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By JOSEPHINE HAYES 

“Valentine’s day 1966 - the day 

the Aussie dollar was launched, 

Ron Siemiginowski started 

school, and his parents Lisa and 

Casey opened the doors to an 

iconic local eatery. 

Lisa Siemiginowski and family 

served up many a delicious home

-style meal and shared in a great 

many celebrations at their café in 

Merredin. 

50 years on, Lisa and Casey’s 

son, Ron, is breathing new life 

into this much-loved family 

business. Business owner, Ron 

Siemiginowski says "after 42 

years of absence from Merredin - 

it's good to be back reviving the 

Lisa's tradition of great food and 

good times.” 

Lisa’s Café is set to start serving 

hot food to dine in or take away 

from mid-October 2016. The 

menu offers classic meals and 

family favourites, plus coffee and 

cakes, all in a fresh new interior 

that’s loyal to the original 

establishment. 

But wait, there’s more…the 

newly-renovated ‘Lisa’s Café’ 

will be complete with a 40-seat 

Cinema, adorned with spacious 

Iconic Local Café Opens Doors to the Stars 
seating and dedicated digital 

cinema technology, bringing the 

latest blockbusters to town. Orana 

Cinemas is coming to Merredin! 

Come November, Merredin’s 

newest entertainment 

establishment will be open for 

business, serving up food, fun 

and film for all the family.” 

Owner Ron Siemiginowski breathing new life into local café after 42 years 
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Community 

Saturday 17th September 

Tammin Markets, Puma Roadhouse 9.00—1.00pm. 

Monday 19th September 

Sue Nicholson, Psychic.  7.30pm Cummins Theatre, Merredin.  

Thursday 22nd September 

Business After Hours, 6pm—7.30pm, Hutton and Northey. 

Saturday 24th September 

Tammin Markets, Puma Roadhouse 9.00—1.00pm 

Merredin Relay for Life, 11.00am Merredin Rec Centre.  Call 
Courtney on 9041 3033 for more info. 

Tammin Sun Down Spring Music Festival,  
check  www.sundownspringmusicfestival.com for more info. 

Sunday 25th September 

Merredin Markets, Visitors Centre Lawn 10am—1pm call 
Corey at the CRC on 9041 1041 to book a stall. 

Southern Cross Car & Bike Show,  10am Southern Cross Oval, 
call Kerry 0427 491 448 for more info. 

Tuesday 27th September  

School holiday activity—Paper craft—make a moving fish, a 
paper pompom or other fun things.  Merredin library 10.30—

11.30. 

Thursday 29th September  

School holiday activity—Clay—make multi coloured clay 
creatures or fun clay animals.  Merredin Library 10.30—11.30. 

$2 per child. 

Regular Events 

0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for 0—4 year olds.  
Contact Emma Fitzsimons on 9041 0962 or 
efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au 

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 9.30pm at the 
Masonic Lodge in Coronation St.  First night is free.  
Beginners to advanced.  Call Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see 
Sue at the Chemist or Lyn at the Post Office.  

Camera Club—Meeting 12th October at Merredin Playgroup, 
opposite the pool.  Photos due in 10 days prior (Sunday 
evening).  dainasutherland@bigpond.com   September 
theme: Cobwebs. 

Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on  
0411 984 123 for more info. 

Merredin Community Singers—All levels welcome.  Monday 
nights 7.00pm at the Senior’s Centre. 

Merredin Museum & Historical Society—Meets first 
Wednesday each month, 5.00pm at Railway Museum.  All 
Welcome. 

Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 during the 
school term at Throssel Road, opposite the pool.  Contact 
Daina on 0409 089 252. 

Red Hat Lunch—Second Sunday of each month, 12 noon, 
Shed Restaurant unless otherwise advised, contact Julie 
Townrow 0429 411 377 or email 
julietownrow@westnet.com.au  

Seniors Centre Craft Group—Wednesday mornings 9.30—
11.30, bring your own crafts or just come for a chat.  

Seniors Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday morning 
10.00—11.30am at the Seniors Centre.  Free.  All welcome.  

Seniors Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00 at the Seniors 
Centre. Afternoon tea to follow.  Free.  

Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the Merredin 
Library, for children up to 5 years old. 

Tales of Times Past—All welcome to tell their stories or just 
listen. Mondays 10.00am—11.30am, starting with morning 
tea.  Senior’s Centre.  $1. 

Tribal Belly Dancing—Fun and fitness for all ages and levels 
of experience.  Mondays 5.30—7.00pm. First night is free. 110 
Barrack Street. Contact Kirsty 9041 1041.  

Calendar 
Church  
Services 

All Saints Anglican Church 
Corner of Haig Road & South Avenue, 9am Sunday 
Worship (except 4th Sunday), 4th Sunday 11am 
Eucharist, Rev Brett Guthrie 
Su Riley paradmin@westnet.com.au 
 
Roman Catholic Church 
South Avenue, 6.30pm Saturday, 11am Sunday, 
Father Zygmunt Smigowski   
Ph 9041 1118 
 
Church of Christ 
Throssell Road, 10am Sunday Worship and Sunday 
School Ph 0408 484 711 
 
Seventh Day Adventist Church 
Kitchener Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship, 
9.30am Saturday Bible Study 
Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 3056 
 
People’s Baptist Church 
Kellerberrin, 10am Sunday Worship 
Ph 0435 284 796 
 
Revolution Youth 
Church of Christ, Throssell Road 
Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms) 
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167 
 
Merredin Churches Fraternal 
PO Box 463, Merredin,  
Malcolm Clark  9041 5215 
 
Merredin United in Prayer 
Cornerstone Christian Bookshop 
7pm last Thursday of the Month 
 
Uniting Church 
Fifth Street, 9am Sunday Service 
Ph 0457 329 850 

Fortnightly  

Merredin Community Resource Centre 

110 Barrack Street,  Merredin                

Ph: 9041 1041  Fax: 9041 1042 

Deadlines  

(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE) 

Articles:  5pm Wednesday 

Advertising: Booking 5pm Thursday 

Copy finalised 11am Friday    

Classifieds: 10am Monday 

Contacts:    

Content—Kirsty Rochford 9041 1041 

administration@merredincrc.com 

Advertising— Corey Tucker 9041 1041  

marketing@merredincrc.com 

Upcoming Editions 

16th & 30th September 

14th & 28th October 

11th & 25th November 

Available as an online subscription, 

www.merredincrc.com 

Tales of the Past 
In these days of mobile phones 

etc, it might be hard to imagine 

life without any phone coverage.  

We married in the 50’s, moved to 

the farm and applied to have a 

phone connected.  This was all 

very well, but having to wait nine 

months was not.  The applicant’s 

name went on a list and 

eventually got to the top. 

When the phone was finally 

connected there was not a 24 

hour service as calls were made 

through a local exchange.  This 

was run by a neighbouring farmer 

who did a good job during the 

actual hours the exchange was 

open.  

Library Musings 
Try these not so general knowledge questions: 

Do you know what kind of hat they wore in 
the Wild West?  Would you believe Bowler  
hats?  For the most part they wore whatever 
they found – a captain’s hat, a straw hat.  But 
mostly they wore bowler hats.  The idea that 
cowboys wore stetson’s came from artist 
Frederic Remington (1861-1900) who always 
painted cowboy’s wearing them.   

Do you know when the selfie was invented?  
1839.  Robert Cornelius, an American 
chemist, silversmith and lamp manufacturer, 
took the first selfie.  He had to hold his pose 
for a full minute. 

Do you know how to straighten spraddled 
legs of chickens?  Do you know what 
spraddled legs are?  Chickens get spraddled 
legs when they are hatched on too smooth 
surfaces.  The chickens can’t get traction to 
stand and walk so their legs splay outwards.  
The legs can be bandaged together in the 
correct position for 2 days to help correct the 
problem. 

What was the best thing before sliced 
bread?  Wrapped bread.  A 1928 
advertisement for Kleen Maid sliced loaves 
was, “The greatest forward step in baking 
since bread was wrapped: sliced bread”.  
Sliced bread was actually “invented” because 
of wrapped bread. 

All this and more can be found in books in the 
Merredin Library.  These facts came from 
“The third QI book of general ignorance” (QI 
Ltd, 2015), and “Chicken health for 
dummies” (Julie Gauthier and Rob Ludlow, 
2013).  Come in and see for yourself. 

http://www.sundownspringmusicfestival.com/
mailto:dainasutherland@bigpond.com
mailto:paradmin@westnet.com.au
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My Thoughts 
groups. 

Very few organisations are now for 
women only—Country Women’s 
Association is one.  Men’s Shed for 
men, great, well done men for 
recognising men’s needs.  

Respect—when I was elected the 
first female President of the 
Merredin Shire Council I was treated 
with respect, possibly because I 
respected the male councillors for 
their knowledge on issues I was not 
so familiar with. 

Women’s football—more recently I 
see women are to play league 
football.  This does concern me, as 
women are built differently and 
football can be a rough contact 
game.  These are my opinions and I 
feel blessed to live in a country 
where I can express my views.  
Personally, I still feel special when a 
male opens the car door for me. 

Next time women go to cast your 
vote, don’t complain that it is 
compulsory, spare a thought for the 
Suffragettes 
who won the 
right for us to 
vote.  

Gloria Banks 

Equality 

By GLORIA BANKS 

Women are indebted to the 
dedication of the British Suffragettes 
led by Emmeline Pankhurst who at 
the age of 14 years was concerned 
about the rights of women.  As a 
young woman married to a Barrister, 
she enthused other women, some 
quite wealthy who defied their 
husbands and banded together to 
fight for the rights of women to vote.  
In 1889 they were successful in 
winning women in Britain the right 
to vote.  It was 1899 when this right 
was recognised in Western Australia. 

Over 2,000 years ago Jesus elevated 
women.  Contrary to the ways of 
society in those days Jesus showed 
women compassion and respect, 
particularly those who were sinners 
or of lower status.  Some women 
took leadership roles, surprising for 
those times. 

