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COVID-19 WA
Statistics
As at 20th April 2020
Tested (negative) 28,924
Cases (positive) 545
Recovered 435
Deaths 7

Confirmed cases in
Regional WA
Goldfields 7 (3 active)
Great Southern 9 (0 active)
Kimberley 17 (5 active)
Midwest 3 (0 active)
Pilbara 5 (0 active)
South West 9 (0 active)
Wheatbelt 10 (2 active)
By KOHDEE HALL
As part of the Easter festivities in
Merredin, the Shire ran a DIY Easter
Bunny Competition, to finish on
Thursday 9th of April. The competition
was to make an outdoor Easter Bunny
decoration using materials found
around home or in the back yard.
Families from around the Shire eagerly
used their time in isolation to create
projects using materials such as tyres,
cardboard, tin, paper, and even shoes,

Winners of the DIY Easter Bunny competition, Lisa Sandercock and family

COVID-19 in Australia

11th, notifying Shire President Julie
Flockart, who then made an
announcement on Easter Sunday
stating that the winner of the
competition was Lisa Sandercock and
family, while the runner up was Renee
Purssell and family.

WA—Cases 460—Deaths 7

to create their competition entries!
Colourful creations of all shapes and
sizes lined the streets of Merredin
leading up to Easter, with everyone in
the running to win a fantastic prize.
The winner of the competition was
personally chosen by the Easter
Bunny, who had received a special egg
-semption to enter WA and deliver
Easter eggs. The Easter Bunny hopped
around Merredin searching for a
winner on the night of Saturday April

Congratulations to all entrants who
took the time to make their very own
DIY Bunny project. We can’t wait to
see what everyone creates next year!

ACT—Cases 96—Deaths 3
NSW—Cases 2,580—Deaths 27
NT—Cases 26—Deaths 0
QLD—Cases 907—Deaths 6
SA—Cases 409—Deaths 4
TAS—Cases 81—Deaths 8
VIC—Cases 1,135—Deaths 15
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday April 25th 2020
ANZAC Day
If you would like to ‘share’ the
ANZAC Service, please stand at the
end of your driveway at 6am on
ANZAC Day.
ANZAC Day Service
Will be livestreamed on the Shire of
Merredin Facebook page at 6am.
Attendance of the service in person
is not permitted.
REGULAR EVENTS
0-4 Amity Health Playgroup—call
Claire
Smith
or
email
csmith@amityhealth.com.au
A Choired Taste–Cancelled until
further notice. Call Langley Smith
on 0409 106 649.
All Saints Anglican Church—
Sunday services will be suspended
for the time being. Connect through
Facebook chat or Zoom and reading
morning prayer at 10.00am each
Sunday. Contact Pauline 9044 1076
or Su 0427 412 709.

Bootscooting—Postponed
until
further notice. Call Anjoeen on 9041
3005 or see Sue at the Chemist or
Lyn at the Post Office.
Men’s
Shed—Postponed
until
further notice. Please call Peter
McCrae on 0427 625 027 for more
info.
Merredin Army Cadet Unit 510—
Postponed until further notice. For
further information please contact
Officer in Charge 2nd Lieutenant
Karinda Smith Mob: 0427 080 913
Merredin Camera Club—Email
Daina
for
more
info
at
dainasutherland@bigpond.com.
Merredin Community Garden
Group Inc—for information please
contact the Chairperson, Gillian
Ovans 0427 701 655 or by email
merredincg@gmail.com.
Merredin Community Resource
Centre—Meetings cancelled until
further notice.
Merredin Fine Arts Society— New
members welcome. Enquiries to
Margaret 0429 623 081.
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Merredin Rifle Club—Call Steve
for more info on 0467 173 753.
Merredin United in
Cancelled for March.
reviewed in April.

Prayer—
Will be

Moorditj Mia Services—Cancelled
until further notice. Call 0428 125
613.
People’s
Baptist
Church—
Cancelled until further notice. Ph
0435 284 796.

Seventh-day Adventist Church—
Closed until further notice. Services
will be available online. http://
wa.adventist.org.au/ The stream is
available on Saturday morning from
10 am. Call 0429 770 331.
St Mary’s Catholic
Merredin—
Father
Bowron, Ph 9041 1118.

Church,
Andrew

Story-time—Cancelled until further
notice.
Tales of the Past—Cancelled until
further notice.

Playgroup—Contact Carissa Amm
on 0433 340 441.

Tribal Bellydance & Drumming—.
Call Kirsty on 0400 206 616.

Red Hat Lunch—Contact Julie
Townrow 0429 411 377 or email
julietownrow@westnet.com.au

Uniting Church—Cancelled until
further notice. Call 0428 125 613.

Seniors
Centre—Activities
suspended until further notice.

Westonia Croquet Club—Call John
Corsini on 0429 467 170 or Keith
Downsborough on 0482 445 046.

Seniors Centre Morning Tea—
Suspended until further notice.
Seniors Gentle Gym—Suspended
until further notice.

Wildflower
Society
Merredin
Branch—Call President Mal Harper
on 0437 388 292.

Heather’s Hearsay
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Merredin Museum & Historical
Society—Closed until further notice.

What are your prediction for the coming cropping season?
Sally McKie—Thumbs up to all
my workmates at Australia Post
for the great job they’re doing in
these difficult times.
Rebecca Celenza—Thumbs up to
the ANZAC statues and poppies
placed around town. Also
thumbs up to IGA staff
especially those coordinating
deliveries who are sometimes
working long hours to ensure we
can all get what we need.

Alan
Meldrum—It
will be just
average but
better than
last year.

Bob Alderton—
Rain and more
rain. Plenty of it
and everyone
will be smiling.

Dave
Keamy—
three Tonne
no worries lock it in.

Andrew Peters—
Average season
once we get a
good break.
When will that
be - early May

Olivia Gray—Thumbs up to
Amity Health Playgroup for
organising and delivering fun
activity packs for 0—5 year olds.
Christine
Carew-Hopkins—
Thank you CRC for still helping
people while working in extreme
times.
Doreen French—Thumbs down
to the thoughtless driver of the
ute with two dogs loose on the
tray—one dog was standing
close to the edge with his feet on
the side.

