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Celebrating our Seniors

Merredin College Choir perform for the Seniors at the Senior’s Luncheon

Seniors Week is a special time of
celebration for Seniors and
events and activities are held
across Western Australia to
acknowledge seniors and show
appreciation for their valued
contribution to society.

Miners Hall, the CRC organised a
luncheon at the Cummins Theatre
on Tuesday 8 November which
saw around 120 seniors attend and
the Cummins Theatre hosted a
Patsy Cline tribute and dinner at
the Cummins Theatre on Saturday
12 November, which was also well
attended.

2016 Seniors Week was held
between 6 and 13 November and
Merredin Seniors had a few
events to consider attending.
The Seniors Centre organised for
28 seniors to travel to Westonia
on Friday 4 November to
participate in Bogan Bingo at the

The Seniors Luncheon was hosted
by the Merredin CRC with support
from Collgar Windfarm, Shire of
Merredin, COTA for Older
Australians,
Lotterywest
and
Department of Local Government
and
Communities,
Merredin
College, Chicken Treat and

By DEBBIE MORRIS

Mandi Lodge as Louise Seger in ‘Always…. Patsy Cline’. Photo courtesy of Pat McGuire.

Merredin Senior Centre.
The
Seniors were treated to some
fantastic
entertainment
commencing
with
Merredin
College Choir, which was
followed by Vocalist Emma Davis
accompanied by Pianist Brian
Goddard, and then some toe
tapping and singing along to the
accordion played by Tania
Higgins.
This year saw a change in the
menu from cold meat and salad to
a roast dinner, which was really
well received. The lunch was
served by students from Merredin
College.

Courtney Conway as Patsy Cline in
’Always…...Patsy Cline’. Photo courtesy of Pat
McGuire.
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Community
Calendar
Every Saturday—Tammin Market Day—Pumma
Tammin Roadhouse—9am –1pm call Glenice
Batchelor 0428 371 221 for more info.
Saturday 26th November
Merredin Rep Club ‘Lady Godiva’ 6.00pm—Cummins
Theatre
for
more
info
go
to
www.cumminstheatre.com.au
Sunday 27th November
Merredin Markets—9am - 1pm. Visitors Centre lawn
and Barrack St Carpark. Call 9041 1041 to book a
stall.
Monday 28th November
Wheatbelt Business Network: Merredin Glazing
6pm—7.30pm.
Merredin College P&C Meeting 6pm at the school
library.
Regular Events
0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for 0—4
year olds. Contact Emma Fitzsimons on 9041 0962
or efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au
Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 9.30pm
at the Masonic Lodge in Coronation St. First night is
free. Beginners to advanced. Call Anjoeen on 9041
3005 or see Sue at the Chemist or Lyn at the Post
Office.
Camera Club—Photos due in 10 days prior (Sunday
evening). dainasutherland@bigpond.com Sunday
December 4th Photo of the year.
Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on
0411 984 123 for more info.
Merredin Community Singers—All levels welcome.
Monday nights 7.00pm at the Senior’s Centre.
Merredin Museum & Historical Society—Meets first
Wednesday each month, 5.00pm at Railway
Museum. All Welcome.

Church
Services
All Saints Anglican Church
Corner of Haig Road & South Avenue, 9am Sunday
Worship (except 4th Sunday), 4th Sunday 11am
Eucharist, Rev Dave Russell
Su Riley paradmin@westnet.com.au
Roman Catholic Church
South Avenue, 6.30pm Saturday, 11am Sunday,
Father Zygmunt Smigowski
Ph 9041 1118
Church of Christ
Throssell Road, 10am Sunday Worship and Sunday
School Ph 0408 484 711
Seventh-day Adventist Church
Kitchener Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship,
9.30am Saturday Bible Study
Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 3056
People’s Baptist Church
Kellerberrin, 10am Sunday Worship
Ph 0435 284 796
Revolution Youth
Church of Christ, Throssell Road
Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms)
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167
Merredin Churches Fraternal
PO Box 463, Merredin,
Malcolm Clark 9041 5215
Merredin United in Prayer
Cornerstone Christian Bookshop
7pm last Thursday of the Month
Uniting Church
Fifth Street, 9am Sunday Service
Ph 0457 329 850

Merredin Riffle Club—1st and 3rd Sunday of the
month. 9am—12noon. Call Stephen for more info on
0428 412 213.
Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 during
the school term at Throssel Road, opposite the pool.
Contact Daina on 0409 089 252.
Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 12
noon, Shed Restaurant unless otherwise advised,
contact Julie Townrow 0429 411 377 or email
julietownrow@westnet.com.au
Seniors Centre Craft Group—Wednesday mornings
9.30—11.30, bring your own crafts or just come for a
chat.
Seniors Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday
morning 10.00—11.30am at the Seniors Centre.
Free. All welcome.
Seniors Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00 at the
Seniors Centre. Afternoon tea to follow. Free.
Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the
Merredin Library, for children up to 5 years old.
Tales of Times Past—All welcome to tell their
stories or just listen. Mondays 10.00am—11.30am,
starting with morning tea. Senior’s Centre. $1.
Tribal Belly Dancing—Fun and fitness for all ages
and levels of experience. Mondays 5.30—7.00pm.
First night is free. 110 Barrack Street. Contact Kirsty
9041 1041.

Fortnightly
Merredin Community Resource Centre
110 Barrack Street, Merredin
Ph: 9041 1041 Fax: 9041 1042
Deadlines
(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE)
Articles: 5pm Wednesday
Advertising: Booking 5pm Thursday
Copy finalised 11am Friday
Classifieds: 10am Monday
Contacts:
Content—Kirsty Rochford 9041 1041
administration@merredincrc.com
Advertising— Corey Tucker 9041 1041
marketing@merredincrc.com
Upcoming Editions
9th & 23rd December
6th & 20th January
Available as an online subscription,
www.merredincrc.com

Tales of the Past
I really admire the way people from early days
solved their problems. When one looks at the
mechanical assistance farmers have at their
disposal and compare it with farmers from the
past, the difference is amazing.
My father farmed by himself and had only wife
and young children to help him in times of need.
One year he found enough ‘spare’ cash to
purchase a pneumatic bag lifter. This was to
help him load bags of wheat onto his truck for
transport to the CBH bin at the local siding. (At
that time the bags were emptied into a hopper at
the siding and the grain taken by elevator into the
bulk pile for later transport to be sold). The
machine was ‘powered’ by a hand operated
pump. Dad would pump up the machine and it
was ready for use.
There was only one problem with this bag lifter.
It COULD raise a bag to the truck, BUT it had
too much air in it to be easily pushed back down
for the next bag lift. Dad thought laterally and
came up with a solution. He used his two oldest
children to help him. My brother and I were
stationed on the truck to help each other pull the
bag of grain off the lifter and put it in place.
However, when the pressure was high and we
could not push the lifting apparatus down, we
rode it to the ground. Our combined weights
were enough to make it work. While Dad loaded
the next bag, we clambered back on to the truck
ready to repeat the performance. We were happy
to be useful and felt needed. That and Dad’s
thanks were our reward.

Library Musings
Did you know that the library caters for all levels
of readers as well as a host of genres?
For the kids we have a large range of “Early
Reader” books. These books are aimed at those
beginning to read. The easiest have lots of picture
with only a few words, although they are the same
size as books for older readers, ranging up to those
with more words and only a few pictures. This
helps children become more comfortable with
reading, at their own pace. And for those parents
(or grandparents) who remember the infamous
“Dick and Dora” books (See Dick run. Run, Dick,
Run.) these are more interesting stories like
“Dragon’s sledding adventure” by Becky
Matheson and “Duck in a truck in the muck” by
Andy Griffiths to name a couple.
The library also has a growing collection of
graphic novels (comics for those not in the know).
The library has a number of graphic novels
specifically for children, including a series of
Shakespeare’s plays that have been re-interpreted
as a graphic novel. There are a smaller number of
graphic novels geared towards Young Adults and
some for older readers. For those “old-school”
readers who don’t believe that a graphic novel is a
book – the staff in the library say “Any reading is
better than no reading”.
Come into the library and see what is available.
Remember if the Merredin Library doesn’t have
what you are after, we can probably borrow it
from another library in Western Australia. There
are over 2.3 million we can borrow. Or it may be
available as an eBook.
And remember all
members of the Merredin Library have FREE
access to eBooks, eAudiobooks and eMagazines.
Come in and ask how.
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10 years of Merredin Repertory Club

Cast of "Jest At the West" (2006)

By MEG GETHIN

at the time.