It was obvious that women had the 
right to vote, but did not have equal 
rights.  An act was passed in 1984 in 
Western Australia to specify that no 
person be discriminated against on 
grounds such as gender in areas such 
as employment and education.  Equal 
opportunity was here to stay, 
resulting in women being welcomed 
in many areas where previously had 
been for men.  The front bar of hotels 

were open to women.  I believe this 
has been carried to the extreme 
where men no longer have their own 
space and women are subject to the 
coarse language and jokes previously 
for men's ears.  

I was fortunate that my husband, 
although being raised with fours 
sisters, showed them respect, not 
swearing or telling crude jokes in 
front of his sisters or other females.  
Joe was also expected to do his share 
of the chores, dishes and help his 
mother, in her late forties with the 
heavy washing.  When my brother 
Ron was shearing at our farm and I 
arrived with morning tea I would 
hear “Gloria’s coming’, and I 
appreciated that the talk was 
respectful. 

Since the Equal Opportunity Act of 
1984, the doors are open for women 
to be involved in most of what were 
men’s activities and some of the 
respect for women has gone. 

I believe equal rights are for all—
men, women, old, young, 
indigenous, other cultures.  
Employment for the best person for 
the job.  Not to insist a certain 
percentage of women should be in 
parliament or sit on executive 
boards.  Organisations once for men 
only are opening up for women, I say 
let the men have their own space as 
women need space as well as mixed 

Another Government 
study provides 

outstanding results 

CSIRO Officials admitted that they 
found about 200 dead crows on the 
highway between Noonamah and 
Palmerston, in Northern Territory, 
where there was concern that they 
may have died from Avian Flu. 
The Territory Government approved 
and the CSIRO contracted a bird 
pathologist to examine the remains 
of all the crows and he confirmed the 
problem was definitely NOT Avian 
Flu, much to everyone’s relief. 
However, he determined that 98% of 
the crows had been killed by impact 
with trucks, and only 2% were killed 
by car impact. (Didn't know there 
was a difference!) 

The Territory Government then hired 
an Ornithological Behaviourist to 
determine the disproportionate 
percentages for truck versus car kills. 
After 18 months of research and $2.7 
million spent, the Ornithological 
Behaviourist determined the cause in 
the deaths. 

When crows eat road kill, they 
always set-up a look-out crow in a 
nearby tree to warn of impending 
danger. 
His conclusion was that the lookout 
crow could say “Cah”, but he 
couldn’t say “Truck”. 

I just wanted to make sure that you 
knew your tax money was being well 
spent. 
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Court Report 
Brooke Anderson was found guilty 
of stealing, fined $500, ordered to 
pay costs of $169.10 and ordered 
to pay compensation of $650. 

Tristan Barnes was found guilty of 
a breach of Police Order, fined 
$600 and ordered to pay costs of 
$98.50. 

Kevin Cleverly was found guilty 
of a breach of violence restraining 
order, fined $300 and ordered to 
pay costs of $98.50. 

Adrian Cunningham was convicted 
of having no authority to drive 
(fines suspended), fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $169.10. 

Madison Dukes plead guilty to 
disorderly behaviour in public, 
fined $750 and ordered to pay 
costs of $169.10. 

Jeffrey Erceg plead guilty to 
exceeding 0.08g alcohol per 100ml 
of blood, fined $750, ordered to 
pay costs of $169.10 and had his 
licence suspended for 9 months. 

James Glass plead guilty to 
disorderly behaviour in public, 
fined $750 and ordered to pay 
costs of $169.10. 

Calvin Hart was found guilty of 
exceeding 0.08g alcohol per 100ml 
of blood, fined $500, ordered to 

6th September 2016 

pay costs of $169.10 and had his 
licence suspended for 6 months.  
He was also found guilty of having 
no authority to drive (never held), 
fined $250 and had his licence 
suspended for 3 months. 

Brandon Hayden was found guilty 
of a breach of protective bail 
condition, fined $350 and ordered 
to pay costs of $98.50. 

Melissa Lawrence was convicted 
of common assault, failing to obey 
an order given by an officer, and 
criminal damage or destruction of 
property and received a 
Community Based Order for 10 
months. 

Phillipa Little was convicted of 
exceeding 0.08g alcohol per 100ml 
of blood, fined $650, ordered to 
pay costs of $188 and had her 
licence suspended for 8 months.  
She was also convicted of having 
no authority to drive—cancelled, 
fined $1000 and had her licence 
suspended for a further 9 months. 

Allan Martin plead guilty to 
driving with a prescribed illicit 
drug in oral fluid or blood, fined 
$600, ordered to pay costs of 
$369.10 and had his licence 
suspended for 6 months. 

Samantha Mayes plead guilty to 

having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended), fined $400, ordered to 
pay costs of $188 and had her 
licence suspended for 3 months. 

Paula Meauli-Gaitau was 
convicted of having no authority to 
drive (never held), fined $250, 
ordered to pay costs of $188 and 
had her licence suspended for 3 
months. 

Kieran Mullally was convicted of 
driving with a prescribed illicit 
drug in oral fluid or blood, fined 
$400 and ordered to pay costs of 
$369.10. 

Daniel O’Connor plead guilty to 
driving with a prescribed illicit 
drug in oral fluid or blood, fined 
$400 and ordered to pay costs of 
$369.10. 

Carolyn Page was convicted of 
driving with a prescribed illicit 
drug in oral fluid or blood, fined 
$400 and ordered to pay costs of 
$369.10. 

Cohan Peek was convicted of 
disorderly behaviour in public, 
fined $750 and ordered to pay 
costs of $169.10. 

Sherry Pekamu was convicted of 
using an unlicensed vehicle on a 
road, fined $100, ordered to pay 
costs of $169.10 and pay a half 

annual licence fee of $163.22.  She 
was also convicted of having no 
authority to drive (fines 
suspended), fined $200 and had 
her licence suspended for 3 
months. 

Danielle Petrie was convicted of 
exceeding the speed limit in a 
speed zone and fined $200.  She 
was also convicted of having no 
authority to drive—cancelled, 
fined $400, ordered to pay costs of 
$169.10 and had her licence 
suspended for a further 9 months.  

Ryan Ridley plead guilty to having 
no authority to drive (expired), 
fined $75 and ordered to pay costs 
of $169.10. 

Damen Smith was convicted of 
having no authority to drive—
cancelled, fined $1500, ordered to 
pay costs of $188 and had his 
licence suspended for a further 9 
months.  

Rose Vaughan plead guilty to 
driving with a prescribed illicit 
drug in oral fluid or blood, fined 
$400 and ordered to pay costs of 
$369.10. 

Benjamin Welsh was convicted of 
exceeding 0.08g alcohol per 100ml 
blood, fined $650, ordered to pay 
costs of $188 and had his licence 
suspended for 8 months.  

By KIRSTY ROCHFORD 

Preparations are underway for the 
2017 Merredin Community Show.  
The Merredin Show meeting was 
held recently to elect the committee 
members and organise 
coordinators.  Martin Morris is 
again Chair of the Show 
Committee, with long time 
member Kylie Powell accepting 
the Vice Chair position.  
Newcomers El Lipman and Hayley 
Billing will be taking on the roles 
of Secretary and Treasurer.  Two 
new coordinator positions have 
been created this year, being El 
Lipman who will be responsible 
for Stallholder Marketing and Matt 
Crisafio who will taking on the role 
of Large Machinery Marketing.  
New member Chesney Maloney 
will be our Entertainment 
Coordinator this year, Hayley 
Billing will be the Catering 
Coordinator, Kylie Powell the 
Exhibition Coordinator, Brent 
Hasson the Float Parade 
Coordinator, Clayton Murray the 
Sponsorship Coordinator and 
Ground/Equipment Coordinator, 
Bill Mottershead and Grant 
Bennett the Gates/Parking 
Coordinators and the Merredin 
CRC will continue with the role of 

Advertising/Promotions, Funding 
and Administration. 

Many months of preparation go 
into coordinating the Merredin 
Community Show each year which 
sees over 2,500 people attending.  
The Merredin Community Show is 
funded through sponsorship and 
fees from stallholders, with all 
committee and coordinator time 
being voluntary.   

The Merredin Community Show 
have a new website, and the 
Facebook page is always available 
where you can have your say about 
what you’d like to see at the Show, 
or just to keep up with how things 
are progressing. 

With some new faces on this year’s 
committee we are looking forward 
to seeing some different and 
exciting fun at the 2017 Merredin 
Community Show.  

Merredin Show 2017 
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New Blinds 

New additions have been made to 
the Year 4 classroom and the 
Kindy/Pre Primary. Block out 
blinds have been installed to help 
keep the verandahs cool and dry. 
Thank you to Collgar Windfarm 
for their donation for part of this 
project. 

Father’s Day Breakfast 

Father’s Day was celebrated on 
Wednesday 31 August at St 
Mary’s. All dads, grandfathers 
and father figures in our 
community were invited to 
attend a special breakfast cooked 
by the staff. It was wonderful to 
see so many dads enjoying time 
with their children. 

On Wednesday 7 September we held our Faction Athletics carnival. Students 
from Pre Primary to year 6 competed. 

Results are as follows: 

 

Championships 

Junior Champion Boy   Charlie Atkinson 

Junior Runner-up Boy   Sam Adamson 

Junior Champion Girl   Zoe Olanrewaju 

Junior Runner Champion Girl   Alexis Kermode 

Intermediate Champion Boy   Jaxon Morris 

Intermediate Runner-up Champion Boy  Toby De Lacy 

Intermediate Champion Girl   Charlotte Grant and  

  Alannah-Rose Taylor 

Intermediate Runner-up Champion Girl  Makayla Geier 

Senior Champion Boy   Digby Caughey 

Senior Runner-up Champion Boy   Joey Rose and 

  Darcy Alvaro 

Senior Champion Girl   Emma Moulin 

Senior Runner-up Champion Girl  Layla Tomljanovich 

 

Marching Shield 

Winner: Mackillop – 48 

Runner Up: St Josephs – 46 

Third: Salvatorians—44 

 

Overall Faction Athletics Winners 

Winner: Mackillop – 694 ½ 

Runner Up: St Josephs— 637 

Third: Salvatorians—581 ½  
 

A great day was had by all and the weather even held out. Well done to 
everyone involved. 