THE PHOENIX Friday, April 24th, 2020

Western Australia needs Tenancy Rescue Package now
By KATHLEEN BROWN
The Nationals WA have called on
the State Government to follow the
lead of NSW, Victoria and
Queensland to provide greater
assistance to property owners and
renters caught in COVID-19
tenancy turmoil.
Leader Mia Davies said the Premier
needed to follow the example set by
his interstate counterparts and
deliver a relief package to cover
landlords and tenants in commercial
and residential arrangements.
“Measures
debated
in
the
Parliament this week will provide a
framework for landlords and tenants
to
negotiate
a
short-term

compromise on rental payments
during this time of financial
hardship,” she said.
“However, rents will eventually have
to be paid and mortgages on
properties and businesses will still
need to be repaid and this is putting
considerable pressure on all parties
involved.”
Nationals
WA
commerce
spokesperson Peter Rundle MLA
said other States had introduced
packages offering a range support
including land tax relief, reducing
the foreign land tax surcharge, and
increasing resourcing for dispute
resolution services.
New South Wales is offering $440

million in help, Victoria $500
million and Queensland $400
million.
Mr
Rundle
said
the
State
Government was yet to announce
any changes to land tax or increased
resourcing for dispute resolution
services.
“If a discount, waiver or rebate on
land tax was offered it should be on
the terms that any savings for the
landlord are then used to provide
rent relief for a tenant,” he said.
“We’ve supported the legislation
brought to the Parliament this week
but
we
don’t
think
these
arrangements go far enough.

“There are businesses that have
shut down because they’re unable
to comply with social distancing or
other measures implemented and
aren’t getting any income to pay
their rent.
“Those who have lost their jobs
and businesses facing steep drops
in income that still have to stump
up at the end of each week or
fortnight to pay their rent or
mortgage.
“Legislation alone is not enough,
property owners and renters need
tangible assistance to get through
this crisis and be ready to get back
into trading when economic
conditions improve.”

Shire of Merredin DIY Easter
Winners of the Phoenix Easter
Competition
The Easter Egg was
on page 12.
Alethia Eastwick, Alison Baker and Wendy
Porter
Runner up of the DIY Easter Bunny
competition, Renee Purssell and family

Jayden Spencer with his Easter Egg prize
for the DIY Eastern Bunny Competition
and a Merredin CRC Activity Book

Jessica Avery said “We had lots of fun as
a family making our Easter decorations,
and it definitely took our mind off what’s
going on in the world right now. Baden
enjoyed the bunny prize!! “

Ayden Carrod with his Easter Egg prize
for the DIY Eastern Bunny Competition

Archie & Greta Gethin with their Bunny
and prize
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Court Report
17th March 2020

Perth Court
Corey Holdem appeared on a charge
of possession of stolen or unlawfully
obtained property. He was remanded
to appear in Perth on the 14th April
2020.
6th April 2020
Harris Donovan was convicted of
possessing a prohibited drug
(Cannabis),
possessing
drug
paraphernalia in or on which there
was a prohibited drug or plant and
failure to comply with requirements
made by a member of the police
force. He was fined $750, ordered to
pay costs of $225.90 and had his
licence suspended for 3 months.
7th April 2020
Merredin Court
Tristan Barnes was convicted of 2
counts of being armed or pretending
to be armed in a way that may cause
fear and assault occasioning bodily
harm and received a 1 month
suspended imprisonment order,
suspended for 14 months.
Luke Brown appeared on a charge of
assault occasioning bodily harm.
The matter was adjourned to
Northam on the 15th April 2020.
Adam Bullock appeared on charges
of stealing, breach of police order,
dangerous driving, failing to comply
with requirements made by a
member of the police force, breach
of protective bail conditions and
reckless driving. He was remanded
to appear in Merredin on the 21st
April 2020.
Callan Carter appeared on a charge
of having no authority to drive—
suspended
(other
than
fines
suspension),
the
matter
was
adjourned to appear in Merredin on
the 5th May 2020.
Debra Cook appeared on charges of
2 counts of without lawful excuse
trespassing on a place and 2 counts
of stealing, the matters were
adjourned to appear in Merredin on
the 5th May 2020.

Eric Cosh appeared on a charge of
threatening to distribute an intimate
image. He was remanded to appear
in Merredin on the 5th May 2020.
Sean Ennis appeared on a charge of
burglary with intent.
He was
remanded to appear in Merredin on
the 19th August 2020.
James Garrett appeared on charges of
commit an offence in dwelling of
another without consent, with
aggravation, criminal damage or
destruction of property and common
assault. He was remanded to appear
in Merredin on the 3rd June 2020.

Ronald Golding was convicted of
possessing a prohibited drug
(Cannabis), he was fined $200, and
ordered to pay costs of $225.90.
Shauna Hansen appeared on charges
of burglary and commit and stealing,
the matters were adjourned until the
21st April 2020.
Dion Jaxon appeared on a charge of
unlawfully did grievous bodily harm
with a circumstance of aggravation
as per section 221 Criminal Code.
He was remanded to appear in Perth
on the 16th June2020.
Selina Jetta appeared on charges of
disorderly behaviour in public and 2
counts of assaulting a person who
was providing a health service to the
public. She was remanded to appear
in Merredin on the 5th May 2020.
Brendan Johns was convicted of
driving with a prescribed illicit drug
in oral fluid or blood, using an
unlicensed vehicle on a road and
being a driver who fails to wear a
seatbelt. He was fined $900, ordered
to pay costs of $225.90, to pay an
analyst fee of $177 and to pay a half
annual licence fee of $244.70.
Lance Knuth was convicted of
driving with a prescribed illicit drug
in oral fluid or blood, he was fined
$500, ordered to pay costs of
$225.90 to pay an analyst fee of
$177 ad had his licence suspended
for 6 months.
Leigh Lawrence plead guilty to
possessing a prohibited drug
(Cannabis) and possessing drug
paraphernalia in or on which there
was a prohibited drug or plant. He
was fined $500 and ordered to pay
costs of $225.90.
Eleanor Lee appeared on charges of
driving with a prescribed illicit drug
in oral fluid or blood and having no
authority to drive—suspended (other
than fines suspension). The matters
were adjourned to appear in
Merredin on the 21st April 2020.
Nicole Little appeared on charges of
2 counts of assaulting a public
officer, being armed or pretending to
be armed in a way that may cause
fear and disorderly behaviour in
public. She was remanded to appear
in Merredin on the 21st April 2020.
Reece Long appeared on charges of
burglary and commit offence in
dwelling, 2 counts of stealing and
home burglary and commit. He was
remanded to appear in Merredin on
the 5th May 2020.
Danielle Mason appeared on charges
of 2 counts of stealing, 3 counts of
driving with a prescribed illicit drug
in oral fluid or blood, being a person
who breaches CRO or community
order without reasonable excuse,
driving with a prescribed illicit drug
in oral fluid or blood, possessing