The Merredin Repertory Club
(MRC) will be celebrating an
important milestone in November. It
will be 10 years since the club reformed. The original MRC folded in
the late 1990’s which was a supreme
shame considering the presence of
the historic and beautiful Cummins
Theatre. In 2006 there was enough
interest in the community to re-form
the club. The group’s first play was
“Jest At the West” by Judith Prior
and contained a cast of 20 not
including boot scooters. The play
received outstanding reviews and the
house was packed every night. The
cast were also stunned by the
surprise arrival of the playwright
Judith Prior herself who just
happened to be caravanning in WA

In ten years, the MRC has produced
25 plays and provided an outlet for
countless amateur actors from a
variety of backgrounds. To celebrate
this auspicious occasion, the MRC is
having a 10 year reunion party on the
final night of the current play “Lady
Godiva”. Past and present membersincluding members of the original
Merredin Repertory Club- are invited
to return to catch up with old friends,
check out the amazing refurbishment
of the Cummins Theatre, meet the
new Cummins Theatre Managers and
look at the memorabilia collected
over the years. Tickets to the “Lady
Godiva” show can be purchased at
www.cumminstheatre.com.au. For
further enquiries contact Gemma on
theromeos@y7mail.com

Michael Sharp, Kristy Sharp (nee Ludovico) & Mal Harper in "A Little Murder Never Hurt
Anybody" (2007)
Suz Jones, Chloe Flockart & Vicki Hancock from "Jack & the Beanstalk" (2009)

10 Years of Plays

2006 Jest At The West
2007 A Little Murder Never Hurt Anybody
2007 Ma Baker’s Tonic
2008 Love to Declare/ Love and Other Flushes/ Love or Nearest Offer
2008 Sailing South
2009 The World Bra Unclipping Championships At Garimba/ Farmer Will Swap Combine
Harvester for Wife
2009 Jack and the Beanstalk
2010 The Three Musketeers
2011 I Only Have Fangs for You
2011 Scrooge
2012 Zoo/ Two Weddings and a Conference
2012 Robin Hood
2013 Golf, Marriage and Other Murderous Matters/ Smalls Talk
2014 Kevin’s Above/ Up the Garden Path
2014 Hacienda Del Toro
2015 Curiosity Cat
2015 Shenanigan’s Wake
2016 Ghosts at the Grange
2016 Lady Godiva
Chorus of "Ma Baker's Tonic" (2007)

Cameron Wild & Louise French in "Up the
Garden Path" (2014)

Children in "Scrooge" (2011)

Cast of "Sailing South" (2008)

The cast of Shenanigan's Wake (2015)
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Janelle Atkins plead guilty to having
no authority to drive (never held),
was fined $250, ordered to pay costs
of $188 and had her licence
suspended for 3 months, she plead
guilty to using an unlicensed vehicle
on the road, was fined $100, and
ordered to pay a half annual licence
fee of $146.65, plead guilty to
driving or using a vehicle that did
not comply with the vehicle
standards regulations and was fined
$600, and plead guilty to being a
driver who failed to ensure that a
passenger under 16 wore a seatbelt
and was fined $600.
Ryan Bamford was convicted of
having no authority to drive—
suspended
(other
than
fines
suspension), received a 7 month
suspended imprisonment
order
suspended for 18 months, had his
licence suspended for 9 months and
was ordered to pay costs of $98.50.
Jeremy Corden plead guilty to
driving or attempting to drive a
motor vehicle on a public road with a
blood alcohol content, had his
licence suspended for 6 months,
fined $500 and ordered to pay costs
of $188.
Michael Coverley was convicted of
having no authority to drive—
suspended
(other
than
fines
suspensiuon), fined $400, ordered to
pay costs of $188 and had his licence
suspended for a further 9 months.

Friday, November 25, 2016

David Enriquez plead guilty to
possessing a prohibited weapon,
fined $350 and ordered to pay costs
of $188.
Michael Fifett was convicted of
common assault in circumstances of
aggravation or racial aggravation,
fined $500 and ordered to pay costs
of $188.
Michael Ford was convicted of
having no authority to drive—
suspended
(other
than
fines
suspension),
had his
licence
suspended for a further 9 months,
fined $400 and ordered to pay costs
of $188.
Yurleen Ford was found guilty of
having no authority to drive (never
held), had his licence suspended for
3 months, fined $150 and ordered to
pay costs of $188.
Brett Griffiths was found guilty of 2
charges of criminal damage or
destruction of property and received
a community based order of 9
months.
Bradley Hayden plead guilty to
disorderly behaviour in public, fined
$600 and ordered to pay costs of
$188.
Karen Herbert was found guilty of
possessing a controlled weapon,
fined $350 and ordered to pay costs
of $188, and was found guilty of
having no authority to drive
(expired) and fined $50.

Court Report
Irene Jetta was found guilty of
dangerous driving, fined $700 and
ordered to pay costs of $98.50, she
was also found guilty of failing to
provide a sample of breath for breath
analysis test, received a community
based order of 12 months, and had
her licence suspended for 18 months.
Sungwoo Kim was found guilty of
exceeding the speed limit in a speed
zone, fined $1000 and ordered to pay
costs of $98.50, he was found guilty
of providing false or misleading
personal details and fined $400, and
found guilty of having no authority
to drive—suspended (other than
fines suspension), had his licence
suspended for a further 12 months
and fined $400.
Ryan Leonard plead guilty to
exceeding the speed limit in a speed
zone and fined $200, he also plead
guilty to driving or attempting to
drive a motor vehicle on a public
road with a blood alcohol content,
fined $600, ordered to pay costs of
$188 and had his licence suspended
for 6 months.
Dale McKinnon plead guilty to
having no authority to drive (never
held), had his licence suspended for
3 months, fined $250 and ordered to
pay costs of $188, he also plead
guilty to driving or attempting to
drive a motor vehicle on a public
road with a blood alcohol content,
fined $250 and had his licence

suspended for 3 months.
Deidre Narkle was found guilty of
assault occasioning bodily harm,
fined $750 and ordered to pay costs
of $98.50.
Andrew Reiling plead guilty to
possessing a prohibited drug
(Cannabis), fined $800 and ordered
to pay costs of $414.50, he also
plead guilty to possessing drug
paraphernalia in or on which there
was a prohibited drug or plant, fined
$800and ordered to pay costs of
$414.50.
Jack Robertson was convicted of
having no authority to drive (never
held), fined $250, ordered to pay
costs of $188 and had his licence
suspended for 3 months.
Donald Simpson was convicted of
carrying (possessing) an article with
intent to cause fear, fined $450 and
ordered to pay costs of $188.
Emma Skipsey plead guilty to
possessing a prohibited drug
(cannabis), fined $250 and ordered
to pay costs of $188, she also plead
guilty
to
possessing
drug
paraphernalia in or on which there
was a prohibited drug or plant and
fined $200.
Kyle Stroinski was convicted of
possessing a prohibited drug
(cannabis), fined $500 and ordered
to pay costs of $188.
Steevi-Lee Thomas was found guilty
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Court Report
to failing to comply with a request to
give police personal details, fined
$350 and ordered to pay costs of
$188, was found guilty of disorderly
behaviour in public, fined $600 and
had her licence suspended for 6
months, and was found guilty of
reckless driving (dangerous to public
or any person), fined $2000, ordered
to pay costs of $98.50, ordered to
pay an annual fee of $1000 and had

her licence suspended for 8 months.
Tamika Woods was convicted of
disorderly behaviour in public, fined
$750, and ordered to pay costs of
$188.
Phillip Wren was found guilty of a
breach of a violence restraining
order, fined $150 and ordered to pay
costs of $98.50.