St Mary’s Faction Athletics Carnival 
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By EMMA DAVIS 

Kissing fish, giant jellyfish, and an ocean of 
excitement awaited our eager young audiences as 
they attended the Cummins Theatre to experience 
the world of Oddysea. Presented by Performing 
Lines WA, Oddysea by Sensorium Theatre was a 
multi sensory production created especially for 
children with special needs and their families. 

"For me theatre is important, and telling stories is 
important. Unless you have this kind of theatre 
there is a whole group of people who are going to 
miss out on that very human experience." said 
Michelle Hovane, artistic director and performer 
with Sensorium. 

The team behind Oddysea made the Cummins 
Theatre their home for the week of August 15th - 
21st transforming it into an underwater playground 
complete with rock pools to discover, a sandy 
beach area, and an underwater cavern. 

Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday saw two groups 
of children from Merredin College, and Trayning 
Primary School, and a third mixed group made up 
of children from Merredin, Southern Cross, 
Westonia, Moorine Rock, Mukinbudin, and 
Burracoppin participating in workshops with the 
artists and then watching the show performance. 

"The whole experience was fantastic. I hope they 
can come back again. What they have done for our 
students is incredible." a teacher from Merredin 
College. 

The workshops introduced the participants to the 
themes of the show, the characters, the songs, and 
helped to embed the story to maximise the 
experience of the live performance. They were also 

Oddysea Adventure at The Cummins 
a lot of fun with participants creating their own 
underwater creatures, and tasting jellyfish (green 
jelly cups) with Turtle! 

"I made a crab today! He goes snip, snip, snip!" 
exclaimed one very excited participant. 

The fun didn't end there with two extra general 
audience performances taking place on the 
weekend to finish up the week. These 
performances saw an additional 28 children and 
their families come and experience the world of 
Oddysea and meet the cute characters of Turtle 
and Crab as they went in search of their friend Sea 
Snake at the bottom of the ocean. 

Oddysea was a multi-sensory performance 
allowing participants to see, hear, taste, touch, and 
even smell the story as it unfolded. This unique 
theatrical experience allows children who would 
normally not participate in live theatre 
performances the chance to see and experience a 

Children meet Sea Snake during the final performance of 
Oddysea 

performance created specifically for them. 

The production was made possible at the Cummins 
Theatre thanks to support from Lotterywest, and 
the West Australian Government through the 
Department of Culture and the Arts. Without their 
generous support and the support of the Shire of 
Merredin this wonderful week of underwater fun 
would not have been possible. 

Shadow puppet fun during the performance of Oddysea 
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Merredin College Canberra 2016 Camp 

By PAULINE BENNETT 

To give our busy Dads a chance to 
play and have fun, we held an evening 
at ‘Kindy’ to celebrate Father’s Day. 
Our Fathers’ Night was also an 
opportunity for our Dads to experience 

AFL9s Competition 
By DAVID O’NEILL 

Merredin College took fifty seven 
Year 7-10 students to Bruce Rock on 
Friday 2 September to compete in 
the AFL9s Wheatbelt Competition. 
We were represented by 3 Boys’ 
teams and 2 Girls’ teams.  Teams 
played in a round robin competition 
against teams from Bruce Rock and 
Narrogin. On the day we observed 
some big marks, snap kicks for goals 
and great tackles. The games were all 
played in good spirit and Merredin 
College ended the day victorious in 
both the male and female 
competitions. 

By DAVID O’NEILL 

Congratulations to all students that 
participated in the Secondary Athletics 
Carnival this week. The weather was 
fantastic for the event and students 
were keen to impress and perform for 
their house. The carnival saw the 
addition of the hurdles which was a 
great success and the students revelled 
in the new challenge. 

The final results were: 1st Growden, 2nd 
Mitchell, 3rd Kelly and 4th Law 

We wish to thank the parents who 
offered their time with the measuring 
and timing of events. Without your 

Merredin College 
Athletics Carnival 

The Merredin College Primary 
Athletics carnival was held Thursday 
1st September for jumps and throws 
and Friday 2nd September for running 
and team events. Thanks to perfect 
weather conditions both these events 
were a great success. Well done to 
all the students for trying their best 
and a big thank you to all the parents 
that came and supported us either by 
helping out or cheering loudly. After 
a very close competition a big 
congratulations go to the winning 
house Mitchell. Congratulations also 
go to the Champions and Runner 
Ups for the day. Best of luck to all 
competitors selected to represent 
Merredin College at the Interschool 
Carnival next Friday the 16th 
September. 

Champions: 

Year 1 Boy: Drikus Putter (21) 

Year 1 Boy RU: Justin Prior (16)  

Year 1 Girls: Tamie Cole (18)   

Year 1 Girls RU: Lianie Coetze (16) 

Year 2 Boy: Xander Boehme (17)  

Year 2 Boy RU: Aidan Ludke (16)  

Year 2 Girls: Shaianne Shiosaki (23) 

Year 2 Girls RU: Keyosha Oakley (16) 

Year 3 Boy: Archer Gardiner (26)  

Year 3 Boy RU: Kurtis Jones (18)  

Year 3 Girls: Lexi Mongoo (23)  

Year 3 Girls RU: Angelina Little (18) 

Year 4 Boy: Malakai Pickett (29)  

Year 4 Boy RU: Rodney Little (17) 

Year 4 Girls: Shayla Shiosaki (21)  

Year 4 Girls RU: Olivia Kett (11) & 
Katherine Hayden (11) 

Year 5 Boy: Juda Te Whaiti (27)  

Year 5 Boy RU: Campbell Gardiner (23) 

Year 5 Girls: Montana Hayden (16) 

Year 5 Girls RU: Jaya Jaxon (12) & 
Carmie Wagas (16) 

Year 6 Boy: Kyle Wilcox (23)  

Year 6 Boy RU: Aron Osborne (18) 

Year 6 Girls: Trenaya Lawrence (29) 

Year 6 Girls RU: Chenynae Mongoo (18) 

Overall Boy:  Malakai Pickett (29)  

Overall Girl: Trenaya Lawrence (29) 

Shakespeare: As You 
Write It – A big hit with 

students 
By JULIE TILLER 

One hundred students from Years 10, 
11 and 12 enjoyed a hilarious 
performance staged by Australia 
Playhouse in the Merredin College 
gymnasium on Monday 29th August. 
The three young actors: Daniel, 
Stuart and Riley engaged the 
students with their clever use of 
props, costume and improvisation to 
teach them about some of the main 
aspects of Shakespearean theatre.  As 
they introduced the elements of 
genre, characterisation, setting, 
language and soliloquy they 
interacted with the audience to get 
suggestions to create a very 
individual performance for Merredin 
College using the Shakespearean 
format. In the end they crafted a 
Shakespearean play that was set in 
Ancient Rome and included all three 
elements of comedy, tragedy and 
historical genre. The hero had a 
‘magical mullet’ and there were 
guest appearances by Fiona from 
Shrek and Kanye West! 

All in all it was an action-packed 
hour of dramatic delights and the 
audience were enthusiastic 
participants in the show from 
beginning to end. This was 
Shakespeare without the ‘puffy pants 
and incomprehensible language’. 

By CATH FLYNN 

On Saturday 20 August, 41 excited 
Year 9 students from Merredin 
College flew to Canberra via Sydney 
on the midnight horror. They were 
accompanied by their intrepid 
supervising teachers Cathy Flynn, 
Gerard Rennie, Di Heinrich and 
Jamie Pearce. This was a much 
anticipated camp, which took twelve 
months to plan. After a quick tour of 
some of sights of Sydney, students 
transferred to Canberra by bus. The 
remaining week was spent exploring 
our national capital. Students were 
kept busy as each day was jam-
packed with events. Some of the 
activities included visits to Parliament 
House, Botanical Gardens, the 
National Zoo and Aquarium, National 
Museum, Deep Space 

Fathers’ Night at Merredin College Kindergarten 

a range of activities which  the children 
enjoy during their school day, and a 
time to share the learning experience 
with them. The children were very 
excited about coming to school at night
-time and kept Dad busy the whole 
evening. We all had a great night! 

Secondary Athletics Carnival 

support the carnival could not run as 
smoothly as it did. We also 
acknowledge the parents who came to 
support their child. Your attendance is 
greatly appreciated by the students and 
staff.   

The presentations of the Athletics Year 
Champions and Runner-Up Champions 
will take place at the College assembly 
on Thursday 15 September. The 
Interschool Athletics squad will also be 
announced at the assembly and will 
compete at the East Avon Sports 
Association (EASA) Interschool 
Athletics Carnival in Kellerberrin on 
Friday 16 September.  

Communication Centre, Questacon 
and the Australian Institute of Sport. 
The highlight for all students was a 
visit to the War Memorial. The 
second last day was spent snow 
skiing at Smiggins in the Snowy 
Mountains (Kosciusko National Park) 
and was definitely a favourite activity 
for many. Thankfully the weather was 
kind to us for the entire trip, although 
most days were fairly cold the rain 
held off whenever we were outside. 
On Thursday afternoon we actually 
had light snowfall while we were on 
the slopes, which was quite magical. 

To assist families in meeting the cost 
of the excursion the Australian 
Government contributed funding of 
$240.00 per student under the 
Parliament and Civics Education 
Rebate program. The students of the 
Merredin College Canberra Tour 
2014 would like to express their 
appreciation of this rebate. 

Plans for the 2017 camp are already 
underway and this year’s Year 8 
students are very excited and hoping 
to gain a place on the tour.  
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By MARTIN MORRIS Clerk of 
Courts 

The annual Northam Magisterial 
District Justice of the Peace 
conference was recently held in 
Merredin for the first time in many 
years. 

A number of Justices attended 
from throughout the region, 
travelling from areas such as 
Beverley, Wongan Hills, Northam, 
Bruce Rock and of course 
Merredin. 

Signing of documents is currently 
the main duty Justices of the Peace 
have as the majority of Courts are 
“paperless” with all records being 
handled electronically. This 
obviously requires intensive 
training and continual use to 
become and stay proficient with 
the system. 