prohibited
drug
(Methylamphetamine) and a breach
of bail (fail to appear soon after).
She was remanded to appear in
Merredin on the 21st April 2020.
Felicity McNally was convicted of
possessing a prohibited drug
(Cannabis) and possessing drug
paraphernalia in or on which there
was a prohibited drug or plant. She
was fined $700 and ordered to pay
costs of $225.90.

ordered to pay costs of $225.90.

Terrence Slater appeared on a charge
of stealing. The matter was
adjourned to appear in Rockingham
on the 1st May 2020.

Karl Mogridge appeared on charges
of aggravated robbery.
He was
remanded to appear in Perth on the
9th April 2020.

Nathan Tengvall appeared on
charges of having no authority to
drive (fines suspended), exceeding
the speed limit between 10 and 19k
m/h, failure to comply with
requirements made by a member of
the police force and 2 counts of
having no authority to drive (fines
suspended).
The matters were
adjourned to appear in Merredin on
the 5th May 2020.

Ethan Napier appeared on charges of
burglary and commit, stealing and
without lawful excuse trespassed on
a place. He was remanded to appear
in Merredin on the 3rd June 2020.

Tracy Warmdean was found guilty
of possessing a prohibited drug
(Cannabis) and received a suspended
fine of $300, suspended for 3
months.

Tanya Newman appeared on a
charge of having no authority to
drive—cancelled. The matter was
adjourned to appear in Merredin on
the 22nd July 2020.

Kaylee Websdale appeared on
charges of possessing a prohibited
drug (Cannabis), 2 counts of
cultivating a prohibited plant and
possessing drug paraphernalia in or
on which there was a prohibited drug
or plant.
The matters were
adjourned to appear in Merredin on
the 16th June 2020.

Dione Oliffe appeared on charges of
2 counts of having no authority to
drive – suspended (other than fines
suspension), 8 counts of stealing,
having no authority to drive—
suspended
(other
than
fines
suspension), without lawful excuse
trespassing on a place and possessing
drug paraphernalia in or on which
there was a prohibited drug or plant.
The matters were adjourned to
appear in Merredin on the 14th May
2020.
Nikayla-Joy Ovens appeared on a
charge of stealing as a servant. The
matter was adjourned to appear in
Merredin on the 5th May 2020.
Scott Paton was convicted of failing
to comply with firearm or
ammunition storage requirements.
She was fined $500 and ordered to
pay costs of $225.90.
Patrick Picket appeared on charges
of without lawful excuse trespassed
on a place, common assault in
circumstances of aggravation or
racial aggravation, unlawfully assault
and thereby did bodily harm with
circumstances of aggravation, being
armed or pretending to be armed in a
way that may cause fear, breach of
bail undertaking and burglary and
commit offence in dwelling. He was
remanded to appear in Merredin on
the 3rd June 2020.
Troy Ryder was convicted of being
armed or pretending to be armed in a
way that may cause fear, assaulting a
public officer and obstructing public
officers. He received an 8 month
community based order.
Brodie Scorer was convicted of
possessing drug paraphernalia in or
on which there was a prohibited drug
or plant. He was fined $200 and

Northam Court
Christopher Milosz appeared on
charges of stealing and possession
of stolen or unlawfully obtained
property.
He was remanded to
appear in Perth on the 5th May 2020.
14th April 2020
Perth Court
Corey Holdem appeared on a charge
of possession of stolen or unlawfully
obtained property. He was remanded
to appear in Perth on the 7th May
2020.
15th April 2020
Northam Court
Luke Brown appeared on a charge of
assault occasioning bodily harm.
The matter was adjourned to
Merredin on the 6th May 2020.
16th April 2020
Kalgoorlie Court
Amanda Todorovic appeared on a
charge of stealing a motor vehicle (as
defined in section 371A Criminal
Code). She was remanded to appear
in Kalgoorlie on the 7th May 2020.
20th April 2020
Kalgoorlie Court
Michelle Sainsbury failed to comply
with requirements made by a
member of the police force. The
matter was adjourned to appear in
Kalgoorlie on the 4th May 2020.
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My Thoughts

Police Report
By OIC Senior Sergeant MARK
TOBIASSEN
Hello Readers,
I don’t have a lot to report this
week. But there have been some
changes to our staff in recent weeks.
We have a new sergeant and his
wife in town now, they are really
excited to be here, so if you see
Sergeant Chris Thompson around
make sure you stop and say hello.
I mentioned recently that there have
been some agricultural theft
offences in the Wheatbelt in the last
couple of months, so farmers, please
secure your property and keep an
eye out for each other. Make sure
you report all suspicious behaviour
at the time, reporting it a week later
doesn’t help a lot.

I hope you are all coping okay
being at home. While I’m talking
about that, ANZAC day is fast
approaching, please don’t turn up to
the dawn service, we will have
police in attendance and you may
face a hefty fine if you do. The
service is being live streamed, so
please stay at home and watch it.
You could stand in your driveway
and watch on your phone if you
want to be more involved.
Please stay safe, remember social
distancing and gathering rules. We
have issued 1 x $1000 infringement
this week and have issued a number
of cautions to people for illegal
gatherings, at some point the
cautions will end and infringements
will be issued, so just stay safe and
stay home.