5

My Thoughts

Trumplicanism
The king was polite and considerate,
he replied: "I hold the palace
meteorologist in high regard. He is
an extensively educated and
experienced professional, and I pay
him very high wages. He gave me a
very different forecast. I trust him
and I will continue on my way." So
they did.
However, a short time later a
torrential rain fell from the sky. The
King and Queen were totally soaked
and their entourage chuckled upon
seeing them in such a shameful
condition.
Kevin Tengvall

By KEVIN TENGVALL

Silly me, I thought naively maybe
that once The American presidential
elections were over, we would get
back to some sort of normality and
not hear quite so much about the (the
USA’s ) politics.
Frankly I am not that interested other
than this election had two of the
worst candidates in history (just an
opinion). Which led me to think,
about how far removed, politics can
be from the majority of people.
I came across this story which I think
speaks volumes; I will let you decide
how relevant you think it might be
today.
Once upon a time there was a king
who wanted to go fishing. He called
the royal weather forecaster and
inquired as to the weather forecast
for the next few hours. The
weatherman assured him that there
was no chance of rain in the coming
days.
So the king went fishing with his
wife, the queen.
Westlink programs are free to watch at Merredin CRC

Police Report
By Senior
CROOK

Sergeant

SHANE

There has been a reduction in crime
lately which is good to see, this is
due to the help we have been getting
from the public and to the work of
officers from our police station.
Unfortunately we have still had to
charge numerous people for a variety
of offences ranging from Disorderly
Conduct to Assault Occasioning
Bodily Harm.
There has been a spike in anti-social
behaviour, several people have been
charged as a result of their behaviour
in public, in particular at Merredin
Regional Community and Leisure
Centre. In an effort to stop this
behaviour Police have been working
with centre management, Merredin

Shire and basketball association with
a view to banning people from
attending the Centre. If a person is
banned and they attend they may be
charged with trespass or other related
offence.
Remember attending places such as
the Recreation Centre, Hotel, Tavern
or shop that is owned by someone or
an organisation is not a right and
permission to enter can be taken
away at any time by whoever is in
control of the premises.
We continue to get results due to
receiving information from you so
please if you have any information in
relation to property or drug offences
you can call us direct on 9041 1322
or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

On the way he met a farmer on his
donkey. Upon seeing the king the
farmer said, "Your Majesty, you
should return to the palace at once
because in just a short time I expect a
huge amount of rain to fall in this
area".

Furious, the king returned to the
palace and gave the order to fire the
weatherman at once! Then he
summoned the farmer and offered
him the prestigious and high paying
role of royal forecaster.
The farmer said, "Your Majesty, I do
not know anything about forecasting.
I obtain my information from my
donkey. If I see my donkey's ears
drooping, it means with certainty
that it will rain." So instead, the King
hired the donkey on the spot.

And thus began the
practice of hiring asses
the government and
highest
and most
positions...

ancient-old
to work in
occupy its
influential

Many a truth has been said in Jest,
only time will tell how this will all
pan out, what really surprises me, is
how the polls and a lot of political
commenters got it so wrong, it just
goes to show that it’s not just
politicians but the main stream
media are under estimating the
feeling of middle class people. Was
this really a case of the worm has
turned?
With our state elections looming on
the horizon, the parties on all sides
of the political spectrum need to take
note, Brexit and Trumplicanism
happened for a reason.
Just something to ponder eh?

Do you have something to say?
Write a Letter to the Editor, email to
administration@merredincrc.com or drop it in to 110
Barrack Street, Merredin.
And have your say.
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Merredin Christmas Bazaar a Big Success
By DEBBIE MORRIS
This year’s Christmas Bazaar was the
suggestion of Marie Bartlett, a
Tupperware Consultant who was part
of the Party Planners group who
hosted a Christmas Shopping night
last year. Marie approached the
Merredin CRC, as the CRCs in
Westonia
and
Mukinbudin
coordinate a shopping event in their
communities for all stallholders,
which includes party planners and
craft people.
The CRC agreed to canvas the
community as to the support for a
combined Christmas shopping event,
as opposed to the separate events that
have been held in the past, which was
Party Planners on one night, Craft
people on another night and last year
a Home Business Market event.
The support for one event was
overwhelming which showed with
the number of stalls booked totalling

32 and about 125 shoppers for the
Christmas Bazaar which was held on
Friday 18 November at the Cummins
Theatre. The concept was to have all
stalls in the auditorium but the
numbers kept growing so it was
extended to the Tivoli Room and
then to the garden/patio area at the
side. Stalls came from Merredin,
Mukinbudin,
Kellerberrin
and
Narembeen
with
some
exMerredinites (Kirsty Mackenzie and
Robyn Cockram) coming from a lot
further away.
The CRC wanted to create a social
night as well as a night for shopping.
With this in mind, a $10 fee paid for
a glass of bubbly and unlimited food
throughout
the
evening,
an
inexpensive tea, no need to cook, and
more time to shop. This worked
very well, and certainly created a
social atmosphere. A number of
people commented that the food was
a great idea and a very reasonable
price, some commented that $10 was

unreasonable, whilst others said that
they didn’t attend as they thought the
$10 was an entry fee only. The CRC
will take these comments on board if
we coordinate this event again next
year.
The Repertory Club manned the bar,
for those that wanted some
additional drinks, which was a great
partnership and we really appreciated
their support and getting into the
spirit of Christmas.
We sought feedback from both the
stallholders and attendees and this
will definitely be taken on board for

Stacey Rogers at her Home Made
Baby Clothes stall

Joy Perry and Anne Mottershead at
their jewellery and cakes stalls

Robyn Cockram travelled from Hopetoun
to have a stall and with family and
friends took the opportunity to catch up
with long-time friend Olga Kittyea

Fiona Iles and Stacey Hanson in their
Christmas hats

Repertory Club members Greg Shea
and Mal Harper manning the bar

Vicki Allen, Gail Pick and Kirsty Mackenzie (from Wellstead with her Beauty Bus stall)

Mukinbudin Community Resource Centre Shopping Day
By CAITLIN HOGAN
On Thursday the 17th of November
the
Mukinbudin
Community
Resource Centre ran their annual
Shopping Day, an event that gives
local residents and those from
surrounding communities the
chance to complete some of their
Christmas shopping (or just
indulge in a little retail therapy),
whilst supporting local businesses.

The day was a big success with
over twenty stalls and one hundred
people through the doors. From the
stalls that attended, some of the
highlights included the large
selection of toys, children’s books,
ladies shoes and small Christmas
themed gifts.
The feedback received was that
visitors thoroughly enjoyed a day

of ‘market’ shopping, high tea and
socialising.

The
Mukinbudin
Community
Resource Centre is planning to hold
another Shopping Day in 2017 which

we are thoroughly looking forward to
as it’s an event that is warmly
received by locals!
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Welcome to Tracey and Lee
By MICHELLE MARKS—Shire
of Merredin
The Shire recently welcomed two
new members to the administration
team, Tracey Weiss and Lee
Holben. Tracey began in early
November as an Administration
Officer and comes to us all the
way from South Africa. “I came to
Merredin a few months ago, and
loved it so much I decided to move
here”
Tracey
says,
“The
community
is
warm
and
accommodating, the area is
beautiful and the weather is
lovely.” Tracey’s 30 years of
administrative experience allowed
her to settle into her new role
quickly, “I am looking forward to
providing an efficient and effective
administration service to the Shire
and its community for many years
to come”.

the future and moving forward
from there” says Lee, “I look
forward to getting to know the
Merredin community, learning
from them and sharing my
knowledge.”
Tracey and Lee’s predecessors
haven’t left us altogether. With the
commencement
of
Belgravia
Leisure’s management contract of
the MRCLC in October, Marilyn
and Robyn began working as
Centre
Manager
and
Administration
Officer
respectively.
You can drop by and say hello to
Tracey and Lee at the Shire
Administration building on corner
of Barrack and King Street.