The majority of the sessions were 
therefore being focused in the area 
of signing documents, with the 
emphasis being on thoroughness 
and uniformity. It was emphasised 
that when signing and witnessing 
documents, the same level of 
scrutiny and professionalism 
should be provided by all Justices 
of the Peace. 

Magistrate Roth and Senior 

Justice of the Peace Conference 
Sargent Shane Crook presented a 
session on trends within courts and 
the community. Many of those 
present were unaware of the 
prevalence of drugs, with 
methamphetamine being the one of 
most concern at present. It was 
emphasised that its usage was not 
restricted to one area of the 
community, it is used by people 
from all walks of life. Some of the 
figures were eye opening with drug 
driving being far more common 
than drink driving. It also reflects 
with other offences where 
burglaries and stealing offences are 
committed to get funds to purchase 
drugs. 

The highlight of the day was the 
afternoon session presented by 
David Wirrpanda and Dale Kickett 
from the Wirrpanda Foundation. 

David explained how the 
Wirrpanda Foundation assists 
particularly young indigenous 
people in getting ahead in life with 
Dale focusing on how they help 
young boys who are heading in the 
wrong direction. 

Both guests also related some 
football stories with Dale taking 
time to remember the coaches he 
played under simply due to the 
number of AFL teams he played 
for. 

David Wirrpanda and Dale Kickett address the Justices of the Peace 

Justices of the Peace from the region who attended the conference 
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Travelling Phoenix 

Birdsville 

Paul and Sue Bartlett recently 

went on holiday and stopped in to 

the very wet Birdsville Races in 

QLD on their way through to 

Bathurst.   

Kyrgyzstan 

By DANA MULVANY 

My husband Jordan Lynch and I, 
along with my parents from New 
Zealand, recently spent a month 
in Kyrgyzstan.  

The majority of our time was 
spent hiking in the beautiful 
mountains, walking up green 
valleys dotted with picture 
perfect xmas trees and nomads 
with their herds of sheep and 

horses, to crossing close to 
4000m meter passes.  

These pictures were taken on day 
6 of an 8 day hike at the pinnacle 
of the trip, stunning Lake Ala-
Kol.  

The Phoenix helped us to pass the 
time while we waited in our tiny 
tent for a day for the rain to clear. 
This former soviet country is an 
absolute gem and it is no wonder 
that it is described as the 
'Switzerland of Central Asia'. 

Crowds of over 6000 racegoers 

celebrate the carnival each year 

enjoying two days of outback 

racing and three great nights of 

live entertainment.   
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By MICHELLE MARKS—Shire 
of Merredin 

Merredin dogs and their owners 
came together in celebration of all 
things canine at Dogs Day Out on 
Sunday 11 September at Merredin 
Regional Community and Leisure 
Centre.  

There was a light drizzle from 
9:00am while the volunteers from 
Curtin University were setting up the 
stalls, but thankfully the wet weather 
subsided and allowed the event to go 
on.  

More than 50 residents and visitors 
came to the event with many families 
bringing their pooch along. It was 
wonderful to see so many different 
breeds coming together; Golden 
Retrievers, Chihuahuas, Staffies, 
Shih Tzus, Kelpies, Terriers, and 
many more dogs visited the event. 
Visitors had the chance to meet with 

Dogs Get Social in Merredin 
the trainers from Dog Hub Australia 
who held demonstrations throughout 
the day on dog behaviour as well as 
giving the chance to try the dog 
agility course or the ball pit. In the 
afternoon the visitors were treated to 
working dog demonstrations with 
three very talented dogs herding their 
sheep.  

The Shire of Merredin would like to 
thank their co-sponsor, Collgar 
Windfarm as well as the support 
from the Curtin University 
volunteers for their help in making 
this event possible.  

Dogs Day Out Dog Competition 
Winners 

Best Dressed – Charlie  “bits of 
Staffy” (owner Greta) 

Cutest – Banjo, Golden Retriever 
(owners Courtney and Dan) 

Ugliest – Oscar, West Highland 
Terrier (owner Ross) 

Tallest – Ruby, Mastiff (owner 
Dave) 

Shortest – Missy, Jaroodle (owner 
Jessica Manoni) tied with Holly, 
Bishan Friese (owner John and 
Luke) 

Dogs Day Out Colouring 
Competition Winners 

Hannah McKane aged 9 and Lily 
Brynetti Aged 4 
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CRC COMMUNITY NEWS 
The CRC is a community owned and managed organisation that supports volunteers, provides events, services, information (government and non-government) and 

facilities for the community which include the Seniors Luncheon, Australia Day Breakfast, Merredin Markets and Pet Cemetery to name a few. 

Save the Dates 

Sunday 23rd September – 
Merredin Markets 

On the lawn in front of the Visitor 
Centre from 9am – 1pm. 

Book a stall by contacting the CRC 
on 90411041 or come along and 
have a browse for some great 
bargains. 
 

Wednesday 12th October – 
Blokes, Brekkie and Bonding 

A FREE breakfast will be held on 
the lawn in front of the Merredin 
CRC (Cnr Queen and Barrack 
Streets) for men to come along and 
talk to some health service 
providers as part of Mental Health 
Week. 

Funding is being provided by 
Western Australian Association for 
Mental Health (Mental Health 

Windows 10 Workshop 

Windows 10 has been here for over 
a year now, and not all of us have 
had a good experience with it so 
far. But let’s face the truth, it was a 
vast improvement over the 
Windows 8.0 and more so over 
Windows Vista. The problems we 
face with windows 10 are largely 
due to its incompatibility with our 
equipment such as printers and 
registers. It takes time for this to 
improve and after a year it has 
gotten a lot better with new updates 
and software patches for windows 
10. 

So most of us have taken 
advantage of the free update (some 
by accident) and now it’s time to 
tackle the hardest venture of all, 
learning the new Operating 
System. The easiest way to 
describe Windows 10 is to use the 
framing of windows 7, aesthetics 
of windows 8.1 and then some 
‘tech stuff’ behind the scenes that 
you never really notice.  
 
The CRC is running a 1 hour 
course to go over the windows 10 
basics. We will run through how to 

Workplace Learning 
Student 

The Merredin CRC has had the 
pleasure of Shyra Clark-Watts being 
at the CRC one day a week for the 
past 4 weeks. 

Shyra has undertaken a number of 
different jobs over the time, some 
not as exciting as others, but she 
never has a complaint.  She is 
efficient, confident and is always 
courteous to customers. 

Shyra would be excellent in any 
administration position however her 
interest is mechanics. 

The Workplace Learning program is 
great for the business as well as the 
student and we would encourage all 
businesses to consider being 
involved with this program. 

use, navigate and search and even 
more plus some time for questions 
of your own computer. 

Wednesday, 21st September 
6pm to 7pm 
$25 per person 

Week 8-15 October). 

Look for the advertisement in the 
next edition of the Phoenix (30 
September) for more details or 
contact Amber Durey, Health 
Promotions Officer, at Eastern 
Wheatbelt Primary Health Service 
on 90410444 or the Merredin CRC 
on 90411041. 

Tuesday 8th November – 
Merredin Senior’s Luncheon 

 

Seniors over 55 within the 
Merredin Shire are invited to a 
FREE lunch at the Cummins 
Theatre, commencing at 12 Noon.   

Further details to follow. 
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By MARILYN SAYERS 

Over 40 children and their parents/caregivers 
celebrated the arrival of Spring in the Merredin 
Community Garden on 1 September.  Cuddly 
farm baby animals, treasure hunt, planting 
seedlings, feeding worms and a healthy morning 
tea was all part of a great 2 hour playdate for 0-
4 year olds.  Hosted by the Shire and Amity 

Spring Playdate in the Garden 

Cooper enjoying watering the garden Dawn & Thomas having fun in the mud Krystal & daughter Caira 

Payton & her new furry friend 

Scavenger Hunt 

Health and supported by Eastern Wheatbelt 
Primary Health staff activities of craft, 
storytime, take-home seed pots and close 
encounters with small animals made the 
morning a very special time for our little 
people.   

The next 0-4 playdate will be a Teddy Bears 
Picnic in Apex Park during children’s week 22-
30 October.  Watch out for the flyer!  Everyone 
invited to bring their little people, parents and 
grandparents. 
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Chris’s Corner  

By CHRIS VAN DER MERWE 

Why won’t my hedge 
trimmer blades turn? 

I often have people bring in their 
hedge trimmers saying the blades 
won’t turn after it has been sitting 
for some time.  The main cause of 
this is that the blades have stuck 
together due to rust and sap from 
cuttings.  One easy way to avoid 
this is when finished using the 

machine lightly spray the blades 
using CRC or WD40. Give the 
machine a final run to help 
lubricate and remove sap from the 
blades. 

If you have a question you would 
like answered about your 
lawnmower, chainsaw, line 
trimmer or other piece of 
equipment just email it to 
chris@merredinmowers.com.au. 

By LYN PRICE 

The 60th annual Yilgarn Ag Show 
was held on Saturday 3rd September 
and the weather was great. 

The day started off with the Annual 
Street Parade escorted by the Police 
and the Perth Highland Pipe band. 
The prize for the Parade was awarded 
to the Southern Cross  Occasional 
Day-care Centre for their Float. 

Attendance was down but all those 
that did attend enjoyed the day. 

Entries in all sections were up with a 
total of over 750 were received.   

We were fortunate to have Mr David 
Webster from AWI attend and Scott 
Carmondy from NSW judge the wool 
section, these two gentlemen were 
very impressed with the wool from 

60th Annual Yilgarn Ag Show 
the Yilgarn. 

MHR Melissa Price was our Guest  
and  officially opened the show. 

It was disappointing  that some of 
the stalls let us down on the day after 
booking space. But thank you to the 
others that  did attend and fill the 
oval. 

Highlights for the day was the 
Fireworks  in the evening depicting 
the 60th show in the display and 
Sophie -Jane duo entertained the 
patrons till late evening. 

