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Mt Marshall Show another huge hit
By SALLY PUTT
The Mt Marshall Show was the place
to be last Saturday, with approx. 800
people travelling from around the
Wheatbelt to enjoy a day of family
fun and entertainment at the
Bencubbin Recreation Grounds.
This year marked the 88th celebration
of the event and Mother Nature
played her part by putting on nothing
but clear blue skies and sunshine for
the occasion. Young ones were kept
busy with free amusements and rides,
while the Bencubbin Lions Club
Caterpillar run at full capacity every
loop it made. The Treasure Pit was
an absolute hit, with kids able to earn
their own spending money by
digging through the giant sand pit to
locate coins hidden within.
The Horses & Hounds event run by
the Bonnie Rock Pony Club had
many spectators throughout the day,
the impressive talents of both
animals and owners had us enthralled
and looking to head home to train up
our hounds for next year. It was also
fantastic to see the Motor Show
revived following a few years recess.
Car owners and clubs made the trip
from all over WA and the line-up of
entries gave our local enthusiasts
something to chat about all
afternoon.

As the day progressed, the Ice-cream
Van got extremely busy due to the
heat and the crowd numbers
increased which provided many
visitors for our market stall holders.
Excitement buzzed around the
outdoor bar for the Farmer & Wife
Challenge, which saw nine couples
brave enough to tackle a line-up of
challenges. Plenty of laughs were
had from watching them struggle
with their dry Weetbix for ‘breakfast’
to watching them ‘balance the
books’, which involved running a
distance with a book balanced on
their head. Congratulations to Sian
Pladdy & Kane Beagley who took
out first place.
As the sun started to set, Amber &
Sue Munns provided the perfect
backdrop of acoustic tunes to relax
the crowd following a busy day.

Sally & Michael Putt, third place winners
of the Farmer & Wife Challenge. Image
courtesy of Loren Northover

A great afternoon. Image courtesy of Loren Northover

Food vendors were kept busy with
dinner orders while everyone laid
back and enjoyed the company of
family and friends. Pirate Michael
took this time to pass on his circus
wisdom to young ones, teaching them
many tips and tricks before lighting
up the night skies with his Fire Show.
This was the perfect lead in to the
Fire Works Show, which was another
spectacular affair.
The Mt Marshall & Districts
Agricultural Society really thought of
something for everyone this year, this
was certainly evident and appreciated
by all attendees who are now looking
forward to what 2020 has to bring.

The Motor Show was back this year at
the Show. Image courtesy of Loren
Northover
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday 14th April

Every Saturday & Sunday

Narembeen Team Building Camp out—3pm at the
Ski Lake, call 9064 7055 to book

Tammin Markets—Puma Roadhouse, Tammin,
9am—1pm—Call Graeme Button 9637 1098.
Saturday 30th March
MERREDIN SHOW—Merredin Rec Grounds
Friday 5th April
The Divine Miss Bette—Cummins Theatre, book
www.cumminstheatre.com.au

Easter in the Park—Apex Park, Merredin, 9.30—
11.30. Free event, all welcome.
Saturday 6th April
Tammin Fuse Festival—11am—4pm Donnan Park,
Tammin Town Oval

REGULAR EVENTS
0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for 0—4
year olds. Contact Emma Fitzsimons on 9041 0962
or efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au
A Choired Taste – A community singing group. All
levels. Monday evening at 47 Coronation Street 7.00
pm to 9.00 pm. Further information Langley Smith
0409 106 649.
All Saints Anglican Church—Cnr Haig Rd and South
Ave. 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 10am, 2nd & 4th
Sundays 11.30am. Rev’d Brett Guthrie 0427 605
331.

Church. PO Box 463, Merredin, Malcolm Clark 9041
5215.

or just come for a chat. Friday mornings 10am
Carpet Bowls new and old players welcome.

Merredin Community Resource Centre—meetings
held third Wednesday of the month 5.30pm at the
CRC. All Welcome.

Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday
morning 10.00—11.30am at the Senior’s Centre.
Free. All welcome.

Merredin Fine Arts Society—Meet each Thursday
from 9am to 1pm at their Gallery in Mary Street
(behind the CRC).
New members welcome.
Enquiries to Margaret 0429623081.

Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00pm at
the Senior’s Centre. Afternoon tea to follow. Free.

Merredin Museum & Historical Society—Meetings
first Wednesday of the month 5.00pm at Railway
Museum. All Welcome.
Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30. Call Steve for
more info on 0428 412 213.
Merredin United in Prayer—28th March.

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 9.30pm
at the Masonic Lodge in Coronation St. First night is
free. Beginners to advanced. Call Anjoeen on 9041
3005 or see Sue at the Chemist or Lyn at the Post
Office.

People’s Baptist Church—Kellerberrin,
Sunday Worship, Ph 0435 284 796.

Thursday 11th April

Church of Christ—Throssell Road, 10am Sunday
Worship
and
Sunday
School
Ph
0408 484 711.

Toddler Actions, Parents Reactions—9am—11am.
Bruce Rock CRC, call 9061 1687 to book.

Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on 0411
984 123 for more info.

Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 12
noon, Shed Restaurant unless otherwise advised,
contact Julie Townrow 0429 411 377 or email
julietownrow@westnet.com.au

Saturday 13th April

Merredin Camera Club—Email Daina for more info
at dainasutherland@bigpond.com.

Revolution Youth—Church of Christ, Throssell Road,
Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms), Emma Aitken
0487 351 167.

Merredin Churches Fraternal—Meet on the fourth
Wednesday of the Month at 10am at the Uniting

Senior’s Centre—Craft group Wednesday mornings
9.30—11.30, bring your own crafts, learn a new craft

Sunday 7th April
Nungarin Markets
Wednesday 10th April
Brains Drives Behaviour, Adolescences—6pm—
8pm. Bruce Rock CRC, call 9061 1687 to book.

Merredin Youth Fest—Merredin Rec Centre Oval,
11am—3pm, ages 11—17. Free event.

Produced fortnightly

Upcoming Editions
12th April & 26th April
10th May & 24th May
Available as an online subscription,
www.merredincrc.com
Currently distributing @ 600 copies to
Bencubbin, Bruce Rock, Cadoux, Corrigin,
Doodlakine, Kellerberrin, Merredin,
Mukinbudin, Narembeen, Nungarin,
Southern Cross, Tammin, Trayning &
Westonia.

Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 during
the school term at Throssell Road, opposite the
pool. Contact Carissa Amm on 0433 340 441.

St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kellerberrin—8:00am
every Sunday. Father Andrew Bowron Ph 9041 1118.
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Merredin—South
Avenue, Sundays 10.30am. Saturday evenings
6.30pm.
Father
Andrew
Bowron,
Ph
9041 1118.
Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the
Merredin Library, for children up to 5 years old.
Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their stories or
just listen. Mondays 10.00am—11.30am, starting
with morning tea. Senior’s Centre. $1.
Tribal Bellydance—Join the Junk Room Gypsies,
classes Mondays 5.30, 110 Barrack Street. For all
ages, shapes and physical ability. Call Kirsty on 0400
206 616.
Uniting Church—Fifth Street, 9am Sunday Service,
Ph 0457 329 850.
Westonia Croquet Club—call John Corsini on 0429
467 170 or Keith Downsborough on 0482 445 046.

SPIKE SAYS

THE PHOENIX
Merredin Community Resource Centre
110 Barrack Street, Merredin
Ph: 9041 1041 Fax: 9041 1042
Deadlines
(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE)
Articles: 5pm Wednesday
Adverts: Booking 5pm Thursday
Copy finalised 11am Friday
Classifieds: 10am Monday
Contacts:
Content/production—Kirsty Rochford
9041 1041
administration@merredincrc.com
Content—Debbie Morris 9041 1041
merredin@crc.net.au
Advertising—Shara Williams
marketing@merredincrc.com

10am

Seventh-day Adventist Church—Kitchener Road,
11am Saturday Family Worship, 9.30am Saturday
Bible Study.
Ph 0457 423 060 or
9045 3056.

What are your thoughts about people smoking in the car,
while kids are there?
Anjoeen Wells—Thumbs up
to the Shire of Merredin who
listened to my previous
thumbs down and repainted
the parking lines in town.
Langley Smith— Thumbs up
to whoever is now doing the
grounds at the Merredin
Recreation Complex, and I am
not talking about the last 2
weeks in prep for the
Merredin Community Show.
In recent months the area has
been made to shine, the
grounds, the oval, paths and
car parks. Congratulations and
Thank you!
Tash Caplan—Thumbs
down to the many cars and
trucks who don’t stop at the
Stop sign opposite Donovan
Ford. An accident waiting
to happen unfortunately.