By KAY SNELL
For many people Christmas is a
special time for families coming
together, of remembering friends
and sharing of gifts.
For 25 years Uniting Care and
Target have partnered to brighten
the lives of many Australians
through their annual Christmas
appeal.
There are families and individuals
in our community who are unable to
celebrate with the giving and
sharing of gifts.
Our local Target store has in place a
Christmas tree, under which
unwrapped gifts may be placed or
shoppers may purchase $1.00 gift
tags from the checkout.
These gifts shall be collected by
members of the Uniting Church and
then distributed to those in need
prior to Christmas Day.

Lee, the new Community Liaison
Officer, comes with a wealth of
knowledge
in
community
development having 30 years’
experience in cultural, events and
community based roles.

“Getting to know the community is
my first priority, followed by
finding out what has been done in
the past and what is planned for

The Gift of Giving

With the gifts, a hamper of food is
also given and with all the churches
in Merredin combining to provide
the food, the gifts and hampers are
delivered. Items of non-perishable
food may also be left at Merredin
Supa IGA.
Lee Holben and Tracey Weiss

May people’s hearts be touched to
give.
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Visit to Cambodia
By ASHLEY BOARDMAN
A team from Essential Personnel
Lifestyle Services in Western
Australia, last week had the
opportunity to visit Phnom Penh in
Cambodia and meet with individuals
with Disability, their families and
tour the Organizations International
Services department.
Included in this group was Essential
Personnel Lifestyle Services Site
manager from Merredin, Ashley
Boardman as well as Site Managers,
Coordinators and Support Staff from
both Northam and Midland.
“In 2008 staff from Essential
Personnel visited Cambodia to
experience assisting the disabled in
a third world country. Cambodia is
the highest per-capita ranked
country in the world with people
with disabilities.
The Disability Action Council in
Cambodia
put
the
Essential
Personnel staff in touch with a
number of people who worked in
disability organisations, including a
man named Mr Nimul Ouch from
Phnom
Penh
who ran
an
organisation called Yodifee (Youth
with Disabilities Foundation for
Education and Employment). The
poverty and challenges in Cambodia
that Nimul faced on a day-to-day
basis touched all of us and made us
realise how very lucky we are in
Australia. The CEO and staff of
Essential
Personnel
quickly
developed a relationship with Nimul
and have committed to raising funds
to support.
In 2014, after discussions with
Nimul Ouch, Essential Personnel
established a Non-Government

Organisation (NGO), Essential
Personnel Cambodia, based in
Phnom Penh that will empower
young Cambodians with disabilities
through education and training,
leading
to
employment
and
independence.

Essential Personnel Cambodia rents
2 houses; a house to accommodate
11 female university students and a
house to accommodate 12 male
university students,
all
with
disabilities including assistance with
transport, meals and tuition.
Disabled students living in the
University House in Phnom Penh
came from outer provinces of
Cambodia and attended secondary
school through the support of Nimul
and his team. The students attend a
number of Universities in Phnom
Penh and are studying Law, English,
Information Technology, Banking
and Teaching.
The plan for the future is to build a
Centre for disabled youth in
Cambodia which will provide a
family atmosphere whilst also
assisting the youth with their
personal development and growth.
The
centre
will
provide
accommodation, meals, transport to
and from school, school uniforms
and equipment to disabled youth
from poor or broken families, who
have been abandoned or whose
families live in an area too remote to
access school regularly.
This complex will be situated
approximately 20kms from the
centre of Phnom Penh. The complex
will consist of a male dormitory and
a female dormitory accommodating
25 students each; a kitchen and
dining area; a house for the manager

and volunteer accommodation; 6
tuition classrooms; a craft workshop
and administration offices.
Youth with a disability who attend
the centre will participate in
programs which will seek to
empower them through education
and training, leading to employment
and self-sufficiency.

Students that live in the complex
will attend a nearby public school
and will receive additional English
and Information Technology tuition
in the complex. This program will
cover the cost of tuition, provide
transport to and from school and
monitor scholastic progress. The
Centre will also provide support to
outlying provinces by monitoring
school attendance and providing
support to the students and their
families through home visitation.
On this year’s trip those that
attended had the opportunity to
travel into the remote Kampot
Provinces and tour a newly
purchased Farm that has been turned
into a self-sustaining business with
the profits being used to help fund
programs around Cambodia as well

as provide stable paid employment
within the local area.
They also visited with participants
and families involved with Essential
Personnel and to see and experience
a side of Cambodia that would not
normally be seen by tourists.
With no Government Assistance
available to People with Disabilities
in Cambodia, Essential Personnel is
wholly funded through donations
and fundraising, with 100% of these
donations going to where it is
needed, not being eaten up by
‘administration’ or ‘advertising
costs’. If you would like to make a
donation or become involved in
Essential
Personnel
Cambodia
please contact the Merredin Office
on 9041 4333 for more information.
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CRC COMMUNITY NEWS
The CRC is a community owned and managed organisation that supports volunteers, provides events, services,
information (government and non-government) and facilities for the community which include the Seniors Luncheon,
Australia Day Breakfast, Merredin Markets and Pet Cemetery to name a few.

Merredin Markets
this weekend
Come along to the Markets this
Sunday (27 November) and browse
for some bargains for Christmas.
Lots of stalls to visit which includes
some of our regulars along with
some new ones including Sandy
Fleay’s knitted chooks, Spices, Oils,
Vinegars and Chocolate Powders and
Scentsy.
The markets will be in the carpark
next to the Visitors Centre this
month, so come and have a look and
tell us what you think. Enjoy a
sausage sizzle or an ice cream and
catch up with some friends.

Merredin Show

Santa Visiting Merredin CRC

Thursday 1st and Thursday 8th
December Santa will be at the
Merredin CRC between 3.30pm and
6pm to have photos with children
and families.
Phone the CRC to book a spot. Cost
will be $15 for the sitting fee (Santa
will be giving out bags of lollies to
the little ones) and you can bring
along your own USB or one will be
provided for $5 and up to 5 photos
will be loaded onto the USB. You
can then take them and use them for
any of your Christmas ideas or print
them out on the Kodak Kiosk whilst
you are in the CRC. Prints are 50c
for 6X4 or $1 for 5X7 or 6X8.
Phone the CRC on 90411041 to book
your place.

Christmas Light Participation Raffles – Houses and Businesses

Booking forms are now available for
the Merredin Show, which is on
Saturday 25 March 2017.

To get a booking form call the CRC
on 9041 1041 or send an email to
administration@merredincrc.com
and ensure you have a place at the
Show.

As mentioned in the last Phoenix
the CRC will be coordinating a
Christmas Light Competition, but
this year’s will be a bit different.
Anyone who makes the effort to
hang some Christmas Lights on the
front of their house is contributing
to the Christmas spirit and
therefore has the opportunity to
enter into the Christmas Light
Participation Raffle.
Contact the CRC on 90411041 or
email merredin@crc.net.au for an
entry form.
All entries will go into a draw to
win one of 5 x $50 prizes.
There is also a Christmas Light
Participation Raffle for businesses,
so we hope that all businesses will
be a part of this and spread the
Christmas spirit in Merredin and
win a $50 prize.
The Raffle Draws will be done at
Gala Night on Thursday 15
December.
The Christmas Light Participation
Raffles are generously supported
by Merredin Energy.

