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A Great way to Start Australia Day

The CRC served a very ‘Aussie’ breakfast

By MORGANN TRANTER

With the weather not being too hot
in the morning, it was great to see
so many people attend the 2018
Australia Day Breakfast, held on
the Merredin Community Resource
Centre lawn. There were around
200 people who attended the
Australia Day Breakfast which was
great to see. With the breakfast line
feeling like it went for miles,
everyone finally got served their
big breakfast and took a seat.
Speeches started with Sue Olcorn,
Chair of the Merredin CRC
Committee
who
welcomed
everyone and thanked all the
volunteers, Collgar Windfarm, the
Shire of Merredin and many others
Emma & Lilith Davis sing for the crowd

Breakfast goers hid from the heat of the morning

that made this event possible. She
also spoke about why the Australia
Day Breakfast was moved to the
CRC lawn, being that it is a huge
amount of work for people setting
up and packing up to move all the
equipment to the Merredin Railway
Museum, that there are limited
power outlets on the verandah
making it difficult to run urns etc,
and to keep the new cover of the
trains ‘under wraps’ until their
official opening in April. She then
introduced Martin Morris, the MC
for the day. There were three guest
speakers, Cadet Lance Corporal
Saxon Rochford, Jo Millington and
Senior Sergeant Mark Tobiassen of
the Merredin Police. The guest
speakers all spoke about what
being Australian meant to them.

Saxon Rochford had written a
beautiful poem, Jo Millington
spoke about her heritage and
family history and Mark Tobiassen
spoke about opportunities and the
choices you can make in your life.
All the speeches were great and
made you proud to be an
Australian.
After the speeches, the Merredin
Army Cadets raised the Australian
Flag as everyone stood and
watched proudly. After A Choired
Taste led everyone in singing the
National Anthem, they put on a
great performance by singing two
great Australian Songs, “I am
Australian” and “Home Among the
cont. page 3
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
UPCOMING EVENTS
Every Saturday & Sunday
Tammin Markets—Puma Roadhouse,
Tammin—9am—1pm—Call Glenice on
0428 371 221.
Saturday 3rd February
Merredin Opera in the Park Simulcast—
Cummins
Theatre—8pm—11pm—call
9041 3295 for more info.
Thursday 15th February
Merredin ‘Lunchtime Escapes’ with
Cassandra Kotchie — Cummins Theatre—
11am—1pm—call 9041 3295 for more
info.
REGULAR EVENTS
0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup
for 0—4 year olds.
Contact Emma
Fitzsimons
on
9041
0962
&
efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au
A-Choired Taste (formerly Merredin
Community Singers) – All levels welcome
and all tastes catered for. Monday evening
at the Senior Centre. 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm.
Further information Langley Smith 0409
106 649.
All Saints Anglican Church—Cnr Haig Rd

and South Ave. 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays
10am, 2nd & 4th Sundays 11.30am. Rev’d
Brett Guthrie 0427 605 331.

Merredin United in Prayer—Cornerstone
Christian Bookshop, 7pm last Thursday of
the Month.

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm
until 9.30pm at the Masonic Lodge in
Coronation St.
First night is free.
Beginners to advanced. Call Anjoeen on
9041 3005 or see Sue at the Chemist or
Lyn at the Post Office.

People’s Baptist Church—Kellerberrin,
10am Sunday Worship, Ph 0435 284 796

Church of Christ—Throssell Road, 10am
Sunday Worship and Sunday School Ph
0408 484 711

Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each
month, 12 noon, Shed Restaurant unless
otherwise advised, contact Julie Townrow
0429
411
377
or
email
julietownrow@westnet.com.au

Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call
Dennis on 0411 984 123 for more info.
Merredin Camera Club— next meeting
14th February at 7pm, playgroup building,
Throssell Road. February: Macro/Close up
mini beasts. Email Daina for more info:
dainasutherland@bigpond.com.

Senior’s Centre Craft Group—Wednesday
mornings 9.30—11.30, bring your own
crafts, learn a new craft or just come for a
chat.

Merredin Museum & Historical Society—
Meetings first Wednesday of the month
5.00pm at Railway Museum. All Welcome.

Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every
Thursday morning 10.00—11.30am at the
Senior’s Centre. Free. All welcome.

Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30. Call
Steve for more info on 0428 412 213.

Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—
3.00pm at the Senior’s Centre. Afternoon

Produced fortnightly

St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kellerberrin—
8:00am every Sunday. Father Andrew
Bowron Ph 9041 1118.
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Merredin—
South Avenue, Sundays 10.30am. Saturday
evenings 6.30pm. Father Andrew Bowron,
Ph 9041 1118.

Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at
the Merredin Library, for children up to 5
years old.
Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their
stories or just listen. Mondays 10.00am—
11.30am, starting with morning tea.
Senior’s Centre. $1.
Tribal Belly Dancing—Fun and fitness for
all ages and levels of experience. Mondays
5.30—7.00pm. First night is free. ‘Indian
Fusion’ term 1 starts 5th February. 110
Barrack Street. Contact Kirsty 9041 1041.
Uniting Church—Fifth Street, 9am Sunday
Service, Ph 0457 329 850.

What are your plans for Valentine’s Day?

110 Barrack Street, Merredin
Ph: 9041 1041 Fax: 9041 1042

Upcoming Editions
16th February
2nd March, 16th March & 30th March
Available as an online subscription,
www.merredincrc.com
Currently distributing @ 650 copies to
Bencubbin, Bruce Rock, Doodlakine,
Kellerberrin, Merredin, Mukinbudin,
Narembeen, Nungarin, Southern Cross,
Tammin & Westonia.

Seventh-day Adventist Church—Kitchener
Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship,
9.30am Saturday Bible Study. Ph 0457 423
060 or 9045 3056.

SPIKE SAYS

Merredin Community Resource Centre

Content/production—Kirsty Rochford
9041 1041
administration@merredincrc.com
Content—Debbie Morris 9041 1041
merredin@crc.net.au
Advertising—Morgann Tranter
marketing@merredincrc.com

Revolution Youth—Church of Christ,
Throssell Road, Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm
(School
terms),
Emma
Aitken
0487 351 167.

Merredin Churches Fraternal—PO Box
463,
Merredin,
Malcolm
Clark
9041 5215.

THE PHOENIX
Deadlines
(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE)
Articles: 5pm Wednesday
Adverts: Booking 5pm Thursday
Copy finalised 11am Friday
Classifieds: 10am Monday
Contacts:

Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—
11.30 during the school term at Throssell
Road, opposite the pool. Contact Carissa
Amm on 0433 340 441.

tea to follow. Free.

Clint Ritchie—Thumbs up
to IGA for finally getting
Promite. I thought I was
going to have to go to NZ
for some.
Terry Pick—Thumbs up to
Murray from the Shire of
Merredin works team. I
have just been picking up
the Currajong tree leaves
and seed pods from the
verge in front of my house
in French Ave. A Shire
Gardens worker was
working in Hobbs Road. He
happily came over and
picked up the rubbish I had
raked up and put it on his
truck.
Kathy Mcauliffe—Thumbs
up to the Men’s Shed. Who
are always happy to help
you out and very speedy too.

