cut open a vein and drain
some of their vital fluids into a
receptacle. In some cases, leeches
were even used to suck the blood
directly from the skin.
Medieval doctors prescribed blood
draining as a treatment for
everything from a sore throat to
the plague, and some barbers
listed it as a service along with
haircuts and shaves.
Trepanation
Humanity’s oldest form of surgery
is also one of its most gruesome.
As far back as 7,000 years ago,
civilizations around the world
engaged
in
trepanation—the
practice of boring holes in the
skull as a means of curing
illnesses. It was used to release
evil spirits believed to possess the

sick and mentally ill, as well as
more conventional surgery used to
treat
epilepsy,
headaches,
abscesses and blood clots.
Trepanned skulls found in Peru
hint that it was also a common
emergency treatment for cleaning
out bone fragments left behind by
skull fractures, and evidence
shows that many of the patients
survived the surgery.
Mercury
Mercury is notorious for its toxic
properties, but it was once used as
a common elixir and topical
medicine. Some healers even
promised that by consuming
noxious
brews
containing
poisonous mercury, sulfur and
arsenic, their patients would gain
eternal life and the ability to walk
on water.
From the Renaissance until the
early 20th century, Mercury was
also used as a popular medicine
for sexually transmitted diseases
like syphilis. While some accounts
claimed the heavy metal treatment
was successful in fighting off the
infection, patients often died from
liver and kidney damage caused
by mercury poisoning.
Animal Dung Ointments
The ancient Egyptians had a
remarkably
well-organized
medical system, complete with
doctors who specialized in healing
specific ailments. Nevertheless,
the cures they prescribed weren’t
always up to snuff. Lizard blood,
dead mice, mud and mouldy bread
were all used as topical ointments
and dressings, and women were
sometimes dosed with horse saliva
as a cure for an impaired libido.

Most disgusting of all, Egyptian
physicians used human and animal
excrement as a cure-all remedy for
diseases and injuries. According to
1500 B.C.’s Ebers Papyrus,
donkey, dog, gazelle and fly dung
were all celebrated for their
healing properties and their ability
to ward off bad spirits. While
these repugnant remedies may
have occasionally led to tetanus
and other infections, they probably
weren’t entirely ineffective—
research shows the microflora
found in some types of animal
dung contain antibiotic substances.
Cannibal Cures
Suffering
from
persistent
headaches, muscle cramps or
stomach ulcers? Once upon a time,
your local physician may have
prescribed an elixir containing
human flesh, blood or bone. Socalled “corpse medicine” was a
disturbingly common practice for
hundreds
of
years.
These
cannibalistic medicines were
thought
to
have
magical
properties. By consuming the
remains of a deceased person, the
patient also ingested part of their
spirit, leading to increased vitality
and wellbeing. The type of cure
prescribed usually corresponded to
the type of ailment—skull was
used for migraines, and human fat
for muscle aches—but getting
fresh stock could be a gruesome
process. In some cases, the sickly
would even attend executions in
the hope of getting a cheap cup of
the freshly killed person’s blood.
Wandering Womb
Ancient Greek doctors believed
that a woman’s womb was a
separate creature with a mind of

its own. According to the writings
of Plato and Hippocrates, when a
woman was celibate for an
extended time, her uterus—
described as a “living animal”
eager to bear children—could
dislodge and glide freely about her
body causing suffocation, seizures
and hysteria. To prevent their
wombs from going on walkabout,
ancient women would
marry
young and bear as many children
as possible. For a womb that had
already broken free, doctors
prescribed
therapeutic
baths,
infusions and physical massages to
try to force it back in position.
They might even “fumigate” the
patient’s head with sulfur and
pitch
while
simultaneously
rubbing pleasant-smelling lotions
between her thighs —the logic
being that the womb would flee
from the bad smells and move
back into its rightful place.
Babylonian Skull Cure
For the ancient Babylonians, most
illnesses were thought to be the
result of demonic forces or
punishment by the gods for past
misdeeds. Doctors often had more
in common with priests and
exorcists than modern physicians,
and their cures usually involved
some component of magic. For
example, if a patient ground their
teeth, the healer might suspect that
the ghost of a deceased family
member was trying to contact
them as they slept. According to
ancient necromantic texts, the
doctor would recommend sleeping
by a human skull for a week as a
way of exorcising the spirit. To
ensure this disturbing treatment
worked, the tooth-grinder was also
instructed to kiss and lick the skull
seven times each night.
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Last Chance to Register for WA ChemClear Collection
From MICHELLE MARKS
With the booking line for the West
Australian collection closing on 22
April 2016, now is the perfect
time to register your obsolete
agvet chemicals.
Over 7,000 litres of obsolete
chemical has already been
registered by waste holders in the
state, including farmers, rural
businesses and golf courses.
“Registrations for this year’s
collection are growing with the
booking line busy with chemical
users keen to utilise our service,”
said National Program Manager
Lisa Nixon.
“I urge everyone to check their
sheds and storages and be
proactive in registering unwanted
chemicals for safe collection and
disposal.”
ChemClear sends information to
waste holders after they have
registered, enabling them to
segregate and continue to store
their surplus chemicals in their
storages securely until the planned
run commences in June.
The program collects APVMA
currently registered chemicals
produced by 121 manufacturers
supporting the Industry Waste
Reduction Scheme. Chemicals
classified as Group 1 are collected
free of charge.