Christine Carew-Hopkins and Lillian Armstrong watching the livestreamed
Cummins Theatre Morning Melodies through the window at the Merredin CRC

Library Musings
By
WENDY
PORTER—
Merredin Library
Whilst spending much of your days
at home at this time, why not try
improving
your
skills
and
knowledge. All Merredin Library
members have free access to over
10,000 computer tutorials through
our subscription to the Computer
School, as well as accessing
OverDrive, Bolinda Borrowbox,
Kanopy, Ziptales, or RBdigital
magazines.
You can brush up on how to use
social media sites like Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram and more.
Perhaps you would like to use Excel
or Word more efficiently so you can
wow your boss with graphs, tables
and more. There is a beginner’s
tutorial for how to use the internet
and how to stay safe doing so.
Learn how to use programs like
Photoshop or how to use a GoPro
camera. Perhaps you would like to
learn programming with Raspberry
Pi or Scratch to create your own
games or use Canva or Sketchbook
for design. If you are a Merredin
Library member send an email to
library@merredin.wa.gov.au
for
details on accessing the site.
If you are not already a Library
member, sign up for an E-

Membership today and gain access
to e-books, audiobooks, online
tutorials, and educational tools for
kids!
Simply complete the
registration form on the Shire of
Merredin
website
https://
www.merredin.wa.gov.au/sign-upto-library-e-membership.aspx.
Within 24-48 hours you will receive
a Library Barcode and information
about how to access the resources.
Once the Merredin Library is open
again you will be able to fill in a full
membership to be able to borrow
items from the library. Your emembership will continue even if
you don’t.
Remember the Merredin Shire and
the Merredin CRC are working
together to assist those in need. The
Shire of Merredin is maintaining a
database of community members
that may need help during this time
and the Merredin CRC are sourcing
and coordinating the volunteers to
ensure that the people in need are
getting the right assistance. If you
or your neighbour will require extra
help during this time, call Wendy at
the Library on 9041 1222 and she
will add them to the database.
Stay tuned to the Shire Facebook
page for activities that you can
participate in from home.
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A Trip to the Shops
I knew I had to break my SARS-CoV
-2 isolation today.
An Easter
toothache meant the dentist was an
inexorable appointment. I was very
grateful that Sarah down at AIM
Dental was able to fit me in so
quickly.
It was a nice sunny
morning. I got the Kawasaki sidecar
out and eagerly jumped into riding
gear. My regular side ballast was at
work in Kunno so I put about 50kg
of steel weights behind the seat. This
will help keep the wheel on the road
through the corners, making the ride
a bit more fun. I had stuff to pick up
from the post office and groceries to
carry home. Plenty of room for any
amount of shopping in the chair.
I thumbed the engine into life and
she settled down to a deep throb.
Out onto the bitumen and I can give
it a handful. The 2055cc donk, the
largest V-twin engine ever put in a
production motorcycle, responds
accordingly, propelling us through
the reserve in a very satisfactory
way. We reached the Baandee North
Road roadworks, which after two and
a half years has finally been crowned
with glorious 8m wide tarmac. I note
the compulsory speed sign of 40km/
h. This seems a bit low considering
the rather enhanced conditions now
established. But let the record show,
I did restrict my velocity to the
posted 40km/h for the entire 15km.
Once on the open road we chug
along lazily, the engine pulsating like
a large military helicopter. Life is
good, say my thoughts.
Arriving at the dentist I am
cheerfully ushered to the comfy chair
next to the spit bowl with the intrepid
Kate and her friendly assistant. She
asks “What have you been up to this
morning?”. Normally this would be a
harmless enough question but
nothing is normal anymore. I find I
have become quite nervous. I recall
how this SARS-CoV-2 pandemic is
spread by people breathing on each
other, and here are angels at the very
frontline, prepared to delve into the
very orifice from which the virus is
expelled. I am a little overawed by
their professionalism. The verdict for
my dodgy molar is still not
conclusive. I head for the post
office. The floor is marked with
‘social distancing’ measurements and
marshalling. This sets the tone for the
rest of the town, where most stores
have been similarly floor marked.
Perspex
screens
are
now
commonplace. I wondered whether
these are now permanent. I am
restricted to one carton of milk at the
supermarket. No such restriction

Peter
Barrett
applies to the alcohol next door, so I
load up with a moderate supply,
acutely aware that beer is not the
approved substitute for dairy
products. I was still nervous as an
electric chair tester. Images of New
York and Italy flashed by. Hospitals
overwhelmed. Sea containers used as
morgues. I remembered the WA
Department of Health website map
that showed the nearest infection in
Goomalling or Southern Cross. I
pondered the brittleness of our way
of life which has stood the test of
time for no more than a hundred
years. The horror of 1918, which
killed at least five times more people
in nine months than the entire first
world war killed in five years, begins
to gnaw at my consciousness. It
seems a reminder. Don’t get too
cocky humans. Nature’s stewpot still
spews out novelty nemesis pathology
at random.
Motorcycle engines are not prone to
viruses. They do however require the
correct nutrition. I head to Ando’s.
A nice drink of 98 octane and we
lope back home, slowly allowing the
rhythm of the two big thudding pots
to carry me back.
Back to quarantine and safety. It
would be nice to think a disaster like
this only comes around every
hundred years or so. Unfortunately
this seems more and more optimistic
given that humans are almost as
gregarious as ants, perfectly happy to
pack themselves into an aluminium
tube, cheek-by jowl with complete
strangers and be launched around the
world amongst all kinds of exotic
organisms.
By all accounts, the devastating
pandemic of 1918-1919 was all but
forgotten by 1920, and everybody
carried on as if nothing had
happened.
Everybody that is except the
widows, the orphans, the bereft.
They that mourn. Never forget.

