Price: $2.00

Friday, April 26th, 2019

PHONE: 9041 1041

Bencubbin - Bruce Rock - Cadoux - Corrigin - Doodlakine - Kellerberrin - Merredin - Mukinbudin - Narembeen - Nungarin - Southern Cross - Tammin - Trayning - Westonia

wong

Inside this ISSUE
Senior
Games—
Page 18

Wheatbelt
Women’s
Football
Carnival—
Page 19

St Mary’s Ladies High Tea

By MARIE BARTLETT
On Saturday the 6th of April 104
Ladies attended a Ladies High Tea at
the Merredin Recreation and Leisure
Centre which was organised by a sub
-committee of the St Mary’s School
P & F. This event aimed at bringing
together ladies from the St Mary’s
community and their friends for a
lovely and relaxing afternoon of
beautiful food, company and guest
speakers.
Ladies had the pleasure of listening
to two amazing speakers in Robina
Crook and Fleur McDonald.
Robina Crook grew up on a farm in
Warralakin and spoke to us of her

Fleur McDonald reads from her
children’s book, Noisy Nights

journey with breast cancer diagnosis
and surrogacy journey to become a
mother.
This was a truly
inspirational story which saw a few
tears being shared.
Fleur McDonald, an author from
Esperance, spoke to us about her
children, farming and being an
author.
Determination and hard
work has certainly paid off for Fleur

The Ladies High Tea committee - Skye Olcorn, Amanda Swartz, Tash Crees, Erika
Muniz, Marie Bartlett and Narelle Millington. Absent Lauren Franklin

with the release of her new book
“Without a Doubt”, being released
on Monday the 1st of April. Guests
were able to purchase this book
along with all of her other books
including two children’s books.
Fleur has also launched a
a
not-for-profit
organisation
(www.breakingthesilence.com.au) to
support victims of domestic violence
in remote Australia.

We were lucky enough to have
Melinda Carr as our “Master of
Ceremonies”. All of our guests
enjoyed a scrumptious High Tea of
sweet and savoury items catered for
by Wheatbelt Events and Catering.
Guests enjoyed a variety of teas from
Tea Wisdom on the day. Karen
Slater from the Merredin Camera
Club volunteered her time to be our
“official photographer” for the event.
(Continued on page 3)
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
UPCOMING EVENTS
Every Saturday & Sunday
Tammin Markets—Puma Roadhouse, Tammin,
9am—1pm—Call Graeme Button 9637 1098.
Tuesday 30th April
Roles of the Secretary & Treasurer Free
workshop – Merredin CRC – 5.30 pm – 7.30 pm
– Light refreshments provided – RSVP to 9041
1041 by 26th April
Thursday 9th May

All Saints Anglican Church—Cnr Haig Rd and South
Ave. 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 10am, 2nd & 4th
Sundays 11.30am. Rev’d Brett Guthrie 0427 605
331.
Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 9.30pm
at the Masonic Lodge in Coronation St. First night is
free. Beginners to advanced. Call Anjoeen on 9041
3005 or see Sue at the Chemist or Lyn at the Post
Office.
Church of Christ—Throssell Road, 10am Sunday
Worship
and
Sunday
School
Ph
0408 484 711.

Author Visit, Fleur McDonald, Merredin
Regional Library, 1pm.

Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on 0411
984 123 for more info.

Tuesday 21st May

Merredin Camera Club—Email Daina for more info
at dainasutherland@bigpond.com.

A Taste of Ireland, Cummins Theatre,
Merredin, 7pm. Book tickets at
www.cumminstheatre.com.au.
REGULAR EVENTS

Merredin Churches Fraternal—Meet on the fourth
Wednesday of the Month at 10am at the Uniting
Church. PO Box 463, Merredin, Malcolm Clark 9041
5215.

0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for 0—4
year olds. Contact Emma Fitzsimons on 9041 0962
or efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au

Merredin Community Resource Centre—meetings
held third Wednesday of the month 5.30pm at the
CRC. All Welcome.

A Choired Taste – A community singing group. All
levels. Monday evening at 47 Coronation Street 7.00
pm to 9.00 pm. Further information Langley Smith
0409 106 649.

Merredin Fine Arts Society—Meet each Thursday
from 9am to 1pm at their Gallery in Queen Street
(behind the CRC).
New members welcome.
Enquiries to Margaret 0429623081.

Produced fortnightly

Upcoming Editions
10th May & 24th May
7th June & 21st June
Available as an online subscription,
www.merredincrc.com
Currently distributing @ 600 copies to
Bencubbin, Bruce Rock, Cadoux, Corrigin,
Doodlakine, Kellerberrin, Merredin,
Mukinbudin, Narembeen, Nungarin,
Southern Cross, Tammin, Trayning &
Westonia.

Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30. Call Steve for
more info on 0428 412 213.
Merredin United in Prayer—30th May—Anglican
Church.
Moorditj Mia Services—May 19th—Seventh-day
Adventist Church.
People’s Baptist Church—Kellerberrin, 10am
Sunday Worship, Ph 0435 284 796.
Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30
during the school term at Throssell Road, opposite
the pool. Contact Carissa Amm on 0433 340 441.
Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 12
noon, Shed Restaurant unless otherwise advised,
contact Julie Townrow 0429 411 377 or email
julietownrow@westnet.com.au
Senior’s
Centre—Craft group Wednesday
mornings 9.30—11.30, bring your own crafts,
learn a new craft or just come for a chat. Friday
mornings 10am Carpet Bowls new and old players
welcome.
Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday
morning 10.00—11.30am at the Senior’s Centre.
Free. All welcome.

Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00pm at
the Senior’s Centre. Afternoon tea to follow. Free.
Seventh-day Adventist Church—Kitchener Road,
11am Saturday Family Worship, 9.30am Saturday
Bible Study.
Ph 0457 423 060 or
9045 3056.
St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kellerberrin—
8:00am every Sunday. Father Andrew Bowron Ph
9041 1118.
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Merredin—South
Avenue, Sundays 10.30am. Saturday evenings
6.30pm.
Father
Andrew
Bowron,
Ph
9041 1118.
Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the
Merredin Library, for children up to 5 years old.
Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their stories
or just listen. Mondays 10.00am—11.30am,
starting with morning tea. Senior’s Centre. $1.
Tribal Bellydance—Mondays 5.30, 110 Barrack
Street. For all ages, shapes and physical ability.
Have fun, move your body and laugh your hips off!
6 week beginners classes start 6th May. Classes
are FREE. Call Kirsty on 0400 206 616.

Uniting Church—Fifth Street, 9am Sunday Service,
Ph 0457 329 850.
Westonia Croquet Club—call John Corsini on 0429
467 170 or Keith Downsborough on 0482 445 046.

SPIKE SAYS

THE PHOENIX
Merredin Community Resource Centre
110 Barrack Street, Merredin
Ph: 9041 1041 Fax: 9041 1042
Deadlines
(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE)
Articles: 5pm Wednesday
Adverts: Booking 5pm Thursday
Copy finalised 11am Friday
Classifieds: 10am Monday
Contacts:
Content/production—Kirsty Rochford
9041 1041
administration@merredincrc.com
Content—Debbie Morris 9041 1041
merredin@crc.net.au
Advertising—Shara Williams
marketing@merredincrc.com

Merredin Museum & Historical Society—
Meetings first Wednesday of the month 5.00pm
at Railway Museum. All Welcome.

Who are five people you would invite to tea?

Sally McKie—Thumbs
down to all the locals who
complain there is nothing
to do, then don’t support
the shows that come to
town. Thumbs up to John
Simmonds for the fantastic
job he does on
maintaining the local pool
and making it a nice place
to go.
Debbie Morris—Thumbs
up to Nextra for their
fantastic REWARDS
Programme, great to hear
three locals received $50
vouchers.
Sheryl Ghirardi—
Thumbs up to the Shire
of Merredin for the work
that they have done on
the footpaths around
town.

Tracey Weiss

 Anthony
Hopkins

 Allison Dubois
 Harry Connick
Jnr.

 Bill Gates
 Reece Weiss
(My son)

Murray Hastie

 Demmielle

(Wife)
 John Worsfold
 Ric
Charlesworth
 Adam Sandler
 Nic Nat

Louise Penny

 Dave Grohl
 Eddie Vedder
 Chris
Hemsworth

 Ellen

Degeneres

 Glen Penny

Tracy
O’Donnell –

 Oprah Winfrey
 Dalai Lama
 Eric Thomas
 Leah – The
Kindness
Diaries
 Dandapani
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St Mary’s Ladies High Tea cont.
(Continued from page 1)

Events like this could not happen
without the support of our local
businesses. We take this opportunity
to thank Merredin Motel & Gumtree
Restaurant, Ross’s Diesel Service,
Mia Davies, Chris and Sonya
Barnett, Matt and Sam Barnett and
IGA
Merredin
for
their
contributions.
Thank you also to the Burracoppin
and Bruce Rock Ladies Day
Committees and the Merredin
Camera Club for allowing us to
borrow items for the day.
To Naturally You Beauty and Skin
Care, Trapeze Nutrition - Gold
Foods, Youngevity, Enjo and Neka,
thank you for the donation of the
door prizes and Tupperware for your
gifts for all of the guests.

Jean Crook and Robina Crook

Finally, this event could not have
been made possible without the
tireless efforts of the Ladies High
Tea committee who first met at the
end of August last year and have put
in many hours of hard work to
ensure the event was successful.
Amanda Swartz, Erika Muniz, Tash
Crees, Skye Olcorn, Narelle
Millington, Lauren Franklin and
Marie Bartlett for your efforts.
Lastly thank you to the Merredin
community for attending and making
it such a successful event.
Lisa O’Neill and Alyce Last

St Mary’s Staff
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St Mary’s students
acknowledged for NAPLAN
results
By ST MARY’S SCHOOL
Students from St Mary’s School in
Merredin have produced fantastic
results in the 2018 NAPLAN
assessments.
The school has been identified by
Australian Curriculum Assessment
and Reporting Authority (ACARA)
as
having
demonstrated
a
substantially above average gain in
reading
and/or
numeracy
achievement, as measured by
NAPLAN assessments for Years 3-5.
Principal Adriana Coniglio said St
Mary’s had a range of support
systems in place to ensure all
students were catered for, including
in-class support and programs
including Reading Recovery and
MACQLIT (Macquarie Literacy
Program).
MACQLIT is an intervention
strategy from Macquarie University
for low-progress readers which uses
a contemporary approach to deliver
best practice literacy instruction as

identified by international reading
scientists.
“The school has consistent, sound
practices in place that cater for the
needs of our students,” Ms Coniglio
said.
“Our school is small in size and all
the staff know the students really
well and how they learn the best.
“I am very proud of our staff who
work together to achieve the fantastic
outcomes for all of our students.”
Despite its location and size, St
Mary’s has an exciting and dynamic
curriculum and provides learning
experiences which aim to educate the
whole person, while giving students
opportunities that enable them to
flourish in all aspects of their lives.
Catholic
Education
Western
Australia (CEWA) is committed to
providing the best learning and
development opportunities for every
Catholic school student across the
State.