As
an
additional
service,
ChemClear collects what is
classified as Group 2 chemicals.
This category covers deregistered,
out-of-date, mixed, unlabelled or
unknown
agvet
chemicals
produced by a manufacturer not
signed
to
the
ChemClear
stewardship program.
There is a cost for disposal of
Group 2 chemicals which is
quoted to the waste holder once
their registration has been
processed.
Farmsafe WA Alliance Project
Director Maree Gooch encourages
all chemical users to participate in
the program.
“Jump on board and register – the
booking line is open until 22
April, which is often a key trigger
date for grain growing farmers to
begin seeding. Don’t leave it to
the last minute.”
She also added, “We hear horror
stories about people burying
chemicals if they are out-of-date
as they don’t want to be penalised.
Programs such as ChemClear only
visit every few years – the last
collection was in 2012 – so it is
important to access support when
it’s being offered.”
To date, ChemClear has retrieved
and disposed of over 61,640 litres
of chemical from three state and

three regional collections in
Western Australia. Nationally,
ChemClear has collected a
milestone 523,000 litres.
98% of chemicals collected by
ChemClear are used as an
alternative fuel source in the
manufacturing of cement. Most of
the material is destroyed in kilns
which reach temperatures in

excess of 1,800°C.
To register for the WA June
collection, please take an
inventory of your product and
call 1800 008 182 or visit
www.chemclear.com.au. It is
recommended
that
waste
holders do this as soon as
possible as registrations close on
22 April 2016.
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Trading Post

CABINET MAKING

EARTH MOVING

PLASTERING

CARPENTRY

ELECTRICIAN

PLUMBING

CLEANER

GLASS SERVICES

EARTH MOVING

PEST CONTROL

ROOFING
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HOBBY FARMERS DREAM
RENTAL $320 P/W

Personal

Hi, my name is Dianne Sherwood. Well I answered an ad in West Australian for a Cook at Merredin
Tavern and after working for them for eight weeks decided to settle here. I’ve worked for BP
Merredin for going on five years and LOVE IT! Both parents and grandparents were born here, and
have so far found one other relative, Leah Cooper who is married to John Tuppin.
I was born in Subiaco Perth W.A, and grew up in the south-west. I married a local boy, Barry
Gibellini (no baggage just didn’t work for both of us) and have three children – Jason, Kylie (who
lives in Perth) and Shane who lives in Geraldton and all are normal. I am mentally and physically fit
- no past, present illnesses nor criminal convictions. For all misinformed people – neither I nor
any member of my family are affiliated with bikies (however, I do enjoy riding my push bike) Non
sex worker ,no drugs and have never been known by any other name than Dianne (not
Christine ,Debbie or Karen).
Looking to make friends and find a male companion 50 – 65 age group to share the rest of our lives
with (can’t have a dog at my unit BUGGER). I may not be wealthy but I do have a caring heart. I

MERREDIN COMMUNITY & REGIONAL NEWS Friday, April 15th, 2016

21

CLASSIFIEDS
For Sale (Under $500)

Public Notices

Advertising for non-business items under
$500 is FREE

Computer monitors $10 each, keyboard and mouse
set $10 each, Sunbeam Café Series Coffee Machine
$80. Call the CRC on 9041 1041.

FREE ADVERTISING!!

Hens Free range Laying $10 each, 10 for $80 or 20
for $140. Delivery Friday May 6th Merredin. Hines
Hill 9844 3485. Blechyndens.

Have you got something to sell? If it’s
under $500 and you are not a business,
you can advertise in the classifieds for
FREE! So get rid of your unwanted items
and make some cash.

Shearing Hand Piece with 20 cutters and 10 combs.
$100. Call Norm on 0458 441 763.

For Sale (Over $500)
Caravan 20ft Franklin, front kitchen, full sized stove,
new electric fridge, queen bed plus one single, café
style dining, tandem axle licence, old but lovely.
$16,000 Call Norm on 0458 441 763.

Personal
Young Guy (70) like to meet lady 60’s with view to
dining out, tripping to the city and such like. Must
have mansion, limousine and yacht on river. LOL ring
or text 0417 180 066.