Koh Last—Thumbs up to see
a bit of rain about.

Phil Moxham
– Totally
against it.
Why inflict a
filthy habit on
to a child, that
has no say in
the offensive
act.

Tyren Stones –
Totally against
it, second hand
smoke is a
problem and
shouldn’t be
done in a car
let alone with
small children
in the car.

Alex Shepherd – There are multiple factors wrong with
smoking in cars with children. Not only does it
negatively impact their health, but it significantly
influences their views and beliefs towards smoking. It
sets an unhealthy example for them to follow. Every
human being has the right to a healthy way of living
and smoking in a car removes this right for them.
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Risen Energy commemorates the start of construction of the
Merredin Solar Farm
By BRIGITTE CLANEY
To commemorate the start of
construction of the 132 MWdc
Merredin Solar Farm, Risen Energy
(Australia) conducted a Ground
Breaking
Ceremony
with
Honourable Mia Davies, MLA,
Member for Central Wheatbelt,
Ken Hooper, President, Shire of
Merredin and Eric Lee, General
Manager Risen Energy (Australia)
on Friday March 15.
This ceremony reinforces the
importance
of
the
working
relationship between the State,
Council
and
Risen
Energy
(Australia) in developing such a
significant project within the region.
Risen
Energy (Australia)
is
developing the Merredin Solar
Farm, the largest solar farm
committed to construction in
Western Australia. Once completed
the solar farm will have an expected
output of 281GWh of electricity
annually, generating enough green
energy to power approximately
42,000 Western Australian homes.
The Merredin Solar Farm is located
on 460ha of former farming and
grazing country adjacent to the
Western Power Merredin Terminal
and will connect to the Merredin
Terminal at 220kV.
A diesel power station is also
located adjacent to the Terminal on
Robartson Road.

Initially construction will involve
bulk earthworks to prepare the site
for installation of the solar panels
and substation equipment.
Full construction of the solar
installation starts soon and will
continue through to mid-late 2019.
Merredin
Solar
Farm
will
commission and commence power
sales in Q4 2019.

As owners of the Merredin Solar
Farm project, Risen Energy
(Australia) will progress the project

from detailed engineering design,
through construction, commissioning
and ultimately the operation of the
solar farm. They will supply the
latest PV panel technology to allow
it to supply power to the grid.
Ultimately, integrated battery storage
will be incorporated in the solar farm
to provide continuous power during
periods of peak demand.
The Merredin Solar Farm will
endeavour to use as many local
resources as is possible including
labour, equipment, contractors and
accommodation. It is anticipated that
around 200 jobs will be created
during the construction phase of the
plant which will have approximately
360,000 solar panels installed at the
site.
Once operational, the solar farm will
require 3-5 full time workers to
maintain the installation.
When completed the Merredin Solar
Farm will supply power to homes,
businesses and industries in the
wheatbelt region and the South West.
The completed facility has a
projected life of 30 years. At the end
of the facility’s useful operating life,
all physical infrastructure will be
removed, and the land returned to its
former agricultural use.

closely with the State Government’s
corporate entity, Western Power to
determine the most appropriate
connection to the local electricity
grid. This connection will be into
the existing high voltage Merredin
Terminal
Substation,
which
ultimately feeds into the Western
Australian transmission network.
Western
Power
is
currently
expanding its facility at the Merredin
Terminal to enable the solar farm to
connect.
Merredin council’s support of
renewables has created a renewable
energy hotspot for this Wheatbelt
town.

Risen Energy (Australia) is one of
the largest and most reliable
suppliers of solar panels within
Australia.
“Merredin Solar Farm is our second
acquisition of a utility-scale solar
farm which we will progress from
detailed engineering design, through
construction, commissioning and
ultimately the operation. Our first
acquisition was for the 100 megawatt
(AC) Yarranlea Solar Farm in South
West Queensland where construction
is underway.” said John Zhong,
Project Development & Investment

Eric Lee, Hon Mia Davies & Cr Ken
Hooper

Director, Risen Energy (Australia).
“Risen Energy (Australia)’s long
term goal is the establishment of
2GW of solar farms over the next
few years.
This reinforces our
intention of becoming a key player in
the national solar industry.” said
Zhong.

The Merredin Solar Farm has
worked
closely
with
local
government to deliver the approvals
for the Merredin Solar Farm project.
This has included focusing on
planning consents at a local, regional
and state level. The development
approvals
established
certain
conditions on the solar farm’s
construction. These include sourcing
permits for elements of the
installation, the upgrading of
identified roads potentially impacted
by the development and compliance
with environmental requirements.
Merredin Solar Farm will continue to
liaise with the Merredin Shire and
government agencies to ensure these
requirements are satisfied.
Merredin Solar Farm has worked

Eric Lee, General Manager Risen Energy (Australia)

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE MERREDIN SHOW
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Library Musings
By WENDY PORTER Merredin
Librarian
Do you spend most of your day
working at a computer? Or maybe
spend hours a day at home watching
movies or playing games on your
computer? Have you noticed that
you often have pains in your hands,
wrist, neck, shoulder and lower
back? This is often due to the ever
increasing hours sitting slumped
over in a chair. ‘Yoga for computer
users’ by Sandy Blaine offers a
program of preventative self-care.
Save yourself from having to go to
physiotherapy and try some of the
poses, exercises, breathing and
relaxation techniques that are
designed to increase circulation,
range of motion and improve
posture.
Do you often tell yourself that you
are going to start going to a gym, or
maybe start walking or some other
wonderful way of keeping fit? And
how often have you found excuses
for not doing it? Maybe it’s too hot,
or too cold outside – and the gym is
too expensive? Try ‘TaiChi in a
chair: Easy 15 minute routines for

beginners’ by Cynthia Quarta. This
book allows you to get fit at your
desk, while watching TV or even
before you get out of bed, combining
the proven routines of tai chi in a
new format.
Maybe you are no longer able to do
as much as you used to. All doctors
tell you that you have to exercise to
maintain a healthy lifestyle into later
retirement. Many medical conditions
common to older adults prohibit
people from performing activities of
daily living. ‘Exercises for frail
elders’ by Elizabeth Best-Martini
and Kim A Jones-DiGenova contains
proven strategies for working with
frail elders and adults with special
needs. The book includes exercise
programs for improving range of
motion, strength and aerobic
endurance, and a broader focus on
balance.
Remember, library staff are always
happy to help. Come in and let us
know what you are after. Ask staff
about how you can access free
eResources from home. Never be
without a book again – even when
the library is closed.

Police Report
By OIC Senior Sergeant MARK
TOBIASSEN, Merredin Police
More good news this fortnight, I can
report a 52% reduction in reported
crime this financial year, so unless
people have stopped reporting crime,
things are looking good. While I
appreciate there are always real
numbers behind percentages so to
put it into perspective a 52%
reduction in crime equates to 213
less victims of crime. As reported
last fortnight, my real fear at the
moment is focussed on the potential
for road trauma. In most cases this
will have a more lasting impact on
people than minor volume crime and
yet people seem to be more
concerned about crime. Perhaps
that’s because we often have an “It
won’t happen to me” attitude
towards death and destruction on our
roads.
We issued 43 speeding infringements
last week.
Many of those
infringements were issued for speeds
I would consider excessively high.
One driver got angry at my staff
because she received an infringement
for doing 146 in a 110 zone and

ranted about another driver who was
doing over 120 km per hour so she
had to do 146 to overtake her.
Here’s a solution, do the speed limit!
Lots of people confessed to setting
their cruise control to speeds higher
than the posted speed limit and then
got upset when they received a ticket
for speeding. Most of those were
actually travelling at speeds higher
than they thought they’d set their
cruise control to.
It’s not speed that kills, it’s the
sudden stop. Incidents involving
road trauma often end in death,
death of yourself your passenger or
someone else in another vehicle.
Unless you’ve had to deal with death
personally, or had to tell someone
their loved one has died, I guess it’s
easy to understand the “It won’t
happen to me” attitude. But it
happens to people all the time, there
have been 36 fatalities on WA roads
so far in 2019. So please slow down.
Rant over!
Until next time, be safe and if you
have any information about crime or
drugs call us direct on 9041 1322 or
Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