Library Musings
By WENDY PORTER Merredin
Librarian

includes step by step diagrams to
help.

I thought I would look at new books
on making things this column.
Needle felting seems to be making a
comeback and the Merredin Library
now has ‘Needle felted kittens: how
to create cute and lifelike cats from
wool’ by Hinali. Hinali’s creations
have been exhibited in the Tokyo
Metropolitan Art Museum.
The
book contains step by step diagrams
for making the kittens, including
basic anatomy, as well as tips on
blending wool and using the needle
effectively.

For those who would prefer to create
in wood the Merredin Library has
two new additions.
‘Animated
animal toys in wood’ by David
Wakefield includes 20 projects that
walk, wobble and roll. Create a
chomping crocodile, waddling duck,
jumping frog, timid turtle, howling
wolf or even a terrifying T-rex.
‘Making wooden dinosaur toys and
puzzles’ by Judy and Dave Peterson
contains templates for creating
Jurassic giants to make and play
with. The book includes step-bystep
instructions
plus
basic
information on safety, cutting,
sanding, finishing and equipment.

The new TV show coming soon
‘Lego Masters’ may inspire people
to try their own hand at creating with
Lego. The Merredin Library has a
number of books to help, including
the latest ‘How to build brick
airplanes’ by Peter Blackert. This
includes detailed Lego designs for
jets, bombers and warbirds, and

Remember library membership gives
you free access to not only what is
available in the Merredin Library but
also e-resources provided by the
State Library. Come in and ask staff
for details.
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Court Report
9th April 2019
Jamie Aurisch was found guilty of
using an unlicensed vehicle on a
road, driving, causing or permitting
a vehicle with a forged, replica or
false plate to be driven on a road
and having no authority to drive—
suspended (other than fines
suspension) was fined $1500,
ordered to pay costs of $205.30, to
pay a half annual licence fee of
$419.19 and had his licence
suspended for a further 9 months.
Jason Bushell was found guilty of
assault occasioning bodily harm and
received a 12 month intensive
supervision order.
Aaron Mathews was found guilty of
possessing a prohibited drug
(Cannabis) and was fined $200.
Caterina Reitano was convicted of
failing to comply with requirements
made by a member of the police
force, was fined $300, ordered to
pay costs of $205.30 and had her
licence suspended for 3 months.
Alfred Westberg was found guilty
of having no authority to drive

(fines suspended) and failing to
comply with requirements made by
a member of the police force, was
fined $600, ordered to pay costs of
$205.30 and had his licence
suspended for 3 months.
Erin Stevens was found guilty of
having no authority to drive (fines
suspended), was fined $600 and
ordered to pay costs of $205.30.
Jenna Thomson was convicted of
having no authority to drive (fines
suspended) was fined $200 and
ordered to pay costs of $205.30.
She was convicted of possessing
drug paraphernalia in or on which
there was a prohibited drug or plant
and possession of a prohibited plant
and was fined $400 and she was
convicted of four counts of offering
to sell/supply a prohibited drug to
another (Methylamphetamine).

10th April 2019
Tom Wood was convicted of two
counts of common assault with
$1600 payable to the victim and he
was found guilty of criminal
damage or destruction of property
and was fined $200.

5

My Thoughts
Politics!
A federal election has been called.
My thoughts are required to focus to
politics at some point before the
morning of Saturday the 18th of
May. The law insists that before the
sun sets on that day I must seek out a
flimsy cardboard box in which I,
having satisfied a volunteer that I am
a voting virgin for this particular
orgy, shall reveal my private
intentions in an orgasm of ordinal
numbers. Should I fail to raise
enough ardour to participate in this
national love-in, I will be hunted
down and penalised twenty dollars.
My lust will be tested to bursting
point over the next month, as a
tumultuous crescendo of seduction is
poured upon me by would-be lovers.
Each suitor becomes more persistent,
more brazen as the month passes,
culminating in me having to run the
gauntlet of highly aroused party
faithful, or "grass rooters" as they
like
to
describe
themselves,
vigorously thrusting their lurid
instructions on how to "do it" at
anyone who smiles at them.
We call this relentless wooing
"democracy", from the Greek
meaning "people rule". We the
wooed, like any wide-eyed innocent
damsel confronted with an eager
array of potential partners, must play
them judiciously, weeding out the
insincere, the greedy, the violent and
the lazy candidates in our earnest
quest for the Perfect Mate.
Some of us will be seduced by
money, impressed by flamboyant
displays of wealth and prestige,
comforted by dreams of a rich
benefactor showering us with

Peter
Barrett
fabulous fiscal largess. Others will
be enticed by the flag, choosing
those who wave it the most
vigorously while trumpeting the
"True Aussie way of life". Still
others dream of an end to
nationalism, attracted to those
aspirants who advocate a global
cooperative without boundaries.
Many of us are concerned that the
preservation
of
the
natural
environment is of the utmost
importance when choosing someone
to legislate on our behalf.
It goes without saying then that
communication is considered the key
to successfully beguiling enough
voters. The Media therefore is the
main axis around which this entire
paramour parade pivots. The loot
involved in advertising your love of
being elected is ponderous to say the
least. The last few elections around
the world have demonstrated just
how much the balance of power has
shifted as the social media
phenomenon asserts it's place as the
revolution of the decade, indeed of
the 21st century. So, democracy? or
plutocracy? Or maybe a mediocre
mediacracy? Gotta go. I think I can
hear dogs whistling, down on the
astroturf.
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Buy now, pay later –
convenience or catch?
By CONSUMER PROTECTION

