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Dorcas Clothing Hits its target
$100,000 Donated to
Charities and Services
By SHEREE THOMAS
Dorcas Clothing is a second-hand
clothing, furniture and homewares
charity run by local volunteer
Rosemary Smoker located in
Narembeen and Narrogin.
Funds raised from the sale of secondhand goods are injected back into the
communities of Narembeen and
Narrogin through $1,000 donations
to charities and services. And it is
not only these towns that prosper;
donations have been made to assist
disaster relief efforts in Australia and
around the world.

Rosemary Smoker, the instigator and
driver of this project set her sights
high this week to reach the magic
$100,000 in donations to charities

and services. A Facebook post on
16th May confirmed with much
gratitude that this milestone had been
reached!
Around 3 years ago when the
collection of used clothing was
discontinued locally, Rosemary had
an idea to establish a collection point
for clothing at the Church of Christ.
This small donation area soon
rapidly grew and alternative
accommodation was required, this
took the form of a garage and now
the much bigger District Club. In
June 2015, it was decided to spread
the charity to the Narrogin
community, which has been very
well received.
Rosemary said “goods are sold very
cheaply, so there is a quick turnover
and customers are coming from all
around the Wheatbelt to purchase
goods.”
Through Rosemary’s efforts as well
as her band of merry helpers there
have been many spin offs for the
Narembeen
and
Narrogin
communities through low cost
clothing & goods, social interaction
and volunteerism.

Of course this venture would not
have been possible without the
generous donations and purchases
from the people of Narembeen,
Narrogin and all over the Wheatbelt
who have supported Dorcas Clothing
to reach this awesome target!
Well done Rosemary on this
fantastic achievement, you have
humbly dedicated yourself to this
exciting venture and your precious
cash donations have assisted many,
thank you!

Eddie Dixon, Rosemary Smoker, Len Gatbonton, Kelly Braddock and Gail Braddock
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
UPCOMING EVENTS
Every Saturday—Tammin
Market
Day—Puma Tammin Roadhouse—
9.00am – 1.00pm call Glenice Batchelor
0428 371 221 for more info.
Saturday May 27th
Merredin Community Ball—6.30pm—
Cummins Theatre. Tickets available on
the night. Call 9041 3295 for more info.
Sunday May 28th
Merredin Markets. 9am—1pm. Set up
no earlier than 7am. 110 Barrack St.
Call 9041 1041 to book a stall.
Friday 9th & Saturday 10th June
Happy Campers—Cummins Theatre—
7pm. Call 9041 3295 for more info.
Sunday 11th June
Happy Campers—Cummins Theatre—
2pm. Call 9041 3295 for more info.

REGULAR EVENTS
0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—
Playgroup for 0—4 year olds. Contact
Emma Fitzsimons on 9041 0962 or
efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au
A-Choired Taste (for mer ly Mer r edin
Community Singers) – All levels welcome

and all tastes catered for. Monday evening
at the Senior Centre. 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm.
Further information Langley Smith 0409
106 649.
All Saints Anglican Church—Cnr Haig
Rd and South Ave. First, Second, Third
and Fifth Sundays at 10am.
Fourth
Sunday at 11:30am followed by a shared
lunch. The Rev’d Brett Guthrie 0427 605
331, Warden Su Riley 0427 412 709

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm
until 9.30pm at the Masonic Lodge in
Coronation St.
First night is free.
Beginners to advanced. Call Anjoeen on
9041 3005 or see Sue at the Chemist or
Lyn at the Post Office.
Camera Club—Next meeting 14th June
7pm, playgroup building, Throssell Road.
June’s theme: Fire: friend or foe. Photos
due by 5th June. Contact Daina for more
info: dainasutherland@bigpond.com
Church of Christ—Throssell Road, 10am
Sunday Worship and Sunday School Ph
0408 484 711
Junior Golf—Sundays 9am—11am—8
weeks only starting May 7 $30 for 8
weeks. Call Brian 0424 655 069.
Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call
Dennis on 0411 984 123 for more info.

Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30.
Call Stephen for more info on 0428 412
213.
Merredin
United
in
Prayer—
Cornerstone Christian Bookshop, 7pm last
Thursday of the Month
People’s Baptist Church—Kellerberrin,
10am Sunday Worship, Ph 0435 284 796
Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—
11.30 during the school term at Throssell
Road, opposite the pool. Contact Carissa
Amm on 0433 340 441.
Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each
month, 12 noon, Shed Restaurant unless
otherwise advised, contact Julie Townrow
0429
411
377
or
email
julietownrow@westnet.com.au

Father Andrew Bowron, Ph 9041 1118
Senior’s
Centre
Craft
Group—
Wednesday mornings 9.30—11.30, bring
your own crafts, learn a new craft or just
come for a chat.
Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every
Thursday morning 10.00—11.30am at the
Senior’s Centre. Free. All welcome.
Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—
3.00pm at the Senior’s Centre. Afternoon
tea to follow. Free.
Seventh-day
Adventist
Church—
Kitchener Road, 11am Saturday Family
Worship, 9.30am Saturday Bible Study.
Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 3056
Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at
the Merredin Library, for children up to 5
years old.
Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell
their stories or just listen. Mondays
10.00am—11.30am, starting with morning
tea. Senior’s Centre. $1.

Revolution Youth—Church of Christ,
Throssell Road, Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm
(School terms), Emma Aitken 0487 351
167

Tribal Belly Dancing—Fun and fitness
for all ages and levels of experience.
Mondays 5.30—7.00pm. First night is
free. 110 Barrack Street. Contact Kirsty
9041 1041.

Roman
Catholic
Church—South
Avenue, 6.30pm Saturday, 11am Sunday,

Uniting Church—Fifth Street,
Sunday Service, Ph 0457 329 850.

9am

SPIKE SAYS
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Merredin Churches Fraternal—PO Box
463, Merredin, Malcolm Clark 9041 5215
Merredin Museum & Historical
Society—Meetings first Wednesday of the
month 5.00pm at Railway Museum. All
Welcome.

“What are your thoughts on the Merredin Railway
or Military Museum?”
Thumbs up to the
volunteers who keep on
keeping on despite
everything. Especially
St John's Thanks for
doing what you do.—
Juz Cruzin

Thumbs down to the fit
and healthy who don't
take shopping trolleys
back to the shop or at
least the trolley bay—
Heather Giles
Thumbs down to the
location of some breath
testing, especially near
the railway crossing
where it can get a bit
dangerous—Gwen
Hobson

Dave Pettit— “Fantastic museum. We are very lucky to have it
and great volunteers at the Railway Museum.”

Sandy Jones— “I went to the Military Museum with my Mum and
Dad a few years ago. Mr Griffiths was there then and he was
really great. We loved it.”

Nick Ash— “Awesome museums. Both the Railway and Military
are very interesting and educational to have a look at. Very
worth your while.”
Jim Flockart— “I can still remember buying my ticket for the train to
school in Perth 70 years ago. The museum is a great record of days
gone by. Congratulations to the organisers and volunteers for their
dedication and work to make the museum a great historical venue.”
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Destination Merredin 2017
By MICHELLE MARKS Shire of
Merredin
Destination Merredin 2017 was held
over the Mother’s Day weekend and
was a great time for families to come
together for an enjoyable weekend.
On Saturday 13 May, the gentlemen
from the Men’s Shed hosted a Big
Sale and a BBQ for the community,
meanwhile the Fine Arts Society
were busy welcoming visitors to the
Fine Arts Exhibition held at
Merredin Railway Museum.
On Sunday 14 May, families came
together at Roy Little Park to enjoy a
day of shopping through the hand-

made market stalls, playing
recycled musical instruments,
watching the magnificent kite
displays, and enjoying fresh foods
provided by some of our local
community and sporting groups.
Merredin
Church
Fraternal
provided a lovely church service.
Ben and Emma from the Theatre
introduced visitors to The Small
Voices Project, and the Men’s
Shed were creating memories for
kids on the train. Guests had the
opportunity to plant a tree in Roy
Little Park for their mother or
grandmother, a project started by
‘Trees for Mum’. Sheree from
Paint the Town put colour and
smiles on the faces of kids with

her gorgeous face painting, and after
tirelessly helping us set up for the
event, the local Army Cadets
provided us with demonstrations of
their equipment.
Despite the weather being a bit on
the cool side, visitors had a
wonderful time enjoying what our
very creative community has to
offer.
The Destination Merredin crew
would like to thank all of the
individuals, community groups, and
businesses that contributed to the
event, making it an enjoyable
weekend for our community.

Magnificent flying water creatures

Debbie Tengvall and her delicious donuts

Kite flying

Dylan Last planting a tree for Mum

Jarryd Hurle planting a tree

Face painted Gracie Hayes-Thompson

Instruments made from recycled material

Mother’s Day Markets

4

MERREDIN COMMUNITY & REGIONAL NEWS Friday, May 26th, 2017

Police Report

By Senior Sergeant
CROOK Officer in
Merredin Police

SHANE
Charge

Merredin has been ticking along
quite nicely since the last article only
being marred by a couple of serious
incidents.
As a result of Merredin Police
investigation a domestic violence
incident a male adult has been
charged with Aggravated Wounding
and Aggravated Assault offences.
The male person has been remanded
in custody to appear in the Merredin
Magistrates court.
I reiterate Police will not tolerate
domestic violence at all and where
evidence exists offenders will be
charged.

Police conducted an investigation
into a reported burglary committed
on a business in the industrial area
last week. As a result a search
warrant was executed looking for
stolen property, two juvenile males
have since been arrested for the
offence of Aggravated Burglary and
bailed to appear in the Merredin
Children’s Court. Investigations are
continuing with the view to charging
other offenders involved.
A number of drivers have been
charged with offences related to
driving without a license, so far this
month two vehicles have been seized
and impounded by Police.
The
message is pretty simple if you don’t
have a valid driver’s license don’t
drive. If you are aware of anyone
who is driving around without a
license don’t hesitate to call and
report it.
The Western Australia Day long
weekend is coming up, Merredin and
Wheatbelt Police will be out to keep
our roads safe and again double
demerit points will be in play.
Remember long weekends bring
about increased traffic activity so
please drive carefully, be patient and
have a good weekend.
If you have information in relation to
drug activity, or anything that
appears suspicious please call us
direct on 9041 1322 or Crime
Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or go to
their website.