Emma Aitken – I’ll
probably be with our
young adults group
playing board games!
Haha! Although, I
might be surprised
with a nice home
cooked meal and some
presents too! (Granty
– Kale might need the
day off to prepare
everything!)

Jessica Avery – This
year I will spend
Valentine’s Day as a
married woman, my
husband will
probably be playing
golf with the boys!
Never the less I’m
sure I’ll get a kiss
and a cuddle on the
day and that’s more
than enough.

Aradhana Thavare –
We all know this is a
special day to shower
with love those we
hold close. As for me,
every day is special
because I believe in
God who has
unconditional and
indescribable love for
us. So, I will
celebrate this day with
my loved ones.

El Lipman—I’ll be
calling my
Grandson Ben
because it’s his
birthday and I
always wish him a
‘Happy
Valentine’s Day’.
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A Great way to Start Australia Day cont.
cont. from page 1

MC—Martin Morris
A Choired Taste
Senior Sergeant Mark Tobiassen

Gumtrees”. They were both
powerful songs that most of the
people who attended knew and got
them smiling. Following A
Choired Taste, was Emma Davis
with her beautiful voice who sang,
“I still call Australia Home” and
“Old Man Emu” (even though she
is terrified of Emus). Last year
Merredin CRC Coordinator Debbie
Morris asked Emma to sing at the
2018 Australia Day Breakfast

wearing an Australian hat and
playing the ukulele as a joke, but
Emma lived up to the challenge
and achieved this with “Old Man
Emu”.
Her daughter Lilith
‘helped’, who whilst sitting on
Emma’s hip, decided to grab the
microphone and ‘sing’ some
backup vocals. It was adorable and
the crowd loved it.

The day was then wrapped up with

an Australia Day quiz and a kids
colouring contest. It was a pleasant
surprise to see how many quiz
questions about Australia that
people got right. It was also great
to see how many people stayed and
helped pack up the marquees,
chairs and tables afterwards, we
live in a truly amazing community.
It made the pack up much easier
for the people involved in putting
the day together.
A big thanks to Collgar Windfarm
and the Shire of Merredin for their
funding, Landmark and Elders for
the use of their BBQs, Merredin
Show for the use of their marquees,
tables and chairs and Merredin
IGA for donating some food for the
breakfast. Also a massive thanks
to all the volunteers on the day
who helped with set up, cooking,
serving and pack up, all of our
guest speakers, Martin for being
MC and the Merredin CRC
Committee, staff and volunteers. It
was a “ripper” of a morning and
very successful.

Cadet Lance Corporal Saxon Rochford

Jo Millington
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Letter to the Editor

Congratulations to Merredin CRC
Staff and volunteers for giving us
such a wonderful Australia Day
celebration for 2018.
We also
celebrated our 50th Wedding
Anniversary, which was a great way
to spend with friends.
Thinking back on history of our
country and countries all over the
world, we have come from many
nations. In the past, countries have
been invaded, conquered or settled
by many different nations. I loved
history at school, probably don’t
remember too much but I do
remember many advents, good and

Tales of the Past

bad. We must celebrate the good
things and give thanks and hopefully
we can learn from the mistake of the
past. With respect, tolerance and
consideration for one another, as we
are all equal in God’s eyes.

This “Tales” article will be in the
form of a serial as there are too
many details to be covered – to
say nothing of travel across the
world.

We as Australians are so blessed to
be living in this beautiful God given
country with freedom to choose how
we live.

It is the story of a friend who
passed away last year. I shall call
her Patricia as I have always
tried to keep names out of this
article. Her story began in 1927
in England. Her father passed
away before she was not very old
and her mother looked after her
until she remarried this time to a
retired naval admiral sometime
in the 1930’s. When the Second
World War began this man was
seconded by the English
Government as an adviser and
the family had to live in London
which became an increasingly
dangerous
place
to
live.
Accordingly, at about 14 years of
age Patricia was sent (as were
many other children) to the
country for safety. At age 15
Patricia returned to live with her
mother and step-father and
trained to be a stenographer –
despite the dangers of bombing

Thanks once again for this
celebration that brings all together.

Cathy Jolly
Merredin

The ‘Letter to the Editor’ section of the Phoenix is a place for the community to
express their views and opinions on issues that directly or indirectly affect any part of
it. We typically print every letter sent to us. However, the Editor would like to remind
the community that the ‘Letters to the Editor’ section is not a vehicle for people to air
personal gripes against another person/persons. The Phoenix reserves the right to
refuse any contribution on the basis of ethics, which includes, but is not limited to,
personal vendettas or attacks. Please be aware that we do not ‘fact check’ ‘Letters to
the Editor’ and therefore cannot guarantee the contents authenticity.

by the enemy.
When the War ended, Patricia
had a secure job with a branch of
the government. The family was
able to move out of their
accommodation into a home in
London. Not long after her stepfather passed away and within a
couple of years her mother died
also, leaving Patricia alone for
she had no siblings or extended
family. At this time she was
offered work in Australia as
secretary to the man in charge of
developing the Woomera Rocket
Range. She accepted and was
flown out to Australia in a
R.A.F. transport plane which
had to land frequently to refuel.
It was a rough trip and took
many hours and Patricia was
glad to arrive. She was billeted
with a family to begin with and
these folk became very good
friends. Later she took a small
flat and lived alone, but was
always welcome at the homes of
many friends she made. She was
a person everyone loved.

Library Musings
By WENDY PORTER Merredin
Librarian
Do you have those friends that
constantly relate strange facts they
find on the internet? Why not try
to outdo them with strange facts
from books? Things like – Why
are vampires supposed to be
repelled by garlic? (Maybe because
mosquitos are repelled by garlic);
Is accurate long-range weather
forecasting possible? (Maybe not
as weather is chaotic); Why do
chickens count from left to right?
(Yes somebody tested this); or
which weighs more – all the people
on Earth or all the ants? (Actually
termites may weigh more than
both). All this and more in ‘The
Bumper book of things that nobody
knows’ by William Hartson.
Another trend that seems to float to
the top on a regular basis is decluttering your life. According to
author Margaret Magnusson in
‘The gentle art of Swedish death
cleaning: how to free yourself and
your family from a lifetime of
clutter’ it is important to remove
unnecessary things and make your
home nice and orderly when you
think the time is coming closer for
you to leave the planet, but it is
really going through all your
belongings and deciding how to rid
yourselves of things you do not
want (or need) anymore. Whilst

the book is geared towards those
who are thinking of downsizing
their home now that they are older,
all the kids have grown up and
moved out, and so on, it can be
used by everyone to garner tips and
tricks to declutter their lives.
It is becoming clearer with research
that what you eat will greatly affect
your health, and the healthier you
eat the better you will feel. There
has also been research into using
diet to balance hormone levels in
women to better control conditions
such as PMS and weight problems
to name a few. ‘Eating wisely for
hormone balance: the woman’s
guide to good health, high energy
and ideal weight’ by Sonia Gaemi,
ED.D, RD offers diet choices that
can help balance the hormonal
system.
Sonia Gaemi is an
educator and nutritionist and draws
upon memories from her world
travels and cases from her private
practice and offers tips, recipes and
explanations why the choices
offered might help.
The Merredin Regional Library is
trialling modified library hours
from 22nd January 2018 which will
include earlier closing on Tuesdays
at 5.00pm instead of 6.00pm.
Come into the library to see what’s
on offer. Membership is free for all
residents – you only need to bring
in proof of address.
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My Thoughts