Everyone can enter and be in the
Raffle Draw – it is not the best
house, it is participation and
spreading the Christmas spirit.

Merredin Gala Night –
Thursday 15 December
The Merredin CRC is working with
the Shire of Merredin to coordinate
this year’s Gala Night.
We are looking for groups or
individuals who would like to do an
activity or fundraiser on Gala Night,
so if you are interested contact the
CRC on 9041 1041 or the Shire on
9041 1611 or Visitor Centre on 9041
1666.
Let’s make this year’s Gala Night
fun for all the family – things to see
and do, time to do some Christmas
shopping in the retail shops or stalls
and enjoy some entertainment. Any
ideas welcome.
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Secondary Scholarships for 2017
The Department of Education
coordinates
a
range
of
scholarships, grants and prizes to
help students meet some of the
costs of secondary schooling. The
minimum scholarship value is
$750; however, the majority are
for sums of $1 000 and upwards.
A number of the scholarships also
offer
repeat
funding
in
subsequent years, subject to
satisfactory academic progress.
Most of the scholarships close at
5.30pm on Monday, 12th

December 2016. Please note the
Roy Grace English Scholarship
has an earlier closing date of
5.30pm on Monday, 28th
November 2016; and P&N Bank
Scholarships close by 5.00pm on
Friday, 6th January 2017.

Scholarship
criteria
and
procedural information can be
found on the Department’s
scholarships webpage. Please
promote the scholarships to
eligible students and their
families, and direct them to the

webpage.
For further information contact
Ms Cassie Bussell, Principal
Consultant,
Teaching
and
Learning, on 9402 6304 or email
her
at
cassie.bussell@education.wa.edu.
au. Alternatively, contact Mr
Greg
Piggott,
Principal
Consultant,
Teaching
and
Learning on 9402 6303 or email
him
at
greg.piggott@education.wa.edu.au.

Grandparents Morning Tea
The Pre-primary students in the PP2
class were very excited when their
grandparents came for morning tea.
The classroom was full of much
excitement and delight as students
eagerly showed their grandparents all
the wonderful work they’ve been
doing. The Pre-primary students
loved performing an item for
everyone to see. We were very
grateful to our grandparents and
extended families for making the
time to come and join us and share
the exciting journey we have
undertaken throughout the year.

Kindy Orientation
We would like to send a big
welcome out to our 25 new
Kindergarten students and their
parents who attended the Kindy
Orientation program.
Our newest enrolments had a full
morning of songs, games and stories
and it was wonderful to see the

confidence of these 4 year olds,
many whom had attended the
playgroup run by Amity Health at
the College.
Over the next few weeks we will
continue to familiarise them with the
Early Childhood Centre and routines
we use when at school.
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Remembrance Day
Service
The Year 6 Special Events
Ministry
presented
our
Remembrance Day Service on
Friday 11 November which is the
anniversary of the Armistice
which ended the First World War
(1914–18). Each year on this day
Australians observe one minute’s
silence at 11 am, in memory of
those who died or suffered in all
wars and armed conflicts.

Year 2 Assembly and Grandparents Morning Tea
The Year 2 class hosted the Week
5 assembly. The highlight of the
assembly was their performance of
Maths Rocks, where they sang and
danced to the six, seven, eight and
nine times tables, very impressive.
Following

the

assembly

World of Maths
Students from Pre Primary to Year 6
participated in the World of Maths
Roadshow on Monday 7 November.
The Roadshow enabled the children
to gain an insight into problem
solving, working in teams and to see
how Maths is applied in real life
situations.

grandparents were welcomed into
classrooms where they shared in
their grandchildren’s learning. The
grandparents were then treated to a
performance by the school choir
and a special morning tea in their
honour.
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$768,000 for community pools in Central Wheatbelt
Twenty-four community pools in the Central
Wheatbelt electorate will benefit from grants of up
to $32,000 announced by local Member and
Minister for Sport and Recreation, Hon Mia
Davies.
“Twenty-four community pools in the Central
Wheatbelt electorate will each benefit from a
$32,000 grant designed to assist them towards pool
upgrades,
maintenance,
equipment,
staff
development or a reduction of pool entry costs,”
Ms Davies said.
Ms Davies said the local pools were among 95
state-wide to benefit in time for summer, thanks to
an injection of funding made possible by the
Royalties for Regions program.
“Swimming pools are expensive to run and
maintain for Local Government, but they are
absolutely essential in our hot and dry climate,” Ms
Davies said.
“They provide a social meeting place, opportunity
for sport and recreation, and also rehabilitation
from injury.
“Growing up in Wyalkatchem, in summer the pool
was the place to be, and 30 years down the track
this hasn’t changed.”

“It’s reducing the financial burden on Local
Government and ratepayers to ensure these
important facilities can stay open and wellmaintained.”
For further information or to apply for the
Community Pool Revitalisation Program please
visit www.dsr.wa.gov.au/cprp.
Pools in the electorate of Central Wheatbelt:
Beverley Pioneers Memorial Pool, Boddington
Swimming Pool, Brookton Aquatic Centre, Bruce
Rock Aquatic Centre, Corrigin War Memorial
Pool, Cunderdin War Memorial Swimming Pool,
Dowerin Memorial Swimming Pool, Goomalling
Memorial Swimming Pool, Hyden Pool,
Kellerberrin Swimming Pool, Kondinin Pool,
Koorda Community Pool, Merredin District
Olympic Pool, Mukinbudin Memorial Swimming
Pool, Narembeen Aquatic Centre, Northam
Swimming Pool, Nungarin Swimming and Leisure
Centre, Pingelly Swimming Pool, Shire of
Quairading Memorial Pool, Trayning Aquatic
Centre, Wongan Hill Memorial Swimming Pool,
Wundowie Swimming Pool, Wyalkatchem War
Memorial Aquatic Centre, York Memorial
Swimming Pool.

Nungarin Swimming and Leisure Centre

Member for the Agricultural Region Hon Martin
Aldridge MLC said community pools allowed
people of all ages to stay active and connected.
“It’s thanks to Royalties for Regions that those
living and working in regional WA are enjoying
improved infrastructure and services,” Mr Aldridge
said.
Merredin District Olympic Pool

Narembeen Aquatic Centre
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A Morning with Ros
Worthington
By WENDY PORTER
The Merredin Regional Library
was excited to host inspirational
speaker Ros Worthington on
Tuesday 15th November.
A small but enthusiastic group
spent an enthralling morning
listening to Ros speak about her
experiences with many charities,
including
the
Make-a-Wish
Foundation among many others,
as well as speaking about her
own life challenges.

and become a better person
despite life’s challenges.
Signed copies of Ros’s book
were available for people to buy.
For more information go to
www.rosworthington.com.au.

Ros spoke about how her 65
years on this planet has helped
her become a catalyst for change,
and has worked tirelessly, giving
of herself and inspiring others to
have a more philanthropic view
of the world.
Ros was inspiring, funny and
ready to impart some good oldfashioned advice on how to grow

Tarlisha O’Donnell, Ros Worthington,
Tracey O’Donnell and Bianca O’Donnell
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Chris’s Corner
By
CHRIS
MERWE

VAN

DER

Water in fuel tank
How did that get in there? That is
the usual response I get when I
tell customers they have water in
their fuel tank. The water usually
gets there from the fuel container
they have had sitting on the shed
floor for a while. Condensation
builds up inside the fuel can and
is transferred to your fuel tank

when filling your machine. It is
advisable to keep the fuel can off
the floor and in the shade to help
prevent this. You may also want
to try a plastic container as these
seem to have less issues with
condensation.
If you have a question you would
like answered about your
lawnmower,
chainsaw,
line
trimmer or other piece of
equipment just email it to
chris@merredinmowers.com.au

Advertising in The Phoenix is easy, and
less expensive than you’d think!
Call 9041 1041 to get the
Advertising Rates today.