By GLORIA BANKS
Congratulations to the organisers of
the recent Community Show in
Merredin. Well done! Being able to
attend in a not so active way, my
thoughts drifted back to the past
Agriculture Shows. Thanks to the
“History of Merredin District” by the
late F.A.LAW, I was able to read of
the first Agricultural Society Show in
Merredin.
Early 1919 Mr W.F. Telfer set about
organising the first Agricultural
Society. Frederick Growden the
foundation President and William F
Telfer Secretary. The Road Board
applied for assistance, and the first
Show was held on the 3rd October
1919. Interesting to read that on the
day before the Show there was
incessant rain. The ground became a
quagmire and the roads to town were
flooded. The exhibits were moved to
the Ratepayers Hall and cattle
paraded and judged in front of the
Duff’s Hotel. Good business for Mr
Duff! Other well-known families
Telfer, Thyne, Quick, and Cahill
families were involved. The Society
survived and annual Shows were
held until the years of the second
World War, then went into recess for
four years. It then became a two day
Show.
My memories in coming to Merredin
in 1956, are of looking forward to the
Show, dressing in our best outfits,

agriculture, wool fleeces, sheep
judging, and shearing, poultry,
sideshows and exhibits in the large
Exhibition Hall. Kevin Cahill had
been responsible for some years as
President,
Raewa
Cahill
was
Secretary for a short time and then
Eddie Johnston as Secretary/
Treasurer. This was too great a
responsibility for Eddie, who
remained Treasurer and a series of
Secretary’s followed. These Shows
ceased in the late 1980’s. Other wellknown names were involved, Crook
and Flockart families, others I
apologise for omitting.
In 1996 a small committee met to
discuss the viability of organising a
Show, why could the surrounding
smaller towns hold a Show and yet
not Merredin?
As Tom &Olga
Kittyea were interested in Country
Music Festivals, they joined our
committee.
Others were Paddy
Crook, myself and some whose
names escape me. On Saturday 19 th
October
1996
the
Merredin
Community Show opened featuring
music by the Tom & Olga, sheep dog
demonstrations, gymkhana, golf
competition, Fine Arts Society, farm
machinery, poultry, sideshows and
displays in the Exhibition Hall. A Bar
was run by the Lions Club in a large
iron shed. After a few years Tom
and Olga bowed out and Graeme and
Wendy Alp became totally involved.
We endeavored to work with the

My Thoughts
Royal Agricultural schedule dates
with Kevin Cahill’s valuable
experience. October we could
hopefully fit the Sideshows to come
to Merredin. All credit to Graeme
and Wendy who had a huge task of
organising this. We would be
promised certain sideshows and at
the last minute Wendy would be
phoned to say they were not coming.
This would disappoint the younger
generation. We tried to keep as much
agriculture as possible with Debbie
Alberti
organising
successful
Gymkhanas. The exhibits were
competitive,
cooking,
sewing,
flowers, art, vegetables, a fashion
parade in the Nukarni Club Rooms
and we organised a street parade. It
was a mammoth task for a small
committee, setting up the Exhibition
Hall and entrants coming in to be
judged. And cleaning up during the
evening.
A new active committee took over
and changed the date to March. “This
will never work, there will be no
vegetables and flowers that time of
the year” I thought. Well it has
worked, the emphasis no longer for
Agriculture. Gone the old exhibition
hall and the bar shed has been
demolished. The new Recreation
Centre is the
base for the
Merredin
Community
Show.
After
ninety
eight
years and many
changes, “The
show must go
on!”
Gloria Banks

Letter to the
Editor
‘This Game of War’
Why be ambitious my love once said,
Why worry about the Atomic Bomb,
It is only another atom or another
sun,
And we can make Earth into one.
Let’s make it quick—a few to goBlow the rockets—we’ll let
this Atomic Bomb go.
Why not harvest all this power?
Surely now it is the hour!
It will be the best fire yet—
And leave the hot heads watch
The lovely scene,
Let’s fight on—We know the
End!
Let us destroy life on Earth,
So she can bend Bend herself in flame and
become another burning star again.
So let the Pagan God of War Reign.
Not the God of Peace.
By J. Doncon
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Court Report

9th & 10th May 2017
Tristan Barnes was convicted of
disorderly behaviour in public and
threatening to damage a dwelling at
night and received a 6 month
community based order.
Michael Blake was convicted of
being a responsible person who
permitted an unlicensed vehicle to be
used on a road, fined $100, ordered
to pay costs of $188 and to pay a half
annual fee of $423.20.
Rhys Bland was convicted of having
no authority to drive (fines
suspended), fined $200 and ordered
to pay costs of $188.
Rohan Button was convicted of
possessing a prohibited drug
(cannabis), fined $450 and ordered to
pay costs of $188.

Wayne Carey plead guilty to having
no authority to drive (fines
suspended), fined $200 and ordered
to pay costs of $188.
Carrie-Anne
Christmass
was
convicted of possessing a prohibited
drug (cannabis) and fined $150, she
was also convicted of possessing
drug paraphernalia in or on which
there was a prohibited drug or plant,
fined $80 and ordered to pay costs of
$425.
Brooke Cooper was convicted of
having no authority to drive (never
held), had her licence suspended for
a further 3 months, fined $150 and
ordered to pay cost of $188.
Ashley Cox was convicted of having
no authority to drive (expired
overseas or interstate licence), fined
$100 and ordered to pay costs of
$188.
Scott Davis was convicted of
possessing drug paraphernalia in or
on which there was a prohibited drug
or plant, possessing a prohibited
plant, cultivating a prohibited plant
and possession of a prohibited drug
with intent to sell or supply
(methylamphetamine) and received
an intensive supervision order, he
was convicted of burglary/commit
and stealing and received a
suspended imprisonment order, he
was convicted of possessing drug
paraphernalia in or on which there
was a prohibited drug or plant, fined
$150 and ordered to pay costs of
$188, and convicted of having no
authority to drive (fines suspended)
fined $300 and ordered to pay costs
of $188.
Shane Desmond was convicted of
being a responsible person who
permitted an unlicensed vehicle to be
used on a road, fined $100, ordered
to pay costs of $188 and to pay a half
annual licence fee of $143.20.

5

driving contrary to the conditions of
an extraordinary licence, fined $300
and ordered to pay costs of $188.
Leon Hansen was convicted of seven
counts of breach of violence
restraining order and received a 6
month community based order.
Sonya Harvey was convicted of
having no authority to drive (fines
suspended), fined $200 and ordered
to pay costs of $188.
Reginald Hayden plead guilty to
driving contrary to the conditions of
an extraordinary licence, had his
extraordinary licence suspended and
fined $500, he also plead guilty to
driving (or attempting to drive) a
motor vehicle on a public road with a
blood alcohol content exceeding
0.02g, had his licence suspended for
3 months, fined $200 and ordered to
pay costs of $188.
Jonathon Humphries was convicted
of criminal damage or destruction of
property, fined $600 and ordered to
pay compensation of $3525, he was
also convicted of a second count of
criminal damage or destruction of
property, fined $600 and ordered to
pay compensation of $1870.

Talia James was convicted of driver
wearing seat belt with (1) passenger
under 16 years unrestrained, fined
$550 and ordered to pay costs of
$188.
Max Khan was convicted of
disorderly behaviour in public, fined
$1000 and ordered to pay costs of
$188.
Eugene Leach was convicted of
driving a motor vehicle under the
influence of alcohol, fined $1500,
ordered to pay costs of $98.50 and
had his licence suspended for 12
months, he was convicted of having
no authority to drive (never held),
fined $300 and had his licence
suspended for a further 3 months, he
was convicted of
having no
authority to drive (never held) fined
$500 and had his licence suspended
for a further 3 months.
Murray Middleton was convicted of
exceeding the speed limit in an
unrestricted area, fined $200 and
ordered to pay costs of $188.
Joshua
Morcom-Brumby
was
convicted of having no authority to
drive—suspended (other than fines
suspension), fined $400, ordered to
pay costs of $188 and had his licence
suspended for a further 9 months. He
was also convicted for wilfully
misleading a person performing a
function under a road law and fined
$150.

Samantha Gill was convicted of
having no authority to drive (fines
suspended), fined $200 and ordered
to pay costs of $188.

Noel Mosely was convicted of
unlawfully assaulting and thereby
did bodily harm with circumstances
of aggravation and received a 6
month community based order.

Belinda Grinham was convicted of

Lora

Nicoletti

plead

guilty

to

exceeding the speed limit in a builtup
area and was fined $200. She also
plead guilty to driving (or attempting
to drive) a motor vehicle on a public
road with a blood alcohol content
exceeding 0.05g, had her licence
suspended for 8 months, fined $600
and ordered to pay costs of $188.
Cameron Perry was convicted of
having no authority to drive (fines
suspended), fined $200 and ordered
to pay costs of $188, he was also
convicted of using an unlicensed
vehicle on a road, fined $100 and
ordered to pay a half annual licence
fee of $156.90.
Ronald Petchell was convicted of
having no authority to drive
(expired), fined $150 ordered to pay
costs of $188 and had his licence
suspended for 3 months.
Cameron Pilsworth plead guilty to
having no authority to drive (fines
suspended), fined $600 and ordered
to pay costs of $188.
Patrick Portier was convicted of
driving with a prescribed illicit drug
in oral fluid or blood, fined $400 and
ordered to pay costs of $1328.
Sharon Price was convicted of
unlawfully assault and thereby did
bodily harm with circumstances of
aggravation and received a 8 month
suspended
imprisonment
order
suspended for 12 months. She was
also convicted of a breach of
protective bail conditions and
received an 8 month community
based order.
Shirley Ridley plead guilty to having
no authority to drive (expired), fined
$150 and ordered to pay costs of
$188.
William Robertson was convicted of
using an unlicensed vehicle on a
road, fined $100, ordered to pay

costs of $188 and to pay a half
annual licence fee of $142.50, he
was also convicted of having no
authority to drive (fines suspended)
and fined $300.
John Stevens was convicted of
possessing drug paraphernalia in or
on which there was a prohibited drug
or planted and fined $150, he was
convicted of possessing a prohibited
drug (Methylamphetamine) and
fined $400, and he was convicted of
having no authority to drive (fines
suspended), fined $800 and ordered
to pay costs of $188.
David Threadgate was convicted of
possessing a prohibited drug
(cannabis), fined $550 and ordered to
pay costs of $188.
Mervyn Turner was convicted of
having no authority to drive (fines
suspended), fined $200 and ordered
to pay cost of $188.
Bruce Weston was convicted of
using an unlicensed vehicle on a
road, fined $100, ordered to pay
costs of $188 and to pay a half
annual licence fee of $143.20, he
was convicted of driving a vehicle
contrary to a defect notice and fined
$600, he was convicted of driving,
causing or permitting a vehicle with
a forged, replica or false plate to be
driven on a road and fined $150, and
he was convicted of driving a vehicle
with an unrestrained load and fined
$150.