Australia Day
By LANGLEY SMITH
Our day should commence with a
special Australia Day Citizenship
Ceremony,
and
include
the
welcoming of the town’s newest
Australian Citizens, raising of the
Australian flag, presentation of the
Australia Day Active Citizenship
Awards and much more, as do most
cities and towns through out
Australia.

Apparently the Shire conducted a
ceremony and welcomed our
newest citizens privately! I say
privately because it was conducted
and held at the last Council Meeting
16th January. It could be argued that
it was not private and was opened to
the general public as are most
Council Meetings and possibly
advertised on the Councils website.
I certainly did not hear of it or
indeed see it advertised anywhere,
and in my opinion and many others
I might add, was hidden away from
the community. Very poor for our
town’s image I suggest.
Australia
Day
is
about
acknowledging and celebrating the
contribution that every Australian
makes to our contemporary and
dynamic
nation.
From
our
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people, the traditional
owners of the land - who have been
here for more than 65,000 years - to
those who have lived here for
generations, to those who have
come from all corners of the globe
to call our country home. We
acknowledge the traditional owners
of the countries and lands on which
Australia Day activities take place,
particularly the Njaki Njaki people
of the Noongar Nation who are the
traditional owners of the lands
around Merredin.
And more than that, we hope to
engage all Australians at a deeper
level as we continue to work
towards the best expression of our
national day activities, ensuring that
every aspect of our day is
welcoming,
inclusive
and
representative of the enormous
diversity of this great country.

Our town Merredin celebrates
Australia Day with an excellent free
breakfast
organised
by
the
Community Resource Centre and
sponsored
by a
number
of
organisations, including Collgar and
the Shire of Merredin with many
volunteers helping and participating,
the Army Cadets perform the Flag
Raising Ceremony, followed by the
local choir “A Choired Taste” leading
the 200 plus citizens in our National
Anthem. It’s a fabulous atmosphere
where speakers tell us what it means
to them to be Australian.
I think it’s a farce that the two events,
the swearing in of new Citizens and
the Australia Day Celebrations do not
meet as does everyone I have spoken
to about this. It is conducted right
across the country by Shires, States
and Governments. How thrilling for
our newest Australian Citizens to
receive their citizenship in front of
such a huge crowd of Merredin’s
towns folk and be welcomed publicly,
not just in front of a few family
members and nine Councillors.
Citizenship in my opinion is
embracing the community you live in,
being involved and celebrating all that
is good and doing everything you can
in making it even better in harmony
with one another.
Australia Day is about Arts, Culture,
live entertainment and all things
Australian. It would be lovely to
expand our festivity not only to
include the swearing in ceremony but
with some of the Wheatbelt live bands
like we see at WAMFEST perhaps,
some solo artists and maybe even
buskers. Two businesses that I know
of in town opened later in the day and
provided just that, “live music” which
is just what we need as the day
progresses. Congratulations to them.
The Shire opens the swimming pool
for a free sausage sizzle and a movie.
Thank you.
The Australia Day Website 2018 says
the
following.
A ustralia
Day
continues to be hugely popular, with 3
in 4 Australians believing it has a
bigger meaning beyond being just a
day off.
More than half of all Australians
participate in Australia Day attending

events
organised
by
State
Governments,
local
councils,
community groups or getting together
with family and friends. In addition,
over 16,000 new Australians become
citizens on Australia Day.
In addition it states, 13 million
Australians, (over half the country)
participate in specific Australia Day
celebrations each year. 75% of
Australians believe the day should be
a time to recognise and celebrate
the country's cultural diversity, 54%
give thought to how lucky we are to

live in Australia and 46% celebrate
the
freedom
we
have
living in Australia.
My thoughts are
people
and
organisations in
our town should
get over their
differences and
act dutifully with
passion
for
togetherness.
Act,
Belong,
Commit.

Langley Smith

Police Report
By Senior Sergeant MARK
TOBIASSEN Merredin Police
Hello Readers,
I have some good news this week,
after some great investigative work
by the team and some information
from the community we arrested
two local men this week for a series
of burglaries, including the Post
Office. They were charged with a
combined total of 13 offences and
both have been removed from the
local community under their current
bail conditions. I would like to
personally thank those in the
community who assisted with our
inquiries, we would have struggled
without you. Some of the stolen
property has been recovered,
unfortunately not all of it is in good

condition.
We are about to enter ‘Back to
School’ mode, we will be in the
school zones looking out for
speeders, people on mobile phones
and those not wearing seatbelts, so
please talk to your little ones about
these safety measures and ensure
we all behave on the roads.
If you are aware of any illegal
activity, including drug activity,
please don’t hesitate to contact your
local Police on 9041 1322, the
Police Assistance Centre on 13 14
44 or Crime Stopers on 1800 333
000. You can remain anonymous if
you wish and all calls can be kept
confidential.
Until next fortnight, be safe.

Don’t be Naughty, Slow Down to 40
By SHAUN BINDER, Merredin
Police
The Merredin Police would like to
wish students a fantastic start to
their new school year, and remind
the community to be observant of
the school zone speed limits
coming back into effect as of
Wednesday 31st of January 2018.
Between 7:30am – 9:00am and
2:30pm – 4:00pm every weekday
drivers must slow down to 40kph
within the signed zones. Driver

attention
is
also
particularly
important in these zones with
children frequently crossing the road.
Police will be targeting speeding, the
use of mobile phones and driver
inattention around St Mary’s
Primary School on South Avenue
and the Merredin College on
Woolgar Avenue, Throssell Street
and Cunningham Street.
Remember, don’t be naughty, slow
down to forty!
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Shh! A Secret Show is Coming
to Merredin!
By EMMA DAVIS
Do you like secrets? Then you are going
to love Gideon Irving. This quirky singer
-storyteller has been travelling the globe
performing secret shows in every town
he visits and he is coming to Merredin
this February to perform in a secret
location for one night only.
“I’m a terrible person to talk to about my
own show,” said the singer-storyteller
with a laugh. “I have a menagerie of
instruments. My show is rooted in
surprise.”
He describes his performance as "Stove
Top Folk", when pressed further he
describes Stove Top Folk as "a bit of this
and some of that."
A troubadour in the truest sense of the
word, Irving has travelled across several
countries by bicycle, rollerblades, and
car. He estimates that he has played
about 600 concerts in people’s private
homes, besides appearing at festivals and
theatres through New Zealand, USA,
Canada, England, Scotland, Germany
and Nepal, and is bringing his show to
homes across 14,000 kilometres of
Australia for the first time.
The Merredin show, like all others on
this tour, will be held in someone's
house. The secret location is revealed to
those that book tickets which are free,
however guests are invited to make a
donation direct to Gideon on the evening
on a sliding scale of $1 - $100 per