A Night with Andre Rieu

By SANDRA FLEAY
On Thursday November 3rd
2016,
many
Merredinites
descended on the Perth Arena to
have their fill of Andre Rieu.
One particular resident Wendy
Farrington was counting off the
sleeps. Wendy is part of his fan
club and gets great joy from his
music.
After the show, Wendy looked up
the Fan Club site to see if any of
the show was filmed and came
across this beautiful photo of
herself and her son Shaun

Lancaster. She had the most
wonderful night that will hold
fond memories.
Wendy's
Grandson,
Adam
Lancaster, posted some lovely
words he’d like to share. “My
beautiful Nana and my Dad
recently went and saw Andre
Rieu live in Perth, something Nan
had been thoroughly excited
about for months prior to the
actual event. My Nana is one of
the most lovely people I’ve ever
known, look how happy she is”.
And we all agree with this Adam.
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It’s All About You
The science of overeating at Christmas: What happens when
you've eaten too much?
From GOOD FOOD
How much can you eat before
that stomach-straining, nauseainducing feeling strikes? You
know the one. It invariably
presents
sometime
after
Christmas lunch. Or when you
meet family obligations and back
up a three-course lunch with a
four-course dinner with the inlaws.
Suddenly you're feeling as stuffed
as the turducken - for the
uninitiated that's a deboned
chicken stuffed into a deboned
duck, stuffed into a deboned
turkey.
The science website Nova,
associated with the Australian
Academy of Science, points out
that the capacity of the human
stomach is not as great as you
might think.
An
adult
stomach
can
comfortably hold about one litre
of food and drink. Any more than
that and things start to get
uncomfortable.

However the human body is
nothing if not flexible. Even when
put to the test at Christmas time.
Nutritionist and childhood obesity
researcher Brooke Harcourt from
the Murdoch Childrens Research
Institute said a 'resting' stomach
cavity is about the size of a fist though it can comfortably stretch to
hold up to four litres of food and
liquid.
That uncomfortable feeling of
having overeaten is caused by the
stomach pressing into surrounding
organs - including the liver,
diaphragm and lungs.
"In a bad case it can inhibit their
function a little bit, so it gets harder
to breathe which is why people
loosen that top button," Dr Harcourt
said.
Located just below the rib cage,
there is little room for the stomach
to expand - other than outwards.
"As it starts to expand we get what
we sometimes refer to as a 'food
baby'," Dr Harcourt said.
But be warned. The food baby can
only grow so big.
Any more than four litres of food
and liquid in the stomach can
prompt a gag reflex. This means the
digestive system goes into reverse
and before you know it, lunch has
been regurgitated and landed at
your feet. Not a good look.
Dr Harcourt said the gag reflex was
triggered not just because the
stomach was at capacity - but also
because acidity levels become

elevated as the hydrochloric acid
floods in to aid digestion.
Heartburn can also be triggered by
overeating as acid creeps up into the
oesophagus - not to mention
burping as the body tries to rid itself
of the unwanted air ingested while
eating.
To avoid overeating Dr Harcourt
said the trick was to listen to your
body.
"You can also have a glass of water
before the meal, so you are already
feeling a little full," she said. "The
water also gets the digestion
process going."
Dr Harcourt said people should be
aware that in 80 per cent of cases,
when people think they're hungry,
they're actually thirsty.
"We just have to try listen to our
bodies, which is very hard. It's
much easier said than done," she
said.
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Newly launched Meth
Helpline provides support
From SDERA
A new dedicated, free Meth
Helpline to expand the fight
against methamphetamine use in
Western Australia was launched in
September this year.
Mental Health Minister Andrea
Mitchell said the important service
was another initiative of the $14.9
million Western Australian Meth
Strategy announced in this year’s
State Budget.
“I urge people with meth-related
issues to call the Meth Helpline
and talk with the professional
counsellors about the treatment
and support services available to
them,” Ms Mitchell said.
“The Mental Health Commission
has allocated $300,000 over two
years for this dedicated helpline to
provide telephone counselling,
information and referral services
for anyone concerned about their
own, or another person’s, meth
use.”

The Minister said she had been
listening to desperate stories of
parents and others at public forums
across the State in recent months,

asking where to get help and
information.
“Now I can simply say ‘call the
helpline’ and know that the start of
something potentially life-changing
is just one phone call away for
people,” she said.
“It’s important to remember that it
helps to get help. “No matter what
the
circumstances,
helpline
counsellors will be there to listen
and provide help and support.”
Parents, families and friends are
encouraged to get support through
the helpline. Helpline counsellors
can also link parents and other
family members to a network of
trained parent volunteers who have
experienced their own child’s
alcohol or drug use.
The Meth Helpline also provides
support via email and the live chat
online messaging service.
The Western Australian Meth
Strategy also includes funding for
expanded school drug education.
Contact
SDERA
for
more
information.
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Could your lunchbox make
you sick?
From DIRECTIONS
Here in sunny WA as the weather
warms up, many of us take to
eating outdoors or enjoying picnics
and barbeques. Many of us also
pack a lunch to take to work. But
as wonderful as the weather is
becoming, the warmer months are
also the worst for food poisoning.
Bacteria in food multiplies much
faster in warm or humid
conditions. Even cooler bags and
insulated lunch containers will
only keep the food at a safe
temperature for so long, especially
if they are stored in offices under
desks or in cupboards, or even in
cars until required.
5 Tips to keep your lunch fresh
and safe
Preparing and enjoying your food
in areas where there are little or no
hand
washing
facilities
or
refrigeration can also be tricky.
But food poisoning can have
serious consequences, including
vomiting and diarrhea, and can be
particularly dangerous for the very
young, older people, and people
with weakened immune systems.
So what steps can you take to stay

safe and enjoy your summer meals
with colleagues or family and
friends?

1. Make sure your food containers
are thoroughly clean and airtight.

2. Don’t over-pack your fridge. In

order to be most effective, air needs
to circulate around food to maintain
optimal temperatures. And take your
lunch out of any insulated bags or
cooler boxes before putting them in
the fridge at work or at home. The
insulation can keep the cold out as
well as the heat.

3. If it’s been out of the fridge for
more than 2 hours, chuck it. This
includes not only meats and seafood
but also cooked pasta or rice.

4. Keep raw meat, chicken and
seafood chilled and away from any
cooked food.

5. If you are planning on taking

leftovers for lunch, refrigerate as
soon as you get them home and don’t
wait for them to cool before sticking
them in the fridge. If you are not
going to eat them within 3-5 days,
freeze or dispose of them.
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“Guess what I am”

By LANCE FLEAY
We have a winner from last editions
entry.
Congratulations to Bob
French who correctly identified the
object as a dough mixer for making
bread.
It was once used by Gillespie’s
Bakery here in Merredin until 1980.
It was then kindly donated to the
museum.
Bob wins the family pass to the
Railway Museum. Well done.
Now onto this weeks ‘Guess What I
am’.
This one is very easy and was used
by most housewives in the 40’s &
50’s, particularly farmers wives.

Hint: The product it produced was
used in conjunction with the
answer to last editions quiz.
Text your answers to 0428 411 551
for your chance to win a family
pass to the Merredin Railway
Museum.
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Jamie’s new job
By JOHN PROUD

Jamie said.

Although not a long-term resident of
Westonia, 21-year-old Jamie Warren
has become a popular and wellknown local figure.

Shire of Westonia Chief Executive
Officer Jamie Criddle responded
favourably to an approach by
Essential Personnel to hire Jamie.

He plays tennis on Sundays, rides a
quad bike and is a Meals On Wheels
volunteer on Wednesdays.

“I advised the councillors and they
supported the move strongly.” Mr
Criddle said.

Now, through the efforts of Essential
Personnel, a successful Disability
Employment Services Provider in
Merredin, Jamie is now kitted out in
high-vis gear as a paid worker at the
Shire of Westonia.

