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Gala night fun

By LEE
Merredin

HOLBEN—Shire

of

What a fantastic Gala night. Many of
the local residents took advantage of
the perfect weather throughout the
evening. It was wonderful to see
many families sitting on the lawn
area, in the local eating houses
enjoying a casual tea, catching up
with family and friends, doing some
last minutes Christmas shopping and
taking advantage of the many
activities that were available.
The petting zoo was the most
popular spot of all – who could resist
the young alpacas, emus, chickens
and rabbits to name a few.
The Men’s Shed members were kept
busy driving the little train around
the main street filled with young
smiling faces some accompanied by
Mum, Dad, big brother or sister and

doting Grandparents.
With the number of painted faces
wandering around holding balloon
creatures it was obvious that both of
these activities were also very
popular with both young and old.
Thank you to the young elves who
handed out Rudy badges, stickers
and balloons, it was amazing to look
down the street and see so many
happy smiling yellow balloons faces
bobbing down the street.

It seemed to get dark very quickly,
one minute it was light and next staff
were scrambling to get the borrowed
lighting towers up and running.
Many thanks to CBH and the SES
for the loan of the towers, it did
make a difference but still an
ongoing issue that requires a better
solution before the 2017 Gala night.
A number of residents received
prizes from competitions that they

had entered; Best dressed, Find Rudy
and the six mischievous elves. Many
thanks to Merredin Chicken Treat for
contributions toward the prizes.
The introduction of the parade was a
great success with many children
wanting to be part of it – It was led
by one of the local police vehicles –
continued on page 6.
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Community
Calendar

Every Saturday—Tammin Market Day—Pumma
Tammin Roadhouse—9am –1pm call Glenice
Batchelor 0428 371 221 for more info.
Sunday 1st January 2017
Merredin Churches Fraternal Mass—Uniting
Church, 8 Fifth Street, Merredin, 9am.

Sunday 8th January 2017
Merredin Churches Fraternal Mass—All Saints
Anglican Church, cnr South Ave & Haig Road,
Merredin, 9am.

Church
Services
All Saints Anglican Church
Corner of Haig Road & South Avenue, 1st, 2nd & 3rd
Sunday Eucharist 9am. Christmas Eucharist Service
10am Saturday 24th December.
Su Riley paradmin@westnet.com.au
Church of Christ
Throssell Road, 10am Sunday Worship and Sunday
School Ph 0408 484 711
Merredin Churches Fraternal
PO Box 463, Merredin,
Malcolm Clark 9041 5215

Regular Events—some regular events may be
cancelled during the Christmas/New Year break.
Please contact the group for confirmation.

Merredin United in Prayer
Cornerstone Christian Bookshop
7pm last Thursday of the Month

0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for
0—4 year olds. Contact Emma Fitzsimons on
9041 0962 or efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au

People’s Baptist Church
Kellerberrin, 10am Sunday Worship
Ph 0435 284 796

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until
9.30pm at the Masonic Lodge in Coronation St.
First night is free. Beginners to advanced. Call
Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see Sue at the Chemist
or Lyn at the Post Office.

Revolution Youth
Church of Christ, Throssell Road
Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms)
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167

Camera Club—Photos due in 10 days prior
(Sunday). dainasutherland@bigpond.com
Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on
0411 984 123 for more info.
Merredin Community Singers—All levels
welcome. Monday nights 7.00pm at the Senior’s
Centre.
Merredin Museum & Historical Society—Meets
first Wednesday each month, 5.00pm at Railway
Museum. All Welcome.

Roman Catholic Church
South Avenue, 6.30pm Saturday, 11am Sunday,
Father Zygmunt Smigowski
Ph 9041 1118
Seventh-day Adventist Church
Kitchener Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship,
Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 3056
Uniting Church
Fifth Street, 9am Sunday Service
Ph 0457 329 850

Merredin Rifle Club—1st and 3rd Sunday of the
month. 9am—12noon. Call Stephen for more
info on 0428 412 213.

Seniors Centre Craft Group—Wednesday
mornings 9.30—11.30, bring your own crafts or
just come for a chat.
Seniors Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday
morning 10.00—11.30am at the Seniors Centre.
Free. All welcome.
Seniors Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00 at
the Seniors Centre. Afternoon tea to follow.
Free.
Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the
Merredin Library, for children up to 5 years old.
Tales of Times Past—All welcome to tell their
stories or just listen. Mondays 10.00am—
11.30am, starting with morning tea. Senior’s
Centre. $1.
Tribal Belly Dancing—classes will resume
January 2017. New beginner classes starting

There were two properties each side of a
local road. One farmer had dairy cows
grazing in a paddock, the other farmer’s
house was close to the road. Early one
Sunday morning, the second farmer (who
slept on his front verandah) was having a
“lie-in”. He woke to the sound of a car
engine and saw a vehicle towing a caravan
pull in opposite.
As the man watched, the driver got out of
his car, went to his caravan and returned
with a lidded billy can. He jumped the fence
near the cows and calmly walked up to the
one which stood still. He then proceeded to
milk that cow into his container. When it
was full he sent back to his van, deposited
the billy can, got into his car and drove
away.
When he was told of the incident, the owner
of the cows asked why the other man had
not said or done anything. He replied, “I
was too stunned to do anything”.

Library Musings
Are you bored these holidays? Not interested in
any of the activities on offer?
How about
borrowing something from the Merredin Regional
Library.
Maybe you have been thinking of making some
improvements around the house. How about trying
“How to clean just about everything” by Jeff
Bredenberg. This one even includes how to clean
and store those Christmas decorations properly to
ensure they will be “sparkling, dust free and ready
to hang next year”. How about getting suntan
lotion off clothing, or maybe tar off shoes. All will
be revealed.
Maybe “A guide to creating Dog Portraits” by Kim
Styles is more your style. This looks at many ways
to create these portraits including pastels, pencils,
freehand sketching, tracing and using a tablet app.
Immortalise your other family member on paper.

Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30
during the school term at Throssel Road,
opposite the pool. Contact Daina on 0409 089
252.
Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 12
noon, Shed Restaurant unless otherwise advised,
contact Julie Townrow 0429 411 377 or email
julietownrow@westnet.com.au

Tales of the Past

Fortnightly
Merredin Community Resource Centre
110 Barrack Street, Merredin
Ph: 9041 1041 Fax: 9041 1042
Deadlines
(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE)
Articles: 5pm Wednesday
Advertising: Booking 5pm Thursday
Copy finalised 11am Friday
Classifieds: 10am Monday
Contacts:
Content—Kirsty Rochford 9041 1041
administration@merredincrc.com
Advertising— Corey Tucker 9041 1041
marketing@merredincrc.com
Upcoming Editions
6th & 20th January
3rd & 17th February
Available as an online subscription,
www.merredincrc.com

Maybe “Fun Science: a guide to life, the universe
and why science is so awesome” by Charlie
McDonnell, tickles your fancy more. Learn more
about the universe, the solar system, the Earth, life,
the body, the brain and much more. There’s even
facts like “according to researchers behind
something called the Belly Button Biodiversity
project, we have around 2,368 different strains of
bacteria in our belly button! More of a reason not
to stick your finger in there…who knows what
could bit it.”
Did you enjoy Harry Potter? Have you read “Harry
Potter and the cursed child: parts one and two” yet?
The library has a copy available for loan. Find out
what happens to Harry’s youngest son Albus (yes
the one named after 2 headmasters of Hogwarts).