Letter to the Editor
I recently read the following words
from a Judge who regularly delays
with youth. I am passing this on to
parents and grandparents to share this
with teenagers as they don’t tend to
read the paper. The article read as
thus: Always we hear the cry from
teenagers, ‘what can we do, where
can we go, there’s nothing to do, I’m
bored”.
The Judges answer was this: “Go
home, mow the lawn, and wash the

windows. Learn to cook, build
something, get a part time job, visit
the sick, study your lessons and after
you have finished, read a book.
YOUR town does not owe you
anything, and your parents do not
owe you fun.”
“The world does not owe you a
living, YOU owe the world
something. You owe it your time,
energy and talent so that no one will
be at war, in sickness and lonely
again.”
“In other words grow up, stop being a
cry baby, get out of your dream
world and develop a backbone not a
wish bone. Start behaving like a
responsible person. YOU are
important and you are needed. It’s
too late to sit around and wait for
somebody to do something someday.
Someday is now and somebody is
you.”
I sincerely hope parents and
grandparents take this on-board and
share.
Langley Smith
Merredin
The ‘Letter to the Editor’ section of the
Phoenix is a place for the community to
express their views and opinions on issues
that directly or indirectly affect any part of
it. We typically print every letter sent to
us. However, the Editor would like to
remind the community that the ‘Letters to
the Editor’ section is not a vehicle for
people to air personal gripes against
another person/persons. The Phoenix
reserves the right to refuse any
contribution on the basis of ethics, which
includes, but is not limited to, personal
vendettas or attacks. Please be aware that
we do not ‘fact check’ ‘Letters to the
Editor’ and therefore cannot guarantee
the contents authenticity.
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My Thoughts
Migrants
In the lead up to ANZAC day I
thought I would talk about migration
as it seems to be an issue with present
day Government. Between 1945 and
1965 more than two million migrants
came to Australia. Most were
assisted:
the
Commonwealth
Government paid most of their fare to
get to Australia. In return they had to
stay in Australia for at least two years
and work in whatever jobs the
Government gave them. The catch
cry from the then Prime Minister
Arthur Caldwell, was “populate or
perish.” Because of the Second
World War, Governments were
worried that Australia did not have
enough population to build up its
armies hence the at catch cry.

After World War II ended in May
1945 Europe was in chaos. Germany
was crushed and the map of Europe
was being carved up by the United
States and the Soviet Union. Western
Europe was supported by the United
States while Eastern Europe was
invaded by the Soviet Union.
Migrants began streaming out of
Eastern Europe to places like
Australia and the United States to get
away from the oppression in their
homelands by the Soviet Union.
Austrian, Belgian, Dutch, English,
Estonian, French, Greek, Hungarian,
Lithuania,
Norwegian,
Polish,
Scottish,
Serbian,
Slovenian,
Spanish, Swiss, Yugoslavian among
these German immigrants were
welcomed to our shores and in the 10
years between July 1949 - June 1959
162,756 or 13% came to Australia
even some to Merredin.
Karl and Margret Krone were two of
those who arrived in Australia from
Germany seeking a better life and
chose Merredin. They were among
many who chose to make a new start
in Australia after the ravages of
World War II.

A number of migrants spent their first
months in Australia living in migrant
hostels while they tried to find
themselves a home. Skilled migrants
found it hard to find work to suit their
training and qualifications and
therefore had to accept what work
was
available.
All
migrants,
especially those who did not speak
English well, had to put up with
prejudice.
We're highly dependent on people in
our own groups. In fact, one could
argue that our highly ultra-social,
interdependent form of group living
may be the most important human
adaptation. People tend to be invested
in members of their groups, to have
ongoing histories of fair exchanges
and reciprocal relations, to treat one
another reasonably well, to create and
follow a set of agreed-upon norms,
and thereby build up trust. Outsiders
aren't going to have that same builtup investment in us or our group.
Because of this, we tend to believe
that people who are foreign to us are
more likely to pose certain kinds of
threats: We believe they may be more
interested in taking our resources,
more likely to cheat us in exchanges,
to violate our norms and values, to
take more than their fair share, and
the like. These perceptions of threats
are linked to negative emotions such
as anger and moral disgust that
contribute
to
anti-immigrant
prejudices. Prejudice against new
immigrant groups is a natural aspect
of our psychology. What's natural,
however, isn't always good, and we
can try to reduce inclinations to those
prejudices
we
find
morally
problematic. Throughout history,
immigrant groups that were once
stigmatized very often end up
accepted into society, because people
come to understand that they aren't
actually posing the threats they were
once thought to pose. It helps when
immigrant groups begin to adopt the
norms and practices of their new
homes, and the reduction of threat

perceptions is furthered as people
begin to form friendships across
group lines.
Friendship
entails
interacting
interdependently with another—
sharing, taking turns, self-disclosing,
and the like—and such actions reveal
that many of the threats initially
expected to exist may not be there
after all. With friendship also comes
a sense of "we," a sense that the
person is like me and that we share
something important and can trust
them. Having a close friend that's a
member of another group then
provides a model that the group may
not actually be as threatening as
initially believed. As members of
groups come to interact with one
another more, the likelihood that
they'll form friendships increases and
this will accelerate the reduction of
prejudices.

Langley
Smith
I'm not very confident that we'll ever
be able to eliminate the kinds of rare
acts of violence we see such as in
New Zealand recently. I am,
however, somewhat more optimistic
that we'll be able to develop the
behavioural
and
political
"technologies" to reduce, or at least
to manage, the more typical
intergroup
prejudices
that
characterize all of our everyday lives.

Court Report
19th March 2019
David Dhu was convicted of having
no authority to drive (fines
suspended), was fined $500 and
ordered to pay costs of $205.30.
Joann Kingi was convicted of using
an unlicensed vehicle on a road, was
fined $500, ordered to pay costs of
$205.30 and to pay a half annual
licence fee of $29.55.
Chang Liu was convicted of
reckless driving exceeding the speed
limit by 45 km/h or more on a
length of road, was fined $800,
ordered to pay costs of $205.30 and
had his licence suspended for 6
months.
Michael Morris was convicted of a
breach of police order. Was fined
$300 and ordered to pay costs of
$107.50.

Andrew Pohlner was convicted of
having no authority to drive (fines
suspended), was fined $200 and
ordered to pay costs of $205.30.
Adam Rudd plead guilty to
exceeding 0.08g of alcohol per
100ml of blood, was fined $550,
ordered to pay costs of $205.30 and
had his licence suspended for 7
months.

Darren Smith was convicted of
possessing drug paraphernalia in
or on which there was a prohibited
drug or plant, was fined $200 and
ordered to pay costs of $205.30.
Jenna Thomson plead guilty to
having no authority to drive (fines
suspended), was fined $200 and
ordered to pay costs of $205.30.
Dennis Valenta was convicted of
driving with prescribed illicit drug
in oral fluid or blood, was fined
$200 and ordered to pay costs of
$205.30.
Curtis Were was convicted of
disorderly behaviour in public and
failing to leave a licensed premises
when required to do so by an
authorised person, was fined
$1200 and ordered to pay costs of
$205.30.
Lee West was convicted of having
no authority to drive (fines
suspended), was fined $200 and
ordered to pay costs of $205.30.
Michael Willis was convicted of
having no authority to drive (never
held), was fined $600, ordered to
pay costs of $205.30 and had his
licence suspended for 3 months.
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Rural Student Immersion Program 2019
By SAMANTHA AURISCH
For the second year running we were
fortunate enough to host 22 Medical
students in Bruce Rock from Notre
Dame, Curtin and UWA. This is part
of the Rural Immersion program
where students are introduced to
Country Life, some for the very first
time. It is hoped that through this
exposure that some students will
return to the rural areas one day.
The itinerary for the four days is
planned to give the Students a good
cross section of our communities and
the services we offer. A visit to our
Emergency Service Centre highlights
the great work that our volunteers do
and without their commitment these
services could not continue. This was
also highlighted in a real life scenario
where half the students got to witness
the RFDS landing and the volunteers
doing their job. They also had a farm
visit to learn about farming operations
and the large equipment used. The
DHS played host to a teddy bear
Hospital where the Med students
were required to patch up some very
loved bears. They also visited the
local hospital and talked about the
valuable ETS system and how
technology is playing a part in rural
hospitals.