Positions Vacant
The Merredin Netball Association is seeking
expressions of interest to fill the position of our
Canteen Co-ordinator for the 2016 season (May Sept). The Coordinator is required to undertake
approximately 7 hours work per week, with a majority
of these hours to be undertaken on a Saturday at the
MRC&LC. With being paid $150 a week.
To seek further information contact 0428415594 or
submit your Expression of interest to PO Box 240,
Merredin
WA
6415
or
email merredinnetball@hotmail.com by the 22nd April
2016.

Positions Vacant
Hockey Coaching Positions of Grade A, B and Vets
coaches are yet to be assigned for the 2016
Women’s Country Week.
These positions require attendance for 2 training
sessions on Sunday mornings 10.00am -12.00pm, on
the Kellerberrin Hockey Field, May 29th and June 12th
and one scratch match on June 19th on the Merredin
turf. Concluding with the weekend of the carnival
Friday 24th June to Sunday 26th June.
Coaches are to stay with the team over the carnival
weekend in accommodation at Quest Arlington, South
Perth.
Each team will be assigned a Manageress to assist the
coach and team with all other needs.
Grading of teams will be assigned by selectors with the
assistance of the coaches, during the first and second
trainings.
For more information, please contact the Association
President Amanda Swarts on 0428002579.
All applications to be in writing to the email address
below by the 23rd April 2016.
Recommendations also welcomed.

Wanted to Buy
Cash paid FJ Panel Van or similar running or not,
wanted for restoration. Phone Barry on 0468518528.
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Merredin $15 000 Triples Event

Civic Bowling Club

By PETER GERRAND

By MARGARET JOHNSTON
Recently the lady bowlers held their
consistency singles, this event had been
postponed from an earlier date. There was
some very good bowling witnessed and close
scores. After four games, the eventual winner
was Wendy Postans who had a real tussle with
Beth Gearing who finished Runner Up.

Merredin Bowling Club is again hosting one
of Australia's richest open triples events
which will be held over the ANZAC Day
weekend on 23rd and 24th April.
This will be the 10th year the event has been
held and entries are flooding in highlighting
the fact that this event is now one of the most
popular and prestigious events on the WA
Bowls Calender.
This event gives the Wheatbelt Community in
general and the bowling community in
particular, the opportunity to experience and
participate in a bowls tournament involving
State and Australian ranked players.
With 105 players and their support groups,
we estimate that last year’s tournament
injected around $50 000 into the local
economy.
John Nicolletti's AIM group has been the
major sponsor of the event since its inception.
John has been very supportive of the event
and the concept of bringing elite sport to
Merredin. The other Major sponsor has been
the Liberty Oil Group with a host of minor

sponsors from local business without their
support the event could not go on.
This year's event will feature some of the
State's elite women bowlers including
Shenyade Heldt who recently returned from
the Australian Sides Championships in
Queanbeyan after winning the Beryl Godfrey
award as best player for the women’s team.
Many of the local players are excited at the
chance to play against top ranked opponents as
there are not too many sports around that give
club players the opportunity to play against
State and Nationally ranked players - it's like a
club tennis player having a hit against Lleyton
Hewitt or Sam Stosur. In bowls however,
there is always a chance that an upset can
occur.
The Club is renowned for its hospitality during
the event with all meals provided plus extra
events including 'corner to corner' and a minicarnival on the Sunday for teams that have
been eliminated during sectional play.
Merredin Club invite members of the public to
come down and watch the games which begin
at 9.00am on Saturday Morning.

The 2015-16 Season is rapidly coming to a
close with the closing date being Sunday April
24th. The format being Battle of the Sexes
then it will be a windup dinner and trophy
presentation. This year payment of the dinner
will have to be paid for before the night, direct
to the bank or Treasurer Roger Drakeford.
On Sunday April 17th Championship Mixed
Pairs own Partners. Names on the board or
contact Captain Steve Gregory.
Winter Scroungers will commence at a later
date.
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Lawn Tennis Club Open Day
By MEG GETHIN
Over 60 players braved the heat to attend the
2016 Merredin District Lawn Tennis Club
Open Day proudly sponsored by Wheatbelt
Country Supplies.
While there were the usual pairings there were
also some exciting new combos vying for
tennis glory. The winners of each grade were
as follows:
Mens Blue Winners: Todd Clemesha & Scott
Stirrat
Mens Blue R/Up:
Hooper

Brian Cusack & Ken

Womens Red Winners:
Sonya McCormack

Melissa Davis &

Womens Red R/Up: Tenielle Hooper &
Shirley Johnston
Mens Black Winners: Mick Caughey & Ian
Sutherland
Mens Black R/Up: Rob Broomhall & Stephen
Crook