Did you see the movie “the dressmaker”? Try
reading the book by Rosalie Ham instead and see
how they compare. Or how about reading “The
hive construct” by Alexander Maskill, a book about
a modern plague – a computer virus.
All this and much more is available at the Merredin
Regional Library. Remember, if we don’t have
what you are after, maybe we can borrow the item
from one of the other 234 public libraries in WA.
You won’t know until you ask.
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Lady Godiva
By MEG GETHIN
The Merredin Repertory Club (MRC)
celebrated ten years of entertaining the
community of Merredin with another
crowd pleaser- Judith Prior’s “Lady
Godiva”. Over 440 people attended the
play held over seven performances. The
cast even managed to perform the play
in the semi darkness with the help of the
emergency lighting during a long power
outage on the second Friday night.
The play was based on the legend of
Lady Godiva who in 1012 reportedly
rode naked on a horse through the
streets of Coventry to force her husband
to lower the taxes on the downtrodden
peasants. The ever talented Sue Crook
played the title role in this version and
showed that Lady Godiva was strong in
her convictions. To Sue’s (and her
family’s) great relief, she was permitted
to remain clothed for the production
when the script cleverly revealed that
Lady Godiva actually rode through the
streets of Coventry on a horse called
“Naked” instead. Her husband Lord
Leofric was played by Clayton Murray
who has certainly played some powerful
and interesting characters in his time.
Grant Stainer was very amusing as
Leofric and Godiva’s sensitive and
naive son Simon and Kaylee Horne was
a feisty Lady Jennifer. Mal Harper
might be the elder statesman of the
troupe but he never fails to provide the
audience with a laugh and Nicki Horne
looked like she enjoyed the double
entendres spoken by her character the
oversexed governess Maria.

Director Louise French (who has
directed five plays for the MRC) said
that it was an enjoyable experience
especially because the play had such a
strong chorus to back up the main
actors. Punters enjoyed the variety of
songs including the haunting duet sung
by Casey Atkinson and Tnaya Withers
based on the song “Scarborough Fair”
that was jaw droppingly good.
Following the final performance, MRC
President Greg Shea took to the stage to
explain that it was the club’s tenth
anniversary since re-forming in 2006
and to commemorate the occasion they
wished to bestow life membership on a
long serving and very talented club
member. Musical Director and pianist
Caryn Adamson was shocked to hear
her own name read out but she has been
responsible for the music in all ten of
the club’s musicals and was indeed a
very worthy recipient.
The Merredin Repertory Club also
wishes to acknowledge the fantastic
relationship between the group and the
current management of the Cummins
Theatre (Emma & Ben Davis) who
value the group’s efforts to continue to
provide amateur dramatics to the
Merredin community.
The group is already planning the
productions for its 2017 season.
Anyone wishing to join the group can
contact Club Secretary Gemma Romeo
on 0438814339 or check out our
Facebook page.

Above: Lord Leofric (Clayton Murray) and
Friar (Mal Harper).
Right: Lady Godiva (Sue Crook) and her
lady in waiting Patience (Teghan Horne).
Below: The cast of Lady Godiva.
Photos courtesy of Grant Stainer.
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Court Report

6th & 7th December 2016
Sarah Cartwright was convicted of
driving with a prescribed illicit drug
in oral fluid or blood, fined $400,
ordered to pay costs of $188, and an
annual fee of $165.
Bradley Conduit plead guilty to
possessing drug paraphernalia in or
on which there was a prohibited drug
or plant, fined $200 and ordered to
pay costs of $188.
Tony Dunkin plead guilty to
exceeding 0.08g of alcohol per
100ml of blood, fined $650, ordered
to pay costs of $188 and had his
licence suspended for 8 months.
Brett Griffiths was found guilty of a
breach of bail conditions, fined $500
and ordered to pay costs of $98.50.
Joseph Hale was convicted of
possessing a prohibited drug
(Methylamphetamine), fined $350
and ordered to pay costs of $188.

$188.
Rheanne Hayden was convicted of
disorderly behaviour in public, fined
$750 and ordered to pay costs of
$188.
Thomas Hayden plead guilty to
driving a motor vehicle under the
influence of alcohol, fined $900,
ordered to pay costs of $188 and had
his licence suspended for 10 months.
Davidson Hnatyszyn was convicted
of burglary and committing an
offence in a dwelling, 4 counts of
criminal damage or destruction of
property and 5 counts of being a
person who breaches CRO or
community order without reasonable
excuse, received a community based
order continued, fined $400 and
ordered to pay costs of $188.

Ahmad Hamdan was convicted of
exceeding the speed limit in a speed
zone, fined $1,000 and ordered to
pay costs of $188.

Irene Jetta was convicted of
disorderly behaviour in public, fined
$750 and ordered to pay costs of
$188, and was also convicted of
disorderly behaviour in a police
station or lockup, fined $600 and
ordered to pay costs of $188.

Carolyn Hansen was found guilty of
common assault, fined $600 and
ordered to pay costs of $188, she was
also found guilty of stealing and
fined $500.

Jayden Jetta was found guilty of
criminal damage or destruction of
property, fined $500, ordered to pay
costs of $98.50 and ordered to pay
compensation of $150.

Danita Hayden plead guilty to
disorderly behaviour in public, fined
$750 and ordered to pay costs of

Bradley Morrell plead guilty to
having no authority to drive (fines

suspended), fined $200 and
ordered to pay costs of $188,
plead guilty to using an
unlicensed vehicle on a road,
fined $250 and ordered to pay a
half annual licence fee of
$108.10, and plead guilty to
second count of using an
unlicensed vehicle on a road,
fined $100 and ordered to pay a
half annual licence fee of $13.55.
Tamara Morrison was convicted
of disorderly behaviour in public
and fined $750, and convicted of
assaulting an ambulance officer,
received an intensive supervision
order of 12 months, and ordered
to pay costs of $88.50.
Michael Nagy was convicted of
having no authority to drive—
suspended (other than fines
suspension), fined $400, ordered
to pay costs of $188 and had his
licence suspended for a further 9
months.
Shakera Oakley was convicted of
disorderly behaviour in public,
fined $600 and ordered to pay
costs of $188.
Mathew Perrett plead guilty to
exceeding 0.08g of alcohol per
100ml of blood, had his licence
suspended for 7 months, fined
$550 and ordered to pay costs of
$188.
Andrew Reiling plead guilty to
possessing a prohibited drug
(Methylamphetamine), fined $350
and ordered to pay costs of $188.
Jack Rika was convicted of
refusing a preliminary breath test,
fined $300 and ordered to pay
costs of $188, convicted of failing
to provide a sample of breath for
breath analysis, fined $900 and
ordered to pay costs of $188 and
had his licence suspended for 10
months, and convicted of having
no authority to drive—suspended
due to a disqualification notice,
fined $400, ordered to pay costs
of $188 and had his licence
suspended for 9 months.
Kayleen Riley was convicted of
disorderly behaviour in public,
fined $600 and ordered to pay
cost of $188.
Rodney Sinclair plead guilty to
exceeding 0.08g of alcohol per
100ml of blood, had his licence

suspended for 17 months, fined
$1200 and ordered to pay costs of
$188.
Mitchell Smith was found guilty of 2
counts of burglary and committing
an offence in a dwelling, convicted
of wilfully & unlawfully destroying
or damaging any property and
convicted of 2 counts of criminal
damage or destruction of property,
received an 11 month suspended
imprisonment order suspended for 12
months, an intensive supervision
order of 12 months and ordered to
pay costs of $98.50.
Jason Taylor was convicted of
possessing a prohibited drug
(Cannabis), fined $250 and ordered
to pay costs of $188, convicted of
possessing drug paraphernalia in or
on which there was a prohibited drug
or plant and fined $200, convicted of
possessing a prohibited drug
(Amphetamine), fined $350, and
convicted of possessing drug
paraphernalia in or on which there
was a prohibited drug or plant and
fined $250.
Steevi-Lee Thomas was found guilty
of stealing, fined $500 and ordered
to pay costs of $188, and also found
guilty of disorderly behaviour in
public, fined $600 and ordered to
pay costs of $188.
Melinda Utting was convicted of
damaging property, fined $650,
ordered to pay costs of $169.10 and
ordered to pay compensation of
$259.73.
Matthew Walker was convicted of
reckless driving (dangerous to public
or any person), fined $750, ordered
to pay costs of $221.60 and had his
licence suspended for 12 months.
Tracy Warmdean plead guilty to
possessing a prohibited drug
(Cannabis), fined $250 and ordered
to pay costs of $188, and plead guilty
to possessing drug paraphernalia in
or on which there was a prohibited
drug or plant and fined $200.
Tamika Woods was convicted of
disorderly behaviour in public, fined
$750 and ordered to pay costs of
$188.
Robert Yates was found guilty of
criminal damage or destruction of
property, fined $450, ordered to pay
costs of $88.50 and ordered to pay
compensation of $221.10.