On Thursday 14th the Health Centre
hosted a Health Fair in the car park
under the trees. The weather gods
looked after us and a steady stream of
visitors came and kept the Med

Multi-talented Med student
Students busy in the Health Check
tent. The School Student Councillors
were kept busy serving Fruit
Smoothies and Veggie burgers. One
of the Med Students “Dan” showed
his hidden talent as he morphed into a
juggling, balloon tying clown and the
students proved that skipping was
harder than it looked.
Regional Mens Health, Central
Agcare and the Independent Living
Van were some of the services
present on the day. The Lions
Hearing Clinic was booked out and a
good turnout for the Diabetes Foot
health workshop was pleasing.
It is hoped that if the program
continues we will expand on the
Health Fair to reach all types of
Demographic and provide a central
place for the public to access valuable
health information on their doorstep.
This was a FREE event and a
selection of healthy morsels for
morning tea and lunch were also
available free.

Med Students for 2019
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Two Dogs Annual Beyond Blue
By CHESNEY MALONEY
WOW what an amazing day, we
were very fortunate with the weather
not being scorching hot. Kids,
parents and even the dogs had a great
day.
Some of the activities were pot a
plant, face painting, colouring piggy
banks, count the blue hearts, raffle,
and adult and kids lucky dips. Crazy
Fun Amusement bought down the
bouncy castle, slushy machine, and
popcorn and like always these were a
hit with the kids. Sheree Lowe came
down for face painting and OMG she
was busy from start to finish.
We were so lucky to have volunteers
from the Merredin Fire Brigade,
Merredin SES, Merredin St John
Ambulance and our local Men’s
Shed. The kids were able to go
through the ambulance, talk to the
SES about what they do, the Fire
Brigade built a house with Rusty and
Sandy on the top for the kids to
squirt the hose at and pretend to put
out the fire. The Merredin Men’s
Shed bought their train along and the
kids absolutely loved it.
One of our local netball clubs “Jets”
ran the sausage sizzle and dog wash
for us. They had a very busy day
running out of food at 10.30am, and
then having to run down the street
twice to get more through out the
day. Well done!!!
Rusty and Sandy came down and
saw the kids. They had a ride in the
train, Rusty pushed Sandy around in
the garden trolley, Rusty had a wash
and Sandy was taught some good
manners by Lesley as he was being a
bit naughty. They had heaps of fun
walking around seeing all the kids.

We would like to thank everyone,
including our staff that helped on the
day and to organise the event.
Our aim was to raise awareness that
gardening helps with depression,
only 30 minutes per week will help.
On our Facebook page we included
information about what the benefit of
some herbs, plants and different
colours were. We are still in talks
with the Shire and Main Roads to
paint a dead tree as part of the blue
tree project. This is a very personal
project for some of us at Two Dogs
as some of our staff have dealt with
depression and suicide with family/
friends.
Beyond Blue provides information
and support to help everyone in
Australia achieve their best possible
mental health, whatever their age and
wherever they live. Please call 1300
22 4636 or ask someone “R U OK”.
As an added bonus we raised
$1484.75 towards Beyond Blue.

7

8

THE PHOENIX Friday, March 29th, 2019

Agricultural Women Wheatbelt East Sundowner
By KARIN DAY

farmers and to share tips and stories.

Friday 15th February 2019 kicked off
the year for the Agricultural Women
Wheatbelt East (AWWE) Group
with a sundowner held in the garden
of Café 56 in Merredin.

Thank you to everyone for attending
and supporting the event. AWWE
has many events planned for the year
which you can follow on their
Facebook page “AWWE Group Agricultural Women Wheatbelt
East”.

It was well attended by nearly forty
women from around the Eastern
Wheatbelt, who enjoyed the gourmet
hospitality sponsored by Collgar
Wind Farm and Bankwest Business.
Attendees were treated by guest
speaker Tracey McFarlane who
shared the story of her upbringing,
work, family and businesses, with
the emphasis on being happy and
empowering others. The sundowner
also generated many ideas for the
Board on workshop and training
ideas going forward, and attendees
enjoyed the opportunity to meet new

Emma Growden & Ray Roberts

Claire Hannaford, Beth Smith & Pauline
Wahlsten

Karin Day, Michelle Gethin & Kate Hayes
-Thompson

Peta Hubbard, Kate Hayes-Thompson &
Ashleigh Williamson

Carol Whitehead, Jo Pope, Sonya LundieJenkins, Linda Rose, Vanessa McGinnis &
Naomi Laurie
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Repertory Club’s successful
Little box of Oblivion

Cast of Little box of Oblivion: (L-R) Kayla O’Connor, Clayton Murray, Cameron Wild,
Robyn Hutchings, Dureen Bolton. Image courtesy of Grant Stainer

By GRANT STAINER
The Merredin Repertory Club
recently performed an entertaining
one act play called A little box of
Oblivion, which was quite a success.

Stage Left then performed three short
plays, starting with Post-its, which
was
about
a
couple
who
communicated throughout their lives
with post-it notes, and was strong on
emotion.

The play begun with a Cool Guy just
sitting on a park bench reading a
newspaper, when all of a sudden a
woman with green hair rushes in, asks
him to look after her cardboard box
without touching it, and then rushes
off. He settles back to do so, but then
a series of other characters come in,
each with different theories as to what
disastrous item is in the box. Chaos
ensues, and Cool Guy ultimately
loses his cool and gets busted doing
so!

Next they performed Cell block
tango, which was a powerful song
from Chicago.

There were two performances held in
Merredin, after which the Merredin
Repertory Club took the show to
Kalgoorlie, where we performed it as
part of a series of different shows in
collaboration with the two Kalgoorlie
repertory clubs, Goldfields Repertory
Club and the Stage Left Theatre
Troupe.

A little box of Oblivion was directed
by Mal Harper, and featured Clayton
Murray as the Cool Guy, Robyn
Hutchings as the Green-haired
woman, Kayla O’Connor as Neurotic,
Dureen Bolton as the Amateur Sleuth,
and Cameron Wild as Doom
Merchant.

Merredin’s show was performed first,
which was well received by the
audience and the other repertory
clubs.
The Goldfields Repertory Club then
performed their play, Sure FM, which
was about conflict between radio
presenters, with the old batty
presenter coming out on top.

Amateur Sleuth uses some karate moves
against Neuro. Image courtesy of Grant
Stainer

Following that, they performed an
Excerpt from the play that goes
wrong, which was absolutely
hilarious and a great way to finish the
trifecta.
The three repertory clubs then
mingled and chatted, sharing stories
and ideas and a good laugh.

Taking the show “on the road” is
something that Merredin Repertory
Club has not done since before 1994,
so it is something that is different and
new to most of us, and taking it to
Kalgoorlie proved very exciting.
The Merredin Repertory Club is now
in rehearsals for the mid-year show,
which will be in June, and we will be
keen to see you there!

Cool Guy tells Neuro again not to touch
the box. Image courtesy of Grant Stainer
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Mural on West wall of the
Merredin Military Museum
Country Classic Tennis Cup
The day started well with all students
early and a full bus. We got down to
Cunderdin early for a big day of
tennis against both Cunderdin Ag and
St. Joseph’s Northam. As part of the
competition and to get more game
time our junior girls had to play in the
senior girls comp. This meant our
Year 7 team were playing against
Year 11 and 12s. They put up a

fantastic effort and were gracious in
defeat against some much older
players. Our junior boys were sent
off to Cunderdin ag tennis courts for
their competition and they had a great
day. All the boys were involved in
having a hit and our Year 7 team
narrowly came second on countback.
Overall it was a great day out and fun
was had by all.

By TERRY PICK
rd

Teddy Bear Hospital 2019
Medical students from Curtin
University
and
Notre
Dame
University visited Merredin College
last week as a part of their annual
Country visit program.
Ten students visited our K-1 classes
to run a Teddy Bear Hospital with the
children. They played games with the
children to establish a positive
relationship and then placed children
into groups to work with a medical
student. The ‘Doctor’ asked the
children about any problems their
bears were experiencing and then
talked to the children about healing
their bear. Special props such as
plastic stethoscopes, thermometers

and tweezers were put to good use to
heal our ailing teddy bears.
The children had a wonderful time
whilst learning about the importance
of eating healthy foods, visiting a
GP when feeling unwell and how to
care for themselves in different
contexts. There was great delight on
the faces of the children when their
bear was bandaged for a broken leg
or the bear’s temperature was taken.
The medical students responded
enthusiastically to the children’s
stories
and
demonstrated
a
wonderful bedside manner when
healing the bears. Students and
children alike had a wonderful time.