“As well as his self-esteem
improving, Jamie is making a real
improvement to the appearance of
the town which attracts so many
tourists each year.”

Assessed by the Federal Government
as able to work eight hours a week,
Jamie works four hours in the Shire’s
attractive gardens and four hours at
the Co-op.
Shire
horticulturist
Belinda
McMurdo supervises Jamie in the
gardens.
“He is now enjoying his third week
and there is an element of training in
what he is doing.” she said
“His workmates enjoy his outgoing
personality and he is very keen.”

“It’s good to be really working.”

Westonia is an historic gold mining
town and the local mine Edna May is
just
beginning
underground
operations.

The whole Shire reflects its mining
history.
Essential Personnel acting Merredin
Site Manager Behin Smile makes
regular visits to Westonia to check
on Jamie’s progress.
“He is a good example of what a
person
with
disabilities
can
contribute to the mainstream
workforce if given the opportunity.”
he said.

At work: Westonia Essential Personnel client Jamie Warren working on the town park
reticulation system watched by Essential Personnel acting Merredin site manager Behin
Smile, Shire of Westonia Chief Executive Officer Jamie Criddle and Shire horticulturist
Belinda McMurdo.

Closure notice
The Merredin Centrelink
agency will be closed
between the 25th of
December 2016 and the
2nd of January 2017.
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CLASSIFIEDS
For Sale

Public Notices

50 Litre Rheem Hot Water System x 3. Under cover,
used, good condition, $250 each. Call 0417 221 909.

Shire of Nungarin

3 x bar fridges, 2 x lounge settings, r ound kitchen
table and chairs, tubular bunk bed, wardrobes, beds,
dressing table, fitness equipment, outdoor setting. $350
the lot. Phone 0417 170 059.

Positions Vacant
Junior Trades Assistant/Labourer
Tompkin Engineering is the Ranbuild Accredited Dealer
in Merredin and we are looking for a reliable, motivated
person to join our team.
The position includes but is not limited to the following:
 Installation of sheds
 General Trades Assistant
The following criteria are necessary to fulfil the role:
Current C Class Driver’s Licence
Pass D&A Testing
Be able to work both in a team and individually
Be able to successfully work to a schedule
Previous experience in shed assembly would be
beneficial but not necessary.
This position is a full-time permanent position, with
opportunity of an apprenticeship. The remuneration
package will be based on the Manufacturing and
Associated Industries and Occupations Award 2010.
Please send applications and references to:
Office Manager
Tompkin Engineering
PO Box 629, Merredin, WA, 6415
Email: tompkineng@merredin.net.au

THE

There are elephants appearing all over the
Wheatbelt, look at the one Joe made with his
own road safety message!

WA telescope maps
technicolour sky

Tender 1 - 2016/17
Purchase - (2) x 1 Bedroom Transportable Living
Units
Council has available for purchase (2) x 1 Bedroom
Transportable Living Units located on Lot 48 First
Avenue Nungarin.
The units are offered for purchase on a pick-up and
transport away basis.
Tenders close in writing at 4.00pm on Friday 9th
December 2016.
Further information may be
undersigned.

obtained from the

Bill Fensome
Chief Executive Officer

Contact - 90465006 / 0427465006
ceo@nungarin.wa.gov.au

The GLEAM view of the centre of the Milky Way in radio
colour. Photo courtesy of ABC News.

By GRANT STAINER

Wanted
Private Collector looking to buy all things far m
related. Tractor sets, old steel wheels, oil bottles,
tops and racks, oil and petrol tins, old signs,
bowsers and anything farm related. Happy to look
through dusty sheds. Don’t throw it out I’ll clean
it out. Call Glen on 0408 920 941.

Nungarin’s Elephant in the Wheatbelt
From
ELEPHANT
IN
WHEATBELT Facebook Page

Science

this Elephant called "Nungas" for our
Nungarin CRC metal art competition because
it's everyone's elephant! My slogan is - Get
offa your phona, don't end up in a coma!'.

The Murchison Widefield Array (MWA) radio
telescope, located at a remote, radio-quiet site
north-east of Geraldton, has recently produced a
massive catalogue of 300,000 galaxies as part of
a large survey known as the GLEAM survey.
This is the first radio survey to image the sky in
such detailed technicolour, and shows what the
universe would look like if human eyes could
see radio waves.
The GLEAM survey mapped the sky in 20
primary colours, as compared with the three
primary colours that human eyes can see, and is
even more than the best in the animal kingdom,
the mantis shrimp, which can see 12 different
primary colours.
The resulting radio map produced by the MWA
shows the lowest frequencies in red, the middle
frequencies in green, and the highest
frequencies in blue. The Milky Way is strongly
red, indicating that it is dominated by low
frequency radio emissions, and the surrounding
area is like a rainbow that is parallel to the
Milky Way, indicating bands of different
frequencies.

Well done Joe.

'I'm Joe Wegner, I'm 11 years old and I built

Surveying the sky at 70 to 230 MHz, this large
scale, high-resolution survey is being used to
explain what happens when clusters of galaxies
collide, and examine the behaviour of
supermassive black holes.
The MWA is one of three precursor parts of the
Square Kilometre Array (SKA) project, of
which Australia is jointly hosting along with
South Africa. The SKA is a major international
astronomy project, using many smaller
telescopes that work together such that they
have a collective collecting area of one square
kilometre. The SKA is being built in the coming
years, and will significantly increase Australia’s
astronomical observational capabilities.

Joe Wegner with his elephant Nungas

Other key scientific activities that the MWA is
working on include searching for details of the
formation of elements in the universe, to
searches for transient and variable objects such
as pulsars and fast radio bursts, wide-field
galactic and extra-galactic surveys, and science
related to the Sun.
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Trades

CABINET MAKING

CABINET MAKING

CARPENTER

COMPUTER TECHNICIAN

EARTH MOVING

ELECTRICIAN

GLASS SERVICES

PEST CONTROL

PLUMBER

PEST CONTROL

PLASTERING
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Camera Club Graffiti
By GRANT STAINER
“Graffiti” was the theme for the Merredin Camera
Club’s November meeting, and it was fascinating
to see the variety of graffiti.
Fourteen “graffiti” photos filled the theme section,
and another 14 photos were entered in the open
section. The judge this month was Lucy
Mandyczewsky.

equal third to Karen Slater’s “Cape West” and
Caryn Adamson’s “Low tide”.

Merredin Camera Club, please email Daina
Sutherland at dainasutherland@bigpond.com.

The Merredin Camera Club holds it’s enjoyable
and relaxing meetings at the Merredin Playgroup
building on Throssell Road.
The Merredin Camera Club welcomes new
members. For more information about the

In the theme section, Mrs Mandyczewsky awarded
equal silver to Kate Caughey’s “Old door” and
Sally Robson-Thomas’ “Good Girl Bad Town”.
Equal bronze was awarded to Dot Freebairn’s
“Revamped” and “Well tagged”, as well as
Margret Schell’s “Snoop Dog”.
No gold was awarded by Mrs Mandyczewsky.
In the open section, Mrs Mandyczewsky awarded
gold to Kate Caughey’s “Josephine Falls”. Silver
went to Karen Slater’s “Cape West”, and equal
bronze went to Kate Caughey’s “Everlastings”,
Sally Robson-Thomas’ “Bocce Boys”, and Karen
Slater’s “Eastern Osprey”.