Write a letter to the
editor of up to 500
words and email it to
administration@merredincrc.com

Tales of the Past
I drove down Bates Street the other
day, passed the old North Merredin
School site and thought of some of
my days there. These featured the
old Home Science building. There
was a double doored wood fired
stove inside which needed to be
carefully monitored to keep the
temperature correct for food being
cooked. At the side of the stove
was a hot water tank which had a
tap so that hot water could be
accessed as needed.

If it was winter time and we were
making a cake which involved
creaming butter and sugar by hand
students were allowed to sit outside
in the sun as we chatted and beat
the ingredients. Needless to say we
were not in any hurry to finish the
creaming process too quickly!
Once a year a Moderator would
come to the school to (we were

told) examine the students’
competency. (Having taught for
many years under the old system, I
now believe that it was the teacher
who was being examined!).
Anyway, one year the Moderator
was in the class and asked me to
bring her a bowl from the store
room. I was about 13 at the time
and thought that I would impress
her by making sure that the bowl
was really clean by wiping it on my
apron as I carried it up to her.
WRONG! She was horrified by my
action and I received a good telling
off. To make matters worse when
she had finished my lecture, she
started on the teacher too. (She was
in trouble for not teaching us good
hygiene practises), I was really
sorry for I liked the teacher and
would not have caused problems
for her if I could help her.
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Did you know that the Merredin
Regional Library is building our local
history collection?
We have a
growing collection of photographs and
memorabilia about general town life
as well as a growing collation of
newspaper articles and advertisements
from the early 1910’s on. We have
been successful in getting a grant to
create a local history/memorabilia
room in the library to highlight some
of the items we already have, and
provide a place for people to sit down
and read about some of the history of
the area.
Stay tuned for more
information about this space.
We are always looking for more
information, photographs etc. to add
to the collection. Our hope is to
create a collection looking at the
Town of Merredin and surrounding
districts that would complement that
already collected and displayed at the
Railway Museum and the War
Museum. The library is interested in
collecting old family photographs,
especially if they are of events or
occasions such as birthday parties, the
Merredin show, picnics, anything to
show what it was like to live in
Merredin in the past. If you do not
want to part with old photos the
library would be interested in
scanning the photos so we at least
have a digital copy.
We are also interested in putting
together a list of farms and their

Library Musings
location numbers, so that when
people come looking for information
about their great grandparents etc.,
saying they lived on such and such a
farm we could at least point them in
the right direction. Feel free to send
any
such
information
to
library@merredin.wa.gov.au.

Remember, the history of an area is
not just the big things – the visits
from the Queen, the opening of the
Swimming Pool or Hall, etc. but the
day to day lives of the people living
in the area. Old receipts show what
shops people were using, and what
they were buying (and of course how
much everything cost). Old calendars
show advertising and even what was
important enough for people to make
notes about.
Old photos show
fashion, activities, buildings, furniture
etc. These are the things that bring
history alive and add colour to history
books and newspaper articles, which
eventually just become words on a
page with little meaning or relevance
as customs and day to day life
changes. Think about how children
today react when you try to explain a
time with no mobile phones.
If you are not sure if something you
have may be of interest to the library
please bring it down for staff to have
a look. Who knows, you may have
the one item that provides the answer
to a question someone has been
asking.

Positive Meeting with
Councillors
By MICHELLE MARKS Shire of
Merredin
On the evening of Tuesday 16 May
Shire of Merredin Councillors met
with local residents for an informal
public forum. The forum’s purpose
was to provide the opportunity for
residents to raise and discuss any
issues or ideas with Councillors. It
was a positive meeting, with 5 adults
and 2 children from the community
attending.
Topics that were discussed included
footpaths on Morton Street (works
are included in the 2017/18 Budget),
sea containers used as buildings in

Merredin, and a motor sports venue.
Positive feedback was provided
relating to the 24hr RV stop, with
reports of the area being frequently
used and attracting positive visitor
experiences and benefiting the town.
Other issues raised were concerned
with local shopping, parking and the
public toilets near the Visitor Centre.
Comments were made on whether
another similar public forum would
be held. If there is public demand for
another forum, Councillors and staff
may schedule another in October
following the Local Government
elections.

FREE Influenza Vaccine
for those aged 65 & over
Thursday 1st June
9am—11am
Primary Health Eastern
Cnr Mitchell & Queen Street, Merredin
To register your interest or for
enquiries please call 9041 0444
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Belgravia Leisure hosts sundowner at Merredin Regional and
Community Leisure Centre
By ROHAN GUNTON
Belgravia Leisure, the new contract
managers of the Merredin Regional
and Community Leisure Centre,
hosted a public sundowner earlier
in May to inform the community of
current and future programmes and
a proposal for a community
gymnasium at the centre.
State Manager, Rohan Gunton for
Belgravia
Leisure
presented
information
on
Belgravia’s
management structure, operating
strategies and values along with
details and concept images of the
proposed gymnasium.
The
sundowner was well supported by
facility users and sports group
representatives.
Mr Gunton
provided answers to many queries
and spoke with individuals
following the presentation. Centre
Manager, Marilyn Sayers and Mr
Gunton will meet with sporting
groups during May and June to
find out what is, and what is not,
working for centre users and
encourage ideas for maintaining
Day/time
Monday 1-3pm

Monday –Thursday 5.306.30pm
Monday 6-7pm
Mondays and Wednesdays
3.30pm-5.30pm
Tuesday morning start 9am
30 minute classes
Tuesdays – 3.30-4.30pm
Tuesdays – 6-7.30pm
Wednesday 4.30-5.30pm

Wednesday 6.30pm in the
Grandstand Bar
Thursday 7-8.30pm
Fridays – 6pm

and improving this
community facility.

fantastic

Merredin
Regional
and
Community Leisure Centre’s main
objective is to increase the range of
programs available at the centre to
make the facility more accessible
to everyone in the community. The
Centre is currently running
programmes across the week to
suit many interests an age groups.
The Centres heated pool is
available to anyone wishing to do
some water exercise. The centre is
also available for bookings for
weddings, conferences, large and
small meetings, seminars and
trainings.

Concept image of Belgravia Leisure’s proposed Gym

Staff are always available to
discuss any ideas for programmes,
services
and
activities
the
community would like to see made
available at Merredin Regional and
Community Leisure Centre, Bates
Street. Alternatively, staff can be
contacted on 9041 3033 or email
merredin@belgravialeisure.com.au

Programme
GOLD Club – mind, body
and soul activities for over
50’s
Aquafit classes – high intensity
Volleyball
Taekwondo

Price
$5/day

Infant Swimming – water
safety—3mths to 4years
Soccer – all age groups
Mixed Netball
Come Into the Warm –
kid’s activities and coffee
and cake for parents
Bingo

$12-16/lesson

Badminton – starting 8
June
Friday Night meals – fundraising for sports clubs

$6/player/night

$12/class
$6/player/night
$10/lesson

$5/player/session
$6/player/night

Concept image of Belgravia Leisure’s proposed gym with equipment

Advertising in The Phoenix is easy,
and less expensive than you’d think!
Call 9041 1041 to get the Advertising
Rates today.
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Small grants funding welcomed
Local Nationals MP Mia Davies
MLA has welcomed a funding
increase to the Federal Government’s
Stronger Communities Program.
The $22.5 million third round of the
program will mean communities in
regional WA will once again have
access to up to $150,000 per federal
electorate.
Member for Central Wheatbelt, Mia
Davies MLA said small grants were
big contributors to local projects.
“Continuing
the
Stronger
Communities Program means more
projects in regional WA will receive
funding.”
Applications for round three of the
grants will open mid-2017, and will
match dollar-for-dollar contributions
from community groups up to
$20,000.
Ms Davies congratulated Federal
Nationals Ministers Fiona Nash and
Darren Chester on ensuring the
Stronger Communities Program
funding continued.
“The National Party understands the
importance of small grants to local
communities,” Ms Davies said.
“This ongoing funding is important
for regional development, and I
commend the Federal Government
on this initiative.
She said that The Nationals in

Western Australia had made sure
regional development funding over
the last eight years included regional
projects of significance through to
smaller grassroots support.
“Over the last eight years Royalties
for Regions has delivered hundreds
of small grants to community
organisations,” Ms Davies said.
“The Regional Grants Scheme and
Community Chest Fund supported
projects like the York Motorcycle
Festival, St John Ambulance
extensions in Bruce Rock and
Koorda,
the
collocation
of
emergency service facilities in
Narembeen and a free accessible
outdoor gymnasium in Southern
Cross, in the electorate of Central
Wheatbelt.

“These projects have supported a
diverse range of projects that have
met specific needs of the community
and assisted in delivering essential
services.
“Our State Labor Government needs
to come clean on whether or not they
will continue these grants as part of
their changes to Royalties for
Regions.”
For more information contact Mia
Davies on 08 9041 1702 (Merredin
office), 08 9622 2871 (Northam
office)
or
by
email
mia.davies@mp.wa.gov.au
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CRC COMMUNITY NEWS
Anyone interested in volunteering in
Centrelink?

Volunteer Week 8 – 14 May 2017
Merredin Community Resource
Centre has had over 100 people
volunteer and help out with their
events, activities, projects and
services over the past 8 months,
which is absolutely fantastic.
Without this support the CRC could
not have coordinated the amount of
things that happened over this time,
including – Blokes Brekky (October),
Seniors
Luncheon
(November),
Christmas Bazaar (November), Gala
Night Sausage Sizzle (December),
Australia Day Breakfast and Thank a
Volunteer event (January), Merredin
Show (March), Easter Egg Hunt
(April), Neighbourhood House Week
- High Tea (May), Workshops -Kids
and Gophers (February and May),
Merredin Markets, Pet Cemetery and
the Phoenix newspaper.
To recognise these wonderful
volunteers, the CRC personally
invited them to a Sundowner on
Thursday 11 May.
At the Sundowner, Chairperson Sue
Olcorn
formally thanked
the
volunteers and acknowledged the
support from the Shire, who provided
funding for the CRC to encourage,

support and recognise volunteers
within the community and, also
funding from Volunteering WA and
Lotterywest for Volunteer Week
funding.
Questions were placed around the
room for the volunteers to comment
on.
Why do you volunteer? Because it
helps the community, Because I like
helping, It keeps the brain active.
What groups do you volunteer for?
Most of them, CRC, Shire, Railway
Museum (5), Hospital volunteer with
the elderly, Centrelink, Fine Arts
Society (2), A Choired Taste (4), Op
Shop, Men’s Shed, Churches
Fraternal and Community Show.
Volunteers are so important to our
community, imagine what things
would be like without our volunteers.
If
anyone
is
interested
in
volunteering, please contact the
Merredin CRC and we will see what
you are interested in and see if we
can find something suitable for you,
that you will enjoy, gain some skills
and meet new people.
Phone
90411041 or call into the CRC.