Closure notice
The Merredin Centrelink
agency will be closed between
the 24th of December 2016
and the 2nd of January 2017.
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Letter to the Editor

Police Report
By Senior
CROOK

Sergeant

SHANE

School holidays are now upon us
and with the Christmas New Year
period there is an increase in people
using the roads to go on a holiday.
To help keep the roads safe and
make sure all users reach their
destination Merredin Police will be
part of a traffic campaign that
commences
on
Friday
23
December 2016 and finishes on
Sunday 8 January 2017.
The following traffic offences will
be subject to double demerits for
the same period:
 Drink and drug driving
 Speeding

 Failing to wear a seat belt and
child restraint
 Running a red light
 Illegal use of a mobile phone
while driving

If you value your safety, that of
your family, other people and your
license do the right thing.
If you have any information in
relation to property or drug
offences you can call us direct on
9041 1322 or Crime Stoppers on
1800 333 000.
Merredin Police will be working to
keep the community safe over the
holidays so from all of us here have
a Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year.

My Thoughts
By GLORIA BANKS
In recent months I have travelled
frequently on the Prospector and
met many interesting people. One
couple (not so young) stand out.
They
were
from
London,
travelling around on push bikes.
They had visited Wave Rock on
their bikes and were travelling on
the Prospector with the pushbikes
secured.
They were extremely impressed
on their visit to the Merredin
Railway Museum. I was touched
as the museum is close to my
heart. I was able to tell them
about how the railway station was
saved from demolition. In 1970 a
small group dedicated to “Save the
Merredin
Railway
Station
Buildings” from being demolished
was formed.
There were
difficulties regarding the land
being owned by the Railways.
The committee were persistent and
The Merredin Shire Council held a
referendum in 1974 “Do you
favour the retention of the old
Merredin
railway
station
buildings”. The result was close
and after a re-count the answer
was yes by two votes. Many from
the original committee have since
moved away or passed away. It
was full steam ahead and Joe told
me how he and John Rutherford
demolished the ceiling in the
parcels office with asbestos falling
all around! They mysteriously
removed the pigeon problem. The
station museum was officially
opened on the 1st April 1978.
Recent years has seen many new

Christmas Hamper
Thank You
I would like to take this
opportunity
to
thank
IGA
Management, IGA Staff, Target
Staff and YOU – members of the
Merredin Community – for
tremendous support for the
Christmas Hamper Packing this
year.
Each Christmas the Merredin
Churches’ Fraternal hosts this
feature and in 2016 it was my turn
to organise the event. We packed
26 boxes of food and gifts all of
which were the result of donations
of money, food, gifts and time.
On
Wednesday
morning,
December 14th, we met at 8:30 am
and began sorting food, wrapping
gifts, and packing. Most of the
hampers were delivered by 3:30
pm thanks to hard working people.
Because some folk were not at
home several hampers were not
delivered on Thursday, but all are
now out.
We wish the recipients and you,
the donors, a safe, healthy and
blessed Christmas and New
Year. Thankyou.
Esther Robartson

Gloria Banks

committees working to improve
the displays and grounds of the
museum. The latest achievement
after many years has been to have
plans for an undercover area to
protect the rolling stock for the
future passed. With support from
the
Merredin
Shire
and
applications for funding passed,
the project will go ahead.
I
believe that “Nothing worthwhile
is achieved without effort.”
We see an article such as a swing
chair seat set up in a shop and on
purchasing one, horrors, we have
it delivered in boxes and have the
job of putting it together. The
same with many items of
equipment or furniture we
purchase, having to assemble it
ourselves, looks simple but
requires for many of us a great
effort! I admire trainee doctors,
nurses,
scientists,
lawyers,
apprentices for the determined
effort they show to achieve their
goals.
As for me with a touch of arthritis,
it is an effort to open a tin of food
or a bottle of juice but the effort is
worthwhile.
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Volunteers organising Christmas hampers

“Our Bundle of Joy”
A Baby is a bit of Heaven,
Sent to us from above.
To shower us with happiness
And bring us Joy and Love.
To be united as a family,
Full of fun and joy.
Throw off your fears and sorrows,
Here is your Baby Boy
Sent from Heaven to unite us.
To show us along the way.
The way to joy and sunshine.
We see here every day.
So do not growl or grieve us
Just bless us all with love.
For he has sent to please us,
A little boy from above.
Submitted by J. I. Doncon
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continued from page 1.
red and blue lights flashing and a
few mischievous children in the back
of the vehicle.
The Boot Scooters made an
appearance both as entertainment
and in the street parade, their
colourful costumes adding colour to
the parade.
Last but not least was the big man
himself in the Fire Brigade truck. He
was like the pied piper with a
following of young and old children
in pursuit. It was wonderful to see
the number of parents and children
who lined up to have their photo
taken with Santa and to get their bag
of lollies.
A number of community members,
businesses, Community Resource
Centre staff and Shire staff worked
hard to make this night a success –
thank you to them all for making it
such a successful event. It is hoped
that these partnerships will be
ongoing in future events.

MERREDIN COMMUNITY & REGIONAL NEWS Friday, December 23, 2016

Festive Season brings ripe conditions for
elder abuse
By ADVOCARE
A national elder abuse report released today has
shown elder abuse is skyrocketing in Australia.
A staggering 15,757 information calls and
advocacy cases were made to elder abuse helplines
across Australia, compared to 10,243 from the
previous year.
The report explains that the impact of elder abuse
can be substantial to individuals and families, and
raising awareness is crucial in reducing these rising
statistics.
Acting CEO of Western Australia’s peak elder
abuse agency, Lisa Dwyer, says elder abuse is both
avoidable and remediable.
“During the festive season in particular, it is an
absolute must for loved ones, neighbours and aged
care workers to be on the lookout for telltale signs
of abuse,” she said.
According to Relationships Australia, Christmas is
the most likely time of year for Australians to
suffer from feelings of stress and financial
pressure.

daughters with financial and psychological
remaining the top two most common forms of
abuse.
Symptoms might include increased stress levels in
a senior person, tension within family settings, or
unexplainable changes in an elderly person’s
financial situation.
“It is essential that elderly people are not left to
fend for themselves when they are already some of
the most vulnerable among us. If they are being
taken advantage of, it doesn’t matter whether it is
close family members who are at fault, these
people simply must be reported,” said Mrs Dwyer.
Since the inaugural report in 2013, almost 20,000
seniors have required support in the last three
years.
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Work Experience in
the Library
By WENDY PORTER
Staff at the Merredin Regional library were very
happy to host 2 year 10 Work Experience Students
from the Merredin College throughout December.
Tyla McFarlane and Stephanie Houareau
discovered that work in libraries involves more
than just stamping books (not that the library staff
stamp books anymore) or shelving books. Other
tasks they completed included putting up Christmas
Decorations (including painting wooden Christmas
trees), helping with a stocktake, processing
interlibrary loans, processing new stock and
packing a return exchange of books.