The committee would like to thank 
all the Sponsors, Judges, Stewards 
and all those that helped on Thursday 
&  Friday to set up, it was much 
appreciated as without these people 
we would not have a show. 

By COREY TUCKER 

ScriptWise is a not for profit 
organisation which through 
community education, aims to 
heighten the collective national 
understanding of the safe and 
appropriate use of prescription 
medications.   

Focusing on medications most 
susceptible to misuse such as 
opioid analgesics and 
benzodiazepines.  The organisation 
advances the voices and concerns 
of families and individuals who 
have been personally affected by 
this issue.  

In 2013, the Penington Institute 
reported that nearly 3 Australians 
die per day from an overdose 
linked to prescription medications.  

Through this forum, ScriptWise 
seek to support and work towards 
real-time software communication 
between doctors, pharmacists and 
medical professionals to manage 
the high incidence of doctor-
shopping. By making people aware 
of the potential harm with misuse 
or abuse of prescription 
medications they hope to change 

the cycle which is growing and 
taking life.  

We encourage all members 
of the community to learn more 
about the safe and effective use of 
their prescription medications. 

All community members are 
invited to attend the ScriptWise 
Launch. 

WHEN 

Tuesday 27th Sept @ 6:30pm 

COST 

Free 

WHERE 

Merredin CRC (110 Barrack St) 

This forum will kick off 
ScriptWise’s Regional Roadshow 
in Western Australia, in partnership 
with Uniting Merredin Against 
Drugs (UMAD). The forum is open 
to all members of the community.  

Contact the Merredin CRC on 9041 
1041 or UMAD Chairperson 
Christine Campbell on 0477 182 
501 for more information. 

UMAD to Host ScriptWise 

Launch 
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It’s All About You 

By ANGELA KWOK—
Pharmacist Cunderdin Pharmacy 

People’s fall risk increases as they 
age. Every year in Australia, 1 in 4 
people over 60 will fall and it 
increases to 1 in 3 by age 65. Up to 
30% of falls can lead to moderate or 
severe injury. Slipping, tripping and 
stumbling are the most common 
causes of falls leading to 
hospitalisation; and falls remain a 
common cause (38%) in adults over 
65 to be admitted to a hospital. Most 
common injuries from falls are hip 
and thigh fractures (38%), follow by 
head injuries (20%). If you have 
fallen more than once in the past six 
months, you are more likely to fall 
again.  

Other Risk Factors for a fall can 
either be Personal or Environmental 

Personal 

 Loss of balance due to impaired 
eye sight or decreased muscle 
strength 

 Not being active—strong leg 
muscle & joints keep your body 
supported 

 Diet—poor nutrition or missed 
meals may cause dizziness or 
loss of concentration 

 Too much alcohol—affects 
mental alertness, causes 
sleepiness or loss of balance 

 Not drinking enough water—
causes dehydration, confusion 
and dizziness.  Insufficient water 
intake can actually cause 
concentrated urine and irritate the 
bladder 

 Sore feet and unsafe shoes—foot 
problems can be painful and 
affect daily tasks 

 Health problems which can 
increase falls risk include stroke 
and Parkinson's disease 

Fall Prevention 
 Taking more than five 

medicines—some drugs may 
make you feel drowsy and dizzy 

Environmental 

 Insufficient lighting 

 Tripping over objects on the 
floor, stairs or dangling from 
furniture 

 Slipping or tripping on loose 
mats, rugs and slippery floors 

 Tripping on uneven surfaces 

Falls can be Prevented! Fall Proofing 
Yourself and Your Surroundings… 

Exercise: Tai chi can r educe falls 
by 37%, dancing & exercise that 
strengthen muscles and balance are 
best. 

Calcium and Vitamin D: Adequate 
Vitamin D levels and  dietary 
Calcium intake are needed for 
maximal primary fracture 
prevention.  

Vitamin D sources are mainly from 
skin exposure to sunlight as dietary 
sources provide only 5-10% of 
Vitamin D requirement. 15% body 
surface (arms, hands or feels) 
exposed for 6-7 minutes mid-
morning or mid- afternoon on most 
days during summer or 15 minutes 
during winter is equal to around 
1000 iu/day vitamin D. 

Daily intakes of 1000- 1300 mg 
calcium per day, preferably from 
calcium rich foods (e.g. Cheese, 
Milk, Tofu) are important as low 
calcium intakes can increase 
degradation of Vitamin D 
compounds. 

Eyesight: check your  eyesight at 
least once every two years, wear sun 
glasses and a hat when outside. 

Remove general hazards, ensure 
sufficient lighting (make sure you 
can reach switches) and wear safe 
shoes  

By COREY TUCKER 

Daffodil day was well supported at 
the Burracoppin Sports Pavilion on 
the 26th of August making it the 13th 
year in a row, with a full day of food 
prizes and wonderful variety of 
stalls.  

Upon entry to the site, a few stalls 
outside helped make up the total of 
25 stalls that circled the inside of the 
Pavilion to entice everyone to buy, 
try and donate to a great cause. 
Crazy Fun Amusement donated a 
bouncy castle to keep the children 
entertained while the adults enjoyed 
some delicious food (all donated by 
the local community). After some 
shopping and a small feast, people 

gathered outside where the fashion 
parade took the spotlight with all 
garments being supplied by 
Sportspower Merredin & Neka 
Accessories. The ladies did a 
fabulous job striding down cat walk.  
Between the countless raffle drawers 
($5000 worth of prizes), Anthony 
Tilli and daughter Emmalisa took the 
stage with a fantastic singing 
performance.  
 
The Daffodil Day in Burracoppin 
raised an incredible $8000 for the  
Cancer Council, a truly great effort 
put together by the Burracoppin 
Daffodil Day Committee.  

Daffodil Day in Burracoppin 
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By TIM CAREW-REID—
Regional Mens Health Initiative 

A very common issue I am called 
to help men with in the country is 
a seemingly “without notice 
separation” that leaves a 
dumbfounded male struggling to 
make sense of what just 
happened.  Today women are 
more likely to be career 
orientated, more independent 
financially, more educated and 
empowered and divorce no longer 
carries the stigma it once did, and 
rightfully women no longer are as 
accepting of abuse or not getting 
their needs met. 

Given this societal change there is 
even greater need for effective 
communication in relationships.  
Getting men to talk more is 
slowly changing, however, too 
often men tend to be stoic and un-
communitive about how their 
relationship is going,  “Too 
Strong and Too Silent”. 

Relationships breakdown for 
many reasons for example:  
Emotional disconnection, 
differing views on finances; too 
much work; not enough time with 
the family; stonewalling; lack of 
respect; or not being appreciated; 

Warrior Wellbeing—Too Strong and Too Silent 
to name just a few. 

If we don’t communicate what is 
going on within us, we are not 
resolving such issues and setting 
up our relationships to fail.  A 
common quote is “ I tried but he 
just never listened”  OR  “I work 
hard every day, dawn to dusk to 
provide, I thought I was doing the 
right thing”. 

If we talk about things as they 
arise, resolution is more likely.  
Men tend to be “ too silent” but 
again women can be as bad at 
communicating as well.  I often 
hear comments like “if only she 
had said something” or “I didn’t 
know”.  Chances are may-be we 
were told or didn’t want to deal 
with it or simply didn’t listen.  
We need to learn to communicate 
more and listening to your spouse 
is paramount. 

Here are 4 tips to improve 
listening to your spouse: 

Body language:  you may say 
you’re listening to your spouse 
but the body language says 
otherwise.  Body language 
accounts for 93% of 
communication.  Face directly to 
each other, look into your 

spouse’s eyes. Be cautious about 
your pose, things like being 
fidgety or folding your arms, 
tends to give a message of 
disinterest. 

Ask questions:  asking 
questions shows your spouse 
you’re interested and heard what 
was said. eg. “so then what 
happened” or paraphrase “ so 
what you’re saying is …….” 

Avoid one-upmanship:  listen to 
the bad day story without jumping 
in with your worse bad day. 
Instead ask questions, listen and 
show interest, otherwise the 
message your spouse gets is you 
don’t really care. 

Don’t try and fix it:  this is a 
really good thing to remember 
especially for blokes.  Men will 
often offer a solution to the 
problem and try to fix it.  We 
really just need to listen and be 
engaged. Women prefer that 
blokes don’t jump in with their 
best solution unless asked. 

Good effective communication is 
essential for a healthy 
relationship.  Don’t be TOO 
STRONG AND TOO SILENT. 

  

Medical 
videoconference 

appointments 
By INGA BUTEFISCH 

Did you know as a country patient 
you can attend some of your 
specialist medical appointments 
using videoconferencing? 

Thanks to telehealth, country 
outpatients often now have access to 
specialists via telehealth – using 
videoconferencing to allow you to 
have face to face appointments with 
your doctors without having to visit 
Perth. 

This saves you the time, money and 
the inconvenience of having to 
travel long distances for relatively 
short specialist visits. 

The free telehealth service is 
available for a wide range of clinics 
including burns, wounds, pain 
management, speech pathology, 
gastroenterology, neurology, 
urology, paediatrics, mental health 
and many more.  

After you’ve made an appointment, 
you simply visit your closest 
telehealth-enabled health service 
and the staff will connect you via 
videoconference to your specialist at 
their Perth hospital. 

For more information about 
telehealth, ask your specialist, call 
9690 1632 or visit the WA Country 
Health Service website at http://
www.wacountry.health.wa.gov.au/
telehealth. 

http://www.wacountry.health.wa.gov.au/telehealth
http://www.wacountry.health.wa.gov.au/telehealth
http://www.wacountry.health.wa.gov.au/telehealth
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CABINET MAKING COMPUTER TECHNICIAN CARPENTRY 

CLEANER BUILDER 

Trades 
CABINET MAKING 

By ROSE POWER 

Students from Narembeen DHS, Bruce Rock 
DHS, Southern Cross DHS and host school 
Merredin College came together to discuss 
road safety in the Wheatbelt and listen to guest 
speakers who presented global road safety 
issues and local issues. This new School Drug 
Education and Road Aware (SDERA) 
initiative was coordinated by Rose Power, 
SDERA’s Wheatbelt consultant who has also 
lived in the region for many years. 