Merredin CRC is a Centrelink
Agency that opens from 9.30am –
1pm each day. Over the past nearly
5 years, the CRC has had some
wonderful ladies volunteer in the
Agency for the majority of the days.
This has enabled the staff to do their
day to day work, organise events and
activities.

As well as helping the CRC,
volunteering in the Centrelink
Agency can provide people who may
be looking for employment with
some skills and experience that could
eventuate to a job.
If
anyone
is
interested
in
volunteering, please come in and talk
to the staff at the CRC.

CRC Chairperson Sue Olcorn addressing the volunteers at the Volunteer Sundowner

$15 per stall
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Drone vs Dog
By LAURA REIBEL Dept of
Training
and
Workforce
Development
Muresk Institute will soon be
hosting the inaugural Drone vs Dog
Trials to show school students how
technology is changing the face of
farming.
The final stage of a program that
has involved high schools from
around the State, the Trials will see
students race a drone through an
obstacle course in an effort to beat
the time set by a highly trained
sheepdog. The student who
completes the course with the best
time will win a drone for
themselves and for their school.
Muresk Institute General Manager
Prue Jenkins said the Drone vs Dog
program was developed as a fun
and engaging way to educate
students about the use of
technology in agriculture and the
range of career options available in
the agricultural industry.
“Drone vs Dog is a unique way to
show school students the role
technology plays in a modern
farm,” Prue said.
“Changing

the

perception

of

farming and opening young minds
up to the possibility of a career in
agriculture is a key focus for
Muresk and Drone vs Dog is
helping us to do that.
“Students are finding out how
modern technology like drones can
be applied in the agricultural
industry and are really excited at the
prospect of beating Bouncer the
sheepdog around the course.”
The Dog vs Dog Trials will be held
at Muresk Institute on Friday 19
May 2017.
The latest innovations in agriculture
and agribusiness will also be on
show as part of the annual Muresk
Institute Open Day being held at
Muresk on 20 May at 9am to 3pm.
Free to the public, the Open Day
will showcase new techniques,
technologies and careers in the
agricultural sector, as well as
provide visitors with an opportunity
to talk with potential employers and
training providers.
More information is available from
the Muresk Institute website at
dtwd.wa.gov.au/mureskinstitute or
by phone on 1300 994 031.

A Leading Lady in Waiting
By EMMA DAVIS
It was a fantastic morning at the
Cummins Theatre as locals eagerly
packed the auditorium for the latest
instalment of Lunchtime Escapes.
These daytime concerts aim to present
high
quality
performances
by
international, interstate, and emerging
local performers.
Each concert begins at 11:30am with a
sumptuous morning tea of cakes,
biscuits, slices, and sandwiches,
accompanied by fresh tea and coffee.
Then, the show starts at 12pm and this
months concert was a real treat.
Audiences were delighted by the
amazing Kimberley Diane, a darling of
the Perth musical theatre scene who
has had quite the career playing
numerous leading ladies. Her show "A
Leading Lady in Waiting" was a close
look at her career to date with a couple
of hopes for future leading ladies she
would like to play, thrown in to make
a delightful 55min concert.

Highlights included Think of Me from
Phantom
of
the
Opera,
Astonishing from Little Women, and I
Could Have Danced All Night from My
Fair Lady. A particularly beautiful
rendition of I Dreamed a Dream had
more than one audience member in
tears.
"What a fabulous performance, we
enjoyed the show!" - Michelle Hooper
"Great show what a talented lady,
thoroughly enjoyed it!" - Norma
Henderson.
Kimberley Diane gave a beautifully
diverse performance showing her
immense skill and talent as a leading
lady, it was a delightful show with
many calls for encore long after she had
left the stage.
The next Lunchtime Escapes concert is
due to take place in July with a yet to
be announced performer. To stay up to
date with these concerts be sure to join
the Cummins Theatre mailing list or

MERREDIN COMMUNITY & REGIONAL NEWS Friday, May 26th, 2017

11

Mother’s Day Liturgy

St Mary’s School celebrated
Mother’s Day with a Liturgy and
morning tea. The Year 3 class led the
Liturgy. Father Andrew reminded us
about how special mothers are and
gave all mothers a special blessing.

Pamper Morning in the
Kindy

Everyone was then invited down to
the school hall to share in a specially
prepared Mother’s Day morning tea.

Mother’s Day in the Kindy was
celebrated with a morning of
pampering. They had foot spas,
massages, jewellery making, cake
decorating, nail painting and selfportrait making. It was a wonderful
morning with lots of fun and giggles
and all mum’s left with a smile on
their face.

Street Names of Merredin and their Destination
continued…..
Excerpt from “The History of Merredin
District” by FA Law
Cemetery Road leads into the old cemetery.
Streets named after railway personalities are
Gilmore Road, a Railway Commissioner:
Tomlinson Street, Secretary for Railways at
one time and Pereira Drive, which honours
Leslie Pereira, railway engine driver, who
did so much toward the establishment of the
railway recreation ground into which the
Drive leads.
O’Connor Street running
beside the Goldfields water main,
perpetuates the memory of Engineer

O’Connor, who planned and built
Goldfields Water Supply.

the

In a suburban area to the east of the town we
have the Avenues Estate, whose streets
contain besides a number of enumerated
avenues, the names of Limbourne – James
Limbourne for many years an experimentalist
at the Agricultural Research Station, and
Farrar, another famous wheat breeder.
Haines Street is named after Walter James
Haines, businessman of the town, Road Board
member and Club President.
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Year 5 Report
Vikings, Gods and Giants

THE ARTS UPDATE
Visual Arts
Year 9 students are in the process of
finishing their clay sculptures. They
looked at the art work of Hayley
Welsh who is an Australian street
artist. She is well known for her
whimsical creatures. Students had to
design their own whimsical creature
and use various clay techniques to
construct it and then glaze it to finish
off.
Dance
In Dance this semester our Year 11s
have been exploring different
cultures and national dances. The
students
created
their
own
composition, choreographing dances
that represented their chosen nation.

Year 5 have entered a land of ice and
fire, a place where giants, gods,
dwarves and people battle for family
and honour. The stories from the
Viking Sagas are thrilling adventures
filled with exciting battles and daring
contests. They fit perfectly with this
age group and introduce the class to
the mythology and poetry of the
northern
(Scandinavian
and
Germanic) world which, together
with Celtic mythology forms the
foundation of much the children’s
literature of today – e.g. The Lord of
the Rings Trilogy. Through an
introduction to the epic poetry of the
Poetic Edda and other poetry, a
foundation is laid for later studies in
the history of literature and in their
appreciation for a variety of
language styles.
Year 5 have been learning the
poems, songs and stories from the
Norse mythology and have begun to
write their own poetic tributes to this
mythical land.

Below are some examples of poems
written by the class and individual
students The Valkyries
Vicious Vikings fight for victory
Valiant death leads to invincibility
Voices cry in verbal victory
Veiled visions of flying Valkyries
Victorious Vikings vacationing in
Valhalla
By Year 5
Muspelsheim
Flawless flames fly fleetingly,
Fire forks and flicks,
Raging rings rumble raucously,
Roaring, ravagedly around.
By Jayden Brown
Giants of Jotunheim
Grey, gloomy, gravelly grottos,
Gruff, grizzly, gory giants,
Smelly, sweaty, shabby, scary,
Shouting, screeching, screaming
sounds.
By Christopher Berryman

MakerSpace
MakerSpace is an exciting and
innovative part of education that
combines
creativity,
problem
solving, engineering, communication
and collaboration.
At the College we see skills like
creativity, design and engineering as
becoming a priority as the shift in the
need for skillsets that have real,
practical value in a rapidly changing
world occurs. These are all the skills
that are fostered when our students
work in a MakerSpace as they can
work on creative projects.
After school each Monday, students
join the Makerspace as it provides a
hands-on, creative way to encourage
invited
students
to
design,
experiment, build and invent as they
deeply
engage
in
science,
engineering and tinkering.
Combining traditional and electronic
tools the nominated Year 2 - 6
students take on a variety of roles
and activities, and this will grow as
our students learn, invent, research,
teach, share, and socialise. We have
started the program with researching
and making useful objects from
fusible beads. In the next activity the
Makerspace group will explore
animation and digital storytelling
through green screening media
creation.

“It was very interesting researching
about different countries and their
cultures. It have us a sense of
appreciation for our own country”
Liana Craine Yr11
Preparations are well under way for
our public Open Day performance
for later on this year.
Drama
In Drama this term, the Year 9 class
have been learning about Commedia
Dell’Arte and the origins of Comedy
in Theatre. As part of the process,
students have had the opportunity to
create their own authentic looking
Commedia Dell’Arte masks for their
assessment work. It was a fiddly and
messy job, but brought the best out
in the students.