person based on their enjoyment of the
performance. CDs, tea towels and
advice are also available for purchase or
barter.
"Children are welcome so long as they
are not awful children. Centenarians get
VIP passes + a meet and greet before the
show." says Irving.
The aim of the evening is to bring all
people from the community together in
a joyful evening of storytelling, music,
and merriment.
"Everything is possible, except me
enjoying pickles. Disgusting. That won't
happen. I hate them." he adds with a
laugh.
Gideon will be performing on Thursday
8th February. To find out more about
the performance or to book your tickets
visit the Cummins Theatre website at
www.cumminstheatre.com.au/events/

Gideon Irving

Tammin Art Prize
By KELSEY PRYER
Thirty years ago members of the
Tammin
branch
of
the
Countrywomen’s Association led by
the late Mrs Brenda Crogan and Mrs
Jennifer
Rogers
decided
to
commence an Art Competition to be
held annually, with eligible entries
being sought from the Avon Area.
These far-seeing ladies approached
the Shire for assistance, and with
support from the Shire President
Mrs Kate York were granted a sum
of money to cover the prizes. The
Shire Secretary, Ralph Tonkin who
had previous experience in Art
exhibitions in the Pilbara, was a font
of knowledge in the organising of
our first & consequent showings.

‘King Arthur’ by Elvira Tiller

Initially this competition was held at
the CWA building but after several
years, with entries increasing, and
the CWA building not being big
enough to display the entries to the
best advantage, the show was moved
to the Shire Hall.
The first organising committee was
a small group of diligent ladies from
the
Tammin
CWA
branch
membership. After some time the
committee structure changed and the
younger members of the community
undertook the organisation. In later
years the committee has reverted to
a smaller group of committed local
community members and with the
aid of some of our retired men folk
with the erection of the display
boards, have managed to continue a
successful function each year.
Over the years there have been
minor alterations to the classes of
paintings, the inclusion of a
photography competition, displays
from the school, various craft
displays, children’s activities on the
Saturday and entertainment. Some
years
have
included
special
competition sections like scrap
booking & card making. This year
we have included a decorated garden
spade/shovel for the adults and the
children are being asked to make a
garden decoration from terra cotta
flower pots.

‘Nguni Cow’ by Bronwyn McKane

work.
2018 sees the Tammin Art Prize
reach its 30th anniversary which
will be celebrated on the weekend of
April 6th & 7th. The CWA ladies
will again be providing their
scrumptious Devonshire teas, a hot
meal will be available on Friday
night preceding the official opening
and announcement of prize winners,
which will be held at 7pm.
Entries are accepted from a large
area extending from Northam to
Merredin and from Trayning to
Brookton. If you would like to
participate this year, schedules and
entry forms are available from,
Tammin Shire Office and CRC’s in
Toodyay,
Wyalkatchem,
Kellerberrin, and Quairading.

To be unbiased, judges were sought
from the wider community and
invited to display some of their own
works as exhibition only and for
sale. It is hoped to contact these
judges and invite them to participate
once again in an exhibition of their

‘Green Sea Turtle’ by Jacquie Drzymulski

‘Jessie’ by Maroushka Houareau
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Australia Day 2018 Celebrations become Extra Special at
Narembeen
By LEANNE BROOKE-MEE
Over 100 people gathered at the
Narembeen Aquatic Centre on Friday
26th January 2018 to share a barbeque
breakfast
and
celebrate
being
Australian. Shire Councillors and staff
were off to an early start getting to the
pool before 7 am to ensure breakfast
was ready for community members on
their arrival.
The event commenced with Doctor
(Councillor) Peter Lines leading
everyone in a stirring rendition of the
National Anthem followed by the Shire
President, Cr Rhonda Cole presenting
the annual Australia Day Awards.
Every year, nominations are sought for
outstanding people and groups within
our community to be recognised with
the Australia Day Awards. This year’s
very deserving winners were as follows.
Community Event of the Year: S.O.C.K
(Save our Country Kids) Week. An
initiative developed by the Narembeen
Community Resource Centre to raise
awareness of road safety.
Senior Citizen of the Year: Lorraine
Lethlean. Lorraine is a quiet achiever
who
contributes to
so
many
organisations they could not all be
mentioned.
Citizens of the Year: Emma Main and
Maddie Main. Known throughout the
Shire and the region as the Main twins,
these ladies play massive roles in

Australia Day Award winners—Lorraine Lethlean, Maddie Della Vedova, Emma Miolini, Leanne Brooke-Mee & Julie Miller

hockey both on the field and as part of
the committee. Always willing to lend a
hand, the Narembeen community are
very lucky to have them.
Following the presentation of the above
awards, the Shire President, Cr Rhonda
Cole made a special announcement
requested that former Councillors
Halley Cowan and Stephen Padfield
come to the podium. At this point,
Deputy Shire President, Cr Kellie
Mortimore read out the formal citation
that they both be bestowed with the title
of Honorary Freeman of the Shire of

Narembeen. Until now, the Shire of
Narembeen has only bestowed this
honour on three other occasions and it
was an honour to have Freeman Mal
Bristow and his wife Iris present.
Halley and Stephen both gave brief
speeches thanking Council for the
honour but also both appeared to be
somewhat lost for words.
A formal Testimonial Dinner will be
held in February to recognise the
significate contributions that both new
Freeman have made to the Narembeen
community.

Cr Kellie Mortimore, Shire Freeman
Halley Cowan, Shire Freeman Stephen
Padfield & Cr Rhonda Cole
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International Singer in WA
Exclusive
By EMMA DAVIS
International
singer
Cassandra
Kotchie is returning to Australia and
performing an exclusive one show
only performance at the Cummins
Theatre as part of the Lunchtime
Escapes concert series.
The concerts are a part of the Shire
of Merredin's plan to make the arts
more accessible to all members of
the community and feature artists
performing daytime concerts across
different genres every two months.
"The aim of the concerts is to attract
local, national, and international
performers giving audiences a
chance to taste all different musical
genres." says Theatre Manager
Emma Davis.
Past concerts have included classical
music, musical theatre, jazz, and
even a cheeky performance by Barry
Morgan and his organ.
"The shows selected in 2018 are
absolutely astonishing in their
variety and quality. We have plays,
concerts, and are kicking off the year
with an exclusive performance by
the phenomenal singer Cassandra
Kotchie".

and it is extraordinary that she is
performing in Merredin. We are very
lucky to be able to attract people of
this calibre."
Trained at WAAPA Kotchie is adept
at a variety of musical styles
including classical, opera, jazz,
musical theatre, and pop. Her concert
performance will include a mixture
of all these styles with something for
everyone.
The next lunchtime escapes concert
is on February 15th. The concert
commences at 11am with a
complimentary high tea of cakes,
sandwiches, scones, and a selection
of tea and coffee. The performance
then commences at 12pm.
To find out more or to secure your
tickets
please
visit
cumminstheatre.com.au/events
or
visit the Central Wheatbelt Visitors
Centre or Cummins Theatre box
offices. All tickets are $15 and
include high tea.