The Road Safety Commissioner, Mr Kim 
Papalia, explained to the students what is 
currently being implemented to reduce road 
crashes around Western Australia and some of 
the challenges that the Road Safety 

Voice of Youth Road Safety Forum 
Commission face. Mr Papalia fielded 
questions from the students and staff. He was 
very keen to hear the views of the students 
who are nearing the age where they can start 
the learning to drive process.  

Grass roots presentations from local St John 
Ambulance Officers Donna Crook and 
Merredith Thornton were followed by young 
Wheatbelt man Cory Payne who shared the 
journey he has had to face since being a road 
crash survivor.  

Students discussed in a break out session what 
they have noticed already happening in the 
Wheatbelt to reduce road crashes and also 
identified what they think is not working and  
explained why. The challenge then for 

Road Safety Commissioner Kim Papalia and Cory Payne  

Students in breakout sessions Students in breakout sessions 

students was to suggest solutions for reducing 
the number of young people involved in road 
crashes for the Road Safety Commission to 
consider.  The solutions included developing 
vehicles that handle crashes better, stricter 
rules on vehicle engine size to power ratio for 
novice drivers, and more rigorous testing for 
gaining a driver’s licence.  

The forum was organised by School Drug 
Education and Road Aware and funded by the 
Road Safety Commission.   
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Trades 

PLASTERING 

PEST CONTROL 

GLASS SERVICES EARTH MOVING ELECTRICIAN 

PEST CONTROL PLUMBER 

PLASTERING 
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Science 

By GRANT STAINER 

A recent conversation had me wondering why 
tea leaves accumulate in the centre of the 
bottom of the cup when stirred. So I looked 
into this further, and found that this tea leaf 
paradox was solved in 1926 by Albert Einstein.  
 
When the fluid is stirred, it spins in the cup, 
which you would think would make the tea 
leaves travel to the outside of the cup due to 
centrifugal force. However, they don’t do this. 
On closer inspection, there are actually two 
main fluid flow processes involved.  
 
When stirred, the fluid wants to travel away 
from the centre due to the centrifugal force. 
However, the cup is a barrier that restricts this 
movement. The vector force from the fluid 
movement has to go somewhere, and so it goes 
upwards. This results in the fluid level at the 
outside of the cup rising, whilst the centre fluid 
level decreases.  
 
This is where the second process kicks in. A 
fluid will always flow from high hydraulic 
head to low hydraulic head – in other words, it 
will flow towards the lowest point. This means 
that the fluid flow is directed towards the 
centre of the cup. Due to the spinning fluid 
mass, the hydraulic head difference has to take 
a different path. 
 
The spinning fluid encounters a boundary 
effect at the edge of the cup, where due to 

Reading the tea leaves – fluid flow dynamics 
friction between the fluid flow and the solid cup, 
the flow at the boundary is slower than the main 
body of fluid. This creates a small ‘gap’ between 
the cup and the spinning water. 
 
It is through this ‘gap’ that the hydraulic head 
difference takes advantage. The pressure 
difference makes the fluid flow from the outer 
top of the fluid level, down the ‘gap’ and towards 
the centre of the cup, taking the tea leaves with it.  
This flow then rises up the centre of the cup to 
the top centre, but does not take the tea leaves 
with it because they are too heavy. This results in 
the tea leaves accumulating in the bottom centre 
of the cup.  
 
This principle has been used by Australian 
researchers to develop a technique of separating 
blood components (Biomicrofluidics 
doi:10.1063/1.2409629), as well as in 
understanding atmospheric processes and in beer 
production.   

By MARILYN SAYERS 

For the past five years JCU students have been 
coming to help out in our community doing 
community service work.   

This year 17 willing volunteer students came this 
past weekend to plant more plants in Pioneer Park, 
some quick jobs in the community garden, 
completed a Hands for Earth clean-up of Merredin 
Peak Reserve and watched the sunset at Teresa and 
Ross Smith’s farm who hosted them for the 
night.  And that was only Saturday.  Sunday they 
helped setup and man the Dogs Day Out 
community event and pack down the whole day 
too.  Thanks to all those community people who 
helped host the students.   

John Curtin Uni 
Student Volunteers 
help out again in 
our community 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Wanted 

Positions Vacant 

Thank You 

For Rent 

Public Notices 

Thank you once again to the volunteers who helped 
me with the Daffodil Day street stall held in Merredin 
and to all of you who generously donated to such a 
wonderful cause.  Many thanks.  Audiene McCrae. 

Female Pink & Grey Galah, any age, to befr iend 
male bird.  Call Beth 9041 2446. 

3 x 1 Home, patio, reverse cycle air -con, quiet area. 
$220pw 0448 293 294. 

 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT OFFICER 

Applications from individuals interested in a career in 
local government are invited for the position of Records 
Management Officer. The successful candidate must 
demonstrate good written and verbal skills and well 
developed computer skills.  

Principal roles of the position include indexing, mail 
processing, correspondence control, file and archive 
management. Responsibilities also incorporate retention 
and management of documents, in accordance with the 
Disposal Authority for Local Government Records.  

Potential applicants are encouraged to contact Charlie 
Brown, Executive Manager of Corporate Services for 
further information.  Alternatively, a position description 
is available via our website or by contacting Vanessa 
Green on (08) 9041 1611 or ea@merredin.wa.gov.au.    

Applications including a covering letter, addressing the 
selection criteria and including a detailed CV are to be 
emailed to careers@merredin.wa.gov.au by no later than 
4.00pm, Friday 14 October 2016. 

GREG POWELL 

Chief Executive Officer 

Western Australia’s environment and recyclers are set to 
benefit from a container deposit scheme, announced in 
August by the Premier and Minister for Environment.  

Nationals WA Member for the Agricultural Region, Hon 
Martin Aldridge MLC welcomed the announcement, 
pointing to the obvious environmental benefits.  

“Container deposit schemes across the country have had 
proven success at reducing litter, with South Australia 
enjoying one of the highest recycling rates in Australia,” 
Mr Aldridge said.  

“Bottles and containers account for about 13 per cent of 
WA’s litter, where the same rate in South Australia, with 
their container deposit scheme, is about 2 per cent.”  

“This container deposit scheme will reduce littering and 
incentivise cleaning up our State.”  

The Nationals WA have a standing policy in support of 
container deposit schemes, with the party’s 2013 and 
2015 Conferences calling on the State Government to 
implement such a scheme.  

Mr Aldridge said The Nationals WA would ensure the 
container deposit scheme would make it easier for 
people in regional WA, particularly those living outside 
towns and major centres, to continue recycling and lift 
regional Western Australia’s recycling rate.  

“Given the distances often travelled by people in 
regional WA to secure even basic services, there can be 
big barriers to recycling.”  

“It is also difficult when households, in good faith, 
separate their recycling from general rubbish and it goes 
into landfill anyway.  

“We want to ensure people outside the metropolitan area 
have equal access to this scheme, are able to recycle and 
benefit from cleaning up our State.”  

The container deposit scheme is set to begin in mid-
2018. Under the scheme, consumers will be entitled to a 
10 cent refund on most drink containers when returned to 
a mix of collection depots and reverse vending machines 
across the States parks, beaches and public spaces.  

 Container Deposit Scheme  

For Sale (Over $250) 

2008 Yamaha XJR 1300 38,000kms, full service 
history, new chain and sprockets, rego paid to Dec 2016, 
good tyres $7,000 ono Call 0484 720 872 or 9044 7024 

Winner of the CRC Fathers Day Raffle drawn on 
2nd September was Lyn Biddulph from Narembeen. 

Beautiful farmhouse on 27 acres, 3 x 1, below ground 
swimming pool, polished boards, wrap around 
verandahs.  Well suited for horses with plenty of sheds 
and out buildings.  Scheme water. 28kms from Merredin.  
$400 p/w.  Call 9044 1162 or 0488 081 970. 

Attention spectacle wearers in Merredin.  Trade in 
your old glasses and get $100 off a brand new pair!  Visit 
www.tradeinglasses.com/merredin-glasses for details. 

General 

mailto:ea@merredin.wa.gov.au
mailto:careers@merredin.wa.gov.au
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Golf 

By TREVOR WATERHOUSE 

Matt Morris is the 2016 Club 
Champion of the Merredin Golf 
Club. 

The final round of the 
championships was held on Saturday 
the 3rd of September and after the 
qualifying rounds Matt was our 
champion with rounds of 73, 73, 73 
and 75 for a total of 294. Runner up 
was Brian Gearing with total of 306 
and third was Matt Jacobson with 
387 closely followed by Rob 
Gearing with 393. 

The nett winner with a total of 261 
was Craig Lane. The runner up only 
one shot further back was Shaun 
Avery with a total of 262. Third were 
Alex Manning and Brian Thomson 
with scores of 271 each. 

The final round of the championship 
saw 25 members playing for the 
Gearing family trophy. This year was 
the 29th season that the Gearing 
trophy has been played for. The club 
thanks Brain and Jane and Rob and 

Merredin Golf Club 
Bree for their generous sponsorship 
and may it continue for the next 29 
years. 

The Gross winner of the day with 75 
was Matt Morris from Brian Gearing 
with 76 followed by Rob Gearing 
and Shaun Waterhouse with 78. 

The nett winner of the day was Alex 
Manning with a score of 64 nett from 
Trevor Waterhouse with 67 nett. 

Next year’s winner for the 
prestigious trophy of a toilet seat was 
Glen Riethmuller. 

Novelties for the day were nearest 
the pin on number 4 was Trevor 
Waterhouse, long putt on number 6 
was Brian Gearing, Best 2nd shot on 
number 8 was Matt Jacobson, Best 
2nd shot on number 9 was Nigel 
Bush, Best 3rd shot on number 12 
was Rob Gearing, long drive on 
number 15 was Syd Crees, and 
longest holed shot on number 18 was 
Matt Morris.  

Birdie pool winners were Brian 

Gearing, Rob Gearing and Nino 
Caporaso on hole number 16.   