A flurry of bills has depleted your bank
account, but you suddenly need a new
fridge and one of your favourite brands
is on super-special. It’s a tempting
scenario: the chance to receive a
product or service immediately without
paying for it straight away.
As the term suggests, buy-now-paylater arrangements enable you to
receive goods and then pay off the
amount in instalments further down the
track through providers such as
Afterpay and zipPay.
In contrast to lay-by, the item is
available to you straight away.
Likewise, regulations that cover credit
cards and loans do not always apply to
buy-now-pay-later
providers
and
arrangements.
According to the Australian Securities
and Investment Commission (ASIC),
the number of monthly buy-now-paylater
transactions
in
Australia
skyrocketed from around 50,000 in
2016 to 1.9 million in 2018.
However, ASIC also found that one in
six buy-now-pay-later users had
become overdrawn, delayed bill
payments or borrowed additional
money. Most consumers reported that
the option allowed them to buy more
expensive items and generally spend
more than they normally would.
Most buy-now-pay-later providers do

not check the purchaser’s ability to
make repayments or credit history,
with ASIC warning that users could
take on too much credit and have
trouble repaying.
The key advice is to check the terms
and conditions before you sign up to
any buy-now-pay-later scheme. They
are often promoted as “interest-free”
but late fees, account-keeping fees or
payment processing fees may apply.
“Although you may make a purchase
for $100, if you have one late payment
it will cost you a further $17 plus any
potential bank fee for a payment
default,” Bev Jowle from the Financial
Counsellors’ Association of WA
warns.
Check out moneysmart.gov.au for tips
on staying in control when you use a
buy-now-pay-later service, including:

 Plan ahead to ensure the
repayments fit into your budget and
other financial commitments.

 Link
your
buy-now-pay-later
account to your debit card instead
of your credit card to avoid extra
debts or interest.
 Don’t overcommit – stick to a limit
and only have one buy-now-paylater at a time.
 Contact your provider straight
away if you’re having trouble
making repayments.
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Gundy and Bondi and their lifelong bond
BY HAYLEY BARCLAY
Mateship. It is the essence of the
Australian identity and a key part of
the Australian Defence Force. When
you have a good mate, someone to
confide in, to help you in times of
trouble and with whom to share all
the spectacular moments, life is a
little bit easier and a little bit lighter.
For Gundy and Bondi, two
Australian soldiers this sentiment
remains true. Gundy never expected
while growing up in Burracoppin
that joining the army would bring
him a lifelong friend.
Eric ‘Gundy’ Thomas and Leo
‘Bondi’ Boni joined the army on the
same day in Western Australia and
have been best friends ever since.
Prior to serving together in Korea,
they trained in Northam and then on
the East Coast of Australia. They
were always together or close to each
other. Together they fought a war,
lost
mates
and
witnessed
extraordinary events enacted by
brave and courageous men and
women. They also got into quite a bit
of trouble with hilarious moments
that only these two young men could
enjoy at the time.
These eccentric characters have a

collection of wild stories about their
many travels together, ranging from
the time they landed in military
prison with a broken foot, to that
moment in Korea when they went to
extreme lengths to get to a bar,
throwing coal over the fence of their
base camp to lure in Korean
fisherman who would ferry them
across the river for a small fee.

to Legacy. In the bidding for this
flag, Bondi and Gundy came to be
the highest bidders, even after
bidding against each other, climbing
the total to over $750. This, of
course, started a friendly argument
about who owed who money from
twenty-plus years ago.

While the two now reside on
opposite sides of the country, their
friendship remains strong and their
stories
clearly highlight
that
mateship and humour were never
lost. Gundy and Bondi continue to be
the troublemaking duo they were so
many years ago.

Gundy and Bondi stuck by each
other in the toughest of times and are
still extremely close to this day. In
their greying days they are not
always travelling the best, but even
in their twilight they still do
everything they can to see each other
and never miss a chance to spend
time with one another.
In late October of 2017, the 3RAR
held their annual reunion and it was
here that Gundy and Bondi were
greeted with a red carpet from the
3RAR members. This warm and
touching welcome showcased just
how truly wonderful and charismatic
these men are, and how much their
friendship and general character
affected those around them. Part of
this evening by the 3RAR was the
auctioning off of the 3RAR Flag,
signed by many of those in
attendance. Funds raised were given

Leo ‘Bondi’ Boni and Eric ‘Gundy’ Thomas Image courtesy of the Listening Post
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A Political Soiree under the Stars
BY ROSE CRANE
A balmy Merredin autumn evening
underneath the sparkling light
canopy of the Tivoli gardens
expertly lit by venue Manager Justin
Freind, provided a perfect venue to
enjoy a hospitable evening with
former Premier, the Honourable
Colin Barnett, hosted by the local
Federal Member for Durack, the
Honourable Melissa Price.

there was some ‘fun’ fundraising
during the evening.
Merredin’s
BWS Manager Sophia, generously
donated a magnum of Moet French
champagne which was won by
Tammin farmer Scott Uppill while

Merredin local Annette Brown was
the successful bidder for lunch for
four people at Parliament House in
Perth, hosted by Senator Dean
Smith.

As guest speaker, a relaxed Colin
Barnett
reminisced
about
developing the State’s important
trade relationships with China and
Japan and recalled a 30 minute
meeting with the Queen at
Buckingham Palace, while one of
the Queen’s corgis continually
scratched on the palace door!