Cassandra Kotchie is originally from
Western Australia but has spent the
last five years touring the world and
is currently based in London,
England.
While in Perth she performed for a
number of local productions
including the West Australian
premiere of Beauty and the Beast in
which she performed the lead role of
Belle, and My Fair Lady in which
she played Eliza DoLittle and was
awarded with the WA Finley Award
for Best Actress in a Musical.
"Cassandra is an exceptional talent

Cassandra Kotchie

Wheatbelt in a Snap

Joan Jolly (formerly of Nungarin) is
pictured here with her sons Neville &
Greg Jolly, celebrating her 99th Birthday
with family and staff at the Kununoppin
Nursing Home

The Merredin CRC’s amazing volunteer is
pictured here selling raffle tickets for the
Merredin Show. We are going to be lost
without you El!
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100 Years since the first Merredin Show
By KIRSTY ROCHFORD
The original Merredin Agricultural
Show was held in 1918 on the 21st of
September and was organised by the
Merredin Horticultural and Industrial
Society. This Society was constituted
in 1918, with W F Telfer elected as
President and C H Tory being elected
as Secretary. The Show was held in
the Ratepayers Hall. Mr T Duff,
Claremont elected Member in the
Legislative
Assembly
officially
opened the first show.
The
Horticultural and Industrial Society
were to organise only one show, when
on July 26th 1919 the Merredin
Agricultural Society was created.
Telfer moved into the Secretary
position where he remained for about
eleven years and Frederick Growden
was elected the first President of this
newly established Society. The Road
Board provided some funding and
some buildings and equipment were
provided on the Recreation Grounds.
The second Merredin Agricultural
Show was then held on the 3rd
October 1919.
In 1920 Mr HW
Teasdale was elected President and he
remained in this position for an
astounding 20 years.
The show very much focused on
agriculture with a large amount of
cattle being involved. A huge amount
of work was put in to get the grounds
ready, building stalls and pens for all
of these animals, and families
prepared to make the journey in to
Merredin.

Unfortunately, the day before this
much anticipated show, it began to
rain, heavily and continuously. The
roads to town became flooded
preventing the majority of show goers
from attending and the Recreation
grounds became boggy and unusable.
But the Show had to go on and some
seriously creative ideas were put in
place.
The exhibits were moved to the
Ratepayers hall and the cattle were
paraded outside of Duff’s Hotel, much
to the delight of many people I’m
sure, including Mr Duff the hotel
owner. This years Show ran at a huge
financial loss, but the Society were
not deterred and annual shows were
held right up until about 1940.
During war time the show was put on
hold and continued again on the 14th
September 1946, getting better and
better.
At one stage there were an
unprecedented
thirty
Society
committee members with a number of
them being made up of young farmers
in the area. During this time and with
so many people to assist in organising
the Show, it was decided to embark
on a two day show. Although this
meant twice the work and twice the
challenge, it was achieved and the
first two day show was held in 1957.
The two day shows continued for
some years and it is estimated that at
the 1959 Show there were 7,000
people in attendance. During this
time the Merredin Agricultural Show

HW Telfer, original Merredin Agricultural
Society President, and Secretary in 1919

was very popular and was considered
the fourth largest in the state.
This was just the beginning. Many
things have changed over the years,
with a decrease in interest in
agriculture the show size has
decreased in participants and has been
dropped back to a one day show. The
number of committee/coordinators has
also decrease. One thing that hasn’t
changed
is
the
committees/
coordinators enthusiasm, and their
desire to put on the best possible show
with what they have available to them.

Mr HW Teasdale who was Merredin
Agricultural Society President for 20
years

This year, being 100 years since the
very first Merredin Show, the current
Merredin Show Committee would like
to honour the very first show, and will
be focusing on what life was like in
outback Australia in 1918, building its
theme around this. There will be a
display at the show where you can see
original documents from previous
Merredin Shows as well as ribbons,
photos and medals. It is a history rich
with a desire for growth and a
community event where everyone
from near and far could come together
and celebrate the Wheatbelt. See you
at the show!
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Remembering Robert Hayes-Thompson
ratepayer for the next 70 years.
th

Born July 25 1921 he grew up on a
South Doodlakine family farm and
had his formal education at the
Doodlakine Primary School followed
by farming training at a prominent
stud farm at Wallatin, North
Doodlakine.
At the outbreak of WW2 he joined
the 25th Light Horse Regiment and
later volunteered for overseas service
in an Army Water Transport section.
Six years later he returned to
Australia with the rank of Captain.
This leadership skill was evident as
he pursued his civilian life.
Mr Hayes-Thompson was active at
the Federal. State and local levels.
He fostered the horse sport of
Polocrosse throughout the State and
was a successful player being part of
the team winning State Titles as well
as being the playing Manager for the
Australian Team which toured New
Guinea in 1976. He was State
President of the Association for 12
years and Australian Vice President.
At the time of his death he was a
current State Patron of the sport.
Robert Hayes-Thompson with champion Old English Game rooster ready for the Perth
Royal Show

By MAY HAYES-THOMPSON
On Friday January 19th people
from far and wide flocked to the
Kellerberrin Memorial Hall for the
celebration of the life of long time
Merredin Shire resident Robert
Hayes-Thompson.

His father selected land near Bruce
Rock in 1911 and was an original
ratepayer for the Merredin District.
After WW2 Mr Hayes-Thompson
bought the historical farming
property of Daraining Springs on the
extreme South West corner of the
Merredin Shire and became a

Mr Hayes-Thompson possessed a
light tenor voice which he used to
bring enjoyment to people.
He
started in eisteddfods, and then
progressed
to
the
Merredin
Repertory
Musical
comedy
productions of Oklahoma and The
Desert Song. When the Uniting
Church produced their Christmas
Cantatas he sang the tenor solos. He
made himself available for fund
raising concerts and in later years he

participated in the community choir
competitions.
A very active RSL member Mr
Hayes-Thompson was sourced by the
schools throughout the Merredin
District for Anzac Day Addresses
and bugle playing.
When the Merredin Hospital had to
form a Hospital Board he was head
hunted to become the inaugural
Chairman as he had 28 years
experience on the Kellerberrin
Memorial Hospital Board. It was
during this time that the Berringa
Aged facility and the Moordjit Mia
Nursing home were realised.
From
childhood
Mr
HayesThompson
showed
exhibition
poultry and he continued this into
adult
life
breeding,
showing
champion fowls and judging
throughout Australia. He actively
supported the local Agricultural
Shows and was currently Patron of
the Merredin Poultry Club.
For 40 years he undertook the
voluntary community service of a
Merredin Justice of the Peace.
However, the pinnacle of his
community service in Merredin came
when he became the Shire President
for 6 years. A great deal was
accomplished under his leadership.
Well into his 90’s the affection of the
Merredin people was evident as they
stopped to greet him as he rode his
mobility scooter along the main
street.
He truly was a person who made a
difference for his fellow man.