Send your LETTER TO THE EDITOR
to administration@merredincrc.com

6

THE PHOENIX Friday, April 24th, 2020

Coronavirus Care – caring for others in our community
The coronavirus is a major global public health challenge that is having a significant impact on the daily lives of many in
our community.
All levels of government are taking strong and carefully considered steps to reduce the spread of coronavirus and to
protect all Australians, particularly the elderly and the vulnerable.
While the government focuses on the social and economic challenges the global pandemic is causing, it is important we
step up as a community and help those around us who may need support over the coming weeks and months.
Although social distancing and self-isolation are important tools in the fight against coronavirus, they can pose challenges
for those in our community without a support network.
Together with my staff in my three Durack regional offices, we are working hard to find answers to your questions and offer
reassurance to you all in Durack during this challenging time. You are most welcome to call my Geraldton office on
9964 2195 if you require any assistance or get in touch with me via email at melissa.price.mp@aph.gov.au. I know there is
a lot of wonderful community care being undertaken in Durack and I thank you for all your efforts and kindness. If you
would like to help out in your community and would like to know more about what is happening in your town or region,
please call my office and we will gather the information for you.

I will continue to share the latest coronavirus information on my Facebook page ‘Melissa Price MP’ and through email
updates. If you would like to receive those email updates and you are not a subscriber, please email or call my office and
they will put you on the list. I would also encourage you to keep in touch by regularly monitoring the advice from the
Federal Government at www.australia.gov.au.
By working together we will get through this difficult time.
Please take extra care of yourself.
Kind regards,

Melissa Price
Federal Member for Durack
Minister for Defence Industry
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ANZAC Displays
By KERRY KRETSCHMER

Westpac Bank, Merredin, currently
have an ANZAC display at their
branch. The items on display include
a jacket which was worn by A J
Willcox who served in Vietnam 1969
-1971, a shirt was worn by Jack
Willcox who was in the Merchant

Navy 1942-1944 (Aust Merchant
Seaman), a blue cap worn in East
Timor and World War II medals
awarded to Douglas Alexander
Kretschmer who served 1 May 1944
- June 1946.
Lest we forget.

By MARTIN MORRIS
I am extremely proud of my family’s
involvement and contributions in
Australia’s War history, commencing
with my Mum’s father, John William
Hanson who enlisted, number 417, in
1914 in the 10th Australian Light
Horse Regiment AIF. The Regiment
was the only AIF light horse
regiment recruited in Western
Australia during the First World
War.
His sons, my uncles, John Trelise
Hanson and Lesley Milton Hanson
were both Commandos in the Second
World War John (Jack) in the 2nd/2nd
Independent Company (Commandos)
serving in Timor and then in 2nd/12th
serving in Borneo. Lesley (Les) in
2nd/9th
Independent
Company
(Commandos) serving in New
Guinea.
On my Dad’s side, his father William
Palmer Morris served in WWI and
WWII, Dad’s two older brothers,
Paul fought in the Battle of Morotai
and Bill enlisted in the regular army
and served in the Korean War and
twice in Vietnam as a Medic. My
Dad was in RAAF 25 Squadron in
WWII.
Having travelled to Timor twice over
the last two years and seen the harsh
terrain and conditions the 2nd/2nd
Commandos would have endured in
1942 defending Australia from the

Japanese,
was
overwhelming.
During this time many young
Timorese
and
Portuguese
volunteered to serve alongside the
Australians, they were known as
Creados. They became the eyes and
ears of the soldiers, and by hauling
supplies and equipment as well they
made the 2/2 Company a vastly more
mobile and effective guerrilla force.
Some actually carried arms and took
part in engagements with the enemy.
My Uncle Jack’s Creado was Mau
Aso and I had the pleasure of
meeting Mau Aso’s daughter last
year when I visited her home town of
Turiscai, Timor Leste. The Timorese
deserve far greater recognition and
support by Australia.
War and military service have been
significant influences on our
Australian society and national
identity, including the Anzac spirit,
for which I am truly thankful.
Thank you to the CRC for letting me
share my family history.
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Keeping Sane in Isolation
With people in isolation, they are
doing heaps of crafty and interesting
things to keep them busy. Here is a
few.

Miguel, Erika and Emmet Bennett make
‘Shadowlands Cupcakes’ in dress up

Deb & Martin Morris having a drink with their neighbours

Olivia and Chesney Maloney created a
colourful Easter path. Olivia said ‘I loved
doing the Easter project with my Mum.
We got to paint and be creative’.
Chesney said ‘Olivia and I have been
doing so many things. She said to me
one day that she wanted to make at
least one person smile each day. During
this time she has made me so proud’

Joe & Sue Koeman sharing dinner with
their neighbours

Emmett and Miguel Bennett hunt
alligators in the back yard. If you
haven’t seen this app yet, google an
animal and find ‘view in 3D’ - lots of fun!

Steve Cepi sharing dinner with his
neighbours

Les & Sue Clark sharing dinner with their
neighbours

Olivia and Chesney Maloney played dress
ups

Lexie Hughes doing her ‘homework book’
the CRC Activity book

Olivia and Chesney Maloney and friends
shared a drive by birthday for Matilda
Carr

Ayden Carrod’s Easter art

Keegan Flanagan enjoying a messy play
activity from the Amity Health Playgroup
home delivery bag. We stay sane by lots
of craft, outdoor play, backyard picnics,
walks and bike rides.

Sheron Robertson and Terri Clark are
staying busy running Merredin Church of
Christ's Kids Club online. Featuring
puppets and crafts. ‘It's keeping us
happily sane’

Easter craft by Noah Odgers and Sheridan Wild
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Toilet paper shortage flushes
out concerns
By CONSUMER PROTECTION
With supermarket shelves stripped
bare of toilet paper in recent weeks,
many households have been looking
to alternative ways to take care of
business in the bathroom.
Paper towels and wipes might be the
next logical step, while some
homeowners have gone further to
find a more permanent solution, with
sales of flexible douche spray hoses
that attach to toilets or bidets soaring
in the wake of toilet paper shortages.
But all of these options can lead to
various plumbing issues, prompting
our colleagues at Building and
Energy to issue a warning about the
dos and don’ts of these alternative
toileting practices.
The installation of hygiene spray
hoses for toilets or bidets should
never be a DIY job, as these devices
can cause health issues if installed
incorrectly.
They are classed as ‘high-hazard’
plumbing equipment due to the risk
of toilet water mixing with drinking
water if they are not installed
according to specific Australian
plumbing standards.
Cross-contamination
of
waste
products with drinking water can
cause serious illness or even death
from bacteria and other infections,