Merredin College Moon
Gazers
Merredin College Year 7 students
kicked off Term 2 Science with an
illuminating ‘Moon Night’ event.
The ‘Moon Night’ was held on the
evening of Wednesday 10 May at
Merredin College and offered
students a fun interactive opportunity
to extend their knowledge of the
moon. The event began with the
presentation of moon fun facts and
landing footages of Astronaut Neil
Armstrong and the first space probe
landing on the moon. The students
then participated in a group activity
which demonstrated the phases of
the moon. Moon gazing was the
highlight of the evening with the
students having a chance to take a
spectacular close-up peek at the
moon, capturing some photos
through the eyepiece. Thanks to the
WA Regional Technicians Group,
who made the night possible by
lending us three 8” Meade reflector
telescopes. The students and teachers
who attended all had an awesome
time and many expressed their hope
for the evening to become an annual
event.
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A Daughter’s Gift
By JO MILLINGTON
After the death of her daughter,
Karen, only hours after being
diagnosed with a rare form of
Leukaemia, Karen’s Mother, Jane,
approached the head of Haematology
at Sir Charles Gardiner Hospital with
the idea of raising funds to support
research and, as a result, the SCGH
Leukaemia and Lymphoma Fund
was established.
An art exhibition supporting this
fund was recently held at a
Bridgetown Gallery owned by Pip
and Bevan Mills.
On April Fool’s Day 2016, Pip was
diagnosed with the same Leukaemia
as Karen, but thanks to ongoing
research,
she
was
treated
successfully and is now in remission.
Pip is my niece and God-daughter so
when my fellow members at the
Merredin Fine Arts Society heard of
the exhibition, they rallied to the
cause and I was able to take 13
paintings down to contribute to the
show.
These, along with the
overwhelming support of local South
West artists brought the number of
exhibits to nearly 100.
Ticket sales to the opening and

commission on sales of the paintings
and other exhibits were donated to
the fund.
The theme for the show was ‘Roses’.
This was because a special rose ‘A
Daughter’s Gift’ in memory of
Karen, was bred as a charity
fundraiser with part proceeds from
sales going to the fund.
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Midalia Steel Merredin to Close
By MARK NOVEL Manager
Onesteel
Due to a flattening and deteriorating
market that is not expected to
improve over the coming years, and
despite enormous efforts by staff the
decision has been made to cease
trading at the Midalia Steel Merredin
Branch. Last day of trading for the
branch will be 31/5/2017.

The continued decline in key markets
such as mining investment, residential
and non- residential construction
along with minimal government
spend
have
been
significant
contributors in the decision to close
the branch.
As this site closes Midalia Steel will
continue to support the region from
our major sites in Northam and Perth.

Each ticket holder at the opening
received this special potted rose to
take home.
On May 17th, Pip was able to
present a cheque of $5158.25 to her
consultant, Dr Cull, who is head of
the Leukaemia and Lymphoma Fund
at SCGH.
Thank you to all my lovely friends at
the Merredin Fine Arts Society for
their support.

Would you like to write an article for
The Phoenix.
Let us know what’s happening in your town.
The specially bred rose ’A Daughter’s Gift’

Pip Mills, Professor David Joske, Pip’s consultant Dr Gavin Cull and Karen’s mother, Mrs
Jane Humby

Merredin Fine Arts Society with their ‘Roses’ paintings

Email administration@merredincrc.com
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Merredin Repertory Club’s
Happy Campers
By GRANT STAINER
The Merredin Repertory Club’s
eagerly anticipated mid-year
show is approaching fast, and is
sure to produce many laughs.
The show, Happy Campers, tells
the story of a family gathering in
the English countryside to scatter
the ashes of their recently
departed family member ‘Frank’.
As
the
family
gathering
progresses,
the
various
conflicting personalities begin to
emerge, and Frank’s dubious
history slowly comes out.
Happy Campers is a two act
comedy directed by Bob French,
and featuring both experienced
and new repertory club members.
Louise French and Debbie
Tengvall play the sisters ‘Beth’
and ‘Joan’, Verity Hughes and

Skate Park Gets Vibrant New
Look

David Pettit play the married
couple ‘Rachael’ and ‘Spencer’,
and Mal Harper plays the elderly
farmer ‘Mr Wilson’. New
members Jamie Arthur and
Bowden DeWaal play ‘Helen’
and her son ‘Michael’.
Happy Campers will run for 5
performances in June. The 9th,
10th, and 16th June are evening
performances, and there will be
Sunday matinees on the 11th and
18th June.
Evening performances start at
7pm, and the Sunday matinees
start at 2pm.
Tickets are available from
www.cumminstheatre.com.au.
For further enquiries, contact club
Secretary Gemma Romeo on
0438 814 339, or check out the
Merredin
Repertory
Club’s
Facebook page.

‘Happy Campers’ cast Louise French, Debbie Tengvall, David Pettit, Mal Harper, Jamie
Arthur, Verity Hughes and Bowden DeWaal. Photo by Grant Stainer

By LEE HOLBEN—Shire of
Merredin
Friday 19 May saw a number of
youth at Avon Youth Centre
working with two Artists Dan and
Daz on designs for the Merredin
Skate Park. On the following
Saturday and Sunday they helped
the artists transfer the design
outlines onto the Skate Park and
commenced the “colouring in”.

It was fantastic to see that it was not
only youth involved, but all age
groups. Congratulations to all
involved on a wonderful team effort;
Shamus from Avon Youth, Artists
Dan and Daz, Emma and Ben from
Cummins Theatre, Merredin depot
staff for all the preparation work,
Tracey Weiss for capturing the event
on film as well as the community
members, both young and old, who
contributed to the project.
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Aldridge welcomes ACCC
decision on domestic roaming
The Nationals WA Member for The
Agricultural Region Hon Martin
Aldridge MLC has welcomed the
draft decision of the Australian
Consumer
and
Competition
Commission (ACCC), not to declare
a wholesale mobile roaming service,
as a win for common sense and the
protection of regional interests.
“The ACCC decision will protect
regional consumers from inevitable
market failure which would likely
arise from a declaration requiring
Telstra to offer wholesale domestic
roaming services,” Mr Aldridge said.
“While many consumers are focused
on competition alone, regional
consumers
place
a
stronger
weighting on coverage in regional
Australia.”
Mr Aldridge made a submission to
the ACCC in December 2016 which
noted any move to force competition
on existing network infrastructure
would come at a cost to coverage in
regional Australia.
“Consumers
are
experiencing
increasing
competition
and
decreasing telecommunication costs
largely driven by competition in
urban areas as well as telco universal
pricing policies,” Mr Aldridge said.

“In their draft determination, the
ACCC has also found competition in
Australia’s
telecommunication
markets to be ‘reasonably effective’
and a declaration forcing Telstra to
offer wholesale roaming services
will not support competition to a
significant extent.”
Mr Aldridge reminded regional
mobile network users that roaming
of all telecommunication networks
routinely occurs in the event of an
emergency by calling 000.
“In recent years The Nationals in
Government
have
invested
significantly in expanding mobile
coverage in regional Western
Australia through Royalties for
Regions,” Mr Aldridge said.
“The Nationals were the only party
to
take
a
comprehensive
telecommunications plan to the
election to further invest in and build
on regional telecommunications
through both mobile and fixed
networks”
“The task of improving regional
telecommunication services is far
from complete and requires the
collective
effort
of
industry,
government and consumers.”
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Chris’s Corner
By CHRIS VAN DER MERWE
CHAINSAW CUTTING ON AN
ANGLE
If you are finding your chainsaw is
cutting on an angle, here are some
ways to fix the problem.
Make sure the angles of the tooth
on the chain are sharpened at the
correct angle on both the left and
right side of the chain.
Make sure the length of the tooth is

the same on both the left and right
side of the chain once sharpened.
Check your guide bar for wear. If
this is worn this will also contribute
to the chainsaw cutting on an angle.

Big Morning Cup of Tea for
Cancer

If you have a question you would
like
answered
about
your
lawnmower, chainsaw, line trimmer
or other piece of equipment just
email
it
to
chris@merredinmowers.com.au.

Group of ladies having fun wearing beanies with the beanies that were taken to Perth

22 Railway Ave, Merredin WA 6415
Phone: (08) 9041 3325
Mobile: 0428 308 808
Email: chris@merredinmowers.com.au

Merredin
Mower
&
Chainsaw
Centre

Guess what I am

By ANN LAMBERT
It has been a privilege and a pleasure
to have been the co founder and
coordinator of the Wednesday Craft
Group at the Church of Christ Hall.
In 1997, Gloria Banks, the then
Merredin Shire President, suggested
to me there was a need for such a
group, after the Jumbana Group
closed.
So Wendy Dunne and myself put our
heads together and prayed about it
and so the group was born. It slowly
grew over the years to 23 ladies,
though most weeks it would be 15 to
20. We were a lot younger then.
We made cards, scrap booking, folk
art painting, quilling, gifts, candles,
soap and paper making to name a
few of the activities. At times I
would organise a tutor to come and
teach us. So we had lots of fun
things happening.
We made
delightful friendships, which are still
strong today, helped each other in the
ups and downs of life. Birthdays
were remembered, photos shown of
family and friends. We had dress up
days, exchanged recipes, books,
ideas. We kept an eye on each other,
especially when one was sick or had
a fall.
With our knitting and crocheting we

made bonnets and booties for
K.E.M.H,
especially
for
the
premature babies.
Blankets and
hundreds of beanies for Princess
Margaret Hospital, especially in
football colours, and blankets and
beanies for teen cancer and for the
cancer department at Sir Charles
Gardner Hospital.
After 16 and a half years it was time
for a change and so now it has been
at the Senior’s Centre, capably run
by Pamela Gaal and Margaret Olsten
and their band of merry ladies. I
love to pop in and have a hug and a
cuppa and see what they are doing.
You don’t need to do a craft or knit,
etc to pop in and have a cuppa and a
chat. There is always a chair for you
and someone who would love to
meet you, have a chat and a laugh
together.
There is a bring and buy, door prizes
and raffles to be won. All drawn on
the day, and a lovely morning tea.
You are most welcome to come and
support the Cancer Morning Tea.
We all have been touched by cancer.
Please come along to the Big
Morning Cup of Tea for Cancer at
the Senior’s Centre, held on the 31st
May at 10am. Entry fee $5.

By LANCE FLEAY
Well you good Merredin people,
we are back with Guess what I am.
This edition’s quiz is very easy to
get us started. The winner will get
a family pass to the Railway
Museum or if preferred a double
adult pass.
All the items featured, plus much
more, can be viewed at the
Museum. Start guessing folks,
please text 0428 411 551 with your
answers.

Cancer patient who chose a blue and yellow Eagles Beanie with Ann Lambert
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Bootscooters Hoedown
By ANJOEEN WELLS
Members of the York True
Country
Bootscooters
Club
hosted a workshop and hoedown
on the weekend of the 20th May.
The event was well supported by
groups from as far away as
Kalgoorlie, Merredin, Narrogin,
Mandurah, Busselton and Perth,
who all converged at the York
town hall for a wonderful
afternoon and evening of learning
and dancing.
The
Merredin
Bootscooters
attended and a great time was had
by all dancers and non-dancers in
attendance. If you’d like to give
bootscooting a try, call Anjoeen
on 9041 3005, or drop in to see
Sue at the Chemist in Merredin,
or Lyn at the Merredin Post
Office.

You are part of our community. We
want to hear YOUR story. Email it to
administration@merredincrc.com

Merredin Lodge of Renown No 239 WAC—History of the Lodge
By E E JOHNSTON JP OAM

C.H. Simpson DGM.