Sweet tunes from Sophie Jane, Westonia

Thanks to some generous donations,
Melissa Price and Colin Barnett

Former Premier Colin Barnett speaking at Melissa Price's Merredin event

Zoe and Ella Christinson, Tammin

Melanie Brown Trayning and Julie
Flockart Merredin

Annette Brown, Merredin, with her winnings

Scott Uppill wins a Magnum of Moet
Champagne in the raffle
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Astronomy
What’s Up this fortnight
By PETER BARRETT

The evening sky is dominated by
Sirius the Dog Star, the brightest star
in the night sky, just west of overhead
at 7pm. Due south from it is Canopus,
the second brightest. Due north of
the Dog star is Procyon the Little Dog
and West of Sirius is Rigel the
brightest star in Orion. The three stars
of Orion's belt point to the red
Aldebaran in Taurus to the NorthWest, and to Sirius in the South-East.
As the evening progresses Orion sets
in the West and Scorpio rises in the
East. Jupiter will rise with it making
it easy to locate. The Northern sky
features that part of the zodiac which
lies North of the equator, namely
Gemini, Leo and Virgo. Cancer is
there too but has no bright stars in it.
Arcturus, a very bright red Northern
star, rises about the same time as
Jupiter.
Looking to the south east after sunset
and the Southern Cross is at about the
ten oclock position. Alpha Centauri,
the third brightest star in the night sky
is with it's companion Beta Centauri
trailing the southern cross in its
circular path around the south
celestial pole. Unlike the Northern
Hemisphere the SCP has no bright
star like polaris to mark the spot. I
find it by visualising a line through
the two opposing stars of the southern

cross and a line through Sirius and
Canopus. Where they intersect is the
South Celestial Pole. Nearby are the
small and large Magellanic clouds,
which are in fact nearby galaxies.
Superbright Venus rises at about
4:10am. Mercury becomes visible
just before sunrise and this will be
your best chance to see it for a
while. Start looking at about 4:30am
between Venus and the sunrise.
Jupiter also outshines all the stars
and now rises about 9pm. Saturn
will be up at 11pm. The moon is
waning and making its way back
through Scorpio, Sagittarius and
Capricorn passing the bright planets
on it's journey. Don't forget the
Lyrid meteors which are still
whizzing around.

Sirius. Image courtesy of space.com
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Stations of the
Cross
On Friday the 12th of April, the
classroom teachers and some
children from Pre-Primary to Year
Six led the school in the Stations of
the Cross. Each of the fourteen
stations were re-enacted by various
students to represent the incidents
from when Jesus was condemned to
death until he was laid in the tomb.

Fair Game Incursion
On Tuesday 9th and Wednesday 10th
of April all the school participated in
games and activities with Fair Game
Australia. This was the first time that
Fair Game had come to Merredin.

Three volunteers from Fair Game
came to deliver and introduce the
students to a range of team building
games and activities. A fun time was
had by all the students

Easter in the Pre
Primary
The Pre Primary students have had
loads of fun learning about the
significance of Easter and taking part
in lots of exciting activities. They
made hot cross buns, went on an
Easter egg hunt, made Easter cards
and even had the Easter Bunny come
to visit.
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eConnected Grainbelt Project
By
DEPARTMENT
OF
PRIMARY
INDUSTRY
&
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Fifteen projects will share
in $582,800 in funding through the
eConnected Grainbelt Project’s
new WA Internet of Things (IoT)
DecisionAg Grant Program.
Eight grower groups and five
agricultural schools/ colleges have
been successful in receiving
grants. Some are detailed below:
 Corrigin Farm Improvement
Group, $39,900 for utilising
weather data, frost sensors and
NPK Soil Moisture probes for
in-season management.

 Merredin and Districts Farm
Improvement
Group
(MADFIG) - 1, $45,000 for
broadband in the paddock; it’s
possible.
 Merredin and Districts Farm
Improvement
Group
(MADFIG) - 2, $45,000 for
The Digital Rain Gauge
Network Project.
 WA College of Agriculture—
Cunderdin,
$35,000
for
Cunderdin AgConnect.

 Edmund Rice College (Bindoon),
$44,650 for supporting training
and education in on-farm
technologies.
The recipients' combined projects,
which include co-contributions, are
worth about $1.3 million.

The connectivity solutions to be
demonstrated by the successful
applicants include LoRaWAN and
wireless mesh technology.
A range of IoT apps and devices
were chosen to be utilised. And the
projects included varied uses such as
water tank monitoring and security
cameras.
The recipients will demonstrate
these technologies over multiple
farm properties, within grower
groups, across a large 16,000ha
property and on agricultural school
farms.
This initiative is designed to assist in
overcoming challenges that remain
with
regards
to
‘on-farm
connectivity’.
State Government funding under the
WA
IoT
DecisionAg
grant
program has been allocated for onfarm trials to improve on-farm
connectivity, to test connected

digital agricultural technologies and
software platforms to collect, store
and analyse data. This will allow
successful applicants to trial on-farm
telecommunications
network
solutions, decision tools and analytic
data platforms essentially assisting
growers to make more informed,
data-driven decisions.

The eConnected Grainbelt Project
team has also been successful in
securing an extension to the program
until 31 March 2020.

The new grant complements work
the eConnected Grainbelt Project is
currently undertaking to establish
digitally connected sites at the
Department of Primary Industries
and
Regional
Development’s
(DPIRD) Katanning and Merredin
Research facilities.
Grower groups, agricultural colleges
and schools with agricultural
programs were encouraged to apply
for funding under this latest
initiative.
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CLASSIFIEDS
ARIES—March 21 to April 19
There is an element of chaos connected with
communication and travel, but you get into your
stride and deal with a dynamic period of
meetings, networking, educational projects and
international connecting. People are keen to
share your company and support your goals.