Merredin CRC Community News

Australia Day Breakfast
It was great to see a fantastic turnout
for the 2018 Australia Day
Breakfast.
This year, the Merredin CRC
decided to have the breakfast on the
Merredin CRC lawn. The reason
being that it was much easier to have
the location closer to equipment,
power and fridges and not have to
cart food, drinks, tables chairs and

marquees a long way, this made it
easier on staff and volunteers.
Everyone seemed to love the new
location too! The day started well
with set up starting at 6am. With the
help of volunteers and the Merredin
Army Cadets, the setup ran smoothly
and we were cooking and serving by
8.10am. We had about 200 people
attend the breakfast. Everyone
enjoyed the food, guest speakers, the
Choir and Emma Davis’ singing.
We would like to thank everyone
who supported the morning. The
event was very so much fun and we
look forward to next year!

Canva Workshop

Twilight Markets

The Merredin CRC are organising
a Canva workshop. Canva is a free
online graphic-design tool and can
be used to create anything from
posters to invitations and ads! The
Phoenix uses this website to make
their ads – Shh though, that’s a
secret so don’t tell anyone.

The Merredin CRC are looking into
holding a Twilight Markets in
February or March.

The site is really easy and simple
to use once you get in and have a
go. The workshop will cover basics
and lead into some little tricks.
If you are interested, give the
Merredin CRC a call on 9041 1041
to put your name down.

We would love to organise this in
the warmer months, as during
summer, it is too hot to hold the
markets during the day. The
Twilight Markets would be held on
Friday evening, commence at
around 4pm and finish around 7pm,
this way you can pop in on your
way home, or make an evening of it.
We would like to make this really
special, so are looking for
stallholders and entertainers who
would like to get behind the event.
If you are interested in having a stall
or entertaining us, contact the
Merredin CRC on 9041 1041.
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Travelling Phoenix
Phoenix in the Snow

Optus Stadium Open Day
By GEMMA ROMEO
Optus Stadium Open Day was
held on Sunday 21st January.
We travelled by train to the new
stadium which was very easy. We
were then let in to explore on our
own for an hour.
A lot of people were searching for
their seats for the football season.
I found where I will be sitting at
the Ed Sheeran concert.

By CARYN ADAMSON
The Phoenix travelled from
Munich to Prague and then
finished off having two weeks in
a town called Schliersee in
Bavaria, Germany with Warren,
Caryn and Kelsey Adamson as
well as Jacinta Crabb.
There was not much snow
during the visit but in the last
four days a lot of snow fell so
that some of these snowmen
were able to have a read.
Schliersee is a great town and if
you want to be involved in
winter sports this is the place to
be - when it snows!

We then explored each level
where we sat at the very last row
and the front row. We had a look
at the corporate boxes and
enjoyed the city view from the bar
on the 5th floor.
It was a great day and I am very
excited to attend an event there in
the future.
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Health

You can teach an old dog new tricks
By TERRY AND THE TEAM, Regional Men’s
Health Initiave
“Celebrate the power of people continuing to learn
throughout their lives”, this is the message from
Adult Learning Australia who want to make 2018
the year of lifelong learning. Australian and
international research supports that when people
take an active approach to learning in their adult
years they develop skills, confidence and courage to
live independently, find work and shine at new
skills. “Lifelong learning” encompasses a wide
range of learning opportunities from schooling,
other formal education institutions, workplaces and
through community participation.
Does this mean we all have to enroll in University,
TAFE or a certified training course? The short
answer is no, as learning is no longer considered an
activity confined to education institutions. Rather,
it is recognised as happening in the workplace, in
the home and during leisure time. This is known as
Informal Learning, which does not result in a
qualification or certificate, but can be considered to
embrace a whole range of activities that enhance
life skills such as:
Reading;

 Using the computer or the searching the internet
(you must be careful here!);
 Watching TV / listening to the radio;
 Visiting libraries or museums;
 Playing sport;

 Attending community forums or information

sessions (guest speakers);

 Joining a men’s shed/CWA/ or other community
group;
 Volunteering;
 Mentoring within the workplace.
It never ceases to amaze me the stories we hear
from blokes involved in WA Men’s Sheds who
have either reconnected with or learnt a new skill.
This in turn can create a sense of pride,
achievement and that all important sense of
meaning and purpose that we all, especially blokes,
seek in life’s journey.
At Regional Men’s Health we talk about our social/
spiritual wellbeing which is one important aspect to
our overall health and wellbeing and it is this aspect
of our health that is unique to the individual and can
be what each of us wants it to be. It is where we
get our identity, individuality, sense of self,
meaning, purpose, passions and interests.
Sometimes though these things do not just simply
appear or develop by themselves without effort,
some of us will have to spend time to grow and
nurture our passions and interests.
Learning experiences may not always come our
way. We may need to actively seek them out or
expose ourselves to the right environment to
provide this opportunity, and this could mean trying
more than once. Like the old saying “if you do
what you have always done, you will get what you
have always got”. Getting out of our comfort zone,
trying something new, revisiting the things that
used to get us excited can help enhance our sense of
fulfillment and happiness.

30 Days of
Gratitude
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CARPENTER

CARPET CLEANER

COMPUTER TECH SUPPORT

EARTH MOVING

GLASS SERVICES

PEST CONTROL

PHOTOCOPIERS COMMERCIAL

PLUMBER

YOUR TRADE

See your trades
here today
Only
$22
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CLASSIFIEDS
Public Notices

Baha’i Faith
Be as a lamp unto them that walk in darkness, a joy to
the sorrowful, a sea for the thirsty, a haven for the
distressed, an upholder and defender of the victim of
oppression. Let integrity and uprightness distinguish all
thine acts—Baha’u’llah

For Sale
Free-range Isa Brown Chooks 16 months old $10
each. Buy ten get one free. Pullets at point of lay $25
each. Taking orders from Merredin and all surrounding
areas (Bencubbin, Mukinbudin, Southern Cross etc) Call
Maurice 0407 381 114.