A brief history of The Merredin
Lodge of Renown No. 239 W.A.C
and Craft Masonry in Merredin,
written by R. W. Bro. E. E. Johnston
OAM JP PSGW dated July 2016.

The Lodge of Renown No. 239
W.A.C. was consecrated on 13
March 1948, the ceremony was held
in the Agricultural Hall, Merredin.
Present M.W. Bro. Dr. J.S. Battye D/
Litt. BA LIB Grand Master and 22
Grand Officers, 21 members and 155
visitors – total attendance 208
freemasons.

The Merredin Lodge No. 98 was
consecrated on 11 June 1917 with
the first Worshipful Master W. Bro
Oliver Rees and eighteen Foundation
members. Initial meetings were held
in the Anglican Church, Merredin,
until 12 November 1921. First
meeting in the old Lodge building in
Coronation Street, Merredin, next
door to the present lodge building,
was held on 13 December 1921.
The Merredin Mason Hall Pty Ltd
was formed in 1954 for the purpose
of building a new cement brick
larger building with a meeting room
and separate attached hall, kitchen,
toilets, etc. Guy Smith was elected
Chairman of Directors and Bill
Ferguson
Company /
Lodge
secretary. Bill Ferguson continued as
Secretary until 1979 when Eddy
Johnston took over these duties until
the
Company
property
was
transferred to Grand Lodge in 2007.
The Foundation Stone of the present
building was laid on 15 July 1955 in
the presence of M.W. Bro. A.J.
McLaren P. Pro GM and dedicated
on 8 September 1955 by M.W. Bro.

The first Worshipful Master was W.
Bro. J. Gardiner and there were 21
Foundation members, the first
initiates were D.B. Price and A.J.
Murrie on 16 April 1948.

R.W. Bro. Eddy Johnston JP PSGW
awarded honour of OAM (Medal Of
The Order Of Australia) and served
as Lodge Secretary for 42 years;

Lodge will continue to operate for
many years as there are no other
Lodges within 100 kilometres. The
current membership is 30 members.

W. Bro. Herb Smith PGStdB
awarded
honour
of
AFSM
(Australian Fire Service Medal).

The lodge celebrating it’s 100 years
of Freemasonry in Merredin.

There has been considerable
renovations
and
improvements
carried out recently in the Lodge
room and hall in the hope that the

Any person interested in joining can
contact the Lodge Secretary, Michael
Daley, either by post to PO Box 705,
Merredin or phone 08 9355 3599.

On 31 March 1988 the Merredin
Lodge No. 98 W.A.C. amalgamated
with The Lodge of Renown No. 239
W.A.C. to form in name The
Merredin Lodge of Renown No. 239
W.A.C., the first Worshipful Master
of the combined lodges was V.W.
Bro. L.W. Johnson PDGDC.
There have been many prominent
Freemason’s in Merredin including
the following;
R.W. Bro Jim McMillan Brown JP
PJGW a former member of the
Parliament of WA and the longest
current member at 63 years;
V.W. Bro Ern Archdeacon PGDC
awarded honour of BEM (British
Empire Medal);

Merredin Lodge of Renown No 239 WAC
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Living with Chronic Pain
PAIN

a) Bio – biological: the physical body
should be assessed for changes or injury,

What is Chronic Pain
The terms chronic pain and persistent
pain are often used interchangeably. Pain
is said to be chronic if it persists beyond
the normal healing time of about three
months. 'Chronic' simply means ongoing
and doesn't tell us much about the
severity or quality of the pain.

b) Psycho – psychological: the aspects of
anxiety and stress should be addressed,
c) Social – aspects of the social situation
and home/ work environment should be
considered.

By
AUSTRALIAN
MANAGEMENT ASSOC

Many people are new to the notion of
chronic pain because they are taught that
pain goes away when tissues heal after
an injury or illness. However, this is not
the case for 1 in 5 Australians and pain
may not lessen when the healing process
is complete.
Sometimes, it is not possible for doctors
to pin point the cause of the pain and it
can be frustrating not to have a
diagnosis. Chronic pain is complex
because it involves the nerves
and nervous systems, including the
central nervous system made up of the
brain and spinal cord.
Chronic pain occurs because of changes
to the nerves or nervous system which
keeps the nerves firing and signaling
pain. However, there are likely to be
other precipitating factors with chronic
pain including genetics, gender and
previous episodes of acute pain. Chronic
pain can be intense and unrelenting, and
lead to various degrees of disability if it
is not managed well.
Chronic pain is a condition in its own
right because of the changes in the
nervous system unrelated to the original
diagnosis or injury, if there was one.
Medical scientists are able to map pain
centres in the brain using brain imaging,
bringing hope to the many Australians
who have not had their pain properly
believed, assessed or treated in the past.
The Challenges of Chronic Pain
The challenge of managing and living
with persistent (chronic) pain benefits
from the understanding of the
mechanism of pain. Our understanding
of pain has moved on greatly from the
time when it was considered that if you
had pain then some form of injured or
damaged tissue must be present.
Persistent pain is now considered to be a
condition in its own right.
Biopsychosocial Model
It is widely accepted in the medical/
health professions that management
should be holistic, involving all aspects
of the client’s life. A model of
assessment and management is now used
call the biopsychosocial model. This
sounds very complex, but basically
means that 3 aspects of the client should
be considered:

These 3 aspects will have a bearing upon
your pain experience. However it is not
possible to decide how much each
contributes to the pain. The exact
mixture of the biological processes that
are in action in any pain situation can
only be a hypothesised (meaning an
informed guess can be given).
Pain Patterns
The description of pain that you feel and
other associated symptoms give some
indication of the type of pain that you are
experiencing. The variation in the pain
either throughout the day or related to
activity or medication and how the pain
has developed over time (weeks or
months) also gives some indication of
type of pain that you are experiencing.
This information can greatly help health
professionals to consider all the possible
processes which are contributing to your
pain; the more information that you can
give them the better. They may ask you
to keep a pain diary, which will help in
this process.
Team Approach (choosing a team)
The most important person in managing
your pain is you. It has been shown in
clinical studies that the more you
understand about the mechanisms of
pain; the better you can control the pain.
You know more about your pain than
any health professional, you live with it
every day. Health professionals should
all be able to consider the 3 aspects
outlined above (bio-psycho-social), but
will probably only be an expert in one
field. Below is set out three areas of pain
management that you will probably need
to consider. All 3 may not be needed in
every pain situation:





Medication
Physical activity
Psychology

Medication
Medication is only one part of the overall
management strategy for chronic pain.
Medications can be effective for some
types of pain, but not all pain responds
completely to medication alone, so
physical and psychological methods of
pain management should be combined
with medication for the best effect.
Constant pain is best managed with

regular medication to provide 24 hour
control. A schedule of 4-6 hourly doses
or the use of long acting medications will
provide control over 24 hours. Taking
medication regularly, usually results in
better pain control using the lowest
possible 24 hour doses, whereas waiting
until the pain is very severe to take a
tablet results in taking larger doses with
poorer control over the 24 hours. Using
medication according to this principle
provides ‘background’ pain control.
Many people have chronic pain at a
constant level throughout the day which
can be satisfactorily managed with
background pain control, however there
will be times that the pain increases
either due to physical activity, position
(standing, walking, lying), or some other
event. Whatever is the trigger, this
‘spike’ of pain is called ‘break through’
pain. At times of breakthrough pain there
is the need to use medication which has
rapid onset of action with short duration
of action. Therefore it is best to have a
combination of background medication
and breakthrough medication.
Breakthrough medication can be used
prior to activity that always results in
pain to prevent it occurring. For instance
if walking around a supermarket always
results in increase in back pain, then
taking a dose of breakthrough medication
15-30 minutes before going to the
supermarket can prevent pain.
Education on how what the medication is
used for, how to use it, and the side
effects is very important. Make sure your
Doctor tells you the reason for use of the
medication, how it should be used and
what side effects are possible and what to
do if they occur. It is often best to have
these instructions written down to
prevent any misunderstanding.
Most analgesics have predictable side
effects, and management of the side
effects is essential. Some side effects
may require the medication to be
stopped, however side effects such as
constipation can usually be managed
satisfactorily to allow continued use of a
helpful analgesic. Constipation should be
predicted and prevented.
Physical Activity
Our bodies are made for movement and
movement gives the nervous system and
the brain a lot of feedback about the body
and the environment. It is background
information, but it helps to normalise the
nervous system. Movement also helps
with many other systems of the body; it
helps to keep the heart and lungs healthy,
improve muscle and joint function and
stimulates you mentally, to mention a
few. Chemicals will also be released
which reduce your sensitivity to pain.

It may be that the limitation to your
physical ability due to pain is your major
concern. Therefore, improving your
activity so that the impact of pain is not
so severe may need to be dealt with by a
consultation with a physiotherapist. You
may need to strengthen specific muscles
or cut down the amount of activity that
you do before taking a rest (this is called
pacing).
Graded exercise routines; where people
slowly increase the amount of general
exercise they perform to re-condition
their muscles, over weeks and months,
have been shown to help people with
persistent pain.
Psychology
Ongoing pain can heighten emotional
responses and it is common for people to
experience increases in levels of: anxiety,
irritability, frustration, depression, anger
and guilt. Vicious cycles are created,
whereby elevations in emotional states
can also exacerbate pain. Pain can
interfere with sleep, activity levels, roles
and responsibilities, work, relationships,
socialising, recreation and finances.
One of the most difficult challenges for
people with persistent pain is to accept
that the pain cannot be cured. Some
people continue the search for many
years in the hope they will find treatment
to resolve their pain.
Frequently people with pain will be
referred to psychologists or psychiatrists
to help them to deal with their emotional
responses and to learn strategies to cope
and manage their pain more effectively.
Some people may think this referral
means the medical profession think their
pain is imaginary, made up or that they
are crazy. As a result they can often feel
anxious and angry about the referral.
Professionals taking time to provide
feedback that the pain is accepted as real
and explaining the bio-psychosocial
model is important and can allow a shift
in focus to management of the pain.
One of the important aspects of pain
management is learning to behave and
think differently about this condition and
other aspects of life. This involves
modifying or
changing routines,
responsibilities, the type, amount and
way activities are undertaken and
unhelpful thoughts and attitudes. These
changes also impact on family and
friends; people can struggle to deal with
the
changes.
Information
and
psychological support of the family can
be helpful in these situations. At times
others may not be understanding or
supportive and when this occurs there are
psychological strategies people in pain
can learn to help them cope more
effectively with this experience.
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Small successes lead to great
appreciation
Merredin support workers
have received recognition
for small steps that lead to
great improvements for a
local boy.

be late. Eventually it backfired and
he simply refused to get in the car
altogether. I was at my wits’ end.
Fortunately it was at this time I
was told about Avivo. All I needed
was for someone unfamiliar to be
present in the mornings.”