February 3 of March saw a group of
volunteers from the Military
Museum turn up in painting clothes
with a determined purpose. Work
began on painting a relevant mural
on the bland and blank west wall.
Firstly a coat of sealer was applied,
and this took four hours on the first
day. Subsequently over a period of
six Sundays, the mural started to take
shape, and we now have a beautiful
painting covering the wall.
The artist outlined her design on the
wall, and the volunteers filled in the
outline in the colours she had
chosen. Huge Poppies, representing
the Fields of Flanders, and a huge
silhouette of a soldier and a nurse

standing vigil over a soldiers grave
now grace the Museum’s wall. A
fitting memorial for all those brave
men and women who served and
especially those who made the
ultimate sacrifice.
Thanks go to the volunteers who
assisted, and the extra help of several
non members.
Also we would like to thank Hon
Mia Davies (MLA) and Melissa
Price (MP) for their generous cash
donation toward paints and painting
equipment and Two Dogs Hardware
for the generous discount on the
paint and equipment.
Lest We Forget
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Ooh you make me
Live! The
importance of
Relationships

Rambo finds a new
‘home’

A few months ago, I saw the advert for Leukaemia
Foundations "World’s Greatest Shave", I considered
it for a moment and decided to just sign up. I
wanted to do something good. After all I’m lucky
enough to be pretty healthy and my hair will grow
back, unfortunately for some that doesn’t happen.

When songwriter and bass player for supergroup
Queen, John Deacon penned “Ooh you make me live”
as the opening line for their hit “You’re My Best
friend”, I’m guessing he didn’t know that he would in
later years be backed by a 75-year Harvard University
study on the impacts of relationships and happiness
on health and wellbeing. Apparently, having a best
friend does in fact make you live! Thanks to the
Harvard University Happiness Study, it’s now proven
that social connection and the quality of relationships
directly influences how well and how long we live.

I wanted to raise $560 which would pay for a
regional family to travel to their closest city and stay
together while their treatment was being done. I feel
like families should stay together during tough
times. They all need support.
On Saturday 16th March 2019, I had a lovely local
hairdresser donate her time to do the shave and cut
for me. I was really nervous, but I had some great
support to get me through. I went live on Facebook
so my family and friends who couldn't be there
could see it all unfold.

Lesley Smith and Joy Perry with Rambo

 Good relationships keep us happy and healthy and
result in longer life expectancy. On the flip-side,
loneliness is toxic. People who admit to being less
socially connected than they would wish, suffer
health decline earlier and have shorter life
expectancy.

By LANCE FLEAY

 You can be lonely in a crowd or a marriage so
therefore, it’s the quality of your close
relationships that counts (500 friends on Facebook
doesn’t). Living in a constant state of conflict (in
dysfunctional marriages/families or workplaces) is
bad for your health and shortens life expectancy.
In the study, the eighty-year olds who were
happiest, were not the ones who at fifty had the
most money or fame or even the best health; They
were the ones who were happy in their
relationships.

Mrs Lesley Smith and her daughter Joy Perry
came along and presented us with Rambo.
Rambo has been on loan every year supporting us
on our trips to the annual games.

 Having secure, dependable relationships with your
wife or mates in your eighties is protective to your
health. Blokes in the study who had close mates
or wives that were always there for them, had
much sharper memory. Those who were happiest
in retirement were those who actively sought out
new playmates to replace lost workmates. Many
of the subjects thought that fame, fortune and high
achievement were the cornerstones of a fulfilled
and happy life. They later found that the time and
effort taken to achieve these goals, could be
counterproductive to the real health builder….
meaningful long-term relationships.
What does this all mean for us, especially as blokes?
What are things that we can do to make a difference
to our future happiness and health? For a start, some
of the effort currently expended on the pursuit of
fame and fortune may be better spent forging new
friendships. Getting the work-life balance right, has
measurable health benefits.
Substitute screen-time for people-time, a disappearing
art that can only bring people together and enhance
our social networks.

Make time for you and your friends. Maybe long
walks or date night with the missus, or the fishing trip
you’ve talked about for ages but never had with your
mates. Reaching out to family that perhaps you
haven’t talked to for years.
Joining a club or a Men’s Shed so that those whose
lives have revolved around business and career can
find new meaningful friendships in retirement.
Maybe its not “fat bottomed girls that make the
rockin’ world go ‘round”, maybe it’s best friends!

Hair gone for a
good cause
By KRISTY SNELLING

By GLEN and the TEAM, Regional Men’s Health
Initiative

Following 724 men from their pimply teenage years
all the way through to their wrinkly nineties with
biannual interviews, blood tests, brain scans and
analysis of medical records, three things became
obvious.
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On Monday March 11th, the Merredin Seniors
Games group, known as “The Merredin Merinos”
had a wonderful surprise visit at their practice
session.

Until recently, Rambo always resided in
Atkinson’s Store. Now his job will be to keep the
Merredin Merino flock in order…...a big task!
His first job will be on the 25th of March when
The Merinos head to Hopetoun to compete in the
2019 Senior’s Games.
Once again, we sincerely thank Lesley, Barry and
family for the wonderful gift. Rest assured
Rambo will be well looked after and hopefully
will round up the Merino flock to bring back a
win for Merredin.

Thank you to everyone that helped me on the day.
In total I raised $1296.55 which will be enough to
pay for two families to stay together during
treatment. I did the easy part, I just sat there and
got my hair shaved and cut. Everyone that donated
made this donation possible and I thank every single
one of you.
World’s Greatest Shave is such a great fundraiser
and I’m proud I can say I was a part of it.
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Interschool Swimming Carnival
St Mary’s School and Merredin
College competed in the Interschool
Swimming Carnival on Friday 15.
March. The highlight of the day was
the great sportsmanship and the way
that
all
student
competed.
Congratulations to all individual
winners and to Merredin College for
winning the shield. Final scores were
Merredin College 640 and St Mary’s
School 565.

Year Six Assembly
The students in Kindy, Pre Primary
and Year 1 participated in a Teddy
Bears Hospital run by medical
students from Curtin University and
the University of Notre Dame while
they were visiting the Wheatbelt last
week. The students brought in a
favourite toy from home who then
became the patient who attended the
Teddy Bears Hospital where they
learnt about what it is like to be a
patient.

Teddy Bears Hospital
The Week Five assembly saw the
Year Six students present a play that
focused on compassion, empathy and
understanding others. The students
then visited the nursing home to
present the play to the residents, who
thoroughly enjoyed watching it.

Circus Challenge Incursion
Students from Kindy to Year Six
spent last Thursday being entertained
by the ringmaster from Circus
Challenge. The students then
participated in their own workshops
where they learnt a variety of circus
skills.
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Merredin College students hit the Red Carpet for the
annual School Ball
By VANESSA MORRIS
On the 16th of March 2019 the
Merredin College annual school
ball was held at Cummins Theatre.
At 6:30pm one hundred and
twenty students arrived to a redcarpet entrance. Hosted by the
Mad Hatter Tom James and the
Red Queen Natalie Pirovich,
students travelled down the rabbit
hole into a land of wonder, with
this year’s theme being ‘Through
the Looking Glass’ from Alice in
Wonderland.
Official proceedings commenced
at 7:15pm with a formal
introduction of the Year 12
students and partners by coordinator Tom James and an

address to students and parents by
Principal Alby Huts. Once parents
left the theatre the party really
started, and the main celebrities of
the night were given prestigious
awards. Best Couple was awarded to
Jay Fuller and Gaby Paterson, Best
Dressed Year 10 was awarded to
Jack Laffan and Kyrah Lane, Best
Dressed Year 11 was awarded to
Thomas Flint and Madison DurhamLudlow and Best Dancer to Chloe
Coomber. The finest stars of the
evening were our Year 12 Belle and
Beau of the ball, Maddison
McWilliam and Ashton Tieland.

Merredin
Hockey Club who
provided the students with a fantastic
spread for the evening. The images
were provided by Jonathon Giles
Film and Photo. Merredin College
would like to thank the Year 9 wait
staff, student councillors, parents and

staff members for making the night
possible. Finally, a very special
thankyou to Mr James and Mrs
Pirovich who worked tirelessly
during the lead up to the ball to make
the night a huge success.