TAURUS—April 20 to May 20
You are in a period of change and renewal, when
you need to explore new lifestyle options which
allow you more freedom and open up
possibilities for going down an alternative route.
Your confidence is low right now, but you are
determined to take the initiative, so do it!
GEMINI—May 21 to June 20
Alliances are extremely beneficial and they are
absolutely necessary because you will soon meet
opposition.
To succeed you need to curb
overenthusiasm and deal with objections of
people in authority. You may need to drop
something to win something.
CANCER—June 21 to July 22
There may be a lot of official issues to take care
of and things have to be done by the book. You
may need to eliminate one plan that presents too
much difficulty and replace it with another. The
weekend brings a new set of social
circumstances.
LEO—July 23 to August 22
This is a period of mixed results. Socially there
are people to meet and connect with and you can
expect a lot of travel and other activity, especially
if there is an educational project on the go. New
trends start to kick in bringing an unlikely
combination of more freedom and security.
VIRGO—August 23 to September 22
You have powerful allies in your career who
share your interests and are working towards the
same goals. It is an excellent time for financial
alliances and initiatives, when you must not take
no for an answer. There are obstacles in your
path, but they can be overcome.
LIBRA—September 23rd October 22
In love, they say that fools rush in, where angels
fear to tread. You are willing to take risks for
relationships at this time and there are excellent
opportunities to connect with someone, who may
currently be traveling or far away. You have a
strong ally who can help with communication.
SCORPIO—October 23 to November 21
You are in a period with a strong focus on both
personal relationships and connections with
groups and new acquaintances. It can get very
confusing navigating the murky emotional waters
and if you bend the rules too much, life will get
more and more complicated.
SAGITTARIUS—Nov 22 to December 21
Controversy in certain relationships is growing.
There may be subjects that need discussion you
will find that you have power and confidence on
your side. Partners and loved ones have their
own struggles at the moment, but they support
you completely and together you can achieve
great things.
CAPRICORN—Dec 22 to January 19
There are a lot of communication challenges this
week, both at home and at work and you may
find yourself digging your heels in if people want
to go too far too fast. There is no stopping people
who see treasure ahead.
AQUARIUS—January 20 to February 18
This is a time when you return to your roots. For
some Aquarians it can feel as if a channel to the
past has been opened and major blockages
exposed. There is a need to investigate issues
that go back to the distant past and dig them up
by the root.
PISCES—February 19 to March 20
An important time for financial initiatives and
career matters and although challenges arise and
some initiatives are blocked there will be
excellent results. Partnerships both in your
personal and professional life bring happiness
and prosperity.

Baha’i Faith

Position Vacant

In this world we are influenced by two sentiments,
joy and pain… There is no human being untouched
by these two influences; but all the sorrow and the
grief that exist come from the world of matter—the
spiritual world bestows only joy! - ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
Mobile: 0418 679 126. Web: bahai.org.

Sandalwood Harvester (Casual)
Applicants needed for manual labour work in a
small remote camp team, harvesting sandalwood.
Send CV to info@trco.com.au. Call 0447 018 584 for
more info.
All applications considered; Indigenous / local
applicants viewed favourably.

Looking for work

Public Notices

Dowerin Shearing and Mulesing service full
team available. All areas. Phone Anthony Wray
0428 311 192.

Position Vacant

INVITATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

DONOVAN FORD

Accounts Manager
Busy country Ford and Nissan dealership seeks
applications for the position of Accounts Manager.
Successful applicant must have a broad range of
accounting and automotive administration knowledge
and be able to think on their feet. Accounting
experience or training essential. Applicant must be
able to prioritise and successfully complete tasks
within tight time-frames.
Successful applicant will be required to work closely
with senior management and external advisors,
overseeing accounting, administration and tax
obligations over all areas of business operations and
ensuring compliance with statutory standards.
Tasks include: payroll and HR requirements,
management of financial reporting to accountant,
management of cash flow, registering of new and
used vehicles, costing and posting of vehicle deals
into accounting, processing and reconciling accounts
payable including posting invoices and balancing
statements, general adhoc administration and
accounting.
Experience with Reckon payroll, and Pentana
ERAnet highly desirable.
Applications/enquiries to Gary Cooper 9041 1577,
info@donovanford.com.au

STREET TREE MASTER PLAN
Public comment is invited for the Shire of
Merredin’s draft Street Tree Master Plan (STMP).
The need for the STMP was identified by Council.
Staff have been progressively working on a draft
STMP over a number of months. Adoption by
Council at its March 2019 meeting of a new
policy governing use of street verges (CMRef
82332) was a precursor and compliments the
draft Master Plan.
The draft comprises a number of sections
addressing:

 Objective of the plan;
 Ideal environment;
 Species;
 Environmental benefits;
 Alignment and placement of new trees;
 Utilities;
 Tree removal and pruning; and
 Implementation.
Of key importance is the list of recommended
species and their descriptions. Advice from a
qualified horticulturalist was sought to complete
the list. In the STMP the Merredin town site has
been divided up into a number of zones which
show the existing predominant species in each
area and the recommended species for new
plantings in each area.
To
view
the
STMP
–
visit
www.merredin.wa.gov.au/employmentnotices/
tenders-employment.aspx. The submission
period for comments will close 4pm, Friday, 10
May 2019. Comments should be in writing and
submitted to media@merredin.wa.gov.au.
Queries should be directed to the Executive
Manager Engineering Services on 9041 1611.
GS Powell
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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What’s happening at the Merredin CRC?
Monday 30 April 5.30pm – 7.30pm – Roles of
Secretary and Treasurer
This workshop is for anyone currently in the roles
of Secretary or Treasurer or anyone who may be
interested in taking on one of these roles. It will be
a ‘Hands on’ workshop presented by Caroline
Robinson.
It is free and light refreshments will be provided, so
just register your name at the Merredin CRC on
90411041.
This workshop is supported by Collgar Wind Farm
and Shire of Merredin.
National Volunteer Week 2019 - 20 – 26 May
Merredin CRC will be hosting a Volunteer
Sundowner to recognise the value volunteers make
to our community. It will be held at the CRC
between 6pm – 7.30pm and will include light
refreshments and the launch of a Volunteer’s
Booklet, which will showcase all the community
and sporting groups, their contact details, their
purpose, what a volunteer’s role is within the group
plus lots more. Invitations will be sent out soon,
but any volunteers can register their interest in
attending by contacting the Merredin CRC on
90411041.
This sundowner is supported by Collgar Wind
Farm, Shire of Merredin and Volunteering WA
(National Volunteer Week)
Heavy Vehicle Licencing