Kate Caughey’s ‘Josephine Falls’

Mrs Mandyczewsky highlighted that the photo
should tell a story about the graffiti, not just be a
mere snapshot picture of the graffiti.
Club members voted similarly to Mrs
Mandyczewsky, giving first place to Sally RobsonThomas’ “Good Girl Bad Town”, second place to
Kate Caughey’s “Old Door”, and third place to Dot
Freebairn’s “Revamped” in the theme section.
In the open section, club members awarded first
place to Kate Caughey’s “Josephine Falls”, second
place to Karen Slater’s “Eastern Osprey”, and

Karen Slater’s ‘Cape West’

Kate Caughey’s ‘Old door’
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Aiden Price enjoying his work placement at
Merredin Carr Care
By REBECCA WALLACE
Aiden is one of 20 Year 11 Merredin College
Vocational Education & Training [VET] students
who recently completed a four week work placement
in an industry related to their VET course. As an
automotive student Aiden worked with Gary Carr at
Merredin Carr Care. He was given the opportunity
to work with, and learn from Gary and experienced
the reality of working long days. Aiden impressed
his employer with his knowledge, skills, willingness
to learn and work ethic.
Work placement gives students the opportunity to
experience the reality of working in the industry that
interests them, being able to put into practice what
they have learnt in school as well as learn new skills.
We had students placed far and wide - from
Southern Cross to Koorda to Mukinbudin, however,
the majority of students found placements with local
Merredin businesses. Students were involved in a
wide variety of industries. Our Hospitality students
worked in a café and a motel. The Business students
found administrative placements at Wheatbelt
schools and community resource centres as well as
in the administration office at Evolution Mining.
Automotive, Engineering and Building and
Construction students worked with a wide variety of
local tradesmen and businesses. All students said
they enjoyed being in the workplace and had learnt a
variety of new work ready skills.
The vast majority of employers were very impressed
with the Merredin College students, many
commenting on how hard they worked, saying that
they showed initiative and had more skills than they
expected for Year 11 students. One employer has
expressed an interest in offering a student an
apprenticeship next year and one student has been

offered holiday work as a result of their work
placement.
Merredin College would like to thank all those
businesses that gave generously of their time and
provided the opportunity for our students to
experience their workplace.
We thank them for sharing their knowledge and
investing in the future of the young adults in our
community.

Here in the
Wheatbelt we
LOVE our sport.
Show the community
how great your team is
by sending articles and
photos to
administration@merredincrc.com
Aiden Price at his work placement at Merredin Carr Care
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Tennis

Burracoppin Tennis Club Open Day
By CARYN ADAMSON
Last Sunday the Burracoppin
Tennis Club held their Open Day
which attracted many players
from around the district and
further afield. Luckily the
weather was not as hot as
originally forecast and a full day
of tennis was enjoyed by
everyone.

Norelle Jefferys and Sam Williams

The A Grade winners were
Norelle Jefferys and Sam
Williams with Mel and Jason
Davis being the runners-up. The
B Grade winners were Kate
Caughey and Rohan Day with
Shirley Johnston and Ben Jardine
being the runners-up. A special
welcome also goes to the juniors
who joined in to give some of the
adults a run for their money!
A day such as this cannot happen
without all of the sponsors that
made donations and we would
like to thank them all – Collgar
Wind Farm, Merredin Rural
Supplies, Hutton & Northey
Sales,
Marley’s
Transport,
Merredin Toyota, Trans-plus
Freight, RSM, Moylan Silos,
Merredin Panel & Paint, NEKA
Accessories, CBH, Hon. Mia
Davies MLA, Dimensions Café
and Wellness Centre. It was
wonderful to see so many people
enjoying themselves in such a
small community.

Tenielle Hooper

Photos courtesy of Caryn
Adamson and Grant Stainer.

A grade winners Norelle Jefferys and Sam Williams

Kael Crees, Sonya McCormack, Alyce Rogerson and Tom McCormack

B grade winners Rohan Day and Kate
Caughey

Kelsey Adamson
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Lawn Bowls

Civic Bowling Club
By MARGARET JOHNSTON
It was a busy weekend on the
weekend of November 12th & 13th.
The men played their Championship
Pairs on Saturday and Sunday, and
the ladies played their Championship
Fours on the Sunday.
The men’s format was two games
Saturday afternoon, two games on
Sunday morning, and one game in
the afternoon, then the final, as it
was in two blocks, the block winners
played off. Some very good bowls
were witnessed and the eventual
winners were two new members to
the club, Alan Wolfenden and Phil
Sache, with the runners up being
Graham Motzel and Glen Crees.
Congratulations to all the players for
their great sportsmanship.
This
event was sponsored by Roger &
Bev Drakeford.
On the Sunday the ladies played
three games of fours and the eventual
winners were Kay Bush, Wendy
Postans, Elizabeth
Lane and

Margaret Johnston with the runners
up being Anna Wallace, Fay
Kenward, Beth Gearing and Jenny
Wolfenden. This event is sponsored
by Edgecombe Jewellers.
The club would like to thank these
sponsors who have been sponsors for
many years.
The winning team in the Ladies
Fours travelled to Corrigin on Friday
18th November to play in the Champ
of Champ Fours. In ideal weather
the format of play was 14 ends and
in two blocks.
The final was
between Narembeen and Merredin
Civic with Merredin Civic being the
winners after a long day of Bowls.
Congratulations to Kay, Wendy,
Elizabeth and Margaret who
accepted the Shield on behalf of the
Civic Bowling Club, and a big thank
you to the Corrigan Bowling Club
for hosting such a successful day.
Pennant Results
Men’s Round 6—Corrigin Gold v

Civic Blue, Civic won 7—1
At Corrigin—Corrigin Blue v Civic
Gold, Civic lost 2—6
Ladies—Round 5—Civic Gold v
Corrigin Blue, Civic won 3—1
Civic Blue v Corrigin Gold, Civic
won 3—1

Round 6—at Corrigin—Corrigin
Blue v Civic Blue, Corrigin Won
3—1
At
Narembeen—Narembeen
defeated Civic Gold 4—0
Coming Events
26th November 2016
Men—Round 7—Derby Civic Blue
v Civic Gold
27th November 2016
Championship Fours—Drawn teams
Ladies—Sunday 27th Club Day
Wednesday November 30th—Civic
Gold v Civic Blue

Civic Bowling Club Merredin Ladies won
2016 Champ of Champ Fours at Corrigin
Friday 18th November Tiny Lane.
Wendy Postans. Margaret Johnston. Kay
Bush.

Best wishes to Kay Bush, Norma
Henderson, Debbie Heinrich and
Bev Drakeford who will be
competing in the Inter League
Round Robin Pairs at Cunderdin on
Saturday 26th & Sunday 27th
November.

10 Principles
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Basketball
Women’s Basketball Results 10.11.2016
Sonics 22 d Lakers (2) 14
Best players: Nicole Newton, Rishaye Shaw, Tosha Harrison
Lakers (1) 24 d Mystics Pink 20
Best Players: Shannice Shaw, Asha Carr, Jordie Kickett
Fury 29 d Benchwarmers 12
Best Players: Edit Baroti, Kristy Cooper, Michelle Price
Mystics Blue 53 d Dimensions 4
Best Players, Maddy Hooper, Ellie Dunn, Tash Crees
Burra 32 d Opals 10
Best Players: Sophie Hooper, Kelsey Osborne, Angela Ryan

Men’s Basketball Results 10.11.2016
Mustangs 33 d Long Shots 25
Best Players: Jayden Jetta, Sam Alberti, Clarito Waggas
Titans 26 d Burra Tropics 17
Best Players: Mark Maloney, Micheal Vynuchal, Gavin Brownley
Lakers 32 d Snakes 21
Best Players: Kris Hayden, Eden Carter, Micheal Hayden
Bulls 50 d Young Guns 28
Best Players: Jessie Price, Scott Cooper, Adam CloseLakers (1) 24 d
Mystics Pink 20
Best players: Shannice Shaw, Asha Carr, Jordie Kickett
Fury 29 d Benchwarmers 12
Best players: Edit Bardot, Kristy Cooper, Michelle Price
Mystics Blue 53 d Dimensions 4
Best players: Maddy Hooper, Ellie Dunn, Tash Crees
Burra 32 d Opals 10
Best players: Sophie Hooper, Kelsey Osbourne, Angela Ryan