Elder abuse helplines operate in every state, and
are staffed by experienced and professional
advocates. If you, or someone you know, need
support, call the WA Elder Abuse Helpline on
1300 724 679.

Seniors will often spend more time with relatives,
and the increased pressures felt around this time
can result in the creation of the perfect breeding
ground for elder abuse.
When an older person is physically present in
family settings during the festive season, they can
more readily be intimidated, coerced and
convinced to agree to or sign agreements that do
not serve their own interests.
Alarmingly, 60% of perpetrators are sons and

Stephanie Houareau and Tyla McFarlane at work
placement at the Merredin Regional Library
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Rudy visits
school
Rudy’s visit to school created a lot
of excitement with the students.
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Reverend Brett Guthrie ordained
By SU RILEY
The All Saints family extends
congratulations to the Reverend Brett
Guthrie who was admitted to the
priesthood on Saturday 3rd December
at St George’s Cathedral Perth.
Together with John Maddocks,
Matthew Madul, Sebastiana Pienaar
and Kay Wee Sim; Brett Guthrie was
ordained to the priesthood by The
Right Reverend Kate Wilmot,
Administrator of the Anglican
Diocese of Perth.

The Reverend Brett Guthrie, was an
Anglican Deacon for some 19 years
prior to his Ordination and has also
been the Chaplain at Merredin
College for some 10 years. Rev
Brett has been appointed as Curatein-Charge at All Saints. This is a
part-time position.

“Guess what I am”

By LANCE FLEAY
Unfortunately, no winners last
edition. The object pictured was in
fact a potato peeler. Used for bulk
peeling, This particular one was
used at the Merredin Hospital until
1950.
Now for this editions ‘Guess What I
am’.
Kay Wee Sim, Sebastiana Pienaar,
Matthew Madul, John Maddocks and
Brett Guthrie at the Nave Altar, St
George’s Catherderal, St George’s Tce
Perth Saturday 3rd December 2016.

The Reverend Brett Guthrie giving one of
his first priestly blessings to his wife Mrs
Lynne Guthrie, following his ordination
on 3rd December.

The Wet
Wheatbelt

Text your answer to Lance on 0428
411 551. Good Guessing!
This column will have a short rest
until Feb. Thanking you all.

Elyse Trafas took this great shot of the
roads full of water during the downpour.

Wendy Farrington said “Caught in a
cloud burst between Cunderdin and
Tammin only thing to do was pull
off the road and wait it out visibility
just about zero. There were still
some twits carry on and a few with
no lights on including trucks”

Annette Woodbridge “What else would a
country kid do on a wet day?”

Kiah Palmer took this photo just before
the rain started in Merredin.

Hint: This was the first of many to
come, and would have been a God
send to housewives at the time. In
years to come they were to run on
electricity.

Clayton Murray “2 minutes unloading a
horse when bucketing down”
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Our Wonderful World
This year the Merredin College end of
year concert was held in the school
gymnasium. Our primary students from
Kindy to Year 2 put on a fantastic
performance in the last week of school
to entertain their family and friends. The
night started with Mrs Baltovich’s
Guitar Group playing a selection of
music in the foyer as people were
arriving.
Each class performed a song and a dance
from various countries around the world
wearing some outstanding costumes.
The Kindy students all sang a song and
performed a dance representing people
from all around the world.

AWARDS
Kindy 1—Academic: Aria Boehme,
Citizenship: Mikayla Palmer.
Kindy 2—Academic: Lily Brunetti,
Citizenship: Keira Major
Pre-primary 1—Academic: Emerald
Hurle, Citizenship: Joshua Van Der
Merwe
Pre-primary 2—Academic: Ned Truglio,
Citizenship: Jordan Billing
Year 1—Academic: Tamia
Citizenship, Jayden Coelho

Cole,

Year 1/2—Academic: Adrianah Kelly,
Citizenship: Amy Batty
Year 2—Academic: Jayden Spencer,
Citizenship: Milla Kett
Year K-2—Science Award: Darryeon
Sutherland Scott, Arts Award: Chloe
Van Der Merwe, ICT Award: Hugh
Fardell,
Sportsmanship:
Shaianne
Shiosaki
Year 3—Academic: Taj
Citizenship: Archer Gardiner

Boyce,

Year 3/4—Academic: Hannah McKane,
Citizenship: Emily Hardy
Year 4/5—Academic:
Citizenship: Tyler Bush

Olivia

Kett,

Year
5/6—Academic:
Chelsea
Routledge, Citizenship: Hallie Anderson
Year 6—Academic: Emma
Citizenship: Siena Shelton

Irving,

Year 3-6—Arts award: Christopher
Berryman, ICT Award: Kassidy
Spencer, Sportsmanship: Kyle Wilcox
Year 3-5—Science award: Jaya Jaxon
Science Woodside—Year 6 Girl: Chloe
Ghirardi, Year 6 Boy: Francis Navales
Year 7-9—Citizenship Award: Paige
Tiller - Year 8, Aboriginal Endeavour
Award: Shontae Dalgety - Year 9
Highest Achiever Award: Year 7:
Gabrielle Smith, Year 8: Maria Navales,
Year 9: Chelsea Willis, Year 10: Jack
Fitzsimons
Endeavour Award: Year 7: Ben Geier,
Year 8: Halle Douglas, Year 9: Amy
Tiller, Year 10: Nicola Beck

The Pre-Primary One class were
Cowboys and Indians from North
America and sang ‘Ten Little Indians’,
‘Rawhide’ and danced to ‘Funky
Cowboy’.
The Pre-Primary Two class represented
Ireland and looked brilliant in their
leprechaun outfits. They sang ‘I’m a
little leprechaun’, ‘Irish Song’ and
performed a dance to ‘Riverdance’.
The Year 1 class looked wonderful in
their Caribbean outfits and sang the
popular song ’Agadoo’ followed by a
dance to ‘Coconut Calypso’.
The Year 1/2 class took us to Mexico
and looked the part in their big
sombreros and ponchos. They sang
‘Chiapenecas’, ‘La Cucaracha’ and did a
dance to the popular ‘Mexican Hat
Dance’.
The Year 2 class travelled to Russia and
took the part very well. They sang the
popular song ‘Moscow’ and then danced
to ‘Rasputin’.
To finish off the class items the
acrobatic group performed some
outstanding moves to the music
‘Welcome to Africa’. The students in
this group showed amazing skills which
the audience truly appreciated.
Of course at the end of any of these
concert nights the staff like to show the
students how it is really done and they
didn’t disappoint this time doing a
medley of the dances from all around the
world.
All of the students did an amazing job
and it was a night worth remembering.
On the following night it was the Years
3-6 who dazzled us all with their own
performances from “Our Wonderful
World”. The Merredin College Choir
opened the night with a song called “On
with the Show”. Then each class
performed their own items representing
a country around the world.
The Year 3 class took us to New Zealand
and surrounding islands and performed a
song called ‘Let’s make a Hangi’. This
was followed by a dance to ‘He Mele No
Lilo’ and a ‘Cook Island Drum Beat’.
Bravo to the Year 3/4 class who
represented Italy and sang a song called
‘Mario’s Place’ and performed a dance
to the famous ‘Funiculi Funicula’.