highlighting why people should not
attempt to install or repair toilet
spray hoses themselves.
Only a licensed plumber is legally
allowed to install this equipment,
which must have an appropriate
backflow prevention device to
eliminate the risk of contamination
of the drinking water supply.
Meanwhile, paper towels and wipes
might seem like an interchangeable
solution to toilet paper, however it’s
vital to remember these products are
made from different materials.
While toilet paper is designed to be
flushed, heavier paper or wipes can
cause expensive and inconvenient
blockages at your home or gridlock
of the wider sewage system.
Since the start of this year, Water
Corporation reported its technicians
have cleared 1,965 blockages from
the wastewater system. To avoid a
costly call-out at your place, paper
towels or wipes should always be
placed in the bin and never down the
toilet.
If you do need a plumber, it’s
important to ensure they are licensed.
The full register of licensed
plumbers in WA is available at the
Building and Energy website:
www.commerce.wa.gov.au/buildingand-energy/plumbers-licensingsearch
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BEAUTICIAN

CABINET MAKERS

CARPENTER

CARPENTER

CARPET CLEANING

CLEANER

now does steam carpet
cleaning/shampooing and
upholstery cleaning

for all domestic and
commercial cleaning in
the Wheatbelt

Call Graeme on
0458 391 232

Call Graeme on
0458 391 232

HANDYMAN

LAWYER

EARTH MOVING

SARAH SOMERS

LAWYER
Family Law – Divorce – Separation - Property
Settlement – Defacto Relationships
Children’s Issues – Contact/Residence
Competitive hourly rates – Reduced fee for
Initial Consultation

Serving the Wheatbelt Community
85 Fitzgerald St, Northam
9622 9687 / 0427725501
sarahsomers@iinet.net.au
PEST CONTROL

PHOTOCOPIERS COMMERCIAL

PHOTOCOPIERS
COMMERCIAL
ROOF MAINTENANCE
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Astronomy

WTF 24th April to 7th May 2020
By PETER BARRETT

Greetings once again Wheatbelt
telescopic fun lovers! Having
enjoyed its total domination of the
western dusk sky for so long, Venus
begins it’s gradual descent, and thus
retrograde apparent motion, towards
the sun for an inferior conjunction in
late June. Despite becoming thinner
and more crescent, Venus retains its
stunning brightness as it goes.
Mercury on the other hand is passing
behind the sun for a superior
conjunction on the 4th. After that it
will become a dusk star again over
the next month or two. The big gas
giants Jupiter and Saturn are now
rising at 10pm-ish and Mars is still
coming up around midnight. As
Mercury moves away into superior
conjunction so Mars becomes the
second closest planet for a few
weeks. Interesting is the apparent
lack of motion of Saturn. This planet
appears to be entering a period of
slight retrograde apparent motion,

which is caused by our changing
relative
orbital
perspective.
Occasionally the faster orbit of the
earth in comparison to a slower outer
planet combined with their positions
relative to the sun causes those outer
planets to appear to move backward
from our point of view.
The outer planets Uranus, Neptune
and Pluto as well as the occasionally
visible asteroid Vesta are not
included in the tables because they
cannot be seen with the naked eye.
Uranus at magnitude 5.7 may be
spotted with binoculars. This planet
moved into Aries in January 2019
and will remain there until December
2032. Therefore it is currently in
conjunction with the sun and quite
off the viewing agenda. The next
best thing is the asteroid Vesta. This
little planetoid is currently in Taurus.
A pair of binoculars will locate it
between Venus and Aldebaran, the
bright red star to the northwest of

Orion. Neptune entered Aquarius in
2009 and is not expected to depart
until 2024 when it will cross the
celestial equator. At magnitude 8
you’re going to need a good
telescope. You will need to take
photographs on successive days and
identify the point that moves. Pluto
is in the midst of an 18 year stay in
Sagittarius. Spot this ex-planet and
you may be in line for an award.
You will need similar techniques to
finding Neptune but at magnitude 14
Pluto is much harder.
The northern sky after sunset is now
dominated by Leo with
its
characteristic four star bath tub
shape. Very bright red Arcturus,
Alpha Bootes begins to rule the north
after about midnight. Meanwhile
toward the south there is a party.
Centaurus, Crux, Carina, Vela and
the Milky way are all there, thick
with creamy layers of clusters and
nebulae. The constellation of Carina,

the keel of the Argonaut’s boat
stretches from Canopus to near the
southern cross, and includes part of
the “false cross”, which is the same
shape as the southern cross but
slightly larger and dimmer. Between
this false cross and the real southern
cross lie some of the universes finest
spectacles, including Eta Carinae, an
ongoing humungous stellar eruption
that can be clearly seen with
binoculars. This star brightened in
1843 to outshine nearby Canopus.
Since then it has twice exploded and
a telescope will show it is still in the
process, quite likely to become a
supernova at any time. The centre of
the galaxy, which lies in the
direction of Sagittarius and Scorpius
is now rising after ten pm, and by
midnight the entire sky above is
ablaze with galactic glory. A banana
lounge and a pair of binoculars, and
maybe a blanket, make for a
complete night’s entertainment.
Keep looking up.

Merredin Police are still busy
By
Sergeant
MICHAEL
PATERSON Merredin Police
Merredin Police in partnership with
our volunteer emergency service
partners have been busy dealing with
numerous traffic crashes on the Great
Eastern Highway in recent weeks.
The RAC Rescue Helicopter assisted
to transfer a traffic crash patient to
Perth from Kellerberrin recently .
Please Slow Down! Merredin Police
are detecting dangerous speeds on the
Great Eastern Highway every day.
We continue to seize cars, charge

The RAC Rescue Helicopter assisted to
transfer a patient from Kellerberrin to
Perth

drivers and attend traffic crashes all
too often.
During the COVID-19 crisis, please
consider our hospitals and emergency
service workers, by slowing down.