The night was catered by the

Dale Sharp and Kerrilie Haberfield
Year 12 Belle & Beau of the ball,
Maddison McWilliam and Ashton Tieland
Year 12 Leaders

Simon Watson, Cameron Scaddan and
Callum Penny - Year 12

Cameron Coulthard and Jade Gardiner
Year 12

Jenae de Lacy and Samuel Alberti Year
12
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Container Deposit Scheme passes State Parliament
Media Release
Agricultural Region MLCs, Darren
West and Laurie Graham said they
were delighted to support the Waste
Avoidance and Resource Recovery
Bill (Container Deposit) 2018 Bill,
which passed the State Parliament on
Wednesday 13th March 2019.
The legislation will pave the way for
a container deposit scheme in WA
and is a significant milestone
towards delivering the McGowan
Government's election commitment
of a container deposit scheme by
2020.
Following the establishment of
relevant regulations, the scheme
coordinator will be announced.
The coordinator will be responsible

for developing the state-wide
collection network and managing
contracts with operators of refund
points.
Mr West said that under the new
scheme, WA consumers will receive
a 10 cent refund when they return
eligible, empty beverage containers to
refund points throughout the State.
“Our community has been asking for
a container deposit scheme in WA for
many years. It will help reshape our
recycling culture.
“We look forward to schools,
community groups, families and
individuals here in the Agricultural
Region, participating in the scheme
and getting cash back for can and
bottle collection,” Mr West said.

Mr Graham said that protecting WA's
unique natural environment, reducing
waste and encouraging recycling in
the community are priorities of the
Government.
“Projections show the container
deposit scheme will result in
significantly less beverage container
litter in the community and a
reduction in the number of containers
disposed to landfill.
“This is great news for
environment,” Mr Graham said.

our

Mr West and Mr Graham said the
scheme will have a positive impact on
the region through the reduction of
litter and an increase in recycling.
It

will

also

provide

business

opportunities for social enterprises
and help charities and community
organisations raise money to fund
vital community work.
Across the State it is expected some
500 jobs will be created at new
container sorting and processing
facilities and refund points.

Astronomy

Things are looking up
By PETER BARRETT
When people ask me to list the best
things to see in the Wheatbelt my
personal favorite is the night sky.
With well over a hundred clear
cloudless nights per year and sparse
terrestrial lighting a simple tilt of the
head after dusk reveals a stupendous
scintillating vista most city slickers
never get to see.
More and more people are interested
in learning about astronomy. Many
are put off by the formidable and
seemingly arcane proper names given
to the stars and constellations, and
they have difficulty aligning what
they see with the theory in books and
school. Indeed more than a few new
telescope acquisitions are left to
gather dust as their new owners find
themselves unable to replicate the
carefully manipulated images in
catalogues and astronomy books.
More of this later.
Not much school time is devoted to
practical astronomy and teaching
children how to find their way around
the sky. The number of people who
can identify the bright objects that
feature in the heavens every night is
small. This is a little surprising when
there are so many excellent free
stargazing tools available for desktop
and mobile computers. It is rather
disappointing that so many stargazers
have absolutely no idea what they are
looking at.
The most enjoyable astronomy is not
particularly technical. The main
requirements are a dark paddock, a
cheap comfortable folding lounge
(paradoxically called a "sun lounge")
and eyes adjusted to the dark. A
mobile device with a sky map app is
useful if there is a way to dim the
screen sufficiently. Naked eye
astronomy is surprisingly rewarding.
A good pair of binoculars will take it
to the next level.
So what should you look for when

buying stargazing binoculars? Here is
a very quick buyer's guide:







Bigger is better, as long as you
can carry them to the sun lounge
and hold them comfortably to
your eyes without tiring.
Binoculars are specified by two
numbers separated by a "x". The
first number refers to the
magnification, the second number
refers to the diameter of the
objective lenses, the big ones on
the end. So for example "10x50"
will magnify everything by ten
(including the shaking of your
hands) and each big lens will be
50mm diameter.
The most important measurement
is called "exit pupil" and is
calculated by dividing the second
number by the first. So 10x50s
will have an exit pupil of 5mm.
The bigger this number the more
you will be able to see. Any
magnification above about 14x

will magnify your unsteady hands
to the point where you will need a
tripod or something. I recommend
a maximum magnification of 10x.



Large object lenses are highly
desirable but they can get
expensive. I have seen awesome
70mm binocs on ebay for less
than $150.



Porro prisms, the traditional
means of for shortening the
overall
optics
where
the
objectives are further apart than
the eyepieces, are better and
cheaper than roof prisms (The
"straight" ones)



If you wear glasses then "eye
relief" is important. This is a
measurement of how far away
you can hold the eyepiece from
your eyes and still see the whole
field of view. An eye relief of
11mm or more means you your
eyes will be less fatigued after a
long night.

What's up April 2019
The sun departed the southern
hemishere last Thursday and the
nights are now longer than the days.
Most of the bright planets are out in
the early morning before sunrise, with
Jupiter in Scorpius near the bright red
star Antares. Scorpius is a particularly
beautiful constellation that actually
looks like a scorpion with it's tail
hooked around the centre of the Milky
Way. Saturn is not far away to the east
in Sagittarius. Look to the north for
the Lyrid meteor shower starting
about April 16 and peaking on the
22nd. These meteors can appear
anywhere in the sky, but they seem to
be shooting out of the bright northern
star Vega. Start looking around
midnight. Mars is the only planet
visible in the evening in Taurus,
passing near the Pleiades or "seven
sisters” on March 30. It is receding
from the earth at the moment so not
very bright. During Autumn the
evening sky is dominated by Leo, the
bright red Arcturus and Virgo with
bright white Spica and it's attendant
quadrilateral crow.
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Wheatbelt in a Snap
Not just another Saturday night in Merredin

Stewart Narkle-Watson and Madison
Durham
Brittney Thomas

Keely Lowe, Phoebe Brooker, Caitlin
Squire. Haylee Bill and Amber Watkins
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CLASSIFIEDS
For Rent
ARIES—March 21 to April 19
It’s time for you to relax after the huge efforts
you have been making. Your confusion about
which direction to take is almost over and you
will feel as though progress can now be made. A
good time for meeting people in your local
community.

TAURUS—April 20 to May 20
There is a strong emphasis on having the freedom
in your life to make choices. Your partners in
both your work and personal life are dependent
on you right now, which is not exactly what you
want! Despite this, you are in a position to decide
how you want things to be.
GEMINI—May 21 to June 20
Right now you have to deal with something
bigger than you and it feels as though you are
being engulfed. By going with the flow you find
the right course of action. A great time to clear
up confusion and chaos by simplifying things and
eliminating weakness.
CANCER—June 21 to July 22
These days you are in a stronger position
professionally and there is a growing and
justified optimism concerning expansion and
good fortune in your working life. Partnerships
can be demanding, but completely worth it.
LEO—July 23 to August 22
You are in a strong position. Your overview and
understanding are clear and strong, even if other
people close to you have to deal with the remains
of a confusing situation. Professionally, these are
new times with new opportunities, time to go
forth and conquer.
VIRGO—August 23 to September 22
People you have to communicate and deal with at
the moment are difficult to decipher and
confusing to be with, because they don’t function
as rationally as you do. A great time to cut
through misunderstandings by allowing others to
help with communication.
LIBRA—September 23rd October 22
There is a big change of focus in your work
situation as new circumstances arise. You are
motivated to help people and adopt unusual
methods to make work life more interesting and
your input is also needed to resolve a difficult
situation amongst work colleagues.
SCORPIO—October 23 to November 21
You are about to meet a whole new group of
people and are open to input from others both
locally and internationally.
For the single
Scorpio, this is an excellent time to meet an
interesting person who is on your wavelength.
SAGITTARIUS—Nov 22 to December 21
You are on a winning streak.
Creativity
blossoms, you get your ideas across and new
horizons are opening.
There are new
opportunities for self-expression. New people
arrive in your life and are a breath of fresh air and
are the reason you become much more active.
CAPRICORN—Dec 22 to January 19
Untangling misunderstandings and resolving
communication issues have had high priority in
recent weeks. This is a period when the arts are
more important than science. An emotionally
enriching time as people add to the creative and
imaginative elements in your life.
AQUARIUS—January 20 to February 18
Favourable new developments that affect both the
economy and family life are on their way. There
may be new sources of income at a time when
there is a lot of uncertainty about the economy.
Chaotic circumstances are slowly getting cleared
up in this area and the money flow improves.
PISCES—February 19 to March 20
There has been some chaos and confusion in the
important relationships in your life recently.
Now is a turning point for you which brings a
new element of magic and creativity. You don’t
need to understand everything rationally.

Position Vacant

3 x 1 House, patio, split system, fully fenced in a quiet
area. $220pw call 0413 294 391.
Merrittville Retirement Village curr ently has vacant
one bedroom units, anyone interested in applying can
phone 0459 027 862.