The Year 4/5 class really looked the part
as they took us to the United States of
America. They sang a small section of
‘New York New York’, ‘Kids in
America’ and then performed a dance to
‘New York Mashup’.
The Year 5/6 class did an outstanding
job singing a traditional Indian song
called ‘Aeyaya Balano Sakkad’, and
then dancing to ‘Jai Ho’. It looked like a
true Bollywood production!
The Year 6’s performed their last
concert item for their primary years and
did a fantastic job representing Brazil.
They sang a rendition of ‘Mas Que
Nada’ and then showed us their dance
skills while performing to ‘We Are
One’.
As in the previous concert the
Acrobatics group performed their
‘Welcome to Africa’ routine which once
again wowed the audience.
After the awards were given the Year 6’s
were given the prime position to watch
the staff do their rendition of all of the
class dances around the world. They
were maybe not as good as the students
but we couldn’t keep them off the stage!
It was another successful night and a
fantastic way to finish the year at
Merredin CollegeThe Merredin College
Year 7 – 9 Awards’ Ceremony was held
on Wednesday 14 December. The
gymnasium was packed with parents,
family and students who came to
celebrate excellence within the College.
The Hon. Mia Davies MLA attended and
the Merredin College Primary Choir
performed On With The Show under the
direction of Mrs Caryn Adamson.
In her end of year speech, the Principal,
Mrs Stanes, congratulated not only the
highest achievers but also those students
who always strive to give their best.
2016 has been a stellar year for the
College with strong gains across the
board in NAPLAN and high pass rates in
the Online Numeracy and Literacy
Assessments (OLNA).
Merredin College would also like to
thank the following for their valued
support of the school in sponsoring
awards: Collgar Wind Farms, Evolution
Mining – Edna May Operations,
Middleton Accountants, SIA Merredin,
Cliff Haines Tyres, Ron Bateman & Co,
Merredin Telephone Services, Merredin
Panel & Paint, Merredin P&C, Merredin
Churches Fraternal, the Anglican and the
Honourable Mia Davies MLA.

Principals Message
This year the end of year concerts
were held in
the College
Gymnasium. In the absence of the
Cummins Theatre as a possible
venue due to parent numbers being
too great, a huge amount of work
was put into the planning prior to the
MerryDin. Miss Natalie Beale, Mrs
Caryn Adamson, Miss Erin Burnett
and Mr Tom James worked
feverishly to ensure the gym was set
up and that our young students were
able to cope with the new venue. I
applaud their efforts and am sure
you join me in praising their work.
The concerts were fabulous and a
testament to their professionalism
and dedication!
I also take this opportunity of
thanking all of the generous donors
of the various awards. Without your
support, we would struggle to
reward
our
worthy students
appropriately.
Mrs Beverley Stanes
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CRC COMMUNITY NEWS
The CRC is a community owned and managed organisation that supports volunteers, provides events, services, information (government and non-government) and facilities for the community which include
the Seniors Luncheon, Australia Day Breakfast, Merredin Markets and Pet Cemetery to name a few.

Christmas Lights Participation Raffle
Around 40 entries were received
for the Lights Raffle, which is a
fantastic effort. Well done to
everyone who has added to the
Christmas spirit in Merredin.
Some were small amounts of lights,
others were extravagant but
together it has given pleasure to
lots of people who took the time to
drive around and have a look.
There were four entries in the
‘Business Section’ - the winner
being Newtons Home Furnishings.
The five winning Participation
Raffle entries were –
Paul and Sue Bartlett – 136 Hughes
Road Merredin
Michael and Kristy Sharp – 4 Hill

Street Merredin
Avril Parker (Merredin B&B) –
Bates Street Merredin
Darrel Kett – 35 Jackson Way
Merredin
Congratulations
A big thank you to Merredin
Energy for their support of the
Christmas Lights Participation
Raffle.

Christmas Light
Participants

The Merredin
CRC and
Centrelink Agency
Will be closed from
Friday 23rd
December and will
reopen on Tuesday
3rd January 2017.

63 Haig Road
7 Endersbee Street
12 Caridi Close
11 Harling Street
Caridi Close
18 Craddock Road

The CRC loved Rudy’s visit!

Save the Date
Thursday 26th January 2017 –
Australia Day Breakfast and Thank
a Volunteer event at the Railway
Museum, commencing at 8am.
Hope to see you there.

Community input to
CRC activities welcome
Tell us what events, projects or
training/workshops you would like
the CRC to run in 2017.
The CRC is in the process of
submitting a Tender for delivery of
services for the Department of
Regional Development in the areas
of – State Government and
Community Information; Improving
community economic health and
Improving
community
social
cohesion and capacity.
We have sourced feedback from the
many events we have run over the
past 3 years, but we would still love
to hear from you if you have any
ideas, so please email the CRC –
merredin@crc.net.au

11 Cowan Way
23 Throssell Road
(388) Totadgin Hall Road
24 Cowan Way
9 Cowan Way
18 Cowan Way
12 Cowan Way
47 French Avenue
16 Cowan Way
9 Kendall Street
14 Acacia Way
Unit 34C Princess Street
Unit 36B Princess Street
Unit 14/63 Bates Street
67 Duff Street
22 Craddock Road
12 Haines Street
3 Hart Street
Lot 481 Haines Street
14 Craddock road
Bates Street
20 Macdonald Street
19 Pioneer Road
35 Jackson Way
136 Hughes Road
8 Mill Street
12 Craddock Road
12 Cohn Street
Bates Street
88 Bates Street
93 Bates Street
4 Hill Street
40 Duff Street
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Quinoa research trial harvest underway in WA
By DEPT AG & FOOD
Harvest is underway of Department
of Agriculture and Food quinoa
trials at Mingenew and Cunderdin,
as part of a national research project
to determine the best growing
conditions for the crop.
The ‘Quinoa as a new crop in
Australia – stage 2’ research
project, funded by the Rural
Industries
Research
and
Development
Corporation
(RIRDC), begun in April 2015, and
has seen trials sown in various
locations across Australia to better
understand where and how quinoa
grows best.
Department
research
officer
Richard Snowball said in 2016 four
trial sites were sown in WA: in
April and May at Mingenew; in
May at Kununurra; in May and June
at Cunderdin; and in early October
at Manjimup.
“The wheatbelt trials are testing
different planting times, sowing
rates and nitrogen applications
while the trials at Manjimup and
Kununurra are testing a diverse
range of seed,” Mr Snowball said.
“Three advanced lines of quinoa
developed by the department and
RIRDC are included in the trials, as

well as ‘Medusa’ the Three
Farmers variety, grown in WA.
“Harvested seed will be tested for
quality which will include levels of
protein, starch, fat and fibre.”
Mr Snowball said initial growing
season results from the Mingenew
site showed some potential for
quinoa planted in late May, with
the best plot yielding 400 kg/ha.
“However, the use of pre-emergent
and post-emergent herbicide for
radish control at this site severely
affected growth of quinoa,” he said.
“A major challenge of growing
quinoa is weed control, particularly
when sown in cooler regions where
it is less well adapted.

yields of 1.2 tonnes per hectare. In
2015 quinoa yielded up to 2 tonnes
per hectare in trials.”
Mr Snowball said results of the
2015 trials at Kununurra and Bool
Lagoon in South Australia would
be published as part of the
proceedings of the International
Quinoa Conference held this week
in Dubai.
The research project is being
undertaken in partnership with
South Australian Research and
Development Institute, Northern
Territory Department of Primary
Industry and Fisheries and New
South Wales Department of
Primary Industries.

“Above
average
winter
temperatures at Kununurra this year
affected the trial with the best

Christmas
message from
All Saints
By SU RILEY
The All Saints family extends
congratulations to the Reverend
Brett Guthrie who was admitted
to the priesthood on Saturday 3rd
December at St George’s
Cathedral Perth. Rev Brett has
been appointed as Curate-inCharge at All Saints.
Brett supported by the Reverend
Alan Brodie has been conducting
services at All Saints since the
second weekend in November.