Womens Purple Winners:
Jessie Dixon

Meg Gethin &

Womens Purple R/Up:
Mary Rogerson

Alyce Rogerson &

Mens Green Winners:
Pearce

Kim Lane & Jamie

Mens Green R/Up:
Pontifex

Dave Last & Luke

Districts would like to thank its major sponsor
Wheatbelt Country Supplies for their generous
trophy donations and for owner Keith Perry
being available on the day to hand out
trophies. Other sponsors included: RSM Bird
Cameron, Hutton & Northey Sales, Elders,
CBH, Agvise, Landmark, Merredin Meats, IC
Frith, Summit Fertliser, CSBP, Supa IGA,
Subway, NEKA, Melinda Carr- Thermomix,
Northside Tavern, Mia Davies MLA, Nextra
Newsagency, AIM, Byfields, Wheatbelt Tech
n Toys, Marleys, Melissa Price MP, Transplus
and Yorkrakine Farm Supplies. Events like
this are not possible without their generous
support.

Melissa Davis

Winners Sonya McCormack & Melissa Davis with sponsor
Keith Perry

Winners Todd Clemesha & Scott Stirrat

Seniors Games 2016
By SANDY FLEAY
This year’s games were held in Southern
Cross with around 150 seniors attending. The
teams were: Lake Grace Larrikins, Kulin Kats,
Tammin Tornadoes, Hopetoun Sea Dragons,
Corrigin Kelpies and Merredin Merinos.
Games involved were, Golf, Shuffle Board,
Basketball and Bean Bag Volleyball.
Winners being—First: Corrigin Kelpies,
Second:
Hopetoun
Sea
Dragons,
Third: Merredin Merinos
This was mine and my husband’s first year

Winners Mick Caughey & Ian Sutherland

after being asked to fill in but now we have
been initiated. We encourage any other seniors
to take part.
Merredin Merinos this year consisted of:
Janice Whisson, Peter and Audene McCrae,
Jim and Rosemary Lambert, Fay Kenward,
Dot Robinson, Vera Bevis, Neville and Cathy
Jolly, Daphne Pears, Lilian Armstrong, Babs
Ricci, Margaret Krone, Lance and Sandy
Fleay.
The whole time was really fun starting with
our bus ride to Southern Cross with bus driver
Peter McCrae and entertainment by Fay
Kenward and Dot Robinson. We settled into
our area at the Rec Centre and once the games
started the time flew by.
During the day the Southern Cross Primary
student’s choir entertained. The High school
students did an excellent job setting things up,
running the raffles, cleaning up etc.

Merredin Merinos

The evening meal was superb with live
country singer doing requests. The Southern
Cross team did hilarious skits and boot
scooting. Our Fay and Dot did their own bus
gig again which brought down the house.

Landed home Wednesday after some sightseeing around the Cross and a yummy
breakfast at the local café (highly
recommended). Took in Westonia Museum
which some had not seen.
Next year’s host town is Tammin.
We would like to thank all the businesses and
others that have supported the seniors with
the games. Without the support we would not
be able to do this.
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Sports

Merredin Basketball
Junior Grand Final Results
Under 12 girls—White d Green 24-15
Under 12 boys—White d Black 24-11
Under 16 girls—Red d White 22-21
MVP Lana Drakeford
Under 16 boys—Maroon d White 22-18
MVP Saxon Rochford

Season Awards
Under 16s boys Dylan Hayden Fairest and Best
for Under 16s Boy Runner up Fairest and Best
Zac Gartrell
Under 16 girls Rishaye Shaw Runner up Fairest
and Best Lana Drakeford took out Fairest and
Best for Under 16s
Men & Women’s Grand Final Results
Womens B—Djindas 22 defeated Vets 21
Best & Fairest—Caitlyn Turner (Djindas)
Womens A—Mystics Pink 29 defeated Sonics 22
Best & Fairest—Erin Keamy (Mystics Pink)
Men—Lakers 30 defeated Burra Tropics 29
Best & Fairest — Kris Hayden (Lakers)
Season Awards
Women B—Best & Fairest—Caitlyn Turner
(Djindas)
Runner Up— Judy Jefferys (Vets) & Kat White
(Fury 1)
High Point Scorer—Caitlyn Turner (Djindas)
Women A—Best & Fairest—Ashleigh Silver
(Mystics Pink)
Runner Up—Ashlynn Osborne (Mystics Blue)
High Point Scorer— Zoe Burns (Sonics)
Men—Best & Fairest—Leighton Trunfio
(Snakes)
Runner Up—Clarito Wagas (Mustangs)
High Point Scorer— Leighton Trunfio (Snakes)

The Association would like to thank all of our
committee, players, coaches, umpires and
everybody else that has helped make this another
successful season. We look forward to seeing
everybody back again next season.