Position Vacant

Part Time Family Support Worker –
Merredin
30 hours per week

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE CHIEF
EXECUTIVE
($57,500 to $65,500
Applications are invited for the position of
Executive Assistant to the Chief Executive
Officer. The successful candidate must possess
excellent secretarial, time management and
communication skills as well as being flexible,
well organised and able to maintain
confidentiality at all times.
Principal roles of the position include
preparation of monthly Council agendas and
minutes, preparing correspondence and reports
on behalf of the Chief Executive Officer,
conducting research and special projects under
direction of the Chief Executive Officer and
daily diary management for the Chief Executive
Officer and Councillors.
An
Application
Package
outlining
responsibilities and selection criteria is
available
on
the
Shire’s
website
www.merredin.wa.gov.au or by contacting
Vanessa Green on ea@merredin.wa.gov.au.
Confidential enquiries about the role can be
made by contacting Mr Greg Powell during
office hours on 08 9041 1611.
If you are energetic, enthusiastic, able to use
your initiative and thrive in a busy and
challenging role then we’d like to hear from
you.
Applications addressing the selection criteria
and marked “PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL –
EXECUTIVE
ASSISTANT TO
THE
CHIEF
EXECUTIVE OFFICER” should be submitted by
email to ea@merredin.wa.gov.au (preferred),
posted to the Shire of Merredin, PO Box 42,
MERREDIN WA 6415 or hand delivered to the
Shire Administration during office hours and
must be received by 12.00pm Monday 8 April
2019.
GS POWELL
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Amity Health is a dynamic, team centred, not for
profit organisation specialising in meeting the
allied health needs of our communities throughout
the Great Southern, Goldfields and Wheatbelt.
Amity Health is seeking a part time Family
Support Worker with experience working with
children and families in a community setting.

As part of a team, the Family Support Worker will
provide a dedicated 0-4 early years playgroup
program, providing educational activities that are
developmental, support social interaction and
assist families with ideas and activities to replicate
at home. The focus is on early intervention
opportunities and implementation of early
intervention strategies. The Family Support
Worker coordinates referrals for clinical support
where a need is identified. This position will be
situated at the Merredin Community College,
working with children and their families, teachers
and the wider community.
For further information regarding the position,
contact Margaret Soumelidis on 9842 2797,
application packs may be obtained by emailing
msoumelidis@amityhealth.com.au.
Applications including a statement addressing the
selection criteria, a current CV, current Police
Clearance (no more than six months old) and
nomination of 2 referees must be received by 12th
April 2019.
Please email applications to:
Robin Surridge
Chief Executive Officer
rsurridge@amityhealth.com.au
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Black holes
By GRANT STAINER
Black holes are littered throughout
the universe, both big ones and small
ones, just minding their own
business and munching on gases,
other matter, and the occasional star.
So, what are black holes? They are
simply extremely dense objects, so
dense that their gravitational field
pulls everything in to them,
including light.
As you approach a black hole, you
would firstly be approaching from
the ‘quiet region’, where there is
little influence of the black hole.
However, as you get closer, you
would then enter the ‘ergosphere’,
where you would start being pulled
towards the black hole (but could
still technically escape). In the
ergosphere, gravity can have a
variety of effects. This includes the
risk of ‘spaghettification’, where the
difference in gravity over short
distances can result in matter being
stretched into long strands and/or
ripped apart. For example, if you
were heading towards a black hole
feet-first, then the gravity at your
feet could be much stronger than at
your head, resulting in you being
stretched into a thin strand before
being pulled apart.
As you get even closer to the black
hole, you would then reach the
‘event horizon’, which is the point of
no return, where you cannot escape

the gravitational pull regardless of
what you do.
After going past the event horizon,
you would enter the gravitational
spacetime distortion before finally
reaching the densest point, the
‘singularity’.
There are three types of black holes,
being ‘miniature black holes’,
‘stellar
black
holes’,
and
‘supermassive’ black holes.
Miniature black holes can be the size
of an atom, but have the mass of a
very large mountain.
Stellar black holes are up to 20 times
more than the mass of the Sun, and
are formed from the collapse of stars.
There are many stellar black holes
within the Milky Way (our home
galaxy), and even more elsewhere in
the universe.
Supermassive black holes are the
largest black holes, with masses that
are more than 1 million Suns
together. Every large galaxy has a
supermassive black hole, and the
black hole at the centre of the Milky
Way is called Sagittarius A*.
Due to the strong gravity of the black
holes trapping light, black holes
cannot be directly observed.
However, they can be detected based
on their impacts on surrounding
gases, stars and other matter.
A couple of the methods for
detecting black holes is through

An artist's drawing a black hole named Cygnus X-1. It formed when a large star caved
in. This black hole pulls matter from blue star beside it. Image courtesy of NASA

observing accretion disks and
quasars.
Accretion disks are disks of matter
that are circling and falling into a
black hole, much like bathwater
going down the drain.
Quasars are jets of electromagnetic
radiation that shoot out of many
(usually larger)
black holes,
perpendicular to the plane of the
accretion disks.
The theory of relativity, developed
by Albert Einstein, is the current
theory of gravity, and studying black
holes helps test the limits of the

theory of gravity.
Relativity is actually used in
everyday life through the use of GPS
systems. Because the GPS satellites
are moving so fast and in such low
gravity, we need to take into account
general relativity. If we did not do
so, the clocks would drift by about
38 microseconds per day, resulting in
an error in your position of 10km.
For more information, check out the
article on the ABC website at https://
www.abc.net.au/news/science/201902-26/whats-in-a-black-holeastrophysics-singularityexplainer/10837836
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CARPENTER

Using gas appliances safely
MEDIA RELEASE Dept Mines, Industry
Regulations & Safety Consumer Protection
Now summer is officially over, our attention may
soon turn to gas heaters and other gas appliances in
the home.
A recent safety alert affecting four popular gas
heaters is a timely reminder that any gas equipment
should be used and maintained correctly to avoid
potentially dangerous consequences.
Along with our colleagues at Building and Energy
(formerly EnergySafety), Consumer Protection is
highlighting a national safety alert for Regency i31,
Regency F38/FG38 (natural gas), Nectre 2000 and
Real Flame Pyrotech open-flued gas heaters.

GLASS SERVICES
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Under certain circumstances, they may produce too
much carbon monoxide. Exposure to this colourless,
odourless and poisonous gas at certain levels is a
health hazard and can be fatal.
Owners of these appliances – as well as Vulcan
Heritage or Pyrox Heritage gas heaters, which are
the subject of a similar safety alert – should stop
using them immediately and contact the supplier.
Even if you don’t have these particular models, it’s
important to note that carbon monoxide may be
produced by any faulty, poorly maintained or
misused gas appliance.
A Victorian grandmother’s tragic death in 2017

from carbon monoxide shows the importance of
using all gas equipment in accordance with the
manufacturers’ instructions and with adequate
ventilation to ensure combustion products are
dispersed.
Tips for safe gas use:

 Have your gas appliances checked and serviced
regularly by a licensed gas fitter or service agent.
For newer appliances, this should be done at
least every two years. If the equipment is more
than 10 years old, it should be checked annually.
 Keep gas appliances clean and free of dust.
 Ensure the area is well ventilated.
 Don’t operate multiple high-volume exhaust
fans with flued gas appliances, as this may draw
flue products back into well-sealed rooms.
 Never use outdoor appliances (such as barbecues
and patio heaters) inside. Even outside, exterior
blinds and other surroundings should be up and
open for ventilation.
 Never modify gas appliances or use them for
purposes contrary to the manufacturers’
instructions.
Visit www.dmirs.wa.gov.au/energysafety for more
information.

NBN Co urges WA residents to be vigilant
of scammers amid rise in calls
PLUMBER

MEDIA RELEASE NBN Co
NBN Co, the company building and upgrading
Australia’s telecommunications and broadband
network, is urging WA residents to be wary of
scammers impersonating the wholesale network
provider.
Today new information has been published on the
company’s website to help residents understand
how to identify and avoid scammers posing as
NBN Co.
The advice follows an 84 per cent overall increase
in enquiries about suspected scams made to the
wholesaler’s contact centre since October 2018,
with approximately 14 per cent of those calls
originating from residents in WA.
More than 1.05 million WA homes and businesses
are now able to order an nbn™ service from their
preferred phone and internet retailer, with the
rollout scaling up in Australia’s capital cities.
Head of nbn local for WA, Jane McNamara, said:
“With nearly three in four WA homes and
businesses now able to connect to the nbn™ access
network, it’s vital people understand the steps
involved in making the switch, including how and
when NBN Co and retailers will communicate with
customers.
“It’s important to remember the key point of
contact for Australians connecting to the nbn™
access network will always be their preferred
phone and internet service provider. This is
because NBN Co is a wholesale-only company and
does not sell services directly to the public.
“In fact connecting to the nbn™ access network is
not automatic and people need to contact their
preferred phone or internet provider to make the
switch.
“We urge residents and businesses to be vigilant of
callers claiming to be from NBN Co requesting
personal or financial information. We will never

make unsolicited calls or door knock to sell
broadband services to the public. We will never
request remote access to a resident’s computer and
we will never make unsolicited requests for
payment or financial information.
“Protect yourself by verifying who are you are
talking to. If in doubt, hang up and call your retail
service provider customer service centre to check
if the call is legitimate.”
For more information on scams, please visit:
www.nbn.com.au/scamadvice.
NBN Co’s top tips for protecting yourself
against scammers:

 Visit NBN Co’s website at www.nbn.com.au/
scamadvice for information on how to identify
and avoid potential scammers or for advice if
you suspect you have been scammed.