The Christmas Service will be a
Eucharist at 10am on Saturday
24th December.

“Department
research
officer
Harmohinder Dhammu is currently
testing a range of herbicides on
quinoa at the Manjimup trial site.”
Mr Snowball said quinoa at the
Cunderdin site established well,
however frosts in August and
September when the quinoa was
flowering severely affected seed
production.
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During January the Churches of
the Merredin Fraternal are again
sharing Services, beginning with
New Year’s Day at the Uniting
Church.

Department of Agriculture and Food
research officer Richard Snowball is
conducting quinoa trials in WA, as part
of national research, to assess the best
growing conditions for the crop.

All Saints will be hosting on
Sunday 8th January and Father
Zygmunt Smigowski will be
conducting his last Service at St
Mary’s the following Sunday.
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Leslie “Bull” Pereira—The Pereira File—Part One
By DOUG JONES
Leslie Pereira, was born in Boulder
Western Australia on, 29th November
1908, the second son, of Joseph and
Ellen Pereira.
He was educated in Kalgoorlie until
the tragic death of his mother and at
the age of 14 years was sent to Yalgoo
to live with his uncle and aunt – Jim
and Ivy Clarke.
Jim was a very good footballer and
played in the WAFL for the South
Fremantle Football Club as a ruckman
in 1912-1913. We think it was he,
who taught Les the love and passion
for the game of football. He also had a
great love of music and dancing. Most
people who knew Les would
remember him playing his button
accordion at any gathering or
singsong.
After he finished his schooling, he
returned to Kalgoorlie and started
working on the mines with his father
for a short time.
On 5th December 1927, he joined the
railways and started as a “Cleaner”,
stationed in Katanning, where he
remained until July 1931. He was then
transferred to Brookton for about six
months and then Geraldton for 2 years.
Whilst working in Katanning, he met

his future bride – Marjorie Lillian
Dadds.
Marj lived with her parents and her
two sisters in Katanning and she was
employed as a secretary to a
businessman in that town.
It is well documented that Marjorie
and her sister Dorothy were both very
good hockey players as had
represented the Great Southern many
times in association championships,
played in Perth and around the South
West.
In 1932 Marj, was the Captain of the
Bluebirds and Smilers Hockey teams
in Katanning as well as being the
secretary for the local hockey
association.
th

On 6 November 1933, Les was
transferred to Merredin – still working
as a “Cleaner” at that point.
Leslie Pereira and Marjorie Dadds
were married in Bayswater on the 28th
April 1934 and started their new life
together in Merredin.
It was also in 1934 that Les was
promoted to the position of “Fireman”
in Merredin and then on 5th October
1942, passed his exam for “Drivers
duties”.
Their first child, a son, Leslie
Valentine Pereira, (known as Val) –

was born in 1936 (not to be confused
with Val Pereira the trotting reinsman,
who was a cousin).
Followed by a second son – Ronald
Charles Pereira, born in 1941. And
then a daughter, Kathleen Margaret
Pereira (married name Ball) born in
1945.
Les and Marj Pereira were both very
civic minded people and were involved
in much of the war time fund raising
activities around Merredin. He was
well known as a competent MC
(Master of Ceremonies) and articles in
the Merredin Mercury show he
conducted many gatherings in this
capacity.
It distressed Les to see so many fine
young men leaving district to go to war
and also the number of young men in
the Airforce, stationed at the big
hangers north of town. He was
instrumental in organising football
matches and dances etc. to keep these
young folk engaged in sport and
recreation - for he believed that to stop
doing the normal things of life, was to
give in to the enemy – and that was
certainly not part of his personality.
He continued to work in the railways
as a driver and involved in raising
money for various causes – particularly
the Railways Football Club. He was

the social secretary and then president,
of that club for a number of years and
with the help of other committee men
– such as P R (Dick) Smith, Jim
Cameron, Bert Lang, Bert Smith, Rube
Denman, Jimmy Hughes – and many,
many more – that worked hard as a
team to get this club and its facilities
established as a part of the Merredin
sporting community.
The Railway Picnic days were a very
large part of this organisation – where
a train was hired to take railway
workers and their families on a picnic
day, to the lakes at Baandee or to
Burracoppin Rock etc. At the picnics
there would be all manner of sports
competition – running, high jump,
three legged races, sack races, boxing
– just to name a few. Then, there was
always the different stalls and booths –
but the one Les was renowned for was
the Chocolate Wheel – he always had
a Chocolate Wheel going somewhere!
The youth normally competed in the
energetic events, whilst older folk sat
under shade trees, drinking Ginger
Beer (maybe an ale or two!) they were
wonderful times full of comradery and
good fun.
Part 2 will be in the 6th of January
edition

1948 Railway Picnic
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Chris’s Corner
By CHRIS VAN DER MERWE

Outboard Motor
Servicing
This time of year is when we start
to see outboard motors coming in
for servicing. Customers often
ask should they change their
water pump. I recommend
changing the water pump each
year. As the rubber vanes have
sat curved all year in the pump
body they lose some of their

tension. Whilst you may see
water squirting from the engine
it may not be enough flow once
the engine is under load. This
can cause overheating and
potential damage to the engine.
If you have a question you
would like answered about your
lawnmower, chainsaw, line
trimmer or other piece of
equipment just email it to
chris@merredinmowers.com.au

Christmas by Candlelight
By SU RILEY
A huge thank you to the members
of the Merredin Community
Singers, St. Mary’s School Choir
and the Merredin College Choir as
well as members of the Merredin
Uniting Church who together with
members
of
the
Merredin
Repertory Club provided the frame
around which our community
carols event was hung.
Thanks
also to the Shire of Merredin for
the use of the site and ongoing
support for the event.
Despite the ongoing threat of a
significant downpour, a great
crowd gathered from 7pm on the
Visitor Centre lawn to sing a
variety of Christmas songs and
Carols. Modern favourites such as
“Aussie
Jingle
Bells”
and
“Christmas in a Country Town”
and traditional favourites such as
“Silent Night” and “Away in a
Manger”. Mrs. Bronwyn Mc Kane
reportedly
distributed
200
programmes and over 300 candles
to those present. The candles were
a gift from the Merredin Churches
Fraternal to the people of this
community, and served as a
reminder that Jesus Christ the
Light of the World is a gift given
for all.

St. Mary’s Choir delighted with
“Mary’s Boy Child” and “Feliz
Navidad”,
the
Merredin
Community Singers provided “Te
Harinui” and something close to
the Rev. John Mc Kane’s heart –
“An African Noël”. The midpoint
of the evening was a great
dramatic performance by the
combined talents of members of
both the Merredin Repertory Club
(some of whom were still
recovering
from
their
10th Anniversary Celebrations the
previous
evening)
and the
Merredin Uniting Church. Told
from the perspective of the various
Christmas ornaments and other
toys, the short play “Don’t Forget
Jesus” reminded us that we all
have a role to play in sharing
Christ’s love and that without
Jesus
our
celebrations
are
somewhat hollow. The evening
concluded with the Merredin
College Choir singing “Do You
Hear What I Hear?” a “Christmas
Medley” and a special request “A
Song of Peace”.
The song carries our prayer and
wish for all in the community: a
message of love of hope and joy
and things that true peace can
bring.
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Free telephone
GP service for
country WA over
summer
By
SOUTHERN
INLAND
HEALTH INITIATIVE
A free telephone after-hours GP
service will be trialled in country
WA to help with demand for medical
services over the busy summer
season.
The 1800-CALL-A-DOC (1800 225
523) trial will run until March 31 and
will complement regular local GP
services and provides a service when
your regular GP is unavailable.
The Call-A-Doc GP will inform your
regular GP of your treatment -– with
your consent.
WACHS Call-A-Doc project clinical
lead Dr Andrew Jamieson said the
service
offered
experienced
Australian-based GPs who could
provide advice, diagnosis, treatment
and prescriptions for a range of
conditions including fever, vomiting,
dehydration, cold and flu, pain and
infections.
1800 Call-A-Doc is a partnership
between Telstra’s health arm,
“ReadyCare”, the WA Primary
Health Alliance (WAPHA), and the
WA Country Health Service
(WACHS). It is supported with
funding from the WACHS Southern
Inland Health Initiative through
Royalties for Regions.
Either call 1800-CALL-A-DOC or
visit www.1800calladoc.com.au.