Merredin emergency services attending
yet another vehicle crash

Merredin Police clocked a motorbike
doing 180km/h

Merredin Police clocked the vehicle doing
160km/h on the Great Eastern Hwy
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Horoscopes
ARIES—March 21 to April 19
Right now it’s your job to work out how to adapt to
the changes affecting your assets and general
finances. This is a time to embrace experimental
ways of generating income and the crisis is a trigger
to make this happen. By exploring the new social
structures that are arising now, you will be well
placed to handle the change.
TAURUS—April 20 to May 20
A series of changes have begun within your lifestyle,
financial status and career. If you have been reading
the signs correctly over the last year or so, you will
have felt the need for some kind of liberating
change. Now is the time to carve out a future based
on the structural changes taking place. Expect things
to take longer than you think.
GEMINI—May 21 to June 20
You will soon feel a release of tension and anxiety
and the focus changes to opportunities for personal
development alone or with groups in a virtual space.
Initially you are profoundly aware of limitations to
communication because of the international
situation. You quickly see the potential for spiritual
development that isolation presents.
CANCER—June 21 to July 22
Your focus is on social upheavals that are taking
place in society, which are disrupting friendships and
communities.
At the same time you see an
opportunity to break free of normal restrictions
imposed by society. It is a good time to gain a wider
perspective and engage with different people. This
may even bring new sources of income.
LEO—July 23 to August 22
It is time to innovate even if it means overcoming
the objections of groups of people who prefer to do
things their own way. Everyone sees the need for
change, but there are differences of opinion about
how to go about it. New sources of revenue can be
found and this requires a break with the past. Your
job is to take a leadership position.
VIRGO—August 23 to September 22
There is a bit of a crisis atmosphere in your life at
the moment, especially related to survival anxiety
which is exacerbated by partners or family who also
feel considerable anxiety about the recent changes
which they have had no control over. The important
thing is not to argue about methods and principles.
You may be willing to take more risks, but don’t.
LIBRA—September 23rd October 22
You are currently in a good period for relationships,
especially to people in foreign environments and to
people in a creative team. There is also the promise
of romance. However, you need to factor in
unforeseen circumstances that can undermine
working arrangements and bring quite long delays.
If you miss the boat, it is because you need to go
back and complete an unfinished task.

SCORPIO—October 23 to November 21
Your focus is squarely on relationships and
unpredictable events which affect security. This is a
time of tectonic change at home and clearly there are
restrictions that affect communication and comfort.
People have the urge to break free and finding a way
to do this is a special challenge. You can do it!
SAGITTARIUS—Nov 22 to December 21
Weak links in your life need to be eliminated and
constant revisions need to be made. This means
being open to innovations at work. At the moment,
communication is blocked as people are unwilling to
listen to anyone working towards change. Things
have changed though, so its up to you to show that
the changes can work.
CAPRICORN—Dec 22 to January 19
You are feeling frustrated because of a failure in
communication with kids or colleagues which may
well be connected to how money is spent.
Everything is changing on the financial front so it is
important to be open to new methods which shake
up the way things are normally done. Everyone
agrees to change, but what change is for the good?
AQUARIUS—January 20 to February 18
There is a lot of activity on the domestic front and
initially there can be a failure of communication or
some disagreement. Your priority is yourself and
your mission in life. The family may have other
needs. Your challenge at the moment is to find
security even though the foundations under your feet
are moving.
PISCES—February 19 to March 20
Your life is rather unpredictable as ideas are aired
which seem rather extreme. Nevertheless there is a
certain attraction to extremist view points in this
extreme period. The important thing is not to
alienate others or to feel alienated yourself. Reform
and innovation is essential, but people need to agree.
Take your time, talk things through, make a choice.

CLASSIFIEDS
For Rent
3x1 House, single car por t, double lockup
garage, entertaining area, ducted A/C, gas oven,
electric HWS, quiet area $270 per week. 0427 350
235.

One persons trash is another
persons treasure.
Sell your unwanted goods
today.
Call 9041 1041 to advertise
in the Classies.

Science Section

Uranus and Neptune
Mysterious ice giants
By GRANT STAINER

We know a lot about many of the planets in our
solar system, although there is always plenty more
to learn. However, there are a couple of planets
where we know even less about, and these are the
ice giants Uranus and Neptune.
The vast bulk of what we know about these two
planets comes from just a single fly-by by the
Voyager 2 spacecraft over 30 years ago. It took a
number of photos and measurements as it whizzed
past before they again became distant points in the
night sky.
From this fly-by though, we learnt enough to
discover that these planets have unusual and
sometimes bizarre characteristics and behaviour.
Uranus and Neptune have crooked magnetic fields,
they are colder than they should be, and they spin
in odd ways.
When Voyager 2 went past Uranus, no heat signal
was detected at all. This does not match with
existing understanding of planet formation or of
current models of gas giants.
During planet formation, heat is generally locked
up in the planet core, which then leaks out over
billions of years, with variation depending on what
the planet is made of and how old it is. There are a
number of hypotheses as to the cause of this, but
there needs to be another visit to test them.

the plane of their orbit, much like spinning tops on
a table. Uranus does not follow this pattern. Uranus
spins on its side with its north pole facing the Sun.
Most of its moons orbit in the same direction as
Uranus spins, at a right angle to the plane of the
solar system.
Something drastic must have happened to Uranus
when it was young and still forming.
The main hypothesis for this is that there was a big
collision that knocked Uranus off kilter. However,
for this to happen to such as big planet as Uranus,
whatever hit Uranus must have been an object
several times larger than Earth. This does not
explain the orbits of Uranus’s moons though.
There are even questions about how Uranus and
Neptune could even exist. It is thought that they
both have solid cores, which would have taken
about a billion years to form. However, by the time
they had achieved this, there would not have been
enough gas left in the solar system’s protoplanetary
disc to build up their thick atmospheres.
So, there are many question still remaining about
other planets in our solar system, with the ice gas
giants having more questions than most. Hopefully
we find out the answers sometime.
For more information, check out the article “The
call of the ice giants” in New Scientist magazine,
18/7/2018, pages 40-43.