The CRC has been liaising with a company to
arrange to get them to come to Merredin to
undertake Heavy Vehicle licence tests following
Keen’s Bros advising they would no longer be
coming to the Wheatbelt. A company from
Bunbury were approached and were happy to come

to Merredin, but they required the CRC to provide
a truck. We tried many avenues to do this, to no
avail, however over the time it took to look into the
company and a truck, Keen’s Bros advised they
had been approached by a number of Wheatbelt
towns and have agreed to servicing this area. It is
hoped that a date will be known within the next

week, so all those currently registered will be
contacted and anyone else interested, please
contact Anastasia at the Merredin CRC on
9041 1041.
If anyone is interested in these courses, please
contact the Merredin CRC on 90411041.
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ARCHITECT

BEAUTICIAN

CABINET MAKER

COMPUTER TECH SUPPORT

EARTH MOVING

FLOOR COVERINGS

LAWYER

LAWYER

PEST CONTROL

SARAH SOMERS

LAWYER
Family Law – Divorce – Separation - Property
Settlement – Defacto Relationships
Children’s Issues – Contact/Residence
Competitive hourly rates – Reduced fee for
Initial Consultation

Serving the Wheatbelt Community
85 Fitzgerald St, Northam
9622 9687 / 0427725501
sarahsomers@iinet.net.au
PHOTOCOPIERS COMMERCIAL

ROOF MAINTENANCE

WASTE MANAGEMENT
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What’s happening at the Merredin CRC?
Merredin Markets – Sunday 26 May
Anyone interested in having a stall at the May
Markets, please contact the Merredin CRC to
book.

Expressions of Interest
A training and assessing organisation has
contacted the Merredin CRC regarding the

possibility of delivering two courses – Prepare &
apply Chemical Course (AHCPMG301 Control
Weeds and AHCCHM307 Prepare and apply
chemicals to control pest, weeds and disease)
$1680 and Handle & Transport Chemical Course
(AHCCHM304 Transport and store chemical and
AHCCHM306 Prepare and apply chemicals for
hand held application equipment) $1680.
If anyone is interested in these courses, please
contact the Merredin CRC on 9041 1041.

GLASS SERVICES

PLUMBER

Gymnastics
By JUANITA EASTWICK
It began with a longing and then moved to a
dream and a plan, and now it's a reality. Jacaranda
Gymnastics has returned with a hugely successful
first season.
We'd like to thank all the local families that have
joined us over the last two weeks. We have had
over 60 children enrolled in our programs. Some
coming for a day, some joining us for all four
sessions available for their age group.
Children between the ages of one and four
enjoyed exploring the activities, equipment and
music provided, and those aged five to twelve
tested out their muscles practicing forward and
backward rolls, handstands on the floor, and
straight jumps from the beatboard. They also

practiced chin up pullovers and front support roll
downs on the bars and walking backwards and
forwards on the high beam.
While most came from Merredin, children came
from as far away as Yelbeni, Burracoppin,
Nungarin, Westonia, and Northam, with a large
contingent coming from Bruce Rock to try out
their skills.
As you read this article, the equipment is being
packed up, ready to return to storage, the matting
rolled up and the ribbons and parachute folded
into boxes, but this time it will not be for years
like the last time it was sadly packed away.
Jacaranda Gymnastics will be back soon, at the
Merredin Recreation Centre, ready to teach the
children of the Central Wheatbelt more about the
exhilarating sport of gymnastics.
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Merredin Merino’s compete in
the 2019 Seniors Games
By LANCE FLEAY
On Monday the 25th March, the
Merredin Merinos boarded the
Seniors bus for Hopetoun, where the
2019 games were being held. The
Merinos were in the capable hands of
bus driver Peter McCrae.

A huge thanks must go to Collgar
Wind Farm for all their support and
funding, because without their
support we could not have
participated.

Football

Central Wheatbelt Football
League
13th April 2019

Beau Harich, Joseph Jarvis, Ryan
Greaves.
Mukinbudin— Ian
Abdullah, Liam Shadbolt, Brodie
Fiegert, Gerard Shadbolt, Matthew
Palm, Blake Smith.

Kalannie 15.12(102) d. Beacon 13.8
(86)

BEST: Kalannie—Jake Kemsley,
Reuben Cail, William Haynes,
Tristan Wasmann, Jonas Mitchell,
Jedd Siviour.
Beacon—Alby
Munns, Adam Read, Ryan Miguel,
Corey Junk, Brandon Poole, Daniel
Munns.

The games commenced on Tuesday
26th in the beautiful new Hopetoun
Community Centre. The Merredin
Merino’s ably lead by mascot
Rambo, competed in all the games
which
included
basketball,
volleyball, golf and shuffle board
along with the famous quiz.