Position Vacant

Tender T2018048 – Sale of Light Vehicles &
Tractor
The Shire of Merredin invites tenders for 3 x vehicles
and 1 x tractor for sale by public tender which are
detailed as follows:
2016

Toyota Kluger GXL 2WD – Colour: silver,
Odometer: 46,000km

2016

Toyota Kluger GXL 2WD – Colour: grey,
Odometer: 35,000km

2016

Ford Falcon – Colour: silver, Odometer:
32,500km

2013

CASE IH Farmall JX110 Tractor – Colour:
Red

Further information can be found in the tender
specifications available by contacting Vanessa Green
on 9041 1611 or tenders@merredin.wa.gov.au.
Completed Tenders are to be marked “Private and
Confidential – Tender T2018048”, addressed to the
Chief Executive Officer and can be posted to PO Box
42, Merredin WA 6415 or hand delivered to the
Administration Office, Cnr King & Barrack Streets,
Merredin during normal business hours. Completed
Tenders are to be received by no later than 4:00pm,
Friday, 16 February 2018. No late tender s will be
accepted.

GS Powell
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Merredin Women’s Hockey Club AGM and gener al
meeting 6pm at Merredin Rec Centre. New Members
welcome. Expression of interest: Merredin Women’s
Hockey Club is seeking a coach for the 2018 season, we
are also seeking players of any age and ability to expand
our current sides.
If you feel either of these
opportunities interest you feel free to contact the Club,
merredinwomenshockey@hotmail.com or phone Maxine
0450 509 919.

Thanks to the
Merredin Mens
Shed
On the 2nd & 3rd of September 2017 the
Merredin Men’s Shed hosted the
Wheatbelt Steel Men’s Shed Conference
where approximately 150 Men’s Shed
members and their partners attended.
Recently MSWA (Men’s Sheds of WA)
Executive Officer Gary Bryant gave the
Merredin Men’s Shed a Certificate to
recognise their efforts in hosting this
event.
Gary states that “The success of the
Conference could not have happened
without all your hard work and expertise.
We thank you sincerely from the Board
and team at MSWA”.
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Horoscopes
ARIES—March 21 to April 19
A sociable time when there is both international
and local outreach, with a great connection to
everyone. A time when the expansion of
knowledge and insight through travel, study and
cultural events is on the agenda.
TAURUS—April 20 to May 20
During the working week, career opportunities are
on your mind and being part of a group, reaching
decisions by consensus and working on innovative
communication and social media can be important.
You are full of unique ideas and need the space and
freedom to pursue what specifically interests you.

GEMINI—May 21 to June 20
The week gets off to a dynamic start, and it is a
great time for connecting with people who can
open up new horizons. Activities, study and travel
open up new possibilities. The more you engage
with groups of people with the same kind of ideas
as you, the more inspiring life will be.
CANCER—June 21 to July 22
You need to keep ideas flowing and connect with
people who believe in you. Working closely with a
companion who is a leading thinker helps share the
load. It is a time when there are strong differences
of opinion between you and others especially if
you plan to stretch finances.
LEO—July 23 to August 22
You will find yourself having disagreements in
principle with some people, probably family, and
if this is the case, you should seek compromise,
even if other people do not. Generally this is an
enjoyable and fun period for you, and at the
weekend there may also be romantic opportunities.
VIRGO—August 23 to September 22
The atmosphere at work is exciting and a little
stressful at the moment, and it’s important for you
to show solidarity towards colleagues and to work
on finding agreement by consensus. This can be
quite difficult as some people have very firm
opinions about how things should be done.
LIBRA—September 23rd October 22
A happy time for friendships, children and
romance, and it is a good time for you to work
together with people to get some kind of unique
message across. Ideals of freedom and openness
are important to you. You will feel a much stronger
motivation to help other people.
SCORPIO—October 23 to November 21
A focus on developments at home and in your local
environment. Resources are needed by the family
and community and in this area, extravagance
needs to be curbed. Social events can be a lot of
fun, but they don't pay the rent. A good time to
indulge your romantic fantasies.
SAGITARIUS—November 22 to December 21
Currently, with the planet of energy and drive,
Mars, in your sign, this a time of confidence and
exploration, with enthusiastic people egging you on
to do exciting things. Generally however, this is a
time to resist over-optimism and unrealistic
projects, especially if they involve family and kids.

CAPRICORN—December 22 to January 19
Friends and loved ones and all your connections
are great assets to have, but you are the best judge
of what is needed for your personal development at
this time in your life. Right now, you are the one in
control, you have a plan, and you need to stick to it
long-term.
AQUARIUS—January 20 to February 18
This is a very inventive period for you, and there
are some truly inspiring people in your life with
brilliant
ideas
concerning
networking,
communication and invention. But you don't have
to listen to everyone just because they have an
opinion people, partners in particular.
PISCES—February 19—March 20
A time when you form strong opinions which tend
to dominate. But they may not yet be fully-formed,
which means that you can end up arguing for
personal convictions you may later want to revise.
You will find that this gets you into controversies
with friends and associates.
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Science

The Moon
By GRANT STAINER

Sun.

The Moon has long been a source of
fascination for people on Earth, and no
doubt this will long continue to be the
case.

“Now, hang on”, I can hear you
saying, “wouldn’t this mean an
eclipse?”. The reason that we don’t get
a lunar eclipse every full moon and a
solar eclipse every new moon, is
because the Moon’s orbit is tilted at
about 5 degrees different to the Earth’s
plane. This means that the Sun’s light
can usually still reach the Moon at full
moon.

The behavioural characteristics of the
Moon can all be related back to physics
such as orbital paths, axis spinning, the
behaviour of light, and the masses of
the Moon, Earth, and the Sun.
Every 27.3 days, the Moon completes
an orbit of the Earth. This is also the
same amount of time that the Moon
takes to spin on its own axis, which is
the reason why the same side of the
Moon always faces Earth.
A full moon occurs when the Moon is
on the opposite side of the Earth to the

The phases of the Moon are caused by
the differing illumination of the Moon
at different points in the Moon’s orbit.
Only the parts that are lit by the Sun
are seen, with the remainder being in
shadow. Hence the full moon occurs
when the Moon is on the opposite side
of the Earth to the Sun, and the new

moon (no visible Moon) occurs when
the Moon is between the Earth and the
Sun (meaning we can only see the
shadow side).

numerous fascinating facets of the
Moon, both already known and yet to
be discovered. The Moon will continue
to interest us all for a long time yet.

The other phases of the Moon are the
stages in between the full and new
moons.

For more detailed information, check
out the article on the ABC Science
website at http://www.abc.net.au/news/
science/2018-01-24/beginners-guide-to
-the-moon/9320770

The gravitational effects of the Moon
(and the Sun) give the Earth its tides.
The highest tides (Spring tides) occur
when the Sun and the Moon are
aligned at full and new moons,
resulting in an additive gravitational
effect.
When the Moon and Sun are at 90
degrees to each other in relation to the
Earth, the lowest (Neap) tides occur on
Earth due to competing gravitational
forces.
The darkest part of the Earth’s shadow
is called the umbra, and the partial
shadow surrounding the umbra is
known as the penumbra. All other
bodies (except point light sources like
the Sun) have their own umbra and
penumbra.
A total lunar eclipse occurs when the
Moon passes through the Earth’s
umbra, and a partial lunar eclipse
occurs when part of the Moon passes
through the umbra. A penumbral
eclipse occurs when the Moon passes
through the penumbra, which makes
the Moon appear slightly darker.