Saturday the 28th of August on a 
cold, wet and blustery day saw 
members play for the Captains 
reverse mulligan trophy. 

The winner of the day was Lyndsay 
Barker with 35 points from Sharon 
Southall and Angelo Trunfio with 33 
points each. 

From all reports it was a fun day 
with many fine shots being asked to 
be replayed due to the reverse 
mulligan format. 

On Saturday the 10th of September 
the final for the Tom Hunter 
Pennants was held. The format is 
stableford match play. 

The day started in the morning with 
Merredin playing Muntadgin with 
Merredin winning 4 points to nil and 
Nokanning playing Southern Cross 
with Nokanning winning 3 1/2 points 
to 1/2 a point. 

The final was contested in the 
afternoon between Merredin and 
Nokanning. Merredin won the final 

Lawn Bowls 

By PETER GERRAND 

The Merredin Club is a facility that 
is available   to all community 
members from Merredin and 
surrounding districts. The Club has 
members from all walks of life and 
all ages from juniors to seniors. 

It is a private club that is owned by 
the members themselves.  We have 
no affiliation with the Shire, other 
Government bodies or  corporate 
identities. 

Male, female and junior 
Memberships are presently on offer.   

Memberships cost $100 for a full 
member and $50 for a social 
member.  

Although primarily a bowling club, 
the Merredin Club offers an 
attractive alternative for bowlers and 
non-bowlers alike. 

Benefits of being a Club Member 

Apart from being a quiet place to 
enjoy a drink or two with friends in 
pleasant surroundings, the Merredin 
Club offers members a family 
friendly venue, where you can bring 
the kids to play in a safe 
environment. Our Kids Corner has 
TV, Videos, Video Games and toys 
that they can enjoy while Mum and 
Dad can have a quiet drink. 

Friday nights are always popular at 

The Merredin Club 
the Club with Hayley's Restaurant 
serving delicious meals  at very 
reasonable prices with the  footy on 
the big screen in season or  or  a game 
of bowls under the lights on a warm 
summer evening. 

We endeavor to keep our bar prices as 
low as we can which means a great 
night out doesn’t need to break the 
budget. 

Function Centre 

The Club offers a fully equipped 
function centre that can cater for up to 
250 people in a variety of functions 
from birthday parties to weddings and 
corporate events.  

We have two large function areas with 
a dance floor as well as our main bar 
area. The Club boasts a modern, fully 
equipped kitchen that can provide 
meals for up to 150 diners. 

Our kitchen is available to those who 
wish to self-cater their own meals at 
functions or we can provide full 
catering for functions if required. 

The Club offers full use of all 
clubhouse facilities usually on a free 
of charge basis to (full) members.  
Members can have parties, weddings, 
birthdays, anniversaries etc all at no 
charge. The savings are considerable 
especially when, if you use our bar 
facilities, the costs are at least as cheap 
as any venue in town. 

 Pool, darts and a variety of other 
activities are available to all members. 
We have an active darts club that plays 
on Tuesday nights during the darts 
season. 

We  offer our rooms and facilities to 
all other Clubs to use as a venue for 

club meetings and functions.  This is 
usually at no charge. 

Call Vicki Musca on 04389 32676 for  
bookings. 

Our main function at the Club is as a 
bowling club but if you don’t play 
bowls there are many reasons why a 
membership at The Club can be a 
worthwhile investment. 

Corporate Memberships 

The Club offers Corporate 
Membership to business. 

A Corporate Membership gives your 
company the opportunity to have 
somewhere to host corporate functions 
as well as the opportunity for all your 
staff to enjoy a game of bowls on 
some of the best grass greens in the 
Wheatbelt. 

Bowls 

The Club has a proud history in 
bowling. 

At present we field teams in the South 
Eastern Bowling League Pennants 
Competition. This League involves 
teams from Corrigin, Narembeen, 
Bruce Rock, Southern Cross,  
Westonia and Merredin. During bowls 
season we play games at all those 
venues and at home. Members of our 
bowling teams have a great 
camaraderie with all other bowlers in 
our district and we greatly enjoy our 
visits to their towns. 

By MARGARET JOHNSTON 

Sunday September 18th will be the 
final afternoon of Winter 
Scroungers, and we hope there will 
be a good turn up for a great 
afternoon of Bowls, names in by 
1.15pm. 

Over the past few weeks the 
weather has been rather 
unpredictable, but it has not 
deterred some players. 

On Sunday 14th August the overall 
winner was Jed Shepherd with the 
Rink Winners being Bill Madigan, 
John Henderson and John Gearing.  
On Sunday September 4th the 
overall winner was Barry Smith 
and Rink Winners being Alan 
Wolfenden and John Gearing and 
Chocolate Winner being Thelma 
Motzel. 

On Sunday September 11th, the 
overall winner was Alan 
Wolfenden with Rink Winners 
being Bill Madigan and Darren 
Postans and the Chocolate Winner 
being Barry Smith. 

The Opening Day for the 2016-
2017 Summer Bowls Season will 
be Sunday October 2nd, names in 
by 1.30pm.  The players will be 
playing for the Patrons Eddy 
Johnston’s Trophy. 

Civic Bowling 
Club 

by winning 3 matches and losing 1. 
The winning team consisted of Brian 
Gearing, Rob Gearing, Graham 
Motzel and Justin Watts. 

The winner of the individual Tom 
Hunter Memorial Trophy was Brian 
Waterhouse from the Nokanning 
Golf Club; Runner up was Steve 
Wilson also from the Nokanning 
Golf Club and third was Shaun Crees 
from the Westonia Golf Club. 

On Sunday the 11th September 
members played a stableford 
competition. The winner of the day 
was Brian Gearing on a countback 
from Darren O’Neill with 37 points. 

Novelties for the day on hole number 
4 nearest the pin was Gam Alvaro, 
hole number 8 Longest putt was 
Justin Watts, Nearest the pin on hole 
number 16 was Boomer and longest 
hole on number 18 was also Brian 
Gearing. Birdie pool winners were 
Glen Crees and Justin Watts for hole 
number 7. 

Saturday the 17th of September is a 
Stableford competition for the Syd 
Crees patron’s Trophy. Names in by 
11.30am for a 12 noon hit off. 
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Golf 

Who am I? 
If you think you know who this 
article is about, email the CRC at 
administration@merredincrc.com 
for your chance to win a prize valued 
at $60. 

Born September 1955. 

1960 - Start school at Gnowangerup 
Junior High School for ten years. 

Represented school in Football, 
Cricket in high school.  

Represented school at athletics 
throughout school life, competing in 
sprinting 100 yards, 220 yards, 440 
yards and starting position for the 
4x100 relay in my age group each 
year either winning or finishing 
second in the individual events.  Also 
completed in long jump usually 
finishing second or third, also the 
team events at athletics. 

1964 - at 9 years of age I started 
playing junior hockey, then went to 
football at 10.  In 1965 I started 
junior football. The following years 
went through the age groups 12’s, 
14’s and 16’s. 

1966 - City side Redcliffe under 12’s 
visit, played fullback and I received 
Best on Ground trophy. 

1967 - still only 12 years old and 
started playing C grade football, 
under 18’s.  

1971 - Final year in the under 18’s 
playing in a back pocket, the team 
won the grand final after the siren by 
three points.  

1972 - Due to the age group 
dropping to 17 1/2 the next season, I 
started playing senior footy at 16.   

At 14 I started playing Sunday social 
tennis.  

1972 - In October I joined the Army 
and spent six years at Puckapunyal, 
Victoria. 

1973 - whilst in the Army I started to 
train for the forthcoming football 
season with Avenel, a civilian team 
not far from Pucka, only to injure my 
left shoulder in a training mishap at 
the Regiments (Army) football 

training.  

1974 - Started training for football 
again, this time at the Seymour 
Football Club.  I ended up playing 
for them for 15 years and amassed 
205 games.   

1981 - I managed to finish tenth in 
the Goulbourn Valley Football 
Leagues “Abikhaar Medal” and fifth 
in the club Best and Fairest. Umpires 
liked me better than the clubs vote 
givers. 

1975 - During an Army game I  
fractured the thumb scaphoid bone in 
my right wrist and presented to the 
army medical personnel the next day.  
They said it was just a sprained wrist 
and to come back when it really 
hurts.  I did two years later for them 
to x-ray it and find the bone was 
broken during all this time. I had 
played many games of footy, many 
games of cricket as a wicket keeper, 
played a few rounds of golf and few 
Sunday social tennis games and also 
played basketball and I am right 
handed. As Seymour was about to 
play in the finals I opted to have the 
operation after them, sadly the Royal 
Australian Airforce surgeons did not 
repair it well and I was to have 
another operation in 1984 which 
again sadly was a failure.  To this 
present day the bone has never 
mended and a Perth Surgeon who 
looked at it a couple of years ago 
said he had never seen a wrist that 
bad, he was astonished to hear I had 
been playing all these sports with it. 
It is still broken to this day. 

During those 15 years I was a 
member of four premierships for 
Seymour, one of those as Premiers 
and Champions. During the summer 
time whilst still in the Army at 
Puckapunyal and later as a civilian 
after my Army time had finished, I 
played cricket with Eastern Hill 
Cricket Club, one of three cricket 
clubs in Seymour, Victoria where I 
played “A”, “B” and “C” grades.  I 
was Vice Captain in the Inaugural 
“C” Grade Premiership team after 
only just qualifying in fourth spot?  

When I retired from Football, I 

moved to Caulfield, a suburb in 
Melbourne (in fact across the road 
was the Caulfield Race course) were 
I played cricket for Southside 
Cricket Club team in Caulfield, to 
find they needed a wicket keeper and 
another premiership in the clubs 
Seconds who played in “E” Grade in 
the City of Moorabbin Cricket 
Association which at the time was 
the biggest Cricket Association in 
Australia going right down to “K” 
Grade. Here I also played for the 
firsts who were in “B” Grade. In the 
Premiership year in the Seconds and 
two year later in the firsts I was 
voted best fielder each time.  

For three seasons I umpired 45 
reserve grade games in the Victorian 
Amateur Football Association In the 
‘90’s. 