Health

Builder chosen for Merredin Health Service
The Liberal National Government
today announced the construction
tender for the redevelopment of
the Merredin Health Service has
been awarded to Pindan.

Health Minister John Day said
the redevelopment of the health
service would include a new
emergency department, as well as
upgrades to the palliative care,
medical
imaging,
sterilising
services, administration areas,
kitchen and laundry.
"There will also be a new
building for Aboriginal health,
allied health and outpatient
services such as physiotherapy,
school and child health clinics,
mental health, consulting rooms
for visiting specialists and
telehealth amenities," Mr Day

said.
"I'm sure the community will be
pleased to see this important
milestone reached and realise that
they are well on their way to
receiving
best-practice
care
facilities in their town.
"The redevelopment will create
about 215 jobs during the
construction phase, and will take
about two years to complete."
Regional Development Minister
Terry
Redman
said
the
redevelopment of the Merredin
Health Service was being
undertaken as part of the
Southern
Inland
Health
Initiative's $300 million capital
works program to improve
hospital infrastructure in 37

towns across the Wheatbelt,
Great Southern, Mid-West and
South-West regions.
"The capital works program is
one component of the $500
million Southern Inland Health
Initiative made possible by the
Liberal National Government's
Royalties for Regions," Mr
Redman said.
"This investment into the
redevelopment of the Merredin
Health Service will support the
strengthening of health services
in the region.
"Investment
in
health
infrastructure is fundamental to
the ongoing sustainability and
development of regional Western
Australia."

Daisy supports women
By 1800RESPECT
In partnership with the Australian
government, 1800RESPECT has
developed Daisy to connect women
who are experiencing, or have experienced, sexual assault, domestic
and family violence to support services in their state and local area.
By downloading Daisy women
can:



Access local services: navigate
specialist sexual assault, domestic
and family violence services or
other relevant support services by
state and local area.



Get help fast: call through
quickly to 000 in emergency situations when a woman needs help.



Read information privately:
with a 'Quick Exit' button that allows quick exit from the screen.



'SMS a friend' & 'text to voice':
additional functionality supports
rural women to SMS a friend when
police are not the first response.
Women with low literacy or hear-

ing impairments can access text to
voice functionality. Information is
also available in 28 different languages.
To best understand the full range
of services and applications that
Daisy offers we invite you to
download Daisy to your own smart
phone. Just search for ‘Daisy’ in
your app store.
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Trades

CABINET MAKING

CABINET MAKING

CARPENTER

COMPUTER TECHNICIAN

COMPUTER TECHNICIAN

EARTH MOVING

ELECTRICIAN

GLASS SERVICES

PLUMBER

PEST CONTROL

PLASTERING
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Lawn Bowls

Civic Bowling Club
By MARGARET JOHNSTON

Fitzgerald and Bernard Jefferys.

The Men Bowlers have been busy
with the Pennant Competition
Saturday 10th – Civic Blue hosted
Bruce Rock Gold and had an 8-0
win, and Civic Gold hosted Bruce
Rock Purple and had a 7-1 win.

Recently the Ladies played their
Championship Pairs in very hot
conditions. The winning team
was Kay Bush and Debbie
Heinrich with the Runners up
being Norma Henderson and
Wendy Postans. Kay and Debbie
went on to compete in the Champ
of Champs Pairs at Westonia.

On Saturday December 17th both
Civic
Teams
travelled
to
Narembeen. Civic Blue defeated
Narembeen Maroon 6-2, and
Civic Gold lost to Narembeen
Gold 1-7. The Men’s Pennants
commence on February 11th,
2017.
Congratulations to John Gearing,
Darren Postans and Jed Shepherd
who have been chosen in the
League Team to compete in
Beverley in early January.
On Sunday December 18th, the
Bowlers
played
the
IGA
Christmas Hamper, once again
the Club thank IGA for their
continued support.
After two
games the winning team was Bev
Drakeford, Allan Wolfenden,
Maurice Lane and Margaret
Johnston with Runner Up Team
being Shane Hollington, Suzie

Three of the Lady Bowlers
represented Civic in the League
Pairs at Cunderdin recently, in
very hot conditions over two
days, the South East League
finished winning the event with
Goldfields being Runners Up.
Kay Bush and Norma Henderson
have been chosen to play in the
Zone event in Eaton in February.
Coming Events
Sunday January 8th –
Club
Day. Names in by 3.30pm
Friday January 13th – Trophy
sponsored by John Lombardini.
Names in by 6pm.
Visitors
cordially invited.

Back L - R: Noelene Abe, Nola Forbes, Anita Cowan, Joan Thomas (Manager/Selector),
Debbie Heinrich, Kay Geier (Res). Front L - R: Norma Henderson, Bev Drakeford (Res),
Kath White, Kay Bush, Joan Smith

Tennis
By MEG GETHIN
The Merredin District Lawn Tennis
Club (MDLTC) held its mixed
doubles championships on Sunday
11th December in delightful 39
degree heat. Seven pairs nominated
for the draw which meant that players
had to play six full sets of tennis in
the tough conditions.
Emma Growden and her partner Ian
Lane were the deserving winners on
the day beating all six of their
opponents. Natalie Partington and
Ken Hooper were narrowly pipped
for second place when they had to

CLASSIFIEDS
Condolences

play Emma and Ian in the final
match of the day.
While tennis now takes a short break
over the Christmas/New Year period,
Sunday Social Tennis continues all
throughout January at the MDLTC
courts at the Merredin Recreation
Centre. All visitors are welcome for
just $5 per person.
Full fixtures resume in February and
continue through til April. For any
further enquiries please email the
club
secretary
on
mdltc@hotmail.com.au.

Basketball

My Special Memories

Condolences to Deb and Martin Morris on the loss of Deb’s father. He’ll be sailing in
heaven now.
Also congratulations to you both on the birth of your 1st grandson after 4
granddaughters.
Our hearts are with you, committee, staff and volunteers of the Merredin CRC.

Position Vacant
Trainee Pharmacy Assistant required—Merredin Pharmacy has a Level 3 Traineeship
position available. Please deliver your resume in person to the Pharmacist on duty, to
be considered for this position.

Thank you
Muntadgin Community and Surrounds
To Our Dear Friends, Neighbours, Family and surrounding Community.
Thank you for all the support, well wishes, organising and hard work you have all
put in.
You all gave up your time during your own harvest to help a family in need.
You have made our journey through illness easier to cope with knowing our harvest
for 2016 has been completed, John now can focus on regaining his health.
Our hearts are filled with so much appreciation that words alone cannot express.
We are amazed and so blessed to live in such a wonderful community.
We will forever hold you all close to our hearts. You have all gone above and
beyond.
Forever Grateful. Love John, Sharon and Family

Wanted
Private Collector looking to buy all things far m r elated. Tractor sets, old
steel wheels, oil bottles, tops and racks, oil and petrol tins, old signs, bowsers
and anything farm related. Happy to look through dusty sheds. Don’t throw it
out I’ll clean it out. Call Glen on 0408 920 941.