Bencubbin 34.10(214) d. Nungarin
& Towns 3.3(21)
BEST:
Bencubbin—
Damon
Manuel, Brandon Rhodes, Jason
Rinaldi, Andrew Brandsma, Marcus
Guarnaccia. Nungarin & Towns—
Jack Fitzsimons, Beau Wegner,
Glenn Paterson, Adam Sheavyn,
Simon Watson, Nathaniel Abdullah.

Koorda 18.10(118) d. Mukinbudin
10.6(66)
BEST: Koorda—Troy Anderson,
Alexander Sheed, Alex Thurkle,

Unfortunately, the Merino’s didn’t
do as well as expected this year, but a
good time was had by all.

Ladder as at 13th April 2019

Many thanks to the Merino’s Captain
Jan Whisson and her Deputy
Audiene McCrae.

TEAM

P

W L

D

FF

F

A

%

PTS

Kalannie
Koorda

2
2

2
2

0
0

0
0

0
0

361
236

127
101

284.25
233.66

8
8

Bencubbin

2

1

1

0

0

249

139

179.14

4

Mukinbudin
Beacon

2
2

1
0

1
2

0
0

0
0

184
135

167
220

110.18
61.36

4
0

Nungarin

2

0

2

0

0

62

473

13.11

0

Wheatbelt Womens Football
Carnival
By ALYCE LAST

Hockey

Central Wheatbelt Ladies
Hockey Association
13th April 2019

Mukinbudin 3 d. Koorda 0

Bencubbin 6 d. Nungarin 0

Mukinbudin
Goals—Hannah
Patterson 2, Sarah Kate Graham 1.

Bencubbin Goals—Sian PladdyKett 4, Dea Breakell 1, Samantha
Miles 1. Best—Samantha Miles.
Coach’s Award—Hannah Aitken.
WOW Award—Nina Grylls. Goal
of the Day—Sian Pladdy-Kett.
Nungarin Best—Debbie Hurley.
Coach’s Award—Emma Riley.

Mukinbudin MVP—Dale Cronje.
Coach’s Award—Louise Neilson.
Koorda
Players’
Amanda Macnamara.
Award—Gina Boyne.

Choice—
Coach’s

On Friday the 12th of April,
Merredin women quickly left work
to chuck on their football jerseys
and drive to Narembeen to
participate in the second Wheatbelt
Women's Football Carnival. Craig
Gmeiner did another fantastic job
of organising a very successful
carnival
with
seven
teams
participating in two poolsNarembeen,
Bruce
Rock,
Nollamara, Burracoppin, Kulin/
Kondinin, Nungarin and Nukarni.
The final was between Nukarni
and Nollamara, with Nollamara
proving to be the worthy winners.
Coach Mark McKenzie did a great
job in preparing the Burracoppin
Cats for the carnival. Burracoppin
were successful in winning the
best banner competition with the
banner quoting "Burra its time to
Hunt". MVP of the team was

awarded to Panashe Mudimu and
goal
kickers
were
Alannah
Richards, Maddison Lane and
Natalie Pirovich.
Craig Last was successful in
coaching the Nukarni She-demons
to win their pool and play in to the
grand final. MVP for Nukarni went
to Sophie Rogers and goal kickers
were Sophie Rogers, Ellen Silver,
Shana
Murray and
Hannah
Robartson.
Congratulations to Nollamara on
winning the grand final. Thank you
to the following sponsors for
supporting the event—Merredin
Panel and Paint, Colestan Electrical,
Elders Narembeen, Narembeen
Spraying, Narembeen Hotel and
Sonic Boomsprays. Thank you also
to the umpires who did a fantastic
job. A lot of players and supporters
are already looking forward to next
years competition.
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Netball

Central Wheatbelt Netball
Association
13th April 2019

Junk. Kalannie Players Choice—
Sarah Whyte. Coaches Award—
Sally Hoddy.

Mukinbudin (59) d. Koorda (27)
Mukinbudin Fairest & Best—
Jessica Collins. Coaches Award—
Eva Abdullah.
Koorda Best
Player— Jayne Grigson. Coaches
Award—Kylie Avery.

Bencubbin (34) d. Nungarin (22)

Kalannie (35) d. Beacon (34)

Nungarin Best Player—Maddy
Hooper. Coaches Award—Jemma
Dayman.

Bencubbin Player of Day—
Dannelle Foley. Coaches Award—
Shannon Waters.

Beacon
Best
Player—Brooke
Lumsden. Coaches Award—Emily

Ladder as at 13th April 2019
TEAM

Wins

Loss

Draw

For

Against

%

Points

Mukinbudin
Bencubbin

2
2

0
0

0
0

123
80

65
49

189
163

8
8

Nungarin

1

1

0

75

57

132

4

Kalannie
Beacon

1
0

1
2

0
0

58
72

87
99

67
73

4
0

Koorda

0

2

0

27

46

59

0
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Tennis

Merredin Railway Institute
Tennis Club newest Life
Member
By ALYCE LAST
Railways Tennis Club held their
wind-up at the Merredin Tavern on
the 5th April. It was a great night
for members to reflect on a
successful season for the club,
winning the pennants final and
resurfacing six courts. Prizes were
allocated to the winners of the clubs
singles, and doubles competitions.
A very special presentation of Life
Member was awarded to Rob
Broomhall.
Rob is a valued
member of the club, he has been
President for four years, three years
as Men's Captain, Junior Coach,
played in multiple pennants winning
teams and general committee
member. It was great being able to
acknowledge all of Rob's hard work
and commitment to the club,
congratulations Rob Broomhall.

Rob Broomhall, newest Railways Tennis
Club Life Member
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