By LUKE BOLTON

Upon commencing support with
Avivo, a routine was set up with a
support workers Trish or Garth
attending Monday-to-Friday for
one-hour in the mornings to help
get Dmitry dressed and to assist
taking him to school. Both Trish
and Garth, chosen to assist the
Houareau family were also parents
of children with autism.

The Merredin team of home care
service and support provider,
Avivo, work alongside many
customers throughout the Merredin
community and surrounding areas,
but they recently received special
recognition for the difference they
have helped make to the life of six
year old local boy, Dmitry.
The team was nominated in the
2017 WA National Disability
Services Support Awards for the
‘Excellence in Personal and
Community Support Award’. The
award recognises a person or team
that made a significant contribution
to providing support that builds on
capacity and confidence of a
person with disability.
The
nomination
was
in
appreciation of the support
provided for Dmitry.
Ms Houareau would have trouble
dressing Dmitry, who has autism
and was non-verbal, due to his
sensory issues. This would often
mean Dmitry would be late to
school or not attend at all.
However, the mother noticed that
if someone who was not immediate
family was present, she would not
have trouble getting Dmitry
dressed and ready for school.
“For a while, I got away with
putting non-school clothes on, so
he would believe we were going
driving, and it worked for a while,”
Ms Houareau said. “But there
would be meltdowns in the school
carpark, which would cause us to

The result of setting up the routine
with the support workers was a
great success. Dmitry progressed to
being able to be dressed and driven
to school without incident, and he
was able to follow the routine of
his peers. He also began to speak a
few words.
“Trish and Garth have and
continue to do a fabulous job of
supporting both Dmitry and
Tracey, to lead a good life,” said
Jennifer Lavery, Avivo team
facilitator for the Merredin area.
“They assist Dmitry with learning
many of the skills that will enable
him to better engage within the
wider community and they both do
so with an unwavering enthusiasm,
patience and genuine belief in (his)
abilities.”
Although the team did not take out
the gong at the gala dinner at
Crown Perth, Ms Lavery said it
was great to have the positive
recognition for the team.
“The nomination has meant a lot to
Trish and Garth as they are very
proud of what they have achieved
with Dmitry,” she said. “They are
very proud that when they go to his
school, other people are seeing

how he participates. So it means a
lot to the community as well; that
the community can see there can be
good outcomes from situations that
might initially look like there is no
light at the end of the tunnel.

outcomes – that they are
empowering and helping people on
their journey within the Merredin
community and beyond.”

“I think the recognition of being
nominated for the award was great
for the team to see that other
people value the work they do for
members
of
the
Merredin
community,” Ms Lavery added.
“The nomination allowed the team
to celebrate that they are doing a
great job. It is recognition that they
are helping people in the
community to achieve goals and
Support worker Garth with Dmitry
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Planetary tour of our solar system
By GRANT STAINER

Many of us like to travel, so this week, let
us travel around our solar system and
check out the planetary companions of our
home, Planet Earth.
Let us start at Mercury, the closest planet
to the Sun. Mercury orbits the Sun at a
distance of between 47-70 million km (an
eccentric orbit), with extreme surface
temperatures. Mercury does not have an
atmosphere, but does have a thin
exosphere that sometimes results in
magnetic tornadoes that funnel hot solar
wind plasma down to the surface.
Next on our tour is Venus. Similar in size
to Earth, Venus’s thick atmosphere is a
hellhole of carbon dioxide (resulting in an
extreme greenhouse effect) and clouds of
sulphuric acid. Venus has mountains,
valleys, and lots of volcanoes. Surface
temperatures are more than 470oC.
The next planet is Earth, but let us bypass
that for now.
Now to Mars. Mars is a rocky red planet
about half the size of Earth. Due to the tilt
of the rotational axis, Mars experiences
seasons, resulting in the polar ice caps
growing and receding. Mars’s climate has
changed more than once, and volcanism
has been active in the past. Mars
experienced huge floods a long time ago,
but we don’t know a lot about where the
water came from or where it went.
Jupiter is the next planet, and it is the giant
of the solar system. It is a gaseous planet,
made mostly of hydrogen and helium, but

with clouds of ammonia and water
forming the stripes and swirls. Jupiter’s
famous red spot is a massive storm that
has raged for many hundreds of years.
Sweet Saturn is the next planet, and is the
jewel of the solar system. Whilst not the
only planet to have rings around it, no
others come close to being as spectacular
or complicated at Saturn’s rings. Saturn is
a gaseous planet, made mostly of
hydrogen and helium, but has a dense core
of rock, ice, other compounds, and
enveloped in a layer of liquid metallic
hydrogen.

Now we start getting really cold, moving
on to Uranus, which unusually rotates at
an angle of nearly 90 degrees from the
plane of its orbit. This means it rolls along
its orbit like a ball. This tilt also results in
the most extreme seasons in the solar
system.
Now to Neptune. The windiest planet, it
orbits the Sun once every 165 Earth years,
and has a mysterious atmosphere that
extends to great depths over a heavier
solid core.

Where to next? Pluto is a complex and
fascinating world, but was sadly demoted
from planet status a few years ago. Of
course, there is the mathematically
predicted “Planet Nine”, which is yet to be
directly observed.
After this long tour, it is probably best that
we return home to our home, Planet Earth,
and take care of it, as it would not be easy
to live on most of the other planets in our
solar system.
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CLASSIFIEDS
For Rent

Positions Vacant

Public Notices

House to Rent 3 x 1, fur nished $210 per week. Quiet
area.
Application forms available.
Please call
0427 702 102.
Invitation for Public Comment - Feedback on
2017/18 Differential Rates
In accordance with Section 6.36 of the Local
Government Act 1995 the Shire of Merredin proposes to
apply differential rates on Unimproved Values for the
financial year 2017/18. Details of the proposed rates are
as follows:
Unimproved Value
Minimum
Rate in $
Rate

Position Vacant

Do you want to be part of the high-paced, international
work environment of Vestas, the global leader in wind
energy? Your achievements will change the world’s
energy mix and help preserve our planet for future
generations.

Service Technicians – Mechanical
Collgar, Australia
We are currently seeking Service Technicians to provide
ongoing services and maintenance at our Collgar Wind
Farm.
The Collgar wind farm is located approximately 25
kilometers south-east of Merredin, Western Australia.
Vestas provides ongoing service and maintenance
support for these wind turbines, and as such we are
seeking to recruit a Mechanical Service Technician to
play an essential role in the ongoing scheduled
maintenance and troubleshooting at this wind farm.
Responsibilities:
 Day to day servicing, calibrations and maintenance
 Ensuring customer satisfaction through direct liaison
with client representatives, customers and service
recipients
 Develop and maintain site-specific documentation and
quality assurance information
 Achieve, measure and report on performance
indicators and site service objectives within a
continuous improvement environment
 Carry out hazard and risk assessments for all tasks as
per company policy and procedures
 9 / 5 Roster
 Residential Role
Qualifications:
 Mechanical Trade qualification (essential)
 Experience in Electricity or Maintenance Industry
 Intermediate computer skills
 Good communication skills both verbal and written
 Flexibility in working hours (on call roster)
 Ability to work at heights
 Driver’s license required
 A strong commitment to safety and a safe working
environment
 Ability to work in a team environment
What we offer:
In return the successful applicants will be provided with
ongoing comprehensive training, offered an attractive
base salary, allowances and overtime/penalty rates,
uniforms, tools, mobile phone and laptop computer for
company use.
.

Additional Information:
All potential employees will be required to undertake a
full medical assessment and personality assessment
before being considered for a position.
Applications Close 9th of June 2017
To APPLY, please email your CV to hungu@vestas.com
Savings Plus Chemist—Junior position available—
must be available after school hours and Saturday
mornings. Trainee Pharmacy assistant required— Level
3 Traineeship position available. Please deliver your
resume in person to the Pharmacist on duty to be
considered for this position.

Wanted
Private Collector looking to buy all things far m
related. Tractor sets, old steel wheels, oil bottles, tops
and racks, oil and petrol tins, old signs, bowsers and
anything farm related. Happy to look through dusty
sheds. Don’t throw it out I’ll clean it out. Call Glenn on
0408 920 941.

Travelling Phoenix
By KIRSTY ROCHFORD
Right now my Mum, Debbie, is lucky enough to
be travelling in Europe. And the good sport she is,
agreed to take The Phoenix with her. She says of
her trip so far “got to Venice today, typical tourists
finding all the great spots, having a great time,
trying all the food and wine, got lost walking home
in Florence the other night after too much wine,
walked around for ages” and “we left Florence
today and headed to Venice on the train which
travelled at 300kms an hour and it broke down in a
tunnel for 35 minutes, a bit scary as all the trains
travel that fast, we just kept hoping there wasn’t a
train coming behind us, sad to leave Florence as
it’s so beautiful.”