I started working seasonally here in 
W.A. but going back to Seymour to 
play golf were in 1991 I was the “D” 
grade champion winning the clubs 
“18”, “36”, “52” hole Net’s and 
missing by one shot to win the “72” 
hole net award for all grades in the 
Championships. During this time I 
also won back to back golden putters 
and was runner-up going for a three 
peat.  I also Captained the Golf 
Clubs Handicap Pennant team 
gaining runners up for two seasons 
and eventually got my handicap 
down to 16, before I started playing 
on the local Country Courses here in 
W.A. Grass course’s for me. 

1977 and 1978 I coached the 
Seymour U’15’s to runner-up both 
years. 

1986 - I was asked to coach the 
Seymour U’16’s.  Struggling to get a 
team on the ground each week, 
sometimes only 14 to 15 players 
available and still managed to finish 
fourth. 

In between those years I umpired the 
Under 15’s and 16’s. 

I have had a variety of jobs over the 
years such as Night shift Taxi 
Driver, Milk delivery driver working 
at night, truly very interesting jobs 
around Melbourne, Forklift driver at 
Nissan Motor Factory, Groundsman/

Merredin Golf Club ‘Open House’  

Maintenance at a Catholic Boy’s 
College, Melbourne. One end of 
year, year 12 Boy’s had “Ronald 
McDonald” on the third floor roof. 
Built roads, worked for farmers.  I 
have had a go at many different jobs 
some good and some not so good. 

Well strangely enough you all see 
me at many hockey and football 
games, and some games of cricket, 
some of you, have on many 
occasions found time to make smart 
alek remarks about what I am doing 
at these events, one day when you 
realise that you would like something 
of what I do to place on your wall at 
home to show your Grand Children 
you actually did do the things you 
tell them about yourselves, as for me 
I have the video of my 200th game of 
Footy.  Every event I attend you all 
rave on about your sporting triumphs 
you may have achieved on that 
particular day and previous years and 
that’s good. I personally love to hear 
what you all have achieved. But you 
never ever ask myself to know what I 
may have achieved, The main reason 
I attend all these games is it “KEEPS 
ME ALIVE”. 

I have suffered from severe 
depression for many reasons and 
high on the list is the remarks that 
people have made over the years and 
think it’s funny, all you see is an 
overweight individual who was once 
a fit 80 kilo’s when playing sport. 
People like me with depression don’t 
mind a joke from time to time, we 
definitely don’t like you thinking it is 
alright for you to make us the joke; 
we have a lot of challenges trying to 
stay alive. 

I have written this because you all 
say to a good mate of mine that mate 
of yours speaks like he’s played 
heaps of sport, well for once you 
would be right, I have played a lot of 
sport and different sports at that. 

One should never judge a book by 
it’s cover. 

Who could I be? 

Email your answer (both nickname 
and full name) to 
administration@merredincrc.com 

By MATT MORRIS 

On Wednesday the 7th of September, 
Merredin Golf Club hosted an ‘Open 
House’ to encourage new players 
‘Young and Old’ to the game of golf 
and to show case the course and 
facilities we all enjoy here in 
Merredin 

Members Rob, Brian, Matt and 
Captain Justin were joined by Golf 
WA’s Junior & Women’s Golf 
Development Officer, Billie May 
who welcomed 25 juniors for some 
instruction and fun!  

Billie who started her golfing career 
right here in Merredin a few years 
back had the kids engaged and 

having fun with some drills and 
activities to test hand eye skill with 
full swings, chipping and putting 
keeping the kids busy for a good 1 ½ 
hours even though the weather was a 
bit chilly! 

With most winter sports winding up 
and the Junior golfing season still 
fully active please come down if you 
or your children have any interest in 
trying a new sport, we would love to 
have a few more along.  

Short season memberships available 
for $30 or come along for $10 per 
week. All equipment provided and 
course is in great condition 

Dates coming up are…  

Sunday 18th September – 9am – 
11am 

Sunday 25th September – 9am – 
11am 

Sunday 2nd October – School 
Holiday Bye 

Sunday 9th October – School Holiday 
Bye 

Sunday 16th October – 9am – 11am 

Sunday 23rd October – 9am – 11am 

Sunday 30th October – 9am – 11am 

 

For more details contact:  

Matt Morris 0429 162 399 

Brian Thomson 0424 655 069 
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Netball 

GRAND FINAL  

RESULTS 
 

3rd September 2016 

Junior B 

Jets (30) def Karni (27) 

Fairest & Best Trenaya Lawrence 

Junior A 

Gems (39) def Jets (22) 

Fairest & Best Shayley Hendricks 

A2 

Blues (49) def Pulse (31)  

Fairest & Best 

Kelsey Adamson 

A1 

Blues (42) def Titans (31) 

Fairest & Best 

Nicole Newton Junior A Premiers - Gems Netball Club 

A2 MVP for Grandfinal, Kelsey Adamson, 
Blues Netball Club 

Football 
Eastern Districts Football Grand Final Results 

 
League   
 
Kulin-Kondinin  12.11  (83) 
Bruce Rock   10.14  (74) 
 
Reserves  
 
Burracoppin   9.16  (70) 
Kulin-Kondinin    6.8  (44) 

A1 Premiers - Blues: Megan Beard, Alyce Rogerson, Kirsty Jarvis, Kelsey Osborne, Erica 
Carlson, Kristy Cooper, Ashlynn Osborne, Nicole Newton and Lana Drakeford. 

A2 Premiers - Blues: Hannah Gardiner, 
Monique Ludke, Kristy Ashwin, Christine 

Johnston, Kelsey Adamson, Angela 
Drakeford, Natasha Lupton, Kelly Robins, 

Heather Jardine, Sarah Drakeford 

A1 MVP in Grandfinal Nicole Newton, 
Blues Netball Club with Tracy Berryman 

representing Dimensions Cafe 

Jnr A MVP for Grandfinal, Shayley 
Hendriks, Gems Netball Club 

Junior B Premiers - Jets: Ella de Lacy, Hannah Hutchings, Cassey Penny, Trenaya 
Lawrence, Tahlia Lawrence, Lauren Settineri, Kelsey Middleton and Harlie Corlett 
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Hockey 

By MEG GETHIN 

The Merredin Womens Hockey Club 
have a shiny new gold medallion in their 
possession after winning the 2016 East 
Avon Womens Hockey Association 
(EAWHA) grand final against 
Quairading on Saturday 10th September 
in Merredin.  It tops off a golden year for 
the club who claimed the EAWHA 
Lightning Carnival trophy, the minor 
premiership as well as back to back 
premierships this year.  The nerves were 
still high though because despite only 
losing three games this year, two of them 
were to Quairading.  Losing 1-0 to 
Quairading in the semi final propelled 
Merredin into a sudden death 
preliminary final against Tammin.  

Merredin rediscovered its winning 
formula and dispatched Tammin 4-2 and 
scored a re-match with Quairading for 
the grand final. 

Quairading won the toss and elected to 
take the centre pass but it was Merredin 
who looked like the aggressors early on 
when they were awarded the first short 
corner of the match.  Jessica Wallace did 
a solid push to the top of the circle where 
it was trapped by Michaela Thorn and 
sent goalward by Maxine Christie with a 
superb drag flick goal.  Buoyed by the 
thrilling start, Merredin’s midfield 
engine room continued to work the ball 
through the centre to the waiting 
forwards out wide.  Merredin had more 
short corner opportunities but 
unfortunately Quairading player Deanna 
Hathaway was injured with a ball to the 
face during one of these short corners 
and was taken to hospital with a 

Merredin Hockey suspected broken nose or cheekbone.  
The clearly shaken Quairading defence 
were immediately under pressure again 
when Merredin’s lightning quick centre 
forward Mikaela McCall did a terrific 
pass to Janelle Millar who scored 
Merredin’s second goal. 

Merredin’s optimism was high at the half 
time break with a solid 2-0 lead but 
Quairading showed they were still a 
formidable opponent when Sarah 
Fotheringhame converted a short corner 
into a goal within the first two minutes of 
the second half.  Merredin never doubted 
its game plan however and wasn’t 
content to just protect their 2-1 lead.  
Maxine Christie converted another short 
corner with a drag flick goal which gave 
the home team more breathing space.  It 
wasn’t all about the attackers though 
with Merredin’s defenders doing their 
best to shut EAWHA’s Highest Goal 
Scorer Sarah Fotheringhame down and 
Merredin goalie Rebecca Hutton did an 
outstanding save lying in front of the 
goal and batting a ball away with her left 
glove.  Backliners Jessica Wallace and 
Nicola Lane were steadfast and confident 
in their clearing hits and Seona Main 
stood her ground despite some physical 

The winning team  

Merredin Captain Maxine Christie & 
Assistant Coach Chesney Maloney 

holding the premiership cup and shield 

Goalie Rebecca Hutton congratulating 
her daughter Riley on her Best On Ground 

medal  

Merredin players who have played in all 
four of Merredin's premierships- Janelle 
Millar, Maxine Christie and Nicola Lane 

tussles.  Merredin’s fourth and final goal 
came from the stick of Jamie Arthur who 
capitalised on some scrabbly play in 
front of goal.  Special mention must be 
made of Quairading’s goalie Lisa 
Newick who made crucial saves and 
stopped the score line blowing out any 
further.   

Merredin were emphatic 4-1 winners and 
the Best on Ground votes from the 
umpires went to Merredin’s Riley Hutton 
for outstanding skill and speed on the 
forward flank and demonstrated why she 
has been chosen by Hockey WA to be 
part of their 2016-17 Talent Acceleration 
Program (TAP) squad.  This was 
Merredin’s fourth premiership (2009, 
2012, 2015, 2016) but the second for 
coach Vaughan Smith and first for new 
assistant coach Chesney Maloney.  
Merredin would like to thank its 
supporters and sponsors for this season:  
Two Dogs Home Hardware, Sportspower 
Merredin, Merredin Supa IGA, Merredin 
French Hot Bread, Hon Mia Davies 
MLA, Nextra Newsagency and 
Bankwest.   