This is only a snapshot of the

Football

Nukarni
Football Club
Pre-season Update: We will be
having a BBQ and a catch up at
the Merredin Rec Centre on
Thursday the 8th of February at
6pm with Coach Gregg Steele to
have a few words. All new and
current players are welcome to
come along.
Pre-season
training
will
commence the following Tuesday
the 13th of February to start at
6pm.
Training will be Tuesday and
Thursday 6pm start each week All
welcome for a run!
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Tennis

Hotshots at Hopman Cup
By MEG GETHIN
On the 3rd of January twelve
Merredin junior tennis players had
the experience of a lifetime when
they were invited to participate in a
Hotshots on court experience at the
Hopman Cup.
The children (eight from Merredin
Districts Lawn Tennis Club and four

from Railways Tennis Club) played
Hotshots tennis in front of their
families and thousands of spectators
during the break before the mixed
doubles match of Germany vs
Canada. While they waited in the
wings, they even got a little wave
from top Germany player Angelique
Kerber as she and her partner
Alexander Zverev entered the court.

Archie Gethin with Vasek Pospisil & Eugenie Bouchard from Canada and Angelique
Kerber & Alexander Zverev from Germany. Image courtesy of Kurt Gahler

MDLTC Hotshots coaches Meg
Gethin and Emma Growden helped
on court as the children showed the
crowd the shots they have been
mastering all summer in their
weekly coaching sessions.
Archie Gethin was also lucky
enough to be chosen to toss the coin
between the German and Canadian
teams and have a commemorative

photo with the players.
Hotshots is a fun junior tennis
coaching program suitable for
5years and up. For adults, social
doubles tennis is on every Sunday
at the Merredin Recreation Centre
from 3pm. Contact Meg Gethin on
mdltc@hotmail.com.au for further
details.

Merredin children also shared their on court experience with the Pingelly Tennis Club.

Lawn Bowls

Civic Bowling Club
By MARGARET JOHNSTONE
On Sunday 21st January the club
held their Mixed Championship
Pairs in very hot conditions. There
were two blocks with the winners
playing off. There were some very
close games with blocks being
decided on shots up. The play off
was between Maurice and Gail
Lane and Darren & Wendy Postans
with Maurice and Gail being the
eventual winners.

February 9th Friday Bowl over
Cancer—Alp Family Day 6pm
start. Mixed.
The club wishes good bowling to
Kay Bush, Norma Henderson,
Debbie Heinrich, Gail Lane, Anna
Wallace and Christine Stapely who
will represent the South Eastern
League at the Inter League Round
Robin Event at Northam on
February 3rd and 4th.

The
Ladies
Pennants
have
continued after the Christmas
holidays on January 24th Civic
Blue hosted Corrigin Gold with
Civic losing 1—3 Civic Gold
travelled to Westonia and had a 3—
1 win.
Coming Events:
Ladies—Pennants—February
7
Civic Gold travel to Corrigin to
play Corrigin Gold.
Civic Blue host Bruce Rock.
Men—February 3—Civic
host Narembeen Maroon.

Gold

Civic Blue host Narembeen Gold.

Mixed Championship Pairs Runners up
Darren and Wendy Postans and Mixed
Championship Pairs Winners, Gail and
Maurice Lane
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Golf

2018 54 Hole Summer Championships
By TREVOR WATERHOUSE
th

Early on Friday morning the 12 of
January 16 intrepid golfers boarded
the bus for the trip to the Pinjarra Golf
Club for the first round of the Annual
54 hole Summer Championships.
After play we had a late lunch and this
was followed by the announcement of
the results of the days play. Equal
leaders with a score of 32 points each
were Lyndsay Barker and Jim
Campbell closely followed by Peter
Gerrand and Shaun Waterhouse with
31 points each. Alby Koper was
fourth with 29 points and the Next
Years Winner was Steve Wilson.
On the completion of awards we
boarded the bus and headed for
Rivers Resort in South Yunderup to
check into our rooms. After showers,
most players headed for the Jetty's Bar

& Grill for more refreshments and an
evening meal.
7.30am on Saturday morning we got
onto the bus once again to head for
breakfast at the Pelicans on the
Murray Café for breakfast to fuel up
our bodies for the next game of golf at
the Mandurah Country Club.
We arrived at the Mandurah Country
Club at 10.30am, as usual a bit early
as the first of our group didn’t hit off
until 11.30am.
After play the Vice President of the
Mandurah Country Club kindly
bought for each of our playing groups
a basket of chips and jug of beer.
Shaun
Waterhouse
won
our
competition with a score of 36 points
and also finished in 28th position in
the days tournament of 180 players.
Equal second were Glen Crees and
Rob Broomall with 33 points each and
Lyndsay Barker was fourth with 32
points and the Next Years Winner was
Brad Manning.
On returning to the Rivers Resort and
after showers we all headed for the
Jetty's Bar & Grill for refreshments, a
meal and a night of comradery.

Shaun Waterhouse takes a swing

Sunday morning we again boarded the
bus to travel to the Hillview Golf Club
and on the way stopped at the Pelicans

on Murray Café for breakfast.
The results for the days play saw
Lyndsay and Brian Waterhouse
sharing the days honours with 35
points each. Shaun and Darren
O’Neill were next with 32 points each
and Peter Gerrand bought up the rear
of the field to be Next Years Winner.
With only 1 point separating the
leaders in Shaun and Lyndsay the
game was on. After 9 holes Shaun was
still leading but Lyndsay turned things
around and played the better of the
two on the last nine.
With Lyndsay being equal first on the
last day meant that he overtook Shaun
and thus was declared the winner of
the
2018
54
hole
Summer
Championships. Lyndsay has had a
remarkable turnaround from last year
to be the winner this year. Shaun
nearly defended the title he won last
year to finish in second place. In third
place was Jim Campbell and fourth
was Brian Waterhouse. In a closely
fought race to be Next Years Winner,
Brad Manning was the one to take this
trophy.
Unfortunately when the players
returned to the bus after the days play
it was discovered that the bus had
been broken into by breaking a side
window and two bags of clothing and

Brad Manning, Lyndsay Barker & Shaun
Waterhouse

personal belongings were stolen. This
put a dampener on what had been a
great three days of golf and
comradery.
At about 3pm we all boarded the bus
again for the trip home and after a pit
stop at the Bakers Hill Pie Shop we
arrived back in Merredin at about
6.30pm.
A special thanks to Peter Gerrand and
Jim Campbell for organising the
games of golf and the accommodation
at the Rivers Resort and a very big
thank you to our bus driver, Warren
Crook.
I am sure everybody is looking
forward to the next 54 hole Summer
Championships to be held in 2019.