The magnetic fields are also lumpy, which is very
weird. Normally planets have a magnetic field with
an alignment that roughly matches their spinning
axis. Uranus’s magnetic field has lumps and
bumps, and has a magnetic axis that sits at about
45 degrees from the spin axis. Neptune is the same,
and for both planets, the centre of the magnetic
field does not sit in the middle of the planet.
One possible hypothesis for this is to do with the
core. Instead of a single spherical core like Earth,
the core could be made of highly variable layers of
electrically conducting ices in anisotropic
interacting shells.
Uranus is a particular oddball. Most planets rotate
on an axis that is approximately at right angles to

Neptune. Image courtesy of NASA

A Message from Advocare
Despite all of the changes as a result of COVID19, the team from Advocare are still available to
support you and your community.
All Advocare staff are now working from home,
however phones and emails are still working.
Advocare continue to provide free and
confidential advocacy services to clients across
WA over the phone on 9479 7566 or 1800 655
566 between the hours of 8:30am and 4:30pm
Monday to Friday, and by email at

rights@advocare.org.au.
The WA Elder Abuse Helpline 1300 724 679
will also remain operational between the hours of
8:30am and 4:30pm Monday to Friday.
Furthermore, the following link on the advocare
website provides up-to-date information on
Advocare's services, Federal and State
Government directives, as well as some useful
resources: https://www.advocare.org.au/covid19/
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Wheatbelt in a Snap

In this times of social distancing, if a face to face meeting is genuinely required, holding
it outside allows the proper 1.5 metres between people to be more easily observed.
Image courtesy of Grant Stainer

Risen Energy’s Merredin Solar WA Container Deposit Scheme
Farm is powering on

By RISEN ENERGY
Risen Energy’s 132 MWdc Merredin
Solar Farm has completed all precommissioning testing on major
plant and equipment and is now in
the
stages
of
starting
the
commissioning process.
Western Power and Merredin Solar
Farm are doing functionality checks
and getting ready for the first back
energisation to start the live
commissioning process.
After all functions are checked and
confirmed, Merredin Solar Farm will
start exporting into the grid in four
stages – Stage 1 will be at 20%
capacity, Stage 2 will be at 50%
capacity, Stage 3 will be at 80%
capacity and Stage 4 at 100%
capacity. This will happen over a pre
-determined time as controlled by the
Network Service Provider, Western
Power.

On site, staff and contractors are
undergoing
rectification
and
adjustment works according to
discoveries made during the QA
process. The operations building has
been installed on site and Risen are
demobilising
the
temporary
construction site
offices
and
amenities.
Re-planning the resources and tasks
to be completed on all work on site is
being conducted within the current
work guidelines to ensure a safe and
healthy work environment for all
involved.
Due to the COVID-19 situation,
Risen has adapted their operations
and business. They have taken extra
care to ensure a safe and healthy
work
environment
for
their
employees and external stakeholders.

The start date for the container
deposit scheme, Containers for
Change, has been deferred from 2
June 2020 as a result of the impacts of
COVID-19.
The Government undertake a review
in August 2020 to determine whether
the scheme should commence in
November 2020 or June 2021.
When the scheme commences,
Western Australians will be able to
take their empty beverage containers
to a refund point and receive 10 cents
for every eligible container returned.
The scheme aims to:



increase recovery and recycling
of empty beverage containers;



reduce the number of empty
beverage containers that are
disposed of as litter or to landfill;

ensure that first responsible
suppliers of beverage products take
product stewardship responsibility;



provide opportunities for social
enterprise and benefits for
community organisations;



create
opportunities
employment; and



for

complement existing collection
and recycling activities for
recyclable waste.
Containers for Change is run by WA
Return Recycle Renew – a not-forprofit company responsible for
establishing the collection network
and
managing
its
day-to-day
operation.
Visit the Containers for Change
website for refund point locations and
consumer information.

16

THE PHOENIX Friday, April 24th, 2020

The Community Cares—Bruce Rock
By MADDIE EARLE-SADLER

In the midst of a global pandemic, Bruce Rock has
suffered even more extensively. Mason’s
Supermarket was lost to an unexpected fire,
businesses are having to close due to Government
directives, employers are having to cut back hours
for employees and locals are left wondering if or
when COVID-19 will appear. This would be
enough to knock back a town which has recently
been thriving, but not Bruce Rock.
With the development of the Bruce Rock
Supermarket as a temporary solution by the Shire,
all previous employees of Mason’s Shopping

Centre have been re-employed to work from the
Shire Hall through a grocery order and collection
system. The Bruce Rock CRC driven Community
Cares Initiative, with its 45 volunteers, is working
alongside the supermarket to ensure those that are
unable to collect their groceries are stocked with
the essentials.
Here at the Bruce Rock CRC we have been very
busy developing new and exciting ways to engage
our community. In the midst of the COVID-19
pandemic we are unable to provide a school
holiday program, which would be much needed
during this devastating time. Instead craft packs
were constructed, to order, and delivered by our
staff and volunteers. We felt that it was imperative
to provide something to the children who would
usually be attending our school holiday program
to keep them engaged and entertained during this
strange time.
Heidi, Rochelle & Davina Guest constructing craft packs

We are extremely lucky to have a resident coffee
van within Bruce Rock, Lizzy’s Beans ‘n’ Bar.
Samantha Aurisch bought her coffee van into
town on Easter Saturday and provided a ‘drive
through’ service to those wanting coffee and
freshly baked goods. This was a great morale
booster and Sam was given great support for this
venture by a number of locals.

Samantha Aurisch in her coffee van ‘Lizzy’

Brunch Takeaway, Bruce Rock Meats, the Bruce
Rock Hotel and District Club continue to provide
takeaway meals and/or snack food for the
community. A special mention must be made to
Cathy Cumming and her staff from Brunch
Takeaway who were open every day over the
Easter weekend to continue providing locals with

a takeaway option, particularly her fish and chips
on Good Friday.
We are astounded by the Bruce Rock
community’s support and positive outlook at this
time. Everyone who is able and willing to help
has put their hand up to do so. Neighbours are
helping neighbours, old friends are reconnecting
and checking in on each other and families are
using technology to keep connected. I think we
can all take a leaf out of Bruce Rock’s book and
be a little bit nicer, kinder and aware during this
time.