 Remember NBN Co is a wholesaler, which
means we do not sell phone or internet services
directly to the public. People need to contact
their preferred phone and internet provider in
order to make the switch.
 Do not share your financial information ((i.e.
bank, credit card or gift card details) or
personal details with an unsolicited caller or
door knockers trying to seek payment for an
nbn™ service.
 Never give an unsolicited caller remote access
to your computer or devices via the installation
of programs.
 NBN Co does not make automated calls (i.e.
robocalls) to advise of disconnections to a
service. Please do not engage with these calls.
 If in doubt, hang up and call your retail service
provider on their official customer service
centre number to check if the call is legitimate.
Do not use contact details supplied by the
caller.
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Architectural Camera Club meeting
By GRANT STAINER
“Architecture” was the theme for
the March meeting of the Merredin
Camera Club, which had us all
photographing
a
variety
of
buildings and shapes.
Fourteen photos filled the theme
section this month, and another 14
filled the open section. The judge
this month was Perth photographer
Denise Aitken.
In the theme section, Ms Aitken
awarded Gold to Sally RobsonThomas’s “Small house”. Silver
was awarded to Kate Caughey’s
“Como Bridge” and Sally RobsonThomas’s
“Royal
Arcade,
Melbourne”, and bronze was
awarded to Rob Broomhall’s
“Recycled
edifice”,
Caryn
Adamson’s
“Old
architecture
reflecting on new”, and Kate
Caughey’s “Flats”.
In the open section, Gold was
awarded to Margret Schell’s “LOL”
and Karen Slater’s “Matagarup

‘Balancing boxes’ by Caryn Adamson

Bridge”. Silver was awarded to
Kate Caughey’s “Summer fun”,
Glen Riethmuller’s “Baby wagtail”,
and Margret Schell’s “After the
pool”.
Bronze was awarded to Sally
Robson-Thomas’s “Raw silk” and
Grant Stainer’s “Funny fungi”.
Ms Aitken talked about how
architecture is a tricky subject,
especially as so many buildings are
quite large and hard to fit into the
frame. As a result, it is important to
focus on the most important aspects
of the structure.
Camera Club members voted
somewhat similarly to Ms Aitken,
although the votes were quite
spread out in both the theme and
open sections.
In the theme section, first place
went to Sally Robson-Thomas’s
“Small house”, and second place
went to her “Royal Arcade,
Melbourne”. Third place went to
Caryn Adamson’s “Balancing
boxes”.

‘Matagarup Bridge’ by Karen Slater

‘Baby wagtail’ by Glen Riethmuller

‘LOL’ by Margret Schell

In the club member’s open section
voting, first place went to Kate
Caughey’s “Summer fun”. Equal
second place went to Sally RobsonThomas’s “Happy memory” and
Margret Schell’s “LOL”. Third
place went to Glen Riethmuller’s
“Baby wagtail”.
The Merredin Camera Club holds
it’s
enjoyable
and
relaxing
meetings at the old Merredin
Library building alongside the Fine
Arts Society.

The April meeting will be on the 1 st
May, where the subject will be
“abandoned”. So if you see us
searching for old, run down,
forgotten things, you will know
what we are up to.
The Merredin Camera Club
welcomes new members. For more
information about the Merredin
Camera Club, please email Daina
Sutherland at merredincameraclub
@yahoo.com.au.
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Basketball

Men’s Basketball
Semi-final Results 14th
March
Demons (48) d. Bucks (32)
North Baandee (35) d. Burra Cats
(30)

Prelim Finals 21st March
Bucks (29) d. North Baandee (23)

Grand Final 23rd March
Demons (47) d. Bucks (32)
Fairest & Best—Michael Sharp

Season Award Winners

Fairest & Best
Dylan Hayden—29 votes (North
Baandee)
Luke Keamy—26 votes (Demons)
Kris Hayden—16 votes (Titans)
Top Point Scorer
Dylan Hayden—181 points (North
Baandee)
Luke Keamy—166 points (Demons)
Reilley Ferguson—161 points
(Bucks)

Women’s Basketball
Semi-final Results 14th
March
Mystics Pink (29) d. Sonics (6)
Mystics Blue (24) d. Benchwarmers
(22)

Prelim Finals 21st March
Mystics Blue (24) d. Sonics (17)

Grand Final 23rd March
Mystics Blue (39) d. Mystics Pink
(18)
Fairest & Best—Jorja
Downsborough

Season Award Winners
Fairest & Best
Lisa O’Neill—37 votes
(Benchwarmers)
Rebecca Nelson—28 votes (Sonics)
Jorja Downsborough—22 votes
(Mystics Blue)
Shana Murray—22 votes (Mystics
Pink)
Top Point Scorer
Shana Murray—247 points (Mystics
Pink)
Lisa O’Neill—243 points
(Benchwarmers)
Jorja Downsborough—182 points
(Mystics Blue)

Junior Basketball
Semi Final Results 14th
March

White (40) d. Black (28)

U16 Girls

Winner—Maddison Hook

Preliminary Final results
21st March

Yellow (33) d. Purple (19)

U12 Mixed

Runner Up—Jorja Downsborough

Semi Final

U12 Mixed

Fairest & Best—Brooklyn Garlett &
Kiara Flanagan

Boys Highest Points Scorer

U16 Boys

Winner—Thomas Flint

U16 Girls

Gold (43) d. White (40)

Girls Highest Points Scorer

Purple (35) d. Green (23)

Fairest & Best—Patrick Withers

Winner—Maddison Hook

Semi Final

U16 Boys

Yellow (26) d. Purple (24)

White (34) d. Green (26)

U16 Association Overall
Awards 2018/19

Elimination Final

Green (34) d. Blue (30)

Grand Final Results 23rd
March

U16 Boys

U12 Mixed

Blue (36) d. Maroon (29)
Elimination Final
Green (28) d. White (20)
U16 Girls

Semi Final
Gold (45) d. Green (40)
Elimination Final

Green (28) d. Maroon (26)

Blue (21) d. Green (16)
Fairest & Best—Vincent
McCormack

Boys Fairest & Best
Winner—Patrick Withers
Runner Up—Thomas Flint
Girls Fairest & Best
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Lawn Bowls

Civic Bowling Club
By MARGARET JOHNSTON
On Wednesday March 20th the
ladies
played
their
Singles
Championships. The format of the
play was 2 blocks and the players
had 3 games, then the winner of
each block played off in the finals.
The players are to be commended
to play in the very hot conditions.
No one won the three games so it
went to a countback. The winners
of the blocks were Kay Bush and
Norma Henderson. The weather
cooled down for the finals, and it
was a very close game, with the
winner being Norma Henderson
who is the defending champion.
Congratulations to all the players
on the good sportsmanship the
competition was played in.
The Mens Bowlers travelled to
Corrigin to play in the finals
Pennants on Saturday 23rd March.
It proved to be a very close game
with Corrigin winning the game.
Coming Events

Merredin Tennis Pennants
Finals
With the tennis season coming to a
close, the Pennants finals were held
at Railway Tennis Club on Saturday
the 23rd of March. Merredin
Districts Tennis Club provided some
great competitive tennis, with 6 men
and 6 women competing in doubles,

2019 Civic Bowling Club Championship
Singles. Runner up Kay Bush and Winner
Norma Henderson

Men

Ladies

March 30th and 31st Championship
Singles.

April 6 Champ of Champ Singles Yilgarn

April 6th and 7th Champ of Champ
Singles - Narembeen

Tennis

singles and mixed doubles. Thank
you to all other clubs for making an
enjoyable
pennants
season.
Congratulations to the Railways
members who played on the day, or
were part of the pennants team this
season.