UV1 – Rural
$1,040
0.020467
UV2 – Urban Rural
$1,040
0.029149
UV3 – Mining
$200
0.040770
UV4 - Special Zone
$1,040
0.040770
Wind Farm
UV5 – Special Use
$1,040
0.040770
Airstrip
UV6 – Merredin
$1,040
0.040770
Power
The objectives and reasons for these differential rates
may be inspected at:
 the Shire Administration Office, corner of King and
Barrack Streets Merredin between the 8:30am 4:30pm Monday to Friday;
 the Merredin Regional Library, Coronation Street,
Merredin between 10:00am - 5:00pm Monday,
Wednesday and Friday; between 10:00am-6:00pm
Tuesday and Thursday; and 10:00am - 12:00pm
Saturday; or
 online
at
Council’s
website
at
www.merredin.wa.gov.au.
The Shire invites feedback on this proposal.
Submissions must be in writing and can be sent to the
Chief Executive Officer, PO Box 42, Merredin WA
6415, faxed to 9041 2379 or emailed to
admin@merredin.wa.gov.au.
The closing date for submissions is 4:00pm on
Monday 19 June 2017.
Please note that all submissions will become a public
record. However, the Shire will not release your
personal details if a written request to withhold these
details is received.
Greg Powell
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Notice of public advertisement of planning proposal
Planning and Development Act 2005
The Shire of Merredin has received an application to use
and develop land for the following purpose and public
comments are invited.
Lot 165 (No. 22) Coronation Street, Merredin WA 6415
Proposal: CEACA Inc Seniors Housing Development –
Aged Care Accommodation
The application was considered at Council’s May 2017
meeting with details available from the Minutes
(available on Council’s website) or for inspection at the
Administration Office. Submissions must be in writing
and can be sent to the Chief Executive Officer, PO Box
42, Merredin WA 6415, faxed to 9041 2379 or emailed
to admin@merredin.wa.gov.au and are to be received
prior to 4.00pm Monday 12 June 2017.
GS Powell
Chief Executive Officer

Notice of Special Meeting Wednesday 21st J une
2017 at Cornerstone Christian Bookshop
commencing 10.00am, to review Constitution of
Merredin Churches Fraternal.
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BEAUTICIAN

CABINET MAKING

CARPENTER

COMPUTER TECHNICIAN

EARTH MOVING

ELECTRICIAN

ELECTRICIAN

PEST CONTROL

PLUMBER

GLASS SERVICES

PET LODGE
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Hockey

Merredin Golf Club

Merredin Women’s Hockey
By KIM HATCH
On Saturday 16th May Merredin
played against Kellerberrin. It was a
well played game from both sides
but Merredin came out on top with
our first win of the season with the
score 2-0.
The best player award went to Meg
Gethin which was sponsored by
Dimensions Cafe & coaches award
went to Kim Hatch sponsored by
Bankwest.

were unsure of how we would go
after hearing how well Quairading
did in their previous games this
season.
Merredin
played
an
excellent game and Quairading only
won by 3 goals, with the final score
being 3-0. Awesome work girls and
Blake!
Amanda Lockyer won the best
player
award
sponsored
by
Bankwest and Seonie Main won the
coaches award sponsored by
Merredin Squash & fitness.

On 20th May Merredin travelled to
Quairading to play a game which we

Golf

By TREVOR WATERHOUSE
The competition for Saturday the
13th of May was a par round for the
Cliff Haines Tyres & More Trophy.
The winner of the day was Glen
Riethmuller with +4 on a countback
from Darren O’Neill. Other good
scores were recorded by Graham
Motzel on +3 and Peter Western
and Matt Motzel on +2.
Novelties for the day were a long
drive on hole number 10 Razor, on
hole number 12 Motzy holed the
longest putt, Rob Gearing had the
nearest third shot on hole number
16, and the longest putt on hole
number 18 was Peter Western. The
nearest the pins on the par 3’s were
on number 2 Shaun Avery, number
4 Darwin, number 6 Jim Campbell
and number 8 Darwin.
Sunday the 14th was a Stableford
round and the winner was Lionel
Price with 42 points from Graham
Motzel with 40 points.

Merredin defence lining up for a short
corner in the Kellerberrin game

Merredin’s goalkeeper Amanda Lockyer
ready to defend a penalty flick

Graham Motzel was the nearest the
pin on number 8 and Justin Watts
holed the longest putt on number
18.

Saturday the 20th May was a 4BBB
for the Eastern Districts Panel
Beaters Trophy and the winners of
the day with 48 points were Matt
Jacobson and Adrian Irving.
Runners up on 46 points were Syd
Crees and Justin Watts on a
countback from Graham and Matt
Motzel.
Novelties for the day were Yvonne
nearest the pin on number 2, Best
second shot on number 7 Megs,
longest holed shot on number 13
Justin and nearest the pin on
number 17 Alex.
Saturday the 27th May is a Stroke
round for the M&W Kitchens &
Cabinets Trophy and Sunday is
Club day playing a Stableford
competition.
The following weekend the 3rd and
4th June will be Stableford
competitions on each day for a club
trophy.
Upcoming games, 27th May M&W
Kitchens Stroke competition, 28th
May, 3rd June, 4th June, Club Days
Stableford competitions.

Merredin—Kellerberrin game

Merredin—Quairading game

Maxine Christie running out to defend
the short corner against Quairading

Shooting
Results from 6th May Shoot

Results from 14th May Shoot

600 Yards

700 Yards

Kellie Routledge—109

Bergen Routledge—96

John Ayers—108

John Ayers—93

Peter Hughes—99

Kellie Routledge—87

Bergen Routledge—93

Matt Lambert—83

Matt Lambert—88

Raymond Maiolo—72

Corey Tucker—83
Merredin—Kellerberrin game
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Equestrian

Local horsewomen win State Competition
By LEESA MURRAY
On the weekend of 20 and 21st of
May, Leesa Murray (myself) from
Merredin and Rebecca Guerini from
Southern Cross travelled down to
Pinjarra for the State Heavy Horse
Show, run by the Commonwealth
Clydesdale Horse Society of WA.

working harness Clydesdales in log
snigging and slide classes. "We
managed to miss most of the rain and
our horses were so well behaved it
made for a lovely weekend" said
Leesa.

It was a bit of a wet cold weekend
but with the display of heavy horses
at the show it was well worth the
trip. Leesa Murrays’ home-bred
Drum mare, Claylee Black Betty
won supreme drum horse at the
show. Rebecca Guerini's imported
Gypsy Cob gelding, ITS Smokey
won Champion Gypsy Cob gelding.

Champion Gypsy Cob winner, Rebecca
Guerini’s ITS Smokey. Photo courtesy of
Vickiphotos

The show went on to display

Supreme Drum Horse winner, Leesa Murray’s Claylee Black Betty. Photo courtesy of
Vickiphotos

Netball

Merredin Netball
By MEL CARR

Titans 15 d Jets 9

The 13th of May, was our highly
anticipated “pink” round. With the
Merredin Netball Association,
supporting the breast cancer
networks, “Pink fundraiser”.

Junior A

Fairest & Best Chloe Walsh,
Alyssa Ghirardi and Shyra ClarkWatts.

Blues 17 d Karni Jewels 15

Blues 47 d Karni Jewels 36

Fairest & Best Leah McDonald,
Sybella White and Angel Wise.

To show their support, clubs,
purchased pink merchandise to
wear and hosted an afternoon tea,
for gold coin donation. Thank you
to all of those who slaved away in
the kitchen making treats, so that
we were all able to enjoy a cuppa
and some goodies whilst supporting
those who need it most and this
very worthy cause.

Fairest & Best Melissa Taylor,
Hannah Gardiner and Lianna Crain.

Jets 47 d Titans 17

This weeks spotlight on A1

Fairest & Best Hayley Lawrence,
Trenaya Lawrence and Emily
Berryman.

Titans 36 d Jets 34

A2
Titans 37 d Jets 18

Junior B

Fairest & Best Tash Crees, Paige
Silver and Jasmin Holmes.

Karni Jewels 21 d Blues 19

Gems 2 56 d Gems3 38

The Titans v Jets fixture, was the
match of the round and had the
potential, to go either way, in a
highly skilled, fast paced and gritty
game.
Both teams were evenly matched,
Jets came out with a very solid first
half, with Titans managing to dig in
their heels and get the job done,

edging their way to overall victory
in the end.

The defence for both teams, ruled
the voting in this match, with
Caitlin Lawrence’s agility scoring
her the 3 votes, closely followed by
the ever strong Tosha Harrison for
2 votes and Lisa O‘Neill, with her
solid court presence gaining her 1.
Blues 56 d Karni Jewels 29
In true style, the girls in blue, came
out solid and steady, playing skilful
netball, gradually solidifying the
large lead that is represented above,
Karni Jewels, had a red hot go,
however hampered by the absence
of a few key players could not
come up with the goods on the day.
Watch this space however, as the
new and old blend of players have
fused well and it will be interesting
to watch them progress as
the season rolls out.
3 votes went to Nicole Newton,
always dominant within the centre.
Kelsey Osbourne again showed
amazing shooting accuracy to grab
2 and newcomer Katelyn Lubcke
nabbed the 1 for her all round
efforts.

Striking a pose, Jasmin Holmes and Chloe
Coomber, with the “pink” on display
down the court

Titans, Paige Silver shoots for goal with support from teammates, Tash Crees and
Maddy Hooper, Whilst Jets defence of Ebony Harwood, Natalie Beale and Monique
Montgomery work hard
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Football

Nukarni Football Club

Eastern Districts Football League
RSM Results Round 3

By KIP STAPELY
The Nukarni boys were on home soil
against Bruce Rock for Round 3
League
Nukarni FC v Bruck Rock FC

League

Bruce Rock
FC 13.25 (103)

Hyden/Karlgarin FC 25.8 (158) d.
Burracoppin FC 6.8 (44)

Nukarni FC 5.2 (32)
GOALS:

Kulin/Kondinin FC 14.15 (99) d.
Narembeen FC 10.13 (73)

Nukarni FC: S. Summerfield 2, C. Crook
1, D. Whitehead 1, K. Beilken 1
BEST

Bruce Rock FC 13.25 (103) d.
Nukarni FC (5.2 (32)

Nukarni FC: M. Davis, M. Sharp, B.
Giles, C. Crook, S. Summerfield
EDFL Reserves
Nukarni FC v Bruce Rock FC
Nukarni FC 8.9 (57)
Bruce Rock FC 3.3 (21)
GOALS
Nukarni FC: J. Shepherd 1, A. Purssell
1, C. Last 1, K. Roissetter 1, E. Enright
1, M. Harrod 1, J. O'Malley 1, D.
Hayden 1
BEST
Nukarni FC: B. Hayden, C. Smith, D.
Hayden, K Hayden, M Harrod
The boys will be home again this
Saturday against Southern Cross so get
down and support our boys to get a
couple of good wins on the board
bounce off from 12:30pm.
Photos courtesy of Kylie Garwood

Southern Cross FC 12.8 (80) d.
Corrigin FC 12.7 (79)

EDFL Reserves
Corrigin FC 25.9 (159) d. Southern
Cross FC 4.5 (29)

Burracoppin FC 16.12 (108) d.
Hyden/Karlgarin FC 3.8 (26)
Kulin/Kondinin FC 6.6 (42) d.
Narembeen FC 4.7 (31)
Nukarni FC 8.9 (57) d. Bruce Rock
FC 3.3 (21)
Belt Up Round 4
Saturday 27th May 2017
Bruce Rock v Burracoppin
Nukarni v Southern Cross
Hyden/Karlgarin v Kulin/Kondinin
Sunday 28th May 2017
Narembeen v Corrigin