Tully Bevilaqua being inducted into the Hall of Champions

By MARILYN ROBSON

Lynx. It happened to be on my
66th birthday.

On my 60th birthday I received a
phone call from my niece, Tully
Bevilaqua. The basketball team
she was playing with was called
Seattle Storm in America. They
had just won the Grand Final.

Once again she was back in Perth,
to be an inductee of the Hall of
Champions and, guess what? It
happened to be on my 72nd
birthday.

Six years ago she was back in Perth
to play a season with the Perth

What wonderful memories I keep
of Tully.
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Little Athletics

Merredin & Districts Little Athletics
By MEG GETHIN
2016 was another successful year for the Merredin
and Districts Little Athletics Centre. Around 65
athletes competed each week against themselves
and their fellow athletes in a variety of disciplines.
581 personal bests (PB’s) were set this season as
well as a number of centre records. Nine athletes
competed at the Country Champs in Kalgoorlie in
November and experienced level 4 athletics coach
Maria Taylor visited the club in November to run
some drills and mentor the club’s current coaching
staff. At the end of year windup at the Merredin
Pool, the following award winners were
announced:

AGE CHAMPIONS
U8 GIRLS Champion: Alexis Kermode (230),
Runner up: Alethea Eastwick (154), U8 BOYS
Champion: Tristan Bekkers (187), Runner up:
Tyler Geier (130), U9 GIRLS Champion: Ellie
Criddle (177), Runner up: Shayla Cook (162), U9
BOYS Champion: Kurtis Jones (184), Runner up:
Ben Dickinson (177), U10 GIRLS Champion:
Shayla Shiosaki (182), Runner up: Caitlyn
McKenzie (135), U10 BOYS Champion: Judd
Major (209), Runner up: Vincent McCormack
(161), U11 GIRLS Champion: Eliza Caughey
(210), Runner up: Gabrielle McCormack (208),
U11 BOYS Champion: Digby Caughey (227),
Runner up: Jarrah DeLacy (185), U12 GIRLS
Champion: Emily Lane (187), Runner up: Milla
McFarlane (143), U12 BOYS Champion: Jaden
Willis (234 (15PB), Runner up: Kris Hayden (158),
U13 GIRLS Champion: Brooke Major (201), U13
BOYS Champion: Blake Jones (201), U14 BOYS
Champion: Stewart Watson (216), U15 GIRLS
Champion: Chelsea Willis (197), U16 GIRLS
Champion: Samantha Cash (222), Junior
Champion Girl: Alexis Kermode, Junior Champion
Boy: Judd Major, Senior Champion Girl: Emily
Lane and Senior Champion Boy: Jaden Willis.
ENDEAVOUR AWARDS (Awar ded to the
single highest PB achiever (more than 15 PB’s)
who didn’t receive age trophy). U7: Archie
Gethin—14 PB’s. U7: Hannah Clark—14 PB’s.

Senior champion boy & girl Jaden Willis & Emily Lane as
well as Junior champion boy and girl Judd Major & Alexis
Kermode. Photos courtesy of Mal Willis.

Club President Mick Caughey congratulated all
participants on their excellent sportsmanship this
season and their dedication to the sport. He also
thanked the MDLAC committee- Secretary Sonya
McCormack, Treasurer Tracey McFarlane, Results

Endeavour medal winners Archie Gethin & Hannah
Clark. Photos courtesy of Mal Willis.

Recorder Rochelle Willis, Arena Manager Kat
White, Country Champs Organiser Mel Clark and
Coaching Co-ordinator Meg Gethin as well as all
the weekly parent volunteers for their contribution
to the club this year. The MDLAC would also like
to acknowledge the generous sponsorship of the
Collgar Wind Farm and Marley’s Transport for
contributing towards equipment and coaching costs
this season.
Little Athletics will resume in
September 2017 so keep your eye on the club’s
Facebook page for further details.
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Basketball

MENS RESULTS 24.11.2016

WOMENS RESULTS 24.11.2016

Bulls 29 d Burra Tropics 29. Best Players: Jessie Price, Adam Close and Leigh
Fulker
Titans 46 d Long Shots 23. Best Players: Tom Hooper, Gavin Brownley and Gavin
Muir

Fury 38 d Opals 19. Best Players: Natalie Mann, Kelsey Osbourne and Kat White
Mystics Pink 27 d Sonics 12. Best Players: Ashleigh Silver, Brooke Cragan and Erin
Keamy

Snakes 70 d Young Guns 36. Best Players: Leighton Trunfio, Marshall Crook and
Eden Carter

Mustangs 33 d Lakers 25. Best Players: Michael Sharp, Dylan Hayden and Chris
Hayden

Vets 30 d Burra 25. Best Players: Judy Jefferys, Sophie Hooper and Lana Drakeford
Lakers (1) 36 d Mystics Blue 23. Best Players: Monica Skeen, Sharnhee Kent and
Shannice Shaw
Lakers (2) 33 d Benchwarmers 21. Best Players: Hayley Lawrence, Kristy Cooper and
Siobhan Hayden

WOMENS RESULTS 01.12.2016
MENS RESULTS 01.12.06
Lakers 49 d Long Shots 12. Best players: Chris Hayden, Sam Alberti and Tyrone
Hayden
Snakes 46 d Burra Topics 38. Best players: Eden Matsumoto Nathan Smith and
Leighton Trunfio

Opals 60 d Dimensions 20. Best players: Kara Power, Kelsey Osbourne and Ellie
Dunn
Vets 35 d Mystics Pink 31 . Best players: Sue Kerse, Ashleigh Silver and Sally Trunfio

Mustangs 32 d Bulls 29. Best players: Michael Sharp, Jamie Pascoe and Clary
Wagas

Lakers (1) 23 d Benchwarmers 18. Best players: Teresa Jetta, Jamie Arthur and
Deanna Taumalolo

Titans 35 d Young Guns 35. Best players: Luke Keamy, Gavin Brownley and
Brayden King
MENS RESULTS 08.12.2016
Bulls 34 d Long Shots 12. Best Players: Adam Close, Jack Dixon and Liam Burns
BURRA TROPICS FAILURE TO UMPIRE
Snakes 37 d Mustangs 28. Best Players: Eden Matsumoto, Michael Sharp and
Jason Musca
Titans 32 d Lakers 28. Best Players: Rob Amm, Chris Hayden and Mark Maloney
Burra Tropics 48 d Young Guns 28. Best Players: Kane Lewis, Scott Cooper and
Matthew Boltovich
LONG SHOTS FAILURE TO UMPIRE

Sonics 22 d Mystics Blue 12. Best players: Nicole Newton, Ashlynn Osbourne and
Megan Anderson

Fury 37 d Burra 28 . Best players: Chantelle Crook, Mikaela McCall and Edit Baroti

WOMENS RESULTS 08.12.2016
Sonics 36 d Benchwarmers 13. Best Players: Nat Purdy, Tosha Harrison and Kristy
Cooper
Mystics Pink 36 d Mystics Blue 30. Best Players: Asha Carr, Courtney Madigan and
Erin Keamy
Fury 41 d Vets 25. Best Players: Kat White, Judy Jefferys and Natalie Mann
Burra 80 d Dimensions 17. Best Players: Lana Drakford, Sophie Hooper and Chelsea
Alvaro
Lakers 2 forfeit against Opals (playing eligible players). Best Players: Siobhan
Hayden, Kelsey Osborne and Tahleisha Collard

